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PRErACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 

Since the last edition, the Mnnieipal Act has furfcer been 
aopiended by Amendment Acts of 1925,1926, 1929 and 1933. The 
last of these, namely, the Punjab Municipal Act, III of 1933, 
effect^ considerable changes whidi have all been incorpch^ted in 
the present edition. 

The Executive Officer’s Act has also been introduced and cer¬ 
tain amendments in the Munici^^l Act, as applicable to munidpali- 
ties to which the j^ecutive Officer’s Act has been extended, nave 
been specifically noted under sections so aff^ted. There is a bill 
before the Legislature to amend certain provisions of the Punjab 
Municipal Act, This is mainly intended to remove errors of 
drafting while proposed amendment of Section 13 is an important 
one. ^milarly the Executive Officer’s Act is also proposed to be 
amended to correct certain references to the Municipal Act 
amended by Act III of 1933. These bills have yet to be passed 
by the legislature but they have been noticed in the Acts them- 
selVes or in tiie Addenda and Corrigenda. 

In the preparation of this book I have already acknowledged 
the valuable help I have derived from certain standard woits 
referred to in the Preface to the Second Edition. 

I hereby again acknowledge my indebtedness to these staMard 
works. Dillon on ‘‘Munie^l Corporations,” Aiyangar’s ‘'Municipal 
Corporations in British India,” Lumley’s “ Public Health Acts,” 
Blackwell’s “ Law of Meetings ” and Crew’s “ Procedure at Meet- 
ii^s,” deserve special mention in this connection. 

To make the publication useful throughout India comj^rative 
tables of sections of provincial Municipal Acts under the corres¬ 
ponding proviaons of the Punjab Municiml Act have been given. 
Dedmons of all the High Courts, and Chief Courts having any 
bearing on the interpretation «of the Punjab Municipal Act have 
been dted. 

HARI CHAND. 

Lahore, 15th April, 1934. 


PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

The first edition of the book was long out of print and tiie 
present edition was under contemplation for some time ai^' was 
postponed till the Amendment Ach II of 2923, was publiEhed. i^hce , 
the first publication several Amendment Acts have been pas^ and 
the recent Amendment Act, II of 1923, has effected eonskfoii^^e 
ehmages in the main Act. All these Amendment Acts haWi ' 
incoxp'^rated In the present edition. 



Admimatratk>n of smiUl towns has been provided in a eeparate 
Ji&i end opportunity has been taken to include that Act with brief 
not^ on its provisions. For taller notes the reader is referred to 
the notes on the corresponding provisions of the Municipal Act. 

For the elucidation of the various provisions of the Municipal 
Act Bi%lish authorities have been more extensively used than was 
the caa 9 ,in the first edition. 

Some of the important Rules applicable to all the municipalities 
and small towns have been gaven at the end, while some important 
bye-laws of the Lahore Municipality are also included. 

No {Mns have been spared to make the book useful to those 
for whom it is intended. The cases up to end of October 1923 
have been noted. 

I take this opportunity of acknowledging the valuable help I 
have derived from the standard works on Municipal Corporations. 
Dillon oh “ Municipal Corporations,** Aiyangar’s “ Municipal 
Corporations in British India,** Lumley’s “ Public Health Acts,** 
Blaekwell*s Law of Meetings ** and Crew’s “ Procedure at 
Meetings ’* deserve special mention in this connection. 



ore, 15th November, 1923. 


HARI CHAND, 


PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

publication does not pretend to give a critical commentary 
on the Punjab Municipal Act. An attempt has been made to give 
under appropriate headings all the rulings of the different High 
Courts and of the Chief Court, Punjab, having any bearing on the 
Act. For that purpose cases reported in both official and non- 
offieial repcwts have been cited. 

Under earii section, wherever possible, corresponding provi¬ 
sions of ^e other provincial Municipal Acts are quoted. Reference 
to those provisions, it is hoped, will enable the reader to see how 
far decisions bearing on the provisions of those Municipal Acts are 
proper guides for the interpretation of the Punjab Municipal Act. 

HARI CHAND. 




Adil^da A t&orrloenda. 


7, vtoder faeadii^ ** Tases asMwed *' add the foUowiog:— 

“ Taxes invalid at the tin»; of imposition are not vali^ted untfer 
Section 2 i2) Cf. J984 P. C. 62.’» 

Section 2 (2) of the Act does not validate proceedit^s which purported 
to be under a repealed Act but which were invalid and outside the powers 
of the repealed Act. Such invalid proceeding^ are not proceedings under 
the repealed Act. The terms of Section 2 (2) are amply satisfied by limit- 
ii^ them to fill tlie gap made by the repealed Act. Ibid. 

Page 19, para. 1, line 6 read 1927 Rangoon 161 for 1927 Bangoon 164. 

Page 20, para. 1, line 4 read 46 Cal. 910 for 46 Cal. 510. 

Page 26, para. 3, last line read 59 M. L. J. 650 for 51 M. L. J. 650. 

Page 41, para. 2, last line read 112 I. C. 364 for 112 I. C. 561. 

Page 42, para. 5, last line read 7 C. W. N. 374 for 7 C. W. N. 274. 

Page 46, para. 2, last line read 14 Cal. 256 for 13 Cal 256, 

Page 50, para. 4, line 4 read 7 I. C. 935 for 7 I. C 935. 

Page 50, para. 5, line 6 read 30 Cal. 721 for 30 Cal 711. 

Page 50, para. 5, line 7 read 7. C. W. N. 706 for 7 C. W. N. 766. 

Page 60, para. 1, line 5 read 9 I. C. 652 for 9 I- C. 562. 

Page 65, para. 1, line 4 read l8th for 8th 

Page 66. At the end of the notes to Section 3 (12) Addi — Limitatioii.-— 
The English maxim “ Once a highway, always a highway ” does not apply 
to India. The municipality is not entitled to claim the benefit of article 
149, Schedule 2 of tlie Limitation Act, even if the land of the street was 
ced^ by Crown; 19 Mad. 154. See also the obsSiwations of Justice Sir 
V. Bhashyam Aiyan^ as regards the operation of law of limitation on 
the rights of local bodies in the public streets made in 25 Mad. 635. On 
the analogy of 20 All. 200 it would appear tliat the exclusive right of occu¬ 
pation cannot be acquired by prescription in any specific portion of street, 
the use of which was dedicate to public. 

Page 76, para. 3, line 2, omii the words “ p. 19.*’ 

Page 77, para. 4, line 2 read 1923 Mad. 360 for 1923 Mad. 230. 

Page 78. Section 13, clause (1) is proposed to be amended as • follows; 
“ If a number of committee is appoint^ by office, the person for the time 
being holding the <^ce, shall, unless the local Goyemm^ otherwise 
directs, be a member of the committee until the date fixi^ fm; the meeting 
at which his siMxessor is required to take the oath of allegiance.’ ’ 

, For sab*8ection 3 of the same section the following sub-section is pro- 
posed to he eubetUuled: — 

(3) Notwithstanding miything contained in sub-section 2 or in any 
rpl^ by the local Government thereunder, an oul^ng member shali, 



Govmunadi cootaaoe id office 

4^te fi]M for the mediiog at Dibich his soccessor is regiHredi to ts^ Hie 
Oath Alt^g^axice/’ 

The proposed ameodmeht wiU render the existing: members to cchi» 
tintle till their soccesscH’s become effective members. 

Page 79i in {mra. 4 headed VdyuiiHjr ctf aotice. —read 134 I 0.131 for 
1341.0.113. 

Page 82. Proviso to sub-section (1) of Section 16 is propoaed to 
be amended by the substitution of full stop for ; " (semi-colon) and the 
void “ mid ”. 

This was an error in drafting. 

Page 101, para. 1, line 8 o»tt# 28 C. W. N. 656. 

Page lOl, paras. 2 and 3, last line read 38 I. C. 847 for 38 I. C 848. 

Page 110, para. 1, last line read 52 Mad. 446 for 52 Mad. 441. 

Page 120, para. 6, line 3 read “Barron" for “Barran”. 

Page 140, under heading ** Notice of meeting ** add Corporatkm 
meetings, failure to summon persons mtitled to take pert in meetmgs. 
Defect cannot be waived. 

In the case of a statutory meeting which is to affect the rights of 
third party such as tax-payers, ^ failure to summon duly all the persons 
ifntitl^ to take part in the meeting is not a defect which can be waived by 
iihe individual members concerned. 1934 P. C. 62. 

Rage 164— ikras of proof for delegation. It lies on those who allege 
that they had powers to do certain acts u^er the delegated authority of (he 
committee. 1 Cal. L. J. 51. 

PowMrs of withdrawal.— The delegation of any powers to a sub¬ 
committee or officer is always subject to an implied power of resumption 
at any lime. By delegation the committee does not vacate its powens to act. 
The parent body is still seized of powers over matters delated to sub-com¬ 
mittees or officers. Orders and resolutimis passed by the parent body with 
reference to matters delegated are valid without any special recall of deleffa.b 
ation. {Huth v. Clarke 1890) 25 Q. B. D. 391. Withdrawal under the 
section means that the delegatee ceases to exercise the powers ^legated. 

Page 171, para. 1, line 20 road “ complied " for “ comply 

Page 175. At the end of Notes, under Section 37, add “ Validity of 
proceedmga, proof of.— Any attack on the proceedings of a statutOTy 
body such as the municipal committee must be clearly difined and clearlv 
proved.*’ 1934 P. C. 62. ^ 

Page 175— ProauttHUtion a« to regularity of proeeeding*. It will 
be presumed that the Municipality has used the regular pipce- 
dure, and that the cpnimon course of business has been foltowed in parti- 
<mlar cases. A person allegii^ tiiat any tax is illegal because tiie strict 
procedure was not followed, must prove his defence. 20 Bom. 782. 

Page 180> At the e^ of Notes under Section 38, add DifOdisal of 
Soti’etary, tomporary injunction. 

Although the stecretary of the District Board may establish that he has 
been wrtmgfuUy dismissed, still, assuming that he has established that point 



; ' V'’ ' ' ; .’’lac ' ■' ■ ■ '\v 

!he k flot eoH'fled to tise Wia^ ' f^fKyrfcion or of i^>eciilc performance. 
IfoOmmoti^ tlmtemporary mjnocti(m lor reatrmi^t^tbe Board from eti- 
foircii^ ifo resoiiDtioD^ IMiAlUlOl. 

Page 189, para, h fiiw 11 odd “aemi colmi” after &62. 

Page 20$t para. 1, last line reed 90 I. C. 340 for 901. C. 240. 

Page 208, para. 2, last line read 56 M. L. J. for 66 M L J 
Pa^ 239, para. 2, last line reod 16 Mad 317 /or 16 Mad. 307. 

Page 241, para. 3, line 8 read 30 Cal. 3'7 for 30 Cal. 217. 

Page 242. Section 50 (2). It is proposed to amend the salvsection 
bp'satxstitnting the word “ sob-section ” for the word “ clause **, 

An error of draftitg is being corrected. 

Page 251, para. 1, (ast line read 23 Q. D. 492 for 23 Q. B. 4921. 

Page 257, para. 5, line 7 read 1930 Sindh 287 for 1932 Sindh 287. 

I^kge 257, last para, last line read 22 Bom. 646 for 22 B<nn. 616. 

Page 258, para. 3, line last read P. R. 103 of 1892 for P. R 103 of 1899 
Page 263, para. 2, line 15 read (19131 IK. B. 422 for (1929) K. B. 42 

Page 264, para. 3, line 2 read (1891) 1. Q. B. 332 for (1894) I. Q. R 
388. 

Page 265, para. 1, line 10 read 79 J. P. 51 for 79 J. P. Jl. 112. 

Page 270, para, 6, line 4 omit the word *' on *' before such 
Page 280, para, last line add 1928 Mad. 160. 

Page 318, under para, headed ‘'Failure to fix scale” add 1914 P. C. 62. 
Page 319, para. 5, last line read 1926 Mad. 800 for 1926 Mad. 830. 

Page 325, para. 2, last line read 23 Mad. 523 far 23 Mad 532. 

Page 327, add at the end of Mote^ to Section 65. Notice of eahanee- 
meat. —Notice of enhancement under Section 65 is necessary otherwise 
the asaessee will be entitled to recover the tax paid. 1928 Mad. 348; 108 
I. C. 529. 

Page 345. After para, headed ** GU>ods in transit ** add ** lntro> 
duce mr idtempts to introdace.** The words “ introducing or attempting 
to imroduce within the octroi limits ” occuirins in S. 155, of U. P. 
Act n of 1916=S. 78 of P. M. Act obviously imply the introduction 
of dutiable article.^ from a place outside the municipal limits 
into the municipal limits. Where there is an intervening space between 
two parts of a municipal area and goods are taken from one such part to an¬ 
other, it cannot be said that such goods are being introduced witliin the 
octroi limits. 1934 All. 318. 

j^esunqption as regards goods found witlua Munie^al Knits.— 

If articles which are of foreign production, are found exhibited by 
vendors within a municipality it is permissible to presume: that they had 
pwd octroi duty on such goods when the same were originally imported. 
1984 Alt 318. 
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Sad^on 78rA. It is lasofosed to ^ ftha 
, ** betor^ ‘‘town or ’ s;^.toe,witHB^ .,,nn«ciea 

notifietr’. 

fage 349,il«ar«io to-soctioo 78-8. In tbemsr»in rtmd “.^rted" 
for “ is posted". 

Page 858^ para ll. line 4, read 26 Mad. 475 for Mad. 47D. 

Page 359, i^r pata. headed add ** Rent for temporarp pcc^pnto**. 
'Piige 860 Margins for- Section 81-A and 82 to be transposed. 

. Page 368, last para., last line read, 21 Cal. 319 for 21 Cal. 316. 

Page 875,-para. 3, Jaist line read 3 Mad. 129 for 3 Mad. 127. 

Page 375, under heading “ Onus of Proof " add ibe words “ and art" 
after the word “ exacted 

Page 458. .At the end of Notes to Sec. 125 add the foltowing:— 

S 125 (21 employing The term refers to the emplt^naent of any 
(Jcind^ for any length of time. 23 Bom. 528. 


lUght of appeal.— No right of appeal is givm under thisor the follow¬ 
ing flections, the reason being that matters of sanitation and health lu con¬ 
nection with private drains etc., are matters at the same time so i^ent a^ 
also so entirely for the local authority that, it was thought better to comti- 
tute them the sole arbitrators of such matters and it is not tor the Magi^ 
trate to question the reasonableness of ttie notice when accused is probated 
for noo<ompHance. The Magistrate will however have every light to 
question the legality of the notice. 43 All. 644. 

TahZamani for permnnent occupation —When the perOTSSion is 
granted unconditionally under S. 172 the committee cannot subsequently 
levy Tah Zamani and such a levy being neither a tax nor a fee, cannot be 
recovered under Section 81. 1934 Lah. 84 (2)> 14 Lah. 664. 


Page 471, para. 1, line 2 nmii the figures “ 182 ” aftw “ Ex". 

Page 535. J?-r Margin to Section 170, read “ Power to require pro¬ 
tection of streets during cutting down of trees, erections or demolittoo of 


buildings &c.'’ 

Page 537. 'Sedtion 170-A is proposed to be an^d»d. TOs amen:t 

ment has already been incorporated as 0^*170 E 

Similarly, the proposed amendments of Sections 170-B, 170 C and 170d!< 
have aliSdy bren incorporated in the above sections m accordance with the 
provisions of the Gtoneral Clauses Act. 

Page 572. Under para, headed ** Imposition , of cwidilwus wJim 
M ncltotiiiiff ^iicroftchiiiciits.^* Qdd at the end of para on p. o7iJi In 14 
Lah. 664=1934 Lah. 84 (2) it was held that any condition as reg^s levy 
of Tah Zamim cannot be imposed subsequently if not impost at the time 
(rt-naortiw. 


Page 698. Proviso to Section 174 (1) is {opposed to be amended as 
{follows ‘ ^ ' 

** Provided that the committee shall make full compepsation toit^e 
owner of the buildup, or to the owner of the land, thus vacated, for any 



fQ coaseftMope of hk botjk^i^ or aoir thereof 

■ set taclK,, • ■'<'', 

Jo the origiiM} iwroviao the words " deleted " appeau* to have beeo 
i^peated: 

PhS(e 60S. ^(f<f ^^Rigbt of cwciBent in ptojectioas**—IJo right of 
eSsemSat ov6rrtdit% the^ provisions of ^Sections 172 and 175 can be acquired' 
with respect to such projecticHis, etc,, 5 I. C. 916.' 

Page 685. Clause (g) of Section 190 is proposed to be amended as 
trader 

" (^) The vet^Iatioh of rooms and the minimum dimensions of doors 
aM windows.*' 

The original was evidkratly wrcragly drafted. 

Page 677. Clause (c) of S. 192 (1) is proposed to be amended by the 
substitution of “ twenty and ten ” for the words “ forty and twenty " 
respectively. 

It is to be observed that the last four words of this clause, “ within 
the municipal area ” seem to be ambiguous. Do they relate to the land 
of a particular individual wherever situated in the municipal area or 
only within the area affected by the scheme f—this also has to be cleared 
up in the proposed amendment. 

Page 682 Section 192-A is proposed to be anrended as follows : 

192-A. If under the provisions of any scheme sanctioned under Section 
192 the erection or re-erection of buildings in a specified area for a speci¬ 
fied purpose is prohibited, any person who after such scheme is sancticraed 
uses any building for such purpose shall unless it was used for this irarpose 
before the scheme was sanctioned, on conviction by a magistrate, be liable 
to fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, and if after such convic¬ 
tion he continues to use the building for such purpose shall be liable to 
fine which may extend to fifty rupees for every day during which such use 
continues. 

Note. —The word “ and” before “ unless ” and the word “ he” were 
redundant due to defect in drafting. 

Page 717. Section 197. The section is proposed to be amended. The 
proposed amendment of punctuation has already been incorporated in the 
section. Similarly the proposed amendment of clause (w) of Section 240 
(1) has been notic^ in the text. 

Page 719. Under para, beaded Grant of licensat” add the following 
para. 

daiMO {d).—liee 9 Bom. 272,11 Bom. 106 and 30 Bom. 126 on the 
interpretaticra of the correqxradii^ section of the Bombay Municipal Act. 
It is further to be noted that there the use of a place as a market is <aily 
prohibited. 

Page 744 at the end rtf Notes under S. 218 add the following 

Offeoea creatad witiionf due pubUeatioa.— If an offence is created 
by a bye-law or order or noticq then it is necessary, for those who i»ve 



tinier ^ Act to create socii i^ence to pabtic^ tbe iibct 00 t^i 
the public at large may kaow that such au offence haa created. 

f < - ^ ^ 

A roeetiug oi the Oomm^ioiera of a municipality resolved Ibat 
certain trade should not be carried on within the area of the municipality 
without a license but no notification whatever to the public was made of 
this resolution. Prosecution of certain persons was commenced for the 
breach of this resoluticm. mid that the conviction could not stand as it was 
necessary for the municipality to notify to the public that such an offence 
has been created. 110 I. C. 788 j 1928 Pat. 506. 

Page 854. Under para, headed “specific remedy” odd the foltowing 
para:-Where a new remedy is given in a case by statute where an old 
remedy existed, the ordinary presumption is that this new remedy is a 
cumulative one and not in lieu of the old remedy. 1931 Mad 83. 
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PUNJAB ACT No. Ill of t911. 

[Received the assent of the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab 
on the 3rd May 1911, and that of the Governor-General on 
7th July 1911, and tvas first published in the "Punjab 
Gazette " of the 11th August 1911.1 

AN ACT TO MAKE BETTER PROVISION FOR ADMINIS¬ 
TRATION OP MUNICIPALITIES IN THE PUNJAB. 

V/HEREAS it » expedient to make better provicion for the 
adminntvation of Muoieipafitiee in die Punjidb; it is hereby 
enacted as follows:— 


CHAPTER I. 

Preliminary. 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Punjab Mviicipal 

Act, 1911; 

(2) It extends only to the territories for the time being 
administeied by the Government* of the Punjab; and 

(3) It shall come into force on such day as the Local 
Government may, by notification in the Official Gaxette, appoint 
in this behalf. 


Notes. 

Commencement.— This Act was first published in the 
Punjab Gazette On the 13 th August 1911 and came into force on 
the 1st of October 1911. It received the assent of His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab on the 3rd May 1911 
and that of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General 
on the 7th July 1911. 

Subsequent Amendments.- The original Act III of 1931 has 
been amended by the following Punjab Municipal Amendment 
Acts:—Act IV of 1918, Act II of 1919, Act I of 1922, Act 
II of 1923, Act I of 1925, Act XV of 3926, Act IV of 1929 and 
Act III of 1933; the Act was partly repealed by Devolution Act, 
1920. In municipalities to which Executive Officers Act, 1931 
is extended, the Act is deemed to have been amended in certain 
respects. These are indicated under several sections which are 
deemed to have been amended. 


• Substituted for “ Lieutenant-Governor " by S. 2 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act, III of 1933. 


Title, ex» 
tent and 
commence¬ 
ment. 
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The Amendment Act of 1918 received the assent of the 
Lieutenant-Governor on 12th March 1918 and that of the 
Governor-General on the 4th of April 1918; the Amendment 
Act of 1919 received the assenc of the Lieutenant-Governor 
on the 16th December 1919 and that of the Governor-General 
on tihe 30th December 1919. The Amendment Act of 1922 
came into force from 1st August 1921. The Amendment Act 
of 1923 received the assent of the Governor on 28th March 
1923 and that of the Governor-General on tiie 24th April 1923. 
The Amendment Act of 1923 was published on the 4th May 
1923, and came into force from 9th May 1923, vide Notification 
No. 15339, dated 9th May 1923. 

The Amendment Act of 1925 came into force on 15th May 
1925, vide Punjab Gazette Notification No. 11876, dated 6th May 
1925. The Amendment Act of 1926 came into force on 4th 
December 1926, vide Punjab Gazette^ dated 10th December 1926. 
The Amendment Act of 1929 came into force on 31st August 
1929. The Punjab Amendment Act III of 1933 came into force 
on 17th July 1933. See Punjab Gazette Extraordinary, dated the 
17th July 1933. All these various amendments and repeal 
have been embodied in the text of the Act. The main 
amending acts have also been given separately at the end. 

. ExteoMon to N.-W, F. Province— By G. I. Notification 
No. 4-H, dated 7th June 1912, the Act with certain modifiea- 
l^ons, was made applicable to N.-W. P. Province. 

Act II of 1923 was extended by Notification No, 242-L. P. 
N/XXI-A-77, dated 4th June 1924. 

Act of 1925 was extended by Notification No. 570-L. P./XXI- 
B.-87, dated 21st July 1925. 

Act of 1926 was extended by Notification No. 927-L. 
P./XXI-A-77, dated 22nd April 1931. 

Act of 1929 was extended by Notification No. 341-L. 
P./XXI-A-77, dated 5th March 1930. 

Modifications applicable to N.-W. F, Province — (1) 

Redd “ Chief Commissioner of North-West Prontier 
Province” for “ Local Government ” and “ Revenue Commis¬ 
sioner ” for “ Commissioner ”, or “ Commissioner of division ” 
and/or « Punjab ” read “Northwest Prontier Province” 
throughout the Act as applied to N.-W. P. Province. 

Previous Legislation.— The earliest Act in the Punjab 
dealing with municija-l administration was the Act XV 
of 1867; this was repealed by Act IV of 1873; both these 
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Acts were very simple and had very little in common 
with the existing law. In 1882 proposals for the 
extension of Loc^ Self-Government were pnt forward in their 
famous Resolution No, 1777, dated 17th of September 1882, by 
the Government of India. As a result of these proposals an 
Oppo^nity was taken to revise the Act IV of 1873. All the 
various municipal Acts relating to other provinces were con¬ 
sulted and drawn upon. The entire act was recast and 
enacted as Act XIII of 1884. This was again repealed by Act 
XX of 1891 which only introduced such changes as experience 
had proved to be desirable; the Act of 1884 may be said to be 
the foundation of municipal administration in the Punjab. 
There have been few changes in principle since Act XIII of 
1884. 

The px^sent Act replaces Act XX of 1891, it does not 
introduce any material changes in the principles of municipal 
administration. The provisions of the old Act have been re¬ 
arranged so as to make their sequence more logical and con¬ 
venient. In the words of the mover, in the framing of this 
Bill, “ The object kept in %uew has been to retain the provisions 
of the existing Act as far as possible, only altering them where 
experience has shown that difficulties existed which needed to 
be solved and adding such new provisions as experience and 
progress showed to be advisable, giving the fullest powers to 
committees to manage their own affairs combined with neces¬ 
sary power of control from without; and also to make use of 
expedients vrhich have been adopted with success in other 
provinces and in other Acts." 

Subsequent Legislation. — The Amendment Act of 1918 
introduced the terminal tax, while the Amendment Act of 1923 
introdxieed some important changes which will be noticed at 
their proper places in the notes. The proport'on of elected 
represenfeitives on the committees was further increased. 

The Act has further been amended in 1925, 1926, and 1929, 
while important amendments have been effected by the recent 
Amendment Act of III of 1933. The changes introduced will 
be noticed at their proper places. 

Principal changes and additions. —•‘See Statement of Objects 
and Reai^ns. 

Interpretation of Municipal Acts — Punjab ' Municipal 
Act is a Code.— The Punjab Municipal Act is a' code 
of law governing municipal committees in the Punjab 
and it is to be remembered that the essence of a code 
is to be exhaustive of the matters in respect of which it-de- 
clares the law and it is not the province of a judge to disre^rd 
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or go outside the letter of enactment according to its true 
construction. Cf. 27 B. 221 at p. 241. 

Stmt coastruction of provuions. —The Municipalities Act 
is a local act of a highly technical nature and one whidi 
touches the private rights of individuals. It has, therefore, 
to be most carefully construed: 6 A. L. J. 544, 21, G. 408. 
The powers given by the Act (XX of 1891) to the Municipal 
Committees are an interference for the public good with the 
ordinary rights and privileges of the puWie and, therefore, the 
law should be very strictly construed against Committees. 
91. C. 889. 

A power to interfere with the ordinary rights of citizens 
will not be inferred in the absence of express grant unless it is 
necessarily implied as incidental to other powers expressly 
granted or as indispensable to repress the mischief contem¬ 
plated and advance the remedy given. Doubts as to the 
existence of such powers must be resolved against the corpo¬ 
ration and in favour of the public. 31 Mad. 520. 

In construing the fiscal provisions of such Acts the 
construction, most beneficial to the subject, ought to be 
adopted. 31 Mad. 408. 

Benevolent constraction.- Municipal Acts are not “ private ’’ 
Acts. The term “ private act ’’ applies to enacteients 
conferring powers upon private associations for pur¬ 
poses which, so far as the associations are concerned, are of a 
purely private character, although great public advantage may 
also result from their labours. Hence a municipal Act is not 
to be consumed strictly like a “ private Act." 2 Mad. 362 at 
p. 392. 

When a public body is entrusted by the Legislature with 
the duty of making public improvements and powers are 
entrusted to it for such purpose, these powers will not be 
subject to a restrictive construction thou^ they interfere with 
private rights. 2 M. 362; 12 B. 474. 

Where the rules are framed in the interests of public 
health they should not be construed in too strict and too limit¬ 
ed a sense. 37 I. C. 854. 

See also notes under various sections of the Act. 

Kepeal. 2. (1) The enactments mentioned in the Schedule are 

hereby repealed to the extent specified in tike fourth colonm 
thereof. 

Saving (2) Bat all municipalities constituted, committees estab- 

clause. lished, limits defined, appointments, rules, regulations, bye-laws 
and orders made, notifications and notices issued, taxes, toBs, 
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irates aiHi fee* ttniiosed or'atsessad, contracts entered mto and 
«aits instititled under the said acts, or any enactment thereby 
repealed, shall, so far as may be, be deemed to have been 
respectively ccmstituted, established,' defined, made, itt n c d 
imposed or assessed, entered into mid instituted under this Act! 

Notes. 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 2, Beng. District Municipal 
Act, 1884. 

S. 2 (2), Beng. Municipal Act, 
1982. 

Sa. 380 & 391, B & 0. Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 5, Bom. Municipal Roroagh.s 
Act, 1925. 

S. 2 (a). Bora. Dist. Municipal 
Act,m of 1901. 

S. 2 (2), Bom. City Municipal 


Act III of 1888. 

S 202, Burma Municipal Act, 
raof 1898. 

S. 2 (b), Cal. City Municipal 
Act, UI of 1929. 

S. 2 (2), C. P. Municipal Act 
of 1922. 

S. 2 (2), Rang. City Municipal 
S. 334, U. P. Municipal Act, 


Scope of the Section. —The general scope of the section 
points to the intention that the system of municipal adminis- 
Wtion prevailing in the municipalities at the time the Act 
was passed should continue in force as it then existed. Cf 
20 Cal. 699. 

General Clauses Act. —By S. 6 of the General Clauses 
Act the repeal of an Act does not affect the liabili¬ 
ties incurred under any enactment so repealed. Blven in the 
absence of such a saving clause an offence committed under 
a repealed Act will not save the offender from punishment. 
S. 147 of U. P. Municipalities Act, 1 of 1900 made it an 
offence to construct a drain contrary to the directions of the 
Board. The accused built a drain contrary to the direction 
of the Board at a time when Act I of 1900 was in force. 
The Act was repealed and had no saving (Clause. The new 
Act imposed a higher penalty for the offence. The accused 
had been convicted by the Lower Court under the new Act* 
the conviction under the new Act was altered. The accused 
was convicted under the old Act according to the provisions 
of the General Clauses Act. 15 A Ij. J. 159; 38 J. C. 736. 
See also 43 I. C. 446. 

If a notification is issued under a rei>ealed Act it would 
be deemed to have been issued under the corresponding re-en¬ 
acted provisions of the new Act. Where a notification has 
been issued in 1908 extending the provisions of a particular 
section with certain modification to a particular municipality 
such notification will be deemed as having been issued 
under the new Act. Where the whole Act has been repealed, 
the particular section must be taken to be repudiated. The 
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S. 2, of the Act or S. 6 of the General Clauses Act 
will not authorize the readjustment of the contents of the no¬ 
tification so as to substitute for the repealed section together 
with modifications of the notification, the provisions of the 
new Act with the modifications of the old notification. Where 
under the new provisions recovery of certain taxes was not 
a charge on the property while under the noti fication under 
the repealed Act such a charge was created: it was held 
that the new provisions could not apply with modification 
created under the repealed Act. 59 C, 1007; 1932 Cal. 315J 

Notification.— This word was defined in the old Act. It 
is used sometimes in its primary meaning signifying merely 
an announcement, sometimes as an authoritative announce¬ 
ment constituting in itself an effective Act of some subordi¬ 
nate authority. But it is also used to denote in itself an 
act of Government a.s contrasted with a mere announcement 
of an Act of Government. It means an order made and noti¬ 
fied. 20 Cal. 699 

A notification issued by a municipal committee consti¬ 
tuted under the old Act directing certain dealers to obtain 
license under a provision of the new Act and issued before 
the Act came into force is ultra vires. 

Notification is not a bye-law, rule or regulation. 1921 
Mad. 713; 66 I. C. 429. 

Notification extending certain provisions of the Act—Pro¬ 
visions amended - Amended provisions do not extend without 
fresh notification.— Ss. 178 and 185, Municipalities Act, II of 
1916 were made applicable to notified areas, but the pro¬ 
visions of the amended Act of 1919 were not extended to such 
areas. 

Held', that a person could construct a building after 
giving notice to the Board without waiting to get sanction as 
provided under the amended Act. 

Held further : that as Ss. 178 and 185 were not repealed 
and re-enacted, S, 6, General Clauses Act, had no appli¬ 
cation. 1933 All. 617. 

Effect of the Act on cases already pending. — S. 2 pro¬ 
vides that pending proceedings which may have been 
commenced under the repealed Act, shall be deemed to have 
been commenced under the new one, but though commenced 
before the passing of the new Act they must, to be effectual, 
be continued under its provisions and can only be used to 
enforce rights and powers in existence at the time when it 
is sought to enforce them, 21 Cal. 528; 3 B. L. R. 584. 



Rulea, etc., nsMle.— Made ** means duly and lawfully 
made, so any rule or bye-law which is ultra vires according 
to the repealed Act will not have any force or will not become 
under the new Act. 21 Cal.'8il7. The presumption, 
however, is that all rules or bye-laws made under any Act 
are lawfully and validly made. The Court dealing with 
any such rule or bye-law ought to presume that they Jmve 
been validly made or sanctioned unless this presumption is 
rebutted. 9 All. 493. 

Where a bye-law prohibiting the covering of drains had 
been passed under one Act and was replaced by a similar 
bye-law under the repealing Act it was held that a breach, 
viz., the covering of the drain with a plank began under the 
former bye-law and continued under the later bye-law was 
not excluded from the operation of the later bye-law and 
was an infringement of it and that the offender was rightly 
convicted under it. 23 Mad. 213. 

Amendment of Act during pending proceedings —New Act 

cannot have retrospective effect unless the retrospective 
effect is specially given. 54 Mad. 627; 1931 Mad. 831. 

Prosecution under the old Act.— Prosecution under the 
old Act cannot lie though the notification under the old Act 
will be deemed to have been issued under the new Act. Pro¬ 
secution must be under the new Act. Cf. 55 Cal 1206; 
1928 Cal. 484. 

Where the procedure for recovery of arrears is changed 
under the new Act.— A prosecution under the old Act cannot 
lie under the old Act for arrears due under Uie new Act. 
138 I. C. 370; 1932 Mad. 660. 

Contracts entered into, —The contract must be a valid 
contract under the Act. A certain municipality sold a shop 
to the plaintiff with an agreement that the shop was to be 
used for selling meat. Plaintiff was prevented from selling 
meat in that shop Plaintiff under similar provisions of 
the Bombay District Municipal Act contendcvl that the right 
created by the municipality was saved by S. 2 of the 
Bombay District Municipal Act, 1901, and that the Munici¬ 
pality had no right to prevent plaintiff from selling meat in 
the shop: Held that the municipality could not enter into 
such a contract under the Municipal Act in vogue at the time 
that the shop was sold. 2 I. C. 36S. 

Tsuses assessed.*— Under Act XX of 1891 the taxes leviable 
by the year are under S. 45 (8), proviso (c), leviable by 
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the calendar year from Ist January to 3l8t of December. 
Under the Act which was repealed % Act XX of 1891 the 
tax was leviable by the financial year. Held that by virtue 
of S. 2, ©1. (2) of Act XX of 1891 the taxes levied under 
the old Act became payable according to the calendar year. 
P. R. 4 of 1898. 

When a tax is imposed under the repealed Act and a 
portion or instalment of such tax is paid before the coming 
into force of the new Act, S. 2 will not debar the 
Committee from imposing the same tax at a higher rate 
and from claiming the remaining portion or instalment of 
the tax at a higher rate. Cf. 8 Mad. 429. 

Conflict of Municipal powers with Court’s decree. —Section 
cannot be read in such a way as to prevent the municipal 
committees from exercising for all times the powers confer¬ 
red by S. 126 of the Act in respect of drains which 
are a nuisance. Therefore even where a person has obtained 
a decree against Ws neighbour declaring his right to pass 
water along a drain the Municipal Committee is empowered 
to close the drain if it is injurious to public health. Cf. 261. C 
781; 12 A. L. J. 1102. 

So far M may be. —The bye-law or rule in existence 
must also be consistent with the provisions of the new Act. 

Sanction under repealed Act.— Sanction to rebuild granted 
under the old Act must be considered to be granted under 
the present Act and hence it can only be availed of in one 
year. P. R. 9 of 1905. 

3. in this Act, unless there is something repugnant in the 
subject or context,— 

(1) ^'annual value” means— 

(a) in the case of land, the gross aimual rent at which it 
may reasonably be expected to let from irear to year: 

Provided that, in the case of land assessed to land-revenue 
or of which the land-revenue has been wholly or in part 
released, compounded for, redeemed or assigned, the 
annual value shall, if the Local Govemmemt so direct, 
be deemed to be double the aggregate of the following 
amounts, namely: — 

(:) the amount of the land-revenue fm* the time bekig 
assessed on the land, whether such assessment 
is leviable or not; or when the land-revenue 
has been wholly or in part cmnpounded for or 
redeemed, the amount whidi, but for such 
composition or redemption woidd have been 
leviable; and 



(ii) wiien tbe inaprovemeiit oi the land due:: to canal 
irrigation hae bean excluded from account in 
awesnns the land-revenue, the amount of owner*s 
rate or water-advtmtage fate, or other rate im¬ 
posed in respect of such in^rovemmtt; 

(b) in case of any house or building, the gross aimual 
rent at which such house or building, together wifh 
its appurtenances and any furniture that may be let 
for use or mijoyment therewith, may reasonably be 
expected to let from year to year, subject to the 
following deductions: — 

(i) such deduction not exceeding 20 per cent, of the 
gross uinual rent as die committee in each par¬ 
ticular case may consider a reasonable allowance 
on account of the furniture let thmrewidi; 

(it) a deduction of 10 per cent, for the cost of 
repairs and for aU other expenses necessary- to 
maintain the building in a state to commsind 
such gross annusJ rent. The deduction under 
this sub-clause shstll be calculated on the balance 
of the gross annual rent after the deduction (if 
any) under sub-clause (1); 

(Hi) where Imd Is let with a building, such deduction 
not exceeding 20 per cent, of the gross annual 
rent, as the committee in each particular case 
may consider reasonable on account of the actual 
expenditure, if any, ainnually incurred by the 
owner on the upkeep of the land in a state to 
command such gross annual rent; 

Explanation (I ).— For the purposes of this clause it is 
immaterial whether the house or building, and die furniture and 
the land let for use or enjoyment therewridi, are let by the 
same contract or by different contracts, and if by difforelit 
contracts, whether such contracts are made simultaneously or at 
different times; 

Explanation (II ).—The ** gross annual rent” shall not 
include auiy tax payable by the owners in respect of which the 
owner and tenant have agreed that it shall be paid by the 
tenant: 

(c) in the cmc of any house or building, the gross 
annual rent of which cannot be determined under 
clause (&) S per cent, on the sum obtained - 1]^ 
adding the estimated present cost of erMting the 
building, less such amount as the committee may 
deem reasonable to be deducted on account of 
depreciation (if any) to the estimated market value 
of the site and any land attached to the house mr 
building: 
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J^ro«iie4«dNit— 

'' {«) til tbe calculation of the .amtnal value any 
ftremues no account lAaB be takon of any 
maclinie^ thereon; 

inf cHboi a buSiihis is occupied bjl' the owner under 
sudi-exeeptibnal circumstances as to 'rendw a 
' valuation‘at 5 per cent, on the cost of erecting 
the bntidhig, less dq»reeiation, excessive, a 
lower percentage may be tdken: 

- Notes* 

Section. 42, clause (3), of the old Act. 

The present definition has, however, been considerably 
^tered. Provision has been made for allowing certain 
deductions on account of furniture or repairs. Provision 
•.. has also been made for calculating annual value of buildings 
^ which are not usually let to tenants and of buildings whose 
r gross rental value cannot be otherwise determined. 

. The definition is very important for purptjses of taxation 
under S, 61. Some of the taxes under this head are leviable 
on. the annual value of buildings. 

For the purpose of assessment of these taxes the annual 
value will have to be determined in accordance with the 
definition. 

Analogous Law: — S 127, Cal. I'ity Municipal 

S. 101, Ben. District Municipal Act of 1923. 

Act, of 1884 S. 73, C P. Miinicipal Act, 1922. 

S. 128, Beng, Municipal Act, XV S 100 (2), Madras City 

of 1932. Municipal Act, 1919. 

S. 98, B. & O; Municiiial Act. S. 82 (2), Madras District 

W22 MunicipaPAct, V of 1920. 

S. 3 Bom Municipal Boroughs i S. 80 (2), ’Rangoon City 

Act, 1925. Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 8 (llli Bom. District Munici- S. 140, U P. Act. 1916. 

.. pal Act, III of 1901. S. 3 (4), Punjab District 

S. 154, Bom. City Municipal Boards Act, 1883. 

Act, III of 1888. English Law: — 

S (4), Burma Municipal Act, S. 4 of Public Health Act, 1875. 
mbf 1898. 

Amiual Value.—-In English rating Acts the wc^s 
annual value ’* or “ rating value ” are in familiar use and 
have long received a, settled construction They have always 
, beeniheld to mean annual letting value, ll Cal. 275. 

. . .Gvon Rent. - It will be observed' from the definition 

. that gross rent is the measure of annual "value. Annual 
Yalj» is often, especially, in. dealing with small property 
, aseertjained by a calculation whichistarts:from the rent reserv¬ 
ed,.in lease and actually paid. But thai rent is by no 

naeans invariably the measure of rateable ),Yahie; additions 
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havft^freqaently to be made for that purposo. And thiads ao 
partly beeanse liiere are ■ many classes of property of which 
rente are not fixed from year to year, and. me rent reserved r 
under a tenancy fora term will usually b^ different from that. 
reserved sunder a yearly tenancy, and .also because the rent 
payable under ?the tenancy may have been fixed long before 
the'period at wWeb the rateable value is being ascertained’ 
and because rents are - often fixed for eonsideradions other: 
than.the,actual value of the property in the market. For 
instance,, a premium may have been paid on the commence^ 
ment or transfer of the lease; or the premises may haVe 
beenlet-by a landlord to the son of a former tenant at a 
somewhat lower rent than could have been obtained from a 
member of the general public. Or again, business premises may 
be let by a widow of the former owner of the premises to the 
person who is going to carry on her husband's business 
at a lower rent than she could have obtained from an 
outsider, or, on the other hand orte of several sons who' cair- 
ries on the'father's business may pay to ‘the heirs of the 
father a larger rent than the premises are worth' in the 
market in oraer to compensate his brothers for* their exclu^ 
sion from the business. Again, to mention a very important 
class of cases, the ma.iority of public houses are owned by 
brewers and let on ** tied " rent, rent which is lower- 
because the tenant covenants to buy liquors of his landlord; ■ 
in other words, the tenant pays a part of his rent in the extra 
price of beer. Rent then is admissible as evidence in ascer¬ 
taining rateable value, but is not necessarily the conclusive 
criterion.- It is not the amount which the landlord ultimate, 
ly receives that is the test. The test is the rent which, the 

tenant may reasonably be expected to give; Smith v. Church¬ 
wardens of Birmingham, (1889) ^2 Q, B. D. /03; East London- 
Rail. Joint Committee V. Greenwich Union, (190/) 71 J. P. 
460' it has never been doubted that the rent which is actu¬ 
ally being paid by the occupier does not necessarily indicate 
what is the rent which a tenant might be reasonably expected 
to pav. London Qounty Council v. Erith, (1893) A. C. at 
p. h88* Vide “ Ency. of Local Government Law/’ Vol. V, 
pp. 35r)-360. 

According to the terms of a lease a tenant was to pay 
Rs.: 20 per mensem and keep the garden properly watered, 
and, if he did not want to water the garden or failed to do so 
the-landlord was .to arrange for watering of the garden and 
the tenant .was to pay Rs.. 50 and where the te^nt chose 
the latter course : Held, the^ annual value was annual 
rent at Rs. 50 per mensem. 31 M. L. 315; 35 X* C. o89. 

reasonably ^ected to let.-Tn 

sul^e^t to "anifttal ‘tbnaney' there- is nob '■muciy diffi/auty ia 



12 


tSeo. 3r 

determining the annual value; the annual rent in most 
cases being taken as the annual letting value. The diffi¬ 
culty arises in cases of buildings in occupation of owners 
themselves or which are in occupation of persons who do 
not pay any rent for such occupation. The subject is fully 
discussed in a Madras case reported in 10 Mad., p. 38, 
where the principles of determining the annual value of 
buildings not usually let are discussed;— 

The Lying-in-Hospital at Madras, built and supported 
by Government having been assessed by the Municipality 
as on a rental of Rs. 1,000 a month, the Magistrate on appeal 
reduced the assessment, finding that Rs. 7,920 per annum 
would be a reasonable assessment, having regard to the 
letting value of the buildings in neighbourhood : but, at 
the request of the Municipality, referred the following ques¬ 
tions to the High Court:— 

"'Whether (as contended by Government) the property 
in question should be valued and assessed on the rent which 
on the property being offered in the open market without 
reserve, a person desirous of securing it would have to pay; 
or 

“ 'Whether (as contended by the Municipality) it should 
be valded and assessed on the highest reserve rent which an 
owner of the property offering it in the open market would 
reasonably demand and below which sum he would not be 
willing to let: 

“'TfeWthe standard value was what the hypothetical 
tenant requiring the building for use as a hospital would be 
willing to pay rather than rent a less suitable building and 
adapt it to his requirements at his own expense, and that in 
this sense the contention of the Municipality was correct,' 

" In the course of the judgment it was observed '. . . 
The standard of value is certainly, as observed by the 
Magistrate, the value of the property to the owner which is 
to be measured, whether he occupies the property himself or 
lets it to a tenant, by the amount of rent per annum it would 
be worth to a hypothetical tenant on the terms laid down 
by the Legislature.' 

“ Again the standard value is the value which the building 
possesses at the time the assessment is made. Hence the 
value of the property in the past or future is immaterial. 
The present value is not the value of any exceptional year 
but the value which under present circumstances the building 
would be worth to let in an average year. . . In letting a build¬ 
ing from year to year the rent would ordinarily be regulated 
by two matters as observed by Blackburn, J., in the Queen 
V. London and North-Western Railway Co., L. R 9, Q. B«, on 
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the one hand by the benefit which the tenant could be likely to 
derive from the occupation, because he would not give more; 
on the other hand, by the nature of the property, such as local 
situation, or the number of persons there are who could 
supply him with an equally eligible building and be willing to 
let it to him; for, while he would not be willing to give more 
than he expects to gain by the occupation, he would not give 
even that if he could get a similar building at a lower price. 
Further, in rating property, it must generally be assumed that 
the hypothetical tenant would be in the same position 
and would use the property in the same way as the 
party, rated, for, the object is to ascertain its intrinsic value 
to the owner in its present condition. In the Queen v. The 
School Board for London, 55 L. J., Q. B. D. 53, it was conten¬ 
ded, inter alia, for the respondent, before a Divisional Court 
of Queen’s Bench, that the rent which the School Board 
might be supposed to be willing to give for the School premi¬ 
ses if the Board w^ere in the market anxious to rent 
premises suitable for use as School, was a fair test of rateable 
value. On the other hand, it was urged for the appellants — 
1 st, that the School Board owning the premises should not be 
supposed to be in the market anxious to rent premises, but 
should be excluded from the numlier of hypothetical tenants 
who might be supposed to be willing- to rent the school 
premises, and 2ndly, that the only true indication of rateable 
value was the rent for which the premises could in their pre¬ 
sent condition be let to a hypothetical tenant from year to 
year, supposing they were not used for Board Schools but 
were applied to any other use or purpose for which they could 
be made available by a tenant. The respondent’s conten¬ 
tion was allowed and appellant’s objections were overruled. 
Cave, J., said : ‘ When you want to find what a hypothetical 
tenant will giv’e you must not take a man who does 
not w'ant the premises for the use for which they 
are built, but wants to use them for some other purpose, 
unless you can first show that they cannot b^ let for the 
purpose for which they are built. If they cannot be let for the 
purpose for which they are built, then, no doubt, you may go 
and see what you can do with them for some other purpose 
and the best sulisidiary purpose you could put them to. But, 
so long as they can be let for the purpose for which they are 
built, it seems to be idle to say " Well if this man were not 
occupying them, they could not be let to any body else.” ’ 

“In appeal the decision was upheld and Lord Justice 
Brown says: * The test of rateable value was the rent for 
which the premises might reasonably be ex{)ected to let to a 
tenant.’ In estimating that, in the present ease, the rent 
for which the premises might be reasonably expectea to let to 
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the^Bo&ni themselves may he considereeU for hows eeaid'tbe n 
only'body likely to require the premises be exeluded’from the’t 
estimate, that is, why should the only body likely to require . 
or use the > premises be excluded from the estimate of rent 
payable?* 

Having these principles in view’, w^e are of opinion that 
the Lying-in-Hospital should not be valued at the rent 
which it w’ould fetch if it were offered in the open market 
without reserve. Admittedly there is butone building in 
Madras specially eligible for use as a Lying-in-Hospital, 
and it is occupied by the owner. If the owner,, the only 
person likely to require the premises, w’ere excluded’from 
the market, then the hypothetical tenant would take advan-. 
tage of the absence’of demand for it and pay no more than, 
those who require it for use other than as a hospital would. ■ 
choose to pay.*’ 

Principles of Valuation of Salt Worics. —In assessing 
any particular property the assessing authority must 
consider what a tenant from year to year with a reasonable 
prospect of the continuation of his lease would give for 
the {premises In considering this, the assessing authority 
must regard the then occupier as a likely tenant. This 
does not mean that the highest rent that can be extorted 
from the occupier, ». e , that he would pay rather be turned 
out, is to be regarded as the rent which the hypothetical 
tenant from'year to year would pay; but that the assessment 
is to be lixed on the highest rent that such a hypothetical 
tenant might reasonably be supposed to be willing to give. 

The premises must be valued for rateable purposes rehus 
sic stantihi^f i.e., as they exist at the date of the valuation. 

In assessing salt works the volume of business done by 
the works, the rent and royalty reserved by the lease, the 
^tual yearly receipts with the usual deductions, the value of 
the land and the factory and any other buildings on the 
premises, any or all of these are factors which would assist 
me Court in determining the mode of assessment to be 
applied to the works, but it is no recognised method of assess¬ 
ment to take the output of the works at so much a ton and 
put the assessment at half that figure less landlord*s deduc-i 
tions. . 

So long as the assessing Court applies one of the re¬ 
cognized modes of valuation and in doing so does not take 
into wnsideration evidence which it should not take into 
consideration and does not exclude evidence .which it should 
take int<? conaderation, it is left to that Court to select its 




particular/‘foaanulaV and it is no objection to the valuation to 

say that it should have adopted some other ^ “ formula *’ 

42 B, 692; 46 I. C. 721. lonnma. 

, ^f^rinciples of dotwrosiniiis a nnua l valua«>^lt is a canon of 
Bating Law that the principle of valuation of any given 
hereditament is the hypothetical value of the hereditament 
as it stands to any hypothetical tenant. It is not appropriate 
to take as a guide the actual rents paid for other and widely 
dissimilar buildings occupied on different terms of tenancv 
1929 Rang. 92. . , 

, H3n[>otitetic«l tenant. -These words have been used in 
tiie above rulings. In order to arrive at the rent which a 
tenant from year to year under the condition supposed in 
the definition of annual value would give for the building 
or land it is necessary in many eases to invent a tenant hold¬ 
ing under such conditions and this fictitious person is called 
a "hypothetical tenant.” The existence of a hypothetical 
tenant connotes that of a hypothetical landlord and the 
rateable value or annual value is the estimated result of an 
imaginary bargain betw’een these two imaginary persons. 
Eney. of L. G. Law, Vol. V, p. 355. 

For purposes of determining the annual value. under 
S. 127, of Calcutta Municipal Act the standard value upon 
which the rates haA'e to be calculated is the value of the 
property to the owner which is to be measured, whether he 
occupies the property himself or lets it to a tenant, by the 
amount of rent per annum it would be worth to a hypothe¬ 
tical tenant. And to find out what a hypothetical tenant 
will give, such a tenant must not be taken who does not 
want the premises for the use for which they are built but 
wants to use them for some other purpose unless it can 
be first showm that they cannot be let for the purpose for 
which they are built. 103 1. C. 683; 1927 Cal. 659. 

From year lo year. —It is not permissible to value houses 
or lands on the basis that a tenant could be found who 
would be willing to pay more if the property were let for a 
term of years. The prospect of the continuance of the 
tenancy has, of course, to be taken into account. No body 
would, for instance, become a tenant of a cotton mill if it 
were certain that the tenancy would last only for a year, A 
tenant from year to year is to be considered as a tenant 
capable of enjo:^ng the property for an indefinite term 
having a term which it is expected will continue for more 
than a year but which is liable to be put an end to by a 
notice. The property is to be rated as if it w'ere let to a 
tenant from year to year and not as if it were let to a tenant 
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for a yOar. R. V. South Staffordshire IVaierzoorhs Co., (1885) 
16 Q. B. D. 359 at p. 369. 

Property to be valued as it stands. —The property must 
be valued as it stands at the time when it is assess^. Its 
value in the past or futux*e is immaterial- Neither past con¬ 
ditions nor the future jjossibilities are to be taken into 
account. A row of shops is to be valued as a row of shops 
and not at the rent which a Banking Company would give 
for it in order to convert it into a bank. Metropolitan Board 
of Works V. West Ham, (1879) L. R. 6, Q. B. 193. 

Annual Value —where rent fixed under Rent Act. — In 

assessing buildings and land to taxation the Committee must 
in the absence of special circumstances take as its basis the 
standard rent in those cases in which the standard rent has 
been fixed under the Rent Act. In other cases it must fix 
the rateable value on a consideration of all the surrounding 
facts and circumstances including the effect that the Rent 
Act has or may have on the matter. In arriving at a deci¬ 
sion as to the amount for which the premises may reasonably 
be expected to let, the assessor will consider the rent a 
tenant can extract from its sub-tenant but this will not be 
the only matter to be considered in arriving at a decision. 
1924 Rang. 194. 

Standard rcoit fixed under Rent Acts and annual value.— 

The C/Orporation of Calcutta, in assessing certain premises 
under S. 131, sub-section (1) of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 
while the Calcutta Rent Act, 1920, is in force, are not com¬ 
petent to increase the assessment above the standard rent— 
under S. 2., Sub-Section (/), cl. (i) of the Calcutta Rent Act, 
1920. 103 I. C. 683; 1927 Cal. 659. 

Method of assessment of a bazar. - The method of assess¬ 
ment of a bazar is to determine the amount of the rent which 
would be paid by an hypothetical tenant for the bazar pro¬ 
perty as a going concern and a hypothetical tenant taking 
the bazar on lease and making his offer for renting the 
property calculates the total gross rent W'hich he would 
receive, and then w^ould make allowances for (a) stalls which 
would become empty and bad debts; (b) necessary expendi¬ 
ture w^hich he w’ould incur in the way of cleaning, protecting, 
etc., the bazar, the cost of collecting rents, and so on; 
(c) necessary outgoings in the way of taxation and then 
profit and loss arising from the transactions. 3928 Rang. 98. 

Axmual Value of building in existence for pairt of a year.— 

The annual value of Imildings which are in existence through 
only a portion of the year cannot be arrived at by distribut¬ 
ing the rent for the period during w'hich they are in existence 



over the period for which they are assessed. The words 
" gross annual rent and the words reasonably be expected 
to let do not permit the valuation to be fixed with reference 
to shorter period than one year. It is doubtful whether an 
uneonstrueted house can be called a vacant house. 1926 
Mad. 1007. 

Cinema.— >The word house in sub-clause (h) is restrict¬ 
ed to dwellings intended for human habitation. A cinema 
theatre is not a housebut a building and the seating 
accommodation which is for the comfort and convenience of 
the audience must be taken into consideration in ascertaining 
the rateable value. Cf. 1926 Rang. 177; 97 I. C. 238. 

Annual value in the case of a race course. —Profits made 
by the owner of a race course from the use of the premises 
is a proper basis for assessing the premises and the Contrae- 
tor*s test is not applicable. 1928 Rang. 129; 109 1. C. 729. 

Deductions. —The several sub-clauses of clause (b) lay 
down the maximum deductions to be allowed for furniture 
and repairs. Only such expenses can be allowed to be 
deducted as are necessary to maintain the building in a 
state to command the gross annual rent. Water-rate paid 
by a tenant is a charge for water supplied. It cannot be 
regarded as an expense necessary to keep the premises in 
repair or to maintain them in condition to command the rent. 
It therefore cannot be deducted. But where a house is let 
on the terms of the landlord paying the water-rate the so- 
called rent really includes a sum paid on account of water- 
rate and this amount must be deducted from the so-called 
rent before arriving at the gross annual rent. Smith v. 
Churchwardens of Birmingham^ (1888) 22 Q. B. D., p. 217. 

Deduction for lavatories, fans and lights. — In assessing 
the rateable value of a building under a corresponding 
provision of City Bombay Municipal Act no deduction was 
allowed to the owner of the building for the cost of bath¬ 
tubs and lavatories which are annexures nor was any deduc¬ 
tion allowed for electric fans and lights which are not 
machinery and which when installed by a landlord become 
part of the premises and are necessary for the user of the 
premises by the tenant. 24 Bom. L. R. 476; 67 1. C. 426. 

Explanation (II).— Report of the Select Committee. 
The practice in Simla was to exclude the^ taxes from the 
gross annual rent if the taxes were paid by the tenant. 
This practice was held to be against the provision of the old 
Act. On reference to the Chief Court it vras held that the 
taxes paid by a tenant to his landlord should be considered 
as forming’ jjftrt of the gross annual rent or annual value: 
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,P. B. 46 of 1910, The explanation restores the former 
practice. The explanation, therefore, overrules P, R. 46 of 
1910. 

Aimuid Value under IncoAe Tax Act—-Deduction of 
taxes payaUe by owners.— The sum at which the property 
might reasonably be expected to let from year to year 
is a hypothetical sum into which rates as such do not 
enter at all and from which they are not to be de¬ 
ducted. But if and in so far as the actual bargain made 
by the parties is considered as evidence of the amount 
A^hich a hypothetical tenant would give or the landlord 
reasonably expect to get the figure which matters is the 
figure which represents the whole of the consideration 
exacted by the landlord for the right to use and occupy 
the property as distinct from any other rights. And the tax 
imposed by S. 149, Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, upon 
the owner, is a liability of the owner and not a tenant tax 
whoever might be paying it actually. The dischaige thereof 
is a benefit to the owner. 1932 Cal. 886 ; 36 C. W, N. 1144. 

In calculating the annual value of property under 
S. 9 of Income Tax Act no deduction can be made on 
account of the municipal tax payable thereon under S. 
149, Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923: 1932 Cal. 886. Contra 

1929 Lah. 503 and 1931 Lah. 320 (2) where it has 
tieen held that annual value of property does not include 
sums paid by tenants to the owner as per agreement on 
account of municipal taxes payable by owner. 1931 Lah. 
320 (2) ; 1311. C. 193; 32 P. L. R. 517. 

In fixing the annual value of a building the taxes pay- 
aWe by the tenant were not considered to be part of the 
gross annual rent in 1925 Rang. 115 ; 4 Bur. L. J. 101. 

ContractoPs le»t. Clause(c). —Under this sub-clause annual 
value can be calculated upon structural value. It is now fully 
ei^blished that buildings and works in the hand of public bodies 
or Government are rateable although no pecuniary profit is or 
could be made out of them. Such hereditaments are very 
rarely let and ex-hypothesis there are no profits which could 
afford a criterion of rateable value. The calculation of annual 
value in such eases is a matter of conjecture and often gives 
rise to difficulties noted in the above Madras ruling and 11 
Calcutta 275. To obviate such difficulties sub-clause (c) is 
enacted which enables the determination of annual value 
where gross annual rent cannot be ascertained under clause 
(fr). The method of working out the rateable value on this 
iwineiple is often called the ** Contractor’s test.^' (" Rney. 
la. a Law»” Vol. V, p. 360). 



See. i§ 

It would b6 dangerous to make contractor’s test the 
sole basis of rating of such properties ais rice mills and indeed 
any industrial undertaking capable of being let. Where the 
hypothetical tenants’ theory can be applied this theory must 
be followed as it is the one contemplated by the definition 
of annual value.” Cf. 1927 Rang. 164. 

Proviso. —In England there was for some time a good 

of conflict in judicial opinions if machinery in premises 
could be taken into account in calculating the annual value of 
the premises. This conflict was mainly due to the fact that 
machinery as such was considered to be personal chattel and 
not hereditaments. This conflict was set at rest by the case 
of Tyne Boiler Works Company v. Overseers of the Parish of 
Longbenton, (1886) 18 Q. B. D. 81, which laid down how 
machinery was to be taken into account in ascertaining the 
rateable value of the premises, and the principles laid down 
in that case were affirmed by House of Lords in Kirby v. 
Hunslet Union Assistant Committee, (1906) A. C. 43. The proviso 
makes it clear that so far as Punjab is concerned the 
machinery on premises is not to be taken into account in 
calculating annual value. In the absence of any auch proviso 
in Burma machinery was taken into account in assessing the 
Electric Supply Company of Rangoon. A question arose in 
Burma as to the annual value of a power station, and it was 
contended on behalf of the Electric Supply Company that the 
value of the machinery is not to be taken into account, but 
this contention was over-ruled and it was held that machinery 
placed in a building is not liable as such to taxation under 
the section imposing a house tax but machinery which is on 
the premises to be rated und which is there for the purpose of 
making and which makes the premises lit as premises for a 
particular purpose for which they are used is, however, to be 
taken into account in ascertaining the rateable value of such 
premises; 24 1. C. 395. This ruling followed the English 
decisions; but this opinion will be untenable in view of this 
proviso. 

The determination in any given ease of what is or is not 
machinery must to a large extent depend upon the special 
facts of that case. 

Generally, the word " machinery ” when used in ordinary 
laiiguage, prima facie, means some mechanical contrivances, 
which by themselves or in combination with one or more 
other movement and interdependent operation of their 
respective parts generate power or evoke, modify, apply or 
direct natural force with the object in each ease of effecting a 
definite and specific result. 
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r An overhead steel tank eonstrueted by a municipality for 
the storage of water during hours when the demand was 
comparatively small and to supplement the supply when the 
demand is large was not held to be machinery (46 Oal. 510). 
This opinion was confirmed by the Privy (Douneil in 49 Cal. 
l90; 67 1. C. 926; 1922 P. C, 27. . 

(2) ** BoHding *’ means any shop, house, hut, outhouse, 
shed or stable, whether used for the purpose of human 
habitation or otherwise and whether of masonry, 
bricks, wood, mud, thatch, metal or any other material 
whatever, and includes a wall and a well: 

Notes. 

The old Act contained no definition of the word 
building. ” The words “ the whole or any part ” between 
the words means ” and “ any ** which had been introduced 
by the Amendment Act, 11 of l923, have again been omit¬ 
ted by the recent Amendment Aet, III of 1933. See State¬ 
ment of Objects and Reasons, el. (1). The word “ shop has 
also been added before “ house by the Amendment Act, III 
of 1933. 


Municipal Act, 1884 6 (4'>. | 

S. 3 (2), Bengal Municipal 

Act, XV of 1932. 

S. 3 (1), Bihar and Orissa 

Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 3 (2), Bombay Municipal 

Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 3 (2), Bombay District 

Municiiial Act, III of 1901. ^ 

S. 3 («), Bombay City Municipal \ 
Act, III of 3888. I 

S. 2 (2), Burma Municipal Act, i 
m of 1898. 

S. 3 (7), Calcutta City Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of J923. 

S. 2 (»'»), Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 


3 («), Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, II of 1922. 

3 (4), Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 3 (3), Madras District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 3 (*»), Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

S. 2 (3), U. P. District Board 
Act, X of 1922. 

S. 2 (2), IJ. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


English Lazv:“- 

i S. U, Public Health Act, 1925. 


Attalogous Law ;— 1 

S. 6 (4), Bengal District \ ?'• 

S 


It will be noticed that the term “ building *' is defi ned 
in most of the municipal Acts in force in India. Some Acts 
define the term as including a wall. The definition of 
** building and that of the expression erect or re-erect any 
building are very important in view of the control of the 
municipalities over construction of buildings within 
municipal areas. 

jEkiildinjg. —The meaning of the word “ building in 
Webster's Dictionary " is a “ fabric or edifice constructed; 
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a thii^ bpiilt.** It includes a structure of any kind. In law 
anything erected by art and fixed upon or in the sQil com¬ 
posed of different pieces connected together and designed for 
permanent' use in the poeition in wmch it is so fixed is a 
building. Thus a pole fixed in the earth is not but a fence 
or wall is (“ Century Dictionary **). 

The following structures have been held to be buildings: 

(1) A kutta which is permanent in character and 
which serves as a broad extended doorstep or raised platform 

'of communication with the public road; Rat. Un. C. C. 483 
(1889). 

(2) A tin roofed shed: 39 A. 482 ; 43 I. C. 307. 

(3) An addition to a building; 1 Mad. L. J. 371. 

(4) A corrugated iron shed. 7 C, L. J. R. 243. 

<5) Construction of a new and additional wall which 
materially enlarges a courtyard: 26 I. C. 651. 

(6) A compound wall; 45 B. 1151; 63 I. C. 155. 

(7) Cowshed is a building; 1926 Nag, 281; 92 I. C. 796. 

(8) A w’ooden shed of dimensions 10x8x8 feet roofed by 
tin sheeting and used for sleeping purposes for night was 
held to be a building though moun^ on wheels which 
permitted it to be moved from one part of the site on which 
it stood to another: 5 Lah. 543; 1925 Lah. 252; 85 I. C. 379, 

(9) Where in the definition of building ” wall is not 
included or where the building is not defined, it is always a 
question of fact whether a wall will be a building. It will 
depend on the height and the purpose for which it - is built: 
1923 Rang. 65 (2). 

(10) The erection of a mere fence or boundary wall is not 
an offence under the Burma Municipal Act. But where such 
a wall is built so as to enable the occupier of the main house 
to use the enclosed area as part of his habitation and not 
merely as a boundary or fence it comes within the definition 
of a “ building ** and disobedience to an order or direction 
to dismantle the same is an offence under the Act ; 1923 
Rang. 65 (2). 

(11). No doqbt a temporary protection against heat or 
rain is not a building but a permanent chabutra with a shed 
erected on it is a “ building ” as defined in S. 2 (2) of the 
Act. It is immaterial whether the roof is or is not of a 
permanent character like the chabutra : 28 All. 199 Ref. See . 

1933 All. 657. 

Where a chabutra is already in existence setti^ up of a 
roof ihereon is at least altering part of a building if not 
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aettt&lly erecting a building arid a notice under S. 186*‘ is not 
illegal. 

Note.—Vnder Punjab Act (1) will not fall within the 
definition of a building. 

Cases reported in i5 C. W. N. 84, and 7 C. W. N. 374 
and d3 I. C. 290 are based on the special wording of the 
Ben^l Municipal Act (III of 1884) and have no application to 
the definition of building in the Punjab Act. 

The following have been held not to be buildings:— 

(1) A wire fence: 41 B. 563; 41 I. C. 556. 

(2) A reed fence: Rat. Un. C. C. 145 (1880). 

(3) A mere wattle fence: Rat. Un. C. C. 428 (1888). 

(4) Enclosure of canvas screens: 28 All. 199. 

(5) A grain pit: 20 I. C 611. 

(6) A chabutra is not a building requiring sanction of 
the committee - a buildixig, in the absence of any definition of 
the term, means a structure with a roof, Chabutra if it 
does not encroach on a street or drain cannot be regarded 
as a building requiring permission of the committee before 
it is built: 1921 Nag. 147 (2)=64 I. C. 274. 

[For further notes see under Ss. 3 (5) and 189.] 

(2a) ** Bufidkig line ’* means a line beyond which the outer 
face or any part of an external wall of a bnildma; 
may not project in the direction of any street, existing 
or proposed; 

Notes. 

This expression has been introduced in the Act by 
Amendment Act, III of 1933. The definition will exclude 
projections and tharas which will have to be considered 
as outside this line. This interpretation clause has been 
rendered necessary by the introduction of S, 192. 

(3) ** Bye-bws ” and ** Bye>law ” mean, rei^ectively, the 
regulations made or to be made by the Committee at 
a special meeting under the auUiority of this Act and 
any one of such regulations: 

Notes. 

Analogoitt definitions.— Cf. S. 2 (3) of U. P. Act II of 1916. 

S 3 (3), Bengal Municipal Act, 1932. 

S. 2 (3), Burma Municipal Act, 1898. 

. . S,. 3 (8), Calcutta City Municipal Act, 1923. 

S. 3 (4), Madras District Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S 3 (5), Rangoon City Municipal Act, 1922. 

•Coiresponds to S, 195 of Punjab Municipal Act; 
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Orisin of 0am word fcye-low.— The word “ bye-law ** meant 
originally a law made in iind for ^'bye ” ot *‘buiii,” 
a fortified town cr vill—regulations issued by local authority 
for the regulation of a borough. But? the word has now 
attained a wider significance, and includes all orders, ordi¬ 
nances, regulations and statutes made by any authority 
subordinate to parliament or legislature. * 

The subordinate authority must, of course, have power. 
expressly or impliedly conferred on it to legislate on the 
matters to which the bye-law relates. And tiie l^e law 
which tiiat authority makes must be reasonable in itself, 
hot be retrospective, and it must not be contrary to the 
general law of the land. 

The municipalities are empowered to make bye-laws 
under sections 31, 167, 188, 189, 190, 197 and 198. 

Procedure. - The bye-laws under the Act should be made 
at a special meeting and the committee should follow tiie 
procedure laid down in Ss. 200 and 201. 

Distinction between bye-law and rule.— The Act draws a 
clear distinction between a bye-law and a rule; a bye-law 
is one which is made by committees in the exercise of 
powers conferred upon them by the Act, while a rule is one 
which may be made by the local Government under powers 
reserved under S. 240. 

A bye-law is generally binding on the public and its 
breach is* an offence, while a rule is departmental and 
binding on munieij^l committees and its breach is generally 
not an offence. 

Characteristics of valid bye-laws.— The following essential 
characteristics of a valid bye-law are well settled;— 

I. It must not be ** ultra vires. "— The statement means 
tiiat the bye-law must be confined to the limits of the 
subject matter handed over by the legislature to be dealt 
with by the subordinate authority and must not impose any 
restriction not authorised by tiie language of the statutes. 
A bye-law must be so framed that its provisions come within 
the scope of the particular section under which it is made. 
The following are a few instances of bye-laws which have 
been held to he ultra vires :~{1) A bye-law framed by a 
municipality provided that every place used for drying 
fi)^ or fins shall be surrounded by a wall not less than six 
feet in height or with a fence made of bamboo mats, &e.: 
Held that the bye-law was ultra vires of the powers con¬ 
ferred by S. 33 (&), Bombay Act, VI of 1884 and 
S. 48 (&) (w) of Bombay Act, III of 1901; as both 
these sections extend only to the regulation of business 
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within the place used and give no authority to require 
externad structures. 4 Bom. L. R. 585. 

(2) A bye-law under S. 559 (18) of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act of 1899 purporting to create a continuing 
breach which is outside the scope of and fails to comply with 
the provisions of S. 561 requiring that there should be a 
notice after the bi^aeh is ultra vires. 10 C. L. J. 623; 41. C. 
259; 37 C. 545. 

(3) S. 55 of Public Health Act empowers the making of 
bye-laws with respect to the removal by the occupier of dust, 
ashes, rubbish, filth, manure and dung. A bye-law directing 
all occupiers to remove all snow from foot-paths opposite 
their respective premises was, therefore, held to be ultra vires. 
Brotvn v. Holyhead L. B., 27 J. P. 184. 

(4) A general power given to a canal company to make 
bye-laws for the good government of the company and for 
the good and orderly use of the navigation was held 
not to authorize the making of a bye-law prohibiting Sunday 
navigation. Colder & Hebble Navig. Co. v. Pilling^ 14 L. J. 
Ex. 223. 

(5) By S. 172 of the Public Health Act, 1875, a local 
authority may license the proprietors of pleasure boats 
and vessels and the boatmen or other persons in charge 
thereof and may make bye-laws for regulating the number¬ 
ing and naming of such boats and vessels and the number of 
persons to be carried therein , .. and the qualification of 
such boatmen or other persons in charge.... It has been 
held that these words do not empower an authority to, make 
a bye-law that proprietors of boats (not themselves acting as 
boatmen) must take out a license. Byrne v. Brown (1893) 
57J. P.741. 

(6) S. 116 (1) (;) of the Berar Municipal Act, 1886, 

empowers a committee to make rules for certain purposes 
and generally for carrying out the purposes of municipal 
law. S. 79 authorizes the closing of streets temporari¬ 
ly for repairs. The Camp Municipal C/Omniittee of Amraoti 
made a bye-law under S. 79, read with S. 116 (1) (/), 
prohibiting witiiin certain limits a particular class of 
traffic on certain roads—the effect of the bye-law being to 
deprive the public of a right in respect of the prohibited traffic 
which it had long enjoyed. Held that the bye-law was illegal 
and ultra vires as the sections relied upon do not empower the 
committee to close the street to a particular kind of traffic.* 
51 I. C. 341. _ 

• Under powers conferred by S. 188 (1) (p) such a bye-law 
would be perfectly valid in the Punjab. 
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(7) Similarly it has been held that* a statutory power * 
'to regulate and ^vern a trade by bye-laws will not 
justify a total prohibition of such trade Within a consider¬ 
able area where there are no grounds for suggesting that 
it could not be carried on without causing a nuisance. 
Toronto Corp. v. Virgo, (1898) A. C. 88. 

(8) Under S. 128 (&) (1) of Municipalities Act, I 
of 1900, a municipal committee has power to make rules, 
inter aUa^, for regulating and inspecting places of public 
entertainment and resort and for charging fees for the use of 
such places. Allahabad Board promulgated a rule under 
the alwve section by which no person was allowed to sell or 
expose for sale any goods in any street or public place under 
the control of the board except by permission of the board 
and on payment of such fee as the Market Committee may 
fix. One Imami was prosecuted for the breach of the above 
bye-law as he was found selling goods on a strip of land 
alongside a road. The b^ard contended to read the words 
“ place of public entertainment and resort ” distributively. 
Held the bye-laws do not empower regulation of and chain¬ 
ing fee for use of streets which though places of public 
resort are not places of public entertainment, and that the 
rule was ultra vires of the powers conferred by S. 128 (h) (1). 
35 All. 24; 16 I. C. 333. 

(9) A bye-law prohibiting the sale of fish or meat out¬ 
side the market was held to be ultra vires of S. 70 of Bombay 
Act, VI of 1873. 1895 Rat. Un. Or. C. 797. 

(10) Power to make bye-laws given to municipalities 
and to provide penalties for breaches thereof does not carry 
with it the power to adjudicate or even to determine who 
shall adjudicate whether a person has broken the bye-law. 
Hence bye-laws purporting to give the Managing Committee 
of the municipality power to try offenders against such 
bye-lays or to lew fine upon them are ultra vires. 8 B. H. 
C. R. 39. 

(11) Evasion of payment of octroi duty. —A bye-law ran 
as follows:—Any evasion or attempt at evasion of payment 
of octroi dues shall render the offender liable to a ‘fine of 
not exceeding Rs. 50.'* Held that the above bye-law was 
invalid as it made no distinction between lawful and unlaw¬ 
ful, honest or dishonest evasion. Every person is at liberty 
to evade the pa 3 nnent of any tax by any lawful and honest 
means, not expressly prohibited by competent authority. 

P. R. 27 of 1889 Cr. 

(12) A bye-law must comply with the provisions of the 
enactment under which it is made. The definition of 
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“ o^q|)ier ” as given in the i^e-laws of Delhi Municipal 
Conumttee framed under S. 188 (h) is ultra vires so far as 
it is inconsistent with the definition of the term given in 
S« 3 (10) of the Act itself. A bye-law, therefore, which 
makes the owner of a building responsible in a case where 
he is not in actual possession of the building for the use of 
the building in a particular manner by his tenants, where he 
has no legal power to control the acts of his tenant with 
regard to the use of the premises leased is manifestly un¬ 
just and hence unreasonable. 2 L. 239 ; 64 I. C. 129. 

(13) Where the term “erection of a house does not 
include the mere erection of a wall apart from its erection 
as part of a scheme for the erection of a house itself with¬ 
in S. 241 corresponding to S. 190, Punjab Municipal Act, bye¬ 
law prohibiting the erection of a compound wail is ultra vires. 
1922 Pat- 56. 

(14) Under Madras City Municipal Act the corporation 

is authorised under S. 349 (2) to frame bye-laws providing 
for the regulation of the time and mode of collecting taxes, 
duties and tolls, and under S. 129 (.1) the corporation is en¬ 
titled to levy tax on timber brought in the city at such rates 
and in such manner as may be determined by the Council and 
on export is bound to refund a portion. In pursuance of 
these provisions the corporation made bye-laws regulating the 
refund of the tax. Bye-law No. 8 provided that 48 hours* 
notice prior to export of timber must be given. A claim to 
enforce it by refusing refund is unreasonable and the cor¬ 
poration has no authority to promulgate a bye law enforceable 
by a penalty and so as to curtail the statutory right of the 
exporter to obtain a refund; the bye-law is therefore ultra 
vires on these grounds and also on the ground that it effects 
to impose a penalty of forfeiture without any express power 
to do so, 53 Mad. 722 ; 51 M. L. J. 650 ; 1930 Mad. 648. 

The only penalty fixed by the bye-laws for a breach of 
them is that contained in Bye-law 14, namely, liability to pay a 
fine of Rs. 50, on conviction and power of forfeiture of the 
right to refund is not conferred by any bye-law for breach of 
bye-laws. 

Bye-laws made in pursuance of a delegated authority to 
that effect must be consistent with the statute under which 
they came to be made and since the bye-law abridges the right 
to refund not conferred by S. 129 (1), it is inconsistent 
with it and ultra vires. 1930 Mad. 648 ; 53 Mad, 722. 

Subsidiary legislation, by bye-law, if it is to be >^alid 
must come cleMrly within the powers given to the body mak- 



mg it by ttieir controlling statute and neither S. 129 (1) nor 
S. 349 (2) empoweris the corporation to make bye-laws in re¬ 
gard to the refund of taxes. 

(15) Power to regulate doe* not nudiide {»ower to pro¬ 
hibit. —’V^ere bye-laws authorize the regulation of music in 
streets on occasions of festivals a bye-law prohibiting every 
kind of music in streets was held ultra vires. The power to 
regulate is given as regards some matter which is in existence 
and it would be a misnomer to direct regulation of a thing 
that does not exist. Regulation of traffic, for instance, 
assumes the existence of traffic. That would not empower 
the committee to confine every citizen to his house and to 
prohibit all traffic. 51 All. 485; 116 I. C. 814j 1929 All- 201. 

(16) The fourth bye-law in Chapter III of the Bye-Laws 
framed by the Bombay Municipal Corporation, which pro¬ 
hibits the use of any measure which has not been duly veri¬ 
fied by comparison with the standai*d measure, is beyond the 
powers vested in the municipal corporation under S. 461 
of the City of Bombay Municipal Act, inasmuch as it pur¬ 
ports to give the municipal corporation or the Commissioner 
far wider power than that conferred by S. 418 of the Act. 

Clause (o) of S. 461 of the City of Bombay 
Municipal Act means no more than that the corporation shall 
have power to pass bye laws^ to prevent the practice of fraud 
by the use of measures which are false or defective with 
reference to the standard measures assumed to have been 
verified by the Commissioner as directed in S. 418. But 
neither under S. 418 nor under S. 461 has the cor¬ 
poration the power to say that in the private markets of the 
city no measure shall be brought into use unless it has al¬ 
ready been verified by the Commissioner. Rather the pro¬ 
visions of tlie Act import that if the Commissioner has reason 
to suspect any particular measure which is current, his 
method of controlling it is to verify it as directed under S. 
418, and thereafter to seeui^ that the measures of that 
denomination in use shall correspond wdth the verified 
measure. 

There is nothing in S. 418 or under S. 461, cl. (r) 
of the City of* Bombay Municipal Act which would 
justify the municipality in prohiMting the use of an honest 
measure in a private market, merely on the plea that if the 
use of that measure were prohibited, it might be easier for 
the municipality to ensure that the measures actually in use 
should not ^ false or defective with reference to the veri¬ 
fied and standard measures. 
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The use of the honest measure of one descripti&n cannot 
be said to facilitate the commission of fraud by the use of the 
false or defective measures of a wholly different name and 
description. 40 I. C. 701. 

(17) By S. 70 of Madras Harbour Trust Act 1886 
’ the i^ard is empowered to make bye-laws for the reception, 
removal and porterage of goods, A bye-law framed under this 
section provided that importers desiring to store cargo must 
ajjply to the Secretary of the board for such space as they 
might require, and that sxich applications would be granted 
on such terms as the board might approve, and concluded 
with the reservation that the board while taking all reason¬ 
able precautions, would accept no responsibility in respect 
of property stored upon its premises, which would remain at 
the risk of the consignees or owners. Held that this provi¬ 
sion was not a bye-law for reception or removal of goods 
within the meaning of S. 70 of the Act and was ultra vires. 
22 Mad. 524. 

(18) S. 42 of the Burma Municipal Act empowers 
a municipal committee to make bye-laws for rendering 
licenses necessary for pawnbrokers and determining the 
conditions subject to which they shall be granted. 

A condition in pawnbrokers^ licenses issued under 
S, 142 of the Burma Municipal Act limiting the rate of 
interest chargeable by pawnbrokers does mcxlify and restrict 
the law w’hich allows freedom of contract, but it is not on that 
account ultra vires of the municipal committee inasmuch as 
the power to limit the rate of interest is reasonably implied 
in the power to determine the conditions of such licenses. 

It does not lie in the mouth of a licensee to object to the 
terms of a license which gives him rights and privileges 
which he would not enjoy without such licenses. 

Any one who wishes to carry on the business of a 
jjawnbroker within the Rangoon Municipality must have a 
.license and must carry on his business in conformity with the 
conditions of that license, whether or not they modify the 
law under which business for w^hich no license is required are 
carried on. 42 I. C. 756. 

(19) A bye-law imposing restrictions upon traders using 
public markets for the purpose of carrying on their trade 
by prohibiting them, on pain of penalty from demanding or 
accepting the customary deductions on account of charity, 
gratuity or services of private persons, etc., is in excess of tlie 
power conferred on a nmnicipality by S. 190 (1)* (6) of the 
Act, in framing the bye-law and the same is ultra vires 

Nag. 68. ■ ^ 


•Corresponds to S 188 (e)n of Punjab Act. 



20 

(24)) The power lo enact bye-laws in restraint of trade 
or other civil rights must be conferred on corporations by 
express words of the statute and cannot be implied from wide 
terms as these of el. (oo), S. 179* (1), /1933 Nag. 68. 

(21) Recently municipal committees in the Punjab have 
framed bye-laws under S. 189 combined with S. 188 
(m) regulating the erection and re-erection of tharas and 
projections. These bye-laws so far as they prohibit the 
re-erection of these tharas and projections are ultra vires as, 
under the law as it existed at the time the bye-laws were 
framed, no permission, written or otherwise, was necessary 
for the re-erection of a thara or projection. 

Bye-laws held to be “ intra vires.”— A bye-law providing 
against evasion of payment of octroi held not to be ultra 
vires of Act IV of 1873 inasmuch as, where a tax has been 
lawfully imposed under that Act, S. 14 (a) would authorize 
a committee to frame a bye-law with the view of cheeking 
the evasion of such tax, as it would thereby carry out 
one of the purposes of the Act, vis., the realization of a 
tax imposed under it. P. R. No. 12 of *1888 Cr. See also 
P. R. 4 of 1887. 

Bye-hkw made under a wrong provision but the byh-law 
competent under another provision. —If a bye-law making body 
promulgates a bye-lawr under a provision which is inapplicable 
but it still had an authority to make the bye-law under some 
other provision of law, the bye-law' may yet be quite valid. 
53 Mad. 722; 1930 Mad. 648. 

“ Ultra vires ” bye-laws. — Rules are not ultra vires where 
rule-making authority are not show’n to have any authority 
not only under the Act but under any law" whatever, 1925 
Nag. 393. 

Bye-laws laying conditions under which refund can 

be claimed are not “ultra vires.** —No bye-law of the munici¬ 
pality can cut dow n an exemption allowed by the legisla¬ 
ture. If the municipality has its bye-laws framed so as to 
cut down that exemption such a bye-law would be invalid. 
But in the case of a terminal tax there is no such exemption 
given by the statute. It is only under the bye-law that 
any one is entitled to the refund of the terminal tax at all. 
It is competent for the authorities, which out of mere grace 
allow an exemption, to prescribe and lay down under what 
conditions it will grant that exemption. J 921 Sindh 175. 


•O/. S. 188 (*>). 
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Maii^tenance amd at roads* —Where the district 

board is enjoined to provide for the repair and main¬ 
tenance of roads, the district board framed bye-laws 
punishii^ people encroaching on public roadsj it was held 
the district board had power to make bye-laws for carrying 
out all or any of the purposes of the Act. The bye-laws 
were held to lx? not ultra vtres and it w'as held that the 
district board has impliedly, if not expressly, power to 
provide for, by its bye-laws, the punishment for encroach¬ 
ments over its roads in order to carry out tlie provisions of 
S. 78 of the Act, namely, to provide for the repair and 
maintenance of its roads. 1922 Pat. 545. 

II. The bye-law must be certain and positive in its terms.— 

Certainty means that it must contain adequate information 
as to the duties of those who are to obey: Kruse v. Johnson, 
(1898)2 Q.B. 91- In Nash v. Finlay, (1902) 66 J.P. 183, 85 L T. 
682, a bye-law that no person shall wilfully annoy passengers 
in the streets was held to be void for unttertainty on the 
ground that there were other bye-laws dealing "with the 
specific nuisance and this particular bye-law did not give 
adequate information of what it intended to prohibit. 

Positiveness in a bye-law is akin to, thv)ugh not identical 
with, certainty; it means that the bye-law must contain a 
definite and imperative proliibition or command so that 
persons to be affected by it may have n>) doubt as to whether 
they must or need not obey it. 

in. Bye-laws must not be repugnant or inconsistent with 
the general law or with the provision of the municipal Act, 
If the bye-law is inconsistent with any provisions of the Act 
it is ultra vires. All bye-laws which arc contrary to the laws 
or statutes of the. country are void. A bye-law is not 
repugnant to the general law merely because it creates 
a new offence and says that something shall be un¬ 
lawful which the law does not say is unl^ful. It is repug¬ 
nant if it makes unlawful that whic15>,4he general law 
says is lawfuL It is repugnant if it expressly or by neces¬ 
sary implication proposes to alter the general law of the 
land. Again, a bye-law is repugnant if it adds something 
inconsistent with the provision of a statute creating the same 
offence; but if it adds something not inconsistent that is not 
suflScient to make the bye-law bad as repugnant. Gentel v. 
Rapps, {19Q2) I. K. B. 160. "A bye-law must necessarily 
a^ something to the common law, otherwise it would be idle^"’ 
{R. v. Saddler's Co., [1855] 3 El. & EL 42 per Martin, J.). 
The following cases illustrate the working of this rule 
against repugnancy: an Act for the regulation of a common 
provided for the election of Conservators and declared that 
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"aay tenant or oecupiers of a dwelling honse’* of specified 
value should be qualified as an elector; the Conservators, 
however, in the exercise of their power of making bye-laws 
purported to restrict ihe right of voting to persons whose 
names appeared on the parliamentary register; it was held 
such a bye-law was invalid in ijeing iiMjonsistent with the 
provision of the statute. Purvis v. Wimbledon Com. Cons., 
(1890) 62 li. T. 529. Again, the general law in dealing with 
persons who travel on a railway without paying the fare 
makes fraudulent intention the gist of the offence. A bye¬ 
law to the effect that any person not holding a ticket should 
forfeit a sum of money whether guilty of fraudulent inten¬ 
tion or not would be bad as adding a provision inconsistent 
with the terms of the statute: Dearden v. Townsend, (1865) L. 

R. 1 Q. B. 10. So, too, if a statute imposes a penalty for a 
certain offence a bye-law cannot validly impose a larger 
penalty for the same offence. 

Another instance of a bye-law inconsistent is afforded 
by the ease reported in 44 I. C. 744. S. 86 (2) [corres¬ 
ponding to S. 172 (2) of the Punjab Act] of the Berar 
Municipal Act requires a notice for the removal of certain 
encroachments and failure to comply with notice is punish¬ 
able under S, 139 (==219 of our Act). Rules 19 and 30 
made under S. 116 make it punishable to construct any 
encroachment or pro.iection without >vritten permission of the 
committee. The effect of the rule is to do away with the 
notice required by S. 138 for punishment of an act 
declared unlawful by S. 86. The rule w'as» therefore, 
held to be ultra vires - when a statute expressly deals vrith any 
matter and lays down certain procedure, it is not competent 
to the committee to repeal any provision of the Act under 
which powers to make bye-lawrs is given. 44 I. C. 744*. 

Repugnancies in bye-laws made by different authorities.—In 

order to determine, whether a bye-law^ framed by a local 
body duly authorized in this behalf by ai. Act of provincial 
legislature and sanctioned by Government—in this case a 
bye-law made by a municipal corporation of Calcutta under 

S. 559 (18) of the Calcutta Municipal Act prohibiting 

the leaving of cart or carriage in a public street unattended 
—is repealed by implication by a rule made subsequently by 
the local Government under the authority of an Act of the 
Imperial Tjegislature —in this ease a rule made under the 
Motor Vehicles Act, S. 11 (2) (/) (i) prohibiting a 

motor vehicle from being allo^ved to stand in a atreet or 
public place unattended—the test is w'hether there is a 


*See algo 2 L. 239 quoted on p. 26 supra under ultra vires bye-laws. 
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repugnancy between the bye-law and the rule, where, as in 
thus ease it is possible to read the bye-law and the rule 
together in such a way as to make one supplement the other, 
there is no repugnancy and consequently no repeal by 
implication ; the mere fact that offences contemplated by the 
bye-law and the rule are not identical is immaterial. 61 I. C. 
641. 

IV. It must be gmeral and not particular in its appli^- 
tion. —It must not be unfair or discriminating. Authority 
is frequently given to make bye-laws for the regulation of 
particular classes of trades, and it is, of course, inevitable 
in every case that restrictions imposed by bye-laws should 
prove more inconvenient or prejudicial to some members of 
‘the public or of a particular trade than to others. Such 
undesigned and inevitable inequalities in its operation do 
not render invalid a bye-law, the general effect of which is 
intended and calculated to work for the good of the commu¬ 
nity at large by promoting order or suppressing nuisances; 
but it would be impossible to justify a bye-law calculated to 
benefit or injure an individual or class without any corres¬ 
ponding advantages to the public. In Kruse v. Johnson 
(1898) 2 Q. B. 91, Lord Russel, C. J., laid down that it was 
the duty of courts to condemn a bye-law as unreasonable 
if they were proved to be partial, unequal in their operation 
as between diflferent classes; if they were manifestly 
unjust.** 


V. It must be reasonable. —Generally the courts have 
declined to interfere with the decision of the municipal 
committees and have refused to substitute their own judg¬ 
ment for that of the committees. But in case of bye-laws 
tile courts in England assumed jurisdiction to sit in judg¬ 
ment upon the bye-laws of committees passed with all proper 
formalities and within the limits of authority conferred 
upon them by the legislature and to declare bye-laws to be 
invalid if in the judgment of the court they were unreason¬ 
able and to ignore the fundamental difference which exists 
between other corporation and municipal corporations 
whose councils are representative bodies elected by the 
people to which have been entrusted powers of subordinate 
legislation. The mistake was not rectified till the case of 
Slattery v. Naylor (1888) 13 A. C. 446 came before the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. The jurisdiction 
to set aside bye-laws in extreme eases was not given up; the 
theory that a bye-law eould be treated as unreasonable merely 
because it does not contain qualifications which commend 
themselves to the minds of the judges appears to have 
beem abandoned. Another step forward was taksn in 1898 
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when a specially constituted court of seven Judges in 
V. Johnson (1898) 2. Q. B, 91 laid it down that in deteriuining 
the validity of bye-laws made by public representative bodies 
the Court ought to be slow to hold that a bye-law is void 
for unreasonableness and that a bye-law ought to be support¬ 
ed unless it is manifestly partial or unequal in its operation > 
or unjust or made in bad faith. The bye-law in question 
prohibited any person from playing music or singing within 
fifty yar^ of any dwelling house after being requested by 
a constable or inmate to desist. It w'as objected that the bye¬ 
law was unreasonable because it was not confined to acts 
causing an annoyance or nuisance ; the Court considered do 
novo the whole question of reasonableness or otherwise and 
the test to be applied. In the first place a distinction wa^ 
drawn between bye-laws made by bodies of a public re- 
presentative character, and those made by railway or dock 
companies and other corporations of a similar character, 
carrying on business for their own profit, though incidental¬ 
ly for the public benefit. With regard to the latter class, it 
was conceded that the Courts should exercise a jealous 
supervision and guard against any unnecessary or unreason¬ 
able interference wdtli the convenience and the rights of the 
public; the bye-law's of local aufhorities, however, ought 
to be considered from a different standpoint. It must be 
remembered that such bye-law's ow'e their existence to the 
fact that Parliament has, in the exercise of its discretion 
delegated to representative and popularly elected bodies the 
power of exercising their judgment as to what bye-laws are 
suited to the needs of their respective districts, and further 
that this pow'er is accompanied by certain safeguards, such 
as the necessity for antecedent publication with a view to 
eliciting objections, and for confirmation by the Central 
Executive ; moreover, bye-laws are not immutable ; and in 
the event of real inconvenience public opinion can secure 
their repeal or alteration. For these reasons “ they ought to 
be supported if possible. They ought to be, as has been said 
benevolently interpreted; and credit ought to be given to 
those who have to administer them, that they will Ijc reason¬ 
ably administered.I do not mean to say that there may 

not be cases in W'hieh it w'ould be the duty of the Court to 
condemn bye-laws made under such authority as these were 
m^e, as invalid because unreasonable. But unreasonable 
in what sense ? If, for instance, they were found to be 
partial and unequal in their operation as between different 
classes; if they were manifestly unjust; if they disclosed 
b^ faith; if thev involved such oppresMve or gratuitous 
interference wi^ the rights of ihosa subject to them, as 
could find no justification in the minds of reasonable mm, 
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the Court might well say “ Parliament never intended to give 
authority to make such rules; they are unreasonable and 
vltra vires. But it is in this sense, and iii this sense only, as 
I conceive that the question of reasonableness can properly 
be regained; a bye-law is not unreasonable merely because 
a particular judge may think it goes further than is prudent 
or necessary or convenient, or because it is not accompanied 
■ by a qualification or an exception which some judges may 
think ought to be there. Surely, it is not too much to say 
that matters which directly and mainly concern the people of 
the country, who have the right to choose those whom they 
think best fitted to represent them in their local Government 
bodies, such representatives may be trusted to understand 
their ovrn requirements better than Judges** (psr Lord 
Russel, C. J.) 

The reasonable and equitable nature of bye-laws framed 
by local bodies is a matter open to the criminal courts to 
consider when~offenders against the bye-laws are put up for 
prpsecution before them. 

A bye-law, or any rule or order of the kind, as to the 
taking out of a license is not bad merely because the 
license fee is excessive. The questions of the legality of 
ordering that a license should be taken out and that of the 
reasonableness or unreasonableness of the fee charged for 
such license are separate and independent questions, and the 
legality of the order does not depend on the fees being 
reasonable. 1933 Mad. 148. 140 I. C, 524. 

A bye-law framed under S. 128 (c) of N.-W. P. and 
Oudh Municipalities Act, I of 1900, prohibiting servants 
from using a particular road was held to be unreasonable 
and was not given eifect to. 24 A11. 439. 

For English cases in which bye-laws have been rejected 
as unreasonable see Lumley’s “ Public Health, ” 10th Edition, 
pp. 456 and 459. 

VI. Lastly it must be properly enacted according to all the 
formates required by law. —The law requires that the bye¬ 
law must be made at a special meeting of the committee and 
the bye-laws framed must strictly comply with conditions of 
previous publication and confirmation as laid down in Ss. 
200 and 201. However, it must be noted that previous 
publication or confirmation of local Government will not 
make a bye-law valid if it is otherwise invalid. 51 L C. 341. 

Presumption as to validity. —In the case of rules and 
bye-laws made and sanctioned by municipalities, the presump- 
iaon obtains that they^ have been duly made and sanctioned. 
The court dealing with such rules and byeJaws ought to 
presume, until some evidence is given to destroy such pre- 
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sumption, ^at a municipality has us&d the regular aifid law-' 
ful procedure and that the common course of business haS 
been followed in that procedure. 19 All. 403 and 7 Oi C. 51,' 
20 Bom. 732. 

Cmutniction of statutes. —In construing rules or bye¬ 
laws of public representative bodies constituted by the 
legislature for essentially public purposes, courts have 
always adopted a benevolent interpretation and have been 
slow to condemn them as invalid or ultra vires. 1933 Mad. 
148. See also Kruse v. Johnson (1898) 2 Q. B. 91 quoted above. 

Strict Construction. —All bye-laws have to be carefully 
construed and the invariable rule is that they are to be cons¬ 
trued in favour of the subject; 24 All. 439; 35 All. 24. Bye¬ 
laws or rules eneroachii^ on the rights of the subject should 
as far as possible be so interpreted as not to militate against 
and curtail the rights of the subject as regards property. 
28 All. 199. 

Distinction between law as enacted and law as promulgated 
by bye-law or statutory rules. —Now “ delegated ” legislation 
falls under two main heads: first, rules, regulations, and bye-: 
laws under the statute which provides that they shall have 
the same effect as if enacted therein, and secondly, rules, 
regulations and bye-laws made under the statute which does 
not in terms provide that they shall have the same' effect 
as if enacted therein. The first usually consists of statutory 
rules, bye-laws and regulations made by responsible author¬ 
ities concerned with local Government; the second usually 
consists of bye-laws and regulations made by persons, societies 
or corporations who are conducting commercial or other enter¬ 
prises, W’hether of a public character or not. Now the 
distinction between the tw’o is this that there ’ the statute 
under the authority of which the rules, regulations or bye¬ 
laws are promulgated, itself declares that they shall have the 
same effect as if enacted in the statute, the validity of the 
rules, regulations or bye-laws cannot be questioned in any 
courts of law, nor can the courts quash them or reject them 
on the ground that they are uncertain or unreasonable. But 
where the statute does not so provide their validity can be 
canvassed in the courts of law, and the courts can reject 
them as unenforceable on the ground that they are uncertain 
or unreasonable. • 

But there is this difference between a rule and an enact¬ 
ment, that whereas apart from some such provisions 
as we are considering, you may canvass a rale and 
determine whether or not it was within the power of 
those who made it, you cannot canvass in that way Ihe 
provisions of an Act of Parliament. This is a clear 



aalhority for the view that, though there is no difference 
between a nde and an enactment where there ia a 
proviaon in the enactment that the rules shall be of the 
same effect as if they were contained in the Act, there is a 
wide difference between the two when there is no such provi¬ 
sion; and the ^fferenee is this, that though you may not 
canvass an Act of Parliament, you may canvass a rule. 19^3 
Pit. 1; 2 Pat. 134; 68 I. C. 945. 

Waiver of l»jr«-law*.— Bye-laws cannot be waived by the 
municipal committees unless bye-laws themselves give the 
committees a dispensing power or discretion. Baxter v. 
Bedford Corp., (1885) 1 T. L. R 424. A local authority em¬ 
powered to make bye-laws has no power to sanction contra¬ 
vention of bye-laws properly so made; and, therefore, the 
approval by local authority of building plans which con¬ 
travene the bye-laws made by that authority is illegal and in¬ 
operative. Yabbicom V. King, (1899) 1 Q. B. 444; 63 J. P. 149. 

It may be noted that the Local Government Board in 
England (now Ministry of Health) does not favour bye-laws 
ffeseiwing discretionary power to dispense with their require¬ 
ments. As regards building bye-laws it is said that a dis- 
pensing power should be reserved. See, however, S. 190, 
nn«fer which the power of dispensation is denied. 

For further notes see various sections dealing with 
framing of bye-law’s. 

<4) ** C<mmiitt«e ” means a Municipal Committee 
eata4>lislied by or under this Act. 

Notes. 

S. 3, el. (2) of the old Act. 

Andcmous Law. — Cf. S. 6 (18) of Bengal Act, III of 
1S84;S.2(2) of Burma Act, III of 1898; S. 3 {b) of 
Central Provinces Act, II of 1922. 

“Municipal committee ” or simply “ committee ” should 
be distinguished from “ municipality.^’ The expressions are 
often used in the same sense in ordinary use and in the 
judgment of the courts the expression “ municipality ” is 
often used where committee or municipal committee is 
meant. Municipality is the area while the committee is the 
governing body exercising powers under the Act in the said 
area. 

Analogous Law'. S. 3 (fc) Central Provinces Muni- 

S. 6 (18), Bengal District Muni- cipal Act, II of 1922 
cipal Act, 1384. S 3 (xi) Rangoon City Munici- 

S. (^)> Burma Municipal Act, pal Act, 1922 
mof 139S. S. 2 (1), U. P. Municipalities 

) Act, 1916, 



<4«) ** l>Qputy CiwmfHMicMBtar ** or ** Ckpirfy Comnuononcr 
of tiM du^iet ^ incluiioB A d d i do n ol D^uty 
Conunissioner, Joint Deputy C o mraiM ioner or any 
person or persons at any time appointed hy the Local 
Government to perform in any dirtiict or i&tricts 
die functions Of a Deputy Commissioner imder diis 
Acts 

^wivided that no official shall be so ap p oiO te d unless he has 
for three years exercised the powers of a Ms^rntrate of the first 
classs 


Notes. 

The definition of Deputy Commissioner was first intro¬ 
duced by Amendment Act XV of 1926. The present definition 
is the result of further amendment introduced by Act III 
of 1933. 

This clause has been enacted to enable the local Govern¬ 
ment to confer the powers of a deputy commissioner on any 
other officer or officers for the purposes of the Act. -In the 
new’ colonies it has been found desirable that such powers 
should be exercised by the colonization officers. 

(4b) ** Commissicmer ** or ** Commissioner of .die 
division ** indudes Additional Commusioner, Joint 
Commissioner or may person or persons at smy time 
appointed by the Local Govcammait to perfiwm m 
any division or divisions the functicms of a Com¬ 
missioner undcHT this Act: 

Provuled that no official shall be so apposed unless he has 
for five years exmrcised the powers of a Magistrate of dm first 
class: 


Notes. 

This definition has been introduced by Amendment Act, 
III of 1933. The definition extends the ordinary meaning of 
the term and will enable Government to confer the,powers of 
Commissioners on other officials for purposes of the Act. 

Analogous law — Cf. S. 3 (3) of Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act 1925, and 3 (3) of Bombay District Municipal 
Act, III of 1901. 

(5) ** meet or re-erect any budding includes — 

(a) any matmrnd alteration or enlargmnmit of any tmd- 
ding, 

(bj the conversiem by structural alteration into a place for 
human habitotion of any bv^ding not originally 
constructed for human habitation. 
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(£) the ooowwrslon into tncne then one piece fcer human 
hebitalion of e ImildinK originally constructed ais one 
such plact^ 

(d) Ae coiiv^eion of two or more pieces of human habi¬ 

tation into a greater number of such places, 

(e) such ailterations of a building as affect an alteration of 

its dramage or sanitary arrangements, or materially 
affect its security, 

(f) the addition of any rooms, buildings, out-houses or 

other structures to smy building, and 

(g) the constrfiction in a waH adjoining any street or 

land not belonging to the owner of the wall, of a 
door opening on to such street or land: 

Notes. 

This definition reproduces with some changes S. 94 of the 
old Act. Cl. {g) is new. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 240, Bengal District Muni- S. 3 (46), Calcutta City Munici- 
cipal Act, 1884. pal Act, III of 192 5. 

S. 326, Bengal Municipal Act, S. 3 (/i). Central Provinces Muni- 
XV of 1932. cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 186 (3), Behar and Orissa S. 3 (22), Madi’as City Munici- 
Municipal Act, 1922. pal Act, 1919. 

S. 123 (Expl.), Bombay Muni- i S. 3 (24), Madras District Muni¬ 
cipal Boroughs Act, 19.5. j cipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 96. /(Expl.) Bombay District S. 3 (xt«), Rangoon City Munici- 
Municipal Act, III of 1901. pal Act, 1922. 

S. 337 (2), Bombay City Muni- S. 178 (3), United Provinces 

cipal Act, III of 1888. Municipalities Act, 1916. 

S. 2 ( 14 ), Burma Municipal English Law :— 

Act, Ill of 1898. S. 159, Public Health Act, 1875. 

f, Includes. —The use of the word « include shows that the 

I phrase has to be taken in its ordinary significance. The 
■: ordinary meanings have been extended, for the pur^ses of 
I the Act, by inclusion of certain things which would not ordi- 
i narily be understood to fall within the meaning of the phrase. 
With regard to a similar use of the word in an analogous 
provision of the Bombay Act, III of 1901, it was laid down 
that the rule with regard to the effect of interpretation of 
clauses of a comprehensive nature such as those defining a 
term as “including something, is that they are not to be 
taken as strictly defining what the meaning of a word must be 
under all circumstances but merely as declaring what things 
may be comprehended within the term where the circum¬ 
stances require they should. 13 Bom. L. R, 494; 111. C. 610 
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Similarly in 30 Bom- 558 it was held that “ indade ** ' 
is a phrase of extension and not of restrictive definition. 
It is not equivalent to " means.But as, said by Lord 
Watsqn, ** ‘ Include ’ is very geneirally used in inter 
pretation clauses in order to enlarge tiie meaning of ; 
the words or phrases occurring in the body of the statute, j 
and when it i? so used, these words or phrases must f 
be construed as comprehending not only such things as they [ 
signify according to their natural import, but also things 1 
which the interpretation clause declares that they shall 1 
include. ^ 

“ An interpretation clause of this kind is not meant to 
prevent the word receiving its ordinary, popular and natural 
sense whenever that would be properly applicable, but to 
enable the word as used in the Act when there is nothing in 
the context or the subject matter to the contrary, to be 
applied to some things to which it would not ordinarily be 
applicable.” 

“ ’WTien it is mentioned that a particular definition 
“ includes ” certain things, it should be taken that the 
legislature either intended to settle a difference of opinion on 
the point or wanted to bring in other matters that would not 
properly come within the ordinary connotation of the word 
or >ression or phrase in question.” 1932 Mad. 474: 
ISBI.C. 12. ' 

Mere temporary structures not within the section.— The 

m ' enclosing of a space by canvas screens cannot be con- 
si i as erecting a building. The words necessarily convey 
an idea of permanence with utility. 28 All. J99; 2 A. L. J. 676. 
Cf. Rat. Un. C. C. 115 (1880) and Rat. Un. C. C. 428 (1888). 

Additions. —The erection of a katta which serves as a 
broad extended doorstep or raised platform in communication 
with the road, has been held to be an addition to the existing 
building within the meaning of a corresponding section of 
Bombay Act, VI of 1873. Rat. Un. C, C. 483 (1889). ’ 

1933 All. 657 noted on p. 21 supra. 

Construction of walls.— By the combined effect of this 
definition and the definition of the word “ building ” re¬ 
construction of walls will amount to re-erection of a building. 

S I. C. 1050; 12 Bom. L. R. 1060. This case was subsequently 
distinguished in 13 Bom. L. R. 494. There the accused re¬ 
constructed the south wall of his house on the old foundations. 
It was contended by the municipality that the reconstruction 
of the. wall amounted to the reconstruction of the building and 
that the accused could not reconstruct the wall without the 
sanction of the municipal committee. It was held that the 
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reeonstercieticm of a small wall upon its own foundation is not 
necessarily and as a matter of law “the erection of a build, 
ing within S. 9(i of the District Municipal Act. Mr. Justiee- 
Heaton: observed “ When we have a complex structure such as 
a house, the ‘ building,* as contemplated by S. 96 is a 
vdiole house and a single wall of the house is not by itself a 
building but only a part of the building ....** It is a 
qu^iion of fact whether the reconstruction of any particular 
wall or portions of a building is substantially a reconstruction 
of the building. < Justice Chandarvarkar was of different 
opinion and he held that ** a side wall of a house expressly 
falls under the Act within the definition of a building, its 
reconstruction amounts to erecting a building of which due 
notice must be given as required by the Act.*’ 13 Bom. 
L. R. 494; 11 I. C. 610. 5-^^ also 19 Bom. 27. 

Building of a new wall on the site of an old w'all includ¬ 
ing the old foundations was not an addition to the exist¬ 
ing building within S. 33 of the District Municipal Act 
(Bombay Act, VI of 1873) corresponding to S. 189 of the 
Punjab Act. 18 Bom. f)47; (1888) Rat. Un. C. C. 402. S. 33 
required permission only in ease of additions to an existing 
building. 

The definition of “ building ** includes a wall and there¬ 
fore so far as the Punjab is concerned the question whether a 
wall is a building has been set at rest by the legislature 
though under other provincial municipal Acts “ wall ** has 
been held to be a “ building.*' 

To raise a wall above the prescribed height w^ould 
amount to erection of a building. An alteration in a build¬ 
ing must include a part of such building. The definition of 
the expression is not inconsistent with a wall supplementary 
to or accessory to a verandah, balcony or house or other 
larger building being in itself a building within the meaning 
of S. 3(5). Cf. 21 A. L. J. 74; 1924 All. 200; 21 A. L. J. 82± 

Rebuilding a wall from its foundation is equivale nl^to 
re-erection of a building and committee's permissio^is 
necessary. The mere fact that an exact replica of the old 
wall was built cannot prevent the new wall from being a 
bui lding within the meaning of the Act. 76 I. C. 478; 1923 
Bom. 407. 

What b re-comtnictioii. - There were wooden pillars 
facing a street: on them there was a continuous gallery or 
balcony which formed part of a room without any wall 
dividing the gallery from the room and with a common roof 
over the two The owner of the house removed the old , 
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also removed the old galleries and replaced them by tiibyf 
g^Ueii^.foi^ngjpart of the-room next to them and wi^odt 
ai^,jji\dding wall. The galleries were within alignment, ai^a, 

that the whole portion within the alignhient area 
was demolished, and reconstructed. 1930 S. .20, 

E«ectiffn,of a buildins. — Any material alteration or re- 
<»>nstruction of any wall on old foundations amounts to .a 
construction of a building. 1928 Bom. 389; 112 I. C. 561. 

:Clafue Where in sanctioning the rebuilding of a 

house the committee required a space between the external 
wall of .the house and the municipal drain to be left open, 
the erection of a platform on this open space was held tb 
be an “ erection ** under S..240 of the Bengal Act, III of 1884, 
which corresponds to S..3 (5) (a) of the Punjab Act. 37 I. C. 
854. 

The building of a new and additional masonry wall 
which materially enlarges a courtyard constitutes an‘‘ erec¬ 
tion of a house ” and requires sanction. 26 I. C. 65J. 

The mere addition of masonry .^gijig to a. Jcatcha chdbutra 
attadied to a house is not a material alteration of it. 23 1. 
G. 192 ; 12 4 . L. J. 227. ’ . 

There were eight gaps between eight supports of, a roof. 
These gaps were filled in with frames of wood and glass. Some 
of these frames were doors and some windows; these additions 
were held to be material alterations of the building within 
the meaning of S. 3 (5) (a). 58 P. L. R. 1915; 28 1. C. 341. 

MateHal alteration or enlargement of any building, means 
erection of anything on a jsite attached or detached from 
any buildings standing on it so as to,alter the structure of 
the house with all the buildings on that site. Therefore the 
erection of a boundary wall apart from its erection as part 
of the scheme of erection or re-erection of a hpuse is not a 
material alteration or enlargement of .building .within 
S. 240 of the Bengal Act, III of le84. 63 I. C. 29p. (In 
t^ Act the building does not include a wall.) 

'^Material alteration affecting security <of bldiding.r—The 

rppacing of an old by a new suj^erstructure upon ,ap old 
chcftta or bridge over a lane is a material alteration .within 
the meaning of cl. (o).of S. 94 of the old Act and atfeets 
^e,security of the old building within the meaning of cl. {e) 
of the same section. 

,It is not for the owner but for the committee in sticfe a 
eaae to judge how the change “ affects the security.” Even 
ft;Cliailge which increases the security certainly affects it and 
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must eofibe*^uently be afjproved by tlie committee. 15 I, C. 
658« 

Othw namUnrial altoratioiis.— The accused dismantled an 
old balcony and in its place erected a covered balcony 'with¬ 
out obtaining the sanction of the municipal authority: 

H 0 ldf that the erection certainly amounted to an altera¬ 
tion Of a building but not to a material alteration or enlarge¬ 
ment as would require the sanction of the municipality. 14 

I. C. 602. 

Addition of a new partition wall over a thara by which 
the way to a public well was diverted, was held to be a 
material alteration within the meaning of this definition. 
P. R. 13 of 1907 Cr. 

Mateinal alteration of the structure of any house occur¬ 
ring in S. 326 of Act II of 1888, contemplates the erectioii 
of anything on a site attached to or detached from any 
building standing on it so as to alter the structure of the 
house, of the house with all the buildings standing on 
that site. 7 C. W. N. 274. 

Coavernon of boildu^s. —The els. (£>), (c) and {d) 
imply some change in the building itself and do not cover a 
case where the building i*emains absolutely unchanged and 
the only thing changed is the use to which the building is 
put. In this case the accused built a house principal room 
of which was described as a sliop ; he however used the 
whole of it as a dwelling house. 23 I. C. 517; 17 Bom. L. R. 
212 . 

Recoiutrnctkm and repairs. —Under a somewhat corres¬ 
ponding section of the City of Bombay Municipal Act it was 
pointed out that in one sense every reconstruction of a 
portion of a building must be either an addition or alteration 
or repair. The wrord “ reconstruction ” must be taken to 
denote certain other elements than addition, alteration or 
repair. Though in one sense all reconstructions may be 
** repairs ** there are different degrees of repairs. Where 
repairs are made to a house which do not touch its stability, 
they constitute repairs pure and simple: but if they are of 
a substantial character, intended to add to the stability of 
the building they amount to “ reconstruction. So if the 
repair is of an ordinary and casual character, it is not re¬ 
construction of any portion of the building. If, on the other 
hand, the repairs are of a more or less substantial character, 
affecting the stability of the building, they constitute recon¬ 
struction of the building whether the repairs are done inside 
or emtside the building. In each ease it is a question of fact 
whether the partial works done with reference to a building 
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are mere remirs ©rare a reconstruction of a portion of the 
buildingr Hence the difference between repairs ” and “ re¬ 
construction ” is one of degree and can ^ made out by 
finding whether what has been done adds to and was intend¬ 
ed to add to the structural capacity of the building. 6 Bom. 
L. R.1028. 

In a case it appeared that old wooden pillara with the 
balcony that stood on the pillars had been burnt down and 
the roof of the front portion of the house had fallen down: 
it was contended that the construction of the fullars and 
balcony amounted' to repairs only. Held, overruling the 
contention that the construction of the portions of the house 
which had been destroyed by fire is a “ re-erection ” and does 
not amount to repairs. 38 I. C. 305. 

Erect or re-erect a building does not mean the recon¬ 
struction of an entire building from its foundation; the ques¬ 
tion whether there has been a re-erection depends upon the 
circumstances of each ease. Where a man intended to repair 
the upper storey or the roof of the house and in the course of 
making the repairs he found it necessary to renew some of 
the walls or parts of the walls of the upper storey and also to 
renew some of the wood works of the balcony, in order to 
do that he had jto pull down and put ' up again the whole 
balcony. No new structure had beenjereeted. It was held 
that on the findings the repairs will not amount to erection 
or re-erection of the building. 41 I. C. 713,. 39 Cal. 429. 
(This will not be the correct view according to Punjab Act) 

Where a person effects some crude repairs to the exis-1 
ting walls he cannot be said to have erected a building within || 
S. 3 (5) and no offence within S. 219 is committed. 1933 I 
Lah. 85. ^ 

Opening of doors. —Opening a new external door is an 
external alteration of a building. 9 Bom. 568. 

Adjoining. —If there is a wall separating a houae from 
the public road, the building cannot be called adjoimng the 
road. Adjoining must means contact at some point. Cf. 
1928 AIL 696; 112 I. C. 588. 

5. (a) ** Executive Officer ** means^an Executive Offieor 
appointed under the provisions of the Pnniab 
Munidpal (Executive Officer) Act, 1931. 

Notes. 

This clause should be deemed to be insei*ted for 
municipalities to which the Executive Officer Act is extend¬ 
ed 
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' of 1884. 
^ of 1899. 


f Sfecc “S'* 

(6j ” hlor* tite iMiitflngl^ 

•signed to Ini^iir'E!3k|)f4>ttvto' '.^ct,' 

1684, and the Ittcfian l^troietutt Act^ iBdO;'-rei^- 
phctiVel^: 

Nbtei; 

Indian Explosives Act, ] 884, defines “ explosive ** as 
Mlo>^s;-^ 

Explosive " — 

(а) *means ^npowder, nitroglyeeiine, dynamite^ gun¬ 

cotton, blasting powd^rj fulminate of meTCUiy or 
of other metals, coloured fires and every other 
substance whether similar to those above mera- 
tioned or not, used or nianufaetured with a'> view 
to produce a practical effect by explosion or a 
pyrotechnic effect; and 

(б) ’includes fog-signals, fireworks, fuzes, rockets, per- 

cuSsion-eaps, detonators, cartridges, ammunition 
of all descriptions,'and every adaptation or pre¬ 
paration of an explosive as above defined. 

Indian Petroleum Act, 1899, defines the word “ petro¬ 
leum *’ as follows: 

‘^PetiOleam ” includes also — 

(<) the liquid^ commonly known by the names of rock 
oil, Rangoon oil, Burma oil, paraffin oil, mineral 
oil, kerosine, petroline, gasoline, benzolirte, benzine 
and benzol; 

(ti) any inflammable liquid which is made from petro¬ 
leum, coal, schist, shale, peat or any other 
Itttuoiinous substance or from any product of 
petroleum; and 

(iii) any liquid or viscous mixture having in its com¬ 
position any of the liquids aforesaid'; but it does 
not include any oil ordinarily used for lubricating 
purposes and having its flashing point at or above 
two hundred degrees of Pahrenheit^s thermometer. 

Anidoirons definition — (7/. S 3 («) of Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, II of 1922; S. 2 (15) of United Provinces 
Municipalities Act, 1916. 

(7) ** infecticMis dUteaae *\ meant cholwa, plague, ttaall-pox, 
toberculotit or such other dangorout diseito at the 
local Govonment may' itotify in tbit behalf: 

Iftiiisi definition is imjiOrtant' iti oorinbcSou with Sai 
141 to 146. There was no corresponding definition in the 
old Act, 
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The Vi«>rd ***tobereulosis ** hsia been added' by A:mead$- 
ment Act, II of 1923. 


AtuUitgous Lawtr-^ 

S; 8 <11-'), Bengal Municipal Act, 
1982. 

S. 8' (6), Bombay Municipal 
l^roughs Act, 19a5. 

Si 3 (16), Bombay District 
Municipal Act, HI of 1901. ^ 

S. 3 (aw), Bombay City Munici¬ 
pal Act, in of 1888. 

S. 3 (21), Calcutta -City Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1928. 

S. 2 {xvii), Cantonment Act, II 
of 1924. 


S 8 (/), Central Provinces 

Municipal Act, 11 of 1922, 

S. 3 (10), Madras City Municipal ' 
Act, 19J9. 

S 287, Madras District Mumci- 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 8 (.w), Rangoon City Munici- 
j pal Act 1922. 

! English Law :— 

is. Infectious Disease Notifi- 

i cation. Act, 1889. 


Such other dangurous diseas es , etc. —The local Qovern- 
ment has by Notification No. 224, dated 18th April 1914, 
declared the following as also infectious diseases:—measles, 
ehiekenpox, diptheria, tubercle of lungs, scarlet fever, typhus 
fever, enteric fever, erysipelas. 

Tuberculosis. -This will include tubercle in all its forms y 
tubercle of lungs was declared to be an infectious disease 
under the above notification. 


Government Notification No. 218, dated 24th March 
1915i-excludes certain municij^lities from the operataon of 
the above notification under S. 9 of the Act. 


(8) ** iahcbitsmt ** ineludes any person ordinarily rending 

or car ryi ng on- business, or owning or occupying im> 
moveaUe pMH**x>^y» hi way mimicipafity or in any 
local area which tile' local Goiremmmt has by notifi- 
eatiear under this Act proposed- to declare to be a 
municipality ; and in case of any diiputa, means any 
person or persons declared by the Commissitmer to 
be an inhabitant or inhabitants : 

Notes. 

S. 3, el. (3) aud S. 203 of the old Act have been combined 
in tl^ present definition. 

Analogous Law. —S- 2 (4), Burma Act, III of 1868; S. 3 

Gentral Provinces Act, II of 1922 ; S. 2 (8), United Pro¬ 
vinces AcVlI- of 1916;. S. 3‘ (25), of Bengal Municipal Act, 
19^‘; S. 2, (XVin) Cantonment Act, 1924. 

Ibeibdaii—5‘rr notes under S. 3 (5). 

ResidBng..—The term must here be underatood in its legal 
and' not in its ordinary acceptation. Residence, dwelling, 
dbmicHb, home are ail synonymous terms, anil wre dibeussedr 
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at great length in 7 W. R. C. R. 349. Occasional or tempor¬ 
ary residence will not do. 

Carries «m business. —For a person to be said to carry 
on business at a place it is not necessary that he should 
have an office or a regular place of business there. Nor is 
it necessary that the business should be conducted by him 
personally. 4 Mad. 209. See also 18 Bom. 294 ; 8 Cal. 678; 
13 Cal. 256. 

For further notes see any commentary on C. P. C., 
S. 20. For English cases on residence and business 
qualification see Rogers on “ Elections, ** Vol. 1,18th Edition, 
pp* 13-20. 

(9) municipality ** means any local area declared by or 
under this Act to be a municipality : 

Notes. 

S. 3 (1) of the old Act. 

Analogous Law— S. 6 (gf) of Bengal Act, III of 1884 ; 
S. 3 (34) of Bengal Municipal Act, 1932; Ss. 3 (1) and (5) 
of Bombay Act, III of 1901 ; S. 3 (9), Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

(10) ** occupier ** includes an owner in actual occupation 
of his own land or building, and also any person for 
the time being paying or liable to pay to the owner 
the rmt or any portion of the rent of the land or 
building in respect of which the word is used ; for 
die purposes of Chapters V and IX occupier shall in¬ 
clude hotel-he^er, lodging house-keeper, and any 
owner whose premises are let to more than one 
tenant t 

Notes. 

The old Act contained no corresponding interpretation 
clause. The present definition is extensive and not restric¬ 
tive, See notes on “ include ” above under S. 3 (5). 

The words “ section 61 (6) (h) and ” have been omitted 
by Act II of 1923. 

The definition is important so far as taxation or rating 
under Chapter V is concerned. Under the Punjab Municipal 
Act the only tax specifically payable by the occupiers is one 
mentioned in S. 61 (1) sub-clause (e). The definition is also 
important for the exercise of powers under Chapter IX of the 
A.ci.It will be seen that for carrying out certain require¬ 
ments in the interest of public health and safety the occupiers 
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are bocu»l to comply with ceirtain requisitions of the munici¬ 
pal committee. 


Analogtms Law :— 

S. 285, Bengal Municipal Act, 
1884. 

S. 3 (36), Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932 

S. 3 (15). Behar and Orissa 

Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 3 (48), Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, ni of 1923. 


S. 2 (x«ttt) Cantonment Act, II 
of 1924. 

S. 3 (j). Central Provinces 

Municipal Act, 11 of 1922. 

S. 3 (15), Madras City Municipal 

Arf IQlQ 

S 2 ’ (11)', United Provinces 
Municipalities Act, 1916. 


Occupation. —The meaning of “ occupation ” with regard 
to the subject of taxation was discussed in R. v. St, Pancras 
Assessment Committee, L. R. 2 Q. B. D. 581, and was explain" 
ed thus ; “ Occupation includes possession as its primary ele¬ 
ment, but it also includes something more. Legal possession 
does not of itself constitute occupation. The owner of a 
vacant house is in possession and may maintain trespass 
against any one who invades it, but as long as he leaves it 
vacant, he is not rateable for it as an occupier. If, however, 
he furnishes it and keeps it ready for habitation whenever 
he pleases to go to it, he is an occupier though he may not re¬ 
side in it one day in a year. On the other hand, a persob 
who, without having any title takes actual possession of a 
house or piece of land, whether by leave of the owner or 
against his will, is the occupier of it. Another element be¬ 
sides actual possession is necessary to constitute the kind of 
occupation which the Act contemplates and that is permanence. 
A transient temporary holding of land is not enough to 
make the holding rateable. It must be an occupation which 
has in it the character of permanence, a holding as a settler 
not as a way farer.*^ Besides the above, in Cary v. Bristow, 
(1895) L. R. 2 A. C. 262, a third ingredient has been held to 
w necessary. This is exclusiveness. The right of the occu¬ 
pier must be unattended by a simultaneous right of any other 
person in respect to the same subject-matter. Exclusive occu¬ 
pation as was e:^lained in Holywell Union v. Halken Drainage 
Co,, (1895) A. (j. II 7 , does not mean that nobody else has 
any right in the premises. If a person lias only a subordinate 
occupation subject at all times to the control and regulation 
of another, then that person has not occupation in the strict 
sense, but the rateable occupation remains in that other who 
has the right of regulation and control. On the subject of 
rateable occupation see ** Ency. of Local Government, Vol. 
V, p.323. 



iPj»rson8 Hvisg'Wi^ a 'j^Ftieular individijal ocevi|iy4)g ^, 9 . 
holdup by a reason of some connection with or relaUon ,tp 
him such as sons or servants would not be occupiers. 26 C. 
W. N. 689. 

When a.n^ib of a z^indar resided.in a holding solely to 
carry on the business of the zamindar whose representative 
he was and who paid the rent to the superior landlord: Held, 
that the zamindar and not the naib must be regarded as the 
occupier. 15 C. L. J. 689. 

In cases where occupiers are liable for rates on buildings 
the bare ownership of the holding does not constitute rate¬ 
able occupation, or, in other words, every owner is not an 
occupier just as every occupier is not an owner. In order to 
constitute rateable occupation there must be a use Mid enjoy¬ 
ment which is or is capable of being beneficial. 60 I. C. 498, 
1921 Cal. 161. 

Positioii of hotel-ke«per«. —According to the definition 
of occupation as understood in English law, lodgers, and in¬ 
mates and licensees in hotels and lodging houses are in the 
position of subordinate occupation. The Act probably follow¬ 
ing the above principle makes keepers of hotels, lodging 
bouses, etc., liable as occupiers. 

In most oases the actual occupier or a tenant who converts 
the premises to the uses for which licenses are required to 
be taken out is the person liable for using the premises 
without license; 4 Bom. L. R. 940. Where the owner of a 
certain premises engages a servant to manage it on his 
behalf and subject to his control: the owner and not the 
manager is the occupier: (1915) 3 K. B. 1. A person who 
is merely responsible for the upkeep and cleanliness of a 
temple cannot be said to be an occupier of the temple. 
39 All. 309. 


('ll) ** owner '* includes the person fo^ the time being; 
receiving the rent of land and buildings, or either of 
them, whether on his own account or as agent or 
trustee for any person or society or for any religious 
or charitable purpose, or who would so receive the 
same if the land or building were let to a tenant : 


Analogous Law ; — 

S. 6 (11), Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 18134. 

S. 3 (3b), Bengal District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, XV of 1932. 


S 2 («■*»«)„ Cantonment Act, II 
of 1924. 

S 3 (fc), Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 3 (17), Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 



3; 3 Beh»r and Orissa 

Municipal Act, 1922 
3. 3. (14>, Bombay Municipal 
BtSTOUghs Act, 1925. 

S. 3 (81, Bombay Distinct Munici¬ 
pal Act, HI Of 1901 
S. 3 <m), Bombay (3ity Municipal 
Act, ni of 1888. 

3.2 (8), Burma Municipal Act, 
ni of 1898. 


S. 3 (50), Calcutta City Munici¬ 
pal Act, in of 1923 
S. 3 (l7>, Madras IHstrict Muni¬ 
cipal Act, V of 1920 . 

S. 3 (' xxi), Rangocm City 

Mumcipal Act. 1^2.' 

S. 2 (13), U. P. Municipalities 
Act, 1916. 

English Law'.~- 
S 4, Public Health Act, 1875. 


Notes.' 


S. 3 (5) of the old Act. 

Ibdude. -The use of word “ include ** shows that the de¬ 
finition is not restrictive. Where a son contributed funds 
and helped his father in acquiring and improving a house 
and lived in it in the absence of his father he was treated 
as "owner.** 38 Cal. 501; lO I. C. 43. 

Shebait. —Where certain shebaits of a deity worship it 
and manage the debutter property in turns one of them who 
is out of his turn and therefore not in possession of the 
debutter property and who has therefore no control over the 
management of the same is not an owner, 4l Cal. 104 ; 21 
I. C: 169. 

AgenU and mortgagees, etc.— The following have been held 
to be owners under the corresponding definition of owner in 
Public Health Act, 1875:—A rent collector; St. Helens Corp. v. 
Kirkham, (1885) 16 Q. B. D.403, asecorri mortgagee who enter¬ 
ed into possession of the premises and collected rents which 
he applied in paying outgoings and interest on first mortgage ; 
Tottenham L.B.v. Williamson, 57 J. P.614, and trustees irr 
reCeipt of rents; Harrison v. Barney, (1894) 3 Ch. 562; a 
mortgagor not in possession was not owner. Maguire v, Leigh 
on Sea (1906) 70 J. P. 479. Trustees in receipt of rents are 
owners though not beneficially intere.sted; !7n re .Barney 
Harrison \\ Barney, (1894) 3 Ch. 562. A rent contractor is 
an owner and is bound to comply with notice under S. 125. 
cy. 1928 B. 527. 

Lessees and Sub-lessees. It is sometimes difficult to 
termine who is the owner of premises which are sublet by 
a tenant. A was lessee for 21 years at a raekrent of a 
house and shop; he occuj^ed the shop himself an<^ublet the 
upper part of the house to B as a yearly tenant. Ine upper 

r rt was shut off from tiie shop and . A had no acceasi to it. 
priyy ip .title upper part of the house caused nuieanee apd - 



ts^c. a. 

the loefi^ authority proceeded against C who received rent 
from A as agent of A »s landlord: 

C was not the owner, but A. 

upper vskvi where the nuisance eaasted. Cook • 9 r 

(1872) L. a 7 Q.B. 418; 37 J. P.53. ,, , „ 

It will appear from ea^ eited talow 

Bd. of Works, (1894) 43 W. R. llO; Truman, etc. v. Kerslake, 
(1894) 2 Q. B. 774. ^ t ^ 

Lessor of vacant sites. -The mere owner of land who 
has let it out under a building scheme for 
is not the owner of the property mthm the 
S. 171 of the Act. C/. 71 C. 93 o; 12 Bom. L. R. 669. 
Similarly a fueendar is not the owner within the meaning of 

S. 123. ‘ Cf. 20 B. 617. . x *u 

Receiver. - A receiver appointed by a • 

owner of the premises he holds as receiver within the defini¬ 
tion of the term "owner/’ If he receives rent 
premises he does not do so on his own account 

and trustee for any person but f r? W 
manager of the property on its behalf, 30 Cal, 711,7 O, w. 

ta iH. o'. 129; 38 Cal. 714. The owner con- 
touM to be liable and notieee ehould be served u^n hnm 
The owner ahould move the receiver to eomply the notice 
^ter taking directions from the Court. 38 Cal. 714. 

Permission of court is necessary ^™ake the receiver 
a party in any proceedings against him. 191,9 Cal. oi 4. 

As already observed above the rent collector is the 
« owner.” It is not necessary that the receiver of rent should 
he the rightful receiver of it. It is sufficient if the person 
de facto receives the rent whether he receives it ri^tfully o 
wrongfully and whether in his own or in ^ f 

another. Peek v. Waterloo & Seaforth L. B. (I 860 ) 33 B. J. 
M. C.ll. 

Farmer.— A person who is a “ rent farmer in res¬ 
pect of certain property is deemed to be the owner thereof 
mthin the meaning of S. 231* of Bombay City Municipal Act. 
1930 B. 165. 

Owner of sofl of public etareet. —Such an owner Is not an 
owner io as to he lialde to be called upon to a^te a nuisance 
in a public street, as the property is not eapafoie of being let 

out. 




to Ss. 12s and 126 of ^ Al. Aet*: 





Owner.:- Tlie word indudes part owner. Tfee. 49 ^i?i)^n 
is not restrictive. €f. 1926 Cali ; .8j& f• C. 5^3. Jn veiw 

of the provimons of S. 118, this construction is not Justified 
under the I^njah Act. 


(12> "rules” and “rule” mean, respectively, the 
rules made pr to be made and notified by tbs local 
Government under the authority of this Ac^ and any 
one of such rules. 


Notes. • 

S. S, sub-clause (9) of old Act. The local Government is 
authorized to make rules under Ss. 9, 52 (2), 95, 218 and 24Qi 
Analogous Law. S. 3 (24), Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922; S.6 (13), Bengal District Municipal Act, 1884. 

i!. 

(13) (a) “ street ” sh^ mean any road, footway, square, 
court, alley or passage, accessible, whether perma- 
nwitly or temporarily, to the public, whethw a 
thoroughfare or not; 

i,o«i shall include every vacant space, notwithstanding thel 
it may be private property and partly or wholly 
obstructed by any gate, post, chain or other barrier, 
if houses, shops or other buildings abut thoreon, 
an.d if it is used by any persems as a means of 
access to or from any public piece or thoroughfare, 
whether such persmis be occupiers of such buildings 
or not, but shall not include any part of sudb qpace 
which the occupier of any such building has a' right 
at all hours to prevent all other persems from udng 
as aforesaid; 

md shall include also the drains and gutters therein oir on 
either side and the land, whether covered or not by 
any pavement, verandah, or other erection, up to 
the bfHmdsuy of any abutting property not accessible 
to die publie; 


(b) 

(i) 


<«> 






" public street ” diall mean any street— 

heretof<Mre levelled, paved, me(ai/ed, channelfed, 
sewered or repaired out of municii»l or other 
public funds, unless before such wo* was carried 
Lt them was an agreement *e PWetor 

that the street should not thereby imeome a p^ 
street, or unfess wwh work was done without the 
or expree* consent of the proprietor; or 

wfikh, under the provisions of Sect i««/7 1> » 

-of .thia. At* •bec ow^->‘v., 

f . . 1 ' . . -Ik * ' i itV'A V 


‘ fl 





'Ana^^Sums Low :— 

6 (13>» 6«ngal District Munici- 
pa} Act,~l884. 

S. 3 (43)» Beqgal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. .3 (24 )i Behar and Orissa 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 3 (16) and (19), Boipbay 
Municipal Boroughs Act, 
1925 * 

Ss. 3 (12) and 3 (13) Bombay 
District Municipal Act, III of 
1901. *. 

S. 3 (w) and (x), Bombay City 
Municipal Act, III of 1888 
2 (12), Burma Municipal Act, 
ni of 1898. 


S. 33 (57) and (67), CAlcutt&City 
Municipal. Apt, III of 1923. • 

S. 2 (xxrvu),'Oantonment Act, H 
of 1924, 

S. 3 (ml, Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, H of 1922. _ 

S 3 (19), Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

Ss. 3 (20) and (21), Madras 
District Municipal Act, V of 
1920. 

S. 3 ixxxv) and {xli) Rangoon 
City Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 2(23) and 2 (19) United Pro¬ 
vinces Municipalities Act, 1916. 

English Law :— 

S 4, Public Health Act, 1875* 


S. 3 (4) of the old Act. 

The definition of ** street ** has been entirely recast and 
a distinction has been made between “ street ” and “ puhUc 
street. ” The old Act did not define " public street. ** The 
definition of street in the present Act follows the definition 
Of the word in Bombay and Madras Municipal Acts. The de¬ 
finition has again been amended by Amendment Act 1933. The 
word “ street occurs in the following sections of the Acrf-^ 


(S), 129. 132, 140,151, 156,157, 

^^ ^ Mirk iS « V 


157, 170, 170-A., 170-C., 170-D., 
376-E., 170-P., 171, 172, 173(d) 174.174-A., 175, 179, lc2 (.), 
183,188 (p)t 190 («), and 192 (6). The words “ public street ** 
are used in Ss. 3 (14), 52, 56, 169, 171, 173, 182 (2) and 
188 (o). 

Vtocmat diangM«-~~Before the definition was amended by 
Act III of 1933, the last para, of S. 3 (13) (a) stood as 
follows: 


and shall include also the drains on either side and the land, 
whether covered or not by any pavement, verandah, or other 
election, which lies on either side of the roadway up to the 
boundaries of the adjacent property, whether that property 
be prhTite property or property reserved by Government 
for any purpose other than a street; 


The alteration does not aiXeet any change but improves 
the definition. 01. (b) of S. 3 (13) read as follows:— 


(J) ^‘public street’’ shall mean any street— 

(») over which the public have a right of Way, or 

ff*) heretofore levelled, paved, rnetelled, channelled, 
sewered or repaired out of municipal or other public 
funds; or 





(tjf) "gThicKprovisions-of-section 17.1,-is declared 
Iqr the monicipaUty to be, or under any other, pjK)- 
visions pf this Act becomes, a public street: 




whtc 



„ neve 


aj2g 


or _ 0 uMe 


Sub-dause (1) bas been deleted. Streets wMeh are p^bJieJ 
b y roem jiMiLadlLjOQU^ ‘ 

cfeSS ^bie that thetSL msBLhs^alte-''- "‘■™' 

ffva,'ete. g__! SEfed..°JtLiit- 
MnaS^rwhleK tbe^M may 

The main (bsti p^^^pjetween the two i s 
sti^eHveinhlEi. jsain^^ -.IsniCiMlllMlgan 

OTlV^spent on the improvem ent,, 

kich slreetaTTSy reading the sections quoted above it wiH, 
howeve^te observed that the municipal control of matters 
of sanitation and obstructions, etc., over mere streets is very 
extensive. In fact so far as municipal interference for 
public purposes is concerned the Act does not make any dis¬ 
tinction between streets and public streets. As observed in 
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f ered withT 


What is a street. —The various municipal Acts in force in 
India give different interpretations of the term “ street. ” 
The term will have, therefore, to be construed aiecording to 
the interpretation given in each Act, Where the interpre¬ 
tation clause is wanting no satisfactory and generally accep¬ 
ted definition has been laid down by courts. In its ordinary 
and popular sense it means a roadway not necessarily a high¬ 
way which has on one side or both sides a more or le;M 
continuous or legular row of' houses. Etymologically it 
means a paved way; In' legal terminology it means a high¬ 
way in an incorporated municipality. 

Streets and highways.— It is presumed that street (over 
which the public have a right of way) means the same as 
highway in England, i.e., a way which is open to aU the 
King’s subjects. « It is essential to the notion of a highway 
that it should be open to all members of the public. The 
definition at once excludes land over which a man may pass 
by virtue only of a license personal to hinjaelf or in the 
exercise of his right as the owner or occupier of that land or 
as the owner or occupier of other land to which an easement 
over that land is appurtenant. It excludes roads commonly 
called occupation roads, laid out for the accommodation of 




41s© occuiaers of adjoining prc^iMSes, and Is^gally open to then! 
ossly. It excludes also lands such as vills^ greens, parks or 
fields, over which the inhatatants of a particular district 
have by custom or otherwise a right of recreation. In this 
ca^ as in the case of common land, although other members 
of the public may habitually make use of the land without 
hindrance, they do so under cover of a right w-hieh, in strict 
law, is confined to a limited class,” Pratt on Highways.” 

Ccdns*s classification of highways. —There are three kinds 
of ways. The first is a footway appropriate to the sole use of 
pedestrians. The second is a footway and horseway called 
pack and primeway, because it is both a footway which is the 
first or primeway, and a pack or drift way also. ‘ The third 
is a cartway including the other two. 

Classification of rights of way and oth«r rights. —In a 

Calcutta case Wilson, J., observed that by common law of 
England there are three distinct classes of rights of way and 
oter similar rights. First, there are private rights in the 
strict sense of the term vested in particular individuals or 
the owners of particular tenements, and such rights com¬ 
monly have their origin in grant or prescription. Secondly, 
there are rights belon^ng to certain classes of persons, 
certain portions of the public such as the freemen of a city, 
the tenants of a manor, or the inhaWtants of a parish or 
village—such rights commonly have their origin in custom. 
Thirdly, there are public rights in the full sense of the term 
wMch exist for the benefit of all the Queen’s subjects; and 

source of these is ordinarily dedication. 

it is unnecessary to enquire whether the mode of 
acquiring each of these classes of rights is necessarily the 
same in all cases in England and in India. But it is, T 
think, important to remember that these three classes of 
rights exist in the one country as well as in the other, etc., 
etc. 15 Cal. 460 at p. 464 and 57 Cal. 526. 

A public right of way in the full sense of the term and 
as to all King's subjects is unconnected with dominant 
tenements. Such rights oi* way may be acquired by user of 
or dedication to the public in general.. In this connection the 
fact that there were no thoroughfares at the termini is not of 
much importance on the point of dedication, but the question 
whether public in general use the way as pathway or only 
the inhabitants of the village or some other village do, are 
questions of ‘ considerable materiality. For where the 
privilege to use a road is enjoyed by a particular section of 
the public community or by inhabitants of two or three 
and not others the road is not a public toad. 



Ways permitted to be used by a section of the public or 
ways used by all in particular eases are private ways which 
have their ori^n in custom and such customary ways can ^ 
converted into an ordinary highway after user hy the general 

S ublic, sufficient to raise the presumptibn of dedication, but 
le evidence in support of the public eJaim must be cogent. 

A pathway, w'hieh lies oyer a private land and which is* 
used by the villagers and perhaps by the inhabitants of some 
of the villages, but with regard to which there is no testimony 
of universal user sufficient to rmae a presumption of dedication 
to the public, is not a public way within the meaning of S. 
283,1. P.C. To establish a customary right of way to 
the S£une pathway the court must be satisfied of the reason¬ 
ableness and certainty of the user and that such user was 
not permissive nor exercised by stealth or force and that the 
right has been exercised for such length of time as to suggest 
that by agreement or otherwise the usage has become the 
customary law of the particular locality. 57 Cal. 526; 1930 
Cal. 286. 

Public ways are not easements. —The right of the public 
to pass over a public road is not in the nature of an easement 
properly so called nor is it acquired by prescription under 
S. 26 of the Limitation Act. 62 P. R. 1898. and 20 A. 200. 

The right of the public to the enjoyment of land set 
apart from time immemorial for use of the public way stands 
upon a higher footing than a mere easement over property 
belonging to another. 1925 Mad. 415; 47 M. L. J. 784; 85 
I. C. 345. 

The right of passage that the public have over a road is 
not an easement as it does not de^nd on the ownership of 
any landed property. 1926 All. .”>38; 48 A. 560. 

Nature of the rights of the public. — ( I) The right of the 
public is a right of passing along, not a right of being in 
a highway; (Pratt on “ Highways,” p. 2.) The right which 
any of the King^s subjects has at common law is merely to 
use the highway to pass along it: Dovaston v. Payne, (1795) 

2 H. Bl. 527. The public have no right to be on the street 
to witness races or for holding meetings or for using it as 
a place of worship. In modern times the tendency is to 
enlarge this use.—“ Highways are no doubt dedicated prima 
facie for the purpose of passage; but things are done upon 
them by every body which are recognised as being rightly 
done and as eonstitutir^ a reasonable and usual mode of 
uring a highway as such.” See Harrison v, Rutland (Duke), 
(1893) 1 Q. B. 142 at p. 146. Similarly persons of all sects 
and creeds are entitled to carry processions along public 
streets. 32 Mad. 478; 29 I. C. 248.. 



BrcMBCMioiu.—Reli^ous p^x)cessloxi5 are la^ul axid legal 
and cc»ne wi^n a proper user of the publie highway and are 
always subject to the control of the district magistrate and 
police officers. But primarily the purpose for which a 
Wghway is dedicated is that of passive. Any exte^ons 
thereof must be such as are not inconsistent with the main¬ 
tenance of the paramount idea that the right of the public 
is that of passage. Hence a reli^ous procession is not 
entitled, by frequent stops in a publie street for the purpose 
of performing some reli^ous rites, to block the passage in 
an unreasonable manner. 43 A. 692; 1921 All. 146. 

R^ht of access. - An owner of lands adjoining a highway 
is entitled to access to the highway at all points where his land 
adjoins the highway whether or no the soil of the highway be 
Ms, RamuB V, Southhand L. B. 67 L. J. 169; Cable v, Saxby, 
(1914) 3 K. Ek 822. This right of the abutter to have access 
on a publie pathway was held not to be a private right but 
to be a right held in common with the public. This does 
not give a private right for the infringement unless special 
damage is proved. 36 A. 11. 

The right of access to the highway extends along the 
whole line of the boundary between the highway and the 
adjoining land. The owner of the adjoining land may pre¬ 
vent the erection of any building or other obstruction which 
bar his access to the highway. Thus, where the plaintiff’s 
land came down to the very edge of a publie promenade, and 
the local board erected a fence whereby he was deprived of 
direct, access to the esplanade, Romer, J., decided that the 
plaintiff was entitled to a mandatory injunction to compel 
the defendants to remove the fence, and to an inquiry 
as to the amount of special damage he had sustained (c). 
But the premises must actually adjoin the highway ; and, if 
there is an intervening wall of strip of land, however narrow, 
belonging to another person, the owner of the premises 
had neither the rights nor the liabilities of a frontager (d). 
Cases have occurred in urban districts where an adjoining 
owner has imperilled his right of access to a highway by 
acquiescing in the erection of a large advertisement board on 
the side of his building ; a legal easement may thus be 
acquired (g) {Moody y. Steggles (1879), 12 Oh. D. 61) where¬ 
by the owner may be effectually prevented from altering the 
efttrance to his premises. Pratt on * Highways,* p. 132. 

Obstroctioii of access to public right of way. —Obstruction 
to private right of access to the public thoroughfare 
ecanstitutes special damage: 3 Cal. 20. Every person 
is entitled to access to a pubhc way from his premises and 
otete^ction to such access gives a right to restrain such 
obstruction. 33 Cal. 1243. 



S 0 ^ further notes under .S, 1^2 under ‘‘ Aecess to 
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Qvei^lie sfreet aC every point. See s u b-elause (a) oi B. H 


appear that so far as owners of buildings 
els are eo neemed. the owners have not uncter 


Origm of street. —By the law of England public rights 
over a highway rest upon a dedication express or presumed 
from user by the public. In Smithes “ Le^ing Cases, *’ Vol. 
H, 12th edition, p. 166, the mode of creation of highways is 
thus stated: “ Except >vhere it is expressly created 'by 
statute, a highway derives its existence from a dedication to 
the public by the owner of land of a right of passage over 
it. This dedication, though it may not be made in expre^ 
terms, as it indeed seldom is, may and generally will be 
presumed from an uninterrupted user by the public of 
the right of way claimed. An open user as of right by the 
public raises a presumptive inference of dedication, but that 
presumption may be rebutted, e.g., by showing that, owii^ 
to the state of the title there was no valid dedication: A, G. 
V. Esher and Co., (1901) 2 Ch. 647 ; A. G. V. Watford, ^1912; 
1 Ch. 417. No particular time is necessary for evidence of 
a dedication. If the act of dedication be unequivocal, it 
may take place at once. For instance, if a man builds a 
double row of houses opening into the ancient street at each 
end, making a street, and sells or lets the houses, that is 
instantly a highway ’* ; per Chambre, J., in Woodyer v. 
Hadden, 5 Taunt 126; 14 R. R. 706 


. The above principles have been held to -apply to India 
being founded in reason and common sense and conducive to 
public convenience. R. 62 of l898. 

Dedication. —Continued user of a way by the' public 
raises a presumption that the way belongs to the public and 
that it has been dedicated by the owner for the public use 
for which it has been used. It does not lie upon the public 
to show by what particular owner the road has been dedicat¬ 
ed. 32 Mad. 527; 6 M. L. T. 285. 

In order to establish that a road is a public road, it is | 
sufficient if acts of user by public are shown to have been 1 
acquiesced in by the owner of the land over which the road | 
{^ses, and that these acts are of such a character as to I: 
warrant an inference that the owner intended tt'> make over | 
to the public the right to use the land as a public’' highway. 

6 C. L. R. 282. 



u 


'Pexficatioii fwust be presmned from the user by the 
lM:|blic of a thoroughfare as a highway, whoever Vraa' ^ 
owner of the at the time of dedication. 

- The rule of English Common Law that dedication of a 
highway arises by the fact of the private ownership of the 
soil doM not apply to India, 

Where a Hindu temple stood on such a highway there 
is no presumption that the dedication was m^e by the 
trustees of the temple any more than that the common owner 
'of the site of the temple and of the road founded the temple 
and gave it the site and dedicated the highway to the puWie. 

Where there has been a general user by the public 
a dedication without reservation would be presumed, if that 
was possible, and the burden of proving reservation will lie 
on the party contending for it. 8 1. C, 175. 

Ekments of good dedication.— An exclusive and continu¬ 
ous user by the public with the owner’s knowledge and 
acquiescence for the prescriptive period will raise the 
presumption of a grant or dedication to the public. 

• When a dedication is implied only, the question may 
ariste whether the dedication was of the entire ownership of 
land or merely of the right of user. 

To constitute a valid dedication it is not essential that 
the legal title should pass from the owner. 

It is not inconsistent with an effectual dedication that 
the owner should continue to make any and all uses of the 
land, which do not interfere with the uses, for which it is 
dedicated. 

One of the essential elements of a good dedication is that 
it is made to the public, that it be irrevocable, and that the 
land be for ever dedicated for the designated public use 
33 CaL 1290. 

Laud dedicated to cemeteries.— Land dedicated for 
cemeteries, if subsequently abandoned, will revert to the 
dedicator or his heirs. 33 Cal. ] 290. 

A public right of way can be acquired by user of or by 
dedication to the public in general But in order to consti-' 
tute a valid dedication to the public by the owner of the soil 
there must be an intention to dedicate, there must be an animuf 
dedicandi of which the user by the public is evidence, and np 
more; a single act of interruption by the owner is of much 
more wei#it upon a question of intention than many acts of 
enjoyment. The onus of establishing such an intention lies 
heavily upon the person asserting the dedication. 56 L C 1 • 

I Lah. 117. • ' ’ 
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Aieocptanc* by ptdidKc.'^No formal aet of {^option by any 
person or authority is required for the acceptance of a ^fa- 
way dedhsated to the public use: such acceptame can be 
inferred from the public user of the way.' 40 I. C. 74. 


Schedb wluch are not public. —The mere circumstence that 
a si^i is jiaddied. and swepkb^rlEberiiaiiai^Uty hpt ot 

25 JBom. 315, 


A street protected by a gate closed at night by a watch¬ 
man who lived over the gate and was under the control of 
and paid by owners of the houses in the street, was not held 
to be" a public street as there had been no dedication of the 
land to the public and that the public had not acquired such 
a right of going over it as to make it a public street vested 
in the municipality. 20 Bom. I4t). (This was a ruling 
under the old Bombay District Municipal Act containing no 
definition of the term ** public street.’*) 


An open courtyard was surrounded by six houses which! 
including the court were once the property of a single | 
person. It was not shown that it ever ceased to be so and ? 
the court was not used as a thoroughfare. The houses at the i 
time of dispute were owned by different persons. “ Occupant 
of each house had the right of way across the court which ■ 
was used as a means of access to the houses which surround -) 
ed it by persons having business with the house-holders: | 
Held that such limited user by the public was not sufficient to t 
show that the court had ceared to be private property and f 
was converted into a “ street ** vesting in the municipality | 
(t. e., public street). 6 Bom. 686 (doubted in .30 Bom. 557). | 

Such a courtyard will certainly fall within the definition ; 
of ** street ” as defined in the Punjab Municipal Aet. 

Where there is a road, the privilege of using which is 
enjoyed 'by one particular section of the community it is 
absurd to say that the road is a public one. 25 W. R. 233. . 

Stopping up of rat-holes and putting stones right by the 
health department of the municipality is no proof of repair 
within the intent of the definition of public street. Nor 
would the use by the municipality of its powers to remove 
projections and obstructions be evidence that the street is i 
public. . 1895 Rat. Un. Cr. C. 802. * 


Where certain land is kept open for the purp^ of 
allowing people generally to pass over it to visit a religious 
car preserved in a shed on the road, and the people pass 
over it by the implied permission of the shebaite to pay wor¬ 
ship to the idol in the car, and for a certain ^me in each 



year trtiffic is entirely stopped and liie land is covered by 
temporary sheds erected by shop-keepers from whom the 
'i^ebaits collect tolls: Held the public have no right of way 
as of -right over the open land which is not, therefore, a 
road^ as dehned in the Bengal Act, in of 1884^ 9 I. C..562. 

I A blind alley having four houses each of which has a 
“ separate dioor, opening into a public street is itself a street, 
where it is not shown that the houses were at. any time the 
I property of one man and where the blind alley was not the 
property of any one and where others besides the residents 
'of these houses have free access to it. It was held the alley 
was a “ street ** as defined in the municipal act. 13 1. 0. 427 j 
44 P..B. 1912. 

A plot of land left open in a market owned by a citizen 
and by its nature accessory to shop property and let by him 
as such to his shop tenants and neither drained, lighted nor 
cleaned by the municipality would not form a public street, 

A municipality would be committing a trespass if it 
.ehters upon it or builds a road across it in spite of the 
objection of the owner and without taking any steps to 
acquire it. 56 I. 0.1; 1 Lah. 117. 

Incases where the existence of a public highway is in 
issue, it is of crucial importance to distinguish between the 
grant to the public as such of a right of way and the per¬ 
mission which naturally flows from the use of the ground as 
a passage for visitors to or traders with tenants whose shops 
abut upon it. 56 I. C. 1; 1 Lah. 117. 

A limited access by the public to a private place does not 
operate to convert it into a public street. 

Where, therefore, a private sarai owned by three persons 
had two ‘gates which were regularly shut at night but had 
fallen down for the last five or ten years, it was held that the 
municipal committee cannot prevent the owners from sett¬ 
ing up the gates, as no right of way was acquired by the 
public. 109 P. R. 19] 6; 35 1. C. 355. 

Streets held to be public. —Any land over which the 
public has a right to pass, is a public street and the mere 
fact that a social part of it was metalled for the greater 
convenience of traffic, would not make the unmetalled por¬ 
tion on each side any the less a* public road or street. 37 All. 
9; 261.-C. 206. 

Cul-de-sac. ”—A lane which though at one time private 
property, had been for upwards of thirty years used by the 
public generailly and had been lighted, drained and swept by 



61 ; 

the munieipaliiies was not the less a ** street ** as defined in 
United Provinces Municipalities Act, and was not the less a 
street because it happens to be a c»l-de~sac. 30 All. 70. 

Dadici^ioiii of ** cul-de-sac ** ~ Before private land can 
become a public street or passage, it must be made so 
by statute or be dedicated specifically by the owner 
to the use of (he public, or there must be circumstances from 
which such dedication can be presumed. Dedication may be 
inferred from user by the public but it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to establish a public right of way over a cul-de- 
saCf by evidence of user alone without proof that public 
money has been spent on it. 

A public highway must prim a facie lead from one public 
place to another. A cul-de-sac may be a public high¬ 
way, but its dedication will not be presumed from mere 
public user without evidence of expenditure on the place in 
mspute for repairs, lighting or other matters by the public 
authority. 1931 Gal. 433; 58 Cal. 1124.. 

Certain lands acquired in 1874 for “ a public purpose ** 
under the Land Acquisition Act of 1870 in connection with 
the Port Commissioners Act of 1370, were conveyed to the 
Port Commissioners for value in 1876. A road constructed 
on a portion of these lands was used by the general public 
from the date of its completion in 1875 till 1881. 

On the Port Commissioners erecting a fencing in 1903 
obstructing access from adjoining premises to the road, a 
suit was instituted by the owners of the adjoining premises 
for the declaration of a private right of access to the road 
as a public highway and for incidental relief: 

Heldy a public right of way may be created either by Act 
of the legislature or by dedication, express or presumed, by 
the owner of the land, to the general public. The acquisition 
in suit did not create any public statutory road. The declara¬ 
tion of a “ public purpose/” did not make the road a public 
ro^. The “ public purpose ” was under S. 38 of the Port 
Commissioners Act of 1870, for the purpose of that Act. 
By the conv(*yance the land became vested in the Port 
Commissioners. 

In order to constitute a valid dedication to the public of 
a highway by the owner of the soil, there must be an animus 
dedicandi', of which user hy the public is evidence and no 
more. 33 Cal. 1243. 

A road made over the petitioner’s land to trenching 
ground to which a name was given by ■ the municipality, 
was i»ot used ae road after thq trenching ground wa^^ closed: 



^ iSmS. 

. as the road was originally used for a tem¬ 

porary purpose and there was no fact frcwn which it might, be 
supp(»3ea tlmt the petitioner ever intended it to be us«i per¬ 
manently, there was no evidence that there was ever any 
dedication of the road to the public so as to constitute it a 
public road. Hoad temporarily used for a public purpose is 
not public. 46 I. C. 518. 

Under S. 38 all public streets vest in the municipal 
cohimittee; and consequently the absence of the inclumon 
of the disputed road in the municipal jamabandi is prima 
facie good evidence which tends to negative the plea that 
the road is a public road. 1933 Nag. 267. 

Limited dedication.— Put^c highways cannot be dedicat¬ 
ed to a class or to a limited section of the public and such 
dedication is no dedication at all. 

All other rights over other person’s property are private 
whether they belong to a class or to an individual and whether 
they arise by grant, license, easement, customa^ right or 
any other origin: 37 I. C. 977. A person in dedicating land 
to public use may place such limits as he wishes upon the 
demeation. There may be a dedication to the public for a 
limited purpose as, for instance, an access to a particular 
building or a footway, horseway or driftway but there can 
be no such thing in law as a public right of way constituted 
by dedication to only a section of the public, 56 I. C. 1; 
I Lah. 117. 

Exclusive right of occupation of street. —This cannot be 
acquired on a portion of way dedicated to the public. Where a 
dedication has been established of a high road and where a 
portion only out of the land so dedicated has been used for that 
purpose, no person could, by occupation or other user of any 
part of the road establish a right as against the public, over 
any {)£U't of the land, even had it never been used for the 
purpose for which it was dedicated. 20 All. 200. 

Proposed roads in lay out plans. —The owner of a 
large plot of land abutting on a highway divided the 
plot into nineteen small plots and sold them to different 
j»rsons. These plots were mapped out as abutting on the 
sides of two parallel roads which were marked out as propos¬ 
ed roads. Elach of the purchasers of the plots entered into a 
contract or covenant with the owner to keep open that 
portion of the proposed road which stood in front of his plot 
and to prepare so much of the road. The question arose 
whether the proposed road was a street within the meaning of 
Bombay City Municipality Act [correspon^ng to S. 3, 
el. (13) of the Punjab Act]. It was held that the propos- 
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the ifleaiiing of the 


ed road vfould constitute a street within 
Act,. 30 Bom. 568. 

. Acetoibietotlie public -These woitis mean that any 
member of the public as such has access to the land : and by 
“lS>Ss to^» would ordi^rily be^ understood ummpeded 
entrance upon the land. 10 L 0. 785. 

The expression means open to ^1 the public _ in 
whether by ri^t or permission. 73 I- C. 725; 1923 Lah. 417. 

not held to be « street.— A lane which is accessible i 
to the public whether permanently or temporarily is ( 
“ street ** The fact that arrangements lor lighting and clean- s 
inir the lane are made by the mohalladars at their expense and | 
that the lane is cemented by them is not matensd. Even ( 
if mohalladars have a right to close the dwr and exclude 

the nubUc, the lane would be a street as the pubhc have 
not L a matter of fact been prevented by any physical 
obstruction. It would not be a public street. 1922 I-ah. 41. 

See 1930 Lah. 547. 

Where people residing on either side of the lane have ‘ a 
rieht of access to the lane, the lane becomes - 
the meaning of el. 13 (o) of S. 3. Cf '• 

Lane.— The word “ lane 
Municipal Act but it signifies a 
1930 Lah. 547. 

f having houses accessible from the lane.— Where 
people redding on either side of the lane have a right of acce® 
to the lane it becomes a street vnthin the meaning of S. 
3 (12). Cf, 1925 All. 234; 85 I. C. 761. 

A space was left vacant between two proposed buildings 
by the accused. The site of the buildi^s belonged to the 
accused The accused was prosecuted of raising his building 
more than the width of the street. Held, the space was not 
a s^et. C/. 19 k Bom. 365; 81 I. C. 52; 26 Bom. L. R: 216. 

Every vacant space. - Grammatically the words «si^h 
spacr^Tn the second paragraph refer to the words 

“every vacant space'» at the beginning of the jm^raph, and 
are not connected with the previous paragraph. ‘ Eyeiy vacant 
space which satisfies certain requirements, is ^luded in 
S^efinition if there is no right of way of any f rt across it. 
Logically, too, the words cannot refer back to the first ^^a- 
gr^h fm* the definition would then e»iltlde private streets 


a street within 
1925 All. 234. 

^ i 

is not defined in the Punjab | 
narrow ro^ or a street.] 



^ iSeB,/3, 

which as ci.2(2) skxws, are included in-the term “street,*' • 

If, therefore, a vacant space is in fact a road or footway 
which is accessible to the public, it is a street, aiKi that para. 2 
refers only to such vacant spaces as are neitlier “ roads, foot¬ 
paths, squares, court-alleys or passages.” Cf. 1930 Sindh 30- 
122 I d. 385. 

S. 3 (13) (o).—It is expressly laid down hv ^the legis¬ 
lature that a street shall not include any part ' of a Jiacant 
space which the occupier of any such building has a right ^t 
all hours to prevent all other persons from using as aforesaid. 
Where therefore the occupiers of a building can by shutting 
the gate prevent all persons from having access to a passage, 
the passage cannot be held to be a street, nor can it be called 
a lane. 1930 Lah. 547. 

Private property when not a street. —Where a person has 
been declared to be the owner of a piece of land on which 
several houses abut and when he has the right to prevent all 
others from using the piece as moans of access the land 
cannot be called a street and the owner is not guiltv un<ler 
S. 172 (1) for building over it. 1925 Lah. 238; 84 I.’C. 718. 

Land covered by any pavement, verandah or other erection 
etc.—Onus of proof.— Where SuCh an erection is found to have 
existed for at least forty or fifty years and before the exten¬ 
sion of the Municipal Act and where there is nothing to 
show what the orimnal width or limits of the street was and 
where there is nothing to show that erection did not exist 
before the lane was made or that the erection was thrown out 
of the main building upon what at the lime of the building of 
the house was a public street or that the erection was not as 
much a constituent part of the house as the wall wJiieh the 
erections adjoin, it is for the committee to prove that the 
ereeiion or verandah encroaches on the street. No inlerence 
can be drawn from the mere fact that the erection is beyond 
the main wall of the house. 8 Mad. 64. 

Width or extent of the street.— The width of tlje way 
which has been dedicated or is presumed to have Ixien 
dedicMed, is a question of fact. All the groun<l that is 
between the fences is presumably dedicated as highway unless 
the presumption is rebutted by the nature of the gronnd or 
other circumstances. In the case of an ordinary highway 
although it may be of a varying and iinequal width, running 
between fences, one on each side, the right of passage or 
way, prima facie, and unless there be evidence to the contrary, 
exteiK^ to the whole space between the fences, and the pubh^ 
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are entitled to the use of the entire of it as a highway, 
and are not confined to the part which may be metallM or 
Isept in order for the more convenient use of carriages and 
foot passengers. Pratt on ** Highways, p. 43, 8th emtion. 

Similarly it has been held in India that 'the public are 
entitled to the whole width of the road unimpeded by any 
article deposited thereon. 11 Mad. 343 ; 19 Bom, 212; 
45 P. R 1905 Cr. 

Sewered. -Under a corresponding section of the Bombay 
City Municipal Act the word sewer has been held to 
signify a drain or passage to convey off water and filth 
underground and to refer to the carrying of other water 
besides liquid filth. 

A street cannot be said to be sewered * * by the munici¬ 
pality merely because there runs under it a pipe, laid by the 
municipality, which though carrying off sullage water from 
certain houses, has no direct connection with the surface of 
the street. 

The municipality cannot be said to have undertaken the 
responiability of maintainir^ a street as a public street 
when their action has been limited to the mere provision of 
a pipe disconnected from the street and designed merely to 
remove excrementitious and other filthy matter from the 
houses which happen to adjoin the line of the street. 
18 I. C. 267. 

A lane or street over which the public as such have 
no right to pass along, does not become “ public street 
within the meaning of S. 3 (13) of the Act only because 
there is an underground sewer of old times runrang under 
it. S. 56 (g) deals only with public streets, pavements, etc., 
which vest in the municipality, and not to private lanes. 

It was contended that as there was an underground sewer 
under this lane, the lane was one which was sewered by the 
municipality and hence it does fall within the meaning of 
“‘public street.’’ I cannot accede to this contention. The 
underground sewer is one of the old drains of the limes of 
the Muhammadan emperors. The mere fact, that it does 
exist under the street could not in any way make the street 
one sewered out 'of municipal funds. 1922 All. 386 ; 701. 
C. 416. 

A “street” does not merely mean the actual roadway 
but includes the houses on either side of it. 

Where before the coming into force of the City of 
Bombay Mutticdpal Act of 1888, a sewage pipe was laid down 
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in & Xane which carried the sullage water of the houses on 
the two sides of the iane: Held, that the lane must be 
deemed to have been sewered by the municipality and was, 
therefore, a public street to which S. 305* of the Act had 
po application. 46 I. C. 519. 

'I Wlwt Act to govern the quMtion whether particular land is 

It a pubfic street. —Whether a particular land is a public street 
or otherwise is to be determined by the application of criteria 
I detennining it as mentioned in the Act in force when the suit 
fl is brought. 1930 All. 531; 1930 A. L. J. 1039. 


(tl4) ** vdiicle ** shall include bicycles, tricyles and aido- 
motor cars, and every wheeled conv^rance whicb 
is used or capable of being used on a public street. 

Notes. 


There was no corresponding definition in the old Act. 
The definition has been taken from the Bombay District 
Municipalities Act of 1901. 


Analogous Law 

Ss. 3 (4), (5), Bengal Municipal 
Act, 1932. 

S. 3 (30), Behar and Orissa 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 3 (2', Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 3 (17), Bombay District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, in of 1901. 

S. 3 (9), Bombay City MunicifKil 
Act, in of 1888. 

S. 3 (13), Calcutta City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, HI of 1923. 


S. 2 {xxxoiii). Cantonment Act, 
11 of 1924. 

S 3 (o), Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 3 (6), Meidras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 3 (5), Madras District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 3 {cliii), Rangoon City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

S. 2 (24), U. P. Municipalities 
Act, 1916. 


Every wheeled conveyance, ete.-— Trollies running on 
rails in the streets of a municipality pushed or pulled by 
hand and used by contractors for the purpose of carrying 
materials are vehicles, and subject to vehicle tax, if one is 
imposed in the municipality: 17 Bom. L. R. 63 ;27 I. C. 497. 
Similarly a bicycle with a motor wheel would be covered by 
the definition W'hich is extensive and not restrictive. Though 
a notification specifically taxing a motor Wcyele cannot apply 
to the Ucvcle 'with an autowheel. Cf. 36 I. C. 877 ; 14 A. 
E. J.850. 


Even without the definition of the term tricycle has 
been held to be a vehicle driven by the man who rides it. 
41 B. 464, 40 I. C. 289. 


* Corresponds to S. 171 (I) of the Pun^b Municipal Act. 
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(IS) ** Medieal Officer of Heeltli ** meen* sudh perMm 
tiie cotmnittee has appointed Medical Officer of 
Haaldi, or cudbt person as die Local Govemm«oit may 
Ijy aotffication appoint Medical OKetr of Healtl^ 
or, failing such i«»pointment, Dktrict Medi^ 
Officer ol Health. 

Notes. 

This interpretation clause was newly introduced by 
Punjab Amendment Act of 1923. The definition has now been 
amended by Act III of 19^. 

Analogous Law.— C/. S. 3 (19) of Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

(IS) ** Factory*’ shaB have the meaning assigned to it in 
the Indian Factories Act, 1911. 

Notes. 

This clause has been added by Amendment Act of 1923. 
According to Indian Factories Act, 1911, “ factory ” means:— 

" (a) Any premises wherein or within the precincts 
of which, on any one day in the year not less 
than twenty persons are simultaneously employed 
and steam, water or other mechanical power or 
electrical power is used in aid of any process for, 
or incidental to, making, altering, repairing, orna¬ 
menting, finishing or otherwise adapting for use, 
for transport or for sale any article or part of an 
article : or 

(6) Any premises wherein or within the precincts of 
which, on any one day in the year not less than 
ten persons are simultaneously employed and any 
such proTOss is carried on, whether any such power 
is used in aid thereof or not which liave been 
declared by the Local Government, by notification 
in the Local Official Gazette, to be a factory, 

** A declaration under clause (6) may be made in respect 
of any class of premises, or in respect of any particular 
premises.” 

Analogous Law. —S. 3 (a*©) of Rangoon City Municipal 
Act,.1922. 

(17) ** public place ” means a space which is opm to_ 
the use or enjoyment of die puUic, whether or not 
private prcqperty and wfaethor or not vested in the 
omnnaiilee. 
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NiMest 

This defifdtion has been introduced by Act III of 1933. 
The term is used in the following Sections: Ss, 109 (1) (aj 
W, 151,156,177. 

Analogous Law.— S. 3 (23) of Bihar and Orissa Municipal 
Act, 1922; S. 3 (1) Central Provinces Act, II of 1922; S. 2 
Cantonment Act, II of 1924; S. 2 (18), United Pro¬ 
vinces Act, 1916. 

(1ft) (a) * built area ' Is that portion of a munuipaHtjr of 
u^ich the greater psurt has been devdoped as a busi¬ 
ness or residoitial area; 

(b) “ unbuilt area is an area within the munldpal limits 
whidh is declared to be such at a special meeting of 
the committee by a resolution confirmed by the Local 
Government, or which is notified as such by the Local 
Govemmoit. 

Notes. 

These terms hav’e been defined and introduced by the 
Amendment Act III of 1933. In view of the introduction of 
S. 192 in substitution of the old section these terms become 
very important. 



CHAPTER II. 

Constitution op Municipalitjes 


Procedure 
r conbtitut- 
g miinici- 
Uity. 


4. (1) The local Govornment may, by notification, propose 

(any Ideal area to be a municipality uiider this Act: 

Provided that, no military cwitonment or part of a military 
cantonment shall, without the consent of the Govemor-Genwal 
in Council, be [included in any such area].* 


(2) Every such notificaton shall define the limits of the 
local area to which it relates. 


(3) A copy of vmy notification under the section, with a 
translation in such vernacular language as the local Government 
may direct, shall be affixed in some conspkuous place m the 
court-house of the Deputy Commissionar'widnn whose jurisdiction 
the local area to whidi the notification relates lies, and in mie or 
more cmiapicuous places in that local area. 


• Substituted by S. 2 (i) of the Punjab Mumcipal Amendment 
Act, 1925, (I of 19156) and has effect from 1st day of Nov. 1911. 



(4) Hm D«i^y ConpiiiilMioiMnr shall cer&y to Ae kkeal 
G o wn mont the di40 on iwhidh the copy and translation were 
so affixed and dm date so cortified s^l be deemed to be the 
date of pnMication of the notificatimi. 

(5) Shoidd miy inhaldtant desire to object to a notification 
isBaed imder sob-section (1), he may, within six weeks from tho 
date of its pnUicatioa, snbmit his objeclum in writing thronph 
the Deputy Commissionar to tibe local Government and die local 
Govemmont shadi tadce his dbjecdon into cmisideration* 

(6) When six wedcs from the date of the poblicadon have 
eiqn*^* nnd the locad Govemmmit hiM considered amd ps me d 
orders <m such objectioiu as may have bemi submitted to it, die 
l«MwI Government may, by nodfication, d«Mdare the local area to 
be, for the purposes of this Act, a mimicipadity of the first or 
second clans. 

(7) The local Govemmmit may by notification dbrect that 
adl or amy of the rules made under this Act which are m force in 
any municipality in the Punjab shadi, with such exceptions and 
adaptations an may be considered necessary, apply to the local 
area constituted a municipality undm thut sectkm, amd simh rules 
shadi forthwith apply to such municipality without furdier pub- 
Bcathm. 

** (7 s) * [Whmi a local aurea, the vdiole or part ot which 
wan a notified aurea under this Act, is declared to be a munici- 
palaty under this section, the munmpad committee shadi be 
deemed to be the pmpetuad successor of such notified aurea com¬ 
mittee in respect of all its roles, bye-laws, taxes and adl odier 
matters whatsoever] t[aknd the notified aurea committee diall 
continue in office, and shall, notwithstamding anything contakhaed 
in the Act, be deemed to be the municipal committee, imtil tiie 
appointmmit amd election of members is notified by the local 
Govemmmit under S. 12]. 

(7 b) *[When a local aurea, the whole orpart of which was 
a small town undm the Punjab Small Tovms Act, 1922, is 
declatred to be a mimicipadity under this section, the mmucmal 
committee shadi be deemed to be the perpetual suceesscnr of such 
smadl town committee in respect of all its rules, bye-laws, taxes 
and aU other matters whatsoever] t[amd the Smadl Town 

* Added by S. 2 («<) of the Punjab Municipal Amendment Act. 
I of 1925. 

t Added by S. 2 of the Punjab Municipal and Small Town 
Amendment Act, 1929, IV of 1929. 
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CommiHee shidl oodtinae In office, and sbUI^ ticAwiliMlaiiding 
•cqrffi^ coateitted w tins Act be deemed to he the maoM^Nd 
connuStfece anti i the emMsittment smd sdec^tioa <rf members Js 
notified by the hkcal Goverament under S. 12]. 

(6) The local Government may, aftor consaltm^ the corn- 
liuttcn, 'tKbwit, by notification that any munichfialily be trsBuderred 
iram one <dsws to another. 

(9) A committee shall come into existence at such 
die local Govmiment may by notification, appoint in riiM behaff. 

Notes. 

Ss. 5 and 198 of Act XX of 1891; S. 3 of Act XIII 
of 1884. 

The Punjab Municipal Amendment Act, 1925, intro¬ 
duced two new sub-clauses 7 (a) and 7 (6) under &. 4. 
These were amended again by Act IV of 1929. By the 
amendments on the conversion of a notified area or small 
town into a municipality the rules, taxes, bye-laws and 
all other matters applicable to the notified area or small 
town become applicable to the newly constituted munici¬ 
pality. By the present amendments, the notified area com¬ 
mittee or the small town committee existing at the time in these 
areas will now become the municipal committee of the newdy 
constituted municipality until the appointment or election of 
new members is notified. There will be thus no break in the 
constitution of the governing body. The amendment of 
cl. 1 effected by amending Act of. 1925 is only formal. 

CommeBcement of Uie am«idment. — S. 12 of Amendlt^ 
Act 1925 »ves a retrospective effect. These amendmente 
must be tahen to have been incorporated from the very 
commencement of Act III of 1911. 

Analog'Ous Law: — 

S. 8, Bengal District Municipal 
Act, 1884. 

Ss. 6 & 8, Bengal Municipal 
Act, XV of 1932. 

S. 4 of Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 4 & 7, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

Ss. 4 & 8, Bombay District 
Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

. Constitution of Municipalities. —Municipality is a certain 
local area over which the municipal committees exercise 
their jurisdiction for the welfare of the inhabitants of that 
area. Unless expressly authorized municipal ccanmittees 
pannot exercise any control in respect of matters relatii^ to 


Ss. 3 & 4, Burma Municipal 
Act, 111 of 1898. 

S. 3, Cantonment Act, II of 1924. 
Ss. 4, 5 & 244, Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, II of 1922 
S. 4, Madras District Municipal 
Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 3 & 4, United Provinces 
Municipalities Act, 1916. 
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patdie health, safety or convemeiiee over peraons or pro¬ 
perties outsioe the limits of a particular i&iined area. It 
becomes necessary, therefore, to define the geographical 
liimts of the muuieipali^. 

In England corporations can be created by Royal 
Charter or by Actor Parliament. There were also corpo¬ 
rations at common law and corporations by prescription. In 
British India, however, all municipal corporations owe their 
existence to statute. They have no other source than the 
sovereign power as exercised by the lemslature. The proce¬ 
dure for constituting certain inhabited areas into muniei- 
palities is laid down in S^. 4 while subsequent sections 
lay down the procedure for revising the boundaries of the 
already constituted mumcipalities by way of extension or 
contraction. When any existing municipality is extended by 
inclusion of certain areas the area so included is governed 
by the rules and regulations already existing in the munici¬ 
pality ; Avhere, however, any area is excluded from an existing 
municipality, the rights and liabilities of the excluded area 
vest in the local Government as laid down in S. 8. Similarly 
when a municipality is dissolved altogether under S. 10 the 
rights and liabilities vest in the Government. Though the 
local Government has to consider the wishes of inhabitants 
when proposing to dissolve municipalities or when proposing 
to alter their hmits and invites objections to such proposals, 
and though it has to make the declaration after considering 
such ob.ieetions, the power of the Government is absolute 
subject to the limitation that the change does not work for¬ 
feiture of any existing right as against the old corporation. 
See Abbott, Vol. I, p. 27; Dillon, Vol. I, p. 79. 

5. (1) The local Goverament may, by notlficatimi pub* 

luhed in the official Gazette and in such other manner as it may 
determine, declare its intention to include within a municipality 
any local area in the vicinity of the same and defined in the 
notification: 

Provided that, where the local area is a military cantmiment 
or part of a military cantonment, no notification affecting it 
be published under this section without the previous consent of 
the Govemor-Geaneral in Council. 

(2) Any inhabitant of a municipality or local area in 
respect of which a notification has bem published under sub¬ 
section (1) may, should he object to the alteration proposed, 
submit hk objection in vrriting throutd* the Depirty Com¬ 
missioner to the local Government wfthin she weeics from the 
piiblicidion eff the notification in tiie Gaaette; nd the hwal 
Government shall take such ob jectimi into cmiSHleii^lui. ' 


Notificatii 
of intentii 
to a 1 t £ 
J j m i t s 
municipal 



*(3) m wedks from die pubfieedon of the aodfieethia 

heve.e^pfred, and the local Goyeraraent has eoasidmred the 
objecdoiia (if any) whidb have been submitted uadm* sub* 
section (2), die local Govarnment may, by notification^ include 
the local area in the municipality. 

. . (4) When any local area has beai Included in a munici¬ 
pality under sub-section (3) of this section of thu Act, and, 
cswept as the local Government may otherwrase by notification 
direct, all rules, bye«laws, orders, directions and powers made, 
issued, or conferred under this Act, and in force throughout the 
vdiole municipality at the time, shidl apply to such areau 

Notes. 


This section corresponds to Ss. J94, 195 and 197 of 
the old Act. 


Analogous Law :— 

Ss. 9, 9-A, & 9-B, Bengal District 
Municipal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 6 (d), 8 . lO, & 11 , Bengal 
Municipal Act, XV of 1932. 

Ss. 4 (c), 6 (rt) & 8, Behar and 
Orissa Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 4 (2), Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act 1925. 

S. 4, Bomljay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, HI of 1901. 


Ss. 6, 3(6), & 4, Burma Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1898. 

Ss. 4, & 6, Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 4, Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 220 & 222, Rangoon City 
Municipal Act, 1912. 

Ss. 3, 4 & 5, United Provinces 
Municipalities Act, 1916 


When the area of a municip^ity is extended by inclusion 
of certain new areas, then sections requiring special 
extension already applicable to the old area will equally 
apply to the new area without any special extension. Cf. 52 
I. C. 386. 


Alteration of the limits of the Municipalfty.— Where 
revenue boundaries of a town are enlarged so as to include 
an area outside the boundaries as notified to be the 
boundaries of the municipality of the said town the area 
cannot be deemed to become a part of the municipality. 
The Revenue Board has no power to fix the boundaries for 
the purposes of the municipal or town act. Cf. 1928 Mad. 
1261; 55 M. L. J. 718; 113 I. C. 276. 


Notification 
intention 
exclude 
2al area 
tm muni- 
mlity. 


6. The local Government may, by notificaticm and in 
•nch other manner as it may deem fit, declare its intentimn to 
exclude from a mumcipality any local area conqiirKed therein 
and defined in the notification t 

Proyided that where the local area is a military cantonment 
or part of a military cantonmen^ no notification dball be 
paUbbed under this section in respect of it witiioat the previoib 
consent of the Governor-General in Comcfl. 
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Notes* 
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S. 194 of the old Aet. 

Analogous Law ;— 

S. 9 (6), Bengal District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1^4. 

S. 6 (c), !^ngal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 4 (b), Behar and Orissa 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 4 (2), Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 4 (2), Bombay District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1901. 


Ss. 3 (e) & 4, Burma Municipal 
Act, m of 1898. 

S. 4, Cantonment Act, II of 1924. 

S. 7, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, n of 1922. 

S. 4. Madias District Municipal 
Act, V of 1920. 

S. 220, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

Ss. 3 4, & 5 United Provinces 
Municipalities Act, 1910. 


7. (1) Any inhabitont of a municipality or local area in 

respect of w^ch a notification has bemi published under Sectkm 
6 may, if he objects to the exclusion propos^ siAmit his objec¬ 
tion in writing to the local Govemmoit within six weeks from 
the publication of the notification, and the local Government 
shall take his objection into consideratkm. 

(2) When six weeks from the publicatitm of the notifica¬ 
tion ^ve expired and the local Government has considered the 
objections (if any) which have been submitted under sub-sec¬ 
tion (1), the local Government may, by notification, exclude 
the local area from die munuipality. 


Notes. 


Analogous Laws •.— 

S. 9 (6) Bengal Municipal Act, 
1884. 

Ss. 7 & 8, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 6, Behar and Orissa Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

S 4, Bombay Municipal Boroughs 
Act, 1925. 

S. 4, Bombay District Municipal 


Act III of 1901. 

Ss. 4 & 0 (e), Burma Municipal 
Act, III of 1898. 

S. 7, Central ProviiKes Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 220, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

S. 4, United Provinces Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 


Ss. 6 and 7 provide for contraction of municipal areas 
by excluding particular portions from the originally consti¬ 
tuted municipal areas. The result of such exclusion is laid 
down in S. 8. 


8. (1) When a local area is excluded from a municipa¬ 

lity under S. 7— 

(a) this Act, and all notifications, rules, bye-laws, orders, 
directions and powers issued, made or conferred 
under this Act, shall ceasejo apply thereto ; and 


Exclusion o 
local are- 
from mum 
cipality. 


Effect 
exclusior 
local 
from m 
cipality. 



Power to 
exempt mu- 
nicip^ i t y 
from provi¬ 
sions of Act 
uns u i t ed 
thereto. 
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(b) the local Govenuneot shall, after considthitK the 
ctMamittee, frame a scheme detenoinmf mriiat portien 
of the balance of the municipal and othor 

property vested in the municipal coams^ee ehdl 
vest m His Majesty for the benefit the local area, 
and in what manner the liabilities of the committee 
shall be apportioned between committee and the 
Secretary of State for India in Council, and on the 
scheme being notified the property and liabilities shall 
vest and be apportioned acccardingly. 

(2) All property vested in His Majesty under sub-section 

(1) shall be applied under the orders of ftie local Government 
to discharging the liabilities imposed cm the Secretary of State 
foe India in CooncU under that sub-section, or for the promotion 
of the safety, health, welfare or convenience of the inhalntants 
of the local area. 

Notes. 

S. 196 of the old Act, 

Atwlogous Law :— 

S. 9 (ft), Bengal District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, I8tl4. 

S 120, Bengal Municipal Act, XV 

of 1932. 

S 10, Behar and Orissa Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

S. 4 (4), Bombay District 

Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

S. 6(o), Burma Municipal Act, 

III of 1898. 

9. (1) Shmild the circumstances of any mimicipality be 

such that, in the opinion of the local Government, any of ftie 
proyuiens of this Act are unsuited thereto, the local Govern¬ 
ment may, by notification, mcempt the municipality or any part 
of it from tlm operation of those provisions: and thereupon the 
said provisions shall not apply to the municipality until applied 
thereto by notification. 

(2) While such exception as aforesaid remidas in force, 
the local Government may make roles for the guidance of the 
omnmittee and public in respect of the matters excepted from 
the operation of the said provisions. 

Notes. 

S. 199 of the old Act. 

Analogoos Law-— S. 173, Bengal Act, HI of 1884; 
Ss. 13 & 555 of Bengal Act, XV of 1932; S. 205, Burma Act, 
in of 1898; S. 9, Central Provinces Act, II of 1922; Ss. 7 

(2) .& 9 of Behar and Orissa Act, VII of 1922; S. 10, 
United Provinces Municipal Act 1916; S. 67, Punjab District 

Act,l^. 


S. 10, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. Madras District Municipal 
Act, V of 1920. 

S 221, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act i^-2 

Ss 4 & 122, United Provinces 
Municipalities Act, 1916* 
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Monie^al Act is ft genera! Act applicable to all the 
mnnieipalities to be create by the local Government. Tl» 
Act avoids the necessity of. passing separate and special 
charters for each municipality In case a municipality to 
be created be not suited to be elotoed with full powers as 
laid down in the general Act, this section empowers the 
local Government to exempt it from such provisions of the 
general Act as are; in the opinion of the local Government, 
unsuited to it. Vide Dillon, Vol. I, § 61. For notifications 
exempting certain municipalities from operation of certain 
sections, see author's Municipal Manual,p. 105. 

Provisions of notification under S. 3 (7) are excluded 
from certain municipalities. Certain municipalities have 
been excluded from operation of provisions of S. 26 (1). 

10. (1) The local GoveramMt may, by notifieatioai, 

witiidraw from the operation of this Act the area of any rnnnb 
cipaBty constituted thereunder. 

(2) When a notification is issued under this section m res¬ 
pect of any municipality, this Act and all notifications, rules, 
bye-laws, orders, directions Md powen issued, made or con¬ 
ferred under this Act, shall cease to apply to the said area; the 
balance of the municipal fund and all other property at the 
time of the issue of the notification vested in the committee 
Shan vest in His Majesty; and the liahilities of the committee 
shaU be transferred to the Secretary of State for India in 
Council. 

(3) All property vested in His Majesty under siA-seetioa 
(2) shall be applied under the orders of the local Govern¬ 
ment to discharge the liabilities imposed on the Secretmry of 
State for India in Council by that sub-section, or for the 
promotion of the safety, health, wrelfare or convenience of the 
inhabitants of the local area comprised in the munic^ality. 

Notes. 

S. 200 of the old Act, 

Analogous Law.— i 

9 {«), Bengal District Municipal I S. 4 & 6 (2), Cantonment Act, 
Act, 1884 : II of 1924 

Ss. 6 (6), 8, 12 & 120 (2) Bengal ! S. 8, Central Provinces Munici- 
Municipal Act, XV of 1932. ' pal Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 10, & 80, Behar and Orissa ' S. 5, M^ras District Municipal 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 4 (4), Bombay District Muni“ 
cipal Act, III of 1901. 

Ss. 6 (3) & (4), Bombay City 
Municipal Act, III of 1888. 

S. 8 (i) & 4, & 6 Burma Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1898. 


Act, V of 1920. 

S.' 121 (2), United Provinces 
Municipalities Act, 1916- 
S. 68, Punjab District Board 
Act, 1888. 
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operation of 
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Traoafer of liabUity.-^The word liability is not defined. 
An act of misfeasance or negligence not followed by actual 
dmni^e will not create liability. Where a plaintiff was driv¬ 
ing upon a highway within defendant's district of which the 
defendant was the highway authority, his pony suddenly put 
his foot through the crust of the highway and fell. Plain¬ 
tiff and his pony sustained some injuries. The accident was 
due to the improper construction of a drain under the high¬ 
way. The drain had been constructed by some previous 
highway authority to whose rights and liabilities the defen¬ 
dants h^ succeed^. The plaintiff claimed that the defend¬ 
ants were liable for the misfeasance of their predecessors. 
It was held that there was no right of action for damages 
against a highway authority until actual damages had occur¬ 
red, the preceding highway authority were not under any 
liabilities which could be passed on to their successors. N^as/i 
V. Rockford Rural District Council, 3 L. S. G. G. 55. 

Dissolution of corporations see Dillon, Chapter IX, 5th 
edition. 

See also page 19 of Aiyangar Law of Municipal Corpora¬ 
tions, p. 19. 


CHAPTER m. 

OONSTITDTION OF COMMITTBBS. 


11. Tliere shall be established for each municipality a 
committee havhii' authority over the municipality and consist¬ 
ing of such number of members not less than five as the local 
Government may fix in this behalf. 

Notes. 


S. 5 (1)'of the old Act. 

The word “five" has been substituted for the word 
** three ” by 8.4 of the Amendment Act, II of 1923. 


Analogous Law :— 

S 15, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 13, Bengal Municipal Act, 
1884. 

Ss. 12 & 13, Behar and Orissa 
Municipal Act, 1922 
8 . 8, Bombay Municipal 

■BoTOUglaa Act, 1925. 

8 .11, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, ni of 1901. 

Ss. 4, 5, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, in of 1888. 

8 - 7 (1), Burma Municipal Act, 
m of 1898. 


S 5, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, mof 1933. 

8 . 10, Cantonment Act, H of 1924. 
S. 10, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, n of 1922. 

S. Madras City Municipal Act, 
1919. 

S 7, Madras District Municipal 
Act, V of 1920. 

S. 4, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

8 . 6, United Provinces Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 

Ss. 10 and ll, Punjab District 
Board Act, 1883. 



77 


12 .] 


CiMUtitiitioa of oommktew.— Ss. 4 to lO lay down the 
procedure for constituting certain local areas into munici¬ 
palities; Ss. 11 to 18 lay down the procedure for con- 
stitutii^ committees. The committee is the ^verning body 
having jurisdiction in the municipality. It is the local 
authority clothed with the powera given under the Act. Like 
most other provincial Acts the Punjab Act follows the, 
English model of municipal administration. 

Distinction between municipality and municipal com¬ 
mittee should be borne in mind. Municipality is the area 
in which the municipal committee or a corporate body 
exercises its power under the Act. 

A municipal committee presided over by a prerident 
who was neither elected nor appointed as a member of the 
committee nor its president as required by S. 20 of 
the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, is not legally constituted, 
and any order passed by such a meeting is defective and 
invalid. P. R. No. 46 of 1905 Cr. 

Constitution of valid committees.— 1923 Mad. 260 and 

1933 Lah. 436, noted under S. 37. 


12. Every sudi committee shall consist of mmnbers ap¬ 
pointed by the local Government either by name or by office, or 
of members elected from among the inhabitants in accordance 
with rules made under this Act, tnr partly of the one and partiy 
of the other as the local Govemmoat may by notification direct: 

Provided that, unless the local Government shall othenrise 
direct, the appointed members shall not exceed one-fourth of the 
vrhole committee. 

Notes. 

S. 5 (2) of the old Act, sub-clause (a) has been omitted. 

The proviso has been amended by the Amendment Act, 
II of 1923, the words “ who are salaried officers of Govern¬ 
ment ” have been omitted and the ratio of nominated mem¬ 
bers has further been reduced from one-third to one-fourth. 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 14, Bengal District Municiiial 
Act, 1884. 

S. 16, Bengal District Municipal 
Act, XV of 1932. 

S. 13 of Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 9, Bombay Municipal Boroughs 
Act, 1925. 

S. 10, Bombay District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1901. 

S. 5. Bombay City Municipal i 
Act, m of 1888. i 


S. 7, (1) (6), Burma Municipal 
Act, III of 1898. 

S. 5, Calcutta City Municipal Act, 
III of 1923. 

S. 14 of Cantonment Act, II of 
j 1924. 

S. 10, Central Provinces Munici- 
’ pal Act, n of 1922. 

S. 7 (2), Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 7, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

S. 9, U.P. Municipalities Act, 1916, 


Appoi 
ment a 
election 
membe* 



fs [See. 13. 

So far as Simla and Dalhousie are concerned tfe focal 
Government has directed that the proviso shall not apply. 
SteP.Q, Notification No. J4505, dated 1st May 1923, and 
No. 14446-A., dated 30th April 1923. 

S. 12-A regarding oath of allegiance was introduced 
by Amendment Act, II of 1923 but the Punjab Amendment 
Act, ni of 1933 has omitted this section from this place 
and has incorporated the provisions in S. 24. 

13. (1) If a member of committee is appointed by (dfioe, 
the person for the tniie being bolding the office 
shall be a member of the committee until the local 
Government shall otherwise direct^ or until there 
has been issued a notification of elections after a 
general election. 

(2) The term of office for which all other menbers of 
committee shall be appointed and elected, respectively 
shall be fixed by the local Government by rules 
made under this Act, and may be so fixed as to 
provide for the retirement of members by rotation, 
but shall not exceed three years. 

(3) Notwithstanding any thing contained in sub«section 
(2) or in any rules made by the local Government 
ffiereunder, an outgoing member shall, unless the 
locsd Government otherwise directs, continue in 
office until election or appointmmit of his mccessor 
is notified. 

(4) An outgoing member may, if otherwise qualified, 
be re-elected or re-appointed. 

(5) When as the result of sun enquiry held under 
Chapter XIV an order declaring the election of any 
member void has been notified, such member shall 
forthwith cesue to be a member of the committee. 

Notes. 

S. 6 of the old Act, CJ. 3 is new. The new clause 
w^ introduced to continue the existence of the com¬ 
mittee if no election or appointment is made after the expiry 
of the term of existing members, or if after election the 
appointment is not notified. Cl. 1 has been amended by Amend¬ 
ment Act, III of 1933 by addition of last fourteen words in 
italics. When a general election is notified the nominated 
members will also cease to hold office as members and special 
notification directing that the nominated members shall cease 
from a particular date will not be required. Cl. 5 has been 
newly aoded by Amemdment Act, HI of 1933. 
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Analogous Law^ 

S.^I, Bengal District Municipal 
Act, 1884. 

S» 56, Bengal Municipal Act, XV 
of 193-'. 

Ss. 29 and 31, Behar and Orissa 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 25, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 19i5. 

Ss. 17 and 19, Bombay District 
Municipal Act, m of 1901. 

S. 7, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, III of 1888. 

S. 9, Burma Municipal Act, III of i 
1898. i 


S. 39* Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, in of 1923. 

S 16, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act,,II of 1922. 

Ss 55 and 60, Madras City Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1919. 

Ss. 8 (I) (2) and 10, Madras Dis¬ 
trict Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 8, Rangoon City Municipal Act, 
1922. 

S. 38, United Provinces Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 

S. 12, Punjab District Board Act, 
1883. 


The tenure of office may terminate earlier either by 
death, reagnation or removal. See Ss. 15, 16 and 17 
providing for these contingencies. 

By Notification No. 17877, dated the 25 th September 
1917, the term of office of all members whether appointed or 
elected, except members appointed by office, has been fixed at 
three years. 

Validity of notice—Committee not validly constituted.— 

In a case it was contended that as more than one outgoing 
member cannot continue a member, the committee was not 
validly constituted. It was held that there was nothing in 
the subject or context of the Act repugnant to the application 
of pro\isions of S. 13 (3) to more than one outgoing member. 
1932 Lah. 26; 134 I. C. 113; 33 P. L. R. 83. 


14. Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing sectkms 
of this chapter, the local Government may, at any time, for 
any reason which it may deem to aflPect the public interests, or 
at the request of a majority of the electors, by notification 
direct— 

(a) that the number of seats on any committee shall be 
increased or reduced ; 

(h) that any places on a committee which are required to 
be filled by election shall be filled by appointment, if 
a sufficent number of members has not been elected; 

(c) that a seat on way committee which is thm fillad by 
election shall thenceforth, when vacant, ba fiBttd by 
appointm«nt ; 

(d) that a seat cm any committee dioi filled by appoint¬ 
ment, shall tihencefortb, whmi vacant, be iUled by 
election; 
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(e) diat the «e«t of any specified member, edwthm elect* 
ed wr i^pointed, shall be vacated on a gtyen date, 
and in such ease, such seat shall be vacated acteord* 
ingly notwithstanding anything in this Act or in the 
rules made thereunder. 

Notes. 


Ss. 5 (3), 7, 8 and 9 of the old Act. 


AncUogous Law :— 

S. f, Bengal District Municipal 
Act, 1884. 

S. 8 (9), Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 14, Behar and Orissa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

S. 9 (2), Bombay Municipal 

Boroughs Act, 1925. 


Ss. 11, 14 (.6), Bombay District 
Municipal Act, HI of 1901. 

S 9, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

S. 10, United Provinces Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 

English Law '.— 

S. 39, Municipal Corporation 
Act, 1882. 


15. If a memh«r of a committee wishes to resign his 
office he d»ll submit an application in writing through the 
Deputy Commissioner to the local Government. If such resig¬ 
nation is accepted, it shall be notified in the Gazette on a date 
not less than IS days and not more than 60 days after the 
receipt of the said member’s application by the Deputy 
Commissioner whereupon the member shall be deemed to 
have vacated his seat : 

Provided that if a member who has submitted an applica- 
ticm to rt$ign wishes to withdraw his resignation he may apply to 
the Deputy Commissioner within IS days of the receipt by the 
Deputy Commissioner of his application to resign, and the appli¬ 
cation to resign shall thoi be deemed to have becm vrithdrawn. 

Notes. 


S. 10 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law —: i 

S. 27 (A), Bengal District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1884. 

S. 33, Behar and Orissa Munici pal 
Act, 1922. 

S. 26, Bombay Municipal Boroughs 
Act, 1925. 

S. 15-(A), Bombay District 
Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

S. 10, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

S. 40, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, HI of 1923. 


S. 19, Cantonment Act, n of 1924. 

S. 21, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 35, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 39, United Provinces Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 

S. 1 3, Punjab District Board 
Act, 1883 

English Law:— 

S. 36, Municipal Corporation Act, 
1882. 


The section has been eoniaderably amended by S. 6 
of Act III of 1933. According to S. 15 as it stood 
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before amendment, the resignation was submited through 
the presttdent to Deputy Commissioner who, it was under- 
8 tooa> will forward it to local Government for orders. The 
president has ceased to be the channel of, eomraunieation. 
It is now expressly provided that the Deputy Commissioner 
will forward the resignation to local Government. There 
was no power of withdrawal of the resignation. This has now 
been provided and the resignation can i)e withdrawn within a 
certain time. 

t ' ■ Enghsh law. —Under English law under the Munic^l 
Corporation Act, 1882 a person elected to a corporate office 
^ean resign his office on payment of a fine provided for non- 
unacceptance of office. 

Withdrawal.— It was held that the resignation binds the 
giver of it and cannot be withdrawn even with the consent of 
the council: R. v. Wigan Corporation (1885) 14 Q. B. D. 
908. The office does not become vacant until it is formally 
declared to be so, but in the interval the resigning member 
cannot act. Pease v. Loroden (1899) 1 Q. B. 386. 

Resignation and renunciation—Need for acc^tance.— Hedg- 
nation of an office ends the incumbent’s connection with it 
on acceptance. It may be that the need for acceptance does 
not apply to honorary appointments and it is a question of 
fact in each case whether the resignation amounts to renun- 
dation without acceptance and may depend to a certain ex¬ 
tent on the contents of the letter of resignation. 45 M. L. J. 
798; 1924 Mad. 396; 76 I. C. 813. 

Refusal to accept. —Power to accept implies power to, 
refuse. The local Government will be justified in refusing 
to accept a resignation. 

16. (1) The local Government may, by notificatimi, 

remove any member of committee— 

(fl) if he refuses to act, or becomes, in the opinion of 
the local Government, incapable of actmg, or has 
been declared a bankrupt or an insolvent or has; 
been convicted of any such offence or subjected by 
a Criminal Court to any such order as implies, in the 
opinion of the local Government, a defect of dia«. 
racter which imfits him to be a member; 

(i») if be has been declared Iqr notification to be disquali*' 
fied for employment in, or has been dnmissed firom,. 
the publk sendee and the reason for the disqualifi*, 
cation or dinnissal is such as implies, in the opinion of 
>- the local Government, a defect of character which 

unfits lum to be atnonber j 
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[SN!. 16. 

(<} if he has* [whlHiaft reasonehlc canse m tibe 

of tiie locd GoTAramcat] absented himadf f«r mourn 
tium three consecatiTe montlie from tibe meetincs of 
the committee ; 

(d) if his continuance in office is, in the opinion of the 
’ local Government, chmjrerous to the public peace or 
order; 

(r) if, in the opinion of the locwl Government, he has 
flagrantlF abused his position as a member of the 
committee and has through negligence or misconduct 
been responsible for the loss, or misapplication of any 
money or property of the committee; 

{f) in the case of an elected member, if he has, 
since Ins election, become subject to any disqualifi* 
cation which, if it had existed at the time of his 
election, woidd have rendered him ineligible under 
any rule for tiie time being in force regulating the 
qualifications of candidates for election, or if it 
appears that he was at the time of his election subject 
to any such disqualification; 

(g) if, bdhag a legal practitioner, he acts or appemrs in 
any legal proceeding, on behalf of any person 
against the committee, or on bdhalf of or against 
the Crown or the Secretary of State for India in 
Council where, in the opfaiimi of the local Govern¬ 
ment, such action or appemance is contrary to the 
mterests of the committee : 

Provided that before the local Government notifies the 
fompv rf of a member under this section the reasons for his 
proposed removal shsdl be communicated to the member 
cmicemed, and he shall be given an opportunity of tendcchw an 
explanation in writing; and 

(2) A person removed under this section or whoso seat 
has been vacated under the provisions of Section 14 (r) or whose 
deetiem or appointment has been deemed to be invalid under 
the provisions of sub-section (2) of Section 24, or whose elec¬ 
tion has been declared void for corrupt practices or intimidation 
under die provitions of Sectimi 255, or whose election the locad 
Government has under Section 24 refesed to notify, shall be dis- 
qmffified for election for a period not exceeding live years: 

Provided that a person whose Section or appofaitment has 
been <deemed to be htvidid imdmr the provisions of sub-isection 
of Section 24, diidl not be disqudified for tdection or 
qupoint ment for a period exceeding twoyeara^wm the date of 

a|lQI)WUII€WIICIlB« 


• Inserted by S. 7 of Put^b Act, H of 1923. 



Motes. 

Sp. 11 of tte old Act. Sub-clause been enlarge 

by the additions of words beginning from and the reason. 

Sub-clause new. 01. (2) has been enlarged so 

as to cover cases other than those of removal. 

The additions to CL (b) was one of the few amend¬ 
ments accepted in the Bill as presented by the Select Cbnt- 
mittee. 

CSanse of S. 16 has now been amended by the addi¬ 
tion of words “ without reasonable cause in the opinion of 
local Government.’^ A proviso to sub-section (I) has also 
been added. Before the Government takes action under ihis 
section opportunity will now be afforded to the member to 
furnish explanation. 


Analogous Law : — 

Ss. 20 & 22, Bengal District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1884. 

Sa. 62 & 63, Bengal Municipal 
Act, XV of 1932. 

Ss. 35 & 36, Behar and Orissa 
Municipal Act, 1922, 

Ss. 27 & 28, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 16, Bombay District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1901. 

S. 17, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, in of 1888. 

S. 11, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

Ss. 41 & 42, Calcutta City Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1923. 


Ss. 34 & 35, Cantonment Act, 
11 of 1924. 

S. 22, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 53, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 13, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922, 

Ss. 40 & 41, United Provinces 
Municipalities Act, 1916. 

S. 14, Punjab District Boiftl 
Act, 1883. 

English Law :— 

S. 39, Municipal Corporation 
Act, 1882. 


Recent changes.— Proviso to Cl. 1 was added by S. 7. 
of Act, II of 1923. This proviso has further been amended 
in its present form by S. 7 of Act, HI of 1933. Sub-clause' 
(e) has been amended by S. 7 of Act,. Ill of 1933, by the 
addition of portion in italics. This addition is in keepii^ 
with the amendment of S. 50. Similarly Cl. 2 has been 
altered to meet the changes introduced by Act, III of 1933. 


Power of amotion.— Municipal committees are not them¬ 
selves invested with any powers of removal of councillors for 
misconduct or for any other cause under the Act. So far as 
Punjab is concerned we cannot invoke the inherent power of 
municipal corporations to disfranchise any member of such 
corporations. Sec p. 44, Arnold’s Muhicijpat Corporattop 
Act, ” 6tb edition. 




^ tSec. .16, 

Declaretl a banknipt or insolvent. —The distinction bet¬ 
ween the words “ bankrupt ” and “ insolvent ” is not observ- 

toth .terms have been used in the same sense as the use 
of the word ‘‘ declare ” shows. Insolvent is the term adopt¬ 
ed by the Indian legislature while “ bankrupt ” is used in 
i>iwliamentary legislature. 

It will be noticed that a member may have committed an 
act of insolvency but he cannot be removed unless he has been 
declared an insolvent. In some eases a member who is practi¬ 
cally bankrupt and is guilty of acts of insolvency still con¬ 
tinues a member. This state of affairs is very undesirable. 

Composition with creditors, transfer of property to 
trustees for benefit of creditors, sale of property in execution 
of decree for payment of money, notice to creditors of 
suspension of payment and imprisonment in execution of 
decree are some of the acts of insolvency too glaring to be 
overlooked. These should also be considered as sufficient 
eanses for removal. 

Section 16, Sub-ciai»e 16 (c)—Absence of member for 
three months. —The absence is to be counted from the date of 
his first default from attending the meeting. When a member 
did not attend a meeting held on 10th July 1926 and 12th 
Atagust 1926 and attended a meeting on 13th November 1926 
there was no meeting in September and October, held that 
the member was absent for three nionths. 1928 Mad. 983, 
;i2.L e, 710. 

The period of three months is to be computed from the 
first default in attendance and there must be at least two. 
meetings. which a member has failed to attend for the sub¬ 
section to apply. C/., 1926 Mad. 830. 

The failure to attend meetings during three consecu¬ 
tive months is to be computed forward from the dates of 
the'first failure, not backward from the last. Cf. 1931 Mad. 
138. 

Resjtomtkm of members.— Where a member ceases to hold 
office owing to his absence from meetings and is then restor¬ 
ed un4e.r rules- by the resolution of the Board the effect of 
restorktton of a member is certainly to restore hin^ to the 
office* of membership for the balance of the period for which 
he W’as originally elected or nominated including the rest 
of the day on which he was restored. Ho does not become 
a- new, ipember getting a fresh full period of office on the 
date of the restoration. He is restored to his former 
membeJ^ip, that is, the membt'rship he previously held by 
election or by nomination completed by the oath of allegi- 
anee that he had previously taken. Where a member of a 



^ 17.1 

taluq board who bad also been elected to t|w eHstriet 
board lost his membership of the talpq board fw a^nee 
for three months and thereby lost his membership of the 
district board also, by restoration he is not restored to* the 
membership of the district board which he lost. Cf. 1956 
Mad.396»92I. C.IOO. ^ 

The removal of member from membership carries mth i 
it loss of office which he held before removal, and on hib res-, 
toration he is not restored to office. 1925 Mad. 1034, 87 I. 
C. 363. 

Unjustifiiable removal. — Under a corresponding' provision 
in the Towns Improvement Act (Madras Act, HI of 'lSTl) 
it was held that the Secretary of State for India in Council 
was liable for damages for illegal and unjustifiable removal 
of a municipal commissioner; 7 Madras 466. The opinion 
of local Government, however, after explanation offered is 
final. 6 I.C. 604. 

Removal —This will not empower suspension. 37 M^d. 
55; 21 Mad. 179. Barton Taylor, (1886) 11 A. Q. 197 
at p. 205. 

Power of censure.— Municipal councils have no power 
to sit in judgment upon or censure the conduct of their 
members, where no such power is given them by statute or 
by general law. A resolution censuring the conduct of a 
member is unlawful and should be rescinded: “Canadian 
Municipal Manual,” p. 50. Indirectly, however, the commit¬ 
tee can bring the conduct of any member to the notice of 
Government for action under S. 16 of the Municipal Act. 

Similarly a censure motion against the president will- not 
be entertainable though a motion for removal of the president 
on grounds which involve this censure is competent. 

17. (1) Whenever a vacancy occurs by the deatii, re¬ 

signation or removal otherwise dian under the provinons of 
Section 14 (e) of any elected member or by the vacation of his 
seat under the provisions of sub-section (5) of Section IS a new 
member shall be elected in accordance with the roles made 
under this Act to fill the place: 

Provided that the local Government may direct in any 
such case that the vacancy shall be left unfilled; 

Provided further that if no qualified candidate appears for 
election, the local Government may appoint a member. to fill 
tihe vacancy. 

(2) Upon the death, resignation or removal of Ony 
appointed member, or when a member’s seat has be«a vacated' 
under the provisions of Section 14 (f), die local Govemm^ 
niay, if it shall think fit, fill his place, either by lippointment' 
or by-election. 


Casual ' 
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( 9 ) Every perim elected mr appoiated to fifi • eatuel 
veewMp efaiH bold bit seat for tbe t&ae for aad sabjeet to fbe 
condMone opoa wbieb it wm» teaable bjr die persoa ui wbote 
plaeebe bas beoi ao elected or iqppobited, aad ao loagers bat 
hamaj^ if otbenrise qualified^ be re>elected or re^appomted. 

Notes. 

S. 12 of the old Act, with such changes as are necessitat¬ 
ed the provisions of S. 14 (e) of the present Act. 

_Rec«it cbaages.— The words in italics were inserted bv 

S. 8 of Act, m of 1933. 

Amiogous Law :— 

5 27, Bengal District Municipal 
Act, 1884. 

S, 58, Bengal Municipal Act, 

XV of 1932. 

S. 30, Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

6 29, Bombay Municipal Boroughs 

Act, 1985. ‘ 

S. 18, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, lU of 1901. 

S. 9, Bombay City Municipal Act, 

■ m of 1888. 

S. 12, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

S. 43, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, ra of 1923. 


16, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S 17, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 55 (3)&(4)& 61, Madras City 
Municipal Act, 1919. 

S. 8 (3)&(4) & 11, Madras Muni- 
cipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 9, Rangoon City Municipal Ac*,. 

S 13, United Provinces Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 

S. 15, Punjab District Board Act 
1883. 

English Law :— 

S. 40, Municipal Corporation 
Act, 1882. 

which arises otherw’ise than 
a casual vacancy 


Casual Vacancy.— -It is one 

by ,effluxion of time. The occasion'rwhen 
occurs are enumerated in the section. 

.. Vac^ caused by resignation-Lxhe person resigning is 
d^ualified from standmg._S. 17 clearly exclud^ the 

removal caused the vacancy 
that lA to be filled up and that being so it is clearly a dis^ 
quahfyi^ section^ disciualifying from tlie bye-election 
^rson by wbc^e resignation or removal the vacancy 
caused. Cf. 1933 Cal. 443-143 I. C. 602. ^ 

The expression ‘‘ new member in S. 17 excludes 
person whose resignation or removal has caused 
vacancy to be filled up. 1933 Cal. 443; 143 I. C. 602. 


the 

was 

the 

the 


tS. Every rammietae shall be a body corporate by tbe 
name of the municipal committee of its municipality j, and •ba ll 
have perpetual succession and a common seal, with power 
to acquire and bold property, both moveaUe and immoveable 
and rabjqce to tbe provisions of this Act, or of «ny rules --4r 

tbereundw to transfer any property held by it and to eontmet 

wad to do all other things necessary for the purposea of ito 
constitution ; and may sue and be sued in its corporate name. 
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S. 13 of the old Act 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 29, Bengal District Municipal 
Act, 1884. 

Ss. 15 ,(2) & 94, Bengal Muni¬ 
cipal Act. XV of 1932 

Ss. 12, 62 & 64, Behar and Orissa 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 8, 48 & 63 (1) Bombay Muni¬ 
cipal Boroughs Act, 1925. 

Ss. 9, 40 (1) & 50 (1), Bombay 
District Municipal Act, III 
of 1901. 

Ss. 4 (2) & 87, Bombay City 
Municipal Act. Ill of 1888. 

S. 13, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

Ss. 5 & 66, Calcutta City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1923. 


S. 12, Cantonment Act, n of 
1924. 

S. 37, Cbjtral Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, n of 1922. 

8.5 (2Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. ^ 

S. 6 (2;, Madras District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 4, 37 & 42, .Rangoon City 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 6, United Provinces Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 

S. 16, Punjab District Board Act, 
1883. 

English Law ;— 

S. 7, Public Health Act, 1875. 

Ss. 8 & 10, Municipal Corpora¬ 
tion Act, 1882. 


Corporation. - Under English law, it should be noted that 
it is the inhabitants who are incorpcarated and not the 
council through whom they act. In India it is the council 
or governing body which is incorporated and not the in¬ 
habitants. 


Body corporate.— A corporation is a person which exists 
in the eye of law and not physically; it is a legal person 
with a special name, composed of such members and endowed 
with such powers as the law prescribes. The section gives 
to the body of committee the principal characteristics of a 
“ corporation, ’ ’ viz .— 

1. The indiridual composing it constitutes one body, *>., 
it has an existence separate and distinct from the individuals 
composing it. 

2. It has “ perpetual succession, ” i. e., it has an unend¬ 
ing existence or rather indefinite duration, irrespective of the 
life of the particular indmduals composing it ; it has a 
continuous legal identity, however the individuals eompofang 
it may change. 

3. It has a common name which expresses that it is a 
person in the eye of law and declares its continuous legal 
identity. 

4. It has a common seal which is the corporate signa¬ 
ture, the expression of corporate will and deed, for it speaks 
and acts only by its common seal, which declares the joint 
assent of all the members in what is said and done. 


5. It resembles a natural person in many respects as 
r^furds obligations and powers. The section dec^riM 
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that the munieipal body corporate can sue and be sued ; it 
can acquire and dispose of property, it can enter into 
contracts, do many other things and is subject to various 
obligations under the Act. {See Brice on “ Ultra Vires,” 
3rd edition, pp. 551-9). 

The Act expressly makes the municipal committee a 
body corporate. Where, ho\vever, the rules of Act constitut¬ 
ing a committee are silent, hut the committee has all the 
characteristics of a corporation, it will be treated as a cor¬ 
poration. Cf. 14 Bom. 28(i. 

. Municipal Corporation. —It is a legal institution formed 
by legislature or by charter from sovereign power, erect¬ 
ing a populous community of prescribed area into a body 
politic and corporate with corporate name and continuous 
succession and for the purpose and with the authority of 
subordinate self-government and improvement and local 
administration of affairs of state. Dillon defines a munieipal 
corporation as ** the incorporation by the authority of Govern¬ 
ment of the inhabitants of a particular place and district and 
authorizing them in their corporate capacity to exercise sub¬ 
ordinate specified power of legislation and regulation with 
respect to their local and internal concerns. This power of 
local Government is the distinctive purpose and distinguish¬ 
ing feature of a munieipal corporation proper. ” Punjab 
Act, like other provincial Acts, incorporates the select body 
and not the inhabitants of a municipality. 

Various kinds of corporations. — There are several classes 
of corporations, such as public municipal corporations, the 
leading object of which is to promote the public interest;* 
corporations technically private, but yet of a gMa«-public 
character, having in view some great public enterprise in 
which the public interests are directly involved to such an 
extent as to justify conferring upon them important 
governmental powers. Of this class are rail-road, turn¬ 
pike, and canal companies; and corporations strictly private, 
the direct object of which is to promote private interests 
and in which the public has no concern, excepting the in¬ 
direct benefits resulting from the promotion of trade and 
the development of the general resources of the country. 
The rights and powers, the duties and obligations of a public 
corporation, as compared with those of a private corpora¬ 
tion, are marked. A public corporation is really an agency 
of the state, of the sovereign. It is organised to carry out 
some local p)olitieal vrant as auxiliary to the sovereign px^w-er. 
It is a governmental agent created for the benefit of all 
affected; it is created and exists through the mere will of the 
legislature as the delegated agency of the sovereign and is 
ih^p&ndtot of all contract as between itself and the 
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aK)VereigD. On the other hand, a‘private, corporation is 
organist primarily for the benefit, generally pecuniary, of 
its members; for tne advantages of the few as compared 
with the many. Public corporations are generally further 
classified into public, municipal and public-gwaj* corpora¬ 
tions, according to the varying power of local action or 
initiative. 

A modern municipal corporation has two aspects: one 
governmental and the other g«aj*-private. In the former, it is 
the agent of the state for local administration and for en¬ 
forcement of its sovereign power. In the latter, it transacts 
private business for hire, as for instance, when it undertakes 
to supply to those, inhabitants who will pay therefor utili¬ 
ties and facilities of modern life. The fundamental objects 
of a municipal corporation are the public welfare and muni¬ 
cipal government. (Abbot qn “Municipal ()orp('>rations,” 
Vol. I, pp. 3-7.) 

Advantages of municipal corporations. -Municipal cor¬ 
porations are institutions designed for the local Government 
of important towns and cities, or more accurately, towns and 
cities with their inhabitants. Government by municipal cor¬ 
poration is admittedly the highest form of local self-govern¬ 
ment existent; and it is a • form of government which is 
sought to a very large extent by the inhabitants of a parti¬ 
cular locality for protecting themselves against absorption 
by larger and more powerful adjoining authority. As 
observed by De Tocqueville, “ Local assemblies of citizens 
exjnstitute the strength of free nations. Municipal institu¬ 
tions are to liberty what primary schools are to science. 
They bring it within the people’s reach; they teach men 
how to use and how to enjoy it. A nation may establish a 
system of free government but without the spirit of munici¬ 
pal institutions, it cannot have the ‘ spirit of liberty.’ ” As 
observed by Mr. Justice Brown in People v. Draper, 15 N. Y. 
532 at p. 562: “ WJierever the Anglo-Saxon race have gone, 
wherever they carried their language and laws, these com¬ 
munities, each with a local administration of its own selec¬ 
tion, have gone with them. It is here tliat they have acquir¬ 
ed the habits of subordination and obedience to the law's, of 
patient endurance, resolute purpose and knowledge of civil 
-government which distinguish them from every other people. 
Here have been the seats of modern civilisation, the 
nurseries of public spirit and the centres of constitutional 
liberty. They are the opposites of .those systems which 
collect aU power at a common centre, to be wielded by a 
common will and to effect a given purpose, which absorb 
all political authority, exercise all its functions, distribute 
adl its patronages, repress the public activity, stifle the 
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public voice, and crush out the public liberty.” As 
Professor Dicey observes, these points in the clea.rest manner 
to the real pr^ominanee or supremacy of the law as the 
distinguishing eharac.teristic of English institutions. To civil 
territorial di\Hsions erected into corporations are due that 
familiarity with public affairs, that love of liberty, that 
regard to private rights and property, and that universal 
reverence for obedience to law which are characteristic of 
the best governments in Europe, Great Britain, and the best 
in America and United States. (Dillon, pp. 29-33 and 
Aiyangar’s “ Law of Municipal Corporation in India, ” 
pp. 5-6). 

Defect*. —'Fhe usefulness of municipal corporations has 
been impaired by evils that are inherent in them and that have 
generally accompanied their workings. Generally, men the 
best fitted by their intelligence', business exi.)erience, capacity 
and moral character are not always chosen as municipal 
councillors. Furtlier, municipal councillors too often 
merge their individual conscience in their corporate capacity. 
‘‘It is a familiar fact,” says Herbert Spencer, “that the 
corporate conscience is ever inferior to the inaividual con¬ 
science, that a body of men will commit, as a .ioint act, 
that which every individual of them would shrink from, did 
he feel personally responsible,” Against corporations, 
men usually honest and fair in their dealings do not scruple 
to make demands which they will never make against in¬ 
dividuals. Under the shield of their corporate character, 
men but too often do acts which they would never do as 
individuals. The public as if to retaliate, acts tow’ards cor¬ 
porations in the same spirit. The administration of the 
affairs of municipal corporations is too often unwise and 
extravagant. These evils must be borne in mind and the 
legislature has been solicitous to cheek these evils and the 
.courts also have been too careful to keep municipal corpora¬ 
tions under strict control; (Dillon, p. 30.) To these may be 
added evils peculiar to India. Communal considerations in 
some parts too often mar the administration of municipal 
affairs. 

Scope of municipal powers. - Municipal committees are 
creatures of legislature and have only such powers as are 
specifically given to them and such as by necessary implica¬ 
tion arise from powers expressly given. A municipal com¬ 
mittee in India like Anglo-American Local Corporation is 
an authority of enumerated powers and not an authority of 
general powers. The Anglo-American Local Corporation 
may do only those things which the legislature says that it 
may do. The European Local Corporations may do every, 
tiling which the legislature of the State has not plainly for- 
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bidden it to do. This distinction between the position of 
local anthorities has a far-reaching effect.* 

Extent of power, limitations and nilef of construction. 

—No better or more authoritative statement of the powers 
possessed by municipal corporations can be found than that 
given by Judge Dillon in his great work on Municipal 
Corporations/^ He says: It is a general and undisputed 
proposition of law that a municipal corporation possesses 
and can exercise the following powers, and no others: 
First, those granted in express words; second, those 
necessarily or fairly implied in or incident to the powers 
expressly granted; third, those essential to the accomplish¬ 
ment of the declared objects and purposes of the corpora¬ 
tion, not simply convenient, but indispensable. Any fair, 
reasonable, substantial doubt concerning the existence of 
power is resolved by the courts against the corporation, 
and the power is denied. Of every municipal corporation 
the charter or statute by which it is created is its 
organic Act. Neither the corporation nor its officers can 
any do, act, or make any contract, or incur any liability, 


•At firvSt blush the difference in the position of the American 
city from that of the European city may not seem to be of great 
importance. A more careful study of the matter, wUl, however, 
show that this difference is crucial. For the American state legis¬ 
lature has been, one might almost say, irresistibly tempted so 
to make use of its well-recognised powers over the cities subject 
to its jurisdiction, as to deprive them of most of their functions of 
local Grovernment, and to make them the playthings of state and 
national party politics. Under these conditions a scientific solution 
of the vexed question of municipal organization has been impossible,* 
and the proper discharge by the cities of the functions necessary 
to the welfare of the urban population has been seriously interfered 
with if not absolutely prevented. 

It has been said that the exercise of its powers by the legis¬ 
lature has deprived cities of their power of local government. The 
result has come about in the following way: No legislature is 
far-seeing enough to be able to determine for all time what powers 
it may be expedient for a city to exercise. No legislature, even 
under the renimp. of special city charters, can give a particular 
city powers which will he permanently satisfactory so long as^ these 
powers are enumerated in detail. The conditions, economic and 
otherwise, upon which city governments are based, are continually 
changing. As a result of these changing conditions American cities 
are forced to apply continually to the legislature lor new and extend¬ 
ed local powers. Such powers are often granted retrospectively 
through the exercise of the ppwer the legislature possesses to ratify 
illegal action. (Goodnow on ‘‘ City Government in the United Stato,’* 
p. 76 .) These observations apply equally to municipal corporations 
m England and India. 
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not authorized thereby, or by some legislative Act applica¬ 
ble thereto. All acts beyond the scope of the powers 
granted are void. Much less can any power be exercised, or 
any act done, which is forbidden by charter or statute. 
These principles are of transcendent importance, and lie at 
the foundation of the law of municipal corporations. Their 
reasonableness, their necessity, and their salutary character 
have been often vindicated, but never more forcibly than by 
the learned Chief Justice Shaw, who, speaking of municipal 
and public corporations, says: ‘ They can exercise no 

powers but those which are conferred upon them by the 
Act by which they are c )nstituted, or such as are necessary 
to the exercise of their corporate p)wor3, the performance 
of their corporate duties, and the aec )mplishm3nt of the 
purposes of their association. This principle is derived 
from the nature of corporations, the mode in which they are 
organized, and in which their aflfairs must be conducted.’ 

In aggregate corporations, as a general rule,’ con¬ 
tinues Chief .Justice Shaw, ‘ the act and will of a majority 
is deemed in law the act and will of the whole,—as the act 
of the corporate body. The consequence is that a minority 
must be bound not only without, but against, their consent. 
Such an obligation may extend to every onerous duty, to 
pay money to an unlimited amount, to perform services, to 
surrender lands, and the like. It is obvious, therefore, that 
if this liability were to extend to unlimited and indefinite 
objects, the citizen, by being a member of a corporation, 
might be deprived of his most valuable personal rights and 
liberties. The security against this danger is in a steady 
• adherence to the principle stated, w’j , that corporations can 
only exercise their powers over their rt'speetive members, 
for the accomplishment of limited and defined objects. And 
if this principle is important, as a general rule of social 
right and municipal law, it is of the highest importance in 
these states, where corporations have been extended and 
multiplied so as to embrace almost every object of human 
concern.’ The language of another learned Judge on this 
subject is well chr.sen, and fittingly supplements that which 
we have quoted in the preceding section. ‘ In this 
country,’ says Church, J., ‘all corporations, whether 
public or private, derive their powers from legislative 
grant, and can do no act for which authority is not expressly 
given, or may not be reasonably inferred. But if we 
were to say that they can do nothing for which a warrant 
could not be found in the language of their charters, we 
^ould deny them, in some eases, the power of self-preserva¬ 
tion, as well as many of the means necessary t) effect the 
essential objects of their incorporation. And therefore it 
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has long been an established principle in the law of corpora¬ 
tions, that they may exercise all the powers within the 
fair intent and purpose of their creation which are reason¬ 
ably proper to give effect to powers expressly granted. In 
doing this, they must (.unless restricted in this respect) have 
a choice of means adapted to ends, and are not to' be confined 
to any one mode of operation. 

The extent of the powers of municipalities, whether 
express, implied, or indispensable, is one of construction. 
And here the fundamental and universal rule, which ‘ is as 
reasonable as it is necessary, is, that while the construction 
is to be just, seeking first of all for the legislative intent in 
order to give it fair eifeet, yet any ambiguity or fair, 
reasonable, substantial doubt as to the extent of the power 
is to be determined in favour t)f the state or general public, 
and against the state’s grantee. The rule of strict con¬ 
struction of corporate powers is not so directly applicable 
to the ordinary elatises in the charter or incorporating 
Acts of municipalities as it is to the charters of private 
corporations; but it is equally applicable to grants of powers 
to municipal and public bodies w’hieh are out of the usual 
range, or which grant franchises, or rights of that nature, 
or which may result in public burdens, or which, in their 
exercise, touch the right to liberty tir property, or, as 
it may be compendiously expressed, any common-law right 
of the citizen or inhabitant. Tlie rule of strict construction 
does not apply to the mode adopted by the municipality 
to carry into effect powers expressly or plainly granted, 
where the mode is not limited or prescribed by the 
legislature, and is left to the discretion of the municipal 
authorities. In such a ease the usual test of the validity of 
the act of a municipal body is, whether it is reasonable, 
and there is no presumption against the municipal action in 
such eases. Tlie general principles of law, stated in this and 
in the preceding sections arc indisputably settled, but 
difficulty is often experienced in their application on 
account* of the complex character of municipal duties, 
and the various, miscellaneous, and frequently indefinite 
purposes or olyects which municipalities are authorised to 
execute or carry into operation. Dillon's “ Law of Munici¬ 
pal Corporation,” pp. 448 to 455. 

Doctrine of ** ultra vire».” —The term ultra vires literally 
means beyond the power of the corporation itself.” The 
true meaning of what is meant by ultra vires is that a cor¬ 
poration has certain po'wers only and that it can be bound 
only when acting whether directly or through agents wilhin 
the limits of those powers. The cardinal principles of the 



fl4 [S«c. 18. 

doctrine of ultra vires are thus laid down by Brice in his 
work on “ Ultra Vires 

1. A eormration has all the capacities for engaging in 
transactions wnich are expressly given it by the constating 
instruments. 

2. A corporation has all the capacities for engaging 
in transactions which are impliedly given it by reasonable 
implication from the language of the constating instruments. 

3. A corporation has all the capacities or powers for 
management which are given by its constating instruments, 
either expressly or by reasonable inference therefrom. 

4. Capacities or powers for management may be given 
by wide general language. 

5. Corporations have no capacities or powers other 
than those indicated in the four previous propositions, and 
they cannot legally or validly engage in other transactions. 

6 Courts in dealing with corporations will look to 
those capacities and powers only which they actually possess 
at the time. 

7. Corporations cannot be rendered directly liable upon 
ultra vires transactions, but must account for benefits receiv¬ 
ed therefrom. 

8. Special proceedings rendered necessary by un¬ 
expected circumstances, which, but for such circumstances 
would be ultra viresf will sometimes be upheld as necessitated 
and therefore rendered .lustifiable by the circumstances. 

9 Formalities are generally not imperative but merely 
directory, and therefore the absence of them can be set up 
against those persons only who were cognisant of the 
defect. 

IQ. Franchises and special privileges or powers in the 
nature of franchises cannot be delearated. 

11. Special powers of whatever description can be used 
only bona fide for the purposes for which created, 

12. The capacities and powers of the governing body, 
and a fortiorif those of the subordinate agents of a corpora¬ 
tion, cannot be greater, and will generally be much more 
restricted than those of the corporation. 

13. Any party to an ultra vires transaction may set up 
the defence thereof, and any one corporator may call upon 
the courts to restrain the corporation from engaging there¬ 
in. Aiyangar, « Law of Municipal Corporations,p. 194. 
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Remedy ageinat—ultra vir«» exercise oi powers* —Where a 
gas or water company incorporated by parliamentary autho¬ 
rity attempts to go beyond its powers, either as to limits of 
supply or in any other way, the question arises, what is 
the remedy? The general rule may be stated thus: No 
action can be maintained by any individual unless he sus¬ 
tains particular injury, because the powers conferred by 
Parliament being for the public benefit, the public only are 
entitled to complain; nevertheless, by obtaining the assent 
of the Attorney-General, proceedings may, in certain circum¬ 
stances be taken by the individual in the name of Attorney- 
General (his approval having been first obtained), •* on the 
relation ” of the individual. In Liverpool Corporation v. 
Charley Waterzvorhs Co. (1852) 2 De. G. M. & G. 852, Lord 
Cranworth decided that persons obtaining from the legis¬ 
lature power to interfere with the rights of property are 
bound strictly to adhere to the powers so conceded to them; 
to do no more than the legislature has sanctioned, and to 
proceed only in the mode which the legislature has pointed 
out; but (except in a proceeding at the instance of the Attor¬ 
ney-General) anyone seeking the assistance of the court to 
restrain the violation of such a contract with the legis¬ 
lature is bound to show that he has a private interest in the 
matter. Therefore, where a waterworks Act emj^wered a 
company to divert the water of a stream, without limit as to 
quantity by means of an open channel filled with loose 
stones, and they were diverting it by means of a culvert, it 
was held that' the Ijiverpool Corporation (who supplied 
Liverpool with water under the Liverpool Corporation Water- 
W’orks Act, 1847, and who are entitled to the water of a 
stream into w’hieh the diverted stream had flowed) were not 
entitled to an injunction to restrain a violation of the terms of 
the Act as to the mode of diversion. In the course of his judg¬ 
ment, Lord Cranworth said (p. 863) : '‘For the purposes of the 
present argument, we will assume that even within the limits 
of deviation they are bound to convey the water by an open 
watercourse, and not by a covered channel, j.e., a tunnel or 
culvert. Still the question arises whether the acts of the 
defendants, departing in these respects from the strict 
parliamentary powers, are acts of which the plaintiffs have 
any right to complain, or demand the prevention, in the 
actual circumstances; for though we accede to the general 
observation that, persons obtaining from the legislature, by 
Acts of Parliament, like those now before us, powers to inter¬ 
fere with rights of property for their own purposes (whether 
ojf a local nature or merely private), are bound strictly to 
acUiere to the powers so conceded to them, to do no more 
than the legislature has sanctioned, and to proceed only in 



9^ 


ts^.ia 

the mode which the legislature has pointed out, yet it does not 
follow that any one of Her Majesty *s subjects has a right to 
complain whenever parliamentary powers of this nature have 
not DeePs strictly followed or are intended to be transgressed. 
In such eases (we, of course, except any proceeding at the in¬ 
stance of the Attorney-General), a plaintiff, seeking the assis¬ 
tance of a court of equity, by way of injunction, is bound to 
show that he has an interest in preventing the defendants from 
doing what is in fact, or may well be called, a violation of their 
contract with the legislature He ixiust show not only that 
the defendants are committing or intend to commit a wrong, 
but also that the wrong complained of does occasion or will 
occasion loss or damage to him, that he has a special or 
private interest in confining the defendants within the limits 
of their parliamentary powders. Now’, in this respect the Cor¬ 
poration of Liverpool appear to us to have failed. It is clear, 
from the 23rd section of the defentlants^ Act, that they may, 
at point H, divert the water of the stream and cause it, by a 
proper channel, to flow’ into their I'eservoir. The plaintitfs 
have no interest w’hatever in the lands through cr over 
which the water may so be made to flow; and to them it must 
be a matter of indilference - of no importance in any sense 
—whether it is carried by a longer or shorter lino, by an open 
channel or by a culvert, by a course convenient or inconve¬ 
nient, to the defendants ** 

Where a local authority, having the right to supply 
water within certain limits, w’ere about to supply water in 
bulk within those limits to a railway company for the purpose 
of being used by the railway company, within the limits of 
another local authority possessing power to supply water, 
injunction was granted in proceedings taken by the Attorney- 
General on relation. Haiifax Corporation^ v. Merely Corpo¬ 
ration. (1894) lOT. L. R. 454. Michael & Will’s «Law 
relating to Water & Gas ” pp. 87—88. 

Common seal. -A corporation aggregate expresses its will, 
whenever strangers are concerned, by its common seal. The 
Municipal Act does not provide specifically in what eases 
common seal is to be used. Committees are empowered under 
S. 31 to make bye-law’s as to purposes for which the seal 
shall be used. The general rule that a corporation acts by 
and under the common seal, has been subject to certain excep¬ 
tions. See notes under S, 47. 

Limitation of municipal powers and notice of the limitation. 
—As has been pointed out before, municipal committees are 
creatures of statute and authorities of enumerated powers. 
The powers are limited and circumscribed by the statute' 
creating it and extend no further than is expressly stated 
therein and is necessarily and properly required for "carrying 
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into effect the purposes of its incorporation. What the statute 
does not expressly or impliedly authorize is to be taken as 
prohibited. Persons dealing with a municipal committee are 
bound at their peril to take notice of the .powers of the officers 
of the committee with whom they deal. All persons are pre¬ 
sumed to know the nature and extent of the powers of the 
committees and they are also bound to see that the powers of 
the committee are not being exceeded by the officers with 
whom they deal and that stetutory requirements have in full 
been complied with. Hulsbury’s “ Laws of England, ” Vol. 
8, p. 361; Dillon, Vol. 2, p. 1157. 

Presumption as to extent of powers. —Where a corporation 
is constituted by a statute all persons and corporations are 
presumed to know the nature and extent of its powers. 
1923 Cal. 675 ; 37 (\ L. J. 589 ; 75 1. C. 506. 

Rights given by statute cannot be surrendered. —lights 
conferred by Act of I’arliament upon a company for public 
purposes cannot be restricted or rescinded by private 
agreement between the company and third parties. In 
Thames Conservators V. Southwark and Vauxhall Water Co. 
(1897), 13 T. L. R. 155, Mathew, J., held that an agreement 
whereby the water company limited and restricted their right 
to take water from the Thames to 24| million gallons in 24 
hours was lawful because it had been sanctioned by the 
legislature in subsequent legislation. Further, as to the 
general principle, see Ayr Harbour Trustees V. Oswald (1883), 
8 App. Cas. 623, in which it w^as decided by the House of 
Lords that where the legislature confers pow’ers oji any body 
—whether one w'hich is seeking to make a prodt for share¬ 
holders or one acting solely for the public good—to take lands 
compulsorily for a particular purpose it is on the ground that 
the using of that land for that purpose will be for the public 
good; and a contract purporting to bind such a body, and their 
successors not to use those pow'ers, is void. And in Mulliner 
V. Midland Rail. Co. (1879), 11 Ch. D. 611, it was held that a 
railway company ha\dng tlie usual powers under their special 
Act to take and use land for the purpose of the railway and 
works, cannot—w'hether for valuable consideration or other¬ 
wise—alienate for any purpose except the purpose of the Act, 
any portion of its land not being “ superfluous land ” within 
S. lj!7 of the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 
Viet. C. 18), and not being land taken for extraordinary pur¬ 
poses within S. 45 of the Railways Clauses Consolidation Act, 
1845 (8 and 9 Viet. C. 20), nor any easement over the same, 
e. g., a right of way. But there may be instances where the 
particular right of way over the lands of the company is 
not inconsistent with the purposes for which the lands were 
taken, and in such a ease the company have power to 
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grant it: (In re Gonty andM.S. & L. Rail. Co., [1896] 2 
Q. B. 439.) 

A local authority, empowered to make bye-laws for 
the regulation of buildings within its jurisdiction, has no 
power to sanction plans in contravention of bye-law'S properly 
made. Yabbicom v. King, (1899) 1 Q. B. 444. 

Powers of corporation—Malice.— The pcjwer given to a 
local authority to do a certain act cannot be questioned in a 
civil court on the ground of its having lieen exercised 
through malice. 1926 All. 538 ; 48 All. 560. 

Contracts in excess of corporate powers: ** ultra vires ** 
as a defence.— The general principle of law is settled beyond 
controversy, that the agents, officers, or even city council or 
governing body of a municipal corpt^ration, cannot bind the cor¬ 
poration by any contract which is beyond the scope of its powers, 
or entirely foreign to the purposes of the corporation, or 
which (not being legislatively authorized) is against public 
policy. This doctrine grows out of the nature of such 
institutions and rests upon reasonable and solid grounds. 
The inhalatants are the corporators ; the officers are but the 
public agents of the corporation. The duties and powers of 
the officers or public agents of the corporation are pres¬ 
cribed by statute or charter, which all persons not only 
may know but are bound to know’. The opposite doctrine 
would be fraught with such danger and accompanied with 
such abuse that it would soon end in the ruin of municipali¬ 
ties, or be legislatively ovcrthrc)wm. These considerations 
vindicate both the I'Casonableness and necessity of the rule 
that the corporation is bound only when its agents or officers, 
by whom it can alone act, if it acts at all, keep within the 
limits of the chartered authority of the corporation. The 
history of the w’orkings of municipal bodies has demonstrated 
the salutary nature of this principle and that it is the part of 
true wisdom and of judicial duty to keep the corporate wings 
clipped dowm to the lawTul standard. It results from this doc¬ 
trine that contracts not authorized by the charter or by other 
legislative Act that is not within the scope of the powers of 
ttie corporation under any circumstances, are void, and in 
actions thereon the corporation may successfully interpose 
the plea of ultra vires setting up as a defence its own 
want of power under its charter or constitutent statute to 

enter into the contract..the corporation may be 

estopped to avail itself of irregularities in the exercise of 
power conferred ; but it may always show that under no 
circumstances had the corporation power to make a contract 
of the character in question. The mere fact, however, that 
a city, in making a contract for a public improvement within 
its corporate powers, promises to make payment in negotiable 
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bonds, which it has no power to issue, does not make the en¬ 
tire contract ultra vires ; and, therefore, if work be done 
under such contract the city will be liable therefor. Dillon, 
pp. 1178—1181. 

Ratification of unauthorized contracts. —A municipal cor¬ 
poration may ratify the unauthorized acts and contracts of its 
agents or officers, which are within the scope of corporate 
powers, but not otherwise. RatiQcation may frequently be 
inferred from acquiescence after knowledge of all the mate¬ 
rial facts, or from acts inconsistent with any other supposi¬ 
tion. The same principle is applicable to corporations as to 
individuals But a subsequent ratification cannot make valid 
an unlawful act without the scope of corporate authority. 
An absolute excess of authority by the officers of a corpora¬ 
tion in violation of law, cannot be upheld ; and where the 
officers of such a body fail substantially to pursue the mate¬ 
rial requirements of a statutory enactment under which they 
are acting, the corporation is not bound. In such cases the 
statute must be strictly followed, and a person who deals 
with a municipal body is obliged to see that its charter has 
been fully complied with: when this is not done, no subse¬ 
quent act of the corporation can make an ultra vires contract 
effective. Dillon, p. 1190. 

Doctrine of estoppel. —Municipal committees are not 
estopped from pleading want of power or capacity. An act 
performed by a committee against the term of the statute 
(Sinnot be ratified by any subsequent act. An act invalid for 
want of authority to do it cannot be validated by estoppel, 
otherwise all limitations on the powers of the committees 
may be ignored. Consequently a committee is not estopped 
by deed or otherwise from showing that it had no power to 
do what it purports to have done. The doctrine of ultra vires 
is applied "with greater strictness to municipal committees 
than to private corporations. Municipal committees may 
always be restrained by injunction from doing an act which 
is beyond their powers. 

Although the doctrines of estoppel and part perfor¬ 
mance apply to corporations, yet n i sort of part perfor¬ 
mance or ratification can bind a eirporation to a transaction 
which the legislature has forbidden it to undertake. 

The university, a corporation, could not be held bound by 
representation made by any individual officer without the 
authority or sanction of the university. 

All persons dealing with a statutory body like the uni¬ 
versity, or its agents, are deemed to have notice of the limits 
publicly set to their authority, and it is well accepted law 
that such a corporation is not bound by anything done 



100 Sec. 18.] 

such agents in its name when the transaction is on the face 
of it in excess of the powers defined by statute. 

The applicant must be deemed to have known the condi¬ 
tions imposed upon die senate by the university regulations 
and to have accepted the office with knowledge of such limi¬ 
tations and he is not entitled to rely upon any estoppel on 
the part of the university in these proceedings such as would 
validate his appointment. 41 C. 518; 24 T. C. 404. 

Perpetual succession. - A municipal board constituted 
under one Act does not cease to exist and it continues to be 
the same when a new Act comes into force. Therefore, the 
board has power under the new Act to sanction prosecution 
of a person in respect of an offence committed while the old 
Act was in force. 40 I. C. 700 ; 15 A. L. J. 530. 

Jurisdiction of civil courts.— Civil courts are often called 
upon to test the legality of the committee’s action. Courts 
have then to decide as to the extent of the powers vested in 
the committees. When there is no doubt as to the existence 
of the powers, the courts will not interfere with their opera¬ 
tions when they are keeping within their authorization and 
acting bona fide. The courts will be competent to enquire 
into and control the action of municipal bodies when they nave 
acted in excess or in contravention of the powers conferred 
upon them. 19W.R. 309; 2(5 Cal. 811; P. R. 78 of 1901, 
12 Bom. 490; 19 Bom. 187; 10 Bom. L. R. 821; 22 B. 230; 27 
Bom. 221; 3 I. C. 516; 24 P. R. 1890 Cr.; P. R. 52 of 1900; 34 
Cal. 30; 1905 A. W. N. 79; 2 Mad. 37; 17 C. W. N. 812; 35 
Cal. 859; 37 Cal. 371; 40 Cal. 836. 

These decisions show that the jurisdiction of the civil 
courts is limited to the determination of the question as to 
whether the act complained of was ultra vires. It is not open 
to the courts to go into the question of propriety or necessity 
of the act complained of when the legislature has designedly 
made the corporation the sole judge of such propriety or neces¬ 
sity. The courts cannot substitute their own judgment for that 
of the committees. Matters, which are w'ithin the absolute dis¬ 
cretion of the committees, cannot be interfered with on the 
ground that the discretion has not been rightly exercised. 
The matter would, of course, assume a different aspect if the 
bona fide of the act itself is questioned, or malice is imputed 
to the committees. Courts will, however, be slow to impute 
bad faith to committees. 26 Cal. 811. 

Under S. 21 of the Madras District Municipalities Act a 
municipal council is a corporation with power to contract 
and to do all things necessary for the purpose of its constitu¬ 
tion, the municipal fund being held by it under S. 27 for the 
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purposes of the Act. If the eouneil keeps within its authori¬ 
zation and acts bona fide, the court will not interfere with 
its operations. It will be deemed the best judge, not only of 
what is most conducive to its own interest, but also of what 
is proper and fitting as regards third parties, and it will be 
left unchecked to take or not to take lands for promoting 
sanitation, etc. The corporation is, however, protected only 
if it acts bona fide, 48 I. C. 128; 23 C. W. N. 658. 

Where a public body has a discretion which it exercises 
bona fide, the court in an application for mandamus would 
not constitute itself an appellate authority and go into nice 
question as to the soundness or otherwise of the exercise of 
the discretion by the public body complained against. The 
ease is, however, different where a public body erroneously 
assumes that it has a discretion which it does not possess in 
law and then seeks to defend an application for mandamus on 
the ground that it has exercised a discretion which courts 
ought not to review. 38 f. C. 848. 

In the case of statutory bodies if a particular act must by 
statute be done at a particular kind of meeting convened in 
a particular way, no meeting can do that act which is not a 
meeting of that particular kind or has not been convened in 
tiiat particular way. The members of the body must have 
notice of what it is proposed to do at the meeting, or the pro¬ 
ceedings will be invalid. Ordinarily it is sufficient if the 
members have notice of what is proposed, unless the statute 
in terms enacts that the notice must not only give the sub¬ 
stance of what is proposed, but must call it by its statutory 
name. 38 I. C. 848. 

Purposes of constitution.— The purposes of a corporation 
under this Act are enumerated in S. 52. 

Suits.— A corporation must sue and be sued in its cor¬ 
porate name, and not in the name of its chairman or secre¬ 
tary. A. W. N. (1908) 165. 

A suit brought against a municipal committee in the 
name of the wrong officer cannot by tlie subsequent substitu¬ 
tion of the proper officer as defendant be deemed with refer¬ 
ence to S. 22 of the Limitation Act to have been instituted 
against such committee when such substitution is made. 2 All. 
296. 

Where instead of suing the taluk board in its corporate 
capacity as required by S. 27 of the Madras Local Boards 
Act, the president of the board was impleaded as defendant, 
and the mistake, even after being pointed out, was persisted 
in by the plaintiff: Held that this was not a mere error of 
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form and the suit was dismissed. 16 Mad. 296 & 1924 Mad. 

309. 

Suit by municipal board with the name of cha ir ma n add¬ 
ed. —Where objection was taken in appeal that the chairman 
of the municipal board appeared as a plaintiff in the IMy of 
the plaint and was mentioned by his name: Held, that as he 
was clearly described therein as a chairman of the municipal 
board, there can be no doubt that the plaint was presented 
with the intention of shewing that it was a municipal board 
which was suing. At the worst it was a ease where a suit 
had been instituted in the name of a wrong person as a 
plaintiff and the error could be corrected under the provisions 
of Rule lO of Order J and the defect was not one of substance 
but merely of form and under S. 99 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure such defects cannot be made a ground of any in¬ 
terference with the decree which the court telow may 
have passed in such a ease. 1924 Oudh 309; 84 I. C. .532, 

The school board created under S. 3, Bombay Primary 
Education Act, is a creature of the legislature, and has a 
separate and independent existence, apart from the district 
local board. It is not a committee of the district local 
board or a branch of the parent body. Such a school board 
is a corporation and as such is liable to be sued. 

A decision in a former suit obtained against the muni¬ 
cipal council is binding on its chairman who is the chief 
functionary of the council. Por the purpose of applying 
the principle of res judicata the municipal council and its 
chairman cannot be viewed as two independent entities. 1933 
Mad. 59. 

Mbdicioas prosecution. - A suit for damages will lie against 
a municipal committee for malicious prosecution. P. R. 86 
of J906; 1932 Bomb. 259. 

Servants not responsible for malicious prosecution.— Where 
a criminal prosecution of a person is instituted after a reso¬ 
lution by the municipality to that effect, the servants of 
the municipality cannot be held responsible for it. 1932 Bom. 
259; 56 B. 135. 

In an action for malicious prosecution even against a 
municipality the cause of action arises when the plaintiff is 
acquitted and not when the prosecution is launched by the 
municipality against the plaintiff. 

Corporation must keep strictly within its powers —A statu¬ 
tory body like a municipality acting under a statute must keep 
strictly within its statutory powers. It is the duty of a muni¬ 
cipality which is issuing orders which interfere with the 
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right of an owner to repair or alter his own house on his own 
property in the manner which is most convenient to himself, 
to be careful that their orders are based on the provisions of 
the statute applicable to the particular ease in question. 

Criminal prosecution.- A municipal corporation is not 
a public servant within the meaning of S. 39 of Act IV of 
1877 and may, therefore, be prosecuted under the Penal Code 
without preliminary sanction of the Government required by 
that section. It was, however, conceded in this case that it 
could be a public servant under clause lO of S. 21, Indian 
Penal Code but that clause speaks of an officer and not a per¬ 
son and an officer cannot be .iuridical person such as a corpora¬ 
tion must necessarily be. S. 21 of the J ndian l^enal Code 
does not appear to contemplate the possibility of including 
artificial persons within its comprehension. 3 Cal. 708. 

Criminal liability of corporation.— If, under the general 
principles of criminal law% tnens rca is necessary for an 
offence, a municipal corjwration (A person is defined in S. 
11 of the Penal Code as including any company or associa¬ 
tion or body of persons, whether incorporated or not) 
would not be .criminally liable. 

Acc/Ordingly, a municipal corporation cannot be guilty 
of treason, felony, corruption, perjury or other similar 
offences. But a corporation may be indicted for libel or 
nuisance. 

And where a duty is imposed by statute in such a way 
that breach of the duty amounts to a disobedience of the 
law, then, if there is nothing in the statute either expressly 
or impliedly to the contrary, a breach of the statute is an 
offence for which a corporation may be indicted, whether 
the statute refers in terms to corporation or not. Thisjs so 
whether the breach of duty is non-feasance or misfeasance. 

A corporation cannot be imprisoned, if imprisonment 
be the sentence for the crime ; a corporation cannot 
be hanged, or put to death, if that be the punishment 
for the crime ;-and so in those senses, a corpo¬ 

ration cannot commit a crime. But a corporation may be 
fined, and a corporation may pay damages ; and therefore 1 
must totally dissent_that a body corporate or a cor¬ 

poration that incorporated itself for the purpose of publish¬ 
ing a newspaper could not be tried and lined. 

A corporation cannot be indicted for an offence which 
is punishable with death or imprisonment, for the simple 
reason that it cannot die or be imprisoned. But a corpora- 
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tion may be lined in cases where it can be indicted for an 
pfifenee which is punishable with fine and in these eases no 
question of mens rea arises. 

Though the corporation itself may not be liable, the 
persons actually implicated in the crime, whether they be 
members or merely agents of the corporation, can be 
indicted and punished. See Aiyangar’s Law of Municipal 
Corporation, pp. 216—220. 

Power to acquire and hold property, and statutes of mort¬ 
main.— The Roman jurisprudence seems originally to have 
denied to cities a capacity to inherit, or even to take by 
donation or legacy. They were treated as composed of un¬ 
certain persons, who could not perform acts of volition and 
personality involved in the acceptance of a succession. The 
disability was removed by the Emperor Adrian in regard to 
donations and legacies, and soon legacies ad ontatum civitalis 
and ad honorem civitatis became frequent. Legacies for the 
relief of the poor, aged, and helpless, and for the education 
of children, were ranked of the latter class. The capacity 
was enlarged by the Christian emperors, and after the time 
of Justinian there was no impediment. Donations for charit¬ 
able uses were then favoured ; and this favourable legislation 
was diffused over Europe by the canon Jaw, so that it became 
the common law of Christendom. 

When the power of the clergy began to arouse the 
jealousy of the temporal authority, and it became a policy to 
check their influence and wealth, they being, for the most 
part, the managers of the property thus appropriated, limita¬ 
tions upon the capacity of donors to make such gifts were 
first imposed. These commenced in England in the time of 
Henry 111 ; but the learned authors of tlie history of the cor¬ 
porations of that realm affirm that cities were not included in 
them, ‘'perhaps on the ground that the grants were for public 
good and although “ the same effect was produced by the 
grant in perpetuity to the inhabitants, the same practical 
inconvenience did not arise from il, nor was it at the time 
considered a mortmain. A century later there was a direct 
inhibition upon grants to cities, boroughs, and others, which 
have perpetual commonalty, and others, “ which have 
offices perpetual, ” and therefore “ be as perpetual as people 
of religion.** The English statutes of mortmain forfeit to 
the king or superior lord the estates granted, which right is 
to be exerted by entry ; a license, therefore, from the king 
severs the forefeiture. The legal history of the continent oh 
this subject does not materially vary from that of England. 
The same alternations of favour, encouragement, jealousy, 
restraint, and prohibition are discernible. 



This legislation of Europe was directed to check the 
wealth and influence of juridical persons who had existed 
for centuries there, some of whom had outlived the necesaties 
which had led to their organization and endowment. Dillon, 
pp. 1554-1555. 

In India legislature is the source of power in respect of 
the proprietary rights of the corporations. The Act grants 
the power to hold property and fixes its limits. The t^rms 
of the grant determine the nature, extent and limitation of 
the power. 

** The inference from the statute creating corporations 
and authorising them to hold real estate to a certain limited 
extent is, that our statute corporations cannot take and hold 
real estate for purposes foreign to their institution. Not 
only so, but if the charter is silent on the subject the 
further inference is, w'e think, that they can only take and 
hold such property as a means of carrying out or accom¬ 
plishing the declared and specified purposes and objects of 
the corporation. In an important case in Louisiana it was 
decided that a purchase of real estate by the corporation 
defendant for % 247,000, payable in bonds at twenty-five 
years from date, for the pur^se of platting and re-selling 
the same, and thereby improxung the salubrity of the city, 
promoting the convenience of the citizens as to streets, was 
legal. If the court was right in holding that the charter 
and laws authorised the purchase of real estate without 
restriction, which we strongly doubt, the ease show^s the 
wisdom of the usual limitations in charters disabling such 
corporations from acquiring, by purchase, real estate for 
other than corporate purposes.” Dillon, pp. 1560 — 1562. 

Suits by and against corporations —See C. P. C., 1st 
Schedule, Order XXIX. 

Delegation of powers.— The municipal committee cannot 
delegate the powder of deciding whether a suit should be insti¬ 
tuted or not. Any suit or appeal instituted by the secretary 
or any other oflicer under such delegated power is incompe¬ 
tent and is liable to be dismissed even if such institution is 
subsequently ratified 1932 Lah. 388; 33 P. L. R. 956, 137 
I. C. 253, 

Government not a necessary party.— In disputes between 
municipal committee and private persons regarding streets 
Government is not a necessary party. 1923 Bombay 456 
and 459 ; 47 R 306; 47 B. 315. 

19. Every officer or servant employed by the coip- 
mittee, whether for the whole or part of his time, and every 
member of the committee .shall be deemed to be a public 
servant within the meaning of Section 21 of the Indian Papal 
Code. 
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The above section has been substituted by the Amendi 
ment Act, II of 1923. These provisions now confer all the 
privileges of a public servant on municipal employees^ and 
members. 

Analogous Law :— i 

S- 540 of Bengal Municipal Act. ' S. 405 of Madras City Mnnici- 
XV of 1932. I pal Act, 1919. 

S. 56 of Bombay Municipal | S- 358 of Madras District 

Boroughs Act, 1925. ; Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 521 of il^mbay Oitv Mimici- I S. 237 of Rangcx)n City Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1888. I pal Act, 1922. 

Ss, 16 & 44 of Burma Act, III , S. 84 of llnited Provinces Muni- 

of 1898. cipalitie.s Act, 1916. 

S. 554 of Calcutta City Munici- ; S. 19-C., Punjab District Board 
Act, III of 1923. Act, 1883. 

Section 197, Cr. P, Code. —Prosecution of a member re¬ 
quires Government sanction under S. 197, Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure Code. 1929 Mad. 8. 

The privilege of immunity from prosecution without 
sanction only extends to acts which can be shown to be in 
discharge of official duty or fairly purporting to be in such 

discharge. An otfenee arising out of abuse of official possition 
by an act not purporting to be official does not necessitate 
sanction under S. 197, Criminal l^roccdure Code. A president 
of the municipal council was charged with an olfence of 
threatening a voter with injury to his property with intent 
to induce such voter to vote for any candidate or to abstain 
from voting: Held that no sanction was necessary. It cannot 
be held that threatening the voter with injury could be com¬ 
mitted by a public servant only, or such an offence involves 
as one of the elements that it was committed by the chair¬ 
man of a municipality. 1927 Mad. 566; 50 Mad. 754. 

Prosecution of chairman of a municipality. - Although the 
chairman of a municipality is a public servant hut when the 
offences alleged against him were not committed by him in 
the discharge of his official duties, no sanction of the Gbvern- 
ment under S. 197 (1) is necessary for prosecuting him. 
1928 Mad. 1158; 113 I. C. 625. 

Cr. P. Code, Section 200.— Any municipal officer is a 
public servant and apart altogether from any express provi- 
sjons, a complaint for demolition of structure made by a 
huildings-surveyor of the corporation is a complaint by a 
public servant in the discharge of his official duty and he 
need not be examined as to the complaint when lodging it. 
1930 Cal. 222; and 1930 Cal. 665. 
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Tax collector is a public, servant within the meaning? of 
S. 21, Cl.,10 (J. P. C.). Sanction under S. 195, Or. P. C., is 
hot required when the public servant cchicemed is himself 
the complainant. 1922 Lah. 532. 

Summary trial of public servant.— Municipal servant is 
a public servant under S. 19 and his position is analogous to " 
that of a Government servant. Summary trial of such a 
servant is most inappropriate. 1932 Lah. 188, 135 I. C. 
220 ;33P.L.R.177. 

Municipal committee not public servants. —Though officers 
and servants are public servants, the committee itself is not a 
public servant and no sanction of Government is necessary 
to prosecute a municipal committee: 3 Cal. 758. In 
the absence of such a provision as S. 19 certain servants 
were held to be public servants within the meaning of Indian 
Penal Code. 33 Bom. 213; 1 Pat. 423. 


President and Vice-President. 

20 (1) Every committee shall from time to time elect one 
of its members to be president, and the member so elected shall 
if approved by the local Government in the case of a first 
class committee, or by a Commissioner in the case of a second 
class committee, become president of the committee: 

Provided that the committee, instead of electing a pren» 
dent and submitting his name for approval to the local 
Government or the Commissioner, may apply to the local 
Government or the Commissioner as the case may be, to 
appoint a president from among its members, and that the 
local Government may, by notification exclude any com. 
mittee from the operation of this sub’section; and that in either 
of these cases, or if no election has been made within one 
month firom the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of 
president, or if the person elected be not approved, the Ipcal 
Government or. the Commissioner, as the case tnay be, may, if 
H or he shall think fit, i^spoint one of the membm of the 
committee to be president. 

(2) Every committee may also, from time to time, elect 
one or two of its members to be vice-presidoit or vice* 
presidents and when tvro vice-presidents are elected on the 
same date, rimll declare which of them shall be demned to 
be the senior. 

(3) Ev«ry member elected or appointed under this sec-,, 
tion to be president or vice-president may be elected or 
^[spohited by office if he was appoia^ by a member of the 
cmnmittee in the same way. 
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S. 15 except Cl. 4 of the old Act, Clause 4 has been in- 
coiporated in other sections. 

Analogous Law S. 10, Calcutta City Municipal 
Ss. 45 & 46, Bengal Municipal Act, UI of 1923. 

Act, XV of 1932. S. 20, Cantonment Act, 11 of 

Ss. 23 & 25, Bengal District 1924. 

Municipal Act, 1884. S. 18, Central Provinces Munici- 

Ss. 20—23, Behar and Orissa pal Act, II of 1922. 

Municipal Act, 1922. S. 28, Madras City Municipal 

Sa. 18 & 28, Bombay Municii:>al Act, 1919. 

Borough.s Act, 1925. S. 13 (3) Madras District Munici- 

S. 23, Bombay District Muni» pal Act, V of 1920. 

cipal Act, ni of 1901. S. 17, Rangoon City Municipal 

S. 37, Bombay City Municipal Act, 1922 

Act, in of 1888. Sa. 43, 44, & 54, United Pro- 

S. 17, Burma Municipal Act, vincesMunicipalities Act, 1916. 

m of 1898. Ss. 18 & 19, Punjab District 

Board Act, 1883. 

Elnefioii,-- Government has prescribed rules under S. 240 
of the Act for election of presidents and vice-presidents. 
These rules have to be strictly followed. 

Election by members who have not taken oath of 
allegiance.— Election of president by such persons is invalid. 
1924 Mad. 515; 75 I. C. 620. 

Election of President — When an election was challenged 
oh the ground that the notice calling the meeting for elec¬ 
tion was defective as it did not give full time prescribed by 
rules : it was held that an election is not invalidated by the 
non-observ’^ance of the regulation for the conduct of elections, 
unless the non-observ’^anee was of a character contrary to 
tile principles of the Act, under which the regulations are 
framed, or might have effected the result of the election. 
1930 Oudh 434, 128 T. C. 732. 

Chairman of a nbeeting to elect a vice-president. - At a 

meeting convened for the purpose of electing a vice-president 
op the occurrence of a casual vacancy in the absence of any 
rule to the contrary the duly elected president of the com¬ 
mittee has the statutory right to preside under S. 33.* 1931 

Nag. 175; 134 I. C. 861, 

Municipal conunittee presided over by a person not duly 
elected president. —A municipal committee presided over by a 
parson who is not its president as required by this section 

*Cf. S. 28 of Punjab Municipal Act 
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i8 not a validly constituted committee. P. R. No. 46 of 
1905 Cr. 

21. (1) If a predulent u appc&tted by the local Term of 

Gavarament by virtae of his office, the person for the time pre¬ 

being holding the office shall be presidoat until the local vic^e-pr^^ 
Government shall otherwise direct. ; dent. 

(2) The tem of office of a prendent elected or iqipointed 
by name or elected by virtue of his office shall be three years m 
the residue of his term of his office as member, whichever is less. 

(3) The term of office of a vice>president shall be such 
term as the committee may by bye>law fix. 

(4) An outgoing president or vice>president shall, if 
otherwise qualified, be again eligible for election or appointment. 

Notes. 

Sa. 15 (4) and 16 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law.— C/. Ss. 24 and 25 of Bengal Act, III 
of 1884; S. 56 of Bengal Municipal Act, XV of 1932; S. 18 of 
Central Provinces Act, 1922; S. 23(7) of Bombay Act, III 
of 1991 ;S. 21 of Cantonment Act, 1924; S. 19of Bombay 
Municipal Boroughs Act, 1925; Ss. 46, 45 and 56 of United 
Provinces Act, II of 1916; S 18, Burma Act III of 1898; 

Ss. 29 and 30 of Madras City Act, 1919; S. 13 (5) Madras 
District Municipal Act, 1920 ; S. 29 of Bihar and Orissa 
Act, VII of 1922. 


22. Whenever a president or vice-president vacates his . 
seat or tenders in writing to the committee his resignation s'denr ^ 
of his office, he shall vacate his office; and any president or ^ i c e -pn 
vice-president may be removed from office by the local 
Government in pursuance of a resolution to that effect passed 
by two-thirds of the members of the committee. 

Notes. 


S. 16 (2) of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 26-A, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 60 & 61, Bengal Municipal 
Act, XV of 1932. 

S .s. 23, 33 & 34, Behar and 
Orissa Municipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 20 & 21, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925, 

S. 15-A & 23 (7), Bombay Dis¬ 
trict Municipal Act, III of 
1901. 


S. 18, Burma Municiijal Act, 
III of 1898. 

S.s. 21 & 22, Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 40, Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 47,48 & 5i [«), United Pro¬ 
vinces Municipalities Act, 
1916. 
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lid [See. 23 a 24. 

Rerigastioii of prendait.— Where the resipnation requires 
a notice to the committee before such resignation is accepted 
the mere fact ;that the president sends individual notice 
to members informing them of his resignation the resignation 
will not take effect. A local board being a body corporate 
is other than and much more than some of its individual 
members. Its business therefore can only be transacted at 
its duly constituted meeting. Giving notice of resignation is 
one stich business of the board, and can be transacted by a 
meeting of the board. By circulating the notice of resigna¬ 
tion to each member and upon its receipt by each member the 
resignation does not take effect although acceptance of 
resignation is not necessary under S. 22, where a president 
of a local board issued a notice of his resignation to each 
member and its receipt was acknowledged by them: Held 
that there is no pro^r notice of his resignation and 
that therefore resignation does not take effect inspite of the 
fact that the Government was of opinion that the resignation 
took effect. C/. 1929 Mad. 8; 52 Mad. 441. 

23. Upon the occurrence of any vacancy in the office of 
president or vice-president a new president or vice-president 
shall be elected or appointed in manner provided by S. 20. 

Notes. 


S. 17 (1) of old Act. 

Analogous Law :— 

8. 27, Bengal Municipal Act, 
1884. 

S. 45, Bengal Municipal Act, XV 
of 1932. 

S. 23, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925 
S. 23 (8), Bombay District 
Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

S. 37 (3), Bombay City Munici¬ 


pal Act, III of 1888. 

S. 19, Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898. 

S. 19, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922- 

S. 13 (5), Madras District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 17 (3), Rangoon City Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 


24, (1) Every election and appointment of a member or 

president of a committee shall be notified, in the case of a munici¬ 
pality of the first class, by the local Government, and in the 
case of a municipality of the second class, by the Commissioner 
of the division, and no member shall enter upon his duties until 
his election or appointment has been so notified and until, 
ntrtwithstanding anything contained in the Indian Oaths Act, 
1^73, be has taken or made, at a meetmg of the committee, an 
oath or affirmation of his allegiance to ffie Crown, in the 
foUowiiig form, namely:— 



ill 

* l. A* B., htfving be» elected (or i^ointed) m member of 

the mmiieipal eonamittee of„_^do solemnly sweer (or 

affirm) that I w91 be faithful and bear true allegiance to Hu 
Majesty the King>Emperor of India, his hei|<s and successors, and 
that 1 will faithfully discharge the duty upon which I am about 
to miter/ 

(2) If any such person omits or refuses to take or make 
die oadi or affirmation as required by sub*section (1) widihi 
three months of the date of the notification of his election or 
appointment, his election or appointment as the ease may be, 
shall be deemed to be invalid unless the local Government for 
any reason which it may consider sufficient extends the period 
within which such oath or affirmation may be taken or made. 

(3) If an election is deemed to be invalid under the pro* 
visions of sub>section (2) a fresh election shall he held; and if 
an appointment is deemed to be invalid under the provisions of 
sub*section (2) the local Government shall appoint another 
person: 

Provided that the local Government or, in the case of any 
municipality of the second class the Commissioner, with the 
previous sanction of the local Government, may refuse to notify 
the election as member of any person who could be removed 
from office by the local Government under any of the provisions 
of Section 16, or of any person whom the local Government for 
any reason wMch it may deem to affect the public interests may 
consider to be unfitted to be a member of the committee and, 
uprni such refusal, the election of such person shall be void. 

Notes. 

S. 18 of the old Act. 

Recent changes— S. 12-A, introduced by Act, 11 of 
1923 has now been ineorpi:>rated in the 1st clause of S. 24, 
which has been amended by S. 10 of Act, III C)f 1933. 

Analogous Law — S. 17 of Bombay Municijial Boroughs 
Act, 1925; Ss. 20 and 23 (&) of Bombay District Munidpal 
Act; S. 10 of Bombay City Municipal Act; S. 21 of Burma 
Municipal Act 1898; S. 20 of Central Prorinces Act, II of 
1922; S. 27 of Madras District Municipal Act, V of 1920; 
S. 56, United Provinces Municipal Act, 1916; S. 18, Canton¬ 
ment Act, 1924. 

Suit questioning the legality of nomination—Government 
necessary party.— Where in a suit the noniination of certain 
members of the committee is questioned as illegal and a suit is 
brought against the nominated members for injunction 
restraining them from atting in the committee and working 
therein and for declaration that the nomination is iUegal, 



Times for 
holding meet¬ 
ings 


'0Oi?eimtneirt is a necessary party. Cf. 48 BoP. 48; 77 1. C. 
241, 1924 Bom. 65. 

Govenuttcnt's refusal to notify—Addition of Govenunoit 
.as a |>arty in.a ease disputing the election. —Even against,the 
i}laiintilT'’s consent a new party may be impleaded as a 
defendant and he may be so added though he may thereby 
be in a position to counter-claim against the plaintiff. 

After the meeting of a board convened for the purposes 
of electing a member for the district board was adjourned by 
majority, the minority continued their meeting and treating the 
adjournment as illegal elected plaintiff as such member. But 
the Government withheld the notitication of plaintiff’s election 
in the Government Gazette. The plaintiff then sued the 
district board and its president for declaration that he was 
the duly elected member. The Government applied for being 
.joined as a defendant to the suit. But plaintiff and defendant 
opposed its application: Held that inasmuch as the Govern¬ 
ment is ^ven jxiw’er of control over the local board and to 
suspend execution of any resolution under S. 232, the 
Government was a proper party to the suit and should be 
^ded as a defendant. Cf. 1929 Mad. 443, 1181, C. 780. 

Conduct of business. 

28. (1) Every committee shall meet for the transaction 

of business at least once in every month at such time as may, 
from time to time, be fixed by the bye«laws. 

(2) The president or, in his absence or during the vacancy 
of his office a vice>president, may, whenever he thinks fit, and 
shall, on a requisition made in writing by not less than one>fifth 
of the members of the committee, convene either an ordinary 
or a specM meeting at any other time. 

Notes. 


S. 19 of the old Act. 

Recent changes.— The words in italics were inserted by 
S. 11 of Act, III of 1933. 


During the last election in Lahore, the notification of the 
appointment of the president was delayed for considerable 
tune and, no meeting was called because the elected president 
was of opinion that he could not be considered a president 
without notification and the vice-president could not call the 
meeting as the question of the absence of the president 
could only arise if there was a president. For certain reasons 
the secretary did not call the meeting as required by the 
bye-laws as he thought he could not do so without the 



SIms. ^4' 
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pewrapion of the president which office did not exist. The 
amendment will meet such difficulties and when the appoint- 
ment IS not notiBed the office must be t-ihen to be v^ant 

^ a meeting. 

thfficulties may still arise if there is no vice-president. 


Analogous Law: — 

S- 38, Bengal District Municipal 
Act 1884 

Ss. 77’&78,’ Bengal Municipal 
Act, XV of 1932. 

Ss. 43 & 44, Behar and Ori.s.sa 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 35, Bombay Mnnici{)al 
Boroughs Act, 192.5. 

S. 26 (11 and (2), Bombay 
District Municipal Act, Ill of 
1901. 

S- .36 (ri), Bombay f!ity Muni¬ 
cipal Act, in of 1888. 

Ss. 22 and 37, Burma Munici¬ 
pal Act, Ill of 1898. 


I S. >58, Calcutta City M'unici- 
! pal Act, m of 1923. 

, Ss. 22 and 37, Cantonment Act, 
j II of 1924. 

S. 31, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, n of 1922. 

S. of Madras District Municiml 
Act, V of 1920. 

S. 18 (1>, Rangoon City Muni- 
cil>al Act, 1922. 

S. 86, United Provinces Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 

S. 22, Municipal Corjwration 
Act, 1882. 

I English Law :— 

1 S. 199, Public Health Act, 1875. 


Conduct of business.— Ss, 25 to 30 lay down the imix)r- 
tant and general rules governing conduct of business by 
municipal eoinniittees, the remaining rules are left to be 
framed by each municipal committee under S. 31 aettording to 
the different requirements of each committee. 

A municipal committee can transact municipal business 
only at a municipal nveeting duly convened for the purpose. 
The members cannot make a valid determination binding on 
the committee by their assent separately and individually 
expressed. To make a meeting there must he at least two 
persons: Sharp v. Dawes, 2 Q. B. I). 26. Members of muni¬ 
cipal committees have no right by common law to be repre¬ 
sented or vote by proxy at meetings thereof. 

See notes under S. 31. 

At least.— The use of the words “ at least ” implies that 
there may be more than one meeting in a month. Cf. 1930 
Oudh 434. 

At any other time.— The use of the words “ at any other 
time ” in sul>section 2 means that the meeting sanctioned by 
the sub-clause may be held in any month and at any time 
other than the time fixed for the meeting prescribed by sub¬ 
section (1). In other words a meeting under sub-section (2) 
could properly be held at any hour of the day previous or 
subsequent to the hour of the monthly meeting. Cf. 1930 
Oudh 434. / 



lu [Sec. 25. 

Section 25 (2). —When a meeting was not called by the 
president as required by the provisions of S. 25 (2) the 
meeting was held to be not properly^ convenexJ and the defect 
could not be cured by S. 37. An adjourned meeting is a con¬ 
tinuation of the original meeting and if the original meeting 
is defective, the adjourned meeting will be equally defective. 
Cf. 28 Bom. 66. 

Election of president.— Where the first meeting was 
ad.iourned, sine die, a further meeting was necessary to avoid 
a deadlock, and a second meeting was convened: there is 
nothing in the Act, as it then stood, to show that the meeting 
as convened is illegal in any sense. 

It may be mentioned that most of the members of the 
municipality were present at the meeting, and no objection 
was taken as to the validity of the meeting thus convened. 

Under S. 37 the proceedings of a municipality are 
not vitiated by reason of any disqualification of the chairman 
in acting as the president or presiding authority of the 
General Meeting after the President is elected. It covers the 
ease of an irregularity, if any, in continuing the chairman as 
the chairman of the General Meeting after the president is 
elected. Cf. 1926 Bom. 576, 98 I. C. 454. 

Meeting. —A meeting may be defined as the coming to¬ 
gether of two or more persons from opposite directions into 
one place or into the presence of each other for the 
transaction of business. In fact and in law the mee ting 
implies coming together of at least two persons. One person 
cannot ordinarily constitute a meeting: Sharp v. Dawes (1876) 
2Q.B.D.26. 

Requiute* of a valid meeting: — 

(1) It must be properly convened, i. e., a proper notice 
must be sent to every member by the proper 
summoning authority as laid down in S. 25 and 
business rules. 

(2) It must be properly constituted. To constitute a 
meeting of the municipal committee it is essential 
(a) that the properly appointed person is in 
the chair—the chairman is necessarily an integral 
part of a meeting—and (b) that a quorum is 
present. 

(3) It must be properly held in accordance with 
the rules governing it as provided by the Municipal 
Act or by its business rules. 



Sed. 26.1 its 

But a cor^rate meeting may be valid where notice Of it 
has not been given, provided all the members of the corpora¬ 
tion are present and consent to the meeting being fod; 
Musgrave v. Nevinson, Mayor of Appleby (1723,2 Ld Raym, 
1358). See, however, Second Schedule, Rule 5 to the Munici¬ 
pal Corporation Act of 1882, which provides for notice of 
meetings of municipal corporations. In this ease it was held 
that the election of an alderman in a corporation upon a 
casual meeting of the electors is void unless all the electors 
concur in it. In Re Express Engineering Works, Ltd, (1920,1 
Ch. 466), a meeting which was convened and held only as a 
meeting, in fact transacted business which could 
not be done at a meeting convened and held as a share¬ 
holders’ meeting; but as all the directors present constituted 
the whole body of the shareholders, it was held that the 
business was validly transacted. 


26. (1) Every meeting of a committee shall be eitiier 

ordinary or special. 

(2) Any business may be transacted at any ordinary 
meeting unless required by this Act or the rules to be brans* 
acted at a special meeting. 

(3) When a special and an ordinary meeting are called 
for the same day, the special meeting sMI be held as soon as 
the necessary quorum is present. 

Notes. 


S. 20 of the old x4ct. 

Recent changes.— Cl. (3) has been added by S. 12 
of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933. Special meet¬ 
ing being a very important meeting it has been ^ven a 
statutory precedence over ordinary meeting to be called on 
the same day. As soon as the quorum requisite for a special 
meeting is present, ordinary meeting should be postponed to 
special meeting though owing to absence of requisite 
quorum for special meeting the ordinary meeting may have 
^en started before the special meeting. 

Bye-laws can only be passed at a s)ieeial meeting [S. 
tion3 ’(3)]. Business under the following sections must be 
transacted only at a special meeting:—Ss. 3 (18) (b), 22, 38 
(1), 62 (1) (3) & 70 (2). 

Application for extension of Vaccination Act must be by 
a resolution passed at a special meeting. 


Ordinary 
and special 
meetings 
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A:nah^g*¥is Lfmx —, i 

S, 39, Bengal District Munici- <S. 38, Cantonment Act, 11 of 
pal Act, 1884, 1924. , , 

S. 26, Bombay District Munici* S, 30, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, in of 1901. pal Act, D of 1922. 

S 23, Burma Municipal Act, S. 87, United Provinces Munici- 
ni of 1898, palities Act, 1916. 

Qubrura 27, (1) The quorum necessary for the transaction of 

business at a special meeting of a committee shall be one- 
half of the number of the committee actually serving at the time, 
but shall not be less than three. 

(2) The quorum necessary for the transaction of business 
at an ordinary meeting of a committee shall be such number 
or proportion of the members of the committee as may, from 
time to time, be fixed by the bye-laws, but shall not be less 
than three : 

Provided that, if at any ordinary or special meeting of a 
committee a quorum is not present the chairman shall adjourn 
the meeting to such other day as he may think fit and the busi¬ 
ness which would have been brought before the original meeting 
if there had been > quorum present shall be brought before, and 
transacted at, the adjourned meeting whether there be a quorum 
present thereat or not. 

Notes. 

S. 21 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law.— . ! S. 24, Burma Municipal Act, 

S, 42, Bengal District Municipal j ID ^’f 1898. 

Act, 1884. I Calcutta City Munici- 

S. 82, Bengal Municipal Act, XV | ^ Act, 111 of 1923. 

of 1932. I S. 39, Cantonment Act, II of 

S. ao (7), Bombay Municipal , ^ 1924. 

Boroughs Act, 1925. i S. 32, Central Provinces Muni- 

S. 26 (7), Bombay District i cipal Act, II of 1922. 

Municiiial Act, Jllof 1901. 1 S. 18 (2), Rangoon City Mnni- 

S. 36 (/), Bombay City Muni- i cijial Act, 1922. 
cii>al Act, III of 1888. | S. 88, United Provinces Munici- 

i palities Act, 1916. 

Actually serving at the time,— This will exclude the casual 
vacancies from counting. To constitute quorum for a special 
meeting the quorum required is not one-half of the number 
of the members fixed for a committee under S. 11 but one- 
half of the members actually serving at the time. If a 
casual vacancy has occurred by death or removal or accept¬ 
ance of resignation the casual vacancy thus caused will not 
be counted unless a new member has been elected or nomi¬ 
nated to fill the vacancy. 
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Claiue <2)* —The committees are emjx>wered tioder S. 3l 
(c) to make bye-laws as to quorum necessary for transaction 
of business. It may consist of a specified number of members 
or a specified proportion of the members. The quorum can¬ 
not be less than three. Any business transacted at a meet¬ 
ing where quorum is not present is altogether invalid. 
Where a member on account of personal interest is disquali¬ 
fied to take part in the proceedings under S. 48 his presence 
should not be counted and there should be a quorum exclud¬ 
ing such interested person. Cf. Nicol v. Magistrate of 
Aberdeen, (1870), 9 M. 300. The actual presence of the 
quorum in the meeting is sufficient although some members 
refuse to vote. 

Adjournment.— This may arise in one of the following 
four ways:— 

1. From failure to make a meeting, i. e., quprum of 
members not present. This is strictly speaking a postpone¬ 
ment. meeting cannot be adjourned if there was' in fact 
no meeting. Sometimes standing orders or rules under S. 31 
may provide for the persons assembled to wait for a certain 
time for a quorum. 

2. hVom failure to keep a meeting or a count out. If 
during the sitting of the committee it is brought to the notice 
of the chairman that the recjuisite number of members 
necessary for the quorum is not present then the chairman 
after counting the members present shall adjourn the 
meeting if he finds the number present is less than the 
quorum. 

3. Prom motion for adjournment. A motion for the 
adjournment of the meeting or of the debate on a particular 
matter may be proposed by any person who has not already 
spoken, at any reasonable time in the course of the meeting, 
if no person is speaking at the time. It need not be in 
writing. If no one seconds the motion it falls to the ground. 
If it is seconded and put to the meeting, it then becomes a 
distinct question upon which, in the absence of special rule 
to the contrary, any person may speak whether such person 
has already spoken or not. But the mover has no right to 
reply. On the acceptance of the motion the meeting or the 
debate is adjourned. 

4. Prom the action of the chairman. The chairman has 
not at common law a power to adjourn against the wishes 
of the meeting. Ordinarily the right to adjourn is in the 
meeting itself. 
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(Sec. 27. 

" In Stoughton v. Reynolds* Lord Hardwicke said : 

The right is in the assembly itself; for if they be an 
assembly, all consisting of equals, and there be no custom 
or rule of law to direct the adjournment the right must be 
in the persons which constitute the assembly. ’ 

“ Referring to this decision in the subsequent ease of 
Wilson V. McMatk,\ Sir John Nicholl pointed out that it 
decided ‘ that the question of adjournment should have been 
decided, as it generally is, by vote and not by the chairman. * 

“ If the chairman adjourns the meeting contrary to the 
wishes of the members and thereby interrupts business, the 
members can lawfully, in the absence of their proper chair¬ 
man, elect another to act as his substitute and continue the 
business. The point was forcibly stated by Chitty, J., in 
National Dwellings Society V. Sylces% : 

“ But, in my opinion, the power which has been contended 
for is not within the scope of the authority of the chairman— 
namely, to stop the meeting at Iris own will and pleasure. 
The meeting is called for the particular purposes of the 
company. According to the constitution of the company a 
certain officer has to preside. He presides with reference 
to the business which is then to be transacted. In my 
opinion, he cannot say, after that business has been opened, 
“ I will have no more to do with it; I will not let this meet¬ 
ing proceed; 1 will stop it; I declare the meeting dissolved and 
I leave the chair.” In ray opinion, that is not within his power. 
The meeting by itself can resolve to go on with the business 
which the other chairman forgetful of his duty or violat¬ 
ing his duty, has tried to stop because the proceedings have 
taken a turn which he himself does not like.'§ 

“ When the business for which the meeting was assembled 
has been completed the chairman can lawfully adjourn the 
meeting. In the case of R. v. Gaborian |l Le Blanc, .1., said: 

“ Here the business which began under the mayor had 
been ended; for the mayor as presiding officer had decided 
that the votes being equal no election could be had and no 
objection was mswle to that decision; and then he directed 
proclamation to be made for dissolving the assembly; and no 
objection was made to that, nor any notice given by any 
persons that they meant to proceed in making an election. 


• 2 Stra. 1045 
\ 3 Phil. 88. 

% [1894] 3 Ch. 159. 

5 See also Show v. Thomson, 3 Ch. D. 283. 
|[ (1809) 11 East 77. 
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Then when the mayor was gone away and a number of the 
burgesses also departed considering the assembly as dissolv¬ 
ed, and the rest proceeded to make an election: this was not 
a continuation of the business begun before the mayor 
but an attempt to continue that which had been concluded.” 

See Blackwell’s “ Public and Company Meetings,” t7th 
edition), pp. 57—59. ' 

S. 27 proviso deals with the first case of adjourn¬ 
ment while the other cases are left to rules under S. 31. 

The Quorum* —A quorum (L., literally, of whom) from 
the wording of commissions in which certain persons were 
specially designated as members of a body, by the words 
quorum vos . . . unum {duos, &e.), esse volumus “of whom we 
Will that you be one ” (two, &c,) is a fixed number of 
members of any body or society whose presence is necessary 
for the proper or valid transaction of business. (Murray), 

The acts of a corporation are those of the major part of 
the corporators, corporately assembled, i.e., in the absence of 
statutory provisions or special custom, the major part must 
be present at the meeting, and of that major part there must 
be a majority in favour of the business transacted. 

Quorum not prescribed. —Where no quorum is prescribed 
either by the statute creating it or by the rules framed there- 
under there is no reason why ordinary common law rule 
prevailing in England should not apply.' The rule of com¬ 
mon law provides that when a statute grants power on any 
definite number of persons in respect of a public as opposed 
to a private trust and contains no indications to tJie contrary 
it is necessary that a majority of that number- should act to¬ 
gether and should attend every meeting when any corporate 
act is done or purported to be done. The election of a chair¬ 
man and vice-chairman of a schorl board is a corporate 
act. Cf. 1928 Sindh 126,107 I. C. 456 & 38 I. C. 528. 

Whenever a certain number are incorporated, a major 
part may do any corporate act; so if all are summoned and 
part appear, a major part of those that appear may do a 
corporate act : Attorney-General v. Davy (1741, 2 Atk. 2l2), 
but if the regulations prescribe a quorum, no less number of 
members can do business : Howbcach Coal Co. v. Teague {I860 
5 H. & N. 151). 

In considering whether the requisite number of members 
is present, only those members must included who are 
competent to take part in the particular business before the 
meeting. The Municipal Act, 1911, S. 48, and Rule 3A of 
administration rules provide that persons interested in con¬ 
tracts with the council shall be ^squalified. 



[Sec. n, 

JBersons who are present at the meeting in faet but 
who do not take active part in the pntceedings or vote 
cannot be regarded as absent for the purmses of quorum. The 
major part of the majority present must oe in favour of the 
Act or resolution. 1926 Cal. 665,911. 0. 642. 

The assent of every member of a corporation given 
separately has not the same effect as a resolution passed 
at a general meeting : George Nemman S' Co. (1895, 

I Ch. 674^, but in Baroness Wenloch River Dee Co. (1883, 36 
Ch D., at p. 681), Cotton, L. J., in a ease where the act -was 
within the powers of a corporation, said; “ The Court would 
never allow it to be said that there was an absence of reso¬ 
lution when all the shareholders, and not only a majority, 
have expressly assented to that wliieh is being done.’* 

Any business transacted when no quorum is present, 
during the time when such business is transacted, is invalid. 
And when a particular quorum is reijuired by statute, e.g., 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1S93, S. 2, to be necessary for 
the performance of corpewate acts, non-obsen^ance of the 
statutory requirement will l)e fatal to the validity of the act 
as against strangers to the eorfwration: D'Arcy v. Tamar, &c. 
Co. (1867, L. R. 2, Rx. 158). 

In the absence of statutory provision or standing 
orders or special custom, a coi'poration is not corporately 
assembled unless the major part is present at the meeting, 
but in any event a meeting will re(i[uire the presence of at 
least two persons to form a quorum. “ The word ‘ meeting ’ 
implies a concurrence or coming face to face of at least two 
persons Coleridge, C. J., in Sharp v. Dawes (1876, 46 L. J. 
Q. B. 104). 

A time limit should be fixed, preferably by standing 
orders, within which the (|uorum of a meeting must assemble 
for the transaction of business. 

The physical presence of a quorum does not necessarily 
constitute a meeting unless there was an intention to meet 
by previous notice or arrangement: Barran x. Potter (1914) 
I. Ch. 895. 

Section 27 proviso. —Where the original meeting did not 
include in its agenda consideration of certain objections, it 
was held that the adjourned meeting could not consider such 
objections and their decision imposing certain tax without 
valid consideration of the objections was held invalid. 21 All. 
348. 

Adjourned Meeting.— There should be at least tw’O members 
present to constitute a meeting. The prescribed quorum can- 
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not be less than three. If only one member is present the 
meeting will have to be adjourned. It is not necessary that 
the prescribed quorum be present at the adjourned meeting. 
If at an adjourned meeting only one member is present again, 
there is nothing in law to prevent him from transacting the 
business even though technically one member may not consti¬ 
tute a meeting. But in such a case the member present 
should consider meeting as having failed. 


28. At every meeting of a committee the president, if 
present, or, in his absence or daring the vacancy of his office, 
the senior vice-president present, and if there be no president 
or vice-president present, then such one of their number, as the 
members present may elect, shall preside as chairman. 

Notes. 

S, 22 of the old Act. 


Act 


S 2^>, Burma Municipal 
III of 1898. 

S. 62, Caloitta City Municipal Act, 
III of 1923. 

S. 33 of Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 32, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 28, Madras District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 18 (3), Rangoon City Muni* 
cijKil Act, 1922. 

Ss. 55 & 89, United Provinces 
Municipalitie.s Act, 1916. 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 40, Bengal District Municipal 
Act, 1884. 

S. 79, Bengal Municipal Act, XV 
of 1932. 

S. 45 of Behar and Ori.ssa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 18, 30 & 35 (4), Bombay 
Municipal Borougbs Act, 1925. 

Ss. 24, 25 & 26 (5) Bomtey Dis¬ 
trict Municipal Act, III of 
1901. 

S. 26{g), Bombay City Municipal 
Act, in of 1888. 

The first thing to be done at the time appointed for the 
meeting is for the chair to be taken. The section provides 
that the chair will be taken by the president or by vice- 
president if the president is absent. Should both the presi¬ 
dent or the vice-president be absent, it is open to the members 
present to elect one of their number to the vacancy who will 
retain his position even if the president or vice-preside.nt 
turns up afterwards. Usually, however, the ordinary chair¬ 
man is allowed a few minutes’ grace before any other member 
is elected to the chair. As a matter of courtesy though not 
of right, the chairman thus appointed often gives W’ay to the 
regular chairman by vacating the chair which operates as a 
virtual resignation. 

Absence. —It means absence from the meeting. 


Chairmen.— The presence or appointment of a chairaan 
is essential. There can be no valid meeting if there is iw ®h^- 
ma.u either statutory or appointed present to conduct the 
meeting. 


Chairman 
of meeting. 
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Qaafifioatlons of a Cfaairinan.— In view of the reeent prac> 
tice of electing non-offieial presidents the following remarks 
quoted from Albert Crew’s Procedure at Meetings” are well 
wor^ the attention of the non-offieial chairmen of the 
municipal committees: 

“ The ideal chairman should be a man of infinite tact 
and patience, possess a judicial mind, be able to command 
the respect of the meeting, be absolutely impartial in his 
rulings, never allowing the latter to be questioned and 
always ready and resourceful when difficulties arise. He 
should be firm, yet courteous, be able to govern men, not allow 
himself to be carried away by party or other feelings, able 
to endure bores cheerfully and circumvent mere obstruction¬ 
ists skilfully. 

“ A chairman should possess a calm, placid temperament, 
have a proper sense of the dignity of his position, not be 
garrulous, and be accustomed to rule without fussiness, 
hauteur, or bullying. 

“ A good chairman should be able to govern a meeting 
with genial domination and be a benevolent autocrat, not 
overbearing or brusque in manner, but determined in a quiet 
way to have tiie business of the meeting transacted in an 
orderly and expeditious manner. He should have a wide 
knowledge of men, and some acquaintance with the. subject 
under discussion. He should remember that men at meetings 
are often but children of a larger (sometimes not much 
larger) growth, and should combat their petulance, unreason¬ 
ableness, and pettiness by common sense, sweet reasonable¬ 
ness, and quiet determination. He must believe in himself, 
but not allow his masterfulness to obtrude too much. A 
chaiman should have some strength of character; hearing 
and seeing all things, but conveniently and quietly ignoring 
at times those matters which might better have been left 
unsaid or not done. Occasionally he may be subjected to 
rude or personal remarks; if these are unjust it is generally 
well to leave them unnoticed. On the other hand, should 
there be some cause for such ill-natured criticism, he might 
change his manner or tactics. Nothing impresses a meeting 
so much as strict impartiality— e.specially the minority, the 
strength of whose opposition is often in inverse ratio to their 
numters. Above all, he should not lean overmuch to the 
popular side; a little judicious praise or approbation of the 
other side will tend to disarm and countearaet the suspicious 
and quell the incipient disorder of the opposition. At all 
events he should never allow the unpopular side to feel that 
‘ minorities must suffer.’ In fine, he must get his own way 
in the conduct of the meeting and get it, if he can, peacefully 
and without friction, making it appear that his will and that 
of the meeting are one and the same. 
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“ It is a good discipline for a cantankerous and voluble 
person to be in the chair for a period, but it may result in 
proving a greater burden than his long-suffering fellow- 
members ever dreamt of.” 

Chairman presiding at <me’s own election.— The general 
principle that a person may not preside at his own election 
would seem from the case of Forrester v. Norton, (1911) 2 
K. B. 9o3 to be still disregarded occasionally. The principle 
is really only a branch of the rule which prevents a judge or 
other person acting in a judicial capacity from deciding 
matters in which he has direct personal interest that might 
affect his impartiality as a judge. Thus, in the Bewdley Case 
{Reg. V. Ownes, 28 L. J. Q. B. 316) the mayor of the borough 
of Bewdley had presided over the election of councillors, and 
as returning officer had returned himself as one of the 
persons elected. The validity of his election having been 
questioned on a quo warranto information the Lord Chief 
Justice, Lord Campbell, in delivering judgment against him, 
said: " Upon the maxim that no man shall be judge in his 
own cause, 1 am of opinion that a returning officer cannot be 
allowed, in the election at which he presides, to return him¬ 
self.” This is not a mere peculiarity of election law, accord¬ 
ing to which the sheriff of county cannot return himself 
member of Parliament for his own country. It is said that 
the duty of the mayor is ministerial. But he has to deter¬ 
mine questions arising on the voting papers, and whether 
those who have voted have given their votes in due form 
according to the requirements of the statute; and he has to 
decide difficult and perplexing questions, which are sometimes 
brought before us. He has the opportunity of acting partially, 
and of preventing the rights of others. Therefore the 
maxim applies to the mayor. (Erie, J., added:) ‘ It is said 
that the mayor, as returning officer for a borough, has merely 
a mechanical duty to perform and cannot make a mistake; but 
experience sliows that great skill and consummate artifice are 
sometimes used at these elections for boroughs, to obtain an 
unfair result and the law expects that the mayor will with¬ 
stand these and will not allow the right performance of his 
duty to be endangered by his becoming a candidate at the 
election over which he presides.’ 

Duties and Powers. -The chairman should be well acquainted 
with the statutory rules, standing orders, or regulations of 
the body over wWch he is presiding, not unduly straining 
their interpretation, but rather sacrificing the letter to the 
spirit. His decisions must be governed and controlled by the 
statutory rules, standing orders, »>r regulations. 

The chairman ivS an integral jiart of a meeting, and apirt 
from statute or standing orders his primary duties and func¬ 
tions are:— 
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1. '‘To preserve order; and 

2. “ To take care that the proceedings are conducted in 

a proper manner; and 

3. “ That the sense of the meeting is properly ascertain¬ 

ed with regard to any question which is properly 
before the meeting.” (Chitty, J., in National 
Dwellings Society v. Sylces, [1894] 3 Ch. 159.) 

The chairman is not necessarily functus officio when he 
has declared the results of the voting {See Hickman v. Kent 
Sheepbreeders, 1920, 36 T, L. R. 528; and Cornwall V. Woods, 
1846,4 Notes of Cas. at p. 560). Before declaring that amotion 
is lost or carried a chairman has a right to have a re-count if 
he is uncertain as to who had voted for or against the motion. 
The correct view from Hickman’s case apjjoars to be that he 
is functus officio where re-count after the first declaration is 
not bona fide, i.e., in such circumstances his first declaration 
must stand. The chairman should not, it is thought, give his 
first or original vote after he has ascertained the number for 
or against the motion; he can only then give his casting vote 
if he is entitled to a casting vote'. This first vote can only be 
properly given at the same time when the other members vote. 
It is somewhat irregular for any one to vote at all after the 
result is known even though the chairman has not made his 
formal declaration. 

If the chairman leaves the meeting before the business 
is completed, apparently any business done after his departure 
is void {R. v. Duller, 1807, 8 East 389), but the appointment 
of another qualified person to occupy the chair would make 
this later business valid. In R, v. Winchester (1806, 7 East 
573) where there was no regular presiding officer at an elec¬ 
tion, it was held that the control thereof devolves at common 
law upon the electors themselves, 

Dutiks. 

1. To see that the meeting is properly constituted, i. c., 
there is a quorum of members present, and his own appoint¬ 
ment regular and in order. 

2. That all the requirements, whether of statutory 
rules, standing orders, or regulations, are duly observed. 

3. That the items of business are taken in the order 
as set out in the agenda paper, unless that order is pre¬ 
viously altered or is subsequently altered with the consent 
of the meetings. 

4. That due and sufficient opportunity is given to those 
who wish to speak to express their views on the subject 
under debate or discussion. 
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5. To allow no discussion unless there is some motion 
before the meeting. 

6. To prevent irrelevant discussion, and forbid a second 
speech on the same motion except in the ease of the proposer, 
who usually has a right to reply on the discussion. 

7. To take the sense of the meeting by putting the 
motions and amendments in proper form. Voting should be 
by show of hands in the first place, and, if demanded, a poll 
should be taken. “ The right to demand a poll being there¬ 
fore, as it appears to us, by the Common Law, an incident 
to the popular election of a person to an office, we think the 
electors cannot be deprived of it without a special custom 
of election inconsistent with such right or expressly exclud¬ 
ing it by negative terms, vis.^ that no such right exists in 
the particular parish.” Tindal, 0. J., in Cambell v. Maund, 
5 A. and E., p. 880. 


I’OWFJlfi. 

“ There is not, as far as f know, any case which has 
ever arisen to guide us in deciding how far the powers of 
a chairman extend. Public meetings must be regulated 
somehow; and where a number of persons assemble and 
put a man in the chair they devolve on him, by agreement 
the conduct of that body. They attorn to him, as it w’ere 
and give him the whole power of regulating themselves in¬ 
dividually. This is within reasonable bounds. The chair¬ 
man collects, as it were, his authority from the meeting,” 
(per Jervis, C. J., Taylor v. Nesfield; Wills on “Vestries,” p. 
29n. 

3. To preserve and maintain order. The nature and 
extent of this pow'er and duty of maintaining order cannot be 
very closely delined a priori, and must necessarily arise out 
of, and in character and extent depend upon, the events and 
emergencies which niiay from time to time arise. “ It is no 
doubt the duty of the chairman of a meeting where a large 
body of people are gathered together to do, his best to 
preserv'e order.” (Pollock, B., in Lucas v. Mason, 1874 
L. R. Ex. 251). 

2. “ To decide all emergent questions which necessarily 

require decision at the time (Selborne, L. C., In re Indian 
Zoedone Co., 1884, 26 Ch. D. at p. 77). In the exercise of 
his authority, the chairman must act bona fide, and in the 
best interests of 'the meeting. His decisions even when not 
strictly correct, will be upheld by the Court, unless there is 
evidence that some substantial injustice has arisen therefrom. 



. tSec.2^ 

In ex^parte Mcmhy (1854, 3 E. & B. 718) where a chair¬ 
man of a vestry meetir^ rejected votes which were ad¬ 
missible, but such rejection caused no difference, in the result 
the court declined to interfere; and in Shaw v. Thomson 
(1876, 3 Ch. D. 233) the court held that though the conduct 
of the chairman was erroneous and illegal, it refused to 
declare the election null and void on the ground that there 
was no evidence that the poll was improperly conducted or 
that any voter was prevented from recording his vote. 

3. To adjourn the meeting when it is impossible to main¬ 
tain order. It is said that at common law a chairman has power 
to adjourn a meeting, but the apparent authority therefor 
R. V. D’Oyly (1840, 12 Ad, and E. 139) clearly shows that 
the power of the chairman to adjourn was limited for the 
express purposes of taking a poll. Jn R. v. Wimbledon Local 
Board, 1882, fe. Q. B. D. 459, Brett, L. ,1., asked the question: 
Cannot a meeting be adjourned at Common Law? The power 
of adjournment, apart from regulations, seems to rest 
entirely with the meeting, ». c., a majority of those present, 
and not with the chairman, but such power must be exercised 
bona fide, and in the best interests of the meeting. 

4. To remove or order the removal of disorderly 
persons. If a member refuses to obey the chairman when his 
attention has been drawn to a breach of the rules, standing 
orders, etc., he should be asked by the chairman to withdraw 
from the meeting, preferably, by motion of the meeting. If 
he fails to withdraw within a reasonable time he may be 
removed by the exercise of reasonable force. If he resists 
and uses violence or commits a breach of the peace, he may 
have to answer for his conduct either civilly or criminally 
(Doyle V. Falconer, 1866, L. R., I. P. C., 328). 

5. To maintain his ruling on points of procedure. 

When a chairman deliberately rules that a certain 

amendment cannot be put, it would be improper and indecent 
for any shareholder to proceed to discuss the propriety of the 
chairman's ruling ’* [per lx)pes, L. J., Henderson x.BanJc of 
Australasia, (1890) 45 Ch. D. 350.] 

6. Generally to conduct the meeting that the business 
thereof may be facilitated and the results clearly and well 
defined. 

In the exercise of his powers the chairman must act 
bona fide and if he does, his decisions even when not strict¬ 
ly correct will be upheld by the court in the absence of 
evidence that substantial injustice has arisen therefrom. 
But if the chairman acts improj^.rly or mala fide his affected 
decisions are not binding and in a proper ease the courts 
will interfere. See Cornwall v. Woods, 4 Notes of Ecd, and 
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Mw, Cos, 555/ Reg. v. D’Oyly and others, (1840) 12 A. and E. 
139. 


Chairman’s ruling was upset by Mandamus in R. v. 
Sunderland Corporation (1911) 2 K. B. 458. 

If in fact a meeting is properly convened, the president 
has no power to dissolve it. (A, Crew’s “ Procedure at 
Meetings,” 13th Edition, pp, 19—25). 

It is the doty of a chairman to preserve order, conduct 
proceedings regularly, and take care that the sense of the 
meeting is properly ascertained with regard to any question 
before it; but he has no jwwer to stop or adjourn a meet¬ 
ing at his own will; and if he purports to do so, it is 
competent for the meeting to resolve to go on with the busi¬ 
ness for which it has been convened and to appoint another 
chairman for that object : 1927 Bora. 603; 106 I. C. 265. 

The declaration of a chairman as to the result of a poll. —It 

is not conclusive unless the rules provide it to be so: 47 
Bom. 809. See also 1927 Bom. 603. 

29. Except as otherwise provided by this Act or the rules, 
all questions which come before any meeting of a committee 
shall be decided by a majority of the votes of the members 
present, the chairman of the meeting, in case of an equality 
of votes, having second or casting vote. 

Notes. 


S. 23 of the old Act. 


Analogous Law ',— 

S. 41,' Bengal District Munici- 
p>al Act, 1884 

S. 82, Bengal Municipal Act, XV 
of 1932. 

S. 46, Behar and Ori.ssa Munici- 
ml Act, 1922. 

8.35(101, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, >925. 

Ss. 24 (2) & 26 (10), Bombay 
District Municil)al Act, III of 

1901 . . 

S. 36 (2) Bombay City Munici¬ 


pal Act, nr of 1888, 

S. 27, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

S. 61, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, III of 1923. 

8. 43, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924, 

8 34, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 18 (4), Rangoon City Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

8. 92, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
' 1916 


E.„p, „ pn,yH»l.-.?«« S. 22 of thU Act and 

s. 3 (7), Executive Officers Act, 193!. 

Question to be decided by majority.— “ As a general rule 
it m^ be stated that not only where the corporate power 


Votes 

majority 

cisive. 
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resides in a select body, as a city coaneil, but where it has been 
delegated lo a committee or to agents, then, in the absence of 
special provisions otherwise, a minority of the select body, 
or of the committee or agents are powerless to bind the 
majority or do any valid act. If all the members of the select 
body or committee, or if all the agents are assembled or if 
all have been duly notified, and the minority refuse or neglect 
to meet with the others, a majority of those present may act 
provided those present constitute a majority of the whole 
number. In other words, in such a ease, a major part of the 
whole is necessary to constitute a quorum, and a majority 
of the quorum may act. If the major part withdraw so as 
to leave no quorum, the power of the minority to act is, 
in general, considered to ec^ase. But where the duties are 
purely ministerial and not judicial, or are of such a nature as to 
exclude the idea of action as a body or board and where they 
are devolved on public officers or agents rather than on the 
agents of corporation, the rule above stated has been relaxed, 
and in some instances deemed to be wholly inapplicable. 
Where a council consisted of eighteen members, exclusive 
of the mayor, the election of a clerk by nine votes was held 
lawful and valid, the other members remaining present, 
though protesting against the method of electing and refus¬ 
ing to vote.* It was held that the legal effect of their refusal 
to vote while remaining present was an acquiescence in the 
action of those voting. So, also, a statute in reference to a 
definite body, declaring that a ** majority of those present 
at any regular meeting shall be competent ** to transact busi¬ 
ness, leaves the numter w’^hieh may form a quorum to be 
determined by the common law; that is, there must be at 
least a majority present, and such a provision, it was 
considered, did not authorize a minority of the zvhole body to 
act. So, if a board of village trustees consists of five members, 
and all, or four, are present, two can do no valid act, even 
though the others are disqualified by interest from voting, 
and therefore omit or decline to vote; their assenting to the 
measure voted for by the two will not make it valid. If 
three only were present, they would (X)nstitute a quorum, 
then the votes of two, being a majority of the quorum, would 
be valid; certainly so where the three are all competent to 
act. Dillons' Law of Municipal Corporations,’' pp, 847- 850. 

Majority of the votes of members present. —If a quorum 
is present then the major portion of those present should vote 
in favour of a particular motion before it can be regarded as 
carried. Those who refuse to vote should be counted. If 


• Nine members out of eighteen do not form a majority and 
hence under S. 28 the appointment will be illegal. 
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out of a quorum of seven, three vote in favour of a particular 
motion and two against and two refuse, then the motion is not 
carried. It must be borne in mind tliat the provision is different 
from similar provisions in some other municipal Acts which 
provide for the majority of votes of members present and 
voting. To determine whether a particular question has been 
carried or not the votes actually east for a proposal have to be 
coun^ and if such votes do not exceed half the number of 
members present whether all cast their votes or not, then the 
question should be taken as negatived. To avoid the 
difficulty experienced in cases where some of the members 
present did not vote on the question but did not leave the 
meeting the words “ and voting” have been added in some 
Acts though even in the presence of these w’ords the Bombay 
High Court in 1927 Bom. 622 held that the word majority 
meant absolute majority of all the members present. See 
(1851) 17 Q. B. 161 noted below. 

N. B. —This principle is not generally observed by muni¬ 
cipal committees and questions are sometimes decided ^ 
a majority of members present and voting and not by a ma¬ 
jority of members present. Tf in a meeting 20 memters 
were present and nine out of 20 vote for a proposition while 
eight vote against and the remaining refuse to vote, the 
proposition is WTongly taken as carried. 

Majority of members present—All members not voting.— 

By an order of the Poor Law Commissioners, regulating the 
proceedings of Guardians of the Poor in the Parish of M., 
the election of officers was to be by a majority o f guardians 
present at a meeting of the board. By Poor Law Amend¬ 
ment Act, 1849, (C. 103) S. 19, in case of equality of votes 
upon any question, at a meeting of guardians of any union 
or parish, the chairman has a second or a casting vote. 

At an election of clerk to the guardians of M. 22 guar¬ 
dians attended. On their assembling, the chairman said he 
should not vote for any candidate, but merely presided at 
the meeting as chairman. He did so and took the votes of 
which there were eleven for one candidate and ten for 
another. The former w^as declared elected and entered 
upon the office. On motion for a quo warranto : Held the 
chairman could not be considered as having for the purpose 
of the election withdrawn and such election was void as not 
having been determined by majority of guardians present, 
“ Empire Digest,’’ p. 344> para 821. (1851) 17 Q. B. 164. 

Effect of refusel to vote.— As long as the members are 
present in the council chamber and have an opportunity to 
act and vote with others they will be regarded as present 
for tihe purpose of quorum: 1926 Cal. 665. The question i? 
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to be decided by majority of those present and not by 
majority of those voting. 

Castin* vole.— In the absence of such a provision a chair¬ 
man has no second vote. The provision means that the chair¬ 
man of the meeting (person actually in the chair) has a 
casting vote, not the chairman of the council or board, if 
through absence he is not in the chair. The person in the 
chair has a vote like an ordinary member, and if on taking 
the votes, including the chairman’s ordinary or first vote, 
the v’otes are equally divided, the person in the chair has 
then the right to give a .second or casting vote. The 
casting vote may be given either on the same side as the 
ordinary or first vote, or it may be given on the opposite 
side. A chairman is not bound to give either an original 
or a easting vote. If the voting is equal and the chairman 
refuses to give a casting vote the motion is lost It is often 
the practice for the chairman always to give his easting vote 
against the motion, whichever way he has voted originally, 
or whether or not he has so voted. Blackwell’s “ Law of 
Meetings,” 7th Edition, p. 69. 

• The opinion of the local Government board was asked 
in 1908 as to the effect of this rule. The board stated that 
it would seem from the observations of the judges in Nell 
v. Longbottow, (1894) 1 Q. B. 767, that if, before the chair¬ 
man of the urban district council votes it is found that the 
votes for and against a question are equal, the vote which 
the dhairman is then entitled to give would be in the exercise 
of his right to vote as a duly qualified member of the 
council, and his right to give a second or casting vote ivould 
not in that case arise. If the chairman has voted as a 
member, and there is an equal division of votes, he would 
then, in pursuance of the above rule, as applied to the meet¬ 
ings and proceedings of urban district councils by S. 59 (1), 
Local Government Act of 1894 be entitled to give, as chair¬ 
man, a second or easting vote. 

Practice of House of Commons. - In the House of Com¬ 
mons the Speaker, while entitled to use his easting vote as 
he chooses, without assigning a reason, usually votes in such 
a manner as, if possible, not to make the decision of the 
House final (Erskine May, p. 364) ; and, in general, the 
wiser course for the chairman of an executive body is to 
follow this precedent. There is all the more reason for this 
where he has a deliberative vote as well. The chairman 
may state his reason for his vote which may be entered in 
the*minutes (Erskine May, p. 364). The chairman need not 
give his deliberative vote until he has counted the other 
votes, Nell, V. Longbottom, (l894) 1 Q. B, D. 767 ; 61 ,1. P. 
187. Muirhead’s Law of Meetings.” 
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Efimfity of vote* means equality of valid votes. If a 
chairman is doubtful as to the validity of any vote, he may 
give a contingent or hypothetical easting, vote, to come into 
effect if it be ultimately found that there is an equality of 
valid votes. Bland v. Buchanan^ (1901) 2 K. B. 75. 

Validity of votes. —The matter must be decided by a 
majority of valid votes. Votes of members disqualified from 
voting at a meeting are not to be counted. A suit for 
declaration that certain votes east in favour of a matter 
before the meeting are not valid is maintainable. 47 Bom. 
809 ; 1923 Bom. 305. 

Casting vote by drawing lots. — A ballot for the election 
of a president was taken by the chairman of the meeting. 
Both the candidates got equal votes. 

The chairman did his best to decide between the two 
candidates, and finding himself unable to draw any distinc¬ 
tion between them on merits he drew lots in order to enable 
him to give his easting vote impartially, and gave his cast¬ 
ing vote to defendant 2. Plaintiff sued to set aside the 
election of defendant 2: 

Held^ that, (1) the legislature has not in S. 36 {q)* 
of the Act in any way fettered the presiding authority as to 
the means by which he may make up his mind, whether by 
exercising his judgment, consulting a friend, spinning a 
coin, drawing lots, or otherwise, before intimating his 
preference for or enoice of one candidate or another. The 
chairman, therefore, had given a valid casting vote. 

The chairman did exercise his ju%ment in considering 
the respective merits of the two candidates, and by reason 
of their equality of merit he was entitled to assist himself 
in choosing between them by drawing lots. 

Sec. 37t (1) of the Act does not prescribe the method 
of appointment or in any way fetter the decision of the 
memters of the corporations upon this question, and so the 
regulations of 28th March 1927 are mere machinery for 
giving effect to the decision of the corporation upon that 
question, and that the regulations are intra vires. 

The giving of a vote does not necessarily involve the 
exercise of judgment at all, it involves merely the expression 
or intimation of a wish or choice. Thai wish or choice 
may indeed be actuated by judgment , but it may also be 
actuated by mere whim or caprice. The method by which the 
wish or choice is arrived at is wholly immaterial, so long as the 
person upon whom the duty of giving vote is east expresses 
or intimates his wish or choice, however arrived at. 


• Corresponds to S. 29 of P. M. Act. 
t (7/. S. 20 of Punjab Municipal Act. 
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The word “ majority ” in S. 36 (g) of the Act means 
absolute majority having regard to the fact that the words 
used are “ majority of votes of the councillors present and 
voting on that question.” Cf. 103 I. C. 759; 1927 Bom. 622. 


Rerord and 30. (1) Minutes of the proceedings at each meeting of a 

committee shall be drawn op and recorded in a book to be kept 
for the purpose, shall be signed by the chairman of the meeting 
or of the next ensuing meeting, shall be published in such 
manner as the local Government may direct, and shall, at all 
reasonable times and without charge, be open to inspection by 
any inhab tant. 

(2) A copy of every resolution passed at any meeting of 
a committee shall, within three days from the date of the 
meeting, be forwarded to the Deputy Commissioner. 

Notes. 


Section 24 of the old Act. 


Analogous Law :— 

Ss. 43 & 60, Bengal District Muni- j 
cipal Act, 1932. I 

S. 84, Bengal Municipal Act, XV j 
of 1932. 

S. 48, Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 35 (9), Bombay Municipal j 
Boroughs Act, 1925. j 

S. 26 (9) Bombay District i 

Municipal Act, III of 1901. i 

S. 36 (o), Bombay City Munici- i 
pal Act, III of 1888. 

S. 28, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

Ss. 76 & 78, Calcutta City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, Til of 1923. 


S. 41, Cantonment Act, II of 1924. 

S. 35, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

Rule 8, Schedule II, Madras City 
Municipal Act, 1919. 

Rule 9 of Schedule III, District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 18 (6), Rangoon City Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 94 & 328, United Provinces 
Municipalities Act, 1916. 

S, 25, Punjab District Board Act, 
188.3. 

English Lazo: — 

Ss. 22 (5) & 233, Municipal Cor¬ 
poration Act, 1882. 


Reports and minutes. —Minutes being prima facie evi¬ 
dence of the proceedings of meetings, are usually taken as 
accurate in legal proceedings until the contrary is proved. 
It is essential, therefore, that they should contain a full 
and accurate record of all business done, and in particular, 
the resolutions passed at meetings. The record should be 
im^rtial and above suspicion. A clear distinction should 
rigidly be drawn between a report and a minute. The 
former chiefly consists of what was said at a meeting, and 
is of the nature of opinion; its place of record is ordinarily 
the newspaper; the latter consists of what was done or 
agreed upon and its place of record is tbe minutes. Speedies 
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and arguments form the proper material of the newspaper 
report, the resolutions and decisions are the proper material 
for the minutes. 

The pages of the minute book should be numbered 
consecutively so as to prevent the removal of a page. Fre¬ 
quent alterations or mutilation of the minutes, even >^hen 
made before the chairman has signed them, necessarily give 
rise to suspicion, and any actual inaccuracy in the minutes 
is fatal to their value and usefulness. 

Contents of minutes. —The minutes of a meeting should 
be a concise and precise record of the proceedings, and most 
be:— 

(!) An exact and full account of what was actually 
agreed upon and decided, and nothing more, suffi¬ 
ciently detailed and complete, so that a member 
who was absent could fully understand and appre¬ 
ciate wffiat was done at that meeting. 

(2) Free from ambiguity and absolutely impartial. 

Contents of minutes, inter alia, should include: — 

(1) The names of the qualified members of the meet¬ 
ing who are present. Tiie occasional practice of 
including the names of paid officials should be 
avoided, though th ere is no objection to adding 
that they were ‘-in attendance.” The members 
and not the officials constitute the meeting. 

(2) Clear and full details of all contracts and 
({uestions involving financial considerations. 

(3) The exact wording of all resolutions which have 
been a(lopted, with the names of mover and secon¬ 
der (if any). 

(4) Appointment, salaries, pow’ers, and duties of 
executive officers (these should be very definite 
and explicit). 

(5) Instructions to officials and all transactions and 
orders authorised or given at the meeting. 

(6) Statements of protesting minorities should be in¬ 
cluded if demanded. 

Minutes should be, paged and carefully indexed, and 
when not in actual use should be kept in a fireproof safe. 
Where the business is of some impoi’tance, copies of the 
minutes should be circulated with the sueceechng nofiee of 
the next meeting, and this is a common and useful pracuce in 
i*egard to meotings of the more important local authonues* 
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Tke usual proeedlure as. to minutes. —It is customary for 
the minutes of a meeting to be read or, where copies of 
minutes are circulated amongst the members before the 
meeting, to be taken as read at the next meeting, and for 
the then chairman (who may not have been present at the 
previous meeting) to ascertain from the meeting whether 
they are a true and accurate report of what w'as done at the 
preceding meeti ng, and to sign them if approved, or, as it is 
usually called, “confirmed” {». e., verified but not adopted or 
ratified) by the meeting. If the minutes are challenged 
as to their accuracy, and no other challenge is permissible, 
the minutes are altered as decided by the meeting, or 
failing agreement, by a majority. No question as to the 
policy which the minutes record can be raised, either by 
debate or amendment, and any general discussion on the 
minutes would be distinctly out of order. The mayor or chair¬ 
man then makes the necessary alterations in the minutes and 
initials such corrections. He then signs the minutes. It is 
usual in such circumstances to have an amendment to the re¬ 
solution recorded in the next minutes, “That the minutes of 

_were signed as correct, ” recording the alteration in the 

minutes noted in the succeeding minxdes of the proceedings. 
There is thus a confirmation of the alterations of the minutes 
previously initialled by the chairman 

Alterations should not be ma<ie in the minutes except to 
correct obrious errors or inaccuracies as to record, and the 
latter should preferably be done only with the consent of the 
meeting at which the minutes are signed. Such alterations 
should be completed and initialled by the chairman before he 
formally signs the minutes. Any discussion on the minutes 
except as to their accuracy is out of order, but questions aris¬ 
ing out of the minutes are permissible within limits, if only 
for information and not for discussion or decision, A. Crew, 

“ Meetings of Local Authorities,” pp. 73—78. ’ 

Signing by the chairman is essential — Confirmation is not.— 

The practice and the law relating to minutes are usually not 
identical. It is commonly supposed, because it is invariably 
done, that minutes must be confirmed by a meeting and then 
signed by the chairman to make them prima facie evidence of 
the proceedings. S. 30 does not require confirmation. 
Confirmation may be provided under the standing rules under 
S. 31. 

The Municipal Act only provides that the minutes, when 
signed by the chairman, shall be received in evidence without 
further proof, but as it requires that they shall be signed at 
the same or the next ensuing meeting, it is suggested there 
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is an implication that they shall be confirmed by the meeting 
first—at all events, it is fee usual practice for the meeting to 
confirm them first before the mayor or chairman signs them. 

In short, confirmation of the nunutes by a meeting, 
though eminently desirable, is not legally essential, and if they 
are merely signed by the chairman, they are prima facie evi¬ 
dence of the proceedings. Where the rules pro\1de for such 
confirmation the word “ confirm ” “ sometimes means merely 
verify; it is commonly used in that sense at the meetings of 
public bodies who confirm the minutes of their last meeting, 
not meaning thereby that they give them force, but merely 
that they declare them accurate;” Campbell, C. J., in i?. z/. 
Mayor of York (1853, 1 E & B., at p. 594). Hence, a member 
of a local authority does not make himself responsible for an 
act done at a meeting at which he was not present, and which 
is complete without further confirmation, merely by voting 
at a subsequent meeting for the confirmation of the minutes: 
Burton V. Bcvan (1908, 2 Ch. 240), following Re Lands Allot¬ 
ment Co. (1894, 1 Ch. 616). And it is suggested that if the 
minutes are signed by “ the chairman of the next succeeding 
meeting,” who was not present at “ the meeting at \vhich the 
proeeefengs w'erc had,” he is not thereby made responsible 
for what w^as done at such pre\inus meeting, provided the 
minutes were duly confirmed by the meeting at w'hich he 
signed them. 

The. confirmation of the minutes by a meeting, there¬ 
fore, merely verifies their accuracy; it does not necessarily 
mean that such minutes are adopted, or that the resolutions 
therein are confirmed or ratified by the meeting. 

The importance of the accuracy and safe keeping of the 
minutes cannot be over-estimated. They are usually the only 
evidence available of the proceedings of a meeting. Removal 
or mutilation of pages of a minute. Book, or alteratitms there¬ 
in, necessarily gives rise to suspicion of bad faith, and as 
minutes are constantly referred to in legal proceedings, they 
must be, like (yaesar’s wfife, entirely above suspicion, other¬ 
wise they arc useless. 

Minutes must never be altered after being signed by Chair* 

man. —Minutes, once made and signed, should never after¬ 
wards be altered or corrected in any circumstances. In Re 
Cawley & Co. (1889, 42 Ch. D., at p. 226) Esher, M. R., 
said: “ Minutes of board meetings are kept in order that the 
shareholders of tlie company may know exactly what their 
directors have been doing, wfey it was done, and when it 
was done; and any shareholder, looking at these minutes as 
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they now stand, would suppose the dates were agreed upon 
at the meeting and were lilled in, whereas, in truth, no 
dates were agreed on by the directors at all. The dates 
formed no part of the resolution, and yet here is the entry 
made as if they formed part of the resolution, then passed. 
I shall never again see or hear of the secretary of a com¬ 
pany, whether under superior directions or otherwise, alter¬ 
ing minutes of meetings, either by striking out anything or 
adding anything. The proper mode of fixing the dates 
would have been by resolution, and then entering the reso¬ 
lution on the minutes.” Orew’s ‘ Meetings of Local 
Authorities,’ pp. 73 — 80. 

Minutes are prima facie evidence of the proceedings of a 
meeting. —In Re Indian Zoedone Cio. (1884, 26 Ch. D., at p. 
77) Selborne, L. C., said: “ The minutes in the books are to 
be received, not as conclusive, but as pHma facie evidence 
of resolutions and proceedings at general meetings; and 
also it may be added, and, I think, correctly, that in as much 
as the chairman who presides at such meetings, and has to 
receive the poll and declare its result, has prima facie 
authority to decide all emergent questions which necessari¬ 
ly require decision at the time, his decision of these 
questions will naturally govei-n the entry of the minutes 
in the books; and though in no sense conclusive, it throws 
the burden of proof upon the other side, who may say, 
contrary to the entry in the Minute Book, following the 
decision of the chairman, that the result of the poll was 
different from that there recorded.” Ibid. 

Proof of procedings. — S. 78, Cl. (5) of the Evidence 
Act provides that the proceedings of municipal bodies in 
British India may be proved by a copy of such proceedings 
certified by the legal keeper thereof or by a printed book 
purporting to be published by the authbrity of such body. 
Record of proceedings of committees are public documents 
within S. 74 of Evidence Act. 19 All. 293 ; 30 I. C. 643,1923 
Cal. 675; 73 I. C.506. 

Minutes are not only evidence of the proceedings of the 
meeting, and may be contradicted by other evidence: 
Tothill’s case (1865, L. R. 1 Ch. 85), “ As they were 
directors, the minute is admissible against them; but none 
the less does other evidence appear admissible though the 
existence of the minute is a circumstance to be considered 
in judging of its weightStirling, ,J., in Re Pyle works. 
No. 2 (1891,1 Ch. 184). An unrecorded resolution may be 
proved aliunde {ue., from another place or person): Knight's 
case (1867, L. R. 2 Ch. 321), fol’owed in Re Fire-proof Doors, 
Lid. (1916, 2 Ch. 142). 
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Pr«MiinptHMi failing tninntes.—In Re Provident Assurance 
Society (18^, 1 De G. J.& S., atp. 509) Westbury, L. C., 
said; It was the duty of the company to keep exact and 
accurate minutes of what look place at their general meet¬ 
ings, and that if those minutes are not forthcoming it must 
be assumed as against the company that whatever the 
directors ought to have brought forward at that general 
meeting, whatever then ought in confirmity with the antece¬ 
dent proceedings of the directors to have been submitted 
to the shareholders, that was actually so submitted.” And 
Kekewich, J., in Re Liverpool Household Stores Association 
(1890,59 L. J. Ch. 616, at p. 618), said: “ 1 hold that directors 
ought to place on record, either in formal minutes or other¬ 
wise, the purp()rt and effect of their deliberations and con¬ 
clusions; and if they do this insufficiently or inaccurately 
they cannot reasonably complain of inferences different 
from those which they allege to be right.” 

Publication. — See P. G. Notification No. 13981 of 16th 
July 1918. The notification lays down the following manner 
of the publication of the minute: — 

An abstract of the minutes of each meeting of a com¬ 
mittee shall be affixed in some consipieuous spot accessible 
to the public at the place of meeting of the committee and 
a copy of such abstract shall be supplied to the manager of 
every newspaper which is published within the limits of the 
district in which the municipality is situated. 

There is no obligation get these proceedings printed. 

31. (1) Every committee may, from time to time, and shall 

if so required by local Government, provide by bye-laws consis¬ 
tent with this Act and with the rules for 

(a) the time and place of its meeting ; 

(2^) the manner in which notice of ordinary and special 
meetings and adjourned meetings shall be given ; 

(c) the quorum necessary for the transaction of business 
at ordinary meetings ; 

{^d) the conduct of proceedings at meetings and the 
adjournment of meetings ; 

(c) the custody of the common seal and the purposes for 
which it shall be used ; 

(/) the appointment of sub-committees and their duties, 
the division of duties aunong the members of the 
committee and the powers to be exercised by such 
members as are primarily responsible tot the current 
executive administration, whether presidents, vice- 
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presidknU, members of sub-commitlees w mdividiial 
members ; 

{g) the persons by whom receipts shall be granted on 
behalf of the committee for money received under 
this Act ; 

iffy) Ibe conditions on which registers, documents^ maps 
and plans of the committee may be inspected by the 
public, and copies of them supplied, and the fees 
payable for such inspection or for the supply of such 
copies; 

(//) the appointment, duties, executive powers, leave, 
suspension and and removal of its officers and ser* 
vants ; 

(f‘) the term for which a vice-president shall hold office ; 

(;) appeal from executive orders of sub-committees, the 
president, vice-president, members, officers and ser¬ 
vants of the committee ; and 

{k) all other similar matters. 

(2) No bye-law made under clause (c) or clause (d) or 
clause (/) of sub section (1) shall take effect until it has been 
approved by the local Government. 

(3) Every bye-law made under this section shall be pub¬ 
lished in such manner as the local Government may direct. 

Notes. 


, S. 25 of old Act. The wording; of sub-elause (/) has 
been altered, and sub-elause (;) is new. 


Analogous Lazv: — 

S- 351-A, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, TTl of 1884 

Ss; 75, 91, 86 & 89, Bengal 

Municipal Act, 1932. 

Ss. 42, 240 (1), 49 & 52, Behar 
and Orissa Municipal Act, 

1922, 

Ss. 58, 39 & 38, Bombay Munici¬ 
pal Borough>s Act, 1925. 

Ss 26 (3), 27 (1), 29 & 46, 
Bombay District Municipal 
Act, III of 1901. 

Ss. "36 & 38, Bombay City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, lU of 1888. 

Ss. 30 & 46 (20), Burma Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1898. 

S.?. 60 & 66, Calcutta City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, m of 1923. 


S.s -4, 27, 36 & 86. Central 
Provinces Mtinicipal Act, II 
of 1922. 

S. 31, Madra.s City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S.s. 25 & 74, Madras District 
Mnnicij)al Act, V of 1920. 

S.s. 6, .306 (1) (2), 285 (18), 
Rangoon City Municipal Act, 
1922. 

Ss. 5], 106, 107 & 108, 297 a, 
b, c, d U. P. Municipalities 
Act, 1916. 

S 26, Punjab District Board 
Act, 1883. 

English Law.— 

S. 200, Public Health Act, 1875. 

S. 77, Municipal Corporation 
Act, 1882, 
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Recent dbenges. —By S. 13 (a) of the Punjab Amend¬ 
ment Act, III of 1933, sub-section (1) has been substituted 
for the old sub-section inserting the words in italics for 
" make ” and substituting “ for ” for “ as to ” and sub-clause 
(ff&) has been added. 

In sub-section 2 the words in italics have been inserted 
by S. 13 (&) of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933. 
The Amendment empowers local Government to compel 
committees to make bye-laws under S. 31. 

Time and place of meeting. — Place is generally the Town 
Hall or other building where meetings of the committees are 
generally held. If the meeting is not held in the Town Hall 
or visual place of meeting, the place should be indicated. 

Clause (b). -The form, mode of issuing and serving and 
other details of notices for meetings are usually presented 
under the rules made under this clause. 

Subject to the Statute and/or Standing Orders governing 
any particular meeting, the following are the general princi¬ 
ples of law affecting notices of meetings. 

The first essential in regard to meetings is that the proper 
persons should have met to consider if the meeting should be 
called, i.e., the meeting must be pn'perly authorised and con¬ 
vened, otherwise the resolutions passed thereat are not 
valid: In re State of Wyomiiu/ Syndicate (1901, 2 Ch. 431). 

As regards meetings of local authorities, Statute and/or 
Standing Orders provide who shall convene a meeting, e.fi., 
S. 25 of the Act. 

The following points enumerated by Albert Crew in 
his book on “ Meetings of Local Authorities," 13th Edition 
as re^rds validity or otherwise of notices are quoted here 
for guidance of committees: — 

Notice of Meetings. 

The meeting may concern only an elected or selected 
class of people, in which c^se due and adequate notice must be 
given to each member entitled to be bcesent in strict accordance 
with the standing (Orders or i*ules of the body, organisation, 
or society affected, and such notice must be issued by the 
proper officer, person, or authority. Where no deiinite notice 
is required by the rules, a reasonable notice must be given 
which will enable those whose duty it is to attend to have tlie 
opportunity of attending. 

1. Want of notice in such cases may affect the validity of a 
meeting, and a notice must be given to every person entitled /o 
attend. The omission to summon one member to a corporate 
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meeting avoids the act of that meeting (R. v. Shrewsbury, 
1735, cases. Lee, temp. Hardwicke 147), 1 am of the same 

opinion no justification of an assault had been made out, 
on the ground that the meeting was not a select vestry duly 
assembled] .... The question i.s whether the allega¬ 
tion that the defendants were duly assembled as a select 
vestry has been made out. As they were assembled not on 
the general day of meeting, but on a particular day and for 
a special purpose, they should have proved the notice, with¬ 
out which they could not be assembled as a vestry. The sort 
of notice is not material; but some notice should have been 
shown, and it is admitted that one of them received none” 
(Bosanquet, J., in Dobson v. Fussy, 1831, 7 Bing., p. 311.) 

Where a certain act is to done by a particular body all 
the members entitled to attend must be summoned if they 
are within a reasonable summoning distance, and the omission 
to summon any one so entitled will invalidate the proceed¬ 
ings unless all reasonable in'iuiries have been made and he 
cannot be found. (Smyth v. Parley, 1849, 2 H. L. O. 789.) 
Where a person is beyond summoning distance the empty 
form need not be gone through of sending notice to him, and 
in Young v. Ladies’ 'Imperial Club, 192d, 36 T. L. R. 392, 
the Master of the Rolls was inclined to the opinion that the 
same rule would apply in the ease of a member who w’as so 
ill as to be unable on that ground to appear, but except in 
these cases there is an obligation to send a notice to each 
member of the committee, and failure to do so, renders 
invalid any resolutions j)assed by such a committee, so that a 
person who agreed to allow her name to appear on the list of 
members of a committee but had intimated that sh(i w'ould lx* 
unable to attend any of the meetings, is a summonalile person, 
and a notice must be sent to her, otherwise, any resolutions 
of such a committee will be invalid. A memIjer of a com¬ 
mittee has certain duties to perform as well as privileges to 
enjoy, and it may ■well be that a person joining a club does 
so on the faith of the particular member of a committee dis¬ 
charging the duties attaching to the office. 

A public body entrusted with the jierformance of a public 
duty cannot hold an extraordinary meeting unless all the 
members be summoned w^ho can be summoned, or the unsum¬ 
moned members are actually present at such meeting. The 
proceeding at a meeting at which any individual is not present 
who might have teen summoned and was not summoned, are 
void, though the omission be accidental, or though the indi¬ 
vidual has given a general notice that he wishes not to be 
summoned (Rejir v. Langhorne, 1836, 6 N. & M, 203). 
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2. Want of notice or an improper notice may nnllify the acts 
done at a meeting of this kind. -The notice convening the meet¬ 
ing should contain sufficient description of the important 
business which the meeting is to transact, and the meeting 
cannot in ordinary cases go outside the business mentioned 
in that notice {Longfield Paris Council V. Wright, 1918, 8S 
L. J. Ch. 119), “ In my opinion what was done was wrong: 
first, because there was no proper notice given to a person wno 
ought to have had notice .... and, secondly, because an¬ 
other gentleman was present who ought not to have been”: 
(North, J., in Lane Norman, \%^X, 66 L. T., p. 86). The 
object of requiring a pro{)er notice of the purposes for which 
the meeting is to be held, is to enable a member to exercise 
his own judgment as to whether he will attend or not. A 
notice may be good in part and bad in part, and it is not 
wholly invalid because it extends to something which cannot 
be done at the meeting; {Cleve v. Financial Corporation, 1873, 
L. R. 16 Eq. 363). 

,3. Insufficient notice of purpose of meeting may affect the 
validity of resolutions passed thereat. —Undoubtedly it was the 
intention of the legislature in'framing this Statute to provide 
that due information should be given to all the parishioners 
of the special puri)Ose for which their attendance is required. 
.... As to the second part of the resolution—the making 
a rate for the general expenses of the parish—we are all 
clearly of opinion that the notice was wholly insufficient for 
that purpose [i.e., because the notice did not clearly apprise the 
parishioners of the special purposes for which the meeting was 
called] and that the provisions of the Statute have not been 
complied with”: {j>er Dr. Lushington, in Smith Deighton 
and Billington, 185'i, S Moore P. C. 187). “ If the circular 
convening that meeting had stated the specific object for 
which it was to be held, 1 do not deny that the resolution 
may have been within the. scope of^its authority”: (St. 
Leonards, L C., in Lawes’s Case, 185-, 1 Do G. M. & G., 
p. 421). In Young y. Ladies’imperial C/«J> [(1920) 36 T.L.R. 
392] it was held that as the notice of a meeting did not state 
the object of the meeting with sufficient particularity it was 
invalid, and consequently the proceedings of that meeting 
were likewise invalidated. See R. v. Corporation of Dublin 
(1911, 2 Ir. R. -AS); R. v. Macdonald (1913, 2 Ir. R. 55). 

4. Waiver of But if all the members are present 

without notice of a resolution, and none object to the inform¬ 
ality want of notice will be excused, and the proceedings 
cannot afterwards be invalidated on that ground {Machell v. 
Nevinson, 1809,11 East, 8i»). See also in Oxted Motor 
Company, 1921, 3 K. B» 22. 
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5. Notices‘must be faMy explicit and clear to ordinary 
wturfj.—They must be frank, open, clear, satisfactory, and 
free from “ trickiness ’’ {Kaye v. Croydon Tramways, j898, 
1 Ch. 338).—“The Court does not scrutinise these notices 
with a vie\y to exercise criticism, or to find out defects, but it 
looks at them fairly. 1 think the question may be put in this 
form; What is the meaning which this notice would fairly 
carry to ordinary minds ? That, 1 think, is a reasonable test.*' 
(Chitty, J., in Henderson v. Bank of Australasia. 1890, 45 Ch. 
D., 330). 

6. Notice of special business should be very explicit, and 
give the fullest information relating to the matters for considera¬ 
tion or decision.—WhQn 3i. meeting is summoned for special 
business, no other business should be transacted except that 
of which due and adequate notice has been given, although, 
in general, what is known as ordinary business (if included 
in the agenda paper of which due notice has been given) 
may be transacted at any meeting of a recognised corporate 
body. There are generally some regulations as to the calling 
of special meetings, or the transaction of special business, 
which invariably provide that a certain time must elapse 
before such meeting or business can be held or transacted. 
In some eases special business can only be transacted at 
specified meetings. 

7. In giving notice of a meeting it is necessary to give in 
detail the following particulars: place, date, day, and time of 
meeting. If one meeting is to be held immediately after 
another it is desirable to fix the time of the second meeting 
when it is thought the first meeting will end, adding the 
alternative “ or at the rising of the (previous) meeting.” 

8 . A member of a corporation or other body zvho has properly 
received a notice convening a meeting thereof has a right to 
attend and to take part in the proceedings. —In pracUce there 
is no difficulty as to this rule, but it may \vell be that 
in the case of a limited or statutory company or meeting of 
creditors where th(' members entitled to attend may 
conceivably number some thousands, a serious practical diffi¬ 
culty might arise when a large majority desired to be 
present; the common law rule seems to be that all persons 
properly entitled to attend have the right to attend and take 
part in the proceedings. The omission to summon one 
member a corporate meeting avoids the acts of the meeting 
(R.y, Shrewsbury, 17.35, cases Lee. temp. Hardwicke., 147). In 
R. V. Hill (1825, 4 B. & C. 426) the principle was laid down 
that in the absence of any specific day fixed by charter or 
law, it is essential that notice of the meeting arid of the 
bumness to be transacted there should be given to all persons 



entitled to attend, and that it should be a reasonable notice 
and given at a reasonable time before the meeting. 

A suggestion was made when the majority of the 
councillors of the borough of Poplar was committed to prison 
for contempt of court, that being a majority they could 
carry on the business of the council. Apart from the pro¬ 
visions of the Municipal Corix)rations Act, 1882, a majority 
cannot validly hold a meeting unless every member is pro¬ 
perly summoned and given an opi)ortunity to attend. A 
majority cannot bind a whole cori>oration if a minority is 
deprived of its right of attending the meeting, e. g,, holding a 
meeting to which it has not reasonable access or where the 
place of meeting is so inconvenient or small that it is 
physically impossible to be present. Every corporate act 
must be done at a meeting properly convened, properly con¬ 
stituted, and properly held at the usual place of meeting at 
which every member* has the right to attend. 

9. Absence, beyond summoning distance (or possibly serious 
illness), of a person entitled to attend a meeting is a good reason 
for not summoning a member.— The election being by a definite 
body on a day oir which, till summons, tire electors had no 
notice, they were all entitled to be specially summoned, and 
if there was any omission to summon airy one of them, unless 
they all happened to be present, or unless those not sum¬ 
moned were beyond summoning distance (as, for instance, 
abroad), there could not be a good electoral assembly, and 
even a unanimous election by those who did attend would be 
void": (‘Campbell, C. J., in Smyth v. Darley, 1849, 2 H. L. C. 
789, at p. 803). 

In re Portuguese Copper Mines (1889, 42 Ch. D. 160), a 
director of a company, on being told a meeting would be 
held next Aveek said, “ I cannot be there.” It was held that 
this could not be relied on as a waiver of his right to notice, 
and as no notice was sent to him the meeting was declared 
invalid. “ Perhaps if a member were at such a distance that 
it would be absolutely impossible for* hirii to attend, then 
the secretary might be excused from sending a notice to him 
and the meeting would be properly convened. Possibly the 
same exception might hold good when a member was so 
dangerously ill that he could not be moved”: (Sterndale, 
M. R., in Young V. Ladies Imperial Club, 1920, 36 T.L.R. 392. 

It is desirable to send notices of meetings to all members 
in all circumstances, even to those who may be abroad, since 
it enables them to be kept fully informed of what is being 
done at meetings of bodies of which, they are members. 

10. Adjourned meetings.— K meeti^ at co^on law may 
be adjourned to complete unfinished business, and in such eases 
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no summons of such adjourned meeting need be given, but 
no fresh business which may casually arise can be transacted 
at this adjourned meeting unless proper notice and summons 
have been issued (i?. v. Crimshaw, 1847,11 Jur, 965). 

11. Any other business .— Where notice is given of a 
meeting of a corporation for one particular business only, 
the body cannot go on to other business unless the whole 
body is met and it is done by consent {R. v. Wake, 1782, 1 
Barn. K. B. 80). General business of a formal or unimport¬ 
ant character may be transacted without notice under the 
heading of other business, provided no one present objects. If 
such business involves the expenditure of money it is probable 
that the persons present may be personally liable therefor 
should a subsequent meeting refuse to ratify their acts. 

12. Notice sent but not received through neglect of member. 

—In James v. Chartered Accountants (Institute), 1907, 98 

L. T., 225, it was held that a notice posted to the registered 
address of a member proposed to be expelled was sufficient, 
thoi^h, having changed his address, he never actually 
received it and it had ^en returned through the Dead Letter 
Office, the member having neglected to notify his change of 
address. 

13. Clear days’ notice and Sundays .— Where the rules 
specified a fortnight’s notice, a notice sent on the Ist of 
November for a meeting to be held on the 14th November 
was declared invalid in Lahouchere v. Wharncliffg, 1879, 13 Ch. 
D. 346; at p. 354. In the absence of special provision the 
number of days must be clear,” *.c., exclusive of the day of 
service and the day on which the meeting is held. 

“ Pour clear days ” means days exclusive of the day of 
service and of meeting: e.g. a meeting, four clear days’ 
notice of which was issued on the 20th inst., could not be 
held before the 25th inst, (Mercantile Co. v. Internatiowl 
Co. of Mexico, 1893, 1 Ch. 484«). In Lawford v. Davies 
(1878, 4 P. D. 61) it was held that 1st July 4 a.m. to 21st 
July 12 noon was only twenty days; and in R. v. Middlesex 
Justice (1843, 12 L. J., M. C. 59) where the Turnpike Act, 
1823, required that notice of appeal should be served wdthin 
six days and the last day of the six days w’as a Sunday, it 
was held that notice on the Monday following was too late, 
and that the service of such notice upon a Sunday would 
not be a good notice. And see R. v. Aberdare Canal Co. 
(1850, 14 Q. B. 854). 

When the period within which an act or proceeding is 
directs does, not exceed seven days, Sundays, Cnristmas Day, 
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public feasts or fasts, are not to be reckoned in the compu¬ 
tation; but see ex-parie Simpkin (1859, 29 L. J. M. C. 23) 
where Sunday was included in a two days' notice. But seven 
days at least would include Sundays, &c.; Sundays are usually 
included in calculating days of notice, except where there is 
statutory provision to the contrary (R. v. Middlesex J, J., 
1843.12 L. J., M. C. 59 six days' notice). Sundays are, how¬ 
ever, usually excluded in any notice for a period of less than 
seven days (Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, S. 230). Clear 
days means a time within which an act is to be done, e.g., to 
do an act within fourteen days, i.e., it must )je done before the 
fourteenth day, or may mean an interval to elapse before an 
act can be done, e.g., to do an act after fourteen days, fourteen 
days must be included in the interval. 

Where an act is required by Statute to be done so many 
days at least before a given event, the time must be reckoned, 
excluding both the day of the act and that of the event, i.e., 
excluding the day of service and the day of the meeting {R. 
V. Shropshire Justices, 1838, 8 A. &E.173; Norton v. Town 
Clerk of Salisbury, 1846, 4 C. B. 32; Young v. Hiagon, 1840, 
M.&W. 49; Blunt y. Heslop, 1838, 8 A. & E. 577; Peacock 
V. Reg., 1858, 27 L. J. C. P., 224). In Lanes &■ Yorks, R. 
Co. V. Swann (1916,1 K. B. 263) Sunday was excluded in a 
48-hour notice. 

The Agenda. —Business cannot be discussed of which no 
notice is given and which is therefore not on the agenda, 
unless such business is of a purely informal nature. In the 
case of the King v. The Corporation of Dublin"^ a special meet¬ 
ing of the corporation was summoned on a requisition of 
seven ratepayers to consider the question of unemployment 
in the city arid see what means could be adopted to alleviate 
it. At the meeting a resolution was passed authorizing the 
city treasurer to arrange for 0,000 to be expended on use¬ 
ful works for the alle\iation of unemployment. It was held 
that the notice of the meeting was insufficient to enable the 
meeting to pass such a resolution. The reason for this rule 
was clearly stated by Peterson, J. ;— 

«It may be that a very important question is going to 
be considered at the meeting; it may be on the other hand, 
that the only business is purely forinal, paying some trades 
man or something of that description. In the one case, the 
members would attend in force and in the. other case, as it 


• [1911] 2 Ir. R. 245, and see It v. Mordonild [1913J 2 1. R. 55. 
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was a mere matter of form, the members would not attend 
beyond the necessary quorum. Accordingly, in my view, I 
think these regulations do require that the notice convening 
the meeting should contain sufficient description of the 
important business which the meeting is to transact, and that 
the meeting cannot in ordinary circumstances go outside the 
business mentioned in that notice.”* 

On the other hatid, the chairman has no right to veto 
discussion upon a matter expressly mentioned in the notice 
convening the meeting ; a mandamus will lie if he refuses 
discussion of such a question.! 

Some of the business rules provide that any matter 
not on the agenda may be taken up in a meeting with 
the consent of the members present. This rule makes 
no exception to the ease of adjourned meetings. The 
rule in my opinion so far as it regulates the proceedings of 
an adjourned meeting is against the express provisions of 
S. 27. Even in the case of other meetings the rule is 
against the princijjle underlying the procedure of meetings 
of public bodies. The principle is that no business should be 
transacted at such meetings before notice to alt members and 
without notice of the business to be transacted at a meeting. 
When all the memtx'rs are present the rule would not be 
objectionable, otherwise that rule gives a handle to interested 
persons to consider matters w’hich probably would not bear 
close scrutiny of the house if all had notice of the matter. 

Scope of bye-laws under S. 31. —The bye-laws do not 
expressly provide that if a notice ol' a meeting is not issued 
in accordance with the rule prescribed or that, if the margin 
of time is less than that prescribed the meeting convened in 
these circumstances or the acts done at the meeting shall be 
void. Such defects are negligible under S. 37. 

Provisions as to service of notice are not mandatory. —The 

intention of the legislature should hv. construed as mandatory 
if the aim and object of the statute would be clearly defeated 
if the direction to do a thing in a particular manner is not 
strictly observed. 

Where the prescription of an Act relates to the perfor¬ 
mance of a duty by a public officer the breach of such pres¬ 
cription, when it does not cause any real injustice, does not 
invalidate the act done under the Act and therefore such pres¬ 
criptions are merely directory. 1930 Oudh 434. 


• Lmififield Pminh Cornell v. Wright, (1928) 88 L. J. (Ch.) 119, 
16 L. G. R. 865 

i R. V. Marylebom Licemmg Jitsthen, 46, L. J. Jo. 133. 
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S. 214 has no reference to a notice prescribed by a 
regulation framed in exercise of a power conferred by S. 31 
but tile section embodies the general intention of the" legisla¬ 
ture in the matter of a notice in regard to act sanctioned by 
the Act. 

Where any notice issued under any section of this Act 
or under any rule or bye-law requires an act to be done for 
which no time is fixed by such section or rule or bye-law, the 
notice shall specify a reasonable time for doing the same; 
and it shall rest with the Court to determine whether the 
time so specified was a reasonable time within the meaning 
of this section. ” 

It is true that the section quoted above has no reference 
to a notice prescribed by a regulation framed in exercise of 
power conferred by S. 31, but there is equally no 
doubt that the section embodies the general intention of the 
le^slature in the matter of a notice in regard to acts 
sanctioned by the Act. Convening of a meeting is clearly 
an act sanctioned by the provisions of Ss. 25 & 31 of the same 
Act. The test therefore is whether the margin of time 
available to the plaintiff between the date of the service of 
the notice and the date of the meeting was reasonable or not. 
This being the true nature of the question it follows that the 
regulation in this behalf did not intend that the limit of 
seven days should be mandatory. 

If reasonable time is allowed to the person on whom the 
notice is served for the purpose of doing the act re juired of 
him by the notice, and if the notice has been served in one of 
the modes prescribed by the Act, the intention of the 
legislature is satisfied: 28 Bom. 66; 7 Bom. 399 and 21 All. 
348, Dist. 1930 Oudh 434. 

Contents of agenda.— The following notes on the contents 
of the agenda paper are reproduced from Crew^’s “ Procedure 
at Meetings ’’ for guidance of committees :— 

The onler and nature of business to be transacted at a 
meeting is stated on an agende paper, more familiarly called 
“ the agenda.” It should, as a rule, be circulated with the 
Notice to the members who are entitled to be present at a 
meeting and offen the Notice and Agenda form one document. 

The agenda should follow some common form, varying 
with the meeting and the business to be transacted. 

Agendas are often drawn up in the following order: — 

1. Appointment of chairman (if there is no regular 
chairman). 
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2. Verification of tbe correctness of the minutes of the 
previous meeting (usually called confirmation of 
minutes). 

3. Correspondence (a precis of ordinary and routine 
letters; important letters in full). 

4. Reports of committees and/or officers’ (reports should 
given in extenso), 

5. Finance (consideration of accounts and financial 
questions). 

6. Any special business (the nature of which should 
be specifically and explicitly stated). 

7. Motions (of which due notice has been given). 

8. General business. 

Under general business an opportunity may be taken to 
deal with any minor nutters which could not conveniently 
be deferred. If there is any opposition to such a course 
in relation to any particular piece of business, it should be 
adjourned so that full notice of the matter might lx; given. 

In preparing the agenda, care should Ixi taken to include 
therein all the business to be transacted, with sufficient 
detail to enable the members to grasp what it means. 

An agenda should l)e clear and explicit, free from 
ambiguity, informative, and in a summary form. 

It should enable the members to ascertain what matters 
will be discussed, and, if circulated beforehand, gives them 
an opportunity of forming some opinion as to the course 
which they will adopt at the meeting. A ))roperly drawn-up 
agenda prevents many questions being put to the chair, 
• considerably shortens a meeting, and hcl})s to gid the sense 
of the meeting in an intelligent and ex])editious manner. 
Further, a well arranged agenda ])revents much confusion 
and irritation through members speaking on insufficient facts. 
It is generally advlsalffe to consult the chairman of the 
meeting in preparing the agenda. 

If ordinary routine business is being transacted, notes 
of the decisions arrh'ed at may be made on the agenda, 
particularly when a wi<ie margin or space is left for that 
purpose; but it is generally advisable to have a rough minute 
book, so that, when necessary, a detailed and more correct 
record of the proceedings might be taken. 

The agenda should be filed and kept for reference, and, 
if bound, should form a separate volume, and not be placed 
with the minutes. 
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Clame (c). — See notes under S. 27. 

Clause (d).— Under this head rules are prescribed how 
the proceedings are conducted; how the motions are moved 
and discussed; how amendments are proposed and discussed. 
The rules on the subject follow definite lines which are 
almost common in all the bye-laws made by various com¬ 
mittees. The following summary of the rules for meetings 
given by Blackwell in his “ Law of Meetings is reproduced 
here and may be taken as a model of such rules. The rules of 
municipal committees in conflict with any of these rules 
will have to be given effect to. It will be noticed that the 
rules of the various committees are framed somewhat on 
these lines: — 

1. If at the appointed hour there be a sufficient number 
present to make a meeting, the. person (if any) tmtitled 
should take the chair, but if there be ni> such person present, 
then a chairman for that meeting should be chosen by those 
present. 

2. The general authority of the chairman to manage 
and control the n\('.eting should be loyally respected, and a 
person, even if speaking, or desiring to speak, should sit 
down if the chairman rises to say anything. 

3. On taking tlie chair, the chairman should call for 
order and cause the notice convening the meeting to be 
read, or himself briefly state the object of the meeting. 

4. The chairnian should himself read or cause to be 
read letters of apology for non-attendance and other corres¬ 
pondence. 

5. The minutes (if any) of the last meeting (if any) 
should be read and ]iut to the meeting for confirmation, and 
signed by the chairman, who puts the motion for eonfirma- 
ti<)n to tiie metding. 

Note. — .'Vo discussion on minutes should be allowed, except as to 
whether they are or not a correct record of what took place at the 
meeting in questhm. 

6. If no special resolution to vary the order of proceed¬ 
ing bt^ passed, the rest of the bnsi ness should be transacted, 
subject to statutory directions, in the order in which it occurs 
in the agenda paper, but an amendment should, irrespective 
of its position on the agenda paper, be taken during the 
discussion of the question it proposes to amend. 

7. Every principal motion should be relevant to some 
part of the business which the meeting has met to transaci^. 
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should be written or printed, and signed by the mover. If 
not seconded, it does not become a question and cannot be 
debated, and the next business should be called on. But if 
duly seconded such motion becomes a question which the 
chairman should propose to the meeting for discussion, and, 
failing or after disctission, put for decision. 

Note. —The chairman should not veto discussion upon a matter 
expressly mentioned in the notice convening the meeting, otherwise 
mandamus may be obtained, as in Rer. v. Maryleboae Licensing 
JusUceSf Times-, April 5, 1922 ; 46 L. J. Jo. 133. 

8. To enable the chairman to decide upon its relevancy 
or propriety, every amendment, whetlier of the origin^ 
question or of another amendment, should be in writing and 
signed by the. mover. It should be in order, relevant to, and 
show its etfeet upon, the question or amendment it proposes 
to amend. It should be moved and seconded, and then be¬ 
comes a distinct question, which should be put to the meeting 
afterwards for decision. 1 f there are several amendments 
of one question, they should be called on in the order in 
which they affect that question. No amendment may be 
moved respecting a question, or part of a question, already 
accepted by the meeting. 

Note. —The observance of these rules must not be insisted ujx>n 
too strictly. For example, in re Horhury Bridge Co'd & •. C.J., 
(1879) 11 Ch. D. 109, the api>eUants tcx^k the point that the amend¬ 

ments was not seonded. Ijf)rd .Justice .James asked: “ If tliere was 
any law of the land that at a meeting of shareholders a motion cannot 
be put unless it is secondetl? I am not aware of any. No doubt 
-it is the practice of the House of Commons.” Sir Geo•'ge Jessel, 
M. R.; “And that practice is commonly followed at meetings.” 
Osborne Morgan Q. V. amicus curiae; “ In the House of Commons 
every motion does not require to be seconded, and an amendment does 
not.^’ Jesseu, M. U.: “ I think theobjection that the amendment 

was not seconded cannot prevail, it being admitted that it was put 
and voted upon.” The apjjellants then tO(.>k the ftirther point that 
there was no proposer, but l/inl Justice .James said, “ Tn my opinion 
if the chairman put the question without its having been proposed 
or seconded by a body, that would lie perfectly good.” 

9. The Formal Motions, vis., " the Previous Question,'’ 
“ that the meeting proceed to the Next Business, ' "Adjourn¬ 
ment,” and the " Closure ” need not be in writing, but must 
be moved and seconded and put to the meeting, upon which 
they become distinct questions It is, speaking generally, 
for the chairman to accept or not to accept the closure. The 
Previous Question may not be moved when an amendment 
is under discussion, but the other formal motions should not 
supervene one upon another, and if any discussion be allowed 
it should be of a very limited character. 
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10. By leave of the meeting any motion may be with¬ 
drawn before it has been put for decision* 

11. Subject to the closure eac^h person should be allo’w- 
ed as far as practically possible, to make one speech upon each 
distinct question upon which discussion is allowed. 

12. In the absence of any rule to the contrary, the 
mover and seconder of any motion are deemed to have spoken 
upon such motion, unless they make it clear when moving or 
seconding that they do so merely, thus reserving their right 
to speak at length at a later stage. 

13. The chairman may call upon intending speakers in 
such order as he pleases; but the meeting may at any mo¬ 
ment, when the chairman is about to exercise his right to 
call, the chairman ought to call upon the supporters and 
opponents of a resolution impartially. 

14. A poijit of order is either an alleged irregularity in 
what a speaker is saying at the moment or an allegation that 
motion on the agenda is defective, e.g., ultra vires. A person 
arising to a point of order should at once be required by the 
chairman to state suceinedly the nature of the point. Such a 
point may be taken, whether the person taking it has already 
spoken or not. 

15. Any person who has already spoken may forthwith, 
if the actual speaker gives >vay, or, if not, at the end of that 
speaker’s speech, briefly speak again to remove a mi scon- 
ception as to a material part of his former speech, that is, he 
may make a “ Personal explanation.” 

16. The mover of the original question should be allow¬ 
ed to reply briefly to the arguments used by his opponents. 

17. Every speaker should rise, address the chair, and 
stand w’hile speaking. His remarks should be spoken, not 
read, should be relevant to the question, reasonably brief, 
neither obstructive nor full of repetitions. He should be 
deferential to the chairman, respectful to the meeting, and 
not wantonly offensive to any person present or absent. He 
should not "use offensive personal allusions, contemptuous, 
insulting, or threatening language, or impute improper motives 
to or make groundless charges against, his opponent He 
should not use disloyal or seditious language, and should 
avoid referring to eases sub judice, 

18. After the reply the question should be put for 
decision forthwith. Every question should be decided by a 
majority of votes. The votes to be taken by a show of 
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hands in the first instance. One hand one vote. The chair¬ 
man’s declaration of the result to be/o«V decisive but 
if not accepted should be challenged at once and division or 
poll claimed. If not challenged at once the chairman’s de¬ 
claration is to be conclusive, the chairman’s declaration may 
be impeached. 

Note —Where, however, a particular majority is required, the 
chairman’s declaration that a resolution has been carried when there 
has been no such majority is not unimpeachable. Thus (in Bex. v. 
TraliUrban District (Jounctl, (1913 Ir. K. B. 59; 4 Glen’s Loc. 
Gov. Case Law, 27), on may 6, 19il, a council resolveu by JO votes 
to 8 that salaried positions under the council “ including that of two 
clerks at present vac'ant,” be filled by competitive examinations. On 
July 21, l9ll, the council resolved, by 12 votes to 5, that the 
candidate to be elected town clerk must have passed a qualifying 
examination, and that the previous resolution be altered accordingly. 
On December 4, 1911, the council resolved, by 10 votes to 7, that 
there be no such examinations, and by lo votes to 5, that a certain 
candidate be appointed It was held, on an application for a writ 
of mandamus directing the council to appoint a clerk, that the rule 
must be made absolute, on the ground that, as OTily J 7 meml)ers were 
present during the vote on December 4, ther’e was not the two-third 
naajority which wa.s necessary for rescinding resolutions, overruling 
the contention that pi'evious resolutions were ultra vires as 
interfering with the discretion of the council at future elections. 
And in an other Irish case, Bex. v. Donovan (1911 45 Ir. T,. T. 24; 
2 Glen’s Loc. Gov. Gase Law, 56), out of 49 members present at an 
election of ,a Mayor, 22 voted for A, 21 for B, and ’ did not vote 
at all. It was held that the provision (in the Municipal Corporation 
[Ireland] Act, 1840, 3 and 4 Vinct. c. 108. Ss. 83 & 92), that “all 
acts done by the council may be done and decided by the majority 
of the members who shall be present at any meeting, the whole 
number at such meeting not being less than one third of the whole 
council,’" required a majority for the candidate elected of all the 
numbers present; and that, as there was no such majority the 
election was void. The demand for a poll need not be in writing; 
see Bex. v. Mayor of Dover, (1903) 1 K. B. 668; 19 T. L. K. 255, 
which was an application for a writ of mond) mus to the Mayor of 
Dover calling uix)n him to show cause why he should not hold a 
poll of the owners and ratepayers of the through. A meeting of 
owners and ratepayers was held under Schedule III, r. 6, of the 
Borough Funds Act, 1872, for the purpose of obtaining their consent 
to the promotion of a Bill to enable the corporation to carry out a 
scheme and raise money for the purpose of acquiring the existing 
undertakings for lighting the town of Dover by electricity. The 
Mayor presided and declared the resolution carried. A Mr. Bottle 
then demanded a poll, and the applicant, Mr. Bradley, said that he 
would second the demand if necessary. The town clerk said that it 
was not necessary that there sliould be a seconder and tliat the 
demand for a poll had been assented to; the meeting then closed. Six 
days after the meeting Mr. Bottle withdrew his demand for a poll and 
Mr. Bradley insisting upon his right to have a poll taken, the 
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Mayor , i .. . 

after ihr advised that a poll could not legally be held 

to al?:> * original demand, and therefore declined 

must t'v fna<le fH ^ held. Lord Alverstone, C. J., said: This rule 
Act, ; Schedule III, r. 6, of the Borough Funds 

that ' i;:]" ® words 4f any owner or ratepayer demtind 

there 7' decided by a poll of owners and ratepayers’; 
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■suggest that the demand must be in writing, or 
S'.'.ended. The rule must be construed with 
s )tt;itict matter to which it is applied. The owners 
•' ttr the deman<l made and leave the meeting, think- 
1 le held. It is unnecessary to decide whether the 
. ne i)erson only may l)e withdrawn. It is clear 
ise this gentleman went to the meeting with the 
.;ng a jx)!!, and that when it was demanded by 
j said that he would second it ; this ought to be 
demand. It would be going in the teeth of the 
o owners and ratepayers by the Schedule if by 
withdrawing his demand for a poll another 
o asked for a poll were prevented from getting 
fea.son why several of those present should not 
ii : ,m by no means clear that a demand for a poll can 
’ the meeting has separated, but I express no 
•t.” Mr. Justice Ridley said: “I agree,” Mr. 

I am of the same opinion. Personally, I am in- 
». the demand cannot be withdrawn after it has 
d.” 

t division or poll being taken the votes record- 
frt of the chairman, are equally divided the 
be given a second or casting vote. 
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,A.. ' . !section to the validity of the decision of any 
, ,Nr ,}i!r be made and insisted upon at once. If not 
1 : •* med to have been waived. 

An iiiyalid resolution may be cured subsequently. 
■ iiei. a parish council (on April 5) passed an invalid 
■> uj (H irissing their clerk and at a subsequent meeting 
! e. IJ) ijassed a resolution appointing some 


one else 


am 

at 


r. .d 

^ ‘ i I. us tc’oporary ” clerk for "the ensuing year at an 
Kii salary w be paid half-yearly, it was held that this 
'"'•.rl resolution was either a "confirmation ” of the first 
il'.f iduA-harge of the existing clerk « by reason of the fact 
nis nlai*e was filled by some one else Long field Parish 

^ ^ >]'rightj (1918), 16 L. G. R« 865. 

"'he do bate on any question may be interrupted by the 
and tieconding of the following motions:— 

Amondments (2) The previous question. (3) To 
busiLk (4) Ttet the question be now 
Sfikt'-osore. (5) Adjournment either ot meetimr or of 

’ nO\L 
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^ . . , , ,, ’itions proposied 

1) tnonrltncuts « persons vvlio 

to be made in the terms of original questions 
are not satisfied merely with affirming or if used in /two 
original question. In this connection the term is^/pent’’ is an 
senses. The ordinary sense of the term “ amendr'^Q^gj. 
alteration intended from the point of view of the n;4 jjg i^erim is 
amendment, to improve the original question, but isiQ^t tp the 
now extended to an alteration so drastic as to 
proposal of a wholly different question. An amf / j \ ^ 
the ordinary sense may take the form of a propi^^^jj words 
omit certain words from ; or (2) to insert certg f,hein by 
in; or (3) to omit certain words from and replac ti’ord*<? 
others in any part of the original question; (4) to 
to the original question. 

An amendment in the extended sense of the oT^^he 

assumes the form of a proposal to omit all the wo order t() 
original question except the prefatory “ That ’ j-,^ion. For 
replace them by the terms of a countor-mi,.(.rotary of 
example, on .July 20, 1906, Mr. Morley, the Se ^ as the 
State for India, moved and the Speaker propoi ow leave 
main question, the following: “ That Mr, Speaker do n ?? jyj^ 
the chair etc. (for committee on Fast India accounts).' ^^g 
Keir Hardie moved an amendment: To leave out fros' 
word “ That ” to the end of the question, and add the vvf ' 

“ in view of the responsibility of Parliament in reference 
the (Government of India, and in order to provide for a mort 
effective control over Indian questions, it is expedient to 
place the salary of the Secretary of State for India on the 
estimates - instead thereof.” 

c 

An alteration that merely proposes to negative tl|jg 
original question is not an amendment and ought not t^dy 
allowed ; the term question itself implying, as alrt*" 
mentioned, the possibility of a negative as well as ot ^,g 
affirmative decision. The proposed alteration must also^l^j 
reasonably relevant to the original question, and excep 
the extended sense of the term “ amendment ” must -jij^g 
render the original question as altered unintelligible. ’ ^|^g 
time for moving an amendment is the interval between;^ ^g 
moment when the chairman invites the meeting to <]iscuss’ 
original question and the moment when he finally puts t^^nt 
question to the vote. After question put, no amend^j^^jg^j 
may be moved. Amendments must be moved and seec^ ^j^g 
like original questions and, after discussion, put td^gi^^ 
meeting as substantive questions, to w^hieh an amend^^^j 
may also be moved. If an amendment be not seeonc^ ^jjg_ 
falls to the ground, and as a matter of course cannot fc 
cussed. 
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When an amendment has been moved, seconded, pat 
to the vote and passed by a majority of those present at the 
meeting any further amendments to the original question can 
deal only wich that part of the original question which is 
left unamended by the first amendment. Consequently, 
W'hen there are several amendments they should as far as 
possible be, taken in the order in which they would atfeet 
the terms of the original question. No amendment can be 
proposed to any part of the original question which the 
meeting by a majority of votes has already adopted. When 
an amendment to an amendment is proposed tlie original 
amendment should be tn'ated as an original motion and dealt 
with accordingly. An amendment should be in wanting, d,nd 
stated so as to show' its effect upon the original question or 
amendment. 

(2) Previous question. - The “previous question” is so 
called because it is a distinct question propounded during the 
discussion of the main question and requiring a previous 
dc^cision, that is, a decision, before the main question can be 
put to the .'ote. It temporarily prevents the main question 
being pu^, and, in order to keep it distinct from the closure, 
the form of previous question now generally used is a 
motion That the main question be not now put.^' If this 
motion be carried, the main question cannot be put on that 
day, but may be brought forward at a subsequent meeting. 
But if the prerious question be negatived, the main question 
must be put at once. The previous (juestion may be moved 
and seconded by any person w^ho has not already spoken, but 
the mover has no right of reply. If not seconded, the motion 
lapses, but if seconded, it be.a)mes a distinct question, upon 
which persons w'ho have already spoken may sj)eak, and the 
discussion upon it may be adjourned. As has been already 
pointed out, it can only be moved w'hen the original question 
is before the meeting, and therefore not during the discus¬ 
sion of an amendment, but when the question of amendment 
has been determined, the previous question may then be 
moved. The previous question cannot itself be amended but 
it may be superseded by a motion for adjournment of the 
meeting. 

(3) Motions to proceed to next business. —“That the 
meeting proceed tc-) the next business.” As with the motion 
last discussed, the object of this motion is to prevent a 
decision from being pronounced on the main question. It 
may be moved even whep an amendment is before the 
meeting; and, if carried, the main question is entirely 
superseded. 
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(4) Gag or tiie Closure, or Motim die qnertioii be 

now pul.** —The closure, or motion “ That the question be 
now put^’* is a device for securing a speedy derision on a 
^nt or question that has been resisonably discussed, or 
mscussed for a specified time. It is generally moved and 
seconded without speech; may not be discussed, and must be 
put forthwith. Sometimes the chairman has a discretion as 
to accepting the motion. Some closure rules reserve to the 
mover of the original question the right of reply. 

In fVall V. The London and Northern Assets Corpora- 
tion, (1893) 2 Ch. 469, one of the grounds of complaint 
was that " the chairman had applied the closure.** It 
seems that at an extraordinary general meeting of the 
Assets of Company held on March 22, 1898, called for 
the purpose of approving a certain agreement, after the 
chairman had made a speech, and one member had spok¬ 
en against, and one member in favour of, the agreement, 
a fourth member began to speak. Thereupon shouts of 
vote ** arose, and the chairman accepted and put to 
the meeting a motion to closure the debate, which was 
carried by twenty-four to two. The chairman then put 
the original resolution, and it was carried by thirty-five 
to three. When the matter came before the Court of 
Appeal the Master of the Rolls, speaking of this, said: 

“ The only new one is about the closure. It appears 
there was discussion about this matter at a meeting of 
the shareholders of the Assets Company, and after hav¬ 
ing heard the views — I do not say of all those who 
opposed but of one or two of them ~ the meeting came 
to the conclusion that they haid heani enough and did 
not want to hear any more, and thereupon the chairman 
declared the discusssinn closed. That is said to be a 
matter calling for the interference of this Court. 1 do 
not think so. I think it would be a v^ery bad precedent 
that we should interfere in such a case. *’ And Lord 
Justice Chitty said : “ As to the closure, I think that 
if we laid down that the chairman, supported by a 
majority, could not put a termination to the speeches of 
those who were desirous of addressing the meeting, we 
should allow a small minority or even a member or two, 
to tyrannize over the majority. The case has been put 
by Mr. Cozens-Hardy as the terrorism of the majority. 
If we accepted his proposition, we should put his weapons 
into the hands of the minority, which might involve the 
company in all-night sittings. That seems to me to be 
an extravagant proposition, and in this particular ease 
there seems to have been nothing arbitrary or vexatious 
on ibepart of the chairman or of the majority.** 
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(5) Adjouromenl. '~TWlb term is applied both to an 
adjournment of the meeting itself, and to the adjourn¬ 
ment of the discussion of a particular question. 

An adjournment of the discussion of a particular 
question may be either (1) for a fixed time, or (2) ,for 
an indefinite time. 

An adjournment of a meeting necessarily involves a 
discontinuance of the discussion, but an adjournment of the 
discussion on a particular subject does not necessarily involve 
' a discontinuance of the meeting. Power to meet and discuss 
necessarily involves fx)wer to adjourn in the several senses of 
the term. 

Clause (f). —It will be observed that the committees are 
authorized to frame bye-laws as to appointment of sub¬ 
committees and as to the duties to be performed by such 
committees. Under this clause any rules authorizing such 
sub-committees to exercise any powers under the Act will be 
ultra vires. If the sub-committees are to be empowered to 
exercise any powers that can only be done under S. 33, 
in the bye-laws framed under this clause by various munici¬ 
palities this distinction has been lost sight of. For instance, 
under S. 39 only the committee has power to employ 
officers and servants. This pow'er can be delegated to sul)- 
committees or president or other executive officers. But 
without this delegation bye-law's of some committees empower 
sub-cornniittees or certain officers to make appointments 
carrying certain salaries. Such bye-laws are ultra vires. It 
must be remembered that the discharge of a duty under the 
Act is not the same thing as the exercise of a power there¬ 
under (6 I. C. 431). Similarly bye-laws empowering sub¬ 
committees to make certain expenditures or to enter into 
contracts of certain values are inconsistent with the provi¬ 
sions of the Act. 

So far as sub-committees are concerned the Act does 
not contemplate any division of i.X)wers between the commit¬ 
tee and its sub-comnnttees. The function of the sub-commit¬ 
tees is only recommendatory and is not final till sanctioned 
by the committee. The sub committees go into the details of 
every question and formulate their opinion in the form of a 
report to the committee and are not hampered by formal 
rules of debate. {See “ Indian Municipality” by H. T. S. 
Forrest, pp. 12—19.) When the recommendations are 
accepted by the committee, the acts of tlie sub-committees be¬ 
come valid as from the time they were done upon the ordinary 
principles of ratification by principal of the acts of his agents; 
Firth v Staines, (1897), 2 Q. B. 70. For further notes see 
pp. 26-28 Arnold’s “ Law of Municipal Corporalaons,” 
6th Edition. 
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Esecntive (^cers Act.— Section 4 sub-clause (d) provides 
as follow: — 

(rf) No bye-law inconsistent with this Act shall be 
made by the committee in exercise of the powers 
conferred by S. 3l of the Municipal Act 
and, if any such bye-laws have been made, they 
shall be deemed to have been cancelled to the extent 
to which they are thus inconsistent. 

In municipalities to which this act is extended, bye-laws al¬ 
ready made which are inconsistent vith the Executive Officers 
Act,*1931 shall be deemed to be cancelled and the future bye¬ 
laws inconsistent with the said Act cannot be framed under 
clauses (/) and (fif). Grant of executive pow’ersto sub-com¬ 
mittees, members, president or vice-president or to any officer 
other than Executive Officer will be inconsistent wdth this Act. 
Similary under Cl. (/ 2 ) bye-laws appointment and removal 
of its officers by the committee will be inconsistent with the 
Executive Officers Act in regard io officers and servants 
carrying certain salaries. 

Admission of Press and Public. —The bye-laws under this 
section generally provide for admission of reporters and the 
public to the meetings of the committees unless some 
important matter requiring their exclusion is under con¬ 
sideration. There is no inherent right of the public or 
press to attend such meetings., In the Mayor, etc., of 
V. (C. A. 1908, 1 Ch.-457) the defendant, a 

burgess and ratepayer of a town to which the Municipal 
Corporations Act, 1882, applied, asserted his right 1o be 
present at the meetings of the council of the borough (other 
than committee meetings) in his capacity of (1) a ratepayer 
of the borough; (2) reporter of a new’spaper owned by him 
and published in the towm and in the alternative* as a 
member of the public. The corporation of the town claimed 
a declaration of the council’s right to exclude persons not 
members of the council (which the defendant was not) from 
their meetings and for an injunction restraining defendant 
from trespassing and being present at meetings of the 
council. 

He/d—That a meeting of the council of a municipal 
corporation was not a public meeting in the sense that any 
member of the public had a right to attend. That there 
was no ground for implying against a municipal corporation 
a right which was not expressed in any statute nor support¬ 
ed by any authority; and that the defendant had therefore 
no such right as was asserted by him either as a burgess 
or as a member of the public; nor had he the right to attend 
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as a newspaper reporter without the express or implied 
permission of the eouncil. 

In England the decision has been greatly modified by 
Local Authorities (Admission of the Press to Meetings) Act, 
1908. ' 

The press or the public is not admitted to sub-committee 
meetings. 

Privileges in speeches. —When members meet to dis¬ 
charge their duties as members the occasion is privileged 
as regards untrue defamatory statements made, in the exer¬ 
cise of his duty by one member to others, provided the 
occasion is not used dishonestly or abused. 

Ip the Royal Acjuariunij etc,. Society v. ParJeinson 
(1892) 1 Q. B. 433 , Lord Eshar, M. R., said: Then comes 

the question whether this was a privileged occasion. Where¬ 
as in this case, a body of persons are engaged in the 
performance of the duty imposed upon them, of deciding a 
matter of public administration, which interests not them¬ 
selves, but the parties concerned and the public, it seems to 
me clear that the occasion is privilegetl. Therefore, though 
what is said amounts to a slander, it is privileged, provided 
th(’i person who utters it is acting botia fide, in the sense 
that he is using the privileged occasion lor the proper 
purpost' and is not abusing it. J1 is sometimes said that he 
must Ik* acting bona fide and not malieionsly; but 1 <lo not 
think that, that way of expressing the rule is quite exhaus¬ 
tive or correct. I think the question is, whether he is using 
the occasion honestly or abusing it. If a person on such an 
occasion states what he knows to be untrue, no one ever 
doubted that he would be abusing the CKxasion. But there 
is a state of mind, short of <lelil)erate falsehood, by reason 
of which a person may properly be held to have abused the 
occasion, and in that sense to have spoken maliciously. If a 
person from anger or some other wrong motive has allowed 
his mind to get into such a state as to make him cast 
aspersions on other people, reckless whether they are true or 
false, it has been held, and f think rightly held, that a jury 
is justified in finding that he has abused the occasion.” 

In Pittard V. Oliver, (1891) 1 Q. B..474 it was held that 
the presence of reqiorters would make no difference and the 
occasion will still be privileged. In this ease the reporters 
were present with the permission of the Board, but if a 
person under a duty to make a defamatory statement to 
other person under a corresponding duty to hear it, invites 
outsiders to come in and listen and they come in, Lord Eslier 
said he should be inclined to hold “ that it Avould not become 
his duty to refrain from making his statement to the proper 
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person but that there would be evidence of malice in his 
making it in presence of others who might promulgate it.” 

However, in the case of Parsons v. Surgey^ 1864, 4 P. and 
P. 247 Coekburn, C. J., directed the jury that where 
a shareholder of a railway company called a meeting 
of shareholders, and invited others, especially reporters, 
to attend, the meeting made defamatory statements 
about a director of the company, “ the matter was certainly 
one of great interest and importance to the shareholders, 
and the discussion or publication of the results to them 
would have beed excused. It would not be a privileged com¬ 
munication, because others besides the shareholders were 
invited.’* Therefore, as both Coekburn, C. J., and Pry, L. 
J., suggest, it is better to discuss such matters in camera, 

Purther, as regards' newspaper reports the occasion 
may not be privileged. In Popham v. Pichburn (1862), 7 H. 
and N. 891, delivering the judgment of the court Huron 
Wilde said: “ But no ease has decided that the reports of 

what takes place at the meeting of such a body as this 
vestry are privileged; indeed, the case cited in the argu¬ 
ment is an authority that they are not.” And in Purcell 
V. Sowler (1877), 2 C. P. D. 21o, the facets were that at a 
meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Altringham Poor 
Law Union ex-parte charges (unfounded in fact) wer(‘ made 
against the plaintiff, the medical officer of the union work- 
house at Knutsford, of neglect in not attending the pauper 
patients when sent for. The defendants published in a 
Manchester neivspaper, of which they were the proprietors, 
a fair and accurate report. Defendants claimed that judg¬ 
ment ought to be entered for them on the ground that the 
report was privileged by the occasion. At the trial in the 
Divisional Court, and in the Court of Appeal the defendants 
failed to established privilege. (Coekburn, ('!. J., said: The 
managements of the poor and the administration of the poor 
law in each local district are matters of })ublie interest. In 
this management the medical attendance on the poor is 
matter of infinite moment, and consequently the conduct of 
a medical officer of the district may be of the greatest 
importance in that particular district, and so may concern 
the public in general. 1 therefore cannot concur with the 
Common Pleas Division in thinking that the matter to which 
the present libel relates was not a matter of public interest 
within the rule as to privileged occasion. The true question 
in the present case is whether, though the subject matter was 
of general interest, the occasion on which the words were 
uttered was privileged so as to protect the bona fide publica¬ 
tion of the report. But here we have to deal with the case 
of a body of very limited jurisdiction, and as to which it 
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cannot be asserted that publicity is essentially necessary or 
usual. It is quite clear that the meetings of poor law 
guardians are not necessarily public; they have full right to 
close their doors, and although the public are generally 
admitted, yet when charges are to be made affecting private 
character the more proper course would be to close the doors 
and hold the discussion in camera. In the present ease that 
course unfortunately was not adopted; the reptirter of a news¬ 
paper was admitted, and he communicated what had been 
said to the newspaper, and so the libel was published. Was 
the occasion privileged? There is no authority for holding 
it to be so, and I think it was not. A preliminary inquiry 
which might be, and ougiit to be, carried on wth closed doors 
is not the proper subject of a public report,” 

Right to rescind resolution.— Rules generally provide for 
the reconsideration of questions settled once. These rules 
should be strictly followed. Ordinarily all deliberative 
assemblies have a right to do and undo, consider and recon¬ 
sider, as often a.s they think pro|:>er at their meetings and 
it is the result only which is done. The right of reconsider¬ 
ing lost measures inheres in every body |x>ssessing legisla¬ 
tive powers unless forbidden by special regulation. But 
there is this important restriction that if the rights of third 
parties are likely to be interfered with municipal corpora¬ 
tion cannot rescind its former decision. Where a council 
passes an ultra vires and void resolution, re-consideration 
and rescision thereof, however, is not necessary. 

Rules. after final disposal. Where the 
question of appr)inting a paid assessor was raised as an 
amendment which was lost. Before the expiry of six months’ 
time fixed before which the question finally disposed of 
could not be reconsidered, tlie (juestion was again raised as 
a substantive proposition which was carried. Held the 
ai>pointment of a paid assessor had not been finally disposed 
of when the amendment was lost. 87 0. 44 ; 3 T. C. 1. 

Delegation of Pozvers. 

32. (1) In the case of municipalities of the second class, 
the powers and functions of the local Government under Section 
12 in regard to the appointment of members of committees 
under sub-section (1) of section 13 under clause (b) of Section 
14, under Sections IS and 17 and undar sul^section (2) of 
Section 31, and under section 41^ and in the case of notified 
areas, the powers wid functions of t^ local Government under 
Seetkm 242 in regard to the appointmant of members of com- 
mfttees may be delegated by the local Govemmoit to 
[any person]. 


Delegatio 
certain 
powers a 
functiori" 
Local Gt 
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(2) In regwd to powers <rf functions delegated to him 
imdtf ri»«« section, every Commisskmer shall have the same 
authority as is givoi by dns Act to the local Govemmei^ and 
tibe delegation shall continue until revoked by the local Govern* 
ment. 

(3) A delegation under this section may be of all or any of 
the powm and functions aforesaid, and may be made generally 
m regard to either all the municipalities of a particular class, 
within the division of the Commissioner, or it may be made par* 
ticularly in regard to certain municipalities only. 

(4) The delegation may be by name or by office. 

Notes. 

S. 41 of’the old Act 

The first clause of the section was substituted by the 
Amendment Act, II of 1933. The delegation can only be 
affected with regard to second class municipalities. 

Analogous Law: - S. 3H1, Behar and Orissa Muni¬ 

cipal Act, 1922 

S. 29A, Bengal District Munici- S. 14, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. pal, Act II of 1922. 

S. 544, Bengal Municipal Act, XV S. .37, Madras District Municipal 
of 1932. Act. V of 1920. 

Recent Changes.— The words in Italics in sub section 1 
have been added by section 14 of the Amendment Act HI of 
3933 ; while the words in brackets have been substituted 
for the words “ the Commissioner of the Division.” 


Delegation of 
certain 
powerti and 
functions of 
Committees. 


33. (1). Notwithstanding anything in this Act, every 

committee may, subject to the provisions of section 46, with the 
previous sanction of the local Government in the case of 
committees of the first class, and of the Commissioner in the case 
of those of the second class, by resolution, delegate:— 


(а) to the president, a vice-president, the secretary or a 
sub-committee all or any of the powers conferred 
upon the committee by sections 39, 72, 7S, 77, 97, 
98, 101, 105,109 (1), no, 113,114, 115, 115.A, 
117, 118, 119,122, 124, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 
131,140, 142, 143,145 (6) and (c), 166, 169 (c), 
170, 170-A (1) and (2), 172 (2), 173, 176, 191, 
198-A, 203 to 208 (both inclusive), 210, 211, 212, 
and 220 ; 

(б) to the Medical Officer of Health all or any of tiie 
powm conferrad upon the committee under sections 39, 
105, 109,113, 114, 115, IIS-A, 116,117, 118, 119, 
125, 126, 128, 131, 142,143, 144, 145, [clauses (6) 
and (c)3, 146,149, 155, 156, 157, 166, 182, 203, 
204, 205 [clause (fc)], 206, 208, 211, and 212} 
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<c) and to toe Impeetor-Gonerel of Civil Hoi^itals, Civil 
Surgeon of toe district or any officer of the Departmoit 
of Public Instructicm or Public Health all c»r any of 
toe pow«rs conferred upon the committee under S. 39; 

(d) and to the Municipal Engineer the powers conferred 
upon toe committee under S. 195>A, and under section 
195, except to the extent that composition under that 
section shall require the sanction of toe committee 

in respect of all or particular classes of cases arising under 
these sections, and for the whole or any part of the municipality, 
and may, by resolution, withdraw the powers so delegated. 

(2) The delegation by the committee of any power under 
sub>section (1) may be made subject to the conditi<m that aD 
or any orders made in pursuance of such delegation shall be 
subject to the right of appeal to, or revision by, the committee 
within such period as may by bye-law be prescribed. 

Notes. 


There was no corresjwnding secton in the old Act of 
3891. The sections corresponding to this section and the 
following section were first introduced by Act II of 1911. 
Power of delegation was extended to secretary and Medical 
Ofiieer of Health by the Amendment Act II of 1923. The 
Amendment Act III of 1933 has recast the section in its 
present form. 

Powers under S. 39 can now be delegated to officers 
specified in sub-clause (c) while powers under Ss. 195 and 195- 
A can now be delegated to municipal engineer. 

The delegation has now been made subject to the condi. 
tion that the committee niay by bye-law provide for a right 
of appeal or revision to itself. 


Analogous Law :— 

S 44, Beng:al District Mimicii)al 
Act, 1884. 

S. 52, Bengal Municipal Act, XV 
of 1932. 

S. 49, Behar an<l Orissa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

S. 46, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 37, Bombay District .Municipal 
Act, III of 1901. 


S. 20, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, in of 1923. 

■ S. 22, Cantonment Act, II of 1924, 

, 8.S. 24, 27, 220 & 221, Central Pro¬ 
vinces Municipal Act, II of 
1922. 

S. 235 (f)> Rangoon City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 1 j 2 & 297 (^) United Pro- 
vince.s Municipalities Act, 1916. 

S. 20 A, Punjab District l^rd 
Act, 1883. 


Power under delegation must be exercised by delegates. — 

Where a board constituted by an Act of Parliament is autho- 
rissed by it to delegate any of its powers to a committee, the 
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powers so conferred upon the committee must be exercised 
by them acting in concert, and it is not competent to the 
committee to apportion amongst themselves the duties so 
delegated to them ; and one of them acting alone, pursuant 
to such apportionment, cannot justify his acts under the Act 
of Parliament. Cooh v. Ward (1877), 2 C. P. D. 255 ; 36 
L. T. b92. 

Delegation without express power is not possible. —1 n the 

absence of express power given under the section the general 
principle that public powers or trusts devolved by law or 
charter uixin the council or governing body to be exercised 
by it when and in such manner as it shall judge l)est cannot 
be delegated to other.s, would have appliecl. This principle 
is based on the general rule of law that one who is himself 
a delegate cannot delegate his j«)wer to anDther-. '^fown 
councils and smaller local authorities are delegates in the 
sense (1) that the legislature has delegated to them certain 
powers and duties which otherwise could only be t'xercised 
by the legislature itself and (2) that they are the elected 
delegates of raU'payers. In cases where there is no powers 
of delegation, there will be nothing wrong in submitting any 
matter for enquiry and report to a sub-committee when the 
final resolution is taken by the committee. 

Where a statute expressly or by implication lea\es tlie 
determination of certain matters to ti)e body corporate' crea¬ 
ted by it, the latter lias no power to delegate its authority 
on matters within its competence to a third person. 38. I. C. 
848. 


A public body, whether the Executive Oovernment or 
a corporation, entrusted by the h'gislature with the duty 
of making rules, cannot relieve itself of the responsibility 
and depute other agencies to discharge the duty. 

So where a conservator of jxirts published an order pro¬ 
hibiting boats to enter ports at certain signals when he 
had no such authority to issue such an order and where such 
authority was vested only in local Government and Govern- 
. ment had not been authorized to invest any other authority 
to make the rule the conviction for disobeying the direction 
of the conservator was set aside. 17 M. 118. 

Scope of delegation. - Delegation once made does not 
cease till it is withdrawn. 38 I. C. 305. 

Valid ddf^ation.— In order to be valid the delegation 
must comply with the express prox isions of the section. A 
verbal or general delegation without resolution and consent 
as require will not be valid. Cf, 20 Cal, 448. 
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Powers under S. 152 cannot be delegated to president. 
In the case of municipalities of the second class, delegation to 
be valid must be made with the previous sanction of the 
Commissioner. 4 Lah. 120 ; 1924 Lah. SO. 

Note .—Business bye-laws of Lahore Municipality authorizing 
committees or officers to make certain app)intments carrying cer¬ 
tain monthly remuneration are not valid unless powers are expressly 
delegated under S. 39 and such delegation requires in the case of 
first class municipalities the sanction of local Government. 

Delegation of power to decide whether a suit should be 
brought. —The secretary of a notified area committee brought 
suits against certain persons for rent. On objection being 
taken that the institution of the suits had not Ijeen sanc¬ 
tioned by the committee, it was pointed out that the com¬ 
mittee had passed a resolution dtdegating its right to the 
secretary to decide whether a suit shall or shall not te 
brought against any person and that the suits had been 
instituted in pursuance of that resolution; 

Held that as there was nothing in the Municipal Act 
which empowered a municipal committee to delegate the 
right to decide whether or not a suit should b(*, brought to a 
particular person, the action of the corporation was ultra 
vires and the present suits were therefore bad because ad¬ 
mittedly they were brought by the secretary without ref¬ 
erence to the corporation. 

Held, farther that, though the action of the secre¬ 
tary might, have been ratified by resolutions passed by the 
committee after the suits were filed, such ratification was 
of no avail as suit must be decided to be good or bad on the 
dav when it was instituted and it could not be ratified subse¬ 
quently. ] 932 Lah. 388, 137 1. C. 253. 

Oral delegation of powers.-— Where the accused, a licensed 
public conveyance driver, was convicted for failure to produce 
his license and it was found that his license had been sus¬ 
pended by an officer in exercise of powers delegated to him 
only orally by his superior: held the conviction of the accused 
was illegal. The delegation of powers under the Act can be 
effected but in a case where there has been an exercise of a 
power under alleged delegated authority it is clearly neces¬ 
sary that the delegation should be clearly shown. The ques¬ 
tion of such authority should not depend on a general verbal 
order but it should be by written orders giving references 
to the various sections of the Act and specifying mrticular 
powers and duties delegated. C/. 1926 Bom. 77> 91 1. C. 886. 
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Execsutivtt Offiewrs Act. —In Municipalises to which this 
Act is extended the section shall be deemed to have been 
omitted and instead S. 4 (&) of Executive officers Act applies 
as given below:— 

(b) The powers conferred and duties imposed upon, 
the functions vested in, and the objections to be ten¬ 
dered and notice given to, the committee under the sections 
of the Municipal Act mentioned in schedule 1, shall not be 
exercised or performed by, vested in, or be tendered or given 
to, the committee but may be exercised or shall be performed 
by, or shall vest in, or shall be tendered or given to, the 
Executive Officer, provided that — 

(*) the power conferred by S. 39 of the Municipal Act 
shall not be exercised by the Committee in respect 
of the appointment of any officer or servant of the 
committee to a post for which the monthly remune¬ 
ration exceeds Rs 4') in the case of the Municipality 
of Lahore and Rs. 25 in the ease of other municipa¬ 
lities, and in respect of the power of removal nr 
dismissal of any oilieer or servant whose monthly 
remuneration exceeds Rs. 45, provided that the 
Executive Officer shall dismiss an employee if re¬ 
quired by the committee to do so : 

(it) the power to revise the valuation and assessment 
conferred by S. 65 of the Municipal Act and the 
power to amend the assessment list conferred by 
sub-clause (1) of S. 67 of the Municipal Act 
shall be exercised by a sub-committee consisting 
of the Executive Offic.er and two members of the. 
committee appointed by the committee for the 
purpose ; 

(iit) the power of the. Executive ( Ifficer to withhold the 
grant of a license for any of the trades or purposes 
specified in Ss. 121,122, of the Municipal Act or 
to withhold written permission under S. 124 of the 
Municipal Act may by bye-law’ be made subject to 
revision by the committee ; 

(ti;) the exercise or discharge by the Executive Officer 
of any power, duty or function thus conferred, 
imposed or vested in him, shall be subject to such 
restrictions, limitations and conditions as may be 
imposed by any rules made by the local Govern- 
ment under the Municipal Act upon the exercise 
or discharge of such power, duty or function by the 
committee j 
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SCHEDULE 1. 

(Sections of the Punjab Municipal Act 1911.) 

Sections 39, 63, 64, 65, 66,67, 73, 74, 75,76, 77, 80, 81, 82, 
sub-section (3) of S. 96, sub-section (1) of S. 97, sections 99, 
100, 101, 102, 105, 109, 115, nS-A, 116,117, 118,119, sab- 
sections (l)and(2) of section 121, sections 122, 124, 125, 126, 
127, 128,129,130, 131, 134, 135, sub-section (1) of section 
140, sections 142, 143, clauses (6) and (c) of section 145, 
sections 149,154, 156, 166, clause (r) of section 169, sections 
170, 170 A, sub-sections (2) of section 172, sections 173, 
176,177,182, 189, sub-sections (1), (2) and(4) of section 189, 
sections 191, 195-A, 197-A, 220 and sub-sections (3) of 
section 223. 

34. (1). With the previous sanction of the local Govern- 
ment, and subject to such condHions as the local Govemmoit 
niay prescribe, a committee may appoint the elected members 
for any one or more wards along with such appointed members 
as the Government may approve, to be a sub-committee for 
the management of the umrd or wards, and may delegate to the 
sub-committee all or any of the powers of the committee to be 
exercised within the ward or wards. 

(2) The sub-committee shall, if necessary, from time to 
time appoint one of its mmnbers to be chairman of Uie sub¬ 
committee. 

Notes. 

This section like S. 33 is new. 

Analogous Law. —S. 53 of Bengal Act III of 1884, S. 72 
of Calcutta City Municipal Act III of 1923. 

Under the section ward sub-committee may be invested 
with full powers of the committee to be exercised within 
the ward or wards. 

35. (1) On the occurrence or threatened . occurrence of 
any sudden accident or event involving or likely to invidve 
extensive damage to property or danger to human life or grave 
inconvenience to the public, the president or, in the absence 
of the president or during the vacancy of his office, a vice- 
president may, if in his opinion there is an emergency necessitat¬ 
ing action before the matter can be considered by the committee, 
direct the execution of any such work or the doing of any such 
act which the committee is empowered to execute or do, aa 
the emergency shall in his opinion justify or require, and may 
direct that the expense of executing such work or doing such 
act bepeid from tihe municipal fund: 

Provkied that every such action taken under this sectimi 
dhdl be reported to the committee at its next meetuig. 
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(2) TTie president or vi^ipresidMit shall not act under 
thu sectmn in contravention of any order of die cmnmittee. 

(3) The president or in his absence or during the vacancy 
of his offk:e a vice-president may prohibit, until the matter 
has been considered by the committee, the doing of any act 
which is in his opinion undesirable in the public interest: 
provided that the act is one which the committee has power to 
prohiUt. 


(4) No direction given in this section shall be questioned 
m any Court on the ground that the case was not one of 
emergency. 


Notes. 


S. 26 of the old Act. 


Recent changes. —S. 16 of the Aniinendnient Act, f 
1933 has substituted tlie present section for the old S. 35 
The old section was found to have been misused and* the* 
amended section has been considerably altered. The scope 
for the exercise of powers under S. 35 has been considerably 
restricted. Inspite of this restriction the Civil Courts have 
no authority to interfere even if the president or vice- 
president gives directions or spends the municipal fund in 
cases not covered by the opening words of the section—such 

interference may be effected under the authority exervisinx*- 
control under Chapter XU. * ^creasing 



Analogous Laxv :— 

S. 44, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. 51, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 31 (d), Bombay Municipal 
Act, 1925. 

S. 64 (3) (c), Bombay City 

Municipal Act, FIT of 1888. 

S. 31, Burma Municipal Act, TII 
of 1898. 

S. 88, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, nr of 1923 


S 25, Cantonment Act, Tf of 
1924. 

S. 163, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922 

S. 15, Madras District Municipal 
Act, V of 1920. 

S. 152, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922 

S. 70, United Provinces Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 

Ss. 19 & 13 ^ Punjab District 
Board Act, 1883. 


ExMutive Officers Act-In municipalities to which 
this Act is extended, fe. 35 has teen amended as follows bv 
Act II of 1931 ^ 


S. 35 (1). On the occurrence or the threatened occur 
rence of any sudden accident or unforeseen event 
involving or likely to involve extensive damaee to 
any prowrty of tiie committee or dama|e to 
human life the President or the Ex^utive 
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Officer or in the absence of the President or during 
Ihe vacancy of his office a Vice-President may 
direct the execution of any work or the doing of any 
act which the committee is empowered to execute 
or do as the emergency shall in his opinion justify 
or require: 

Provided that every such action taken under this 
section shall be rejwrted to the next following 
meeting of the committee. 

(2) The President or the Executive Officer or in absence 
of the President or during the vacancy of his office 
a Vice-President shall not act under this section 
in contravention of any order of the committee. 

(3) The President or the Executive Officer or in the 
absence of the President or during the vacancy 
of his office a Vice-President may prohibit, until 
the matter has l)een considered by the committee, 
the doing of any act ■which is, in his opinion, un¬ 
desirable in the public interest: 

Provided that the act is one wffiich the committee has 
power to prohibit. 

(4) No direction given under this section shall be ques¬ 
tioned in any court on the ground that the ease 
was not one of emergency. 

Abuse of Emergency powers. —The indiscriminate use 
of the old section had come in for a good deal of 
criticism from the public. To a certain extent this 
criticism w'as justified though it could not be said that 
greater use was being made of this section under the regime 
of non-official presidents. The section, however, did not 
invest the presidents with all the powers of the committees 
under the Act as generally appeared to have been assumed. 
It was not uncommon to find acts done or expenditure in¬ 
curred W’hich would not bear discussion in an ojjen meeting of 
the committee. If jKiwers had been used in strict accordance 
with the intention of the legislature then the occasions call¬ 
ing for the exercise of these extraordinary powrers would 
have lieen found to be rare indeed and it would not have 
been an occurrence of every <lay in the ordinary course of 
municipal administration When a direcAion was given 
or expenditure incurred under the section the committee was 
often powerless to undo what had been done even if it had 
been of opinion that there w’as no occasion for the use of the 
emergency pow'ers. 

The Dobson Committee exposed the evils of indiscriminate 
use of the powers exercised under the old section and the 
report of the said comnjittee probably led to the alteration of 
the section. 
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Exercise of powers by committees. —Under the Municipal 
Act, an action to be taken, or order to be passed, or notice 
to be issued, in the exercise of powers conferred, must be 
taken, passed, or issued, respectively, by the committee, by 
means of resolutions passed at meetings convened and 
conducted in accordance with the provisions of Ss. 25 to 29 
inclusive. 

S. 35 of the Act, however, is an exception. The condi¬ 
tion precedent to the coming into operation of the provisions 
of this section is that the ease must be one of emer^ney and 
the safety or service of the public must necessitate the 
exercise of the extraordinary power it confers. 

The plea of urgency will, however, be of no avail to 
justify action under the section if it results in a sacrifice of 
private rights, unless the urgency be of such a character that 
any delay would frustrate the object in view, and unless 
further the act be necessary for the service or safety of the 
public. Cf. 6 T. 0. 431, 6 N. L. B. 53. 

Proviso. —The question arises, can the committee inter¬ 
fere with the direction given by the ))resident? It is claim¬ 
ed that the object of the reporting is simpJy to inform the 
committee of the cases in Avhich the president has exercised 
powers under S. 35 and that the committee is simply to note 
what has been directed by the president. There can be no 
doubt that one object of the proviso at least appears to be to 
make these orders as the orders of the committee If powers 
under the section have been rightly used there cannot be, 
from the very nature of the thing, any repudiation, because 
when the act has been done or any work executed it passes 
the stage of repudiation. But Cl. (2) makes it clear that 
the report is not meant for simply registering the orders of 
the president. The committee while noting the direction 
can prohibit the president from exercising the pf>wer in 
future in a similar case. Again, when the case is reported, 
the committee can certainly repudiate it, if it finds that the 
act done or work executed is in contravention of orders al¬ 
ready given. When the direction does not relate to any act 
done or any work executed, I do not see why the action if 
not accepted by the committee should be upheld because it 
purports to have been made under S. 35. 

Consequences of failure to report to the next meeting.—• 

Another defect noticeable in the use of this section is that 
the directions given by the president were seldom reported to 
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the next meeting. Consequences of failure to report are 
not indicated. It is said that the failure is a mere irregular¬ 
ity cured by S. 37, but S. 37 does not seem to be applicable 
to irregularities under S. 35. When the direction is given in 
the interests of safety or service of the public and the siet has 
been done or work has been executed failure to report may 
be taken as a mere irregularity which may be cured by the 
report being made at some subsequent meeting. However, 
the necessity of reporting is a condition subsequent to the 
action taken, and the failure to report to the committee can¬ 
not make the direction void. But if as is sometimes the case 
the direction is not in strict accordance with the provisions 
but affects third persons who are required to comply with 
the order of the president issued under the exercise of 
powers under S. 35, the failure to report cannot be treated 
as a mere irregularity and such third persons may refuse 
to comply with the orders and I do not think they* will Ite 
liable to prosecution for failure to comply with the notice 
issued under president’s orders if the provisions of the sec¬ 
tion have not been strictly comply with. Under the amend¬ 
ed section, however, no direction given or act done can 
result in non-compliance. 

Proof of emergency.— S. 35 deals with certain extra¬ 
ordinary powers of the president or vice-president in eases 
of emergency. In the absence of any proof that the matter 
was urgent a notice purporting to be under S. 125 of the 
Act, signed by the secretary and quoting the authority of 
the president requiring certain drainage improvements was 
held to be invalid and the person served with such notice 
could not be punished for disobedience. C/. P. R. 26 of 
1905 Cr. 

Clause 4.— This clause was enacted in view of the opinion 
expressed in 2G P. R. 1905 Cr. above. Courts are now debarr¬ 
ed from questioning the direction on the ground that the 
ease was not one of emergency. It will, I presume, st^ll be 
open to courts to decide whether the direction was at all 
necessary for the service or safety of the public or whether 
there were circumstances as detailed in the opening words 
of S. 35 .justifying action under S. 35. 

Absence, meaning of. —Absence means non presence at a 
particular place and at a particular point or period of time, 
if a particular place and time has been fixed for the purpose 
of doing a particular act and the president being still the 
president is not at that place at the time lie must be regarded 
as absent. It is impossible to construe the expression 
‘ absence ’ as either absent from office or absent from munid- 



172 


tSee. 36 . 


Joint 

Committees 


pality or other territorial division. Cf. 1927 Mad. 935,103 
I. C. 821; see also 47 Mad. 369. 

Absence of president —The mere absence for a few days 
of the president from his district on a visit to Madras 
does not necessarily vest in the vice president the power of 
appointing members of the board. But even if it did, the 
fact that the vice-president did not make any appointment 
and the president returned to his district and signed again 
in his district list of appointments of these members and 
directed it to bo posted on the board where, and not in the 
Port St. George Gazette, it had by the Act to be posted 
shows a perfectly pro^wr exercise of the president’s powers of 
appointment. 1924 Mad. 561,78 I. G. 98; 47 Mad. 369. 

The power to revise a list of assessment under S. 67 
cannot be exercised by a president or vice-president under 
S. 35 as it is not a ease of emergency. Cf. 1 Mad. 65. 

Scope of section 35.— Under the amended act it is 
evident that S. 35 empowers president, vice president or 
executive officers to do such acts as involve expenditure. 

Clause (3).— The committee is empowered under the 
following sections to [)rohibii the doing of certain acts: — 
106,116,120,149(a), 159, 180, l84. 

Joint Committees. 

36. A committee may concur with any other committee, 
or with any district board, or with any cantonment authority, in 
appointing out of their respective bodies a joint committee for 
any purpose in which they are jointly interested, and in delegat¬ 
ing to any such joint committee any power which might be 
exercised by either or any of the committees, boards or authori¬ 
ties concerned, and in framing and modifying regulations as to 
the {Hfoceedings of any such joint committee and as to the con¬ 
duct of correspondence relating thereto. 

Notes. 


S. 27 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 37-A, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. 87, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932- I 

S. 51, Behar and Orissa Munici- j 
pal Act, 1922. 1 

S. 47, Bombay Municipal Boroughs! 

Act, 1925. I 

S. 39(a\, Bombay District Muni- i 
cipal Act, III of 190l. 

S. 32, Burma Municipal Act, HI 
of 1898. 


S. 4.‘), (lantonment Act, II of 1924. 

S. 29, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, JI of 1922. 

S. 26, Madras District Municipal 
Act, V of 1920. 

S. 110, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 

S. 24, Puu.iab District Board Act, 
1883. 

English Law :— 

Ss. 279 & 286, Public Heath Act, 
1875. 
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Defects in constitution and irreytflarities. 


37. No act done or proeeedms taken under this Act shall 
be questioned on the ground merely of the existence of any 
vacancy in any committee or joint committee, or on account 
smy defect or irregularity not affecting the merits of the case. 

Notes. 


Analogous Law .— 

S. 38, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. 9i, Bengal Municipal Act, 
_XV of 1932, 

S. 57, Behar and Orissa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

S. 57, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 38, Bombay District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, ill of 1901, 

Ss. 51 &, 52, Bombay City Muni¬ 
cipal .Vet, 111 of 1888. 

S. 33, Burma Munici{)al Act, 
111 of 1898. 

S. 79, Calcutta Citv Municipal 
Act, III of 1923. ■ 


S. 55, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S. 23, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S.«!. 36 & 401, Madra.s City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1919. 

S. 32, Madra.'! District Munici¬ 
pal Act, V’ of 1920. 

Ss. 22 & 23, Rangoon City Mtmi- 
cipal Act, 1922. 

S. 113, United Province.s Munici¬ 
palities Act, line. 

S 55, Punjab District Board Act, 
1883. 

Knglish Law .— 

S 262, Public Health Act, 1875. 


Committee not validly constituted. —It is not the appoint¬ 
ment of inomlters that constitutes tlie miinicipa] board, its 
constitution is created by the Act and the Notification. The 
eventuality occurring at sonie time or anotlier of all the seats 
not being filled i.s contemplated i)y the Act. The act of a muni¬ 
cipal board would not l)e illegal, even if a vacancy, occ.urring 
after its formation, remained unfilled. Every seat need not 
be filled even at the first eomstitution of the Ix>ard in order 
to make it a legally constituted body. A corporation may 
exist by common law, by Royal Charter, by authority of 
Parliament., by prescription, or by custom, and not otherwise. 

A corporation is not invalid merely because at the moment 
of its creation it does not in fact exist, as long as it is cap¬ 
able of cmning into existence.” Where the corporation 
consists of a head and members, they may be appointed after 
the. foundation. 44 M. L. J. 161; 1923 Mad. 360 and 1933 
Lah.435;14Lah. 461. 

Failure to take Oath of Allegiance. —Failure of a jterson 
who has been elected or nominated to the committee to take 
the oath of allogianee does not affect the existence of the 
committee. Such person is a member of the committee even 
thou^ he has not Men taking part actually in the meetings. 
14 Lah 461; 1933 Lah. 435. 
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Irregolaritjr.— S. 37 means that any failure to comply 
with the preseribsd fonnalities in respect of notice will not 
affect the validity of th3 proceedings if the said failure can 
fairly be described as a mere informality, and the words 
“ mere irregularity ” means in effect anything which, though 
contrary to the Act or rules, has not in fact occasioned any 
injustice or prejudice. Where all the members except two 
received formal notice of a meeting which allowed them very 
little less than the full prescribed period and the two who did 
not receive such formal notice, nevertheless had notice and 
raised no objection, and nt) one appeared to have been pre¬ 
judiced in the least: 

Held that this was a case of a mere informality within 
tiie meaning of S. 37 which did not invalidate the meet¬ 
ing. Cf. 1930 Bom. 554; 54 Born. 902. 

Inviting opinion by circulation. - Where thc^re is no meet¬ 
ing of the building sub-committee and all that the engineer 
did was to circulate the papers to a majority of members of 
such building committee who endorsed on them their opinions 
that the application should l)e i'efuse.<l; held tlial the expedient 
of circulating the papers to indi\ idual memlxu's is highly 
inexpedient and the defect in question w-as not curable or 
cured by S. 37. Cf. 1926 Nag. 281, 92 1. (1. 796. 

Resolution not put separately.— At a meeting of the com¬ 
missioners, two resolutions were moved and seconded. The 
first resolution was that the question of a general revision of 
assessment be posti)one<i for a year in view of the economic 
distress prevailing in the country. The second resolution 
was that the general revision of assessment of holdings be 
undertaken without delay as it was overdue. The resolutions 
were not put separately as they ought t'O have Ix^en according 
to the bye-laws of the municipality but were put as alterna¬ 
tive resolutions and the numbers in favour of each were 
ascertained: //cW that although the procedure adopted was 
irregular, the irregularity was not sufficient to render null 
and void all actions taken on the basis of the resolutions 
passed. 1929 P. C. 272; 33 C. W. N. 1039; 119 1. C. 622. 

Defect in signature. —The mere fact that the secretary 
signs a notice instead of the chairman does not affect the 
merits in asmuch as it is a mere irregularity which is eUred 
by S. 37. Cf. 30 I. C. 643. 

Notice not giving prescribed time—whether rules under 
S. 31 mandatory. —See 1930 Oudh. 434. 

Notice defective—No provision making such a meeting 

illegal. —The regulations do not expressly provide that 



175 


Sec. 88.] 

if the notice of a meeting is not issued by post or that the 
mar^n of the time is less than that prescribed the meeting 
convened in those eireumstanees or the act done at the meet¬ 
ing shall be void. 

The use of the words “ at any time ” in sub-section (2), 

S. 25, means that the meetings sanctioned by the sub-clause 
may oe held in any month and at any time other than the 
time fixed for the meeting prescribed by sub-section (1). In 
pther words a meeting under sub-section (2) could properly 
be held at any hour of the day previous or subsequent to 
the hour of the monthly meeting. Cf. iQSOOudh. 434. 

The intention of the legislature should be construed as 
mandatory if the aim and ob.ieet of the statute would be 
clearly defeated if the direction to do a thing in a particular 
manner is not strictly observ^ed. 

Where the prescription of an Act relates to the perform¬ 
ance of a duty by a public officer the breach of such pres¬ 
cription, when it does not cause any real injustice does not 
invalidate the act done under the Act and therefore such 
prescriptions are merely directory. 39 Mad. 485 Ref. 

An election is not invalidated by the non-observance of 
the regulation for the conduct of elections, unless the non- 
observance was of a character contrary to the principles of 
the .\et, under which the regulations are framed, or might 
have affected the result of the election. 

If reasonable time is allowed to the person on w'hom the 
notice is served for the purpose of doing the act required of 
him by the notice, and if the notice has been served in one of 
the modes prescribed by the Act, the intention of the 
legislature is satisfied. Cf. 1930 Oudh. 434. 

Officers and Servants. 

Appo 
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(2) The committee may^ and shall when so required by 
the local Government, approved at a special meeting, a 
person or persons appoint by the local Government to be 
its Medical Officer of Health or Engineer, and may, assign 


38. (1) Every committee shall, from time to time, at a special 
meeting, appoint, subject to the approval of the local 
Government in the case of a municipality of the first class 
and of the Commissioner in the case of a municipality of the 
second class, one of its members, or any other person, to 
be its Secretary, and may, at a like meeting, suspend, remove, 
dismiss or otherwise punish any person so appointed; 
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to hnn or tliem sueh renmaeratioa •• it majr think fit, and 
may, at a special meeting remove or dismiu any person so 
appointed: 

Provided that a Medical Officer of Health towards 
whose emoluments a contribution is made by the local Govern- 
mmit shall not be appointed or dismissed without the previous 
sanction of the local Government. 


(3) When a member of the committee is appointed secretary 
he shall receive no remuneration in respect of his services. 

any other person is appointed secretary, the committee 
may, mtfa the previous sanction of the Commissioner, assign 
to him such remuneration as it may think fit. 

Notes. 

S. 29 of the old Act. 

Recent changes.— The old section was amended by Act II 
of 1923 and the word “ remuneration ” was substituted for 
word pay ** but the recent Punjab Amendment Act III 
of 1933, {vide S. 17) has substituted Cls. 1 and 2 for 
the original section and 01. 2 be-eomes 01. 3. The 
approval of local Government is also now required for the 
appointment of medical officer of health and en^neor. In the 
case of secretary the committee has also been empowered to 
dismiss, suspend or punish him though by S. 14 of the 
General Olauses .Act the p.ower of appointment includes 
power of dismissal or suspension. 


The word “ remuneration” has been substituted for the 
word “ pay” in this as well as in S. 39 by Amendment Act 
II of 1923. The change is intnxluced to set at rest the doubts 
as to the. power of committees to sanction allowances in 
addition to pay for such of their officers and servants as they 
are authorised to appoint under Ss. 38 and 39. 


Amloijous Law :— 

S. 46, Bengal Districl. Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. 67, Bengal M^^nicipal Act, 
XV of iv*32. 

S. 38, Behar and Oris.sa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 46, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, HI of 1901, 

S. 77, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, HI of 1888. 

S 34, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

S. 51, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, HI of 1923. 


S. 2i>, Central Provinces Muni* 
cijiKil Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 70 & 71, Madras District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S 39, Rangoon City Municiijal 
Act 1922 

SvS. »37, 66 & 67, United Provinces 
Municipalities Act, 19 1 6, 

S. 17 (M, Proviso, Punjab Dis¬ 
trict Board Act, 1883. 

English Law ,— 

S. 189, Public Health Act, 1875. 
S. 1 7, Municipal Corporation 
Act, 1882. 
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llemiinmratian. —It means an equivjalent paid for any 
service or recompense or payment for services rendered. 

Jonrt appoiatment to the office.— The section does not 
empower committees tc appoint more ttian one person to the 
office of secretary. Attempts of certain committees to appoint 
two persons to this post to maintain communal balance ih 
municipal services have to be deprecated; so is the case of 
joint appointment of health officer or engineer. 

Officers and servants. —As already observed, a municipal 
corporation being an artificial person can only act through 
the medium of real persons. In the first place, these persons 
will be the members themselves and secondly, officers and 
servants of the corporation. At common law, an office was 
defined as a right to exercise a public or private employment 
and to have the fees thereof whether public or private. The 
term " office embraces the ideas of tenure, duration, emolu¬ 
ments and duties. It is the duty of an office and its nature 
that makes a public officer and not the extent of his authority. 
An office must be distinguished from mere employment. 
The position of an officer appears to involve some discretion 
of authority and is to be distinguished from tliat of a mere 
servant whose only duty is to obey orders, though it is not 
always easy to draw’ the line. In one view, they are all 
agents of the corporation, the extent of the powers varying in 
each case. The relation that exist between a corporation and 
an employee or servant is a contractual one, wffiile in the other 
case, it is not so. A municipal officer is one w’ho holds for a 
time a permanent municipal position of trust and responsibi¬ 
lity with definite municipal powers, duties and privileges; 
and these offices can only be created or abolished by statute. 
In ^neral, it may be stated that a person wffiose duties are 
fixed by statute or law or any bye-law’ is an officer. Public 
offices are a public trust; and the persons to be appointed 
shall be selected solely w’ith a view to the public welfare. 
All the acts creating municipal corporations in British India 
make distinct provision regarding the appointment of the 
various municipal officers, clerks and servants, regarding 
t^ir qualifications, their pay and pension, leave and other 
allow’ances and provident funds, regarding their suspension, 
punishment, resignation, retirement, and dismissal and these 
provisions should be strictly followed. Aiyangar on “Munici¬ 
pal Corporations in British India,” pp. 122-3. 

Tenure of Office. —^There is no fixity of tenure. In the 
absence of any agreement to the contrary every officer or 
servant is only entitled to one month’s notice before dis¬ 
charge, under S. 45 of the Act. The section standing alone will 
m£^e tlie otticers and servants hold their office at pleasure 
and wdll be liable to dismissal at any time. Cf. 42 I. C. 51^ 



Vte * [Sec. 36. 

Powers, rights «nd dutiu. —As observed by Buckley, 
li. J.j-in Peel V. London and N, W. Ry Co., (1907) 1 Ch, 5 at 
p. 21, it is the right and duty of the officers of a corporation 
to inform and guide the corporators in matters affecting the 
corporate interests. A corporation will be deemed to have 
notice of all matters which come to the knowledge of its offic¬ 
ers, and which it is their duty to communicate to it. But 
the powers of officers vary considerably according to the 
nature and constitution of the corporation. As the authority 
of these officers is created by law, their power and authority 
is special and limited and not general; and their right to act 
in a specific instance must be ascertained and determined by 
an inspection of the law interpreted strictly. And these officers 
and servants can only perform their official duties within the 
limits-of the powers of the corporation they represent and 
can only exercise their powers and duties during their term 
of office. Official powers to be legally exercised must be speci¬ 
fically and expressly given. The doctrine of implied powers 
does obtain in only so far as it may be necessary to hold that a 
public officer is given the right by implication to exercise such 
powers as may be necessary to enable him to do an act, the 
performance of which is expressly and specifically granted or 
en.ioined. Aiyangar’s “ Law of Municipal Corporations,” 
p. 127. 

Personal liability of officers and servants for contracts and 
torts.— Where a municipal officer or servant in the regular 
performance of his official duties or functions enters .into 
contract relations with third parties, the presumption in law’ 
is that no personal liability was intended to Ije assumed. 
Where the intent is clear, however, that the officer or servant 
is acting for himself and not for the corporation which 
officially ho represents, the contract will be considered a 
personal one and not binding on the corporation. 

An officer may, like an ordinary agent, be personally 
liable if he acts, without authority, even though he describes 
himself as an agent. If he has no authority and knowing it, 
he assumes to possess authority, he may be liable to an action 
qf deceit; and having no authority but honestly believing 
and i^presenting that he has, he renders himself liable to an 
action upon a warranty of authority. In the ease of negoti¬ 
able instruments intent to exclude liability must appear on 
the face of the instrument. 

For the negligent performance or the non-performance 
of a discretionary duty owed to the public, there can arise 
no personal liability on the part of a public officer or 
employee; but where the duty is one not discretionary in 
its character and due to a particular individual and its per¬ 
formance results in the special and particular advanta^ or 
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benefit to that individual he is responsible for the proper 
performanee of ttie duty, if a eauae of action can arise be¬ 
cause of such neglect or failure. The corporation cannot be 
fixed with liability for torts committed by its officers in the 
general course of their business. Ibid^ pp. 129-130. ^ 

Lial^ty of committee* for contracts and torts of officers 
or servants ~ A municipal corporation is liable, just as is a 
private corporation or a natural free person, upon contracts 
properly assumed by the corporation. There may be said 
to be three requirements necessary for a valid and enforce¬ 
able contract by a municipal corporation. In the first place 
the contract must be within the scope of the powers of the 
corporation; that is to say, the corporation must be autho¬ 
rised, either expressly or impliedly by its charter or other 
statute by virtue of which it had come into existence, to 
make such a contract. In other words, no officer or agent 
can make a binding contract, if such contract is wholly 
beyond the express or implied powers of the corporation. 
In the second place, the contract must be made by the 
proper officers or agents. The officers or agents through 
whom the corporation acts in assuming the contract liability 
must be witnin the authorised scope i"*! their j)Owers in 
making the contract on behalf of the municipality. 
Finally if the manner in which the municipal corporation 
must make its contracts is expressly and imperatively pres¬ 
cribed by mandatory statutes, the contract must be made 
according to the manner prescribed by law in order to be 
valid. If these retiuirements are observed, the municipal 
corporation is liable, to private persons upon its contracts to 
the same extent as a private corporation or a natural person. 

The principle which makes it unlawful for a member of a 
municipal council to take part in any proceedings in which he 
is personally interested applies also to executive and 
administrative offeers; and a contract entered into by a 
municipal board with one of its own members is void, or 
at least voidable. So a municipal corporation may rescind 
a contract which it has made, if it appears that the officer 
who represented the municipality received a commission from 
the other party to the contract. 

Where torts are. committed by the officers or agents of 
the public corporation in the exercise of those discretionary 
and legislative or statutory powers which are delegated to 
them by the legislature, when those officers or agents in 
exercising those powers, or by failure to exercise .them, 
incidentally commit torts against natural persons or private 
corporations, the municipality is wholly free from liability. 
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In exercising the statutory powers or in exceeding them, the 
officer cannot be considered to have been the agent of the 
corporation so as to render it liable. 

It is settled law that where the duty to be performed is 
imposed by law and not by the will of the party employing 
the agent, the employer is not liable for the wrong done by 
the a^nt in such employment. 39 Mad. 781. Aiyangar’s 
“Law of Corporations in British India,” pp. 131-1 

The muniei})al corporation is, however, liable for the 
tortious acts and omissions of its officers or agents when 
those acts or omissions are violations of absolute and minis¬ 
terial duties. 

A ministerial act is “ one which a person performs in a 
given state of facts in a prescribed manner, in obedience to 
Sie mandate of legal authority, without regard to, or the 
exercise of his own judgment upon the propriety of the £wte 
done.” Flournoy v. City of Jeffersonville, 17 Ind. 169. A mini¬ 
sterial officer is under constant obligation to discharge the 
duties of his office with reasonable skill and care; and if he 
fails in these and damage ensues to one specially interested 
in the discharge of such duties, he becoines liable. Converse¬ 
ly, as it is the duty of a purely ministerial officer to do, not 
to reason why, he incurs no liability for injuries suffered 
without negligence or corrupt intent on his part. SmitFs 
Corporation, Vol. I, p. 222, quoted in Aiyangar’s “ Munieipil 
Corporations ” at p. 132. 

Public servants. Under S. 10 of the Act all officers and 
servants are public servants within the meaning of IS. 21, 
Indian Penal Code. 

Limitation for suit claiming pay or damages for wrongful 

. dismissal.— When a municipal servant is dismissed under statu¬ 
tory powers his suit for damages will be governed bv Article 
2 of the Limitation Act. Cf. 30 I. C. 390; 39 Horn. 600. 

Employment 39. Subject to the provisions of this Act and the rules 
of other offic- and bye>laws made thereunder, a committee may, and if so 
sSvants. required by the local Government dbali, employ oAer officers 
and servants, and may assign to such officers and servants such 
remuneration as it may think fit, and may suspend, remove, 
dismiss, or otherwise punish any officer or servant so appointed. 

Notes. 

S. 30 of the old Act. 

Recent changes.— The present section has been substi¬ 
tuted for the old section, vide S. 18 of Punjab Municipal 



181 


960 * 39»3 

Amendment Aet, HI of 1933. Power of suspension and punish¬ 
ment has also been specifically given and the local Govern¬ 
ment has been empowered to require the employment of 
officers and servants. The power of suspension and punish¬ 
ment had been held to be included in the power of dismis^l 
and suspension while under S 14 of the General Clauses Act 
the power of appointment includes power of dismissal 
and suspension. 

Analogous Law. — i 

S. 46, Bengal Diatrict Municipal S. 2 ^, Central Provinces Muni- 
Act, 1884. cipal Act, H of 1922. 

S. 66, Bengal Municipal Act, ; Ss. 85, 86 & 90, Madras City 

1932. Municipal Act, 1919. 

S. -37, Behar and Oris.sa Muni- , Ss. 70 & 73, Madras District 
cipal Act, 1922. Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 34-A, Bombaj' Municipal Sa. 29 & 31, Rangoon City Muni- 
Borongha Act, l925. cipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 74, 78 & 79, Bombay City Ss- 68, 59, 71, 74 & 75, U. P. 

.Municipal Act, III of 1888 i Municipalities Act, 1916, 

S 35, Burma Municipal Act. ITT ' S. 27, Punjab District Board 
of 1898. Act, 1883. 

S. 5l, Calcutta City Municipal English Lazv’. — 

Act, Ttl of 1923, .S. 19 , Municipal Corporation 

i Act, 1882. 

This duty very important. —The appointment of its 
officers is perhaps one of the most difficult and is 
certainly one of the most important duties of the com¬ 
mittees.* Efficient administration depends on the effi¬ 
ciency of o'licers and servants. Unfortunately in appoint¬ 
ing servants and officers considerations of the efficiency 
of the candidates very seldom enters the minds of 
the members with the result that administration suffers 
owing to ineompetency of officers and servants. 

Remuneration.— See Notes under S. 38. 

Delegation. —Powers under this section can be delegated 
and without such delegation the app.^intment of all servants 
of whatever grade vests in the committee and without such 
delegation bye-laws under S. 31 emp:>wering sub-committees 
or certain officers to make certain appmntments or dismissals 
will be illegal. 

Executive Officers Act. - Where this Aet is extended powers 
under S. 39 can only be exeniised by Executive Officer under 
scope of powers granted by S. 4 of the said Aet. 

Definite appointment nec^essary.— A municipality took 
over the management of a scluwl belonging to an¬ 
other institution. The municipality then gave notice 
to the teachers that their services would not be 
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required after a certain date. One of the teachers was will¬ 
ing to continue in the service and the municipal chairman 
authorized him to appoi nt a peon as a night watchman: 

Held that this would not constitute the appointment of 
the teacher in the municipal service and that in the absence 
of definite appointment he could not be held to be a servant of 
the municipality. 86 I. C. 509; 1925 Mad. 943. 

Wrongful Suspension. — A temple committee constituted 
under Act XX of 1863 has the power of suspending or dis¬ 
missing temple trustees for sutficient cause, but the power 
must be exercised at a meeting duly held for the purpose. 

An order of suspension, therefore, passed on the opinions 
of the members recorded on papers sent to them for circula¬ 
tion is illegal and ultra vires, especially if there were 
dissentients. 

Where the order itself is ultra vires, it is not open to the 
defendants in a suit for damages for wrongful suspension to 
plead sufficiency of grounds for their action. 

A temple committee is liable in damages for the wrong¬ 
ful suspension or dismissal of a trustee, but not as a corpo¬ 
rate bc^y. 

The liability is confined to the individual members who 
were parties to the suspension or dismissal. 43 I. C. 205. 

Power of dismissal includes all lesser powers. —Power of 
dismissal must necessarily include all other powers on the 
principle that the greater includes the less. The power of 
dismissal necessarily gives power to reduce. Then as to 
censure and reprimand, it follows from the power of dis¬ 
missal that the Crown has also the power of censuring its 
officers. It may at times be unnecessary to dismiss an officer. 
A censure or reprimand may be a sufficient penalty, 27 
Bom. 189. 

Power of dismissal does not include power of suspension.— 

It has been held that statutory power of dismissal does not 
include power of suspension. 19 I. 0. 353, 37 Mad. 55. See 
Contra 21 Mad. 179. 

Notice for suspension. —No notice is required for an ad 
interim suspension pending inquiry into a complaint against 
a servant entitled to hold office during good behaviour or for 
life. 

Where the order of suspension passed on an archaka by 
the trustee is not passed as a punishment of which he w^ 
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found guilty but was an ad interim order preventing him from 
performing his office pending the investigation of the charges 
of misconduct, against him, the order of suspension is not, in¬ 
valid simply because it was passed without notice to the 
archaka. 10 I. C. 548. 

Dismissal of servants.—A statutory power to appoint, 
suspend or dismiss officers or servants is vested in the muni¬ 
cipalities by reason of S. 39. But the provisions of the 
rules framed by local Government regulating the dismissal of 
servants constitute a statutory restriction or limitation to the 
pow’er given by statute to the municipality to dismiss their 
servants. These rules are manifestly for the protection and 
benefit of the officers and servants of the municipality and the 
existence of such rules is inconsistent with the position that 
a servant of a committee is a servant who may be dismissed 
at pleasure at any time without notice and without reason. 
Cf. 1929 Sindh 69, 113 I. C. 389. 

Jurisdiction of court to question dismissal—Damages for 
wrongful dismissal. —In a suit for damages for wrongful 
dismissal brought by an officer of Karachi Municipality 
against the municipality', once the court is satisfied that the 
plaintiff’s dismissal has been in accordance with the rules 
and bye-law’S of the municipality it has no jurisdiction to 
probe any further into the questit)n. If, liowever, the court 
finds that the plaintiff’s dismissal has been w'anton and in 
Utter disregard of rules and bye-laws of the municipality, 
the municipality would forfeit the protection and privilege 
afforded to them by statute and the plaintiff w'ould be entitl¬ 
ed to succeed as in ordinary suit betw’een master and servant 
for wrongful dismissal. 1929 Sindh 69. 

Misconduct, what is.— There is no fixed rule of law defin¬ 
ing the degree of misconduct which will justify dismissal 
from service. It will depend on the nature of the misconduct 
and the nature of the duties to be performed by the person 
dismissed. 1929 Sindh 69. 

Measure of damages. —Kvery master has an inherent 
right to dispense with the services of his servant after reason¬ 
able notice. As to what is reasonable notice depends upon 
the servant’s employment. When this is determined the 
measure of damages is what the servants would have earned 
in the employment of his master during the period of notice. 
The damages for the dismissal cannot include compensation 
for the manner of the dismissal, for injured feelings or for 
the loss he may sustain from the fact that the dismissal 
makes it more difficult for him to obtain fresh employment, 
1929 Sindh 69,113 I. C. 389. 
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Note .—Period of notice is prescribed in the Punjab under 
S. 45 of the Act, 

Under S. 39 and the rules made for the dismissal 
of municipal servants, municipal committee or the sub-com¬ 
mittee with delegated powers under S. 33 is constituted 
a domestic tribunal having the right to appoint or dismiss a 
servant without retaining under it the ordinary law regu¬ 
lating the dismissal of a servant by his master. But this 
right is subject to certain safeguards, vis. (1) that there must 
be evidence before the tribunal on which it can reasonably 
find that the ground of dismissal stated in the statute is in 
fact proved before it, and (2) secondly, that any inquiry 
before it must be conducted in accordance with the principles 
of natural justice, and that in particular the accused must be 
given an opportunity of being heard in his own defence and 
of cross-examining the opposing witnesses and also of calling 
his own witnesses, and (3) thirdly, that the decision must 
not be based on purely capricious grounds. The matter 
further is not left open to be reviewed in a court of law, 
nor does an appeal lie from the decision unless the servant 
can make out that the above safeguards have been \iolated. 
Cf. 126 I. C. 324, 32 Bom. L. R. 463 ; 1930 Bom. 320. 

Suit for damages for urrongful dismissal of servant. —Where 
an employee in municipal service, who has been dis¬ 
missed by the municipality sues it for damages on the 
ground that he was dismissed without notice given or cause 
shown, then he would have no cause of action. The munici¬ 
pality is not required by tlieir statute to give notice or show 
cause. But if he alleges that the municipality in dismissing 
him has not conformed to its own rules, it is an allegation 
which discloses a cause of action and which the court has 
jurisdiction to consider and decide.* 

Where the statute vests a discretion in the municipality 
the court must be satisfied tliat the discretion has been 
exercised according to the limitation imposed by the statute. 
But the municipality is not under an obligation to satisfy 
the court that their decision was reasonable and the court is 
not entitled to consider whether the said decision was justi- 
fSed. Where jurisdiction to decide a question has been con¬ 
ferred by statute upon what may be called a “ Domestic Tri¬ 
bunal ” that tribunal has jurisdiction to decide rightly or to 
decide wrongly. The decision of such a tribunal must be 
final. If it were found that persons who have a power of 


• Punjab Municipal Act provides a notice of one month for 
discharge. 
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thisr description have in the coarse of their inquiry disre¬ 
garded the procedure by the statute incumbent upon them, 
then the court might interfere. But if they had followed 
that procedure correctly court has no power to interfere 
and must accept their decision. 

Per Mehta, A. J. C.: Where a person gets himself en¬ 
gaged in the service of a municipality he must be deemed to 
nave agreed to abide by the law under which the munici¬ 
pality had to function. Where a party to a contract agrees 
that in case of any dispute arising out of the contract or 
in any matter concerning the contract he will abide by the 
decision of the party, he cannot afterwards be allowed to 
say that such decision is not binding upon him, being a de- 
^^ision by a person in his own ease, unless it can be shown 
*?*to be arbitrary or otherwise unjust. Hence a person in 
municipal service cannot insist on any limitations to the power 
of the municipality to dismiss him not provided for in that 
behalf by the Act or rules having the force of law. 1933 
Sindh 93. 


40. A Goverament official who has been continuously 
employed by a committee from the commencement of the 
Punjab Municipal Act, 1884, and who is in the emplojrment 
of the committee at the commencement of this Act shall not be 
dismissed from that employment without the sanction of the 
local Government. 


Notes. 


S. 31 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— 

S 46, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1884. 

S. 39(3), l^harand Orissa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922 

S. 58 pro.(c), Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 


S. 46 (J) (c), Bombay District 
Municipal x\ct, III of 1901. 

S. 77 (3), Madras District Muni¬ 
cipality Act, V of 1920. 

S 28(3), U. P. Municipalities 
Act, 1916. 


So far as removal of Government officials in the employ 
of municipal committees is concerned this section provides a 
limitation over the absolute power of dismissal or removal 
which committees possess over their servants. 


41. If in the opinion of the local Govo-nment, any officer 
or servant of the committee is negligent in the discharge of his 
duties, the committee shall, on the requirement of the local 
Government, su)q>end, fine, or otherwise punish him; and if in 
Uie opinimk of the local Government he is unfit for his employ¬ 
ment, the committne shall disnuss him. 


A 
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ment offi¬ 
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Power to 
demand pu¬ 
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dismissal. 
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Provided that the power conferred by this section shall not be 
exercised in respect of on Executive Officer appointed under the 
provision of the Punjab Municipal (Executive Officers) Act, 

Notes. 

Analogous Law. - C/. S. 25(25) of Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, II of 1922. 

Executive Officers Act. —The proviso in italics should be ‘ 
deemed to have been added in ease of munieipalies to which 
Executive Officers Act is extended. 

S. 41 of Act III of 1911 was a new section The 
present section has now been substituted by S. 19 of Act 
in of 1933. The section has been considerably altered. The 
old section is quoted below which will show how the ne’^?= 
section has been altered. The right of appeal has also 
taken away and otherwise the control of the local Gov&tfe- 
ment over municipal servants has considerably been increased: i. 

“ 41. If, in the opinion of the Deputy Commissioner, or, 
where the Deputy Commissioner is a member of the com¬ 
mittee, of the Commissioner, any officer or servant employed 
by the committee is unfit for his employment, the committee 
shall, on the requirement of the Deputy Commissioner or the 
Commissioner, as the case may be, dismiss him: 

** Provided that the officer or servant or the committee 
may appeal to the Commissioner against a re{iuirement made 
by a Deputy Commissioner, and to the local Government 
against a requirement made by a Commissioner and the decision 
of the Commissioner or the local Government, as the case 
may be, on any such appeal shall be final.” 

42. If, in the opinion of the Commissioner, the number 
of persons onployed by a committee as officers or servants, or 
whom the committee may propose to employ as such, or the 
remuneration assigned by the committee to those persons or any 
of them is excessive, the committee shall, on the requirement 
of the Commissioner, reduce the number of those persons or the 
remuneration, as the case may be: 

Provided that the committee may appeal against any such 
reqtdrement to the local Government, and the decision of the 
local Government on any such appeal shall be final. 

Notes. 


S. 32 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law.— -S. 216 of Bombay Municipal Boroughs 
Act, 1925,'S. 176 of Bombay District Municipal Act, III of 
1901; S. 36 of Burma Municipal Act, HI of 1898; S. .27 of 



43 j ist 

C. P. Mtiaicipal Act, II of 1922; S. 2? Pfo^iso Punjab Dis¬ 
trict Board Act, 1883. 

By Ss. 41 and 42 the Government retains certain powers 
of control over municipal establishments. There is a constant * 
danger of municipal administration becoming extravagant 
and municipal patronage being showered on unfit persons. 

43. (1) if an officer or servant of a committee is a Gov> 

emment official, the committee may— 

(a) if his services are wholly lent to it, contribnte to his 
pension, gratuity, and leave allowances in accordance 
with any generad or special orders of the Governor. 
General in Council in force for the time being ; and 

(b) if he devotes only a part of his time to the porfor* 
mance of duties on behalf of the committee, contri¬ 
bute to his pension, gratuity and leave allowances in 
such proportion as may be determined by the local 
Government. 

(2) If an officer or servant of a committee is not a Govern¬ 
ment official, the committee may, subject to such conditions as 
Uie local Government nwy prescribe,— 

(a) grant him leave, absentee or acting allowance ; and 

(b) if his pay is less than twenty rupees a month, either 
permit him to contribute to a provident or annuity 
fund established imder (c) or grant him a gratuity 
on retirement ; and 

(c) if his pay is over twenty rupees a month establish 
and maintain a provident or annuity fund, and com¬ 
pel him to contribute thereto. 

({/) where such a fund has not bemi established, or where 
such a fund has been established, but he has been 
contributing thereto for less than the whole of his 
service, grant him a gratuity or purchase or arrange 
for an annuity for him on his retirement. 

(3) With the sancticm of the local Government, the com¬ 
mittee may give an extraordinary pension or gratuity— 

(a) to any officer or servant injured in the execution of 
his duty; 

(b) to ffie family of any officer mr servimt who is killed 
in the execution of hb duty or whose death, is das' 
to devotion to duty. 


Pensions, 
leave allow 
ances and 
Provident 
Fund. 
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(4) A pennon, gratuity or annuity shall not exceed th^'suih 
to which, under any general or special orders of the Governor* 
General in Council for the time being in force, such office <Mr 
his family would be entitled if the service had been se^ice 
imder Government. 

Notes. 

Ss. 33 and 34 of the old Act with considerable' alter¬ 
ations. 

The section has been largely based on S. 42 of the N. 
W. P. and Oudh Act I of 1900 as amended by Act 1 of 1907. 

The w’ord “ twenty ” has been substituted for the word 
“ten” in Cl. 2 {b) in view of the general rise in pay. 

Recent changes.- S. 20 of Punjab Amendment Act, 111 
of 1933, has substituted sub-clauses (/;) and (c) for the old 
sub-clauses (&) and (r). The old sub-clauses were in the 
following terms;— 

(6) if his pay is less than twenty rupees a month, 
grant him a gratuity on retirement ; 

(c) establish and maintain a provident or annuity 
fund and compel him to contribute theretb. 

Analogous Law :— i 

Ss. 47 & 48, Bengal District, j Ss. <’)•'>, 56 & 57 Calcutta City 
. Municipal Act, 1884. j .Municipal Act, HI of 1923. 

Ss. 69 & 70 Bengal Muni(;i- 1 S. 25, Central Provinces Muni- 
pal Act, ' XV of 19.12. cipal Act, If of 1922. 

Ss. 88 & 39, (1) and (2) Of Behar; S 88, 93 & 94, Madras City 
and Orissa Municipal Act, Municipal Act, 1919. 

, 1922 S. 77, Madras District Municipal 

S. 58 (ft) (2) & 158-A, Bombay Act, V of 1920. 

Municipal Boroughs Act, S,s 35, & 135-Vin, Rangoon City 
1925, I Municipal Act, 1922. 

S 46 ./■ h j b Bombay District ; Ss. 78-80 & 297 (d), United Pro- 

„ Municip 5 il Act, III of 1901. i viuces Municipalities Act, 

S, 81, Bombay City Municipal j 1916. 

Act, III of 1888. Ss. 28 and 29 of Punjab District 

Ss. 37 a) & 38, 38A & 38B. Burma . Board Act, 1883., 

Municipal Act, III of 1898. 

Providmit Funds Act.— The present. Act governing such 
Punds IS Act of 192^. The Act Sipplies to Oovernment 
Provident Funds constituted by the authority. of the Govern- 
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jtnent for class or classes of its employees and to Railway 
Provident Funds. Under S. 8 of the above Act the local Gov- 
• ernment has power by notiiication in the local official Gazette 
to apply the provision of this Act to any Provident Fund estab¬ 
lished by any Icxial authority for the benefit of its emplojrees. 
If the Act is extended to any local authority then the Fund 
cannot.be attached by any Civil (’ourt. See 35 Cal. 641. 
The deposit retains its characterestic as compulsory deposit 
only so long as it is in Fund. 92 1. U. 673: The money in 
such Fund is exempt from attachment by creditors even 
after the death of the subscriber. 46 Cal. 962 1929 
All. 417 (o). 

Provident Fund Rules. —The Government has in the 
Account Ccxle prescribed rules for the regulation of the 
Provident Funds. See rules in Chapter XVl c>f Municipal 
Account Code, 1930. 


Government sanction for allowance — In a municipality, A 
was originally employed as a sanitary inspector. Three 
years later he w^as appointed secretary on a monthly con¬ 
solidated pay of Rs, 75. Later on he applied to the com¬ 
mittee to give him some allowance for doing the work of 
supervision of sanitation and the chairnian of the Public 
Health Committee proposed that should get Rs. 12 as 
monthly allowance for doing additional work. This proposal 
was ultimately confirmed by the numicijial committee and 
A was accordingly pakl this allowance. The payment of 
this allowance, how'ever, was objected to by the auditor on 
the ground that it recpiired sanction of the local Govern¬ 
ment, The committee applied for sanction but the Com¬ 
missioner returned the application without forwarding it to 
the local Government. The committee tlu‘reupon sued A 
for the reef)very of the allowrance paid to him. Heldf that 
assuming that sanction of local Government was neces¬ 
sary, the burden of obtaining it was on the committee 
and that unless the local Government was approached and 
it refused to accord its sanction, the payment already made 
to A could not be said to have been illegally received by 
him so as to give the committee a right to recover the 
amount from him. 

General rules do not delegate to the Commissioner the 
powder of local Government of according sanction but do not 
even authorize the Commissioner to withhold forwarding 
such a proposal and the action of the Commissioner refusing 
to forwanl to the local Government, the representation of 
the municipal committee for sanction is ultra vires. Cf. 
1929 Na^. 213. 
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44. ^1) If n per«Mi sarvoig or baving Miraed tOMi^r 
a «o«ai»ittee ha« been or b tramforred from at to the 
eervfre of Government or b partly employed by Ae 
Government and partly by a committee, the committee 
dball contribute to his pension and leave allowances to 
the extent required by the rules in force for the time being 
made by the Governor-General in Council in thw behalf. 


(2) In the absence of a written contract to the contrary, the 
committee may dispense with the services of any such person 
by giving the local Government one month’s previous notice. 

Notes. 

This section is new. It is based on S. 44 of N. W. P. 
and Oudh Act, I of 1900 as amended by Act I of 1907. Cl. 
(2) had been substituted by Amendment Act II of 1923. 

Analogous Law.— S. 76 (^>) of Bengal Municipal Act, XV 
of 1932; S. 78 of U. P. Municipalities Act, 1916. 


Notice be- 45. (1) In the absence of written contract to the con- 

Surge **'*'y» «very officer or servant employed by a committee 

shall be entitled to one month’s notice before discharge or 
one month’s wages in lieu thereof, unless he is discharged during 
a period of probation or for misconduct or was engaged for a 
specified term and discharged at the end of it. 

(2) Should any officer or servant employed by a com¬ 
mittee, in the absence of a written contract authorizing him so 
to do, and without reasonable cause, resign his employment or 
absent himself from his duties without giving one month’s notice 
to the committee, he shall be liable to forfeit a sum not exceed¬ 
ing one month’s wages out of any wages due to him, 
and if no zvayes, or less than one month’s wages are due 
to him, he shall be liable to a penalty not exeeeding 
wages for one month or an amount equal to the difference bet¬ 
ween one month’s zvages and the zvages due to him, ztihich shall be 
recoverable in the manner prescribed by S. 81. 

(3) Should any sweeper employed by a committee, in the 
absence of a written contract authorizing him so to do and with¬ 
out reasonable cause, resign his employment or absent himself 
from his duties without giving one month’s notice to the com¬ 
mittee, or neglect or refuse to perform his duties or any of them, 
he shall be liable to imprisonment which may extend to t%ro 
months. 

(4) The local Government may, by notification, direct 
that, on and from a date to be specified in the notification, the 
provisions of sub-section (3) with respect to sweepers shall 
apply also to any specified class of servants employed by any 
committee whose functions intimately concern the public health 
of safety. 
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S. 203 of old Act with considerable changes. Cls. (3) ^ 
and (4) reproduce Cls. (2) and (3) of S, 203 of the 
of the old Act. The first clause has been extended to all 
servants. Cl. (2) is new and makes the duty of the 
committee reciprocal. See Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill. 

Cl. 2 has now been further amended by S. 21 of the 
Pun.iab Amendment Act, III of 1933. The portion in italics 
has been added to the existing sub-clause 2. In case there 
are no wages due to the employee or if the wages due do not 
represent one month’s wages, then a penally to make up the 
amount to one month’s wages is recoverable and this can be 
done under S. 81 of the Act. 

Analogous Law .— 

S. 1^8, Bengal District Mnnici- 8 26, Central Province.? Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. pal Act, TT of 1922. 

S. 71, Bengal Municipal Act, i S. 863, Madras City Municipal 

XV of 1932. 1 Act, 1919. 

S. 40, Behar and Ori.sisa Muni- j 8 318, Madra.s Di.strict Munici- 
cipal Act, 1922. i j)al Act, V of 1920 

8. 4o, Burma Municipal Act, ' 8s. 36 & 210, Rangoon City Muni- 
rnof 1898. 1 cipal Act, 1922. 

8s. 376, & 496, (''alcntta City i S. <s.>, I’nited Provinces Munici- 
Municipal Act, III of 1923 i palities Act, 1916. 

8. 178, Cantonment Act, FT of : 

1924. I 

Voluntary resignation and compulsory dismissal.— In 

determining whether a person has resigned or has been com¬ 
pelled to resign the correct test is to find whether the acts and 
conduct of the servant evince an intention no longer to be 
Ixiiind by the contract, or whether the conduct of the 
employer amounts to a basic refusal to continue the serv'ant 
on the agreed t(*rm.s of the employment, in the latter case 
there is a wrongful dismi.ssal and repudiation of the contract 
and the use of polite insleatl of perenijdory language would 
not alter the conclusion. 192:) Sindh ()9. 

Tenure of office. —This section makes it clear that all 
offices under the municipal conimittee are held at pleasure. 

A month’s notice or month’s wages is all that is necessary 
for discharge of any servant. Government servants are 
governed by the provisions of Ss, 40 and 41. The servpts or 
officers are also liable to removal without such notice in case 
of misconduct. 

Striking work after insufficient notice. —The provisions are 
very drastic and require to be very carefully worked. 
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j They are obviously enacted to meet the grave public danger 

which may arise from a sudden strike of sweepers in a town. 

{ On loth April ten sweepers sent a notice to the municipal 

§ board demanding an increase of pay. Having received no 

j reply to this they on ‘lOth April sent a further notice 

? threatening to strike on 1st May unless their demands were 

j granted. On 1st May they abandoned their work in aecor- 

1 dance with the notice. The magistrate examined the health 

officer in the ease of one. of these and the latter stated that 
there was the danger of cholera epidemic. 

ffg/rf, that they were rightlv convicted under S. 45 (1). 
Cf. 1924 All. 188; 46 All. 41; 81 I. C!. 143. 

See also notes~under S. 39. 

Contracts. 

athority to 46. (1) The committee of any municipality of the first 

ntract. class may, subject to the provisions of this Act, delegate to 

one or more of its members the power of entering on its behalf 
into any particular contract whereof the value of amount does 
not exceed five hundred rupees, or into any class of such 
contracts. 

(2) No contract by or on behalf of any committee where* 
of the value or amount exceeds five hundred rupees shall be 
entered into until it has been sanctioned at a meeting of com* 
mittee. 

Notes. 



S. 35 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law: — I 

S. 37, Bengal District Municipal I 
Act, 1884. 

S. 103, Bengal Municipal Act, ' 
XV of 1982. 

S. 64, Behar and Orissa Munici- ! 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 48 (3), Bombay Municif)al 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 49 (3) {hu Bombay Di.strict 
Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

Cf. S. 69-70 of Bombay City 
Municipal Act, III of 1888. 

Ss. 67 & 68, Calcutta City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, lit of 1923 


S. 113, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

8, 44, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, 11 of 1922. 

S.s. 78 & 80, Madra,s City Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1919. 

S. 68, Madras District Municipal 
Act, V of 1920. 

Schedule 1, Ch. IV, Rangoon 
City Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 9ti. United Provinces Munici- 
palities Act, 191(5. 

English Law: — 

S. 174, Public Health Act, 187.'). 


Executive Officers Act. - This section shall be deemed to 
be omitted in municipalities where Executive Officers Act is 
extended—©tdr S. 1 of Schedule II to Act II of 1931. 
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Clmwe (1). —This is the only section which recognises the 
the power of delegation in favour of individual membera in 
first class municipalities. 

Clause (2).— The power to contract is given in S. 18 of 
the Act. The contract must be necessary for the purposes 
of the Act. A municipal corporation can only enter into 
such contracts as are within the scope of the objects for 
which it was incorporated. Any contract going beyond 
this limitation is ultra vires. It follows, therefore, that 
the governing body of a corporation cannot use the funds of 
the community in (tontracts for a purpose oilier than that 
for which the corporation was constituted. Picicering v. 
StephcHsoH, (1872) L. R. 14 Rq. 322. 

It was held by the Calcutta High Court that a contract 
made on behalf of the Commissioners by a municipal subor¬ 
dinate in respect of a sum below five hundred would 
binding on the Commissioners if such subordinate had 
authority to make it or the ('fommissioners subsequently 
ratified it but not otherwise. In such a case the Agent 
could not be sued unless he had contracted personally. 9 W. 
R. 209. 

The provision of S. 46 of United Provinces Municipal Act 
that a contract invohing an amount exc.eeding .lOO rupees 
should lie sanctioned by the board is not directory, but 
mandatory. Cf. 1926 Ou(ih. 388. 

When a lease whicli is re^iuired to be sanctiond by the 
committee at a meeting, was made by the chairman, it was 
held to be ultra vites. Stich a lease could not be validated by 
ratification such as acceptance of rent. 1923 Cal. 675, 37 C. 
L. J. 589, 75 I. C. 506. 

Burden of proof.— The onus of establishing that a contract 
fulfils the requirements of the statute lies on the iierson 
asserting fulfilment. 1923 Cal. 675, .37 C. L. J. 589, 75 1. C. 
506. 

Auction sale. — There can be no doubt whatever that 
the sale by auction is a contract when the conditions of sale 
provide that the highest bidder shall be the purchaser; the 
person who makes the highest bid has a right of action 
against the seller on his refusing to act in accordance with 
the conditions. 

The word contract” as used in Ss. 46 and 47 of the 
Municipal Act must be taken in its ordinary meaning. 
Where a municipal committee sold certain grass by auction 



Mode of excH 
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to the plaintiff as the highest bidder and the sale was con- 
finned in a resolution of the nmnicipality and the 
memorandum of auction was signed by plaintiff and vice- 
president and secretary of the municipality. Held, that 
contract as contemplated by Ss. 46 and 47 was complete. 
Cf. 1924 Nag. 227, 78 I. C. 1052. 

Contract as entered different from contract as sanctioned.— 

Provisions requiring sanction of the committee to contracts 
are not merely directory but compulsory. A sanction given 
in a particular case cannot cover a subsequent contract when 
there are variations in parties and terms between the first 
contract and the subsequent contract. 1930 Bom. 414, 127 
T. C. 491. 


Sanction of contract.— The fact of the board passing a 
resolution that they had noted certain proceedings of a sub¬ 
committee cannot be construed as a resolution sanctioning 
contracts which were con irmed in the course of the proceed¬ 
ings of the sub-committee. Cf. 1926 Oudh 388, 1(9 I. C. 
643. 


For further notes see S. 47. 

47. (1) Every contract made by or on behalf of the com¬ 

mittee of any municipality of the first class whereof the value 
or amount exceeds one hundred rupees, and every contract 
made by or on behalf of the committee of any municipality of 
tte second class whereof the value or amount exceeds fifty 
rupees, shall be in writing, and must be signed by two members, 
of whom the president or a vice-president shall be one, and 
countersigned by the secretary: 

Provided that, when the power of entering into any contract 
on bdialf of the committee has been delegated under tbe last 
foregoing section, the signature or signatures of the member or 
members to whom the power hsut been delegated shall be suffi* 
cient. 


(2) Every transfer of immoveable property belonging to 
any committee most be made by an instrument in writing, exe¬ 
cuted by the president or vice-president, and by at least two other 
members of conunittee, whose execution thereof shall be attested 
by the secretary. 

(3) No contract or transfer of the description mmitio ied in 
this section executed otherwise than in conformity with the pro¬ 
visions of this section diall be binding on the committee. 
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5. 36 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law: — I Ss. 114 & 115, Cantonment Act, 

S, 37, Bengal District Municipal 11 of 1924. 

Act, 1884. S. 44, Central Provinces Munici- 

S. 103, Bengal Municipal Act, | cipal Act, II of 1922. 

XV of 1932. S. 81, Madras City Municipal 

S. 64, Behar and Orissa Munici- Act, 1919. 

pal Act, 1922. S. 69, Madras District Municipal 

S. 50, Bombay Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Boroughs Act, 1924. S. 177, Rangoon City Municipal 

S.40 (3) (4) (6) & (7), Bombay Act, 1922. 

District Municipal Act, III of Ss. 96, 97 & 124(3)United Provin- 
1901 I ces Municipalities Act, 1916. 

S. 39, Burma Municipal Act, HI English Law: — 

of 1898. S. 174, Public Health Act, 1875. 

Executive Officers Act. — S. 47 above is deemed to be omitted 
in municipalities to which Executive Officers Act applies, vide 
Schedule II, S. 1 of the Executive Officers Act. In such 
municipalities contracts are governed by the provisions of 
S. 6 of the Executive Officers Act, which is given below 

6 . (i) Every contract to be entered into by the committee shaM 
be made on behalf of the committee by the Executive Officer: 

Provided that the Executive Officer shall be bound by any 
resolution of the committee fixing terms, rates or maximxim prices 
in the particular case or any cla.ss of cases. 

(2) No contract affecting immovable property or involving a 
sum exceeding such sum as the committee may fix shall be made by 
the Executive Officer unless it has been sanctioned by the committee. 

(5) Every contract made by the Executive Officer shall be 
reported to the committee within fifteen days of its being made. 

(4) Every contract made by the Executive Officer on behalf of 
the committee .shall be entered into in such manner and form as would 
bind him if it were made on his own behalf and may in like manner 
and form be varied or divseharged: 

Provided that every contract involving a sum exceeding one 
hundred rupees or affecting immovable property shall be in writing 
and shall be sealed with the common seal of the committee. 

(5) The common seal of the committee shall remain in the 
custody of the Executive Oflicer and shall not be affixed to any con¬ 
tract or other instrument except in the presence of the Executive 
Officer who shall sign the contract in token that the same was sealed 

in his presence. ., , . . 

(<5) No contract executed otherwise than as proi ided in this 
section shall be binding on the committee: 

Provided that, when work is given on contract at unit rates and 
the number of units is not precisely determinable, the contract shall 
not be deemed to contravene the provisions of thivS section merely by 
reason of the fact that the yiecuniary limits pre.scribed in sub-section 
(J8) or sub-section (4) are eventually exceeded. 
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Mandatory nature of S. 47. —The provisions of the 
section are imperative and must be followed before the muni¬ 
cipal committees can be made liable for contracts. If the 
contract of the value specified in the section is not executed 
in strict accordance with the formalities laid down it will 
not be binding and if contract be executed the contractor will 
not be entitled to recover even on quantum meruit. This was 
strict English Law. The tendency of the Indian courts is now 
to relax this rule. Where committees have received benefits 
under ecntracts not executed in acciordance with the pro¬ 
visions of this section tlie committees have been made liable 
under S. 65 or 70 of the contract or the doctrine of quan¬ 
tum meruit. The section should not be taken as a formal 
matter but is designed purposely for the protection of the 
rate-payers As remarked by fjord Bramwell in the. leading 
ease Young v. Mayor of Leamington, (1883) 8 App. Cas. 517, 
These provisions are tlesigned by the legislature as a pro¬ 
tection for rate-payors (who must act through the agency 
of a representative body) by requiring the observance of 
certain formalities whicli involve deliberation and reflection.'^ 

The provisions are mandatory. 1926 Oudh 388; 1932 Oudh 
193; 1932 Cal. 85. 

When a statute lays down certain mandatory provisions 
in regard to the framing of ciuitracts beUveen the committee 
and a pri\ ate indi\ idual it is t)o answer to say that Ixrause the 
provisions were ignored on particular occasions and payments 
were matle on contracts which were not in ci>nformity with 
the statute thal should 1x3 taken as a precedent which is bind¬ 
ing on the committee in every case. The contracts to be 
binding upon the committee must be made in strict confor¬ 
mity with the provisions laid down in the statute. If the.v 
are not so made they are not valid as against him. Cf. 1926 
Oudh 388; 99 1. O. 643. also 54 Cal, 189; 1930 Lah. 364. 

Where a statute requires that a parti<3ular kind of trans 
for shall be effected by a particular kind of instrument such 
a provision must be enforced with great stringency. 

English law and Indian decisions. —A certain amount 
of confusion is noticeable in Indian decisions based on 
English authorities. In England tliere are corporate 
bodies which are not go\'erned by the statutory pro¬ 
visions of S. 174 of I’ublic Health Act, 1875, cxirresponding to 
S. 47 above. In the ease of such corporate bodies it is said that 
their contracts are go\'erned by common law which requires 
that the contracts of c.orporate bodies should be under seal. 
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This general principle has been relaxed and the presence of 
seal is not obligatory at least in certain cases. Where the 
contmct has been executed, the contractor has been allowed 
to recover even if the seal be absent. The leading case govern¬ 
ing the contracits of such corporate bodies is Lawford and Bil- 
lericay R. D. C. (l903) 1 K. B. 772. In ease of corporate bodies 
governed by the statutory provisions of S. 174, I’ublic Health 
Act 1875, the formalities of the contract are obligatory and 
in the ateence of such formalities the committees are not 
liable even if the other party to tlie contract has executed 
the contract unless the et)ntraci is not under the T^ublic 
Health Act. The leading case in tlie latter class of corporate 
bodies is Young v. Leamington (Mayor of) 8 App. Cas. 517; 47 
J. P. 620. In India all municipal corporations are governed by 
statutory provisions corresponding to S. 174, Public Health 
Act 1875 and considerations applicable to corporate bodies 
under common law should not }>e applied to them. I n view of 
the importance of the subject to municipal committees the 
following article from the “Justice of the Peace” gi^ing a 
succinct statement of law" in England is quoted below;— 


At common law a corix^ration could not contract except 
under its common seal, a rule wrhieh has sometimes been 
called a “ a relic of barbarism,*’ sometimes ** a necessity 
inherent in the very nature of corpr)ration. ” But, which¬ 
ever it is, its inconvenience lias led to the introduction of 
many exceptions. These appear tf» be(l) where the contract is 
small in amount or importance; (2) where it is of frequent 
occurrence; (3) where convejiience almost amounting to neces¬ 
sity requires the omission of the seal: (4) where the matter 
of the contract is necessary or incidental to the purposes for 
which the corpt^ration w’as established; and (5) where 
speeilic performance could be ordered. 

In the well-knowm case of Nicholson v. Brad field Union 
(1866) L. R. I. Q. B. 620; 35 L. J. Q. B. 176, the authori¬ 
ties are marshalled, but the difficulty of reconciling them 
was so great that in Young v. Leamington Spa Corporation, a 
case under the Public Health Act, 1875, both Lord Justice 
Lindley (as he then was) in the Court of Appeal, and Lord 
Blackburn, in the House of Lords, expressed the opinion that 
they required revised and authoritative exposition ( see 8 
Q. B. D. at p. 585 and 8 App. Cas. at p. 523). Such an 
exposition was given by the Court of Appeal twenty years 
afterwai*ds in Lawford v. Billericay R. D. C. (1903) 1 K. B. 
772; 72 L. J. K. B. 554 ; 67 J. P. 245. In that ease the 
plaintiff was acting as engineer for the defendants in con- 
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nection with a sewerage scheme under a sealed agreement. 
A committee under the Local Government Act, 1894. request¬ 
ed him to perform some extra services, the plaintiff and the 
clerk to the defendants corresponded about his remunera¬ 
tion, but no agreement under seal was executed. The resolu¬ 
tions of the committee with respect to these services w'ere 
approved by the defendants. In an action for the remunera¬ 
tion the defendants contended that the plaintiff could not 
recover for want of the seal, but the Court of Appeal held 
that he could. The eases were all considered, and Vaughan 
Williams, L. J., said: I think the decision in Clarke v. 
Cuckfield Union and the other eases decided on the same lines, 
are to be preferred to the contrary decisions.” Stirling, 
L. J., pointed out (1) that the work the plaintiff had done 
vras necessary for the defendant corporation in carrying out 
the purposes for which ir was created; (2) although the com¬ 
mittee had no pow'er to make a contract with the plaintiff, 
yet the confirmation of the minutes of the committee by the 
council amounted to a ratification of their acts and accept¬ 
ance of the w'ork done by the plaintiff; and (3) the consider¬ 
ation for payment wras executed. “ I think therefore,” ho 
said, that the defendants are liable io pay for the work on 
a contract to be implied at law' from their acts.” This was 
a case of a rural district council, but with regard to urban 
district councils, it w'as laid down by Bramwell and Brett, 
L. JJ., in Hunt V. Wimbljdon Local Board (1378) 4 C. P. 1). 
48;48 L. J. O. F. 207; 43 J. P. 28 b that S. 174 of the 
Public Health Act, 1375, peremptorily required that all 
contracts of urban district councils exceeding £50 in value 
whether necessary and of frequent occurrence or not were 
to be in W'riting and sealed. Again in Young v. Royal 
Leamington Spa (1832) 8 Q. B. D. 5<9 at p. 585 Lord Justice 
Lindley said; “ The Act draws a line betw’een contracts for 
more than £50 and contracts for £.50 and under; contracts 
for not more than £50 need not be sealed and can be enforced 
whether executed or not, and without reference to the 
question whether they could be enforced at common law by 
reason of their trivial nature. But contracts for more than 
£50 are positively required to be under seal.” This judg¬ 
ment was adopted by Lord Blackburn in the House of Lords, 
8 App. Gas. at p- 522. 

In Hodge v. Matlock Bath (1911) 8 L. G. B. 1127; 75 J. P. 
65, the plaintiff had been appointed, with another, joint 
architect to the urban district council in connection with 
the erection of a kursaal under a statutory obligation. The 
appointment w'as by resolution and not under seal. The 
plaintiff, in pursuance of the resolution, prepared plans 
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and did certain woric for the defendants which they accepted 
but while the scheme was inchoate the defendants rescinded 
the agreement with the plaintiff and dismissed him without 
payment. He thereupon commenced an action against the 
corporation, claiming damages for wrongful dismissal, and 
also claiming payment on a quantum meruit. The jury found 
that the dismissal was not justified but Mr. Justice Lawrence 
held that the plaintiff could not recover on the ground of 
wrongful dismissal, because there was no contract under seal. 
The jury awarded £2‘iQ damages for work done by the plain¬ 
tiff up to the time of his dismissal, and his Lordship gave 
judgment for that amount. The defendants then applied to 
the Court of Ap^al for judgment or a new trial. The 
court affirmed the principle of the decision of A. T. 
Lawrence, J., but held that the damages must be reduced to 
since that was the sum which plaintiff claimed in 
respect of work done and services rendered, and, there being 
no evidence to show that this sum was inadequate, the jury 
were wrong in exceeding the particulars which are always 
intended to define the limits of a plaintiff’s claim in a case 
w'here there is no evidence of inadequacy. 

Now here we have a case of an urban district council 
and the amount of unsealed contract over £'59 and yet the 
plaintiff was paid on a quantum meruit. But the explanation 
is that the work was not done under the Public Health Act, 

1875, but under the private Act for the erection of the 
kursaal wdiich provided I'or the payment of the cost of the 
W'ork. 

Douglas V. iihyl Urban District Council (1913) 2 Ch. 407; 
82 L. J. 537; 77 J. P. 373, was another case which was held 
to be outside the Public Health Act, 1875. Joyce, J., said 
that the defendants were a corporation exercising the 
powers of the old Rhyl Improvement Commissioners: “There¬ 
fore their contracts must be under seal with certain excep¬ 
tions. Although there may have l>een a difference of opinion 
and conflicting aiithorities, I think it now’ settled that, 
in the absence of an express statutory provisions requiring a 
contract under seal, the reciuirement of the corporate seal 
at common law’ is subject to this exception. Wherever the 
purposes for w’hich a corporation is created render it 
necessary that the W’ork shall be done or goods supplied to 
carry such purposes into effect, and orders are given at 
a corporate meeting regularly constituted and having power 
to make contracts authorised and necessary for the purposes 
for which the corporation is created, and the work is done 
or goods supplied and accepted, and the w’hole consideration 
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for the payment executed, there is a eontraet to pay implied 
from the acts of the corporation, and the corporation cannot 
keep the goods and refuse to pay on the ground of mere 
absence of a formality, or that the fixing of the seal was 
wanting. The authority for that is the very imj^rtant ease 
of Lmvford v. Billericay Urban District Council, which, in my 
opinion, has settled the law.'’ 

A recent decision is Baker and others v. Holme Cultram 
Urban District Council, (1915) 85 L. J, K. B. 799; 80 J. P. 
241 where a firm of parliamentary agents sued the defend¬ 
ants for an amount above £ 50, costs incurred in carrying a 
local Bill through Parliament to enable the defendants to 
acquire a gas undertaking. The contract of agency was not 
under seal; but the local Act provided that all costs and 
expenses should be paid by the council out of the district 
fund. Scrutton, J., delivered an exhaustive judgment, in 
which he held that the plaintiffs could not recover (1) on the 
contract for carrying oiit the purposes of the Public Health 
Act, 1875, as it was not under seal; nor (2) on a quantum 
meruit; but (3) they could recover on an action of debt 
created by the kxial Act. His Lordship said, It was, in my 
view, ultra vires for the urban district council to apply i’or 
the Bill, except under the provisions of the Public Health 
Act, 1875, and the contract for the employment of the 
parliamentary agents must, therefore, lx; under seal so far 
as S. 174 of that Act is concerned.” As to the quantum 
meruit, he said: This contention was founded on the cases 

of Lawford V. Billericay Rural District Council, and Hodr/e V. 
Afatlock Bath Urban District Council, but in the former case 
the defendants were a rural district council and not within 
S. 174 of the Act at all; and in the second case, although 
the defendants were an urban district council, the work the 
subject-matter of the action was not done under the Public 
Health Act, 1875, but on building a hursaal under a private 
Act, which as (ZJozens-Hartly, M. R,, points out, removes the 
difficulty alx)ut the Public Health Act ‘In Yowuj v. Leamington 
Corporation, the defendants had had the benefits of the 
eontraet . . . but all the courts held that this did not 

entitle them to disregard the absence of the seal required by 
the Public Health Act, 1875, Where a statute requires a 
eontraet to be under seal it is impossible, in my opinion, to 
imply from executed consideration a valid contract not under 
seal.” As to the special Act, his Lordship held, on the 
authority of Tilson v. IVarwick Gas Light Company, (1825) 4 
L. J. (O. S.) K. B. 53 and Carden v. General Cemetery 
Company, (1839) 8 L. J. C. P. 163, that the difficulty of 
no contract under seal was cured by the action of debt created 
by the statute. 



201 


Sec. 47.] 

Reference may also be made to Faraday v. Tamworth 
Union (1917), 86 L. J. Ch. 436; 81 J. P. 81; 15 L. G. R. 258, 
where there was no binding contract under seal and the 
contract expressed the intention of the defendants but not 
that of the plaintiff. It was held by Younger, J., that even if ■ 
there had been a mutual mistake it would be difficult to 
rectify the contract, since that would be to bind the 
defendants to an agreement requiring a seal which they had 
never sealed. But the plaintiff was entitled to have the 
agreement rescinded as iiaving been executed by him under a 
mistake innocently induced by tlie defendants; and that he 
was entitled to remuneration on the footing of a quantum 
meruit on the prin -iple ()r Lawford v. Billericay Urban District 
Council {ubi supra). His Ij )rdship, however, declined to assess 
the amount with reference to Ryde’s scale of which he ex¬ 
pressed strong disapproval, J. P.' I9l9 pp. 26-27. 

For full discussion of various authorities see Lnmiey 
“Public Health”, Vol. I, 10th ICdition, pp. 417—431. 

Every contract. —There is no restriction as regards any 
particular contracd. S. 174 of Public Health Act, L875, only 
requires certain formalities if the contract is under that Act. 

An auction sale is a contract but such a contract is not 
complete until after the fall of the hammer which signifies 
the acceptance of the offer or bid made by the last bidder. 
A regular auction sale can be held in the ordinary way, by 
the municij)al ciunmittee and in order that the ^le should 
conform with the provisions of S. 44,* after the contract is 
completed by the last bid being at‘ee))ted, a signed memo¬ 
randum should bo prepared, an’d finally, when the purchase 
money is paid by the purchaser, a contract in writing in the 
shape of a sale deed or lease deed should be prepared, signed 
by the president or the vice-president. 1932 Nag. 128. 

Contracts not conforming to the provisions of the section. — 

Where in a suit by the cliairman of the municipality to set 
aside a permanent lease executed by the defendant, it was 
found that the cont ract was sanctioned by the commissioner 
at a m(^etlng and that it involved a value exceeding Rs. 500, 
but that the kubuliyat executed on belialf of tiie municipality 
was signed only by the chairman and although tw'O of the 
commissioners witnessed it, they did not sign it as conti*act- 
ing parties and furthermore it w^as not sealed with the seal 
of the commissioners. 


•Section of the Central Provinces Municipal Act. 
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Heldy that the cotitraet was not bindift^ on thO Oom* 
missioners. S4 Cal. 1030. 

A contract purporting to be made by a municipality but 
not signed by the president or vice-president and a member 
as required by S. 47 is not binding on the municipality. C/. 
29 Mad. 360. 

Where the contract is not so signed, the municipality can¬ 
not be rendered liable on the ground of executeii considera¬ 
tion. 29 Mad. 360. 

An agreement falling within the scope of this section is 
kivaltd if the provisions of the section have not been complied 
With and is not binding on either of the parties to it. The 
fact that such an agreement was partially acted upon, cannot 
render it an operative contract. The suit was based upon 
the agreement alone and was not treated as a suit for money 
had or received. The suit was dismissed on the invalidity of 
contract. 30 Mad, 290. 

Section applies to an agreement relating to the right to 
collect tolls. 30 Mad. 290. 

A municipality invited tenders for the supply of ballast 
and accepted the appellant’s tender by resoliition at a meet¬ 
ing properly convened. It received some ballast from the 
apj^llant and paid for it, but refused to accept the rest. The 
appellant sued for damages: 

Held, that a contract or agreement is not binding on a 
municipality unless it is reduced to writing. An agreement 
entered into with a municipality not having been committed 
into writing and signed as required by this section cannot 
form the bksis of a suit, notwithstanding any goods supplied 
in pursuance of it. 27 All. 592, contra 28 Rom. 66. 

A contract for the supply of water to a tank was made 
by the Committee of Amritsar with the plaintiff but the 
contract "was not signed by the president nor by vice- 
president nor by any member of the committee as required 
by S. 47. It was held that the contract was not binding 
on the committee. P. R. 39 of 1919; 51 I. C. 391. 

Port Commissioners entered into a written agreement to 
hire a ship for towing purposes. The agreement w’as in writing 
but was not signed in accordance with the mode laid down for 
executing such contracts. The port authorities sued the hirCr 
for the amount due under the agreenrient. The defendant 
pleaded that the agreement was illegal and void uhder the Port 
Act and was not binding or of any l^al effect upon any of the 
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pax^es thereto. It was held that the provisions as regards the 
forroaUties were obligatory and the nor;-;eompliance with the 
provifflons rendered th^ agreement unenforceable. It was 
also held that the exceptions held to be applicable to contracts 
of corjwrations under common law do not apply to cor^ 
porations governed by statutory law. 3927 Cal. 465 ; 54 
Cal. 189. 

A contract having incomplete signatures under S. 47 
is unenforceable, although it was left incompletely signed 
due to board’s failure to observe formalities, as the pro¬ 
visions of the Act are for the protection of the public and 
they cannot be made nugatory on such grounds. Cf. 1926 
Oudh 388. 

Where the President of the District Council, who had 
authority to give contracts ordered certain work to be done 
by the plaintiff but contract was not reduced to the form of 
a document, though being for over Rs. 100 it ought to have 
been in writing, plaintiff is entitled under S. 70, Contract 
Act, to be compensated for the work done on the principle 
of the quantum meruit, though he could not sue on the con¬ 
tract and the absence of a contract in w’riting is answ'er to 
the action brought by the plaintiff in respect of the work 
done by him for the council. 1932 Rang. 176. 

If the provisions of Ss.44 and 45, District Municipalities 
Act are not complied with the contract is void. 

Where a contract is v'oid for non-compliance of the pro¬ 
visions of Ss, 44 and 45, Madras District Municipalities Act, 
S. 65, Contract Act, has no application and neither the 
principle of quantum meruit nor the principle of quanium valebat 
applies. 

Where in a case of supply of goods the contract 
is found to be void and S. 65, Contract Act, is found to be 
applicable, it is the doctrine of quantum valebat and not 
that of quantum meruit that must be applied; and where 
the actual goods cannot be returned, restitution must be 
fixed at the price at w'hich they were sold by the vendors. 

A president of a committee who is authorized to pur¬ 
chase goods has equal authority to acknowledge. Such 
authority need not be express. 1933 Mad. 332. 

Singed.—Speaking generally a signature is the writing or 
otlierwise affixing a person’s name or a mark to represent his 
name, by himself ^»r by his autlK)rity with the intention of 
authenticating a document as being that or as binding on the 
person whose name or mark is so written or affixed. The ipsep- 
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tion of the name, in any part of the writing, in a manner to 
authenticate the instrument is sufficient. Although the 
signature be in the beginning or middle of the instrument, it 
is binding as if at the foot of it. The question alw’ays is, 
whether the party not having signed it regularly at the foot 
yet meant to be bound by it as it stood, or whether it was left, 
so unsigned because he refused to complete it; but wffien it is 
ascertained that he meant to be bound by it as a complete 
contract, the signature is, for purposes of execution, effective. 
The courts have gone so far as to hold that the name at the 
head of a telegram was sufficient. Some of the cases even 
hold that it matters not for what purpose the signature was 
put, if in fact it authenticates the document. But the 
primary rule is that where the name occurs in the document, 
not as authenticating the whole, but only for a particular 
purpose or only with reference to a part, it is not an eiTective 
signature. 50 C. 180; 1923 Cal. 35; 70 1. C. 794. 

Doctrine of acquiescence. -The doctrine of acquiescence 
cannot be invoked to defeat a clear statutory provision. 
1926 Oudh 388 & 1928 P. C. 273. 

Transfer of immovable property. — It will be seen that 
the formalities with regard to transfer of municipal property 
are much stricter, fn the absence of such formalities no title 
will pass. 

Transfer by committees.— Rule 98 made under 8. 138 
(d) of Bengal Local Self-Gov'ernmenl Act (III of 1885 
B. C.) corresponds with S. 47 of the Act and Rule 93 corres¬ 
ponds to rules under S. 240 (o). 

A district boat'd sold land by ptiblic auction to the highest 
bidder and only issued au unregistered certificate of sale 
to the purchaser. As the property w'as not specifically 
described in the certificate the chairman of tlie board 
executed in favour of the purchaser a registered deed of 
release which did not purport to be a deed of conveyance 
and was stamped as a release: Held that by the document 
no valid title passed to the purchaser as the unregistered 
sale certificate could not operate as a conveyance and that 
the deed of release was inoperative to transfer title because 
title to land could not pass by a mere admission when the 
statute required a deed. Even if the release was construed 
as a eonv^eyance, as the document of the sale certificate 
though sealed and signed by the chairman was not signep 
by two members of the Iward, the sale would be invalid as 
contravening the provisions of rule 98 corresponding to 
S. 47 (2) of the Punjab Act. 
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These docximents did not constitute even a valid contract 
for sale as it was not sanctioned at a meeting of the board 
or executed in accordance with rifle 103 of the District 
Board Act. 

It was also held that the purchaser who came into coiirt 
as plaintiff for recovery of possession of land and declara¬ 
tion of title thereto must succeed on proof of valid title, 
and could not be allowed a postponement to complete his 
title by securing a duly executed sale-deed. 

The provisions of S. 47 and rules under S. 240 (o) are 
mandatory and not merely directory. No property vested 
in a municipal corporation could be sold except with the 
previous sanction of the authority mentioned in rules under 
S. 240 (e) and except bv a writing duly signed as required 
by S. 47. 

A rule framt'd for the purpose of regulating the power 
to do a certain thing may deal with the extent as also the 
mode of exercise of that power, though it cannot prevent 
or prohibit the exercise of the power. 35 1. O. 305 : 43 
Cal. 790. 

It will )je seen that the transfer must be in writing 
whatever be the value of the property transferred. When 
the. projxTty is worth more than hundred rupees, the instru¬ 
ment must furthei’ be registered according to the Regis¬ 
tration Act. 

Where a transfer has been executed in full compliance 
with the formalities required under S. 47, it will not 
effectiv'e unless it also fulfils the requirements of other 
statutes. A transfer of immovable property if in writing 
must be registered, and for that purpose all the executants 
{i.e., president or vice-president and two members) must be 
present before the re^strar and admit execution to render 
the deed effective against the committee. For the purposes 
of signature the insertion of the name of the executant in 
any part of the writing is sufficient. 5 ; Cal. 180, 70 I. C. 794. 

Ijease is a contract or transfer as contemplated by S. 
47. Where lease is not executed in accordance with the pro¬ 
visions of the Act, the suit could only be regarded as based 
on an implied contract. 1932 Cal. 85. 

Sufficient compliance. —The defendant entered into a con¬ 
tract with the plaintiff, a municipal board, for storing and 
consolidating kankar. The defendant failing to do so, the 
plaintiff sued him for damages. The agreement was signed 



the defendant and on the back were endorsed the signa^ 
tures of both the secretary and vice-chairman, and this 
eWorsement referred to the contents of the contract and its 
contirraation: Held this was a sufficient compliance with the 
provisions of the section. 29 All. 346. 

Not binding on the committee. —This does not prescribe 
in the affirmative that the contract so executed shall be 
binffing on the commissioners. The reason is plain; for 
the contract may be such as is subject to the operation of 
other statutory provisions, for instance, those of the Transfer 
of Property Act and of the Indian Registration Act: 50 

Cal. 180; 1923 Cal. 35. The contention that where the 
corporation has adopted a contract and acted upon it upon 
general principles of reason the right to set up the defence 
should fail was not accepted. 1927 C. 465; 54 C. 18.9. 

The courts seem to have gone beyond the wording 
of similar provisions in other Acts in absolv'ing the 
other contracting parties also from the i>bligations under 
the contract. The courts seem to have overlooked that 
the provisions are meant for the protection of rate¬ 
payers, and that where the committees are claiming 
under a contract not in writing and not in acconlance with 
the formalities, the interests of the ratepayers will be served 
and not endangered by enforcing the contract. In eases 
where the contract was still to be executed by both sides, the 
other party may be absolved on account of absence of 
mutuality. 

in the following cases it will be noticed that the 
contract was in executory state or the committee was claim¬ 
ing for part not carried out. 

In the absence of the contract in writing the munici¬ 
pality cannot maintain a suit for damages if the contract 
is broken by the defendant. 16 1. ('. 890. 

It is open to a defendant to show that the contract is 
not binding on him inasmuch as it was not binding on the 
plaintitf as the formalities prescribed by the Act had not 
^>een complied with. 27 Bom. 618. 

If not binding on the committee, it follows that it is 
not binding on the other parties to 'the contract. When a 
corporation is not bound by a contr^t by reason of their 
common seal not being affixed, the other party to the con¬ 
tract is equally free from the obligation. Kidderminisier 
y, llar.wichi L. R* 9 Ex. 13. 
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Cf. Soothitl Upper U. D. C. v, Wakefield D. C., (1905) 1 
Ch. 53. This ease lends support to the view that the section 
is meant to protect the interests of the committees and it 
applies to eases where committees have to make payments 
and not to eases where they have to receive payments. 

Committee* held liable or entitled though no contract in 
%eriting. —fn the following cases the committees were allowed 
to recover or were made liable under S. 65 or <0 of the Con¬ 
tract Act or on the principle of quant tan meruit in cases where 
the contracts were not in writing: — 

An agreement was entered into between the commis- 
missioners of a town and the defendant farming the tolls of 
the said town to the defendant for one year. The agreement 
w'as duly signed by the defendant but was not executed 
formally as required by Madras Act, HI of 1871. In a suit 
brought after the expiry of the year for a portion of the 
sum due to the commissioners, the defendant x'esisted the 
claim on the ground that the agreement was not executed 
as required by law: Held, that inasmuch as the plaintiff 
had fully performed all things to be [xu-formed on his part 
and botir parties had acted undtu' the agreement, though it 
was not formally exeeaited by the commissioners and as the 
defendant had the full benefit of the contract, it would be 
contrary to ecjuity and good conscience to allow him to set up 
as ground of defence that there was no contract in point of 
law% 2 Mad. 104. 

The right to collect fees or tolls for slaughtering cattle 
in a slaughter-house was leased by the plaintiff municipality 
to the defendant and the latter enjoyed the right for the 
iieriod of the lease but no written cvintract was executed as 
required by S. 45 of the Madras District Municipalities Act 
of 1884. In a suit by the municipality to recover the lease 
amount : Held, that 'although no claim could be made on 
the basis of written contract, the plaintiff municipality was 
entitled to a decree inasmuch as the defendant had enjoyed 
the right for the period contracted for and was liable as on 
an implied contract, 7-’ I. f’. 703. 

Similar arguments cannot be urged in favour of con¬ 
tractors who have carried out the contract though not in 
writing. In the last case noted above the judges seem to 
have relied on Lawford v. Billericay R. D. C., (1903) 1 K. B. 
72 and to have overlooked that the decision was not under 
S. 174, Public Health Act. 

S». 6S and t**® Cdntract Act. —Out of two 

sections namely^ Ss, 65 and . tO the latter- section ■ covers 
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a wider ground and should not be invoked in the case 
of a benefit received under a contract. Where it is not 
ignorance of the law which led the parties to believe a 
contract to be enforceable but a mistake as to what had been 
done S. 65 would apply. S. 65 may be based on the English 
doctrine of acquiescence and this latter doctrine may be in¬ 
applicable as a rule of justice, equity and good conscience 
in the face of Ss. 46 and 47 of the Municipal Act but as 
these sections cannot be held to have repealed S, 65 of the 
Contract Act that section being a rule of statutory law must 
be given effect to. So even if when the contract is not 
enforceable owing to absence of formalities the committee 
could be held liable under S. 65 of the Contract Act, Cf. 
1926 Oudh 388; 99 I. C. 643. also 1927 Oudh 177; 
1926 Oudh 119, 90 I. C. 140; 1925 Oudh 737. 

Where the president of a committee hona fide acts on 
behalf of the committee and where the committee gets the 
benefit of such an act it is not open to the committee to deny 
liability which arises from the benefit which it gets. The 
president has power to instruct a vakil to defend a suit 
without obtaining the previous sanction of the committee 
and the committee is bound to |iay the vakil even though 
there is no express sanction to engage a pleader. 1928 Mad. 
981; 66 M. L. J. 110; 111 T. V. 740. 

Liability under S. 70 of the Contract Act when formalities 
not observed. -The provisions of law laid down in S. 30 (2), 
Government of India Act, are mandatory and riot merely 
directory and must bt* strictly complied with in order to 
constitute a valid contract with the Secretary of State for 
India. The act of a person who is not authorised by the 
Governor-General in Council, in entering into a contract on 
behalf of the Secretary of Stale for India is ultra vires and 
there is no valid contract with the Secretary of State, 

Return of money advanced can be claimed either on the 
basis of quantum meruit or on the principle of the restora¬ 
tion of benefit under a void contract. 1930 Lab. 364, J1 Lab. 
375. 

S. 70 of the Contract Act must be interpreted ac¬ 
cording to its clear and explicit terms and not in reference to 
the provisions of the English Law relating to the matter. 
The section is much wider than the English law and goes 
beyond it. 

Where the Secretary of State receives from the plaintiff 
grain for purposes of feeding horses which he had undertaken 
to maintain, he is equitably bound to pay compensation to 
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the plaintiff for the quantity so delivered and consumed by 
the horses though contract proves to be invalid. The plain¬ 
tiffs are therefore entitled to money equivalent of the 
grain as compensation under S. 70 assessed at the market 
rate prevailing on the dates on which the supplies were 
made. 

In interpreting the statutory provisions of an Act of the 
Indian legislature the court should examine the language of 
Indian statute uninfluenced by any consideration derived from 
the English law upon which it may be founded. 11 Lah. 375; 
1930 Lah 364 ; 120 I. O. 615. 

Contra — See 1932 Oudh 193. 

Where a corporation received money or property 
under an agreement which turns out to be ultra vires or 
illegal, it is not entitled to retain the money. The obliga¬ 
tion to do justice rests upon all persons natural or artificial; 
if one obtains the money or property of others without 
authority, the law independently of express contract will 
compel restitution or compensation.*’ 1933 Mad. 145. 

Law of contract not applicable in presence of special law.— 
The general law of the country should Ix" given effect to 
if there is no special law to the contrary. But if there is 
such special law then the principle ftcneralia spedalibus non 
derogant applies. 

Where a contract in writing is void from its inception in 
the absence r^f special circumstances if must be held that it 
was discovered to be. so on the date on which it was reduced 
to w^riting. But CN en if so, it would fall within the terms 
of S. 65 as a contract which has become void. 1932 C>udh 
193. 


Principle of qaantum meruit not applied. — Certainly in 
cases of N'oid contracts the })rinciple of restitution embodied 
in S. 65, Contract Act, would be the principle of giving 
relief upon quantum meruit. But where a special law creates 
a corporate body and that l)ody cannot enter into a contract 
except under seal, no relief can be given to a person relying 
on a contract en+ered into between him and the boaixl, but 
not under seal even on quantum meruit, for a man cannot be 
allowed to do by indirect means what lie is forbidden to do 
directly: 1932 Oudh 193. Berthe criticism of the ruling in 
A. I. R. 1932 .fournal, p. 115; contra 1927 Cal. 465; 54 Cal. 
389. 

Contract not conforming to imperative provisions—Com¬ 
mittee performing its part entitled to recover. — Although a 
contract has not been reduced to writing and so does not 
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conform to the imperative provisions of S. 47, Punjab 
Municipal Act, yet if the committee has performed its part 
of the contract, and the other party has derived benefit 
therefrom he must pay for what he has actually received 
and enjoyed as if there was an implied contract between 
the two for payment, and a suit by tlie municipal committee 
for the same is maintainable. Lazvford v. Billericay Rural 
District Council (1903) 1 K. B. 772, Folld. 1929 Lah. 742. 

S. 47 of Municipal Act and S. 70 Contract Act - Claim of 
interest on unpaid bills. —The plaintiffs had supplied coal to 
the municipal committee in large (quantities. But their bills 
were kept unpaid for a long time and therefore the plaintiffs 
gave several notices to the municipality that interest would be 
charged on the unpaid bills. The bills had been paid without 
interest and so the plaintiffs instituted a suit for interest 
alone, ft was objected that the suit could not be maintained. 

Held, that though the suit could not be brought under 
S. 47, Punjab Municipal Act, the contract for the supply of 
coal not being made according to the requirements of the 
said section, yet the plaintiffs were entitled to be compensat¬ 
ed for the price of coal as on an implied contract under S. 
70, Contract Act. That implied contract would also include 
the right to claim payment of the price of coal supplied 
aeeorcling to the rate of tender accepted by the municipality. 
Therefore such a claim was for a sum certain and hence 
interest was recoverable on the unpaid bills under tlie In¬ 
terest Act. 

also, that the I nterest Act did not jiroliibit a suit 
for interest alone, if the principal had been paid by the 
debtor before the institution of the suit. As tin' plaintiff 
paid interest to their bankers at 9 per cent, per annum on 
sums borrowed for carrying on the coal business it was also 
reasonable to include that amount in the compensation to be 
awarded to the plaintiffs within a resonable time. 1931 l^ah. 
457. 


Where a corporation or committee makes a contract 
formalities for which are })rescribed by statute and there is 
a failure to observe thes** formalities, then the contract is 
invalid and cannot form the subject of an action even though 
there is executed consideration. 

Where a contract is invalid and unenforceable but a 
party has benefited under the contract, there is no reason 
why a decree should not be passed against him on a quantum 
meruit basis. ]933 Pesh, 16. 
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Pleadings. —Absence of the formalities must be specifi¬ 
cally pleaded. See Macdonald & Deaken v. Bacap Corporation 
(1911) 130 L. T. J. O. (344). In a Punjab ease, however, 
this plea was allowed to be raised at a late stage. See 39 

p. a 1919 . 

Dispensation and remission. — Held, under an analogous 
provision of the Bombay District Municipal Aet, that dispen¬ 
sation or remission under S. 63 of the Indian Contract Aet 
requires an agreement or contract. Such a contract if not 
made according to the provision of the Municipal Act is not 
binding on the municipality. 28 Bom. 66. 

Though a contract by a corporation must ordinarily be 
made under seal, still where there is what is known as 
executed consideration, an action will lie though the form¬ 
ality has not been observed. Ibid. (Here again the distinc¬ 
tion between two sets of corporations has been overlooked.) 

The Allahabad High Court has dissented from this view 
as regards execnled c/)ntract in 27 All. 592. 

Limit of value.— The, provisions of S. 47 will not apply 
to contracts of value Rs. 100 or 50 or below as the case 
may be. 

In order t-o attract the provisions of the section the value 
of ttie c.ontract must exceed the limit at the time of entering 
it. A medical man agreed verbally with the committee on 
behalf of the .sanitary authority, to attend patients suffering 
from scarlet fever at the rate of 5.y. '6d. per tient. |)er day and 
attended until the amount due was nearly £ 100: //Wd, that 

although more than £50 became due, it was not a contract 
whereof the value or amount exceeds £50, " within the mean¬ 
ing of the Public Health .4ct, 1875, S. 174,” because at 
the time of entering into it, the parties had not ascertained 
that it would exceed £'50 and that the urban sanitary 
authority was liable to the medical man. Hinu x. Wimbledon 
Local Board, 4. C. P. D. 48; 43 J. P. Eaten Basker 
(1881) 7 Q. H. I). 529. 

Value certain ; but contract split up into parts. — It would 
appear that under cei'tain circunjstances the paragraph may 
not apply even when the parties contemplate the making of 
a contract the value whereof may exceed £'50. Coal mer¬ 
chants tendered for the supply to an urban council of coals 
which it w’as thought would exceed in value £100. The tender 
contained stipulations that, if it was accepted, a formal 
contract and a bond with two sureties should be executed. 
The tender was accepted, subject to the formal contract 
and bond being duly executed. The contract and bond were 
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forwarded to the coal merchants, but were never executed. 
The coal merchants afterwards from time to time supplied 
quantities of coal which were accepted, the value of the coal 
supplied not amounting in any one instance to £50, but amount¬ 
ing in the aggregate to over £50. It was held that the council 
were bound to pay, under an implied contract, for each lot 
of coal so supplied and atMJepted; Spencer & Co. v. Southall- 
Norwood U. D. C., (1905) 3 L. G. R. 641 ; 69 J. P. 308. The 
decision went on the ground that there was no acceptance 
of the tender pending the execution of a formal contract, 
and therefore nothing constituting a contract to which the 
provisions of the statute could apply; consequently there 
was only a contract, on the occasion (d‘ each order and 
delivery. 

Executed and executory contract*.— The I74th section of 
the Public Health Act, 1S75, which imperatively requires 
that every contract made by an urban authority, whereof the 
value or amount exceeds £50, must be in writing and sealed 
with the common seal of sucli authority, applies not only 
to an executory contract but also to an executed contract, 
although maile by an agent duly appointed under seal. Young 
V. Leamington Corporation^ 8 Q. JB. I>. 579. See also 27 All. 592 
noted above. 

See cases and notes under “ Not binding ou the com- 
mittee.s. ’ ’ 

So far as contracts of niunicipal committees governed 
by provisions similar to 8. 47 are concerned, it may 
be taken as established that the committees ai-e not 
liable on the basis of the contract which is inv alid even 
if the other side has executed the contract and the committees 
have accepted the work of the contractor. In ease of contracts 
still to executed the committees are similarly not liable 
and cannot be compelled to stick the contract. 

Any contract made by a municipal committee which does 
not fulfil the requirenients of S. 47, is absolutely null 
and void, and mutually unenforcteable. This disability is not 
shaken off even if the contract had been wholly executed. Cf. 
1930 Mad. 600 ; 53 Mad. 352. 

Subsequent compliance with formalities. —The defendants, 
an urban authority, by a contract not under seal, employed 
the plaintiffs as engineers to do certain work. The plaintiffs 
performed part of the work exceeding in value £^50, and then 
required the defendants to affix their seal to the contract. 
This the defendants did believing that it was for the benefit 
of the rate-prayers that the contract should be completed. 
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Cave, J., held that, as part of the work was performed w’hen 
the seal was affixed, and there was eonsideration for affixing 
it on the plaintiff’s promise to complete the work, it vpas com¬ 
petent for the defendants to constitute the contract a good 
contract under seal within S. 174 in respect of the work 
already done; and, therefore, that the plaintiffs were entitled 
to maintain their atition for the value of that work. Melliss v. 
Shirley L. B., (1885) 14 Q, B. I). 911. 

See also Brooks, Jenkins and Co., v. Torquay Corporation, 
(1902) 1 K. B. 601 : here it w'as held that, even without a 
new consideration, tnere may be a binding conlirmation under 
seal. 

Effect of variation from contract. —Where an urban 
authority enters into a sealed ccuitract with a contractor for 
the construction by him of works, and the contract contains 
the usual pow’er for the engineer, wffio has the control and 
supervision of the works, to vary, alter, enlarge, or diminish 
any of them, all variations an<l alterations coming within 
the terms of the power conferred on the engineer can be 
validly mad(' without l>eing under the common seal of the 
authority. IVilUanis v. Barmouth, U. I), C., (1897). 77 L. T, 

383. 

An urban council issued under their seal conditions in 
accordance with which architects w’ere to tender designs for 
the erection of municipal buildings. An assessor was to 
select the architect whose plans he considered best, but the 
council were not expressly Ixmnd to appoint the assessor’s 
choic('. The plaintiff was in fact selected by the assessor, 
and appointed by the council He prepared plans but the 
Local Government Board refused to leave to borrow- for the 
amount of the scheme. Accordingly the plaintilT prepared 
fresh plans at less cost under instruction from the council. 
The scheme was never carried out, and the plaintiff sued for 
his fees under the original agreement. The defendants 
objected that there w^as no contract under seal. It was held 
(applying the Barmouth case, supra), that these fees had 
been earned under a mtxlification of the original scheme 
and not under a new’ scheme; that S. 174 w’as satisfied by 
the original conditions of tender ; and that the plaintitf W’as 
entitled to recover. Hunt v. Acton U. D. C\, (1908) 72 J. P. 
345. 


Compromise of action or claim.— An agreement betw’een 
an urban authority and a cx^ntractor employed to construct 
works for them, as a compromise and in full settlement of 
all claims by him against the urban authority is not a con¬ 
tract within S. 173 of the Public Health Act, 1875, necessary 
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for carrying that Act into execution, so as to require to be 
sealed with the common seal of the urban authority under 
S. 174 ; and therefore such agreement, though not under 
seal, is capable of being enforced against the urban authority: 
Williams v. Barmouth U D. C., supra ; see also Leicester Guar¬ 
dians V. Trollope. (1911) 75 J. P. 197. 

An agreement by a local board compromising an action 
is not w'ithin this section, and is not void by reason of its 
not being under seal, Att.-Gen. v. Gaskil. (1882) 22 Ch. D. 
537. For further notes see “Lumley’s Public Health Acts,” 
p. 424. 

Forfeiture of deposits. —A muchalka executed by a contrac¬ 
tor to a municipality contained a pn^vision that in any default 
on his part he should forfeit the sum depi>sited by him under 
the terms of the contract. The deposited amount was 
attat'-hed by the plaintiff in execution r)f a decree against the 
contractor The munieipai council passed a resolution that 
the deposit had become forfeited utider the muchalka. Plain¬ 
tiff as punhaser of the contractor’s right to the al.K)ve money 
sued for the recovery of tlie same fronl the municipality. He 
Avas held entitled to a decree. 

The resolution of the council declaring the de|x>sit 
amount forfeited was ultra vires since the provision in the 
muchalka regarding the forfeiture of the deposit was penal 
and tinenforcible and did not fall within the exception to 
S. 74 of the Indian Contract Act. The muchalka could not 
be regarded as having been given under the provisions of 
the Municipal .\ct or any other law for the performance 
of any public duty or act. 16 Mad, 474 (Sec Contra 29 
Mad. 118. 

The at)ove rtiling was not followed in a later case where 
it was held that the general doctrine as to penalties dealt 
with in S. 74 of the Indian Contract .\ct and in the various 
decisions of the Court, ilo not apply to cases of forfeiture 
of deposits for the breach of stipulation under an instru¬ 
ment. The rule in the latter class of eases is that, where 
the instrument refers to a sum deposited as securit.y for 
performance, the forfeiture will not l>e interfered with if 
reasonable in amount. The attention of the learned .iudges 
who decided the case in 16 Mad. 474 was not drawn to such 
inapplicability of the general provisions and doctrine as to 
penalties therein relied on, to cases of forfeiture of deposits. 
29 Mad. 118; 16 M. L. J. 37. 

Doctrine of part performance. —It has also been held that 
the exception based on the doctrine of part performance 
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cannot be applied where the contract is by statute required 
to be executed in a certain form. To hold otherwise would 
in fact be to repeal the Act and to deprive the rate-payers 
of that protection which legislature intended to secure for 
them, (1912) 2 Ch. 452 relied upon. 1927 Cal. 465; 54 Cal. 
189; 1928 P. C. 273. 

The plaintiffs were however held entitled to recover, 
quaium meruit for the services rendered by them to the 
defendants. The invalidity of the agreement does not 
prevent the corporation from recovering such amount 
as may be just and rea.sonable for services rendered 
by them. 1927 Cal. 465; 54 Cal. 189; 1930 Mad. 600. 

The doctrine of part performance. — This doctrine is an 
extension of the rule of estoppel which may form a valid 
plea to resist an action in which tlie title of the defendant 
was not founded on a completed contract. Where there is a 
mere executory contract the remedy of the party aggrieved 
is by a suit for specific performance of the conlract instituted 
within the period of limitation, in the ease of a c.ompleted 
contract where ail the formalitie.s required by law have been 
duly fulfilled the case of the party rests upon a perfected 
title. In Ixdween these two stages comes part performance. 
The doctrine cannot override express statutory provisions 
which are mandatory. 1928 All. 699; see also* 1928 Oudh 
479; 1927 Nag. 177; 1926 Oudh 388; 1926 Nag. 79, and 
466; 1931 Oudh 288. 

Doctrine of part performance has no application to the 
more stringent provisions of S. 47 by which transfer of land 
not dulv executed in accordance with the section is rendered 
of no force. Cf. 1928 l\ O. 273. 

Contract, breach of.— The municipality sold by auction a 
license for the pawnshop and N purchased it. The terms of 
the contract of sale were reduced to a document which recited 
that N was licensed to carry on business as a pawnbroker for 
three years subject to certain conditions but contained no 
guarantee as to the validity of the license. The grant of the 
license was, on appeal by a disappointed bidder, set aside by 
the commissioner under the powers given to him by tlie 
Municipal Act (»n the ground that 14 days' notice as required 
by the bye-laws was not given. The committee resold the 
license by auction and it was again purchased by N for a much 
higher sum. N brouglit a suit against committee in damages 
for breach of contract basing his claim on tlie difference 
between the two bids. 

Held, that the municipality were not in a position to 
guarantee what the action of the commissioner would be, nor 
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could it be presumed that they ever intended to ^vo any 
guarantee in the matter and that there was no breach of con¬ 
tract on their part and so they were not liable to damages. 
1930 Rangoon 16. 

Lease registered but not in accordance with S. 47—Lease 
not for purposes of Act—Article 116 of the Limitation Act — 
Implied contract. — The granting of a lease of land not requir¬ 
ed for the purposes of the Act under S. 34 is clearly an act 
done for the purposes (^f the Act itself, and the funds realized 
by such lease are clearly again funds to be utilized for carry¬ 
ing out the purposes of the Act as authorized by S. 69, Cl. 
17. Leases come within the purview of S. 37, which must 
be read along wth S. 34. 34 Cal. 1030, Rel. on. 

The provisio! s of S. 37 are mandatory and non-compli¬ 
ance therewith render an agreement unenfor.jeable. 

Where the plaintitf has taken a U'ase for agricultural 
purposes from the municipal committee and has executed a 
registered kahuliyat an.l lias filed a suit for damages -owing 
to the breach of the conditions of the said labuUyat against 
the municipal committee, neither Art. 36 nor Art. 39 would 
apply, but either Art, 115 or Art. 116 will apply according 
as the contract, the breach <)f which is the foundation of the 
claim, is unregistered or registered. 1932 Cal. 85. 

S. 47—Standing offers. —Many of the contracts en¬ 
tered into by municipal corporations are in the nature of 
mere standing offers. Care should therefore be taken to 
see that valid contracts are drawn up and entered into so 
that they might l)e binding on both parties to the contract. 
In R. V. Demers, 2 (1900) A. C. 103 a printer covenanted to 
execute for tlie Government of the Province of Qubee 
during a term of eight years, the printing and binding certain 
public documents on certain terms expressed in a Schedule. 
In the course of the same year, the lueutenant-Governor 
cancelled the agreement. The printer surd the Crown by 
petition of right and it was ultimately held, reversing the 
judgment below, that he has no ground of action. Their 
Lordships of the Privy Council sai(l: 

“ The contract does not purj)ort to contain any covenant 
or obligation of any sort on the part of tlie Crown. The 
respondent undertakes to print certain public documents at 
certain specified rates. For all works given h) him on the 
footing of the contract the Government was undoubtedly 
bound to pay according to the agreed tariff. But the con¬ 
tract imposes no obligation on the Crown to pay the respon¬ 
dent for the work not given to him for execution. There 
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is nothing in the contract binding the Government to ^ve¬ 
to the respondent all or any of the printing works referred 
to in the contract, nor is there anything in it to prevent the 
Government from giving the whole of the work, or such 
part as they think fit to any other printer.’’ 

A writing whereby A agrees to supply coal to B at cer¬ 
tain prices and up to a stated quantity or in any quantity 
which may be required, for a period of twelve months is not a 
contract unless B binds himself to take some certain quan¬ 
tity, but a mere continuing offer which may be accepted by 
B from time to time by ordering goods upon the terms of 
the offer ; and each order given by B is an acceptance of 
the offer ; and A can withdraw the offer or to use the phra¬ 
seology of the Indian Contract Act, revoke the proposal, at 
any time before its tu-ceptance by an order from B. It is 
therefore necessary that car'e should be takim in drawing up 
these contracts. 24 Bom. 97; P. R. 72 of 1904. 

Right of stranger to challenge validity of contract. —Where 
a municipal committee accepts liability for a contra(;t not in 
accordance with the provision of S. 47, a third party cannot 
plead that the contract is illegal as not toing in writing 
or not having l)een sanctioned bv the committee. Cf. 1923 
All. 371; 75 1. C. 607. 


48. (1) If any member, officer or servant of a committee 

or of a joint committee, without the previous permission in 
writing of the Commissioner voluntarily renders himself interest¬ 
ed in any contract made with that committee, or if within tme 
month of his becoming interested in any such contract he 
neither resigns nor obtains the permission in writing of the Com¬ 
missioner for his remaining a member, officer or servcmt of the 
committee inspite of his interest in such contract, he shall be 
deemed to have committed an offence under S. 168 of the 
Indian Penal Code: 


Penalty c 
m e m b e 1 
officer o 
servant b 
mg interes 
ed in co- 
tract ma< 
with coi 
mittee. 


Provided that for the purposes of this sub-section a person 
who has been elected but whose election has not been notified 
shall be deemed to be a member. 

(2) No member, officer or servant of a committee or of a 
jdnt committee shall, by reason only of his being a shareholder 
in, or a member of, any incorporated or registered company, 
be held to be interested in any contract entered into between 
the said company and the committee or jomt committee : but 
no such person as aforesaid shall take part in any proceedings of 
the committee or joint committee relating to any such contracts. 

Notes. 


S. 37 of the old Act, 
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Analogous Law: — Ss. 53 & 49, Calcutta City Muni- 

S. 57, Bengal District Municipal cijjal Act, III of 1923. 

Act, 1884. S'. 36, Cantonment A.ct, II of 1924. 

S. 72, Bengal District Municipal S. 45, Central Provinces Munici- 
Act, 1932. pal Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 55 & 56, Behar and Orissa S. 314, Madras District Munici- 
Municipal Act, 1922. pal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 54 & 55, Bombay Municipal Ss. 33 & 209, Rangoon City Muni- 
Boroughs Act, 1925. cipal Act, 1922. 

S. 44, Bombay District Municipal I Ss. 82 & 83, United Provinces 
Act, III of 1901. i Municiiml Act, 1916. 

Ss. 84 & 474, Bomlxay City Muni- j English Law :— 

cipal Act, III of 1888. S. 12, Municipal Corporation 

Ss. 26, 40 & 40-A, Burma Munici- : Act, 1882. 

pal Act, III of 1898. ! 

Recent changes. — Sub-section (1) of this section has been 
substituted by S. 22 of the Punjab Amendment Act, III 
of 1933. A member or servant may become interested 
in two ways: (1) he may voluntarily render himself 
interested in a contract (2) he may become interested by 
something done by others. In the latter ease he must either 
resign or obtain permission of the commissioner within one 
month, otherwise he will be deemed to have committed an 
offence. Previously there was no such limitation. The res¬ 
ponsibility of getting permission or resigning has been throw’n 
on members or serv^ants who become interested in the con¬ 
tract. The Avords “ directly and indirectly” have been deleted. 

Object and scope. —The object of the section clearly is to 
prevent all dealings on the part of the committee with any 
of its own members or servants in their private capacity, in 
other words to prevent a member of the committee standing 
in the situation of a trustee for the public from taking any 
share or profit out of the trust fund or in any contract or 
employment in the making or regulating of which he as one 
of the committee ought to exercise a superintendence. 

The evil contemplated being evident and the words used 
being general, they will be construed to extend to all cases 
which come within the mischief intended to be guarded against 
and which can fairly be brought within the words of the 
section. Upon this principle a person who had entered into 
an existing contract for profit with the Council was held 
to be disqualified even though by reason of its not being 
under seal, he could not have sued the corporation on the 
contract. Regina v. Francis, 18 Q. B. 526. 

Under English law such a contract will be illegal and 
the member or servant cannot sue upon such a contract. 
Melliss V. Shirley Local Boardt 16 Q. B. D. 446. 
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In 58 Cal. 130 under a corresponding provision of 
Bengal District Municipal Act the judges remarked as 
below:— 

The object of S. 57 is obviously to prevent the conflict 
between interest and duty that might otherwise inevitably 
arise. And although that is the purpose and object of the 
provision, the courts should bear in mind that they are penal 
provisions and therefore ought not to be extended beyond 
those le^timate limits; at the same time if there is any doubt 
the courts should be careful to see that intention of the 
legislature in enacting the section is duly observed and the 
courts ought to be disposed t<) view with greatest disfavour 
any infraction whatever or any breach of the provisions of 
the disqualifying section. 

Contracts with municipal officers; fiduciary relations. —It 

is a well-established and salutary doctrine that he who is 
intrusted with the business of others cannot be allowed to 
make such business an object of pecuniary profit to himself. 
The rule does not depend on reasoning technical in its 
character and is not local in its application. It is based upon 
principles of reason, of morality, and of public policy. It 
has its foundation in the very constitution of our nature, 
for it has authoritatively been declared that a man cannot 
serve two masters, and is recognized and enforced wherever 
a well-regulated system of jurisprudence prevails. The law 
will in no ease i)errait persons who have undertaken a 
fiduciary character or a charge to change or invert that 
character by leaving it and acting for themselves in a busi¬ 
ness in which their character binds them to act for others. 
The application of the rule may in some instances appear to 
bear hard u^n individuals who have committed no moral 
wrong; but it is essential to the keeping of all parties fill¬ 
ing a fiduciary character to their duty, to preserve the rule 
in its integrity, and to apply it to every ease which justly 
falls within its principle. The principle generally applicable 
to all officers and directors of a corporation is that they can¬ 
not enter inbi cc^ntracts with such corporation to do any 
work for it, nor can they subsequently derive any benefit 
personally from such contracts. To deny the application of 
the rule to municipal botlies would, in the opinion of the 
Canadian Chancery Court, whose \iews w'e adopt and 
approve, be to deprive the rule of much of its value; for 
the well working of the municipal system, through which a 
large portion of the affairs of the country are administered, 
must depend very much upon the freedom from abuse with 
which they are conducted. Nothing can more tend to correct 
the tendency to abuse than to make abuses unprofitable to 



those who engage in them, and to have them stamped as 
abuses in courts of justice. The tendency to abuse 
indeed be in part corrected by public opinion. But public 
opinion itself is acted upon by the mode in which courts deal 
\nth such abuses as are brought within their cognizance. 
It is contrary to good morals and public policy to ^rmit a 
.municipal officer to enter into contractual relations with the 
municipality of which he is an officer. 

The principles of the common law and of equity are 
generally supplemented and made more emphatic by statu¬ 
tory enactments prohibiting any municipal officer from being 
interested directly or indirectly in any municipal contract 
or in the rendition of services for the municipality outside 
of those required from him by virtue of his office. The 
statutes usually make a violation of their provisions a 
criminal offence entailing a fi>rfeiture of office as well as 
punishment by fine or imprisonment, and they frequently 
declare that all contracts entered into in violation of their 
provisions shall be void. Such statutes are declaratory, of 
and in aid, of the principles of the common law, though, as 
we shall see, some difference in the resulting consef^uences 
of the illegality appears in the decisions. Dillon, pp. 114^ — 
1143. 

Such ccmtracts are void. — Though the section dotis not 
specifically declare such a contract as void such contracts 
have been held to be illegal and against public jxjlicy. 
If, however, a person entering into a contract is not a 
member but sul-)sequently becomes a member the contract 
will not become illegal. 

The fact that the memlx‘-r or officer did not take part 
in the proceedings which resulted in the making of the 
contract with him, will not make the contract valid. As 
observed by the judge in an American case: “It is said in 
the case before us that the suixmvisor who was employed 
did not vote on the question of his (.>wn employment or upon 
the audit of his bill; that does not cure the evil; the 
influence upon his fellow-members is the same; his consti¬ 
tuents are entitled tc> his judgment in making contracts, to 
his scrutiny in passing upon accounts, and to his unbiased 
and disinterested efforts in both; and he cannot make the 
violation or neglect of the duties he owes to his constituents 
the means of validating an otherwise illegal act; he cannot 
put on and off the garb of a public official, and discharge or 
refuse to discharge the duties of his trust at will, and as Ijesi 
subserve his private interests. He is a part of the bf>ard 
of supervisors; it is his act, and he cannot, as a supervisor, 
make a contract with himself as a private citizen.’’ Dillon, 
p. 1145 note. 



221 


Sec. 48.] 

The aSaaee i* not a nnmio^el offence. —A .member or 
servant violating the provisions of S. 4S commits an offence 
not punishable under the municipal law but punishable under 
S. 168, I. P. C. and S. 228 of the Municipal Act has no 
application. Cf. 6 N. L. R. 114, 8 I. C. 274; 1933 All. 343. 

Extent of interest. —The <lisijualifieation will not depebd 
on the value of the contract, nor on the amount of interest 
of the officer or member in the contract. 

In Nell V. Longbottom, (1894) 1 Q. B. 767 a person who 
had been appointed by the watch committee a chemist to the 
council, and from whose shop four pence worth of oil was 
bought in his absence, was held to be disqualified. Cave, J., 
saying in reply to the argument that the contract was a 
very small one, “ that, however, is a matter into which we 
cannot enter, as the legislatiire has not entrusted us with 
any dispensing powers, and probably considered that the 
maxim of ohsta principUs should apply to cases of this sort,” 
In Rex Rowlands, (1906) 2 K. B. 292, Loni Alverstone, C. 
J., said; “ [was at first impressed by the fact that the 
commission paid was a small amount; but I am now satis- 
.ffed that we ought not to take into account the smallness of 
the sum, because the absolute freedom from the position 
which the entering into any such contract involves should 
be maintained,” 

The interest must not l)e too speculative and remote. 
It must not be mere sentimental interest such as that which 
a father may have in the prosperity of his son. Where there 
is a pecuniary advantage or a reasonable expectation of a 
pecuniary advantage, it must lie regarded as an “ interest ” 
within the meaning of the section. The interest in a 
contract is ]:'>ecuniary, it is immaterial f.hat the amount 
involved is trifling even if the interest is not pecuniary, it 
must be a material interest. 47 Bom. 809; 1923 Bom. 305; 
25 Bom. L. R. 6S9. 


Interest in contract. —The expression “ interest in contract’* 
means a financial interest with profit or hope of profit from 
the contract as the object of the person interested. This 
must be inferred from the facts in evidence in each ease. 
1930 All. 38; 51 All. 864. 

Under a similar provision of the Berar Municipal Law 
it was held that a member of a municipal board who lends 
money to a contractor upon the personal credit of such 
contractor f\)r the purpose of a contract with tlie municip^ 
board is guilty under S. 168, Indian Penal Code. 7 N. L. R. 
58; 10 I. C. 577. 
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It is sufficient if the member is concerned in a contract 
with the authority though he does not participate in the 
profits. See Star Steam Laundry Co. v. Dukas, (1913) 108 
L. T. 367. 

The local board of S., who were the town council, hav¬ 
ing contracted with a person to supply iron railings, an aider- 
man of the borough sold, in the way of his trade, to the con¬ 
tractor, some iron to enable him to complete his contract. It 
was held that the alderman was not interested in the con¬ 
tract: Le Feuvre V. Lancaster 1854 3 Kl. and Bl. 530; 18 
J. P. 193. But as to this ease see Tomkins v. Jolliffe (1887) 
51 J. P. 247. There C, who had contracted with a local 
board to make certain alterations gas fittings in the town 
hall, employed the defendant, a member of the board and a 
builder, to erect scaffolding for the purpose of enabling him 
to effect the alterations. It was held that the defendant w^as 
interested or concerned in a contract with the board. 

The defendant’s brother entered into a contract with a 
vestry under the Metropolis Management Act, 1F85, and in 
order to carry it out borrowed money from the defendant, 
who by way of security took an assignment of the contract. 
Afterwards, the defendant w’as elected a member of the 
vestry. It was held that he was interested in a contract with 
the vestry: Hunnings v. Williamson, (1883) 11 Q. B. D. 533; 
48 J. P. 132. Where an officer of a local board was appoint¬ 
ed to superintend drainage w'orks as their engineer, receiv¬ 
ing by way of remuneration a percentage on the outlay, it 
was held that he had an interest in the contract betw^een the 
board and their contractor: Whiteley v. Barley, (1838), 2l Q. 
B. D. 154; 52 J. P. 595. The defendant, a member of the 
local board, was employed by persons who had contracted 
for the performance of certain work on the board’s premises 
to do a portion of the work contracted for. It w'as held that 
he had been concerned in the contracts entered into by the 
board. 

The defendant, who w’as a member of a municipal cor¬ 
poration, carried on a business as a jew'eller and optician. The 
optical department was managed by his son, wdio was not a 
partner but a paid employee. A contract was made betw’een 
his son in his own name and the corporation for the supply 
of spectacles for the children of the schools controlled by the 
Corporation Education Committee. The contract was carried 
out by the son, the spectacles w’ere paid for by him with his 
own cheque, and he received payment in his own name from 
the corporation and paid the amount so received into his own 
inking account. The spectacles were supplied in eases bear¬ 
ing the son’s name, but the defendant’s business address, 
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some of the eases being taken at the expense of the defendant 
out of his stock. The son alone derived direct pecuniary 
benefit from the contract^ but the shop was provided, and the 
establishment expenses paid by the defendant, and the fact 
that the sf)eclacle eases bore his address helped to advertise 
his business with the consequent probability of increasing his 
custom. It was held that on these facts there was evidence 
in which the court cxiuld lind that the defendant had interest 
in a contract with the corration. England v.'Jnglis, (1920) 
2 K. B. 636; 84 J. P. 198. 

A member of a school board sold a quantity of gravel and 
sand to one who had contracted with the board to build 
certain schools. He knew that they were to be used in the 
building of schools, and it was held that he had committed an 
olTence against the fClementary Ifidiication Act, 1870, S. 34, 
as having been concerned in wr)rk done under the authority 
of the board: Barnacle \. Clarke, (1900) I Q. H. 279; 64 J. P. 
87. So also, a member of the cr)uncil who supplied coal to 
the trustees of a school who had an agreement with the 
council by which the latter actually paid for the coals, was 
held to have an interest in such contract. Cox v. Truscott, 
(1905) 69 .1. P. 174; 92 L. T, 650. 

Municipal Commissioner supplying bricks to a contractor 
of the committee. —The mere fact that the municipal com¬ 
missioner was a brick merchant and supplied bricks to a con- 
trac-tor engaged to build a market for the municipal com¬ 
mittee does not not disqualil’y him from sitting and acting 
as municipal commissioner when there is nothing to show 
that the member had any knowledge that the contract for 
bricks with the contractors was likely to fall to his share nor 
whether, and if so, when the }X)ssibility could arise when he 
would have to decide between his duty to the committee and 
sen’ing his own interest. 1925 Rang. 367, 92 I. C. 780. 

Contract performed, dues not fully paid.-— Where contrac¬ 
tor has performed his part of a contract with a municipality 
and the bill for the work done has been finally passed, but 
the Avhole or part of the dues remain unpaid, the contract is 
not at an end in the sense that it is discharged in its entirety 
and that the contractor has no further interest in it. Nor 
does the bill in such circumstances extinguish the original 
contract and establish in its place a mere relationship of 
debtor and creditor between the contractor and the munici¬ 
pality in the sense that the subsisting interest of the contrac¬ 
tor is not a mere interest in the bill regarded as security for 
payment of money due; consequently any one on the side of 
the contractor having an interest in the contract would be 
disqualified to stand for election as a commissioner till the 
date of the discharge of the contract. 
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The words of S. 48 may be construed as meaning tiie 
existence of a contract to which the commissioners are a 
party, irrespective of the fact that ttie other party has or has 
not performed his part of the contract. Cf. 1931 Cal. 2S8; 
58 Gal. ISO. 

A member of the board acquiring share or interest in 
any contract must obtain permission in writing of the com¬ 
missioner. Where there is doubt as regards tlie interest, the 
commissioner should be applied to for permission. 1930 All. 
739; 1281. C 394. 

Contract. —A demise of Rooms has been held to be a con¬ 
tract within the meaning of the corresponding section of the 
Public Health Act. Burgess v. Clark, 14 Q. B. D. 735. 

Directly or Indirectly. - I n the original section before its 
amendment the words “directly or indirectly ” interested 
were found. These have bi‘.en omitted, though in the adminis- 
ration rules the words are still fount! to exist. 

Contracts of the committee. —The contracts given by the 
educational committee of the btmrd under tlie provisions of 
S. 63-A and S. (io-A which empower the educational com¬ 
mittee to give contracts for educational purposes are given 
on behalf of the board and come within S. 34.* 145 f. O. 147, 
1933 All. 543. 

S. 34, sub-S. (1) refers in general terms to a “ member 
of the Board ” and is not limited to members of particular 
committee. 

Previous sanction not required for prosecution under S. 
1-68 I. P. C.— S. 197 (-r. P. 0., as amended does not re(|uire 
previous sanction for taking cognizance of a complaint under 
S. 168, T. P. G. Cf. 1928 Lah. 72, 8 Lah. 647. 

Where a complaint was preferred against a member of 
the municipal committee alleging that he had committed an 
offence under S. 168 as he was a partner in a grain contract 
taken in Hie name of a third person for the committee; Held, 
previous sanction of local Gkivernment was not necessary. 

Election Rules and administrative Rules. —Rules for elec¬ 
tion generally disqualify a person from becoming a member 
if he has any interest in contracts with the conimittee. So 
a member becoming interested in a contract will be liable to 
removal under S. 16. 


•Section refer® to provision corresponding to S. 48 of Punjab Act. 
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Rule 3-A of Administration Rules prohibit members 
from being present or for taking part in any proceedings 
in which such members or their specified relations are directly 
or indirectly interested. 

The word “ indirectly” would include other indirect con¬ 
nections. Thus it was held under the Ekiglish Corporation 
Act, that a lease granted by a corporation to a trustee for a 
councillor was a disqualification: Simpson v. Ready, 12 M. 
and W. 736. Interest as a sub-contractor in a contract made 
with a corporation would similarly fall within the section. 
Tomkins V. Jolliffe, 57 J P. 247. 

For further notes see Arnold’s “ Law of Municipal Cor¬ 
porations,” 6th Edition, pp. 15-16. 

Privileges and Liabilities. 

49. No suit shall be instituted against a committee, or 
against any officer or servant of a ccmimittee, in respect of any 
act purporting to be done in its or his official capacity, until the 
expiration of one month next after notice in writing has been, in 
the case of a committee, delivered or left at its office, and in the 
case of am officer or servant, delivered to him or left at his office 
or place of abode, stating the cause of action and the name and 
place of abode of the intending plaintiff; and the plaint most 
contain a statement that such notice has been so delivered 
or left: 


Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to any suit 
instituted under S. 54 of the Specific Relief Act, 1877. 

Notes. 


S. 38 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 363, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. 535, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 49, Behar and Ori.ssa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 206, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 167, Bonil)ay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, in of 1901. 

S. 527, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, III of 1888. 

S 42, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

S. 538, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, III of 1923. 


S. 273, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S. 48, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 397, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 350, Madras District Munici- 
I)al Act, V of 1920. 

S. 204, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

S 326, United Provinces Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 

English Law :— 

S. 1, Public Authorities Protec¬ 
tion Act, 1893. 

S. 264, Public Health Act, 1875. 


Caution.— It will be ol)served that the corresponding 
provisions of the other provincial municipal Acts differ, 


Suits 

against com¬ 
mittee and 
its officers. 
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materially from the provisiona of the Punjab Act None of 
these provincial Acts has a provision with regard to suits for 
injunctions. The Bengal, Madras and Bombay Acts and the 
Cantonment Act contain clauses as to periods of limitation for 
such suits and other clauses dealing A\ith dower of tendering 
amends. 

The decisions of the several high courts on corresponding 
sections of the other provincial Municipal Act must therefore 
be applied with some caution. 

The limitation provided in some of the (Corresponding 
sections of other provincial Acts is six months while without 
such provisions Article 2 of the Jjimitation Act will apply— 
which pro^ides a period of 90 days. The time reciuired for 
notice c\ill be excluded from computation of 90 days under 
Cl. 2 of S. 15 of the Limitation Act. 

Object of the section.— The object of the provision appears 
to be to give municipal bodies or officers who in the bom fide 
discharge of their public duties may have committed illegal 
acts not justified by their powers, an oj^portunity of tendering 
a sufficient amends for such acts before being harassed with 
an action. 8 Bom. 421 & 4 I. C. o2, 22 Mad. 371. 

S. 192 of U. 1’. District Board Act, 1922 ( = S. 49 of 
Punjab Municipal Act) is intended for the protec.tion not only 
of the board and its officers and sen ants, but also of the 
members of the board. So long as defendant is a meml>er of 
the board and the suit is instituted in respect of an act done 
or purporting to have been done by him in his official cajiacity, 
the section w'ould be applicable, no matter whether the 
plaintiff is a stranger or the board or any other officer or 
servant. The protection is for a defendant and does not take 
into account the status of the plaintiff in the suit, 1933 All. 
104,1932 A. L, J. 1081, 143 1. C. 462. 

Cates in which notice is not necessary.— It has been settled 
law that the provisions of the English statute analogous to 
this section do not apply to claims arising out of contracts or 
gKfwi-ctmtracts, but do api)]y to claims arising out of torts or 
9 «oji-torts done under colour of, or in carrying out the pro¬ 
visions of, the statute. Relying on this principle the Bombay 
High Court held that a suit against the municipality of 
Bombay for compensation for land acquired by the munici¬ 
pality under S. 299 of Act III of 1888 (Bombay City Munici¬ 
pal Act) is not an action of tort or quasi delict, but it is a 
simple action for the price of land, and hence no notice w^as 
necessary. 19 Bom. 407. 

No notice is necessary in actions based on contracts (22 
Bom. 301), such, for instance, as a suit for specific perform- 
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arwse of a contract or for damages for breach therfeof or for 
price of goods supplied. 22 Bom. 637; 2 Mad. 124; 65 I. C. 
105; 1926 Pat. 462 (1). 

No notice is necessary in a suit to recover a deposit. 16 
Mad. 474. 

A suit based upon contract is excluded from the puarview 
of S. 167* of Bombay District Municipal Act, 1901 as it may 
fairly be assumed that every person knows that the law ex¬ 
pects him to act according to his contract and not to break it 
and where he has not acted in accordance with his contract he 
has thereby knowingly disregarded the provisions of the 
statute and cannot expect the protection given by it. No 
notice is, therefore, necessary nor is the rule of six months' 
limitation applicable to such a suit, (Case law considered.) 
1930 Sindh 201); 123 I. C. 237. 

Claims arising out of contracts are not governed by 
S. 49 as the words “ anything done or purporting to be 
done under the Act or any rule or bye-law made under it in 
S. 73,t Central Provinces Local Self-Government Act must 
be interpreted as relating only to an act done or purporting 
to be done in direct execution of the Act or of a rule or 
bye-law. Breach of a duty imposed or exercise of a power 
conferred, by a contract is not such an act. 1930 Nag. 179, 
123 T. C 903. 

When there is a specific previous contract under which 
the act is done then the act so done or omitted to be done 
is not so done or omitted to be done bv virtue of the statute. 
1930 Sindh 209. 

Note.—The Allatiabad view is different, i>ide 1930 All. BGi) and 
1923 All. 267. 

In a suit l)y a contractor for the price of the work done 
notice under S 49 is not necessary as the suit was not insti¬ 
tuted for any act done by the committee but in respect of an 
act done by the contractor. Article 56 of Linutation Act 
applies to such suits. 1928 Oudh 297, 109 I. O, 639. 

In suit for damages for breach of contract no notice is 
required. 1933 Bom. 164; 35 Bom. L. R. 55; 57 Bom. 67. 

A municipal contractor stocked building materials on the 
land of the lessee of a mandi. The latter sued the contractor 
for an unlawful act in stocking these materials on his land 
and thereby preventing him from using it: 

• Cf. S 49 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 

f S. 49 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 
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Held, the suit was maintainable and S. 324* did not 
1922 All. 477, 64 I. C. 93; 43 All. G14, 19 A. L. J. 

A contractor was given lease for the right to collect 
octroi on certain articles and the agreement between the 
board and the contractor provided that the contractor will 
only be entitled to collect the amount at certain rates. The 
agreement further provided that if the contractor contrary to 
the terms collected octroi at greater rates he shall be liable 
to pay a fine not exceeding Rs. 50 imposed by the president 
The president imposed a fine of Rs. 20 on the contractor in 
respect of illegal and excessive collection made by his agent. 
Pine was not paid and a suit was instituted for recovery. 

Held that the suit was not maintainable although the acts 
of the defendant's agent amounted to a criminal offence and 
no criminal proceedings were taken against the agent. 

It is doubtful whether the d njtrine that a person injured 
by a felonious act cannot seek ei\ il redress without prosecut¬ 
ing the felon in the criminal courts, applies in India; and the 
doctrine does not apply where a principal is sued in the civil 
courts in respect of the wrongful acts of his agent. 

Held, also, that the agreement in question was not a bail 
bond, or recognisance, within the meaning of the Exception to 
S. 74 of the Contract Act, and though given for the perform¬ 
ance of a public duty, it was not given under the provisions 
of any law. The Exception b) S. 74 <lid not apply and the 
plaintiff was entitled to reasonable damages under the 
section. 

Held also, that the suit was based on contract; and for 
purposes of limitation fell within Article 68 or 115 of Schedule 
II of the Limitation Act and not under Article 6 of the 
Schedule. 31 Mad. 54,17 M. L. J. 537. 

A suit for compensation for breach of contract does not 
require a previous notice. Suit for compensation for breach 
of contract is not governed by Art 2 of the Limitation Act, 
28 I. C. 45. 

The various authorities relied upon were based on the 
peculiar wording of the section of the Madras Municipal Act. 
Reliance was placed on the clause relating to offer of 
amends. This clause was interpreted to relate to suits for 



• S. 224 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 
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torts for which amends are to be offered. If contracts had 
been contemplated, the words used would have been com¬ 
pensation or damages. 28 I. C. 45i, 

In suits relating to declaration of title to immovable 
property or in suite for possession brought against the 
municipality, no notice is necessary: 16 Mad. 317; 22 Bom. 
289 F. B.; 6 Cal. 8; 4 All. 102, affirmed in 4 All. 339. Notice 
will be necessary for actions for the possession of land whereof 
the plaintiff has been dispossessed by the municipality acting 
or purporting to act under some section of the municipal Act, 
which empowers them to take possession of, or oust any one 
from, that land. Per Parsons, J,, in 22 Bom. 289. 

In a suit brought against a municipality to recover 
possession of land taken by it, for damages for putting down 
a wall on the land and for injunction: 

Held that as regards damages the suit required a 
previous notice but not as regards possession. 22 Bom. 605. 

No notice is re(iiured in a suit for injunction. 22 Bom. 

636. 

Under S. 193 of the Punjab Municipal Act the com¬ 
mittees have power to refuse sanction for the erection of a 
building in any case in which there is a dispute as to the 
title of the land to be built upon. In any suit for declara¬ 
tion of title to such land on the refusal of the committee 
to sanction tlie plan, notice will presumably be necessary 
under this section. In a case, however, arising under 
similar circumstances previous notice of one month was not 
held to be necessary for bringing against a municipal com¬ 
mittee a suit for a declaration that the plaintiff is the owner 
of a certain piece of land and that the municipal committee 
Avho refused the plaintiff permission to build on it alleging 
that it was their property had no right to do so. 32 P. K. 
1914, 23 I. C. 317. 

Notice was sent by the municipality informing the 
plaintiff that he had no right to a certain property and that 
he sh<mld establish his right by a suit. Plaintiff hied a suit 
for declaration of his title: 

Held, that it is not a ease which can come under S. 261* 
of the Madras District Municipal Act, 18 4 for which notice 
of suit is necessary. 1926 Mad. 235, 92 I. C. 18. 


• S. 49 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 
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, Suit fay comiuittee against its own officers. —It was doubt¬ 
ed in 46 AIL 175; 1924 All. 46 if S. 326 of the United Pro¬ 
vinces Municipal Act (S. 49 of Punjab Municipal Act) 
applies to such a suit. 

One month's notice. —It is not required that the notice be 
one month’s notice commencing on the date of the Act 
complained of, but one month’s notice in writing of the 
intended suit. 1933 Sindh 258, 

Suits claiming two reliefs. —A suit for mandatory injunc¬ 
tion to build a khal and a pjrp3tual injunction restraining 
the municipal coinmittee from building drain on plaintiff’s 
property is not entirely illegal. The suit may be dismissed 
as regards the illegal relief (mandatory injunction) claimed 
and decreed as regards the legal relief.’ 1931 Lah, 124. See 
22 B. 605. 

Suit for refund of professional tax and other taxes. —S. 49 

applies only to suits for compensation and for damages, 

A suit for a refund of a professional tax that was 
illegally levied cannot be describe 1 as a suit for conjpensa- 
tion and for damages, and it cannot l)e said that it is not 
maintainable for want of notice prescribed. 1931 Mad. 
520,132 I. C. 113, 60 M. L. J. 600. 

A suit by a company to recover money wrongly collected 
from it by a municipality as tax, is not one for “ damages or 
compensation,” but is an equitable action for money had and 
received and, as such, the provisions of S. 49 either as 
regards the necessity for notice or the limitation of six 
months do not apply to it. Cf. 1929 Mad. 409, 52 Mad. 207, 
56 M. L. J. 525, 120 T. C. 867. 

Suit for damages—Article 2 of Limitation Act. —A claim 
for the refund of a specific sum, representing the 
difference between the octroi duty illegally realised by 
a municipality and the duty which the municipality should 
have legitimately realised under the law, is in the nature of 
a claim for money had and received by the defendant 
municipality for the plaintiff’s use and is not a claim for 
compensation or damages. Siich a claim is governed by 
Article 62 of the Limitation Act, 1877, 6 I. O. 401, 32 All. 

491. 

A suit was brought against the chairman and accountant 
of B, panchayat nmon for damages for malicums prosecution 
more than six months after the close of the criminal pro¬ 
ceedings : 

Notice was held to he not necessary unless it were 
proved that the act complained of was done by servants of 
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the taluk board within the scope of their authority as such, 
aetit^ or purporting to act under this Act. 13 Mad. 442. 

Cases within the Section.— A person suing the munici* 
pality for refund of tax illegally levied from him as house 
tox, is bound to serve the municipality with a notice as 
required by the Act. Cf. 8 Bom. 421. 

The defendant who was a member of a municipal board 
and was charged with supervising the sanitation of the town 
reported to the secretary of the board that dirty water was 
allowed to flow from a house of the plaintiffs. The secretary 
ordered the prosecution of the plaintiffs but they were 
acquitted. Whereupon the plaintiffs brought a suit for 
damages for nialieious prosecution. It was held, that as the 
defendant had acted in his capacity as a member of the 
board he was entitled to a notice under the section before 
institution of the suit. 10 1. C. 1; 8 A. L. .1. 509. 

Under a corresponding section of N. W. P. and Oudh 
Municipalities Act, XV of 1878, it was held that notice is 
necessary only when damages consequential on the act done 
1/ the municipal committee are claimed in the suit. The 
plea of want of notice cannot be taken for the first time in 
special api>eal. 1 All, 269. 

The Legislative Council can authorise a local authority 
to impose a ferry toll and when such toll is imposed, any sum 
due to the local board from a lessee can be recovered as an 
arrear of land re\ enue. Hence any act purporting to recover 
such sum would b(^ an act purporting to have been done in 
pursuance of the Act, and so a month’s notice would be 
necessary l)efore liling a suit. 1930 Sindh 176. 

Ortain persons, who were members of the managing 
committee of a municipality ordered, during their term of 
office, dust-bins for the municipality and paid for them out 
of the municipal funds. The municipality subsequently 
instituted a suit against the members for recovery of the 
amount paid by them on the ground that the dust-bins w’pe 
not in accordance with the contract and that the managing 
committee had issued the completion certificates negligently: 

Held that the suit was not one for misapplication of 
money and did not fall under S. 42 of Bombay District 
Municipal Act. The cause of action against the defendants 
was for damages for negligence in giving completion certi¬ 
ficate, and S. 167 applied to the ease and the suit w^s bad tor 
want of notice under S. 167. 1932 Bom 562, 34 Bom. L. R, 
1216, 56 Bom. 448,140 I. C. 213. 
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Under a corresponding provision of United Provinces 
Act it was that the provision is not confined to suits for 
damage founded upon tort and that the words “ cause of 
action ** are of sufficient amplitude to cover cases involving 
the infraction of an absolute right or of a right arising out 
of a contract and also of a right to compensation flowing from 
tort. 

A conservancy contractor under an agreement with the 
Municipal Board of Allahabad agreed to remove rubbish 
from certain parts within municipal area on a monthly re¬ 
muneration of Rs. 325. The contract terminated on 31st 
March 1924. The contractor alleged that the municipal board 
unlawfully and in violation of the agreement withheld the 
payment of Rs. 446. A registered notice was sent on 27th 
July 1925, and the present suit to recover the amount of 
Rs. 446 was instituted on 15th January J926 against tlie 
municipal board; 

Held, that the deduction made by the municipal board 
month alter month amounted to a refusal to pay the amounts 
so deducted and that each of these occasions afforded the 
contractor a separate cause of action. 1930 All. 365; 122 1. 
C. 742. 

S. 80, C. P. C.— A municipality constituted under District 
Municipalities Act cannot be described as a public officer ” 
under sub-clause (/) or {g), of Cl. 17, S. 2, C. P. C., 
and there is no need to give two months' notice to the muni¬ 
cipality under S. 80 before instituting suit against it. 1930 
Mad.. 844; 128 I. C.161. 

A suit by plaintiff to recover the deduction for non¬ 
performance of contract made from the deposit made by 
plaintiff will come within the provisions of S. 167 of Bombay 
District Municipal Act. 1922 Bom. 380, 46 Bom. 123, 64 I. C. 
357, 23 Bom. L. R. 881. 

Meaning of ** act **— The term act ” in S, 80 includes a 
threat to do a future injurious action when that threat 
is conveyed through the performance of any action, such 
as speech, writing, sending a notice or message and so 
for&. 

I understand act ” in this context as including words, 
spoken or written, which may cause the plaintiff to appre¬ 
hend some injury in the future. If there was no such act 
it is not clear what ground the plaintiffs had to anticipate 
a threatened invasion of their supposed right, so as to give 
an occasion for instituting this suit for an injunction. I 
would, therefore, allow this appeal and dismiss the plaintiff *s 
suit with costs throughout as notice was held to be necessary 
even in a suit for injunction. 58 I. C. 885, 39 M. L. J. 151. 
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Act pufporting to be done, etc. — These words do not 
include acte which are not done under ttiis Act whether they 
are illegal or are not in accordance with its provisions. If 
a person knows that he has not under a statute authority to 
do a certain thing and yet intentially does that thing he 
cannot shelter himself by pretending that the thing wsis 
done with intent to carry out that statute: Selmes v. Judge^ 
L. R. 6 Q. B. 724. Thus there is no provision in the Munici¬ 
pal Act for the withdrawal of the sanction for erecting a 
building. Where such a sanction was withdrawn and a suit 
for damages brought, it was held that the revocation of the 
sanction was not done nor did it purport to have been done 
under the Act, and that the suit for damages having been 
based upon such withdrawal, the limitation of three months 
did not apply to such a suit. 30 Cal. 317. 

A person seeking the protection of the Act cannot claim 
that his conduct has any relation to the execution of the 
Act if he knowingly and intentionally acts in contravention 
of its provisions. So where the amount payable as refund 
was ascertained and plaintiff^s right to receive it admitted, 
the refusal to refund would be a deliberate and conscious 
contravention of the provisions of the Act and such conduct 
would disentitle the person to notice. 25 Bom. 387. 

Act purporting to be done in official capacity. - If the 

act was one such as is ordinarily done by the officer in the 
course of his oflfieial duties, and he considered himself to be 
acting as a public officer and desired other persons to consider 
that he was so acting, the act clearly purports to be done in 
his official capacity w'ithin the ordinary meaning of the term 
“ purport. ’' The motives with which the act w'as done do 
not enter into the question at all. • 

Suit for libel against a member of the municipal board 
or an officer of the municipality for an act which prima facie 
apjiears to be done in his official capacity i-equires a notice 
under the Municipal Act. 1930 All. 704; 124 I. C. 705. 

Act includes omission. —S. 326 (=8. 49 of Punjab Act) 
of the United Provinces Municipalities Act should te 
interpreted according to the tei’ms of that section; 
no decision as to the difTerently w’orded terms of other 
sections of other Acts are of assistance. The words 
“in respect of an act done’’ wrould include an omission 
because omission must have reference to some act or series of 
acts. A board must be deemed to have acted in its official 
capacity, even though its action w’as not taken directly under 
any provision of the Act, but indirectly in pursuance of a con¬ 
tract executed directly under the provisions of the Act, for 
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even in the latter .ease it must be held to have acted in an un¬ 
official capacity. A board indeed can only act in an unofficial 
capacity when it acts otherwise than under colour of any 

g ower conferred on it. The exceptions provided for in sub- 
s. 3 and 4 show that the section was meant to include suits 
of every description, even suits based on contracts. 1926 
Oudh 388, 99 I. C. 643. 

The expression “ for anything done or purporting to be 
done ” in S. 167 of the Bombay District Municipal Act 
means that the section applies where something has been 
done, and not where there is an apprehension only that 
something will be done. A suit, therefore, against a muni¬ 
cipality to restrain an apprehended injury is not bad merely 
because the notice required by the section was not given; in 
such a ease no notice is necessary. 56 1. C. 527. 

In a suit for damages against a vice-eliairman for having 
wrongfully issued a distress warrant, it was held that the 
act of the vice-chairman was in pursuance of the Act and 
notice before suit was necessary. 1 n sncli cases it cannot be 
contended that as the act complained of could not have been 
lawfully done under the authority of the Act, the act could 
not be said to be an act purporting to he done in official 
capacity. The protection of the act was not confined to 
cases where the party had done an act which could be 
justified. An act is to be regarded as done in i>ursuance 
of a statute if the doer had a reasonable and bona fide belief 
that he was so acting as remarked in Richard Spooner v. 
Juddow (18d 8, 4 IVI. r, A. 353). 

Section will have no application when the servant or 
officer is not sued in his official capacity. 1 I. (1 514. 

If a party bona fide and not absurdly believes that he is 
acting in pursuance of a statute, he is entitled to the special 
protection given by the section although he has done an 
illegal act. 48 Cal. 45; 59 I. C. 572. 

In a suit brought against a municipal committee t..> re¬ 
cover the value of certain bricks alleged to have been W'rong- 
fully seized and appropriated by tlie committee, the lower 
court held, on the authority of 8. 19, Act JV ol‘ 1873, that 
the suit was barred by limitation in that it was not institu¬ 
ted until after the expiration of three rnontlis from the 
accrual of the right to sue; Held that whether the suit was 
regarded as founded on tort, as the plaintiff alleged, or on 
contract as the lower court appeared to have regarded, it 
was not terred as it was not alleged and there was no 
pretence for alleging that the defendants took the plaintiff’s 
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bricks in the exercise of any powers given.to them or to the 
municipal committee by the Municipal Act or in the belief 
that they had power under the Act to take the bricks. P. R. 
79 of 1884. 

A mortgagee refused to give up part of the mortgaged 
land when the mortgage money was paid off. He remained 
in possession and- sold the land to the municipality. The 
mortgagor subsequently sued the municipality and its vendor 
to recover possession; Held that no notice was necessary. 
The section does not apply to actions of ejectment brought 
against a municipality. Such an action brought to try the 
title to the land is not an a(;tion for anything done or 
purporting to be done in pursuance of the Act. 22 Bom. 
283 {Distg. 18 Bom. 19). See also 22 Bom. 289 and 22 
Bom. 605. 

A suit for jx^rmanent injunction is not a suit for any¬ 
thing done or purporting to be done in the pursuance of the 
Act but to prevent the nmnicipality from doing what the 
plaintiff alleged to be an illegal act. 22 Bom., pp. 283, 289, 
605, 636 ; 25 Bom. 142; 4 J. C. 32; 19 Mad. L. J.333 F. B.; 
1 1. a 514. 

A sum of money was coiIe<;tcd from an inamdar as land 
cess under S. 57 of the Madras Local Boards Act, 1884. The 
amount had been assessed by the Collector of the district 
under S. 64, collected by him and subsequently paid to the 
credit of the District Fund, under S. 19 of the said Act. 
The inamdar filed a suit against the president of the district 
board to recov er the amount on the ground that it had 
been illegally collected from him. Ther*e was no claim for 
damages. t)n its being objected that the suit was wrongly 
brought against the president of the district board; 

Held, that the suit was not maintainable. The assess¬ 
ment and the collection of which plaintiff complained were 
not the act of the. defendant, who could not be called upon 
to make good the amount said to have been wrongly collec¬ 
ted merely because it had eventually been paid over to the 
credit of the district board. 24 Mad. 114, 7 1. C. 799. 

Officer purporUng to act. —Per Sadasiva Aiyar., J. : An 

act done by a public officer would ‘ purport ^ to be an act 
done in his official capacity not only ii' it was properly 
and rightly done by him in such capacity and within his 
powers, but also if it has such a reasonable resemblance 
(though a false or pretended resemblance) to a proper and 
right act that ordinary persons could reasonably conclude 
from the character of the act and from the nature of his 
(^cial capacity. 
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But if the act done is so outrageous and extraordinary 
that no reasonable man could detect in it any resemblance 
.to any act which the powers of such an olBcer could allow 
him to do on the facts as represented and declared by such 
officer, his mere allegation that he did the act in his official 
capacity would not suffice. 

The question of the good faith or the bad faith of the 
public officer, either as regards his belief in the legality or 
propriety of his act or the limit of his powers or the 
existence of facts justifying the exercise of such powers, is 
irrelevant to the consideration of the fjuestion wdiether the 
officer is entitled to notice under S. 80 of the Civil 
Procedure Code, 

Per Spencer, J.: The word * purporting ’ covers a pro¬ 
fession by avrts or by w^ords or by appearance of what is 
true as w^ell as of what is not true. 

“ It is signilicant that the words ‘ purporting h) be done * 
are wider than ‘ done’ or ‘ intended to be done ’ under the 
provisions of this act” in S. 2G4 of the Public Health Act, 
which appear to be the most (tomprehensive words in that 
Act. 

J, therefore, think that the expression ‘ any act purpor¬ 
ting to be done by such public officer in his official capacity ’ 
found in S. 80 of the Civil Pn^cedure Code means ‘ any 
act of a public officer which is intended by him to carry 
forth or convey to the min<ls of all persons who become 
aware of that act the impression that lie did the act in his 
official capacity and not as an ordinary private individual 
and which has the effect of conveying such an impression 
by its seeming or appearance.’ ” 41 Mad. 792; 46 1. C. 86 

at p, 9o, 

Proviso. — Even in the absence of such a proviso it has 
been held that no notice is necessary in suits for injunc¬ 
tions under S. 54 of the Specific liclief Act. 1-2 Bom. 283, 
289 and 636. 

iVote.—The view held in these rulings has been overruled, 
vide 1927 P. O. 376; 5l Bom. 725 and 1930 Sindh 287. 

A suit for declaration of title with an injunction cannot 
be said to be a suit falling under S. 45 of the Specific Relief 
Act, especially when the suit in substance is one for declara¬ 
tion of title and the relief by w-ay of injunction is only an 
ancillary relief. 47 I. C. 848; 41 All. 162. 

SuflBciency of notice. —In a suit for damages for negli¬ 
gence of a contractor the municipality contended that the 
notice was not sufficient. The notice stated “ that one S, I., 
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a contraetor under you, and such being your agent and 
servant excavated a trench, etc.” It was argued that 
this was not a good notice as it only alleged a cause of action 
arising out of the acts of the defendant’s agents and servants 
and not out of the acts of a contractor: 

Held, that the notice was sulficient. The section onl.v 
required the notice to state with reasonable particularity the 
cause of action, and this was don<^ The individual by whom 
the damage was done was specified and the acts which caused 
the damage were clearly set forth. 17 Bom. 307. 

In a suit against the municipality for damages sustained 
by plaintiff by reason of an accident occasionecl to his 
horses through the ill-repair of a roa<t wdthin the limits of 
the municipality, it appeared that at the close of a corres¬ 
pondence between the plaintiff and the president of the 
municipality, the jilaintilf, in a letter headed Madras,” 
stated that he had directed auctioneers to sell the horses, 
and that ho would “ proceed against you by law to recover 
such loss or damages as I may have sustained;” and added 
“ kindly consider this as notice of claim under S. 433 of 
Municipal Act, I ( f 1SS4” and that the plaintiff’s attorneys, 
in a sul>sef(uent letter, demanded payment of Ks. 1,000, 
“ iK'ing the damtiges sustained by our client by reason of 
the neglect to keep in proper repair that portion of the 
road etc.,” and stated that if the sum claimed were not 
paid the plaintiff would be “compelled to have recourse to 
law to recover the sum without further notice.” 

Hold {1) that the twi letters should be read together; 

(2) that the cause of action was staled suiliciently 

in the second of the above letters; 

(3) that the plaintiff’s address was sufBciently 

given in the first of the above letters. 14 
Mad. 386. 

In a suit to recover damages for the demolition of a 
house which had been built, by the plaintiff without previous 
notice to the municipality, the plaintiff proved, by W'ay of 
notice of action, the delivery of a letter signed by him and 
dated from his place t>f residcnt*.e, which did not stole W’’here 
the house in question had stood, nor the date of its demoli¬ 
tion, nor state positively that an action would be brought: 

Held that the letter was not sufficient notice. 18 Mad. 

503. 

A notice by a person who claimed a road as his private 
road simply asking the commissioners to reconsider their 
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declaration that it was a public road is not a sufficient notice. 
7 W. R. 92. 

Notice to be addressed to Com mittee. -Where a notice is 
addressed to the president of the local board and it was 
intended not to be a notice to the president individually but 
to the board as represented by the president and the board 
has in fact received the said notice, the misdirection is im¬ 
material. Such notice should be addressed to the board 
simplieiter or board by the secretary or president. 1930 
Bom. 554; 54 Bom. 902. 

Result of want of notice. —1 f no notice is giv'^en in cases 
within this section, the suit must be dismissed; 24 Oal. 900. 

In case the notice is not suffieient (he suit wiJl also bo dis¬ 
missed: 7 W. R. 92; 18 Mad. 50 j. A suit instituted before 
the expiry’of the period of notice should be dismissed as pre¬ 
mature. 47 I. C. 848; 41 All. 162. 

Cause of action. —Plaintiff mu.st bo con lined to the cause 
of action stated in the notice, and cannot bo allowed to put 
forward another cause that may suggest itself afterwards. 
8 Bom. L. R. 265; 34 Cal. 257. 

In a suit for damages, the cause ol' action arises when 
and as the damages occur and not at such time a.s the plaintiff 
may expend money in repairing such damage. JS96P. .1. 
675. 

A levy of tax in each year giv^es a new and distinct 
cause of action and the payment of a tax without protest for 
one year does not bar a suit to recover a sum paid in a sul^ 
sequent year under prote.st on account of a tax which was not 
legally chargeable for that year. Where the valuation for 
the purposes of a municipal tax is made annually, a fresh 
cause of action for any over-valuation annually arises, even 
if the valuation remains the same. 1892 P. .1. i;93. ’ 

Although the cause of action in !S. 4) should not be taken 
in a narrow sense the ob,iect of the section being merely to in¬ 
form the defendant substantially of the grounds for complaint 
yet the section requires a cause of action to be stated with 
some precision. Where the accused’s cause of action has not 
arisen at the time of the notice the notice is invalid. Cf. 54 
Cal. 969; 1928 Cal. 74. 

Rttcomideration gives no fresh cause of action. —No Fresh 
period for suit can be claimed by the mere fact that the 
committee reconsidered their previous decision on tlie appli¬ 
cation of the defendant. 1925 Sind 322 ; 90 I. C. 44. 
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Damace ansmg aftcHT the notice. —Ills a question whether 
or not damages arising out oP subsidence referred to in the 
notice but arising after the date of the notice could be re¬ 
covered without a fresli notice and fresh suit. If the damages 
arising from the subsidence be the cause of action as seems 
to be the result of eases, then only what is staled in the 
notice can be recovered and nothing arising after. 18 Cal. 91. 

Plea of want of notice. —The j)lea of want of notice or 
insufficiency of notice may l)e taken in the course of argu¬ 
ments though not taken in the written statement. 5 I. C. 81, 
but see contra 1 All. 2G9; 16 Mad. 307. 

One month’s notice.— The municipality is entitled to full 
month’s time. If the suit is instituted before the expiry of 
the month the suit will be re.ieeted as premature. 8 Bom. 421; 
8 Bom L. R. 26o. 

Suit as instituted premature, amended plaint. —Where a 
suit was instituted before the expiry of one month and the 
plaint was returned for amendment as it did not ec)ntain any 
mention that the notice liad been given, the amended 
plaint was filed long after the expiry of one month next 
after the notice: 

field that the provision of law as regai-ds notice had 
been sufficiently complied with. The purpose of the law is 
that a municipal (lommittet! should have reasonable time to 
answer claims made against it and for purposes like this the 
date of the presentation of the amended plaint is what the 
court should Uxik to, 9 1. C’. 844. 

Wrong description of defendant, — A suit against the 
president or secretary of a municipal committee as repre¬ 
senting the municipal committee is not maintainable. 16 Mad. 
296. 

Crown bound by the section. - S. 49 applies even to the 
Crown. Therehire a suit by the Secretaxy (.)f State against 
the municipality for tlamages for in.)ury caused to a police 
fowar’j horse which put its foot into a manhole belonging to 
the municipality which had been left open in breach of a 
statutory duty cannot be instituted witbmt giving notice as 
contemplated by S. 49. Cf. l931 Sindh 5o. 

Limitation.— Some of the pro\’ineial .Municipal Acts in 
provisions corresponding h) S. 49 also provide a period of 
limitation for suits. In the absence of such a pro\i.sion suit 
for damages or compensation in respect of acts purporting to 
be done in its or their official capacity by the committee or 
its officers will be governed by Article 2 of the Limitation 
Act. 5-^^ 72 P, R. 1909. 
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Damait^ ^«w tort—Limitation for such suits.— 'A suit for 
damages against a municipality for an alleged omission to 
complete repairs quickly and the closing of the roads at both 
ends by its servants out of malice would fall within Article 2 
of the Limitation Act. 1926 All. 538; 48 All. 560. 

A suit by the son and heir of a deceased employee of a 
committee for the provident fund and salary, etc., is not 
governed by the special period of limitation prescribed by 
Article 2. 1928 Cal. 54Cow/cf. in 1928 Cal. 743; 55 Cal. 
1231. 

In suits under S. 49 of the Act which are governed by 
Article 2 of the Limitation Act, when once the time has begun 
to run it would not be stopped from running by the mere 
fact that the plaintiff made an attempt to get the decision of 
the committee re-eonsidered. Such re-decision or attempt at 
re-consideration will not give a fresh period. C/,1925 All. 
276, 86 I. C. 293, 23 A. L. J. 23. 

Limitation Act, 2.— Article 2 was held applicable even 

to malicious act not authorised. 1932 All. 16, 135 J. C. 558. 

Suit for recovery of octroi legally taken but wrongfully 
refused to be refunded is governed by Article 120 and not 
by article 2 or 62. 25 1. C. 943, 36 A. 555. 

Article 2 of Limitation Act is not applicable to suits in 
the nature of suits of e.ieetment but only tx) suits for 
damages. 6 Bom. 580. 

Action for refund of tax illegally levied— Notice under S. 49. 

—General provisions of Limitation Act are applicable to cases 
for which periods of limitation are specially provided by 
local or special Acts. S Bom. 529. 

Suit for recovery of refund of octroi duty is governed 
by Article 2 of Limitation Act. Plaintiff instituted 
a suit against the Municipal Board of Agra to recover a 
sum of money, to which he was entitled under the rules, as 
refund of octroi duty on goods exported by him from Agra. 
The suit was dismissed as having been brought beyond the 
period of six months prescribed by sub section (3) of S. 326* 
of the United Provinces .Municipal Act. The High Court was 
moved in revision against the order of dismissal, and it was 
contended that the provisions of the foregoing sub-section 
referred only to suits arising out of acts done inadvertently 
or illegally for which a suit for damages W(juld lie, and that 
that sub-section did not apply to suits for money demandable 


•S. 49 of Punjab Municipal Act acd S. 2 of Limitation Act. 
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from a municipal board in consequence of a breach of con¬ 
tract or of a legal relation resembling a contract; 

Held, that inasmuch as the plaintiff’s cause of action had 
its origin in the refusal of the municipal board to pay a sum 
which it W’as legally bound to pay, the suit as framed was a 
suit for compensation within the description of suits in sub¬ 
section (1) of S. 326 and was not founded upon a breach 
of contract or the breach of some relation resembling a 
contract and that, therefore, the rule of limitation contained 
in sub-section (3) of the section was applicable to it. 54 I. 
C. 459; 42 All. 207. 

Limitation for suit for damages due to revocation of sntc- 
tion.— Withdrawal of sanction was an act not done nor did it 
purport to have l)een done under the act; therefore the suit 
for damages based on such withdrawal was not governed by 
special period of limitation provided under some sections of 
the Provincial Municipal Acts corresponding to S. 49 of 
Punjab Municipal Act or Article 2 of Limitiition Act. 30 C. 
217, 7 0. W. N. 329. 

Notice by some of the plaintiffs.— Notice by two out of 

fhree joint owners is not invalid. 24 Mad. 27, 11 Mad. L. J. 

117. 


Notice under Section 49 not by all persons. —Where a notice 
is required under the Act to he given to the municipality but 
only two of the five plaintiffs have given the re(.juired 
notice, the suit is not bad for want of notice as far as persons 
giving notice are concerned, although all the plaintiffs hav’^e 
not giv'en the required notice. 57 Bom. 270; 1933 Ek')m. 
175, 35 Bom. L. R. 13S. 

Waiver. - The right to get notice can be waived and if 
waived the plea of want of notice cannot be raised later; 
(1923) 22 A. L. J. R. 26. Where a defendant himself applies 
to be made a party to a case he must be taken to have 
waived his right to notice. 1924 All. 467; 46 All. 175. 

SO. (1) Every person shall be liable for the loss, waste 
or misapplication of any money or other property belonging to 
a committee, if such loss, waste or misapplication is reported by 
the Examiner of Local Fund Accounts, or other audit authority 
empowered by the local Government in this behalf to be a 
direct consequence of his neglect or misconduct in the perform¬ 
ance of his duties while a member of the committee ; and he may 
after being given an opportunity, by notice served in the manner 
provided for the service of summonses in the Civil Procedure 
Code, to show cause by written or oral representation why hq 
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should not be required to make good the loss, be surcharged with 
the value of such property or the amount of such money by die 
Deputy Commissioner, or, if the Deputy Commissioner is a 
member of the municipal committee, by the Commissionor, and 
if the amount is not paid within fourteen days from the expiry 
of the period of appeal prescribed by sub-section (2) the 
Collector at the request of the Deputy Commissioner or Com¬ 
missioner, as the case may be, shall proceed forthwith to recover 
the amount as if it were am arrear of land revenue, and have 
it credited to the municipal fund. 

(2) The person against whom an order under clause (1) 
is made may, within thirty days of the notification of such order, 
appeal to the Commissioner from the order of the Deputy 
Commissioner, or, if the order has been passed by the Commis¬ 
sioner, to the local Government, who shall appoint an officer 
to hear the appeal; and the appellate authority shall have the 
power of confirming, modifying or disallowing the surcharge: 

Provided that no person shall under this section be called 
upon to show cause after the expiry of a period of four years 
from the occurrence of such loss, waste or misapplication or 
after the expiry of one year from the time of his ceasing to be 
a member. 

Provided further that nothing in this section shall be 
deemed to debar the aggrieved party from seeking a remedy 
in a civil court against an order made under clause (1). 

Notes. 

S. 39 of the old Act. 

Recent changes.— The present S. 50 h.is been inserted by 
S. 23 of the Pun.iab Amendment Act, JTl of l!)33. 

Analogous Lazi'i — i S. 400 & Sch. V, Part 111, Rules 

S. 50 (2), Bengal District 21-22, Madras (;itv Municipal 

Municipal Act, 1884. ; Act, 1919. 

S. 104, Bengal Municiijal Act, ] S. 352, Schedule IV, Part II, 
XV of 1922. Rules 58-02, Madras District 

S. 53, Behar and Orissa Muntci- Mnnicii>al Act, V of 1920. 

pal Boroughs Act, 1922. S. 78, Rangoon Oity .Municipal 

S. 5.3, Bombay Municipal Act, 1922. 

Boroughs Act. 1925. S. 81, United Provinces Munici- 

S. 42, Bombay District Munici- IKvlities Act, 1916. 

pal Act, III of 1901. S. 59, Punjab District Board 

S. 43, Burma Municipal Act, 111 Act, 1883. 

of 1898. English Law :— 

S. 33, Cantonment Act, 11 of S.s. 190, 247 (7), 265 (2), 

1924. Public Health Act, 1875. 

S 49, Central Provinces Munici- ,SVe 5>s. 2 and 3 of the Audit 
pal Act, II of 1922. | (fjocal Authorities Act, 1927). 
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S. 50 of Act III of l9ll which has been replaced was as 
follows;— 

50. Every person shall be liable for the loss, waste 
or misapplication of any money or other property belonging 
to a committee, if such loss, waste or misapplication is a 
direct consequence of his neglect or misconduct while a 
member of the committee; and a suit for compensation for 
the same may be instituted against him by the committee 
with the sanction of the commissioner, or by the Secretary 
of State for India in Council, in such court as the local 
Government may direct. 

Audit. —The audit of municipal accounts is provided in 
the Account (/ode and the municipal accounts arc subject to 
periodical audit un<ler the rules prescribed under the 
Account Code. The right of disallowance and surcharge 
now introduced under the provisions of S. .50, is based on 
similar provisions in the Madras City Municipal Act. In 
England the auditors had this right {vide S. 247 (7) of 
Public Health Act and Ss. 1-3 of the Audit (Ijocal Authori¬ 
ties) Act, 1927] and by the exercise of this right the 
municipal fund and property are protected. Similar provi- 
si<^ns are found in tlie Madras City Municipal Act, IV of 
1919, Schedule V, Part III, Rules 21-23, and in Madras 
District Municipal Act, V of 1920, Schedule JV, Part II, 
Rules 58—62. 

Personal liability of municipal commissioners. —Under 
Bengal Act, HI of 1864, the personal liability of the muni¬ 
cipal commissit>ners was considered, and it was held that 
municipal comn\issioners and their servants incur no 
personal responsibility for what they do so long as they act 
in the lint' of their duty. But if they do or order to be done 
that w^hich is not within the scope of their authority, or if 
they are guilty of negligence or misconduct in doing that 
which tliey are empt)\vcred to do, then they render them¬ 
selves personally liable to an action. There is no special 
law extending to members of municipalities, which protects 
them so long as they act bona fiJe. 24 W. R. 2S7. 

Misapplication. -Where the Secretary of State for India 
in Council sued to recover three sums alleged to have been 
misappropriated bv defendant No. 1, the secretary, and the 
defendant No. 2, the accountant, through the gross negli¬ 
gence of the defendants Nos. 3 to 12, the municipal commis¬ 
sioners of a certain municipality: Held, that the section was 
applicable to the ease and that the commissioners were 
liable although the misapplication had been made by some 
one else. 
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The word ** misapplication according to the context 
indicates that it is employed rather in the broad and popular 
sense than in the narrow etymological sense. There is no 
requirement that the misapplication must be by the commis¬ 
sioners themselves or by any specified persons whosoever. 
The scope of the section extends to a misappropriation of 
municipal funds by a municipal employee provided only 
that the misappropriation was facilitated by gross neglect 
of their duties by the commissioners. 

Any diversion of funds, however caused, from their 
proper purposes would be covered by the wide term 
“ misapplication ” and it is in that wide sense that the term 
is used in S. 42 of Bombay Act corresponding to S. 50 of 
Punjab Act. It has not been restricted to a misapplication 
to which a member shall have been a party but has been 
applied expressly to misapplication which has happened 
through or facilitated by the neglect of the members, 40 
Bom. 166; 33 1. C. 428. 

Disregard of directions due to over-confidence in the honesty 
or others amounts to negligence. —Where it can be shown that 
a loss sustained by the principal is directly traceable to dis¬ 
regard on the part of the agent of the directions issued to 
him regarding the conduct of business, even though such 
regard may have been due to nothing worse than negligence 
or over-confidence in the honesty of others, such misconduct 
on the part of an agent is clearly actionable. 46 All. 175; 1924 
All. 467. 

Limitation. A suit by municipality against its executive 
officer for loss sustained by it owdng to disregard of direc¬ 
tions amounting to negligence or over-confidence in the 
honesty of others is governed by § 90 of the Limitation Act. 
46 All. 175; 1924 All. 467; 80 1. C. 241. 

Where during the tenure of office by the chairman of 
a municipal committee the manager embezzled certain moneys 
and the council after two years sued the chairman to recover 
the amount lost by reason of such embezzlement on the ground 
that he was liable as its agent, held that the relation of 
agent and principal did not exist betw^een the chairman and 
council and that the suit was barred. 22 Mad. 342. 

Right of Suit. — A municipality can itself sue for misappli¬ 
cation of its money. S. 42 of the Bombay District Municipal 
Act does not deprive the municipality of the right which it 
possesses under the ordinary law of suing any person whether 
or not he be a councillor, who appropriates the iriunicipal 
property. S. 42 gives power to the Government to take action 
in cases in which the municipality neglects to do so. Cf. 1932 
Bom. 562; 56 Bom. 448,140 I. C. 213. 
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Dkailowanee and Surcharge. —The right of disallowance 
and surcharge is a very valuable right which the auditors 
possess for the protection of the municipal fund. Though 
Ihe councillors of a corporation are trustees for the rate¬ 
payers, and though they are legally liable for the loss, waste 
or misapplication of any money or other property owned by 
or vested in the corporation, and though the officers and 
servants of a corporation are bound to protect its interests, 
they are not usually so careful and prudent in the manage¬ 
ment of the affairs of the corporation as they would be in 
the management of their own affairs. 

Duties of Auditors. —The duties of an auditor are not con¬ 
fined to seeing that there are vouchers for the payments made. 
As Lord Chief Justice Russell said (in Thomas v. Devonport 
Corporation [It’OO] 3 Q. B. 16 at p. 21.), “I do not subserilje 
to the doctrine that his sole duty is to see whether there are 
vouchers, apparently formal and regular justifying each of 
the items in resjwct t)f which the authority seeks to get credit 
upon the accounts put before the auditors fox- audit. 1 think 
that is an incomplete and imperfect view of tlie duties of the 
auditoi'S. J think an auditor is not only entitled, but justi¬ 
fied and bound to go further than that, and by fair and 
reasonable examination oi‘ the vouchers to see that ther*e are 
not amongst the payments so made jxayments which are not 
authorised by the duty of the authority or in any other way 
illegal or improper. If he discovers that any such improper 
or illegal payments appear to have been made, his duty will 
certainly to make it public by report to the authority itself, 
and the burgesses who create that authority.” The auditor 
is given the power of summoning documents rexjuired by him 
and when so sumnxoned, documents cannot be refused to be 
showm to him on the ground that they are not relevant or 
relate to other matters. 

The auditor is entitled to judge for himself: {Williams 
v. Manchester Corporation, [1897] 40 W. R. 412, 13 T. L. R. 
299). It is obligatory upon an auditor to disallow every 
item of account contrary to law, and surcharge the same on 
the person making or authorising the making of the illegal 
payment, and to cliarge against any person resjptinsible, the 
amount of any deficiency or loss incurred by his negligence 
or misconduct, or of any sum for which he is accountable and 
which he has not brought into account. The auditor must 
determine the legality of any expenditure and has no power 
to refrain from disallowing a payment wffiich is illegal: 
{Barton V. Piugot, [1875] L. R. 10 Q. B. 86, 39 J. P. 454). 
Where excessive payments are made to the servants of the 
corporation, the auditor is entitled to surcliarge: {Rex. v. 
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Roberts ex-partc Scurr dknA others [1924] 88 J. P, 21). A 
civil court has also jiirisdiction to make a declaration that 
a payment has been unlawfully made and ought to be dis¬ 
allowed by the auditor. {See Attorney-General v. Merthyr Tydfil 
Union, [1900] 1 Ch. 516, 64 J. P.276.) 

A disallowance must be made at tlie time of audit; it 
cannot be made after the audit has been closed, as the auditor 
has no power to reopen an audit. This does not mean that 
the auditor should sign the order of surcharge at a sessions 
of the audit; but it may be done afterwards; {Rex. v. Local 
Government Board, [1909] 7-1 J. P. 786 - 100 L. T. 434). The 
certificate should state the amount due, the name or names 
and a sufficient description of the person or persons against 
whom it is made, and the grf)unds of decision. Ther*e is no 
power to surcharge a person md, having a direct and 
immediate control over the funds out of wliich the illegal 
payment is made : It. v. Calvert [i8.'}S] 2 Ir. H. 266). A 

treasurer, for instance, cannot be surcharged, because an 
amount which he pai<l in pursuance of an order of the 
local authority turns out to have been an illegal payment. 
The ordinary practice is to surcharge one or more of the 
persons who sign the cheque. It is open to the auditor, how- 
ev^’er, to surcharge any person who votes for, or otherwise 
concurs in, the payment. Aiyangar’s “ Municipal Corpora¬ 
tion, ” pp. 230-231. 

The following extract from Lumley’s “ Public Health,’' 
10th Edition, is given for the guidance of local authorities:— 

As to the duty of an auditor in disallowing illegal 
payments, sec Barton v. Pi(i<jott (1874), Ij. R. 10 Q. B. 86; 39 
J. P. 454, from which it appears that he has no discretion as 
to disallowing a payment which is illegal. See, however, the 
Local Authorities (Expenses) Act, 1887, which provides that 
payments made by an authority shall not be disallowed if 
they have been sanctioned by the Tjoeal (lovernment Board 
(now Ministry of Health). 

In an Irish ease it was held that there is no power to 
surcharge a person not having a direct and immediate control 
over the funds out of which the illegal payment is made, and 
that therefore a surveyor could not be surcharged for giving 
a certificate without AYhich an illegal payment to a contrac¬ 
tor could not have been made : (R. O’Leary v. Calvert, [1898] 
2 I. R. 266). In R. w Carson Roberts (1908) I. 1 K. B. 407; 72 
,T. P. 81, where it was held that for a council to accept a 
tender which is not the lowest is not of itself evidence of 
negligence or misconduct, Cozens Hardy, M. B., and Parwell, 
L. J., expressed the opinion that an auditor is authorized 
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and required by sub-S. 7, of S. 247, Act 1875, to decide 
whether any member or officer of the council has been guilty 
of negligence or misconduct in relation to the accounts where¬ 
by loss has been rxicasioncd h") the council, and to assess the 
amount of the loss. Fletcher Moulton, L. ,1., however, cx)n- 
sidered that the jjowers and duties of the auditor are strict¬ 
ly confined to auditing and that the words “ person account¬ 
ing’^ in the latter part of the sub-section (which requires the 
auditor to “ charge against any person accounting the j 
amount of any deliciency or loss incurred by the negligence 
or misconduct of that person”) mean the person who brings 
in accounts for audit, and that therefore* w’hcn the accounts 
submitted are those of the council tlie, persim accounting is 
the council, and the auditor has no power to inquire into the 
negligence or misconduct of the individual members or 
servants of the council. 

A-failure to n-iaUe and collect sufficient rates under S. 12 
of the K. and V.A., 1925, wdiich renders it necessary for the 
power of borrowing from the treasurer under snh-S. 2, ibid., 
to be exercised or which entails the expenditure for current 
purposes of nu'uey raise«l but not at present required for 
other purposes, will render, if tht* faihjre is wilful, the 
persons responsilile to be surcharged in respect of the loss of 
interest where the; l)orrowed money should have been earn¬ 
ing such interest. 

Where a local authority made payments to its employees 
which in the opinion of the auditor were, having regard to 
market wages, so unreasonable as to amount to gratuities 
in addition to wages, and sn<‘h excess was surcharged by the 
auditor, the coui*t upheld the surcharge {Roberts v. Hopzvood 
[1925] A. C. 578; Roberts v, Ciinmiu/bam [1925] 90 J. P. 32; 
134 li. T. H. 421; R. W Roberts, cx-paric Woolwich B. C. 
[19261,90.1. P.107; 24 h. G. R. 517). 

In determining what are reasonable wages local authori¬ 
ties must have regard to existing labour conditions. A sum 
paid in wages in excess of a reasonable sum may be sur¬ 
charged under 8. 247 (7) as an unlaw^ful payment {Roberts v. 
Hopwood, [1925] A. C. 578; 89 .1. P. 105). In that case Ijord 
Wrenbury said at p. 612, “ Wages in a particular service are 
such sun/as a reasonable person guiding himself by an in¬ 
vestigation of the current rate in fact found to be paid in the 
particular industry, and acting upon the principle that 
efficient service is better commanded by paying an efficient 
wage, would find to be the proper sum. The figure to be 
sought is not the lowest figure at which the service could he 
obtained, nor is it the highest figure w^hich a generous 
employer might, upon grounds of philanthropy or generosity 
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pay out of his own pocket. It is a figure which is not to be 
based upon or increased by motives of philanthropy nor even 
of generosity stripped of C/ommercial considerations. It is 
such figure ^ is the reasonable pecuniary equivalent of Oie 
service rendered. Anything lieyond this is not wages. It is 
an addition to wages and is a gratuity. The authority is to 
pay not such sum but such wages as they think fit. And 
with regard to the expenditure of public funds Lord Atkin¬ 
son said at p. 595, “■ A body charged Avith the adminstration 
for definite purposes of funds contributed in whole or in 
part by persons other than the memixirs of that body, owes, 
in my view, a duty to these latter ))Crsons to conduct that 
administration in a fairly business-like manner with reason¬ 
able care, skill, and caution, and with a due and alert regard 
to the interest of those contributors who are not members 
of the body. Towards these latter persons the body stands 
somewhat in the position of trustees or managers of the 
property of others; this duty is I think a legal duty as well 
as a moral one, and acts di>ne in flagrant violation of it 
should, in my view, be properly held to have been done 
‘ contrarv to law”’ within the meaning of sub-S. 7, of S. 247 
of the Public Health Act, 1875.’’ 

An Irish rural council had erected lalx)urers’ cottages by 
means of a loan. I’art of the district was creat(*d an urban 
district, and the ‘ ad.iust.ment ’ award directed the cottages 
and future liability for the loan to be transferred to the 
urban council. The rural council's solicitor delayed making 
arrangements for the formal transfer, and in the interval 
that council paid olT further instalments of the loan. The 
auditor having surcharged the councillors signing the cheques, 
the court reversed his decision, on the ground that the pay¬ 
ments w’ere not ** unfounded ” or ‘‘ illegal.” 

The court refused to decide whether in such a case the 
auditor had power to hold that the council or its members 
were or w^ere not guilty of negligence as accounting persons. 
He had at anv rate not so found {R. v. Browne^ [I9u9j 2 1. R. 
333). 

The persons signing or countersigning the cheque are 
the persons “ making ” the payment (Lanark County Auditor 
V. Lambie [l905], 7 F. 1049); but in England any member who 
“authorises ” an illegal payment is also liable to be sur¬ 
charged, and the ordinary practice is for the auditor to sur¬ 
charge one or more of the persons who sign the cheque. It 
is open to him, hoAvever, to surcharge any person who votes 
for or otherwise concurs in the payment. In Roberts v. Hop- 
%vood, supra, the surcharge w’as originally made iqx)n all the 
members of the council, but upon the hearing of the rule nisi 
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in the divisional court, was abandoned against four members 
who bad not voted for the increase in wages {see per Sankey, 
J,, [19243 1. K. B- 514, at p. 250, sub nom R, v. Roberts, 
ex-parte Scurr.) Cf. R. V. Fermanagh, JJ., (19101, 44 Ir. L. 
T. 888. 

If an auditor disallows items of account and surcharges 
them on the person making or authorising the payment the 
court has power to review his decision, not only if it is 
erroneous in point of law, but also if it is wrong on the 
merits, (R, v. Haslehurst [18873, 51 J, P. 645 : R. O'Leary v. 
Calvert, [1898] 2 I. R. 26G; R. v. More L’Ferrall,' [1903] 2 I. R 
141; R> v. Carson-Roberts.) See Lumley's “ Public Health ” 
10th Edition, pp. 543—545 and p. 475. 

Misconduct and negliirence. —Misconduct and negligence 
can take various forms. Where municipal property is leased 
at concession rate owdng to the misconduct or negligence or 
favour of any member, that member can be surcharged for 
the rent lost to the committee. Similarly where contracts are 
given at rates higher than prevailing rates or when the work 
could have been done at rates l«ss than allowed by the com¬ 
mittees the members or servants responsible for such loss 
will be surcharged, and the amount spent in excess will be 
disallowed. 

All misapplications of municipal funds {see Notes under 
Ss. 51 and 52) wdll have to be disallowed ana will have to be 
surcharged to members or olficers responsible for such mis¬ 
application. 

Extraordinary audit illegal. — Where an audit in pursuance 
of which a surcharged certificate is made on a defaulter is not 
one contemplated by the rules in Seh. 4, and consequently 
both the audit and Ihe surcharge certificate are ultra vires 
a suit by the defaulter for an injunction restraining the 
municipaiity from recovering the surcharge from him is 
competent and is not a(T(‘cted by the remedies provided by 
those rules even if those remedies be held to be substituted 
for the ordinary remedy by suit in eases governed by the 
rules. 

The mere fact that the defaulter appeals to the Govern¬ 
ment against surcharge, and that the Gvwernment reduces 
the amount of surcharge does not bind him by an election 
to submit to an illegality and estop him from seeking justice 
in the court to the extent to which the surcharge is con¬ 
firmed. 1932 Mad. 90. 

Rules 5G to 58 as regards the auditing of accounts in 
ihe District Municipalities Act provide for one recurring 
audit only as the result of 'which defaulters can be charged 
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or surcharged and do not provide for extraordinary audit 
or reopening of audits when once they have been closed 
and such audits and the surcharge certificate granted in 
pursuance thereof are without any legal validity whatso¬ 
ever. (English law discussed.) 1932 Mad. 90; 135 I. C. 
452, 55 Mad. 298. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Municipai. Flnu and PIKiPEHTY. 

51. There shall be formed for each munic pality a muni¬ 
cipal fond, and there shall be placed to the credit thereof — 

(a) all sums received by, or on behalf of, the committee 
under this Act or otherwise; and 

{b) the balance (if any) standing at the credit of the 
municipal fund of the municipality at the commence¬ 
ment of this Act. 

Notes. 

S. 71 of the old Act. 

Recent changes.— Cl. (r) has been converted into Cl. (i>) 
while Cl. (^) has been entirely omitted by S. 24 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act, 111 of 1933. 

The clause omitted read as follows:—All fines realized in 
cases in which prosecution for odences committed within the 
municipality are instituted under this Act or bye laws made 
thereunder or under S. 34 of Police Act, 1861, or under the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1890, or under 
Hackney Carriages Act, 1879 or the rules made thereunder 
or under any other Act or rules made under it, in which 
provision is made for credit of such fines to municipal fund. 

Analogous Law: — S. lOG, Caiitonmpnt Act, 11 of 

S. 07, Bengal District Municijtal 1!)24. 

Act, 1884. S. (11, Central Provinces Mnnici- 

S. 105, Bengal Municijal Act, ' pal Act, 11 of 1922. 

XV of 1932. I S. 139, Madnis City Municipal 

S. 65, Beliar and Oriss;i Mnnici- i ^^et. 1919. 

pa! Act, 1922. S. 119, Madras District Munici- 

S. 65, iiombay Municipal pal Act, V of 1920. 

Boroiiglis Act, 1925. , S. 61, Jlangoon City Municipal 

S. 5l, Bombay District Munici- ! Act, 1922. 

pal Act, III of 1901. ! S. 114, United Pnwinces Munici- 

S. Ill, Bombay (Jity Municiial palities Act, 1916. 

Act, III of 1888. S. 35, Punjab District Board 

S. 71, Burma Munici [Kil Act, 111 Act, 1883. 

of 1898. ' English Law: — 

Ss. 80 & 81, {/alcutta Oily Muni , S. 139, Municipal Corporation 
cipal Act, in of 1923. i Act, 1882. 
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Mmpplication of miwcipal fonds.— >An action may be 
maintained against a municipal corporation upon a contract 
under its corporate seal, and judgment may be recovered 
against the corporation, even although there may be no funds 
or other property available to satisfy the judgment {PalUster 
V. Mayor of Gravesend [1850], i) C. B. 774; Payne v. Mayor of 
Brecon [1858], 27 L. ,J. Ex. 495; Lewis V. Mayor of Roches¬ 
ter [18(;01,9 C. B. [N. S.] 401 ; Bugh V. Martin [1864], 33 L. 

J. Ex. 17; and Bindley, L. J. in Att.-Gen. v. Mayor of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne [1889], 23 Q. B. 4921 ) 

Since 1835, municipal corporations in England have been 
in the position of trustees of their corporate property and 
funds {see Arnolds V. Gravesend Corporation [1856], 25 L. J, 

Ch. 776), and may l)e restrained by injunction from misapply¬ 
ing them (see Att.-Gen. v. Aspinall [1838], 2 M. & C 406). 

The same principle applies to other funds obtained under the 

£ 'revisions of oth(‘r Acts of Parliament for purposes defined 
y those Acts (Bindley, 0. .B, in Att.-Gen V Mayor of New¬ 
castle-upon-Tyne, supra). As to the individual liability of 
councillors who assent to a misapplication, see Att.-Gen. v. 
Compton (1842) T. Y. & C. C. C. ill .dtt.-Gen. V. Belfast 
Corporation (1855) 4 Ir. Ch. 119. 

It has been decided that misapplication means expen¬ 
diture ultra vires. Tho w’ord is used in its natural and 
grammatical, and not in any technical, sense, and does not 
mean the mere non-compliance with the technical require¬ 
ment of a statute; nor docs it include the payment for neces¬ 
sary, ust'ful, and desirable work done within the powers of 
the corporation at reasonable prices (/?. v Norwich Corpora¬ 
tion [1882], 46 J. P. 308). In R. v. Brest (1851), 16 Q. B. 32, 
the court refused to disallow a payment not legally enforce¬ 
able by reason of the absence of a sealed contract. 

An excessive payment is illegal, although there may be 
no illegality in the ol)ject of the payment(/?oj(?r^v v. Hopwood, 

[1925] A- 0, 578). See also R. v. Poplar Borough Council 
(1922) 1 K. B. 95 and Roberts v. Battersea Borough Council 
(1914) 110 Tj. T. 566. An application to quash an order for 
an illegal payment must, bo granted notwithstanding that the 
same payment might have been made in a legal form {R. v. 
Ramsgate Corporation [1889], 23 Q. B. D. 66.) 

For further notes see Notes under S. 52. 

52. (1) The committee shall set apart and apply oat of Applies 

the municipal fund:— 

(a) first, such sum as may be required for the paymmit of 
any amounts falling due oa any loan legally cmitract- 
ed by it$ 
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C&) seemMlIyt anch snm as Ae committee may Iw required 
by tbe local Government to contribute tovmrds Ae 
cost of such local Self-Government Board or Inspec¬ 
torate as the local Government may establish, for the 
purpose of advising, assisting, and supervising Ae woA 
of Municipal Committees and oAer local bodies: 

Provided Aat such sum shall not exceed an amount equal 
to one per cent, oi the income for Ae financial year 
preceding the year, in which the committee is called 
upon to make the contribution. 

(e*) Airdly, such sum as may be required to meet the 
charges of its own establishment, including such sub¬ 
scriptions and contrAutions as are refenred to in 
Sections 43 and 44, and such sum as may be required 
for the maintenance of a police establishment under 
Chapter VI; 

(d) fourthly, such sum as may be required to pay the ex* 
poises incurred in auditing the accounts of the com¬ 
mittee, and such portion of the cost of any public ex¬ 
penditure by the Government of India or the local 
Government as may be held by the local Govern¬ 
ment to be equitably payable by the committee in 
return for services rendered to it; 

(r) fifthly, such sum as the committee may be required 
by Ae local Government to contribute towards the 
maintenance of pauper lunatics or pauper lepers sent 
from any place in the province to mental hospitak or 
public asylums wheAer in or outside Ae province; 

(/) sixthly, such sum as may be due to Government in 
respect of the cost of maintenance by Government, on 
behalf of the committee, of waterworks, drainage, 
sewage or other works. 

(2) Subject to the charges specified in sub-section (1) 
and to such rules as the local Government may make with 
reject to Ae priority to be given to the several duties of Ae 
committee, Ae municipal fund shall be applicable to the pay¬ 
ment, in whole or in part, of the chsurges, and expenses inciden¬ 
tal to the following matters wiAin the municipality, and with 
Ae sanction of the Commissioner outside the municipality, 
namely:— 

(a) Ae construction, maintenance, improvement, cleaning 
and repsur of sJl public streets, bridges, town walls, 
tovm gates, nnbanlcments, drains, privies, latrines, 
urinals, tanln and water-courses; 
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(&) llie watoring Mtd iiffbting sudi stareeto or any of 
th«n; 

(r) the construction, establbhment and maintenance of 
schools, hospitals and dispensaries, and other institu¬ 
tions for the promotion of education or for the bene¬ 
fit of the public health, and of rest-houses, sarais, 
poor-houses, markets, encamping-grounds, pounds and 
other works of public utility, and the control and 
administration of public institutions of any of these 
descriptions; 

(d) grants-in-aid to schools, hospitals, dispensaries, poor- 
houses, leper asylums, and other educational or charit¬ 
able institutions; 

{e) the training of teachers and the establishment of 
scholarships; 

(/) the giving of relief and the establishment and mainten¬ 
ance of relief works in time of famine or scarcity; 

(r;) the supply, storage and preservation from pollution of 
water for the use of men or animals; 

(/{) the planting and preservation of trees; and the estab¬ 
lishment and maintenance of public parks and gardms; 

(i) the taking of a census, the registration of birtihs, 
marriages and deaths^ public vaccination and any 
sanitary measure; and 

(/) the holding of fairs and industrial exhibitions; 

(A') the preparation and maintenance of a record of rights 
in immoveable property; 

{/) all acts and things which are likely to promote the 
safety, health, welfare or convenience of the inhabi¬ 
tants, or expenditure whereon may be declared by 
the committee, with the sanction of the local Govern¬ 
ment, to be an appropriate charge on the mumcipal 
fund. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in the foregoing 
sub-sections of this Act no charges or expenses shall be paid 
from the municipal fund incidental to any matter which has 
been specifically declared by the local Government by general 
or special order to be a matter in regard to which no expendi¬ 
ture shall be met from the mumcipal fund. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Act and the rulm 
fiiwi bye-laws made thereunder it shall be the duty of the pre«- 
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dent and of any member presiding at any meetmg of the com¬ 
mittee or of a sub-committee to disallow the consideration or 
discussion of any matter for which provision is not made in 
Section 52 or any other section of the Act. 

Notes. 


S. 72 of the old Act. The Cl. (/. ) was newly intro¬ 
duced in the x\.ct of 1911 and by O]. (/i) the expenditure 
on maintenance of public parks and gardens was made a legi¬ 
timate expenditure. 

Recent changes. — 01s, 3 and 4 have been newdy added 
and while in 01. 1 considerable changes have been intro¬ 
duced. Oommittee will now be required to contribute to¬ 
ward the cost of local self-government board and inspec¬ 
torate to be established by the Gv>vernment under the Amend¬ 
ment newly introduced—snb-Cls. (d), (e) and (/) are new. 

Expenditure specifically declared to be not chargeable to 
municipal fund shall not be incurred. 

01. 4 prohibits discussion of matters which are not 
covered by S. 52. Discussion of political matters will thus be 
disallow'ed. 


Analogous Law : — 

Ss. 68 & 69, Di.'^trict Miini- 

cii>al Act, 1884, 

Ss. 107-109, Bengal Municipal 
Act, XV of 1932. 

Ss. 67, 68, 70, 213, 222 & 275, ! 
Behar and Ori.ssa Muiiicijnl I 
Act 1922. 

Ss. 66, 68, 70 & 71, Bombay Muni¬ 
cipal B<irough.s Act, 1925. 

Ss. 52 & 5.J-56, Bombay District 
Municipal Act, TTI of 1901. 

Ss. 63, 61,623/52 (O, 118/52 (1), = 
330-2, :V5()/2 & 454, Bombay ; 
City Municipal Act, 111 of j 
1888. 

S. 72, Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898. 

Ss. 94 (2) (6) 116, 250, 267, , 
296-7, 366, 392, 46,5 & 477 ' 
Calcutta City Municipal Act, , 
m of 1923. 


Ss. 109, I16-il7 and 117A and 
171, Cantonment Act, IT of 
1924. 

S.«. 50, 51, 52 & 63, Central Pro- 
vince.s Municipal Act, II of 
1922. 

Ss. 174, 176, 184, 198. 204, Mad- 
ra.s City Municipal Act, 1919 

Ss. 1.36-37, 14.5, 1.53, 162, 171, 
227, Madi-a-^ Di.strict Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 2.5, 26 & 62 Rangoon City 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 7, 8 & 120, United Provinces 
Municipalities Act, 1916. 

S. 20 an.l 37 of Puniali District 
Board Act, 1883. 

English Law :— 

S 140, Mxiniciiial Corporation 
Act, 1882. 


It has been decided that expenditure from municipal 
funds on (1) bands, (2) volunteer corps, and (3) the cons¬ 
truction and repair of religious edifices is not warranted. 
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Fanction*. ~ Municipal functions are either imperative 
(those imposed by statute which the committee must do) and 
discretionary (those which the committee is at liberty to 
undertake or ignore - a matter of legislative discretion and 
not subject to judicial supervision). So far as committees 
in the Punjab are concerned there were no imperative func¬ 
tions laid down by the le^slature. Under certain sections as 
amended by Act II of 1923 the Government can make the 
function obligatory. See Ss. 96 and 145 and under the recent 
Amendment Act III of 1933 the Government can make 
certain functions, e.fj. 1_’5 (4) also obligatory. 

Purposes of the Act or public purposes. — The purposes on 
which municipal funds are applicable are public purposes. The 
several matters enumerated on which municipal fund can be 
spent are public purposes or purposes of the Act, While no 
definition can he given that will exactly distinguish those 
purposes which are public from those that are private, it may 
safely be said that the purposes is public when all the inhabi¬ 
tants are interested in the work, as public schools, w'here the 
children of any inhabitant nmy attend; libraries, because for 
the education of the people, and open to all alike ; water- 
Avorks controlle<l by the municipality because every resi¬ 
dent may have water ; alms houses and insant* institutions, 
because open to all who are unfortunate enough to 
require their aid or care; likewise, hospitals for the same 
reasons; police or tire departments, as well as the 
necessary buildings to house and localise theui, lor the protec¬ 
tion and convenience of the public; courts to enforce the law; 
and so one can enumerate all the known public conveniences 
and necessities to be found in a city, country and town, but 
in all the public works or purposes it will be f(.)und that the 
municipality has the care and supervision of the same, and 
that the humblest citizen is entitled to the same enjoyment, 
or same care and protection and in the same respect, as the 
most influential. The distinguishing feature between a 
private and a public work or jnirpose is that, in the former 
ease, the supervision and gains are vested, in and received by, 
but a few of the inhabitants, and sometimes by non-residents 
of the municipality, while in a public w’ork or purpose the 
care and super\ision ax'e lodged in public offices, and the 
gains, if any, belong to the municipality, Aiyangar’s “ Law 
of Municipal Corporations,^* p. 259. 

In 1854, the East India Company granted the land in 
suit to the predeeessors-in-title of the defendant for a term of 
ninety-nine years. A proviso was inserted in the lease reserv¬ 
ing to Government the right to resume the land for “ any 
public purpose.’* In 1908, the Government wanted to resume 
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possession of the land for the purpose of providing suitable 
house aeeommodation for Government officials in Bombay: 

Held^ that the provision of suitable house accommodation 
for Government officers in Bombay was “ a public purpose ” 
within the meaning of the lease. Public purpose ” 
includes any object which secures the good of the public by 
securing the efficiency of those servants of the Crown on 
whose service the public good materially depends. 

The mere fact that the Government will charge a 
moderate rent not such rent as the letting value of the 
property will yield in the market—cannot alter the essential 
character of a building as one used for a public purpose. 

Per Batchelor, J. —The phrase “public purpose” includes 
a purpose, that is, an object or aim, in umich the general 
interest of the community, as opposed to the particular 
interest of individuals, is direetlv and vitally concerned. l2 

I. C. 871. 

Misapplication. — The municipal fund cannot be spent 
for any purpose not mentioned expressly or impliedly in 
the section. Any application to other than such purposes is 
ultra vires and may be restrained by injunction. 22 Bom. 64G. 

A corporation cannot apply the municipal fund for any 
purposes other than those specified by statute and may be 
restrained by injunction if it attempts to misapply the said 
fund. The persons ordering payment may be directed to 
pay the costs of the proceedings. The payment of money 
under contracts not legally valid is not a misapplication of 
the municipal fund. It can also spend money out of the 
municipal fund for defending itself and its property, rights 
or powers. Unles.s permitted by statute, a (iorporation 
cannot spend moneys for entertaining distinguished persons 
or others, or for purposes such as the purchase of a gold 
chain for the chairman, or for travelling expenses incurred 
by members of the Council. Unless also expressly provided 
for by statute, a municipal corporation cannot si^end its 
money for carrying on a trading business nor can it pay the 
costs incurred by its officers in action brought against them 
arising out of the discharge of their duties ; nor can it 
indemnify their officers against costs incurred in respect of 
^tion taken by them in regard to matters outside their 
jurisdiction. Tf the expenses are within the powers con¬ 
ferred upon municipal corporations by statute, their allow¬ 
ance by municipal authority is conclusive of their validity ; 
but if they are ultra viresy they are subject to challenge 
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before the eourts. Tt should, however, be observed that if 
the expenses are in the discretion of the municipality, the 
eourts will not revise the discretion horn fide exercised, 
Aiyangar’s “ Law of Municipal Corporations,’’ pp. 106-107. 

The word misapplication ” in S. 42 means the wrong 
application of funds - the use of funds for purposes outside 
the scope of the Act. The use of funds for the maintenance 
of primary schools which the Government inspectors are not 
allowed to inspect is not “ misapplication.” 1925 Bom. 278; 
27 Bom. L. R. 371, 88 I, C. 43. 

Government can prohibit, by passing special orders, the 
expenditure of municipal fund on schools of which it does 
not approve and therefore payments made by a municipal 
chairman for defraying expenses of these schools subsequent 
to an order of Government withdrawing recognition of such 
schools are illegal being made contrary to the Government's 
orders prohibiting such expenditure and the latter will be 
entitled to surcharge the amount on the person making or 
authorizing the making of such illegal payments, all auditors 
have specially been authorized to make surcharges under 
the Act. 

Government orders issued by order of the Government 
Ministry of Local Self-Government and signed by the Sec¬ 
retary to Government though required by Rule 37 to be 
issued by the Governor-in-Council are valid in view of 
S. 49 (1) of Government of India Act. 49 Mad. 49; 1926 
Mad. 297. 

When a suit was brought by a rate-payer restraining 
the committee to discuss certain political resolution as invol¬ 
ving misuse of municipal funds it was held that S. 54, Specific 
Relief Act confers jurisdiction on the Court to issue an injunc¬ 
tion not in respect of every breach of an obligation, whether 
statutory or otherwise, but only in respect of a breach of an 
obligation existing in favour of the applicant. 1932 Sindh 
287; 127 J. C. 690. 

English Law. —This section corresponds to S. 140 of the 
Municipal Corj)oration Act, 1882. There are numerous 
English authorities dealing with the legal and illegal ex¬ 
penditure of municipal funds. See Arnold on “ Municipal 
Corporation Act,” 6th Edition, pp. 101 and 103. 

**Locus standi” of tax-payers to restrain misapplication.— 

A suit to try the question whether the profx>sed expenditure 
was or was not illegal is Tiiainlainable at the instance of a 
tax-payer. 22 Bom. 616. 
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Sab-section 2 and jastification for creating nnisances.— 

(1) The committees are not justified under the sub-section 
to create nuisances to the infringement of private rights of 
other persons. Where the establishment of a slaughter¬ 
house was sought to be justitied under this section it was 
held that a municipal committee in the Punjab is not entitled 
to justify by statutory authority every nuisance committed 
in the fair and reasonable exercise of the powers conferred 
under the Act. There is a material distinction between the 
case of statutory powers given by the legislature when the 
legislature directs that a thing shall at all events be done, 
and the case of similar powers when the exercise of the 
powers at all and the time and place of the exercise are dis¬ 
cretionary When a company or public body can construct its 
works without injury to private rights, it is in general Umnd 
to do so. Further, as a rule of constructi(m of statutes those 
who seek to establish that the legislature intended to take 
aAvay the rights of private individuals lie under the burden 
of showing that such intention appears by express words or 
necessary implication. P. R. 106 of 1888. 

(2) In answer to a suit brought against the municipal 
committee of Delhi for an injunction to prevent, on the 
ground of nuisance, the use of a public latrine recently erec¬ 
ted by the committee it was pleaded that the defendants wei*e 
acting under statutory authority and that the alleged nui¬ 
sance, if any, being a necessary consequence of the ust^ of the 
powers and duties imposed on the committee by the legisla¬ 
ture, could not be restrained by injunction: 

Held that the power claimed by the committee under 
S. 68, sub-S. (2) (a) of the Punjab Municipal Act, 1884 
l=-S. 02, sub-S. (2) (a) of the present Act], did not 
exist: that, that enactment contained no express authorization 
to the defendants to construct public latrines. The section 
merely rendered it lawful for the committee to apply their 
funds towards payment, inter alia, of the charges and ex¬ 
penses incidental to the construction, maintenance, improve¬ 
ment, cleansing and repairs of latrines: it implied a 
discretionary power to construct public necessaries but it 
conferred no compulsory p(twer to acquire land for the 
purpose of erecting such buildings thereon in any specific 
locality or at any plac.e which might be deemed suitable iDy 
the committee. P. R. 103 of J899. 

Note. —Under S. 125 (4) the construction of pjiblic latrines can 
l)e made an obligatory duty. 

(3) The location of a refuse cart near a residential 
house is a nuisance. The pr(,)vision of refuse cart is essen¬ 
tial for cleansing public streets. Jt is therefore an obligatory 
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'duty, necessarily deducible from the obligatory duty of 
cleaning streets laid down upon the Karachi Municipality 
by S. 54 (1) {c) of the Bombay District Municipal Act. 

No action in tort will lie in respect of the exercise with 
judgment and caution of powers conferred by the legisla¬ 
ture. 8 I. C. 208. See, however, 59 I. C. 823 below. No 
such obligatory duty unless so enjoined is east on municipali¬ 
ties in the Punjab. 

The creation of nuisance—onus for justification. In the 

case of public corporations in which category municipal 
corporations are included, no right to create a nuisance or 
to interfere with private rights is to be assumed, and it 
must be proved that they are entitled to exemption from an 
action to restrain them. The onus is on them. In Metros 
Politan Asylum District V. Hillf 6 App. Cas. l93 (1881), Lord 
Blackburn says: “It is clear that the burden lies on those 
w’ho seek to establish that the legislature intended to take 
away the private rights of individuals to show that by express 
words or by necessary implication such an intention appears. 
The onus of proving that the creation of a nuisance will be 
the inevitable result of carrying out the direction of legisla¬ 
ture, lies upon pt'rsons seeking to justify the nuisance'* 
(per Lord Watson). Even in eases wliere the corporation 
is under in»perative duty to do a certain act a nuisance is 
not justified unless it is clear that the act is impossible with¬ 
out creating the nuivsance. The existence of provisions* for 
payment of comi^ensation is an im|K»rtant factor to be weighed 
in deciding whether the duty is imperative and justifies 
creation of nuisance. It has frequently been held that the 
absence of a provision for compensation would make it most 
difficult to establish the proposition contended for. But it has 
never been held that the presence of such a provision ipso 
facto established the intention to take away private rights. 

Where the municipal committee was under imperative 
obligation to remrjve and dispose of nightsoil, but where 
nuisance was not the necessary result of the exercise of the 
powers to remove and dispose of such nightsoil and the 
le^slature did not contemplate a nuisance as the necessary 
result of exercising these powers then the committee will be 
restrained from creating or continuing the nuisance. 59 
I. C. 823. 

If the legislature authorizes a specific act to be done 
and if the performance of that act and of every other sub¬ 
sidiary act necessary for, and incidental to, the performance 
of the main act creates nuisance or causes damage, the local 
body authorized to perform the act cannot be restrained by 

• Such as S. 224 of this Act. 
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injunction nor made liable for damages except on the ground 
of negligence. Prom this it follows that if the act can be 
performed without creating a nuisance and without causing 
injury or damage then the local body performing the act 
would be liable if the act is performed in such a manner as 
to create nuisance or cause damage. It is a matter of cons¬ 
truction of the Act, whether the legislature intended (a) 
merely to confer permissive right on the local body or (b) 
to enjoin the performance of an obligatory duty. Where in the 
performance of an act an option is given to the local body, 
e.g.f in the selection of a site or in the deciding of the necessi¬ 
ty for the performance of the act at a particular time, then 
the choice of the local body of either place or time cannot be 
questioned unless the choice has not been &o»o fide. 

On a construction of Ss. 25,* 26, and 113, Rangoon Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922 a duty is imposed on the corporation to erect 
urinals and water closets for public convenience on municipal 
lands, that the choice of the place w'here it is to be erected and 
the time when such w^ater closets and urinals at any particular 
place became necessary are left to the corporation since the 
erection of such structures is not merely a permissive act which 
it is open to the corporation to perform or not to p(‘rform, the 
principles applicable are those which apply to the carrying 
out of imperative duties imposed upon a local body. How^ever, 
the legislature obviously intended that if the acts could be 
performed without creating a nuisance they should be so 
performed but if some nuisance is inevitable then the least 
practicable amount of nuisance must lie created. In case of 
a proposed latrine by the Rangoon Municipality on a municipal 
site it would be a nuisance only if there was bad supervision 
and insufficient cleaning by the corporation and misuse by 
an ignorant public. The corporation could not be sued under 
S. 203 where it chose the site bona fide and after much con¬ 
sideration and mere amenities of property or depreciation 
of the value of property owing to loss of amenities could not 
support a claim for an injunction. J 928 Rang. 87. 

Sab>section 2, clause (a).—The improvement of streets, 
etc., that are not public is equally justified under the Act. 

It was contended that the municipal fund could not be 
utilized in the acquisition of a strip of land for the purpose 
of widening a street in order to facilitate the effective use 
or fire engines. The contention rested on the gr<iun<l tliat 
as only public streets vest in the municipality, the latter 
had no power to apply its funds to improvement of streets; 


*Cf. Ss. 52 & 125 (4) of Punjab Municipal Act. 
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Held that the acquisition of land for such a purpose was 
within the powers of the municipality as ,it was conducive 
to the promotion of public health, safety, and convenience 
and that the eivdl court had no jurisdiction to restrain the 
municipality from exercising such powers. 24 Bom. 600. 

Construction of drains and sewers. —The power to 
construct sewers and drains is incident to the ordinary 
ownership of land; but where such construction and main¬ 
tenance have become necessary or important for the welfare 
of the community, the legislature has stepped in to facilitate, 
regulate and, in many eases, to compel such construction and 
maintenance. All municipal corporations have to provide 
for carrying the water off streets and for draining houses 
and buildings within their local limits. A municipality 
has a discretion to determine whether it will construct a 
system of drains or sewers, unless the duty is expressly 
imposed by statute. \\Tiere the duty is so imposed, it is the 
duty of the municipality to cause to be made, in addition to 
the vsewers which may have become vested in it, such sewers 
as may be jiecessary for effectually draining its local area. 
It need not, however, provide for the removal of trade 
effluents: Peebles Oswaldtivistle Urban District Council, (1897) 
1 Q. B. 3S4: nor is it incumbent on a local authority to make 
sewers for the prospective development of a building estate, 
R. V. Tyitemoutfi Rural District Council, (1896) 2 Q. B. 451 
C. A., or for outlying hotises which may be reasonably 
drained into cesspools, Kinson Pottery Co. v. Poole Corporation, 
(1899) 2 Q. B. 41- Where a local authority fails to provide 
a sewage system, any person aggrieved thereby has 
remedv at law bv action or otherwise. Passmore 
Osivaldtwistle U. D. C.. (1898) A. O. 387. 

! 

It may be stated as a general rule that a raunieh.kl 
corporation is not lK)und to construct sewers and that in the 
absence of a mandahiry statute the coT ].K)ration is not liable 
in damages for wholly failing to jirovide sewerage or 
drainage. But there may be conditions under which it may 
become the diity of the mtmicipality to provide drainage with 
respect to particular parcels of land. Thus it is gcn«-rally 
the duly of the municipality to abate nuisances, and if drain¬ 
age is necesssary to that end the municipality has authority 
to provide it. Similarly its duty to keep its streets in safe 
condition re<iuires them to be drained. {See 9 R. C. L. P. 661) 
but where there is an absolute obligatic^n imposed on the local 
authority, the court will enforce it by a mandamus; and the 
method in which the duty is to be carried out is in the discre¬ 
tion of the local authority. R, v. London, C. C. 82 h, T. 306. 
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It is not bound to construct in all parts of the city at 
the same time. But it should be remembered that authority 
to construct and maintain a system of sewers and drains 
gives no right to the municipal corporation to create a nuis¬ 
ance, It is the duty of the municipal corporation not to 
create a nuisance, and when a sewer is constructed, it must be 
kept in a proper state of repair so as not to (ratise a nuisance. 

It is the duty of the municipality to construct its sewers 
so as to lx* capable of resisting all the violence of the 
weather which may be expected, though perhaps, rarely to 
occur. If, therefore, damage is causo<l by an overflow of 
its sewer, it is liable for the same if it fails to establish that 
it was nnable by reasonable means to prevent the overflow. 
City of Montreal v. IVatt and Scott [L</ 1 [19221 2 A. C. 

555^ L. S. G. G. R. See also Greenock Corporation v. Cale¬ 
donian Ry. Co. and Glasgow S. IV. Ry. Co., [19171 W. N. 262. 

Municipal corporations are invested with certain powers 
for exexiuting works connected with the system of drainage 
either within or without the local area. It is for the munici¬ 
pal corporation to determine how the work is to be construct¬ 
ed; and so long as it exorcises an honest discretion, without 
misconduct or negligence, it is not liable to have its 
judgment overruled in a court of law. Derby (Earl) v. Bury 
'improvement Commissioners, (1869) L. R. 4 Kx. 222. 

A municipal corporation may, when necessary or 
manifestly desirable, acquire land and make contratits t<3 
construct works beyond its corporate limits for the disciiarge 
^'f sewerage and drainage, for drainage, whether of surface 
\ "ater or of impurities can seldom be effectual unless connect- 
ei with running water which will remove it beyond the 
in \abited limits and in many instances running water or 
at bast a suitable stream is nett available within the city 
limits. 9 R. C. L. 622. 

Unless specially empowered, a municij)al corporation 
being a public Ixjdy with a defined .jurisdiction would not 
have any authority to do anything outside the kxial area If, 
for ihstance, it is required to acquire pro{)erty outside the 
munic'fpal local area to dispose of sewage, it should be 
strictly authorised by statute. 

During the construction or repair of sewers, the local 
authority must take proper precautions against accidents 
and cause the sewer or drain during the construction or 
repair thereof by it to be lighted and guarded during the 
night so as to prevent accidents. It may also close any 
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street daring execution by it of sewerage works and 
keep the same closed for such time as shall be necessary, 
i^^angar on Municipal Corporations in India/’ pp. 447- 

Maintenance and repair of public streets. —All public 
streets within a city being vested in the municipal corpora¬ 
tion concerned, the statute provides that all the public streets 
so vested in it shall be maintained and repaired at the 
cost of the municipal fund and empowers the corporation 
concerned to meet from the same fund the cost of all improve¬ 
ments which are necessary or expedient for the public safety 
or convenience. The duty to repair a street entails an obli¬ 
gation to keep it in such repair as to be reasonably passable 
for the ordinary traffic of the neighbourhood at all seasons 
of the year. It is the duty of the local authority to main¬ 
tain the street in a state of i*epair sufficient for the traffic 
which may reasonably be expected from time to time to pass 
along it: Sharpness Nezv Docks v. Worcester Corporation 
(19:^9), 1KB. 422. Tlie road being “very muddy” is not 
being * out of repair.” The i'suti that a street is occasionally 
rendered impassable by Hoods does not entail an obligation 
to raise its level. The mofie of repair is in the discretion 
of the local authority; and a court will not direct what 
repairs are to l)e dtine or what materials are to be used. Its 
function is onl.\ to consider result •, and not to prescribe 
methods; A, (». v. Staffordshire County Council (IJlUo) 1 (ffi. 
336. Nor will the Court interlei'e, iJ the proposed repairs 
are inira vires and the authority has bona fide decided that 
in the interest of passengers, it is desirable to carry them 
out. The. duty to repair does not include lighting: Richardson 
v. Tubbs 1847 4. C H. 304. Where the duty is general,*, e., 
to repair and maintain the court will not interfere by 
issuing a mandamus nor will it command the exeeytion of 
particular repairs. But where there is a statutory obligation 
to do w'orks specially prescinbed, the court will always inter¬ 
fere. (“ Halsbury’s Laws, ” V<d. 16, p. 139). The duty to 
maintain and repair l)cing thus imiiosed on the municipalities, 
it follows that they w'oukl lie liable for a breacli of their statu¬ 
tory duty {^Corporation of the Town of Calcutta v. Anderson^ 
[1^4] 10 Oal. 449). Where, however, obstruction is caused by 
the negligence of other persons using the street they are 
also liable for the same. Ellis v. Banyard, (1912) 28 T. L. R. 
122. R, v. Sheffield Canal Co. (1849) 13 Q. B. 9l3. 
Under the English Law generally no action for damages will 
lie against a highw'ay authority at the suit of a person who 
has sulTered injury through its neglect to repair a highw’ay 
under its charge, and in order to establish liability, it is 
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necessary to show some act amounting: to misfeasance as 
opposed to mere non-feasance. 'Irvimi Carlisle R. D. C. 
1907, 71 J. P. 21 

As observed by Banks, L. J., in Kimber v. Gas Light and 
Coke Co, (1918) 82 J. P 125, if a person creates a danger¬ 
ous condition of things in the nature of a trap, whether in 
a public highway, or on his own premises, or those of any 
other, and he sees some person who to his knowledge is un¬ 
aware of the existence of the danger lawfully about to expose 
himself, to the danger which he has created, he is under a 
duty to give such person a warning. 

As observed by A, L. Smith, L. J., in Thompson v. Mayor 
etc., of Brighton, ('1894) 1 Q. B. 33h', “It is now beyond doubt 
the law that where a person, though lawfully using a high¬ 
way, is damaged, either as regards himself, his horses or his 
carriage, merely by reason of the non-repair of a highway, 

he has no action at law for damages against any one.. 

In the year 1870, it had been held by the Court of Queen’s 
Bench in Gibson Mayor of Preston. L. 1^. Q. B, 218, that a 
local authority who were constituted surveyors of highways 
by the Public Health Act, 1848, had the same immunity from 
actions for damages as a surveyor of highways; and the 
House of Lords in Cozvley v. Kezomarket Loial Board, (1892) 
B C. 345 affirmed Gibson’s case, and (ionclusively settled that 
no action for damages will lie against any lo<tal board for 
merely allowing their highways to get out of repairs.” 

Where the pavement of a road has been properly laid 
with wood blocks in the first instance and afterwards in 
consequence of heavy rain there has t)een a bulging of the 
blocks by which an accident is caused, the only breach of 
duty which can be charged against the highway authority 
is an ordinary case of non-repair and a non-feasance, for 
whicli they cannot l>e held liable in damages for an accident 
caused by it. In view of the general use of wood pavement 
all over the country without complaint it cannot said that 
wood blocks are improfK'r material 1o use for road construc¬ 
tion. {Mold v. Croydon Corporation, [19I8] Vf. N. 194 “• 
11918] 82 J. P. 283). 

It has been accordingly held that a local authority is 
alvcays liable, in the absence of contributory negligence, to a 
passenger for injuries caused by its misfeasance, as for 
instance, when it has pulled down and failed to replace a 
fence protecting passengers from a dangerous ditch. 
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A corporation is always liable where a passenger 
sustained personal injuries from sphked guards erected 
for the protection of trees planted ' in a highway. 
{Morrison v. She-ffield Corporation, £1917] 2 K. B. 866 
C. A..; 4 L. S. G G. R, 33) ; where it has erected a fountain 
on the street and not repaired it so as to prevent stones 
falling thereform; where a hole was left in the street by 
defective execution of works; where a gravel pit in the 
pavement of a street was left open and unguarded, 
{Jones Westminster City Council, [1915] 79 J. P. JI. 112) 
where a hydrant was left unguarded {Me Kibban v. Glasgow 
Corporation, [1920] 57 S, L. R. 476) ; W’here it has erected a 
post in the middle of footpath to prevent cattle sti^ying on 
it and has allowed an adjacent street lamp to be unlighted: 
{Lumleyw, East Retford Corporation, [1891], 55 J. P. 133, 
C. A.) where its servants or other persons, e.g., a contractor, 
for whose acts it is responsible, have left heaps of stones 
or materials upon a highway without guarding or lighting 
them; {Foreman v. Canterbury Corporation, [1871] L. R. 
6 . Q. B. 214; Nelson v. Lanarkshire County Council, [1891] 19 
R. [Ct. of Sess.] 311 ; or have broken up a street for repairs 
and have not guarded or lighted it during the work 
{Pendlebury v. Greenhalgh, [1875] 1 Q. B. D. 36, C. A.) or 
have not properly restored the street afterwards {Hill v. 
Tottenham U. D.C., [1899] 79 L, T. 495, or have caused an 
accident by negligence in executing the work {Hardaker v. 
>Jdle District Council [l^96] 1 Q. B. 335); where a great 
depth of broken stone is laid over the whole width of the 
road at once and is not rolled in as soon as a short length has 
been so stoned {Torranse V. Jlford U.D.C. [1909] 73 

J. P. 225); where a hole is filled in with soft material; {Meeting 
V. St. Mary Nowington Vestry [1893] 10 T. L. R. 54); w^here 
a fence adjoining the street is damaged by raising the level 
of the road; {Rockford V. Essex County Council, [1915] 
83 Ij.J. Ch. 281); where it negligently fails to maintain in a 
proper state some appliance properly placed by it or its 
predecessors in the street, or to remedy some defective 
appliance placed there by its predecessors, as, for instance, for 
accidents caused by defective sewer gratings; {White v. Hindley 
Local Board [1875] Ij. R. 10 Q. B. 219) or by defective sewers 
caWng in and forming a hole; ( Bathurst Borough v. Maepherson 
[1879] 4 App. Cas. 256), or by placing an iron flap 
in a street to cover a water meter and allowing it to become 
dangerously slipjiery; {Blacl-morc v. Mile End Old Town 
Vestry, [1882] 9 Q. B. D. 451 C. A.): where a door opened 
outwards upon a street, and struck a foot passengt'r on his 
face while using the street, this may not be by itself evidence 
of negligence against the owmers or against the corporation. 



{$€« Evans V. Edinburgh Corporation, [15)16] 2 A, C. 45.) 
The municipality will be liable in damages only when injury 
is sustained by a person while using the highway. In Bromley 
V. Mercer (1922 1 K. B. 126) the defendants wei« .the 
owmers of a house and a yard abutting on a highwray, and 
separated therefroni by a wall which was in such a defective 
state of repair so as to constitute a public nuisance in the 
bighw’ay- The plaintiff, a child of nine years of age, who 
was visiting the tenant of the premises, while playing in the 
yard wras injured by a heavy stone whicli fell from the wall 
upon her. In an action against the owners for damages for 
the injuries so sustained, it was held that as the plaintiff was 
not using the highway w'hen the accident occurred and Avas 
not entitled to recover damages from the defendants. If a 
ctitch being out of repair is a portion of the highway, the 
doctrine of non-feasance applies, but if it is something intro¬ 
duced adjoining the highway in such a position as to cause 
damage to the highway unless it is kepi in order and forms 
no portion of the highway, the doctrine of misfeasance as 
distinguished from non-feasance w-ill be applicable. Andrews 
V. Merton and Modren, U, D. C. (I92l) 56 L. J. 406. 
Aiyangar’s “Municipal t/orporations, ” pp. 511—515. 
These piineiples were held applicable to India. Sec 41 Mad. 
538. 


Under the English law, generally no action for damages 
will lie against a highway authority at the suit of a person 
who has suffered injury through its neglect to repair a l^b- 
way under its charge; and in order to establish liability, it is 
necessary to show some act amounting to misfeasance as 
opposed to mere non-feasance. 

DiscttMuH)i of political subjects. —The main object for 
which powers of local self-government are transferred to 
municii^l corporation under this Act is that the city fathers 
should look after the health of the city and the comfort 
and W’ell-teing of its residents. But it is not correct to say 
liiat for the w'ell-being of such public subjects it may 
not, in certain instances, be necessary or in any ease 
be not proper for them to discuss political subjects or that 
the discussion of such subjects is ultra vires. 1930 Sindh 287; 
127 I. C. 690. 

Damage by trees where planting of trees obligetory.<— No 

action for damages wdll lie against a public body for mere 
non-feasance in the absence of proof of negligence or care¬ 
lessness in tiie discharge of their duties. 42 Mail. 33J ; 50 
I. C. 809 ; 36 Mad. L. J. 372. 
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If, however, the acts done by a public body are only 
permissive, the private rights of parties must be respected 
and such body is liable in damages for injuries caused to pri¬ 
vate individuals. In an action against London County 
Council the complaint was that by the neglect of the council 
to lop off branches of trees, plaintiff suffered injury. In that 
case there was no duty east upon the council to plant and 
iweserve the trees, Btiil Lord Russell of fCillowen,- C. J, 
held that because the failure tf) lop off the branches was 
only non-feasance no actum lay against County Council. 
Tregellas v. London County Council, (1898) T. L. R 55. 

In an action for an injunction against a taluk board 
directing it to lop off the branches erf* certain tree* which 
spread over the plaintiff’s land: 

IJeldy that the action could not be maintained (1) as the 
taluk board was under an obligatory duty to plant and 
preserve trees on the sides of public roads, (2) as no caapeless- 
ness or negligence in the discharge of its duties was proved 
and (3) the omission ti remove the braiiclies only amounted 
to a non-feasance for which no action lay at the instance of 
a private individual. 50 1. C. 809, 42 Mad. 3iL. 

Where a tree stands on the land of both the plaintiff 
and the defendant and is owned by the defendant who enjoys 
the fruits tliereof, the plaintiff is not entitled to remove the 
roots, stem and branches of the tree owing to the tree putt¬ 
ing its roots through his land and owing to its lM*anches 
overhanging his land. 57 1. C. 544, 44 Bom. 605. 

Clause (O.—The previous clauses enumerate all the 
several objects on which th(' municipal fund is applicable. 
This is a general clause empow'ering committees to spend the 
fund on acts and things which are likely to promote the 
safety, health, welfare, or convenience of the inhabitants. 
For expenditure not falling specifically under any of the 
above clauses, resort i.s generally had to this clause, and un¬ 
less the object is likely to promote health, safety, etc,, the 
expenditure will not be justified. I do not think the expendi¬ 
ture incurred in providing telephones to members by some of 
the municifial cninmitUies in the Punjab is a valid application 
of the mnnicijMil fuivi. In no way can it l^e claimed that the 
provision of telephones to members is likely to promote 
safety, health, welfare, or convenience, of the inhabitants. 
The expenihture is not covered by any specific clause of the 
section and unless the committee declare such eaqoeiKfiture as 
appropriate charge with the consent of the local Government 
the practice though not now followed should be regarded 
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as not ?mthorized. Under the latter portion of the clause 
the Government has in several instances declared expenditure 
on^ certain objects as appropriate charge on municipal fund. 
This is quite illegal. The power rests with the committee to 
make such declarations with the consent of the local Govern¬ 
ment. 

,53. With the sanctioii of the local Government a salary of 
saeh amount as the local Government may fix may be paid to 
the president of a committee, not being a salaried officer of 
Government, out of the municipal fund. 

Notes. 

S. 73 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law.— S. 28 of Bengal Act, III of 1884; S. 16 
of Madras Act, IV of 1884. 

municipal 54. (1) In places where there is a Government treasury or 

' sub-treasury or a bank to which the Government treasury busi¬ 

ness has been made over, the municipal fund shall be kept in 
such treasury, sub-treasury or bamk. 

(2) In places where there is no such treasury, sub-treasury 
or bank^ the municipal fund may with the previous sanction of 
the Commissioner be deposited with any banker or person acting 
as a banker who has given such security for the safe custody 
Mid repajmient on demand of the fond so deposited as the 
Commissioner may in each ease think sufficient. 


Payment of 
salary to 
president 
out of funds. 


Notes. 

Recent changes. - The sub-S. 2 was substituted by S. 26 
of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933, the effect is the 
addition of the words in italics. 


S. 74 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law: — 

S. 83, Bengal Di.strict Municipal 
Act, 1884. 

S. 106, Bengal Municipal Act, XV 
of 1932. 

S. 65, Behar and Orissa Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

S. 53, ^mbay District Municipal 
Act, mof 1901. 

S. 112, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, m of 1888. 


S. 75, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

S. 107, Cantonment Act, TI of 1924. 

S. 62, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, n of 1922. 

S. 16, Madras District Municipal 
Act, V of 1920. 

S. 115, United Provinces Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 

S. 36, Punjab District Boaid 
Act, 1883. 



Sec. 55 & 56.3 

B5. (1) A committea unth the previcms sanction of 

the Commissioner, invest any portion of its municipal fund in 
securities of the Govemnrant of India, or invest it in such otiier 
securities or place it in such otho* manner as the local Govern* 
ment may approve in this behalf and vary such investment or 
placement for others of like nature. 

(2) The income resulting from such securities or place* 
ment and proceeds of the sale of the. same shall be credited to 
the municipal fund. 

Notes. 

S. 75 of the old Act. 

The section was amended by Act II of 1923. The 
powers of committees in matters of investments have been 
extended. They will now have the power to place their 
money or deposit in approved banks with the previous 
sanction of Government. 

Analogous Law :— S. 76, Burma Municipal Act, III 

S. 8a, Benjsral District Municipal of 1898. 

Act, 1,884. Ss. 82 & 92, Calcutta City Munici- 

S. 67, Bombay Munici]Tal Borough,s pal Act III of 192'!. 

Act, 192,'>. S.'?. 66 & 67, Rangoon City Munici 

S. 03, Bombay Di.strict Munici- pal Act, 1922. 

pal Act, III of 1901. S. llO (3), U. P. Municipalities 

Ss. 114 & 122, Bombay City Muni- Act, 1916. 

cipal Act, TTI of 1888. S. 36 (2), Punjab Di.strict Board 

.\ct, 1883. 

Recent changes.— Recently by S. 27 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act III of 1933 the words “ from time to time 
have been omitted as unnecessary. A power given can be 
exercised as often as necessary. Similarly the words ** with 
the previous sanction of the Commission” in the latter portion 
of the section have been omitted as unnecessary. 

56. (1) Subject to any special reservation made or to 

any special conditions imposed by the local Government, all 
property of the nature hereinafter in this section specified and 
situated within the municipality, shall vest in and be under the 
control of the committee, and with all other property which has 
already vested or may hereafter vest in the committee, shall be 
held and applied by it for the purposes of this Act, that is to 
say:— 

(a) all public town-walls, gates, markets, slaughter-houses, 

manure and night soil depots and puUic buildings of 
ev«ry description which have been constructed or 
are maintained out of municipal fund; 

(b) all public streams, springs and works for the supply, 

storage and distribution of water for public purposes, 
and all Imdges, boildmgs, engines, materials and 


Investment 
of same. 


Propert 
\'ested i 
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rtrimi wmccted tiMmwidt or iq>pertaloiiig 6iereto 
mad also any adjacent land (not Mag privala pro- 
puty^ appertciniag to any pdUic tank or well} 

(r) alt pablic cewers and drains, and aU sewers, drahu, 
culverts and water courses in or under any public 

street, or constructed by or for the comnnttee alongside 
any public street, and all works, materials and dungs 
appertaining thereto; 

(d) all dust, dirt, dung, ashes, refuse, animal matter or 
filth or rubbish of any kind, or dead bodies of 
animals, collected by the committee from the streets, 
houses, privies, sewers, cesspools or elsewhere or 
deposited in places fixed by the committee under 
Section 154; 

ie) ad pablic lamps, lamp-posts and apparatus con¬ 
nected therewith or appertaino^ thereto; 

(/) all land or other property transferred to the com¬ 
mittee by the Government or acquired by gift, 
purchase or othn-wise for local public purposes; 

(,g) adl public streets not being hold owned by Govern¬ 
ment, and the pavements, stones and other materials 
thereof, and also trees growing on and erections, 
materials, implements md things provided for, on 
such streets. 

(2) Whore any kmnovable iwoperty is transfenod othm- 
wnw than by sale by the local Gove rn me n t to a municipal com¬ 
mittee for pubUe purposes, it shall be deeased to be a condition 
of such transfer, unless specially provided to the contrary, that 
sbcmld the property be at any time resunsed by the Govern* 
muit the compensation payable therefor shall, notwithstanding 
any Aing to the contrary in the Land Acquisition Act, 
1894, m no case exceed the amount, if any, paid to the Govern¬ 
ment for the transfer, together with the cost or the present 
value, vrliicheveF shall be less, of any buildings erected or 
other works executed on the land by the municipal committee. 

^3) The committee shall maintain a register and a map 
of aB im aa o vable property of which it is the proprietor, or 
vests in it, or which if holds in trust for the local Covemmmit. 

Notes. 

S. 76 of the old Act with slight (dianges in sub-Cl. {g). 
Cl. 2 was newly introduced by Act, III of 1 Jill. 



Sims. 




R 0 i!cnt 28 of A-tnondmont Act, HI of 1933; 

hB'B ma^6 the following cha.^ng6s: 

The words in italics in sub-Cl. (c) have been inserted 
and the word “ alongside »* after the words “watercourses 
in” has been omitted. 

«!nb.elan8e (a). The words “ open spaces ” have been 
omitted and for the word “ lands ” the word “ l^nd has 
been substituted. The words in italics have been inserted. 

Cl. 3 has been newly added. This introduces ari important 
nrovision making it obligatory on committees to maintain 
a register anJ a Lp of all iramovable property owned by it 
or which vests in it or which it holds in trust. 

Such a register and plan will be admissible in evidence 
under S. 35 of the Evidence Act. 


Analogous Low: — ' 

Ss 30, 32, 196 & 306, Bengal 
District Municipal Act, : 
1884. . . ■ 

Ss 95, & 256 Bengal MuiucifkiI 
Act, XV of 1932. 

Ss. 58 & 59, Behar and On-ssa 

Municipal Act, 1922. 

R 63, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

Ss. 50 (21& 54, Bombay District 
Municipal Act, HI of 1901. 

Ss. 89, ^9 A-D, 220 (f). 242, 
269 (1),289 (f/i & 366 (dl, 
Bombay City Municipal Act, 
ni of 1888, 

Ss. 81, Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898. 

Ss. 84, 214,248-9 & . 95, Calcutta 
Citv Municipal Act. Til of 
1923 


Ss. 108, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S. 38, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 153, 56 ( 61 , 175 (c), 199 id), 
203 (g), Madras City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1919. 

S.'S. 61 (g), 62 (r), 225 (6), 
Madras District Municipal 
Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 38 & 110, Rangoon City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

vS. 116, IT. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916 

English Law '.— 

S. 149, Public Health Act, 1875. 

Ss. 13, 64, 144 & 149, Municipal 
Corporation Act, 1882. 


or 


Municipal Committees are trustees.-- All 

held bv committees is held in trust for public 
poses or for purposes of the Act. All pro^rties of the 
Krinfinn desenbed in the section including water- 
wo^k^and lighting plants constructed and owned by a 
municirnlitv for the use of the inhabitants belo]^_ to the 

th"wSwre th&cUries." Dillon, p. 2128. 
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Vest.—In connection with streets and highways tWs word 
has attracted a great deal of judicial notice. In HjitglAiia 
there are numerous Acts corresponding to 
Acts in force in different parts of India. By 1 ublic Health 
Act, 1875, it is enacted that all streets shall vest in and be 
under the control of the urban authorities. Similar enact¬ 
ments are contained in the Metropolis Local Management Act, 
18^, and in the Local Government Act, 1888 . Pratt in his 
work on “ Highways, ” l8th Edition, pp. 60-61, says: - “ The 
elfect of these enactments is to transfei* to the urban or other 
authority ^e property in the surface of the street and in the 
zone or area of ordinary user of the street gua street, both 
above and below the surface; and to tins extent the property 
and possession are divested from the former owner. The 
urban authority have vested in them “ only the surface; and 
with the surface such right below the surface as is essential 
to the maintenance, occupation, exclusive possession of the 
street and the making and maintaining the street for the use 
of the public. It seems to me that the vesting of the streets 
vests in the authority such property, and such property only, 
as is necessary for the control, protection and maintenance 
of the street as a highway for public use. It is intelligible 
enough that Parliament should have vested the street gua 
street, and, indeed, so much of the actual soil of the street 
as might li necessary for the purpose of preserving and 
maintaining and using it as a street.’* With regard to 
the air above the ‘ street *, the board of works have 
not any proprietary interest above the ‘ street ’, except 
what is necessary to protect the street and the trailie 
from interruption or danger, or to enable them to exercise 
their powers in the ‘ street That which is vested in the 
local authority is what is called the area of user. All the 
stratum of air above the surface, and soil Ivelow the surface 
which in any reasonable sense can be required for the 
purposes of the street as street, vest in and belong to the 
locfd authority. 

What is vested in them is the property in the street, not 
a mere easement, alth^mgh the soil or land is not vested in 
them as the owners. 

The county council or other authority have, therefore, 
such a property in the surfa^to as enables them to demise the 
right of pasturage thereon, or to grant a license t<v a gas 
company to open the surface for the purpose of laying down 
their pipes, or to prevent a tramway company laying elec- 
trie feeders under the footways of the streets without 
statutory authority. In the Metrojxdis, the borough 
councils have vested in them the subsoil of the street ip 
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which they may construct underground lavatories. But out¬ 
side the Metropolis local authorities have not vested in them 
the suteoil of the street to such a depth as to enable them 
to construct lavatories under the street, unless they have 
the power to do so given by S. 47 of the Public Health 
Act, 1907, nor have they any power to grant a license to 
lay pipes used for trading purposes by traders. They do not 
acquire any right to minerals below the street, nor can they, 
as statutory owners of the soil, complain of the erection 
of a telephone wire or an electric lighting w ire across' the 
street at a great height, and causing no appreciable danger 
to the public or obstruction to the trallic in the street, nor 
after a wire is laid in the street can they obtain a mandatory 
injunction to remove the wire, nor without statutory 
authority can they break open any street outside the district 
for the purpose of laying or repairing w'ater pipes.” Pratt 
on “ Highways,” 18th Edition, pp. 60—62. 

The above interpretation has l)een follow'ed in India. 
The leading case on the subject is reported in 25 Mad. 635 
where the subject is fully disc.usscd and wi»ere after referr¬ 
ing to all the English and Indian authorities it was laid 
dowjj that ** vesti ng o f ,streets docs not transfer to the 
municipal..authorT{y the rights of the owner in the site or 
soil (Won' which the street exists. It does not own the soil 
From the ee,ptt* 6 qf ihc niirih usque ad coeluni but it has 
ex^usiyt\.af3It-tO-,man _ and control the surface of the 
sod and sv) much of the soil Ixdow and of the space above 
tFie ” surface js necessary yto ' enable it to adequately 
main{ain,i]hh street as a street, and it has also a certaip 
property in the soil of the street w'hich will enable it as 
owner'toTlring a possessory action against trespassers.” 

In 17 I. C. 158, it was remarked: The streets and drains 
therein in municipal towns are vested in the municipalities by ; 
Uovernment for purposes for which they are constituted. | 
I’heir right is iu)t a mere right of easement but a special kind | 
of property in the site previously unknown to the law, but I 
created by statute. See als<.> 12 Bom. 490. * 

With regard to this view of the law Sadasiva Aiyar, 
J., remarked in 2d Mad. L. ,1. 479 as follows:—“ With the 
greatest deference, 1 might be permitted to express some 
regret that the complications knowm to English Law W’ere 
thus introduced into this Presidency throughout the judg¬ 
ment of Bashyam lyangar, J. The result has been, as pointed 
out ^ that very learned judge himself, that there sprang 
up a sort of divided ownersmp between munidpal council 
and the Secretary of State, that there has been introduced 
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different periods of limitation as against the municipal 

council and as against the Secretary of State_However, 

it is probably now too late to go back on these distinctions 
which were based upon the view of the English and Scotch 
Law that the site of public highways is presumed to be in 
the conterminous proprietors and that they merely allow the 
public to impose a servitude upon the highway—a view 
which need have no place in a country where porambakes, 
streets, streams, water, etc., almost invariably belong to 
Government till a private person is able to acquire a title 
by grant or prescription,” 23 Mad. L. J. 479; 17 I. C. 158. 

See also Lumley’s “ Public Health,” pp. 292—295. 

Vesting and belonging. —The words '' vesting and belong¬ 
ing to " as applied to public ways which are vested in the 
municipalities clearly relates only to the streets, ways and 
passages or whatever else they may be which belong to the 
public. 

I In the ease of a public way it is the surface and not the 
;; soil which constitutes the street, it is the surface along 
’ which the public has the right to pass an 1 it is the surface 
• for purpose of lawful passage which defines the public right 
and therefore when the words “ belonging to ” are used in 
the section the legislature did not intend to vest in the 
t municipality anything more than what was necessary to con- 
: stitute the street and did not thereby deprive the owner of 
\ the land, who made the original dedication, of the soil which 
he necessarily reserved to liimself when he was content to 
dedicate the surface to the use of the public. 

' The existence of a prior dedication with regard to a 
ancient public way takes very much the nature of what is 
J called a lost grant. It is entirely different in its legal at- 
; tributes and its origin from a private way or easement which 
; may be acquired by prescription following upon continuous 
\ user. The public cannot acquire a public way by prescrip- 
i tion and where a public way is found and no traces are 
i forthcoming of its origin the law presumes a dedication or a 
I lost grant by the owner to whom the land belonged and who 
I alone could dedicate it. 

In the ease of public ways and highways the courts in 
India could apply English principles. 1924 All. 599: 46 All. 
470, 22 A. L. J. 729. 

Section 56 with condition*.— There is nothing 

in the Act itself which can remotely suggest that the muni¬ 
cipality is incompetent to enter into a binding engagement by 
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which gifts undler onditions cannot be accepted. Cf. 1924 
Cal. 101, 73 I. C. 776. 

Vesting of sewers and drains. —Similarly according to 
English authorities the word “vest” will have the same 
meaning so far as drains and sewers are conc^erned. The 
effect of the vesting clause is thus described by Jessel, M. R., 
in Taylor and Corp. of Oldham, 4 Ch. D. 395, at p. 411, “ It was 
found under the old law, and it was sometimes held, that the 

sewer authorities_had only an easement, and it was found 

to be very inconvenient, and consequently in the modern 
Acts, the property in the sewers has been vested in the sewer 
authorities. That is to say, that instead of allowing the sub¬ 
soil to remain in the owner of the soil sub.iect to an ease¬ 
ment or right of stnverge or drainage, the absolute property 
in the sewer (which means not merely the brick barrel 
or whatever it, may be, forming the sewer, but the 
whole interior of the sewer, that is, the whole of the 
spaAte occupied by it) is now vested in the sewer author¬ 
ities. And if the sewer is a large one, it amounts, in sub¬ 
stance for all useful purposes, to the whole of the subsoil; 
and that is absolutely vested in the corporation.” This is 
explained in a later case, Afi.-Cen. v. Guardians of Dorking 
Union^ 2(1 ('^h. D. 595, at p. 694 by the Master of the Rolls: 
“ The vesting of the sewers in the local authority gives them 
a very limited right of ownership. 1 am not prepared to say 
that they are in the same position as a landowner through 
whose land a sewer, an artificial work, runs. It by no means 
follows that they have the same right as he has. He can 
stop it up without asking anybody, but as £ read this Act of 
f’arliament, I am by no means prepared to say that this local 
sanitary lx)ard can stop the sewer up and thereby cause a 
most frightful nuisance to the inhabitants of the district 

whose drainage it is their business to protect and perfect_ 

The vesting is not an absolute right of ownership but a modi¬ 
fied and limited right of ownership, and it does not in my 
opinion give them a right to stop up the sewer.” 

The law relating to the vesting of sewers is thus sum¬ 
marised by MacMorran and Willis in their Treatise at page 
95:— 

(1) The local authority have more than a mere ease¬ 
ment in the sewer and the subsoil in which it lies; 

(2) They have a limited ownership in the server and 
subsoil; 

(3) Their ownership is commensurate with the rights 
and duties imposed upon them in respect of the sewer, so that 
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they have power to affect and disturb the surface and subsoil 
above and around the sewer as and when they require to deal 
with it; and this to all intents and purposes makes them al¬ 
most proprietors of so much of the soil they may from time 
to time require to disturb; and 

(4) All interest in the sewers and subsoil for the pur¬ 
pose of the sewers ceases as soon as the sewer ceases to 
exist as a means of drainage. 

Ownership of solum of streets vesting in committees.— 

The solum of roads and streets belongs to the person or 
persons who expressly dedicate or are presumed to have 
dedicated the land forming the road or street. Lord Mans¬ 
field thus states the law as to highways: “ The King has 
nothing but the passage for himself and his people; but the 
freehold and all profits belong to the owner of the soil.” 
Th ere is a general j}resumpt.ion, however, that the ow.ner of 
t^ land adjoining a street is owner'also of the sqil ..of ope- 
halFof the street, i. e., usque ad medium filitm vine. 
piece of land which adjoms a highway is conveyed by, 
general words, the presumption of law is that the soil of. tbe' 
higlnvay usque ad medium filitm passes by the conveyance,,even 
though reference is made to a plan annexed, the measnxe- 
ment and cbldirnhg of vduch would exclude iU The ppesui^- 
tion applies whether the ntad is a public or a private one. 
The presumption is e<iiially applicable to streets in a town as 
to ways in the country, and is not rebutted bv Jthe^Tacl 
that* the vendor is the ox^ner of the soil Ix^yond me mecft mtT 
filum viae; m such a case, the presumption is that thp^'PQ.Qy^- 
ance passes the soil'of the highway so far as it is vestedTin 
Ihe vendor;*. This presumption however, may be n'buttenhy 
evidence. In a suit lietween the lords of the manor and the 
Corjioration of l^eeds, it was held that the soil of Briggate, 
an ancient street in the borough of Leeds, belonged to the 
lords of the manor, there being sufiicient evidence to rebut 
the presumption of ownersliip in the owners of the ad,ioining 
llOUSes. Beckett V. Corporation op Leeds, L. K. 7 Oh. 421: 
Aiyangar’s “ Law of Municipal Clorfioration,” p. 449. 

Note. — Under the Ameiuled Piai.iah Municipal Act, after twenty- 
five years soil of the piihlic street Ixromes the ahsohite property of 
Uie municipal committee, vide S. 1G9 (y) pixiviso. 

Pretumption of ownership.—;^ highway or waste-^nd ad¬ 
joining, it must be presumed to fcTdng to the “'oW^ST oF ibe 
adjace ii i prd ]^'^y and when jl is abandoned as a road it reyejcis„ 
such own ers .loinTTy.' "The vesting of streets or ro^s in„ 
mumHpaTbodies wasJnp^ to deprive persqbLoi aJlj: 

pnvate’iupil of property tliey might ha^e iri land used as a 
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With re^rd to a street or road lying between two prO:- 
perti“e s7Tn 1 bne "abseriee oF atiy^proo f as to w Bo d edieated tEe ^ 
sfteTif sueK~s^reet~or” rdadrtne presumption Ts tfiaJ owner "^of 
eacTijprdj^HyT^alio^tl^ oWQ^ IKe*^^ and 

tnat each owner aedicaled one-jQ^lf of the site fpr the benefit 
•BfthErTmWe7'"4"trar^^^^ ' .. ..... ^ 


Poblic.— The word public in several clauses of the section 
though used in the beginning of the clause governs all the 
several things mentioned as vesting in the committee. Cf. 2 
I. C. 408. 


Sewers suid drains. These terms are not defined any¬ 
where in the Act, The ordinary meaning of sewer is an 
underground passage for draining olT water and filth. The 
word “ drain " as used in the Public Health Act evidently 
means a passage for sewage from a single house only 
which may afterwards fall into a cesspool or larger sewer. 
The word*“ sewer ” comes from the word to sew,” i.e., to 
drain and has a much more extended signification, embracing 
works on the largest scale, such as draining the fens of 
Jiincolnshire by means of canals, etc. In the common sense 
of the term it means a large and generally, though not 
alw'ays. underground passage for fluid and feculent matter 
from a house or houses to some tither locality. Hut it does 
not comprise a cesspool for the purpose of retaining the sew¬ 
age whether a.s a simple deposit or to be converted into 
manure or other useful purposes” /’cr Kidersley. V. C., in 
Sutton Norwich Corporation, ('iS.iS) 27 L. J. Oh. 739. 

Drains.— Drains on both sides of a public street into 
which the rain water falling on the street flows vest in the 
munieipalitv even though they are on private property. 55 
I. C. 493; 30 1. O. 683. 

Adverse possession over drains. —Unless the enjoyment by 
the municipality of a drain as a drain is prevented openly as 
of right there can be no advei'se possession against the muni¬ 
cipality. 55 1. O. 493 {foil. 30 I. O. 683; 4 I. C. 828 doubted^. 

S. S6 fcj.- Public drains alongside the street.—A house 
drain alongside a public street made by owner of the adjoin¬ 
ing premises to which the land covered by the drain belongs, 
for the outlet of water therefore is not excluded from opera¬ 
tion of S. 56. 6’/. 44 Cal. 689, 37 1. C. 96. 
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The legal effect of the statutory vesting of a street or a 
drain in a municipality is not to transfer to the municipality 
the ownership in the site or soil over which the street or the 
drain exists; but only the surface and so much of the air¬ 
space above and so much of the soil below the surface vest in 
and belong to the municipality as may reasonably be requir¬ 
ed for its control, protection and maintenance as a highway 
or drain for the use of the public; only to this extent, the 
owmer of the land covered by the street or drain is divested 
of his property. 

In c onstruing a n Act like the Calcutta Mnnieipal Act, 
_eourTs valT^ql^r^ume that the fhtentioh of~{h^emsIaTOrS 
^as“l6 confiscate private proj)erty and vest it in a 
lyT r ation without compensation granted to the proprieto r, but 
"me reasonable inference should be that the right..of 
owper was Intended to be abridged only to the extftnt. 
sary for the discharge of the statutory duties imposed on 
corporation for the benefit of the public. 

When a highway vests under a statute in a local autho¬ 
rity, the property of the local authority concerned <loes not 
extend further than i.s necessary for the maintenance and 
user of the highway as a highw^ay and subject to this (pialifi- 
cation the original owner’s rights and property remain and 
if the highway ceases to.be a highway, the owner becomes 
entitled to full and unabridged rights of ownership in the 
property. 

The plaintiffs’ land, covered by a drain that had vested 
in the Calcutta Corporation under S. 286 of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, having been included within the boundaries of 
the municipal land, they brought a suit for a perpetual in¬ 
junction against the corporation and for a declaration of 
their title to the land: 

Heldf that the plaintiffs were entitled not only to a 
declaration of title but also to a perpetual injunction restrain¬ 
ing the corporation and its officials and servants, from inter¬ 
fering with the exercise by the plaintiffs of their right of 
ownership in the disp\ited land, except in so far as such in¬ 
terference might reasonably be required for the control, pn*- 
tection and maintenance of the drain thereon for the use of 
the public. 44 Cal. 689. 37 J. C. 96, 21 C. W. N. 234. 

Public drains. — The words “ public drains ” are not 
confined to those drains provided and maintained by munici¬ 
pal council. They have to be understood in their ordinary 
sense; and they include a water course which has been long 
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in existence for draining away storm water. Hence where 
a person encroaches upon the limit of such water course, 
without the permission of the municipal council, the chairman 
is within his rights in removing the obstruction. 1933 Mad. 
428, 143 I. C. 99. 

Vesting of other things. -It is presumed that the con¬ 
struction of the word vest with regard to streets will hold 
good with regard to other properties as well, though it is 
doubtful whether this restricted meaning will apply to all 
properties under the section. 

Purposes of the Act. —What are the purposes of the Act 
are enumerated in S. 52. See 12 I. C. 871 noted under S. 52 
at p. 255. 

Clause {&)— **Any adjacent land appertaining to any tank’* 
etc.— These words apparently do not vest a public tank or a 
well in the committee and at first sight it would appear 
strange that the legislature should have vested the adjacent 
lands but not the tank or well itself. Tanks or wells are, 
however, works for the supply, storage etc., of water for 
public purposes and as such vest in the committee and there¬ 
fore it was only necessary to vest adjacent lands of these 
works. Comparison of analogous law of other provinces will 
show that the abf)ve interpretation is correct. (C/, S. 306, 
Bengal Act IV of 1SS4.) In 67 I. O. 890 a well sunk as a 
charitable act by a person and dedicated by him to the public 
was regarded as a public place and was held to vest in the 
committee under S. 56 (I) (b). 

Public using a well does not make it public. —In India 
ordinarily the owners of wells do not prohibit the public 
from Tising them. Tt is considered to be a meritorious act to 
allow the public to take water oven from a private well; 
therefore the mere fact that the public w^as allowed to take 
w'ater from the well and it continued to take w^ater for near¬ 
ly 30 years cannot neccjssarily lead to the conclusion that the 
well was dedicated to the public. 1924 Ijah. .511; 75 I. C. 896. 

S. 56 {d )— Misappropriation of sweepings.— The Sanitary 
Inspector, w^ell knowing the proper place for deposit, 
and taking advantage <if the fact commonly known 
that there was a war between the sAveepers and the 
municipality and that sweejAers were taking their stuff 
elsewhere, used his authority with the sweepers to deposit 
the stuff at an unauthorised place and proceeded to sell it: 
//Wd, a servant acting within the scope of his employment 
cannot in order to defraud his master, set up breach of his 
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maater*s reflations in his own favour^ and it mast be taken 
that in any case, when this nigbtsoil was deposited at an un¬ 
authorised* place, the Sanitary Inspector still held it there at 
the disposition of his employers, and to appropriate it to his 
own use would be a breach of trust. 1923 All. 480; 4a All. 
281, 76 I. C. 9ri. 

Clause (f) —Gifts and grants to and for the benefit of a 
municipality. —Gift to miinieipulities for public purposes are 
very common to Kurope and America. In this country these 
are very rare. Municipal and public corporations may be 
the objects of public and private bounty. This is reasonable 
and just. They are in law clothed with the jx)wer of indi\i- 
duality, They are placed by law under various obligations 
and duties. Burdens of a peculiar character rest upon com¬ 
pact populations residing within restricted an<i narroAV limits, 
to meet which projicrty and revenues are absolutely necessary 
and, therefore, legacies of iwrsonal property, devises of real 
property, and grants or gifts of either sfieeies of property 
directly to the corporation for its own use and benefit, 
intended to and which have the eiTect to ease it of its obliga¬ 
tions or lighten the burden of its citizens, are, in the absence 
of disabling or restraining statutes, valhl in law. Thus, a 
conveyance of land to a town or other public corporation, 
for benevolent or public purposes, as for a site for a school- 
house, city or town-house, and the like, is based upon a 
sufficient consideration, and such conveyances are liberally 
construed in support of the objects contemplated. Dillon, 
pp. 15G7-8. 

Acquisition by adverse possession.— The municipal com¬ 
mittee is not precluded from acijuiring title by adverse posses¬ 
sion under the Act. 1923 Lah. 534; 77 I. O. 509. 

Adverse possession.— The act of sweeping the land 
occasionally by the municipality cannot be said to be adverse 
posstesssion as against the real owner. I92i) Madras 235: 2 j 
M. L. W. 671; 92 1. O. IS. 

Street. —The land on either side of a road up to the 
defined boundary belongs to the municipality as such land is 
covered by the definition of a street. 

To claim sixty years’ rule of easement there must be 
Government ownership on the date when the easement is 
claimed and not at some antecedent period. 116 I. O. 806; 
1929 All. 382. 

A bye-law passed by the board and sanctioned by the 
Government signifying the intention to let out the spaces at 
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the iRdeS of roads to hawkers does not create board’s OWner- 
^ip in those sites but merely extends its power of user, the 
ownership being already created by S. 56 of the Miinidpal 
Act. Cf. 1929 All 382; 116 I. C. 806. 

Vaeiait lands la mutiieipal arias.-^ There iS a general iifi-1 
pi^Bsion in the minds of the people that all vacant lands in !• 
municipal areas not owned by particular individuals beloh^ 
to the municipality. There is no authority for the propoa- i 
tion that all lands within the limits of a municipality in 
the absence of a proof to the contrary belong to the munici¬ 
pal committee 47 T. C. 892. 

Section 56 and Section 91, Civil Procedure Code. —S. 56' 

does not impose any limitation on S. 91, Civil Procedure 
Code, so as to exclude from its scope eases in which a local 
authority such as a municipal committee and district board i 
might be regarded as competent to safeguard the interests off 
the public against acts of public nuisance created by the*^ 
obstruction of a public highway. Hence an obstruction in a ‘ 
highway can be removed at the suit of any two or more 
persons authorized under S. 91 of Civil Procedure Code.^! 
The municipal Act nowhere lays down that the committee * 
alone has the power of removing obstruction. 40 I. C. 74; 21 
C. W. N. 595. 

Trees. ~ t'rees not planted or proridM by the committee ! 
cannot vest in them ih the sense of enabling the committee to 
sell them hr make profit out of them. Municipality has, how¬ 
ever, power to remove any trees as the custodian of the 
interests of sanitation. S. 56 {g) of the Act does not ap^y 
to trChs not proride-d by a municipality itself. A municipal¬ 
ity has power to remove and plant trees because it has full 
control over the sanitation and general management of the 
municipal area but it has no power to sell or make profit out 
of trees which do not belong to it. 38 I. C. 93. 

See also Notes under S. 52. 

57. (1) The management, control and ndministration 

of every public institutiott maintafoed out of the muoidpal fund 
shaU vest in the committee. 

(2) When any public instittition has been placed uttder 
direction, management and control of the conunittee, all 
party, endowments and fund belonging thereto shall be held 
Iqr the conunittee m trust for the purposes to which such 
prityerty, eOdowtnents and funds were lawfdly applicable at 
the lilM whOn the institutiwi was so placodt 


Management 
of public 
institution. 
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Provided that the extent ol the indepmdait autiboi^ oi 
the eoaemittee in respect of any such institution may be pre> 
scribed by the local Govemmmit) 

Provided also that nothing in this section shall be held to 
prevmit die vesting of any trust property in the Treasurer of 
Charitable Endowments under the Charitable Endowments Act, 
1890. 

Notes. 

S. 77 of the old Act. Second proviso is new. 

Analogous Law :— 

S, 97, Bengal Municipal Act, XV S. 39, Central Provinces Munici- 

of 1932. pal Act, II of 1922. 

-S. 60, Behar and Orissa Munici- S. 7.3, Madra.s City Municipal 
pal Act, 1922. Act, 1919 

R. 57, Bombay District Munici- Sa. 63 & 66, Madras District 

pal Act, III of 1901. Municipal x\ct, V of 1920. 

Ss. 90 & 91, Bombay City Muni- S. 39, Rangoon City Municipal 
cipal Act, III of 1888. ; Act, 1922. 

S. 79, Burma Municipal Act, III S. 119, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

•• of 1898. 1916 

S. 116-A. Cantonment Act, 11 of S. 61, District Board Act, 1S83. 
1924. 

Powers of municipalities with regard to public institu¬ 
tions placed under their control.. See 31 Mad. 111. 

Municipal committees will have the right to institute 
suits with regard to siKth institutions. 27 I. C. 1001. 

. .. Where the management of the schools belonging to a 
society was taken aver by the municipality there is jig pre¬ 
sumption that this taking over did assign the rights and lia¬ 
bilities of the original societv to the Committee. 1925 Mad. 
943 ; 86 1, C. 509. 

of When any land, whether within or without the limits 

of a municipality, is required for the purposes of this Act, the 
local Government may at the request of the committee, pro¬ 
ceed to acquire it under the provisions of the Land Acquisition 
Act., 1894; and on payment by the committee of the compen¬ 
sation awarded under that Act, and of any other charges 
incurred in acquiring the land, the land shall vest in the com¬ 
mittee. 

Explanation.— any land is required for a new street 
or for the improvement of an existing street, tlbe committee 
bsiqripreeeed to acquire, in addition to the land to be oceiqiied 
by the street, the land necessary for the sites of buSdhigs 
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to be erectml on both sides of the street end such lend AeU be 
deemed to be required for the putposes erf this Act. 

Notes. 

S. 40 of the old Act. The Explanation is S. 85 of the 
old Act. 

Analogous Law: — 

S. 35, Bengal District Municipal ■ Ss. S'lO & 468, Calcutta City 
Act, 1884. Municipal Act, III of 1923 

S. 98, Bengal Municipal Act, XV ' S. 110, Cantonment Act, TI of 
of 1932. 1924. 

S 63, Behar and Orissa Munici- ' S. 40, Central Provinces Munici- 
fa.1 Act, 1922. i pal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 52, Bombay Municipal ' S. 76. Madras City Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 192.5. ' Act, 1919. 

S. 41, ik)mbay District Municipal t S. 67, Madras District Municipal 
Act, Til of 1901. Act, V of 1920. 

S. 91, Bombay City Municipal ' S 41, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, III of 1888. Act, 1922 

Ss. 41 & 43, Burma Municij)al S. 117, United Provinces Muni- 
Act, III of 1898. cipalities Act, 1916. 

The purposes of this Act. —The purposes are enumerated 
in S. 52 of the Act and see notes on p. 255. 

Jurisdiction of civil court.— A civil iU)urt has no | 
jurisdiction to entertain a suit for an jn.iunetion to restrain a | 
municipality from acquiring, through the medium of Govern- 5 
ment under the Land Aeciuisition Act, 1894, a piece of land | 
for purposes of widening a street. 24 Bom. 600. I 

Where a municipal committee acquired land for opening 
a street for scavenging purposes and a rale payer brought a 
suit for in.iunction restraining the committee from spending 
the funds on this ob.ieet as the lane could be made much 
cheaper; Held such a suit did not lie. Under S. 18 the 
municipal committee is a corporation with power to contract 
and to do all things necessary for its constitution, the 
municipal fund l)eing held by it under S. 52 for the purposes 
of the Act. 

A municipal committee is a corporation for the pur¬ 
poses only for which it has been established by legislature 
and has no existence for any other purposes, and that what¬ 
ever is done l:)eyond the scope of snch purposes is ultra vires 
and void. 

If the committee keeps within its authorization and acts 
bona fide, the courts will not interfere with its operations. 
It will 1^ deemed the best judge, not only of what is most 



oondoeive to its own interest, but also of what is proper and 
fitting as regards third parties and it will be left umhedeed 
to take or not to take lands for promoting sanitation. 
Corporation, however, is protected only if it acts bom fide: 35 
MM, L. 251 -4 li. S. G, G. R, ^4. 

Acquisition of more land than is necessary for the 
purpose of recoupment is authorised by the Explanation. 
43 All. 644; 63 I. C. 410. 

i JurisdicUoii of civil court to question the notification^ 

Whenever the local Government sanctions an improvement 
scheme there is a dqty to announce the fact by notification 
1 .^ and the publication of a notification is conclusive evidence 
I that the scheme has been duly framed and sanctioned. This 
I provision does not affect the right of the claimant to institute 
I a suit to have it declared that the board in framing the 
scheme acted ulfra vires. 


Building of quarters for municipal servants should be 
held to be a measure likely to promote public convenience. 
The matter lies within the discretion of the municipal 
commissioner and a court of law cannot interfere with the 
exercise of that discretion. Where the municipality had in 
contemplation the utilization of the ground-floor of the 
premises to be built upon the area in suit as shops: Held that 
there wa^ no sufficient ground for holding that the munici¬ 
pality could not proceed with the scheme. 1925 Bom. 538; 
90 I. C. 695 ; 27 Bom. L. R. 1130. 


A municipality wanted to acquire some land for the 
purposes of constructing a dharamsala and widening a road. 
The owner challenged the right of the corporation to ac¬ 
quire the land for dharamsala as such construction is 
ejmluded from the term * public purpose ’ because persons 
mainly interested would have been the worshippers and 
dignitaries of the temple. It was held that where the 
municipality wanted to acquire land for dharamsala near 
Kali’s temple as well as for widening the road, that what 
the municipality had to consider was not the religions beliefs 
s^nd purposes of those assembling in large numters but what 
was the situation of the city in respect to this asscmiblagq 
and to the citizens at large in view of the general questions 
Qf public convenience, proper sanitation and the j)revention 
of danger and disease. Any enlightened municipmity would 
carefully attend to these questions and endeavour to avoid 
the evils referred ta This is not to be ruled out by a con- 
sideretioa as to the particular form of belief or practice of 
those who would primarily benefit by the improvements 
made. 
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It may be true that the acquisition of this block of land 
for a dharantshala would not fall under (*») as being for a 
building under the control of the corporation, or even under 
the general denomination of hospitals or alms-houses in (») ; 
but upon these nothing need be said, for their Lordships are 
clearly of opinion that the construction and maintenance of 
a dharantshala cannot be said to be ruled out of (^t)» which 
covers any other matter which is likely to promote the 
public health, safety or convenience, or the carrying out of 
this Act.” This being so, their Lordships would be the last 
to question the opinion of, or the exercise of discretion by, 
the Municipality of Calcutta, even if they differed from it, 
which they certainly do not. The Act by S. 14 and S. 556 
has expressly placed the discretion not with this board or 
with a court of law, but with the municipality itself.* 

The corporation has the power of acquisition of land 
which may in their opinion be needed for carrying out any of 
the purposes of the Act. 1922 P. C 333 “69 I. 0.114. 

Acqiffsition by agrcemeoi. - There is no section of the Act] 
under which the municipality has power to acquire any * 
portion of a person’s land by agreement with him. Theyf 
certainly have no iK)wer whatever to call upon him to.;, 
surrender to them a strip of land. If they require to obtain I 
possession of any portion of the land, they will have to showi 
that it was recjuired for a public purpose before they can | 
spend municipal funds on the acquisition. 1926 Bom. 347. 

Plaintiff applied for permission to build upon his house 
site. The municipality resolved that the plaintiff should set 
back by three feet his proposed building, and for the set-back 
compensation should l)e paid to him but no amount was fixed. 
In a suit by plaintiff against the municipality to recover from 
them the value of the land and of the superstructure upon it: 

Held, that there were merely negotiations between the 
parties which never crystallized into an agreement so as to 
be enforceable by the Court. 1926 Bom. 347, 95 T. C. 262. 

Transfer in favour of Committee not required.— S. 9l, 

Bombay District Municipal Act (“ S. 58 of Punjab Act) pro- 
tanto moiiilies the pro\isitvns in the Land Acquisition Act so as 
to vest the property in the Corporation on payment of 
compensation awarded, instead of in the Government and 
therefore no transfer from Government to the Corpora¬ 
tion is needed and the property vests absolutely in the 
municipality as it does in the Government by virtue of S. 16 
of the Land Acquisition Act. 45 Bom. 723; 1921 Bom, 213, 60 
I. C. 571. 

il«a > . . . . w . . . . —- 

•References are throughout to Calcutta City Muncipal Act of 1899. 
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Under S. 21 of the Madras District Muncipalities 
Act a municipal council is a corporation with power to 
contract and to do all things necessary for the purjx>se8 of 
its constitution, the municipal fund being held by it under 
S.27 for the purposes of the Act. If the council keeps with¬ 
in its authorization and acts bow fide, the court will not 
interfere with its oj)erations. It will he deemed the best 
judge, hot only of what is most eonduei\'e to its own interest, 
but also of what is proper and fitting, as regards third 
parties, and it will be left unchecked to take or not to take 
lands for promoting sanitation, et(% The corporation is, 
however, pn)tected only if it acts bona fide. Where therefore 
a petitioner sued to restrain the exi)endit»ire on acipiisition of 
scavenging lane on the ground that there was a cheaper way 
and more convenient way of making the lane, the suit was 
dismissed as incompetent and injunction w'as refused. 48 I 
C. 128; 35 Mad. L. J. 251. 

59. The committee may, with the sanction of the local 
Government, transfer to His Majesty any property vesting in 
die committee under Section 56 or Section 57, but not so as to 
effect any trusts or public rights subject to which the property 
is held. 


Notes. 


S. 78 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law. — S. 124 of United Provinces Act, II 
of 1916; S. 80 of Burma Act III of 1898; S. 41 of Central 
Provinces Municipal Act, 1922. 

60. Nothing in this Act shall affect the Local Authorities 
Loans Act, 1879. 

Notes. 

Analogous Law.- S. 207 of Burma Act, III of 1898; 
S. 40 of Central Provinces Act. II of 1922; S. 106 of the 
Municipal Corporation Act, 1882; S. 63 of District Board 
Act, 1883. 

Borrowing powers. — Local Authorities Loans Act, 1879, 
has since been repealed by Act IX of 1914. In the amend¬ 
ments since 1911 opportunity should have been taken to 
change the reference to the existing loans Act. This Act 
enables toe local authorities such as municipal committees 
and district boards to borrow money on the security of their 
funds under certain conditions One of the chief distin¬ 
guishing feature of municipal corporations is that they 
have no borrowing powers unless conferred by legislature 
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while other private companies have inherent powers of 
borrowing money without any express psrmission of the 
legislature. 

Power to create debts payable in future is absolutely 
necessary in order t() enable municipalities to make 
expensive and permanent local improvements, such as the 
provision for a good water-supply, the construction of 
sewers and drains, the erection of necessary public build¬ 
ings, etc. 

It is only proper that the burden of this expenditure 
should he distributed upon the existing and future gene¬ 
rations of ratepayers, and consecjuently various municipal 
corporations are invested with powers to raise loans. The 
proneness of municipalities to incur indebtedness, especially 
if its burden can be thrown upon posterity, is well known. 
These powers are seriously abused. Public ofticials, prudent 
though they are in the management of their own private 
finances, often expend public moneys lavishly or extra¬ 
vagantly, and the liabilities ultimately fall upon the rate¬ 
payers;' and in the interests of the public ivelfare, the 
le^slature has thought fit to regulate and restrict the 
same. Municipal Corporations of the cities of Bombay, 
Calcutta and Madras are empowered to i-aise loans in the 
open market, whereas the district municipalities are not so 
empowered; but they can only obtain a loan from Govern¬ 
ment under the provisions of the Li'cal Authorities Loans 
Act 1-914. Aivangar’s “ J^aw of Municipal Corporations,^* 
p.256. 

See Arnold*s “Law of Municipal Corporations,'* pp. 83 & 
232. A Uxal authority cannot overdraw- its account wdth its 
bankers. In other w'(u-ds, it cannot raise money by a banker's 
overdraft. Smith v. Southampton Corporation (1902) 2 K.B. 244. 

A municipal corporation has no implied pow-er to borrow 
money. The power to incur indebtedness must he expressly 
given to a municipal corporation before a valid debt or obli¬ 
gation can be contracted or incurred. This strict rule is 
adopted universally by courts as the only available means 
for curbing and restraining the dishonesty or extravagance 
of public officials. Where a specific grant of pow’er does not 
exist to borrow’ money, a debenture or a )x)nd given by a 
corporation for authorising the loan cannot be enforced even 
though the money borrowed has been expended for munici¬ 
pal purjioses The pow’er to raise money does not necessari¬ 
ly mean to raise money by borrow’ing, but it generally means 
to raise money by taxation; and this power to Ixirrow money 
is not a continuing pow’er, but will be exhausted as soon as 
the amount is raised for the purpose concerned. If th^ 
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borrowing powers do not enable it to borrow without giving 
TOCurity, it must borrow only after giving security; and a 
payment of interest made on behalf of the local authority 
upon money borrowed without security is illegal. 

The provisions relating to the grant of power to borrow 
are always strictly construed; and the Act w’hieh confers this 
power upon the corporation is the “measure of its power,” 
as has been stated repeatedly by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. The practical effect of the working of 
this rule is to deny to municipal corporations the authority 
to incur indebtedness, if any question of doubt should arise. 
A person contemplating a borrowing transaction must satisfy 
himself by looking at the constitution of the corporation 
whether it has powers to borrow or not, but he need not go 
further or enquire whether any private regulations or eon* 
ditions have been complied with. 

This power tO incur debts which is granted to municipal 
corporations distinguishes it from other corporations. In the 
case of a private corporation, the funds for its promotion and 
the transaction of its corporate business are derived through 
contributions from the members If by mismanagement, 
the dishonesty or extravagance of its agents, or the creation 
of ill-advised or imprudent obligations, a loss is sustained, the 
loss falls upon the members personally. On the other hand, 
the expenditure of the municipal corporations are paid by 
moneys raised by the imposition and collection Of taxes, and 
in ease a loss is sustained through mismanagement or other¬ 
wise the loss falls ultimately upon the ratepayers. This 
difference in the manner of raising revenues is an important 
distinction to be borne in mind between a municipal corpora¬ 
tion and other corporations. It is this difference in the 
manner of raising revenues which leads the courts to adopt 
the strict rule of construction in allowing and recognizing 
the right to incur indebtedness by municipal corporations. 
(Abbott’s “ Corporations,” Vol. I, pp. 283-4). Aiyangar’s 
Law of Corporations in British India.” 

Where a statute lays down particular formalities that 
should be obsen^ed before the loan could be raised, and the 
manner in which the loan could Ite raised, all those formali¬ 
ties must be strictly observed; and the municipalities being 
artificial perstjns, they can only ac.t through their agents, and 
parties dealing with the municipality must at their peril 
ascertain whether the proposed loan complies with all the 
formalities prescribed Ity statute ami whether the projKysed 
indebtedness exceeds the constitutional limitation irreSi)ect- 
ive of any considerations of hardship or ignorance. (Dillon, 
Vol. I, p. 345*) 
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To protect the persons and property in a municipality 
from the abuse of the corporate officers and the consequent 
ruinous taxation, a limit uplo which loans could be raised 
may be and is in fact generally placed In such a case, a 
person who lends in excess of the amount authorized does so 
at his own risk. The statutes pla-je an absolute limit for 
incurring indebtedness which shall not be extended Where 
a limit is so fixed, a restriction against borrowing more is 
implied and the borrowing of a sum beyond that limit is 
ultra vires. The Corporation of Bombay cannot borrow 
beyond double the rateable value of the premises in the city 
assessable to property taxes, while in the case of the Cor¬ 
porations of Calcutta and Madras, it cannot exceed 10 and 
12i per cent respectively on the annual value of buildings and 
lands in the city. In Rangoon, it cannot exceed 18 per cent. 
In fixing this limit, two factors are to be considered: (1) the 
amount of the assessed value of the property within the 
municipality and (2) the ratio between that value and the 
debt already contracted or j)ropose(l to Ix' contracted. The 
assessment immediately preceding the incurring of the debt 
is usually taken. Where a municipality has • reached its 
constitutional limit and it is found necessary, for instance, 
to construct a system of water-works, there is nothing to 
prevent the municipality from granting a franchise to a water 
company for the construction by it of such a system. 
Aivangar’s “Law of Corporations in British India,” pp. 257, 
26i. Dillon Vol. 1 pp. 440-45. 

CHAPTER V, 

Taxation. 

*61. Subject to any general or special orders which the local 
Govonment may make in this behalf, and to the rules, any 
committee may, from time to time for the purposes of this Act, 
and in the manner directed by this Act, impose in the whole or 
any part of the municipality any of the following taxes, 
namely:— 

(l) (a) a tax payable by the owner, on buildings and 
lands— 

(t) not exceeding twelve and a half per centum on 

the annual value; 

(u) not exceeding in the municipalities of Simla, 

Dharamsala, Dalhouue and Murree, one anna and 
four pies, and elsewhere one anna, per square 
yard of the ground area; or 


•Substituted by S. 16 of Punjab Act, 11 of 1923, 
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(Hi) not exeeedinc in the nmnicipalides ot Simbi, 
Dharamsala, Dalhousie and Mnrree, four rupees 
and elseifidiere three rupees, per running foot of 
frontage in streets or bazars: 

Provided that in the whole or any part of the municipality 
of Simla there may be imposed both a tax on buildings and a 
tax on lands: 

Provided further that in the case of lands and buildings 
occupied by tmiants in perpetuity, the tax shall be payable 
such tenants. 

(b) a tax on persons practising any profesnon or art or 
carrying on any trade or calling in the municipality} 

Explanation* —A Government official or person holding 
an office under the local Government or the Government of 
India or a local or other public authority shsJl be deemed to be 
practising a profession within the meaning of this sub>clause. 

(c) a tax, payable by the owner, on all or any vehicles, 
used for riding, driving, draught or burden, and dogs, 

when such vdbicles, animals used as aforesaid, and dogs are 
k<qi>t within the municipality; 

(d) a tax, payable by the employer, on menial domestic 
servants; 

(^) a tanc, payable by the occupier of any building in res¬ 
pect of which the committee has, in exercise of the powers con- 
fmred by Ss. 159 to 165 of this Act, undertaken the house 
scavenging; 

(/) a tax, payable by persons presenting building applica¬ 
tions to the committee: 

Proidded that a committee shall not impose any tax with¬ 
out the previous sanction of the local Government when — 

(t) it consists of members less than three-fourths of 
whom have been elected, or 

(n) its cMh balances have, at any time within the 
three months preceding the date of the passing 
of the resolution impodng the tax, fallen below 
Rs. 20,000 or one-tenth of the income accrued 


•Eixplanation has been added by S. 3 of Punjab Municipal 
Amendment Act, 1925 and the words in italics have l)een inserted by 
S. 29 (1) of the Pun^b Amendment Act, 1933. 



Bed. 61 .] 


29i 


in tbe previ<Mis financial sraar, whidiever amount 
shaD be lew. 


(2) Save as provided in the for^oinc clause, with the pre« 
vious sanction of die local Government any other tax which 
under ndes made under clause (a) of sub>*eotion (S) oi Sectkm 
80-A of the Government of India Act, a local au&ority may be 
anthorixed to impose by any bye>iaw made by die local legis¬ 
lature Mrithout the previous sancdon of the Govemor-Goieral. 

(3) With the previous sancdon of the local Government 
and of the Governor-General in council any tax. 

Notes. 

The whole of the section was redrafted and the present 
section was substituted for the old by the Amendment Act of 
1923. According to the Select Committee’s report the 
change is necessitated by the Devolution Rules and it also dele¬ 
gates with due safeguards to committees certain powers of 
taxation without the necessity of previous sanction by 
Government. 

Recent changes. — (1) The explanation to Cl. (b) of 
sub-section of S. 6l was added by S. 3 of the Amending 
Act 1925 while the words in italics have t»een inserted by S. 
29 of the Pun,iab Amending Act HI of 1933. 

(2) Toll under clause {d) has been omitted. 

(3) Tax payable by persons putting in building appli¬ 
cations to the committee has been introduced. 


This will probably be a fixed charge; will the tax be 
refundable if the application is refused? 


Analogous Law: — 

Ss. So & Beiifral Di.strict 

Municii)al Act, 1884. 

Ss. 123,124 & 132, Bengal Muni¬ 
cipal Act, XV of 1932. 

Ss. 82, 84 (1), 137 & lol, Behar I 
& Ori.ssa Municipal Act, 1922. , 

S. 73, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 59, Bombay Di.strict Municiiial 
Act, m of 1901. 

Ss. 139, 140, 141), & 18^Bombay 
City Muntciinil AcQ HI of 
1888. 

Ss. 46-49, Burma Miinicivial Act, 
III of 1898. 


Ss. 116, 124, 165 (c), 179 & 184. 
Calcutta City Municipal Act, 
III of 1923. 

S. 60, Cantonment Act, II of 1924. 

' S. 66, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

S. S'"', Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919 

Ss. 78, 93. 98, 105, 108 & 110, 
Madras Di.strict Municipal 
Act. V of 1920. 

Ss. 79, 80 81 & 84, Rangoon 
City Municipal Act, 192.'. 

S. 128,130 (/), United Provinces 
Municil)alities Act, 1916. 

S. 30, Punjab District Board Act, 
1883. 
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Cimitgem in the eection since 1911,^ — Under the 
former s^tion the committee could only impose certain 
taxes enumerated in Cl. (B) with the previous sanction 
of the local Government and if the tax to be imposed 
was outside the list of taxes enumerated, the committee 
could impose it with the previous sanction of both the 
Governor-General-in-Council and of the local Govern¬ 
ment. This power is preserved under certain altered con¬ 
ditions but certain extended powers to impose certain 
taxes without any previous sanction has also been given 
under the present amended section. So far as taxes 
mentioned in sub-clause I are concerned the committees, 
if they fulfil certain requirements, can impose any or 
all of these taxes without obtaining any previous sanc¬ 
tion. In order to be able to impose these taxes the 
elected members of the committee should not be less 
than three-fourths and its cash balances should not have 
fallen below the limit fixed. Rules made under Cl. 
{a) of sub-S. 3 of S. 80-A of the Government of 
India Act give a list of taxes which the local authorities 
can be empowered to impose with or without the previous 
sanction of the local Government. 


Taxes falling outside the list will require as before 
the previous sanction of both the local Government and 
the Governor-General of India. The rules made under 
S. 80 A (3) (o) are quoted below. See P. G., Part II, dated 
Ibth Decemter 1920, as amended by Government of India 
Notifiction No. 7 of 24th January 1924. 


Rules under Section 80-A (3) (a) of the Government of 

fodie Act. —In exercise of the powers conferred by S. 80-A 
(3) (a) and S.129-A of the Government of India Act, the 
Governor-General in Council, with the sanction of the 
Secretary of State in Council, is pleased to make the 
following rules: — 

1, These rules may be called the Scheduled Taxes 
Rules. 


2. The Legislative Council of a province may, with¬ 
out tjie previous sanction of the Governor-General, make 
dnd take into consideration any law imposing, for the 
purpose of the local Government, any tax included in 
^hedule I to these rules. 

. '3^ The Legislative Council of a province may, with¬ 
out the previous sanction of the Governor-General, make 
and take, into consideration any law imposing, or autho¬ 
rising any local authority to impose, for the purpose 
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of such local authority, any tax included in Schedule 
II to these rules. 

4. The Governor-General-in-Council may at any time, 
by order, make any addition to the taxes enumerated 
in Schedules I and II to these rules. 

5. Nothing in these rules shall affect the right of 
a local authority to impose a tax without previous sanc¬ 
tion or with the previous sanction of the local Govern¬ 
ment when such right is conferred upon it by any law 
for the time being in force. 

SCHEDUI.K I. 

1. A tax on land put to uses other than agricultural. 

2. A tax on succession or on acquisition by survivor¬ 

ship in a joint family. 

3. A tax on any form of betting or gambling permitted 

by law. 

4. A tax on advertisements. 

5. A tax on amusements. 

6. A tax on any specified luxury. 

7. A re^stration fee. 

8. A stamp duty other*than duties of which the amount 
is fixed by Indian legislation. 

SCHEDtl.K II. 

(In this schedule the word “ tax ” includes a cess, 
rates, duty or fee.) 

1. A toll. 

2. A tax on land or land values. 

3. A tax on buildings. 

4. A tax on vehicles or boats. 

0 . A tax on animals. 

6. A tax on menials and domestic servants. 

7. An octroi. 

8. A terminal tax on goods imported into or exported 

from a local area save where such tax is first 
imposed in a local area in which an octroi was not 
levied on or before the 6th July 1917. 

9. A tax on trades, professions and callings. 

10. A tax on private markets. 

n. A tax imposed in return for services rendered such 
as—- 
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(a) B, water rate, 

(b) a lighting rate, 

(c) a scavenging, sanitary or sewage rate, • 

(d) a drainage tax, 

(e> fees for the use of markets and other public 
eonv^eniences. 

The present S. 61 is based on these rules. Schedule II 
gives a list ot* taxes which legislature of a province may 
authorise local authorities to impose. x\ccording to rule 5, S. 61 
has been so framed that the committees have been allowed to 
impose certain taxes out of the schedule II (under certain 
safeguards) without obtaining previous sanction of the 
local Government, while in case of the remaining taxes 
of the Schedule 11 the committees have to obtain previous 
sanction of the local Government. 

The taxes which require tlius the previous sanction 
of local GovernuKuit are an octroi, a terminal tax, a tax 
on private markets anl all taxes imp)sed in return for 
services rendered except a scavenging tax. 

Construction of Fiscal Enactments. — A municipal corpo¬ 
ration levies taxes by virtue of authority delegated to it 
by the State ; and it therefore follows that municipal 
corporations can levqv no taxes, general or special, upon 
the inhabitants or pro})erty unless the power be plainly and 
unmistakably conferred. The authority granted to munici¬ 
pal corporations to impose taxes upon persons or property 
being wholly statutory, it must be clearly given and 
strictly pursued. The burden is upon the corporation to 
show the p(^wer to levy taxes by express words or 
necessary implication. Statutes authorising the levying of 
taxes are strictly construed ; and ii' there is any doubt, 
that doubt exempts the citizen from the burden. The 
power to tax a business or occupation must also be 
expressly conferred. In »)rder to impose a tax, duo, rate, 
or toll upon a subject or upon property within the limits 
of a municipal corporation, the framers of the Act under 
which such tax, due, rate, or toll is imposed or levied 
must use clear and unamblgu(jus words to effect their 
purpose. When the words used are ambiguous, the intend¬ 
ment of the courts will be in favour of the subject upon 
w^hom the tax is sought to Ih* imposed: 8 Bom, H. C. 

R. A. 0, J. 1.'13 where copper in octroi schedule was 

not held to include copper ]iots. As observed by Lord 
Cairns in Partinyton v. The AUoniey-Gencral (L. R. 4 H. Ij. 
100) ‘Mf the person sought to be taxed comes within 

the letter of the law, he must be taxed, however great 
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the hardship may appear to the judicial mind to be. On 
the other hand, if the Crown, seeking to recover the 
tax, cannot bring the subject within the letter of the 
law, the subject is free, however apparently within the 
spirit of the law the ease might otherwise appear to 
be. In other words, if there be admissible in any statute 
what is called an equitable construction, certainly, such 
a construction is not admissible in a taxing statute where 
you can simply adhert> to the words of the statute.” The 
subject is not to be taxcfl unless the language of the 
statute clearly imposes the obligation, and in case of 
reasonable doubt, the construction most beneficial to the 
subject is to be adopted: 31 Mad. 40^. Although in 
construing fiscal enactments, the court ordinarily insists 
upon the subject taxed being clearly within the words 
of the law and declines to extend its scope when there 
is an ambiguity, yet when the context discloses a mani¬ 
fest inaccuracy, the sound rule of construction is to 
eliminate the inaccuracy and to execute the true inten¬ 
tion of the legislature: li Mad. 253. A statute is not 
to be construed like a contract. The power to impose 
a tax is not eoiitrac.tual and needs no correlative right. 
When a public bnly is entrusted by the legislature with 
a duty of making public improvements and powers are 
entrusted to it for such purposes, those powers will not 
b(' subject to a restrictive construction, though they inter¬ 
fere with private rights. 2 Mad. 362. 

In construing enactments creating fiscal obligations, 
provivsions declaring the liability to the tax are to be 
distinguished from t.hose providing for its imposition. The 
machinery fim the imposition of the tax may be independent 
of the obligation of tlie tax payer. 3 Mad. 129. 

The principle of construction to be applied to taxing 
statutes is that, if tht.* words of the slatute are capable 
of two otherwise equally opposite constructions, the 
construction to b(‘ adopted is that in favour of the 
tax-payer; but to ascertain whether the two possible con¬ 
structions are eciually opposite, the ordinary rules of. 
construction of statute are to be applied. The raiaxim" 
that clear words are necessary in order to tax the sub¬ 
ject does not mean, as often contended, that the words 
are to be unduly restricteil against taxing authority. It 
simply means that in a taxing Act one has to look 
merely at what is clearly said. There is no room for 
any intendment. There is no equity about a tax. There 
is no presumption as to a tax. Nothing is to b(j read 
in, nothing is to be implied. One can only look fairly 
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at the language used. A taxing Act is not to be 
construed differently from any other Act. The court 
must no doubt ascertain the subject-matter to which the 
particular tax is intended to be applied. When once 
that is ascertained, it is not open to the court to nar¬ 
row or whittle down the operation of the Act by seeming 
consideration of hardship or business convenience or the 
like. Courts have to give 'effect to what the legislature 
has said. 47 Mad. 262, 79 I. O. 928; 1924 Mad. 420. 

The well-known principle of interpretation of fiscal 
enactment is that if the language is at all ambiguous it 
must be interpreted in the manner most beneficial to the 
subject. Taxing statutes must state with utmost clear¬ 
ness what and whom and in what manner they are 
ta:dng. 51 Mad. 301; 1928 Mad. 569. 

In construing Act of legislature the presumption 
should be that words are used in their ordinary and 
popular meaning. 

In construing fiscal enactments an interpretation most 
beneficial to the subject ought to be adopted in case of 
reasonable doubt. For the purposes of taxation “ income** 
means net income and not gross income. 1931 Nag. 45. 

See also 1930 Mad. 200 noted below on p. 310. 

It is a well-established rule that fiscal enactments 
imposing burdens on subjects ought to be strictly 
construed, and an assessee is entitled to object to a 
taxation unless his ease is reasonably . . . clearly brought 
within the wording of the taxing section. 1932 Mad. 
474, 138 I. C. 12. 

Enactments which render the public liable to pay 
taxes or charges must be construed strictly, or in other 
words unless the language under which they are sought 
to be charged is perfectly clear the charging authorities 
are not entitled to assess a charge inasmuch as the 
public have a right to know what exactly are the 
.charges imposed upon them. See also 1931 All. 23 and 401; 
36 I. C. 877. 

The language of the statute imposing a tax must 
receive a strict construction. If the person sought to 
be taxed comes within the letter of the law, he must 
be taxed. On the other hand if the Crown, seeking to 
recover the tax, cannot bring the subject within the 
letter of the law, the subject is free however much within 
the sfriirit of the law a cajse might otherwise appear to 
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be. There can be no equitable coostraetloa admissible 
in a taxing statute. 1931 Lab. 572, 132 I. 0. ^4. Sec 
1931 Nag. 156, noted under S. 78. , 

Fiscal enactment is to be construed in favour of 
the sub^t 1928 Lah. 2l9,108 I. C. 524. 

Right of Government to claim exemption from payment 
of taxes.— In England, owing to historical causes, the 
legislature has proceeded on the view that the Crown is 
not bound by a statute unless named in it and it is 
therefore that the Crown is in many statutes expressly 
stated to be bound; but it is impossible to say deadly 
that in India the Crown is not IxMind by statutes, 
unless expressly named in it. Such express inclusion 
is altogether exceptional here. It would be more 

correct to say that, as a general rule, the Indian legis¬ 
lature have proceeded on the assumption that the 
Government will be bound by the taxing provisions of a 
statute unless expressly or by necessary implication ex¬ 
cluded from its operation. 

According to the uniform course of Indian legislation, 
statute imposing duties or taxes bind Government as 
much as its subjects unless the very nature of the duty 
of tax is such as to be inapplicable to Government and 
whenever it is the intention of legislature to exempt 
Government from any duty, the Government is specially 
exempted. 25 Mad 457. 

By Act XI of 1881 Government has, however, Act xi ot 
obtained special powers. The chief provisions of the Act issi 
are quoted below:— 

2. In this Act “ municipal committee ” includes a 
municipal corporation or a body of municipal commis¬ 
sioners constituted by or under the provisions of any 
enactment for the time being in force. 

3. Notwithstanding anything contained in any enact¬ 
ment for the time being in force, the Governor-General 
in Council may. by an order in writing, prohibit the 
levy by a municipal committee of any specified tax— 

(а) payable by any person subject to the Army 

Discipline and Regulation Act, 1879, or the 
Indian Articles of War, who is compelled by the 
exigencies of military duty to reside within the 
limits of a municipality ; or 

(б) payable by the Secretary of State for India in 

Council. 
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The Governor-Oeneral in Council may, by a like order, 
rescind' any .such prohibition. 

4. So long as any order made under S. 3, prohiMt- 
ing the le\^’ of a tax on any person mentioned in Cl. (o) 
of that section, remains in force, the Seei^tary of State 
^or India in Council shall be liable to pay to the muni- 
cip^' Committee mentioned in the order the amount 
wpiph otherwise would have been payable to such commit¬ 
tee by such persohs : 

Provided that the said Secretary of State in Council 

i^iall not be liable to pay any sum in respect of any 

house which such, person is bound by the regulations of 
the service to which he belongs, to keep. 

5. So long as any order made under S. 3, prohibit¬ 

ing ' the levy of any tax payable by the Secretary of 
State, for. India in Council, remains in force, the said 

Secretary of State in Council shall be liable to pay to 

the. municipal committee, in lieu of such tax, such 
sums (if any) as an olTicer from time to time appointed 
in "this behalf' hy the local Government may, having 
regard' to all the circumstances of the case, from time 
to time determine to be fair and reasonable. 

6. If any question arises whether any duty is mili. 
tary duty within the meaning of this Act, the decision 
of the Governor-General in Council thereon shall be 
conclusive, 

, . if any question arises whether any person is 
compelled as aforesaid to reside within the limits of a 
municipality, or is bound as aforesaid to keep any 
horse, - the decision thereon of such authority as the 
Governor-Oeneral-in-Council may, from time to time, 
appoint in this behalf shall be conclusive. 

Exemption of certain persons from tsixation. —The following 
Orders have been published by the Government of India on the 
subject of exemption:— 

The levy by any municipal lx>ard upon any person subject to 
the Army Act, or to the Indian Army Act, 1911, who is compelled 
by the exigencies of military duty to reside within a limit of a 
niunicipality, of taxes of the following kinds, is prohibited: — 

(1) Mxinicipal taxes on salaries. 

(2) Municipal taxes on professions, trades, callings, offices, or 
appointments. 

(3.) Municipal taxes on animals or vehicles in respect of:— 

(o) any animal which such person is required by the regu¬ 
lations of the service to which he belongs to keep; and, 
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(b) any vehicle which such person is permitted to keep in 
lieu of an animal which in the absence of such permission 
the said regulations would require to keep.— (G. I. N. 
No. 821, dated 18th October 1923). 

T^e Government of India have also prohibited the levy by any 
municipal board of any tax payable in respect of a bicycle or tri¬ 
cycle by a warrant or non-commissioned officer or soldier who is com¬ 
pelled by the exigencies of military duty to reside within the 
limits of a municipality.--(G. G. 0.[ H. /).J No. 77, dated 2nd May 
1907). ' ' 

Liability of Government property to Umtion. —The Govemor- 
General-in-Council does not propose to issue any general order under 
Cl. (6' of S. 3 of the Act, regarding the exemption of Government 
property from munici pal taxation; but His Excellency in Council 
will be prepared to take action under that clause, if any case 
of inordinate assessment of Gk)veroraent property is brought to 
notice for which redress cannot be obtained under the ordinary 
municipal law. 

The following order has l)een published by the Government of 
India on the subject of the taxation of Government property: — 

Attention is invited to paragraph 2 of Home Department Circu¬ 
lar letter No. .o-]6.')/173 of the 18th November, 1881 regarding 
the exemption of Government property from municipal taxation. 
As it appears passible that the wording of the paragraph in 
question may convey a misapprehension of the intentions of the 
Government of India regarding the application of the provisions of 
Cl. (b) S. 3 of Act XI of 1881, the Govemor-General-in- 
Conncil considers it desirable to explain that the clause was framed 
mainly with a view to enable the (^ivemment to deal with cases of 
assessment of Government proj^erty when the property to be assessed 
is, from its nature, such as not to admit of the application of ordinary 
principles in assessing the payment thereon of tlie particular tax, m 
e.g., when the assessment is on the letting value, and the property is 
of such a nature tliat it is difficult to conceive its being let and impossi¬ 
ble to form any estimate of the rent that would be obtained for it 
if tlie Government offered to let it. It wavS the intention of the Act 
of 1881 to enable the Government to deal w'ith such cases, failing an 
amicable (though possibly arbitrary) settlement witli the local authority 
concerned, by at once i.ssuing an onler of prohibition under S. 3 
clause (h), and appainting an officer under S. 5 without entering upon 
any formal argument or atte/npting to contest the matter by way of 
appeal or otherwise. In cases, however, in which there are no such 
peculiar circumstances attaching to the Government property assess¬ 
ed, as e.g., where it consists of or.linary dwelling houses, the asseas- 
ment should either be ac.'opted, or if it appears unduly high pro¬ 
ceedings should be taken to obtain redress under the onlinary municipal 
law and reconr.se should not be had to the special provisions of Act of 
1881. G. I. H. D. No. dated 7th June 1885. 

Tamtiim of R*Uw«yt.~S. 135 of Act IX of 1890 (Indian 
Railways Act) runs as follows 
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Notwithstuidikig; anything^ to the contrary in any enactment, or in 
any agreement or award baaed on any enactment, the following rules 
shall regulate the levy of taxes in respect of railways and from railway 
administrations in aid of the funds of local authorities, namely; 

(1) A railway administration shall not be liable to pay any 
taxin.aid of the fund of any local authority, unless the Govemor- 
General>in>Council has by notification in the official Gazette declared 
the railway administration to be liable to pay the tax. 

(2) While a notiflcAtion of the Governor-General-in-Council 
under Cl. (1> of the section is in force, the railway administration 
shall be liable to pay to the local authority either the tax mentioned 
in the notification, or, in lieu thereof, such sum, if any, as an officer 
appointed in this behalf by the Governor-General-in-Council may, 
having regard to all the circumstances of the case, from time to time 
determine to be fair and reasonable. 

(31 The Govemor-General-in-Council may at any time revoke 
or vaiy a notification under Cl. (1) of this section. 

(4) Nothing in this section is to be construed as debarring any 
railway administration from entering into a contract with any 
local authority for the supply of water or light, or for the scaveng¬ 
ing of railway premises, or for any other service which the local 
authority may be rendering, or be prepared to render within any 
part of the local area under its control. 

The following are the notifications issued by the Government 
of India in accordance with the above section:— 

No. 1630 R. T., dated Calcutta, the 23rd December 1907. 

Memo. —By the Secretary, Railway lloard. 

The undermentioned paper is forwarded to the local Govern¬ 
ments and Administrations and to the officers noted on the margin* 
for information, with the remark that should any Railway Admi¬ 
nistration consider any particular tax or assessment unreasonable or 
disproportionate to the services rendered, the procedure imiicated 
in paragraph 10 of the Government of India, Public Works Depart¬ 
ment letter No. 20-R. T., dated the 7th January 1901. copy forwaixl- 
ed under Memorandum No. 21-R. T., of .same date, and paragraph 20 
of Public Works Department Resolution No 434-R. T., dated the 
17th August 1894, should Ite followed. 

The necessary portion of |>aragraph 10 of letter No. 20-R. T. 
of 7th January, referred to aliove, is as follows: — 

“(t) the taxes, if any, imposed by municipal authorities 
upon Railway Administrations or communities should be 
in proportion to and for .services rendered, and 

“(m) where no services are rendered, it should not be compe¬ 
tent for municipal authorities to enforce taxation.’’ 


f* Margin is omitted—Aiiffeor.] 




301 


See.*61:J 

“ Aa regards (i), if a Railway Administration considers any 
tax disproportionate to the services rendered, the procedure laid 
down in paragraph 2 of the Public Works Department Resolution 
No. 434-R. T., dated the 17th August 1894, should be followed,” 

Paragraph 2 of the Resolution referred to above runs as 
follows:— 

“ Should any railway administration, however, consider that 
any particular tax, or its assessment, is unreasonable or disproportion¬ 
ate to the services rendered, the Governor-General-in-Council is 
pleased to decide that an application for the revision of such tax 
or assessment should be made direct to the Commissioner in charge 
of the division, in which the tax is levied, or where there is not 
not such a Commissioner, to the officer holding a position corres¬ 
ponding to that of a Commissioner {c.g., the Collector in the Presi¬ 
dency of Madras, or the Deputy Commissioner in Sylhet or Cachar), 
who is hereby appointed under S. 135, sub-R. (2) of the Indian 
Railways Act, 1890, to enquire sf)ecially into all the circumstances 
of the case and determine, in communication with the contending 
parties the sum, if any, which should be paid.” No. 9977-Ryx„ 
dat(4. 29th November 1907. 

Notification. —By the Government of India, Department 
of Commerce and Industry. 

In pursuance of Cl. (i) of S. 135 of the Indian Railways 
Act, 1890 (IX of 1890), and in .«iuper.se.ssion of the notifications of 
the Government of India in the Public Works Department, No. 270, 
<lated the 12th June 1890, and No. 136, dated the 5th April 1893, 
the Governor-General-in-Council is pleased to declare that every 
railway administration in Briti.sh India shall hereafter be liable 
to pay, in respect of property within any local area, every t^ which 
may lawfully lie imposed by any local authority in aid of its funds, 
under any law for the time being in force. 

Liability of Railway Administration to taxes newly intro¬ 
duced. —Where railway ailmini.stration under notification issued 
under S. 135 of the Railway.'* Act i.s made liable to pay buildings and 
land taxe.s it cannot be held liable to property tax introduced 
after the notification. When the legislature itself has called the tax 
by a different name it i.s not open to the court to launch upon an 
enquiry with regar^l to the real or sulistantial identity of the two. 
1927 Mad. 363, 100 T. C. 280. 

Railway admini.stration is not exempt from taxation under the 
Municipal Act. It i.s under S. 135 that the railway admini.stration 
enjoys immunity from asses.sment to taxes levied under the municipal 
Act. Therefore the repeal of the municipal Act does not ipso facto 
render the railwav administration exempt from liability. 1927 
Mad. 363, 52 Mad. L. J. 108; 100 I. C 280. 

Tax cm buildings and lands.— For the meaning of *<AnnuaI 
Value” see notes under S. 3 (1), pp. 10—20. When buildings 
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lands are taxed, there cannot be a separate tax on lands under 
buildings. Such lands are taxed as part of the buildings 
for, in calculating annual value of a building, the building 
as a whole including land on which it stands is taken into 
account. In Simla where both lands and buildings are allow¬ 
ed to be taxed, it is presumed the lands under the houses are 
taxed twice. Once as land it is assessed to ground tax and 
then again to house tax as forming part of the building 
which is assessed to house tax. There seems to be no other 
way of taxing lx)th lands and buildings. If only vacant lands 
are taxed and houses with lands underneath are also taxed, 
then Simla ease will not dilfer from other municipalities 
where tax on land and buildings is possible. 

In 64 I. C. 177, 23 Bom. L. R. 1018, 46 Bom. 205 it was 
held that a tax on buildings and land justifies the municipal 
committee in taxing a building and the land on which it 
stands but the committee cannot levy a tax on buildings and 
land and a second rate on the land itself. 

Arable land has been held to be liable to taxation as 
a holding under"the Bengal Act III of 1884. 6 I. C. 410. 

Under the Calcutta Municipal Act it has been held that 
a compound or boundary wall is not a tmilding liable to 
assessment for municipal rates: 7 I. O. 890. But according 
to the Punjab Act building includes a wall and hence the 
ruling would perhaps be inapplicable in the Punjab. 

Occupier-assessments Liability of servant m» occupier. — 
The plaintiff as the naib of a zemindar occupied a small 
house adjoining the zemindar’s kachcri, and paid no rent. 
The municipality assessed him with municipal taxes under 
S. 85* clause (a) of the Bengal Municipal Act. Whereupon 
he brought this suit for a declaration tliat the imposition of 
the taxes is illegal: 

Held^ that the occupier of the house was the zemindar, 
and that he, and not the plaintiff, was liable to be taxed in 
respect of it. Naib is residing in the capacity of a servant of 
Maharaja. 15 I. C. 9i)9, 15 C. L .1. 689. 

Assessment should be legal —Meaning and the effect of 
S. 61 (1) (a) and S. 3 (1) is clear and they provide that in 
every ease the rate is to be imposed on the annual value of 
the holding which is deemed to be the gross annual rent at 
which the holding may be reasonably expected to let, and the 
proviso is inserted in aid of the assessee, to lay down a maxi¬ 
mum to prevent excessive assessments being niade. 

• Corresponds to S. 21, Small Town Act, or S. 61 (1) (a) of 
Municipal Act. 
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If no attempt is made to ascertain the value of the hold¬ 
ing and commissioners accept the valuation officer’s method 
of valuation knowing full well that it was based on the esti¬ 
mated cost of the building in entire disregard of principles 
which the valuation officers were bound by law to adopt, the 
commissioners must be deemed to have acted ultra vires and 
the assessment cannot be sustained. 

A holding in suit was debuttar property held by the 
plaintiff as she bait. It was occupied by temples and some 
buildings which were not let. Holdings of similar nature in 
the vicinity had been let and some of them changed hands. 
At the time of the valuation of the holding for the purpose 
of S. 61 (a) all that the valuation officer did was to estimate 
by guess what he conceived to be the cost of erecting the 
buildings that he found on the holding and settled the valua¬ 
tion on the estimate so made. Commissioner accepted the 
valuation officer’s basis of valuation: 

Held, that the commissioners were not justified in 
departing from the rule c»f assessment laid down in S. 3 (1) 
and the holding ought to hav e been assessed according to the 
provision of the Act on the gross annual rent at which the 
holding may lje reasonably expected to let. 

Measure of rateable value is defined by statute as the 
rent which may reasonably be expected; interests on costs or 
capital value cannot be substituted for the statutory measure 
but can be looked as prima fade evidence in order to 
answer the question of fact what rent a tenant may 
reasonably be expected to pay. And where the hereditament 
is incapable of being compared with other hereditaments 
which form the subject of letting the amount of capital ex¬ 
pended i- admissible in evidence as a criterion by which to 
estimate the rent. Cf. 57 Cal. 162; 1930 Cal. 38. 

Tax on land or building. —It is sometimes necessary to 
read the conjunction ' or ’ and ‘ and ’ one for the other. 
Tax on land or buihling includes a tax on land and building, 
Cf. 1925 Cal. 1067; 87 1. C. 229. 

Sub-clause (ft). Tax on professions etc. —A firm or a part¬ 
nership is a person, and the tax prescribed by this clause is 
a tax upon a profession or trade or calling, and there can be 
but one tax when several persons jointly carry on one 
trade and business. A partner of a firm is liable only to pay 
the tax payable by the whole firm. Each member of the 
firm carrying on one business should not be taxed as several 
distinct persons. Therefore the assessment of one of the 
the partners of a firm as agent of an ateentee partner in 
his individiial capacity as a member of the firm is illegal. 
Cf. 14 Mad. 140. 
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Pn^eMion or trade to be carried on within municipal limits. 

— A bank carrying on business at more than one place is a 
single corporation and is liable at one place for its aggre¬ 
gate income. 15 Mad, 153. 

A person carrying on two different professions in two 
different municipalities is liable for the tax in both the muni¬ 
cipalities. 17 Mad. 100. 

A person who makes it his business to sell for profit is 
a “ trader ” within the Madras Act, IV of 1884, and the 
fact of what he sells being the produce of his own land 
does not make him the less a trader provided the sales 
are conducted in a shop or place of business if he is not 
personally present at his headquarters for the period making 
him liable for the tax. 17 Mad. 100. 

An officer whose headquarters are Avithin a municipa¬ 
lity, does not ipso facto exercise his profession or hold 
suen office within the municipality, so as to make hun liable 
to profession tax. 17 Mad. 453. 

A pleader residing within a municipality, practised in the 
District Court situated outside it, and also in other courts 
situated within the municipal limits. The pleader was held 
liable to pay profession tax. 18 Mad. 183; see also 8 Mad. 
L.J. 73. 

A shipowner exercises his trade at all the ports at which 
his steamers habitually call to discharge or load cargo, which 
latter operation may involve entering there and then into con¬ 
tracts with shippers. Where, therefore, the freight-earning 
contracts by sea carriage are not entered into at a port 
by the ship’s master or the local agent of the shipowner, 
but elsewhere, the shipowner cannot be held to exercise his 
trade at the port merely because he employs a shipping 
agent there to attend to other matters, such as issuing 
shipping orders and signing bills of lading pursuant to 
contracts already made and receiving payment of advance 
freight. 

The test is, where, in substance, the business of 
making contracts is carried on and controlled. 

The Clan Line Steamers, having their registered office at 
Glasgow, call at Cocanada to take in cargo for Europe and 
also unload any cargo consigned to Cocanada. They are 
represented by a firm of sub-agents at Cocanada engaged by 
the Clan Line’s Agents at Madras. The sub-agents have no 
authority to contract with shippers and act only under in¬ 
structions from the agents; they issue shipping orders to 
shippers, sign bills of lading for cargo supply and collect any 
freight that may be payable on the cargo unloaded at 
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CoeSinada. llie question in this case being wheth^. this 
was «ieh an exercise of the trade of the Clan Line or 
carrying on business within the Municipality of Coean^a 
as to render them liable to the payment of profession 
tax under S. 53 of the Madras District Municipalities 
Act, 1884: 

Held, that the Clan Line* being a shipping company 
which earned pro (its by the carriage of goods by sea^-, 
and in the course of its business traded with, but not 
necessarily within, port towns in various parts of the 
world, one of these being Coeanada, could not be said 
to exercise a trade at that port so as to make the com¬ 
pany liable for the payment of profession tax. 50 I. C. 692, 

It would not be reasonable to say that a person who is 
holding an appointment, e,g., a vakiPs clerk, is for the 
purpose of S. 93 exercising the profession of a clerk. The 
two categories are distinct. There is ground for thinking 
that the persons intended by the lirst class are those who 
exercise their own profession and not clerks who work 
under those who exercise their profession,^though in a literal 
sense it is possible to say that clerks are exercising the pro¬ 
fession of clerks: vakil’s clerks can only be assessed to pro¬ 
fession tax in a municipality where their masters, the 
vakils, reside and not where they carry on the work in courts. 
1932 Mad. 292, 137 1. C. 585. 

On a ease referred to the High Court under S. 176 
of the Madras C'^ity Municipal Act as to whether a person 
who is a trader in piecegoods and has a shop in Tinnevelly 
where be sells the goods and earns his profit but keeps an 
agent in Madras to buy goods for him with keeping an office, 
exercises his trade within the town of Madras: 

Held, that on the facts of the case, the trader was not 
carrying on business in Madr-as and was not therefore 
liable to pay profession tax in Madras. 63 Mad. 82 ; 5 1. O. 

744. 

Where profession tax is to be levied on the income, it has 
l>een held that the word “ income ’ ’ means the net income, 
not gross income, 27 Mad. 547 ; see also 22 I. C. 278; 1924 

Mad. 754. . ... 

By S. 262'’ (2) of the Act, no suit shall be brought 
in any court to recover any sum of money collected 
under the authority of the Act, provided that its provi¬ 
sions have bt^en in substance and effect complied with. 
A municipality assessed a person under S. 53 and Schedule 
A, on his estimated gross income: 

•Corresponds to S. SG of the Punjab Municipal Act. 
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Heidt that the word income ** meant “ nett income/* 
and consequently the provisions of the Act had not been in 
substance and effect complied with, and diat the court 
could entertain a suit to recover the amount of tax paid 
under the assessment. 27 Mad. 547, 14 Mad, L. J. 410. 

The underlying principle of professional taxation is that 
the taxation should be roughly proportional to the profes¬ 
sional incomes of individuals. 

It has been held in a Madras case under Madras Act, 
VII of 1904, that the word “capital” means the paid-up 
capital. The word cannot be interpreted as used in the Indian 
Corpp^'nies Act as the Municipal Act and Indian Companies 
Act'are not pari Materia. 31 Mad. 40S. 

An insurance company carrying on business at Coea- 
nada, by its agents, at business premises of agents, is not 
liable to profession tax at Ooeanada, 21 Mad. 5 ; see also 24 
Mad, 205 and 22 Cal. 381. 

A joint stock company carrying on money-lending 
business through * agents in Calcutta where it has a 
registered place of business is liable to pay license tax for 
the business carried on. 25 Cal. 483. 

, The Inspector-General of Police, whose official place of 
business with the main body of clerks is in Madras, went on 
tour, and during his absence the Assistant Inspector-General 
in Madras signed letters for him: Held, that the Inspector- 
General was not assessable to profession tax in respect of the 
period when he was absent on tour as he exercised no pro¬ 
fession or held no office within the municipality during that 
pferiod. 22 Mad. 145. 

A member of a firm of Attorneys-at-Law, and Notaries 
Public, which paid the profession tax leviable under S. 103 
of Madras Act, IV of. 1884, also held the appointment of 
Government Solicitor. He practised no other profession 
or business than that exercised by his firm; and the duties of 
Government Solicitor could not be performed by any person 
o^^ than a practising attorney. The Municipality of 
Madras having demanded profession tax in respect of the 
appointment of Government Solicitor in addition to the tax 
paid by the firm of which the holder of the appointment 
was a member: Held that the tax was rightly levl^ 
23 Mad. 529. 

A person carrying on the business of a money-lender is 
liable tg jpay profession tax. 24 Mad. 644. See also 18 
r. <5.“*27i. . 
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A district forest officer who as representative of 
Government conducts a depot for the sale of forest produce 
is not liable to taxation as a trader as the depot is not a 
shop or as a shopkeeper. 25 Mad. 747. 

The income derived by a spiritual leader from offer¬ 
ings made by his disciples is income derived from a 
profession or calling within the meaning of S. 61 (1) 
(6). 68 T. C. 996. 

A mutual insurance company investing its funds for 
interest will be a person carrying on business and will 
be liable to tax under S. 61, clause (l>). Cf, 11 Mad. 
238. See 11 Mad. 253 noted below. 

The term “ money-lender ” implies a continuous and 
systematic lending almost amounting to a trade or 
business. Where therefore a person casually or intermit¬ 
tently invests his surplus funds in mortgage or the 
personal security, he is not to be considered a money¬ 
lender. Where the suit is simply to recover a tax illegally 
levied, no declaration as to future rights and liabilities 
should be given. 26 I. C. 96. 

The word “ person ” must be construed to include any 
company or association or body of i^rsons whether incor- 
porated or not where such construction is not repugnant to 
the context. 

Where therefore two undivided brothers carried on a 
joint trade in one shop and tax had been paid by one 
brother : Held that no tax was pavable by the other brother, 

7 Mad. 74. 

Where a company which has a head office at one place, 
where it pays profession tax, and also carries on subsidiary 
business in another place through an agent who does not 
however act independently and except under instructions 
from the head office the company cannot^ be said to carry on 
any trade at the latter place and is not liable for profession 
tax at that place. 

A merchant does not exercise his trade or calling 
in every place where he has customers. If all that a 
merchant does in a particular place is to solicit ordera 
he cannot be said to exercise or carry on his trade in 
that place, what is done there being only ancillary to the 
exercise of the trade. 46 I. C. 500. 

A temple in gaining a small addition to ^ its in¬ 
come by investing its surplus funds cannot saM to be 
exercising a profession or earning a professional income. 
1928 Maf 569, 51 Mad. 301, 110 I. C. 89. 
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A |»rsoii residing within the municipality and draw¬ 
ing income from rents and houses situated outside it is 
to pay profession tax. 1925 Mad, 607, 48 Mad. 476, 
88 I. C. 662. 

Where a person reading within the local limits of a 
', taluk board, derives his income from money transactions 
in Burma, and the money is transmitted to him within 
the local area of the board, he is liable to pay profes¬ 
sion tax to the board. The governing factor in such a case 
is whether in fact the income was or was not so received. 

• 1932 Mad. 226. 

, Callmg.— The business of investing the funds of a society 
for interest is a calling. 11 Mad. 253, 11. Ind. Jur. 369. 

Carrying on a trade or practising a profession. —The ex¬ 
pression has a well recognised moaning and cannot by any 
straining of language be made to include a person who 
merely works for an employer as a salaried clerk. 

A person can only be said to be carrying on a trade 
in the ordinary sense of the word when he is working 
■for his own profit and not when he is in receipt of a fixed 
salary. Cf. 46 All. 685; 1924 All. 567; 22 All. L. J. 599. 

The term ** carrying on business” implies something 
of private or semi-private nature and not the work of a 
Government official. A person therefore cannot be said to 
be ** carrjdng on business ” within the municipal area in 
discharging his duties as a Subordinate Judge. l933 Oudh 
91, 10 C. W. N 24. 

A public servant such as a Tehsildar or a Naib Teh- 
sildar is appointed to, and holds, an office and does not carry 
on a profession or a calling. 4 Lah. 256; 1924 Tjah. 147. 

See also 44 I. C. 910 as regards Mun.siffs. 

Noie.— In view of the recent amendment of S. 61 (z'ide 
Explanation) the law^ as laid down above has been superseded 
in the Punjab. 

A person who carried on business in Calcutta tendered 
for certain goods to be supplied to the Municipality of 
Howrah. His tender was accepted, and in pursuance of the 
contract between the parties the person sf)ld goods f rom time 
to time to the Howrah Municipality. The Howrah Munici¬ 
pality asked him to take license and prosecuted him for his 
failure to do so: Held that the person could not be said to 
be one who carried on business in Howrah and therefore a 
prosecution could not stand. 1928 Cal. 531; 48 Cal. L. J. 
54; 111 I. C. 114. 
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Transacting business means no more than carrying 
on business and so the mere employment of the agent 
to do some work for the company within municipal limits 
will not make the company liable to pay the tax so long as 
the effective management of the business, its administration 
and control are vested elsewhere. 52 Mad. 207; 1929 Mad. 
409. 

Where a person merely bnys goods in another place 
through an agent and the contract for purchase of mese 
goods is concluded elsewhere the place where the goods 
are bought is not the place where the business was tran¬ 
sacted. Where profits are earned in one place while busi¬ 
ness is controlled from another place it is the latter 
place where the profits must be held to be earned. 1929 
Mad. 14G, 108 T. C. 216. 

Levying profession tax. —Intention of S. 61 (6) is that 
any person engaged in active pursuit of a profession, art, 
trade or calling or holding any appointment, is liable to 
pay profession tax if tiie income he enjoys therefrom 
brings him within any of the clauses specified in the 
schedule. If and when he retires he ceases to be liable. 

The word pension is used generally and without any 
qualifications and must be held to cover political pension 
as well as pension in the ordinary sense and consequently 
a periodical payment made by the State for the support 
of title conferred by it comes within the definition of 
“ pension.” 

Profession tax cannot be said to be due till the pro¬ 
per authority lias assessed the same by the name of 
assessee being placed in the proper class. 

Assessment of taxes payable by each individual is a 
contempiiraneous operation within the period of taxation 
(year or lialf-year) and the power of assessment conferred 
by Taxation Rules to lie properly exercised must be exercised 
within the half-year to wdiich the assessment relates and not 
retrospiectively for several periods together and period of 
limitation for any suit for such tax begins to run from 
such date i-if assessment 

When the words of enactment are clear and impera¬ 
tive, considerations of inconvenience or hardship have no 
place in its application to circumstances falling within 
the words. But where the powers given by it w'ere meant 
to be used in particular circumstances, the fact that great 
hardship and inconvenience w^ould result thereby is a 
reason for so construing the w’ords as to meet all- attempts 
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tcy abase the power, either by exercising them in cases 
not intended by the statute, or by refusing to exercise them 
when the occasion for their exercise has arisen. Then 
again, statutes which impose pecuniary burdens are sub¬ 
ject to the rule of strict construction and in a ease of 
. reasonable doubt the construction most beneficial to the 
subject is to be adopte.i, though the principle of strict 
construction is less applicable where powers are conferred 
on public representative bodies for essentially public pur¬ 
poses. Cf. 1930 Mad. 200; 52 Mad. 866. 

Profession tax varying according to income. — Tax not 

fixed at a flat rate for particular profession, calling or 
trade but varying according to the income of each indi¬ 
vidual assessee is in the nature of a tax on income and 
can only be imposed with the previous sanction of the 
Governor-General-in-Couneil and if this is not done, the 
assessee is not liable to pav it. 9 Lah. 424; 107 I. C. 
601; 1928 Lah, 332 (2). 

Profession tax not illegal.— Where tax is made payable 
according to the trade or profession or calling of a particu¬ 
lar individual, the am )unt n ^t depending on the income of 
the person baton the trade, profession or calling which he 
carried on cannot by any stretch of language be called a 
tax on income merely because the notifitjation imposing the 
tax has^made a proviso that it shall not be leviable from any 
person whose income is less than a jjartieular amount. 
1931 Lah. 508. 

Proviso merely granted an exemption to certain per¬ 
sons who would otherAvise be liable to pay the fax, but owing 
to smallness of income are deemed to be entitled to con¬ 
sideration. 1931 Lah. 503; 32 P. L. R. 403, I3l 1. C. 633. 

Carrying on a trade.— Transacting business for people is 
carrying on trade. 1929 Mad. 146 (2), 27 M. L. W, 243, 108 
I. C. 216. 

Profession Income earned in Rangoon Port brought within 
municipaUty. —A person who has a mone.y-lending business at 
Rangoon, but resides within the limits of the Taluk Board of 
Devakottah, is assessable to profession tax. He, however, 
cannot be assessed on the whole of the income derived by 
him at Rangoon but only on that part of it which he 
actually received within the limits of the Taluk Board. 

In this case a man was liable to pay tax on bis income 
from any sources inside the municipal area. 1932 Mad. 509 
138 I. C. 600, 55 Mad. 848. ’ 
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Clause (c). Tax on vehicles and animals. —^Where a 
vehicle is liable to wheel tax if kept and used within muni¬ 
cipal limits but w'here the vehicle is used within but kept 
outade the municipal limits it is not liable to tax. 22 Bom. 
L. R. 11D4. 

Where animals are taxed, and licensed and an animal 
dies and is replaced by another, the owner must pay the tax 
for the new animal and any tax paid for the dead animal is 
not taken into account. 8 Mad. 327. 

Trollies running on rails in the streets of a municipal 
town pushed or pulled by hand and used by contractors for 
the purpose of carrying materials to fill up a tank are 
"vehicles ” and subject to the wheel tax under Municipal 
Act. 27 I. C. 407. 

Kept within municipal limits. —The possessor of a 
vehicle without use brings the possessor within the scope of 
the section. A motor car kept under repair is a ear kept by 
owner and is liable to taxatit)n. Cf. 40 Mad. 545 ; 35 

I. C. 581. 

Scavenging tax. —The condition precedent for the im¬ 
position of a tax is the provision by the municipality of 
scavenging service and not the actual rendering of it. The 
fact that a shop in the municipal area is not provided with 
a latrine is no justilication for exemption. Even in the 
absence of a lati-ine the scavenging service may do several 
other duties which may legitimately fall within the scope of 
scavenging. 46 I. 0. 682. 

Meaning of house. —A owned a house in Belgaum. It 
was entered as one house in the Municipal Property Regis¬ 
ter. It was divided into 17 separate tenements, and the 
tenements were given separate numbers in the city survey. 
All the tenements had st'parate drains which were connected 
with municipal gutter direct, and were separately occupied 
each by a dilTercnt fanhly. Lastly, each tenement had 
a separate entrance leading through the gate into the high¬ 
way. 

line of the rules framed by the City Municipality of 
Belgaum under S. 46 provided : Every house that lets 
out sullage water into tlie nmnici^ial gutters or municipal 
limits shall pay Rs. 5 per year: 

Heldy that the cess should be charged in respect of each 
tenement and that there was nothing inconsistent in constru¬ 
ing the word " house as separate tenements. 1930 Bom. 68; 
54 Bom. 14. 
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Schedafod texca—Octroi. —Gkxxis merely passitif^ through 
the municipal district in the course of transit to Bombay 
were “ imported ” within the meaning of the rule imposing 
an octroi duty on articles when imported within municipal 
limits and hence were liable to the duty. 22 Bom, 843. , 

It is beyond the power, ».r., ultra vires of a committee to 
levy octroi upon goods which were already outside the octroi 
zone but were brought, after the extension of the octroi 
limits, within the zone; such goods cannot be said to have 
been brought * ’ within the octroi limits for consumption 
within the meaning of this clause. P. R. 2 of 1910 Cr. ;4 
I C. 951. 

When the schedule mentioned copper as liable to duty, 
utensils made of copper cannot be taxed. 8 B. H. O. R. A. C. 
213. 

Octroi on post parcek. —It cannot be contended that 
goods brought in by a postman are not goods brought into 
the octroi limits. Cf. 28 1. O. 480. 

Liability of Government to pay octroi duty.— ITnless ex¬ 
pressly exempted the Crown is bound to pav the town duties. 
25 Mad. 457. 

Water tax and Government Notification.— Under Punjab 
Government Notification No. 585, dated 8th Cletober 1897, 
every occupier of a house within 500 feet from public 
watermain when the house is not connected with the main 
was liable to pay water tax at 2^ per cent, on the rental of 
the house. In a ease a person w’ho occupied a house within 
500 feet from the watermain refused to pay the tax on the 
ground that there was no hydrant within 500 feet from 
the house. On a reference to the Chief Court it was held 
that the expression “ 500 feet from the public watermain in 
the said notification sanctioning the imposition of water tax 
on the rental of all houses and buildings means the public 
watermain from W'hich water can be drawn ** and not ‘'public 
watermain absolutely closed and from which no one can 
benefit as it stands.” 

A municipal committee, therefore, would not be justilied 
in claiming such tax from the occupier of a house merely by 
reason that a closed water pipe passes within 500 feet of the 
house and the nearest hydrant is not within 500 feet of it as 
such occupier is not in a position to benefit by the water¬ 
works. 42 P. R. I9l3; 17 I. C. 149. 

So situated, etc. - S. 61 which prescribes the imposition 
of a water tax upon buildings and lands so situated that 
their oceujHera may benefit by the w'orks, means buildings 
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or lands so situated that their occupiers can derive benefit 
from the works as they stand, and not that by having fur¬ 
ther connections made and paying an additional tax they can 
put themselves into a position to benefit, P. R 42 of 1913; 
17 I. C. 149. 

S. 80-.\ (3) (a) of Government of India Act.—Tax-Valid¬ 
ating Act. —The Punjab District Board (Tax Validating) Act 
of 1927 is not ultra vires and has been placed on the statute 
book according to law having regard to S. 80-A (1) and (3) 
and proviso of Government of India Act. 

The words ^ new tax ” in el. (o), sub-s. (3), S. 80-A 
are wide enough to cover the case of a tax which has been 
newly or recently imposed, 1932 Lah. 87, 134 I. C. 110, 33 
P. L. B. 135. 

Imposition of Haisiat T«us—Validating Act. —Where the 
decree is brief and ambiguous the pleadings of the parties 
should be looked at to ascertain the precise scoiie and mean¬ 
ings of the decree. 

On imposition of a tax known as the Haisiat Tax by the 
District Board, P instituted a suit for injunction and obtained 
a decree restraining the Board from realizing the tax. 
Subsequently on the passing of the Validating Act HI of 1927, 
validating the imposition of the tax the board jn’oceeded to 
realize the tax from the assessees. P presented an application 
for execution of his decree against the Board. From the 
plea^ngs and issues it appeared that what P claimed was that 
the Haisiat Tax as imposed under S. 30, Punjab District Board 
Act, was ultra vires and it was this tax that the decree res¬ 
trained the Board from realizing; 

Held, that the tax w^ch the Board were trying to realize 
derived its sanction not merely from the Punjab District 
Board Act, but the Validating Act, 1927. To such a tax the 
decree had no application at all and could therefore be exe¬ 
cuted as regards the realization of such tax. 14 Lah. 230; 
1933 Lah. 41; 140 1. C. 533, 

Mucellaaeous—Estoppel. —The plaintiff paid a house-tax 
at the rate of Ksi 0 foi’ the year 1890 without any protcpt. 
When the tax was sought to he levied from plaintiff at the 
same rate for the year 1891, he objected to the levy as ille^ 
and excessive and paid the tax under a protest. He then sued 
to recover what he alleged was an excess charge of ito. 3 
in respect of the tax for l89l. His claim was rejected on the 
ground that he was estopped from recovering the alleged 
by reason of his having psdd the tax for 1899 wHlj-' 
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out protest: Held that the suit was not barred. The I6vy' 
of tax in each year gives a new and distinct cause of actioii 
and.the payment of the tax without protest for one year does' 
not b^r a suit to recover a sum paid in a subsequent year 
under protest on account of a tax which w’as not Jegally- 
chargeable for that year. 17 Bom. 510. 

Limitation of suit for th« recovery of taxes.— Assuming . 
that such a suit lies the suit wdll be governed by. Article 12U . 
of the I^imitation Act. 3 Mad. 123. 

Jurisdiction of^mail Cause Court.— A suit i‘or recovery of 
a municipal tax is not cognizable by a Small Cause Court 
under Act XI of 1865. 9 Mad. 110 and 3 Mad. 110. 

62. (1) A committee may, at a special meeting, pass a 

resolution to propose the imposition of any tax under section 61. 

(2) Whoi such a resoluti<m has been passed the com* 
mittec shall publish a notice, defining the class of persons or 
description of property proposed to be taxed, the amount or 
rate ot the tax to be imposed, and the system of assessment 
to be adopted. 

(3) Any inhabitant objecting to the proposed tax may, 
within thirty 4lays from the publication of the said notice, sub* 
mit his objection in' writing to the committee; and the com¬ 
mittee' shall at a ‘spnciai meeting tskke his objection into con¬ 
sideration. 

(4) If the conunittee decides to amend its proposals or 
any them, it shall publish amended proposals, along vdth a 
notice indi c atin g that they suw in modincation of those previous¬ 
ly published f<Mr objection. 

(5) Any objections which may within thirty days be 
recerred to -the amended proposals stthll be dealt with in the 
manner prescribed in sub-section (3). 

(6) When the committee has finally settled its proposals, 
it shidl; if the proposed tax falk under clauses {b) to (/) of sub¬ 
section (1) ot section 61 direct that the ta.x be imp<^sed, and 
dull forward a copy of its order to that effect through the Com- 
tnissiotiMr, to the local Government and if the proposed tax 
faffs unckv any other provision, it shall silbmit its proposals 
tdgethsw with the objection, if any, made in connection Uiere- 
wkh, to the Commissioner. 

.(7) If the proposed tax falls under clause (a) dF sub-section 
(1) of section 61, the Commissioner, after considering the objec¬ 
tions racehred under sub-sections (3) and (5), may either, reiwa 
to sMiction the pr^osMs or return them to the committee for 
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or widi such modificaticm not involvmg an mcrease of die 
amount to he imposed, as he deems fit, forwardittf to the local 
Government a copy of die proposals and his order of sanction; 
and if the tax falls under suh-section (2) or (3) of section 61, 
the Commissioner shall submit the proposals smd objections witii 
his recommendations to the local Government. 

(8) The local Government on receiving proposals for 
taxation under sub’section (2) or (3) may sanction or refuse 
to sanction the same, or return them to the cimunittee for 
further consideration. 

(9) When any such proposal which requires the furdier 
sanction of the Govemor>Genersd-in-Council, Iws hem sanction¬ 
ed 1]^ the local Government, it shall submit the same to 
the Govemor-General-in-Council, with the objections (if any), 
received through the committee ; and the Goverhor-General-in- 
CouncU may sanction die proposal, or refuse to suction it, or 
return it to the local Government for further consideratum. 

(10) (a) When a copy of an order under sub-sections 
(6) and (7) has been received, or, 

(&) when a proposal has been suctioned under sub¬ 
section (8) or sub-section (9), 

the local Government shall notify the imposition of the tax in 
accordance with such order or proposal, ud shall in the noti¬ 
fication specify a date not less than three months from the date 
of the notification, on which the tax shall come into force. 

(11) A tauc leviable by the year shall come into force <m 
the first day of January or on the first day of April ch* on the 
first day of July, or oh the first day of October in any. year, 
and if it comes into force on any other than the first day of 
the year by which it is leviable shall be leviable by the quarter 
till the first day of such year then next ensuing. 

(12) A notification of the imposition of a tax under thi# 
Act shall be conclusive evidence that the tax has been imposed 
in accordance with the provisions of the Act. 

Notes. 

S. 45 of the old Act. In Act ITI of 1911 the old sect 
was slightly modified to suit amendments of S. 61. S. 62 of 
the Aet III of 1911 has now been entirely recast and sub- 
, stituted by S. 30 of Act III of 1933. Cls» l, 2 and 3 have 
, been, retained while Cls. 8 and 9 now appear as Cls. 11 and 
' |2. The remaining clauses have been entiii«ly precast, i 
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Analogous LaiW',—‘ 

S. 121, Behar and Orissa Muni- 
. cipal Act, 1922, 

Ss. 75 & 76, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

Ss. 60, 61 & 62 (a) (ti), Bombay 
District Municipal Act, III 
of 1901. 

Ss. 62 (8) & 96 Bombay City 
Municipal Act, III of 1888. 
Ss. 51, Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898. 


Ss. 61, 63, 65 and 89, Canton¬ 
ment Act, II of 1924. 

S. 67, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act U of 1922. 

Ss. 62 (1), 80, & 82 Madras 
District Municipal Act, V of 
1920. 

Ss. 131, 132 & 135, U. P. Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 

S. 31, Punjab District Board Act, 
1883. 


Proceedure.— The Act of its own force creates neither 
any taxes nor any taxpayers, but provides that, if the ptoper 
measures are taken, both may come into existence and em¬ 
powers the municipalities to take those measures. There 
is no provimon for taxing at all otherwise than by prescrib¬ 
ing the machinery. If it does not exist, there can be no 
tax at ail; nor unless it is applied can there be any debt due 
from any person. The particular measures prescribed are 
mentioned in the appropriate sections afterwards and unless 
the conditions prescribed are fulfilled, the tax has no legal 
existence. A statute not only enacts its substantive pro¬ 
visions but as a necessary result of legal logic, it also enacts 
as a legal proposition everything essential to the existence 
of the specific enactments.’’ 1 Mad. 158. 

FtMTinalities for impociag taxes. —The S. 62 (12) has not 
introduced any new change in the existing state of the law 
beyond making S. 62 self-contained, it expressly dispenses 
with the necessity of reading it in conjunction with the 
corresponding provisions of the General Clauses Act. There¬ 
fore whether the old municipal Act or the new one is ap¬ 
plied, the law makes the notification of the imposition of the 
tax issued by the local Government the conclusive proof of 
the fact that “ the tax has been imposed in accordance with 
the provisions ” of the law applicable and so the moment 
the notification is pro%'ed to have been published the judge 
is expressly directed to dispense with all corroborative 
evidence and to forbid all opposing evidence and to draw the 
presumption of law that tax is imposed in accordance with 
the provisions of the law authorizing its imposition. 

The Act being intended to make better provisions for 
organisation and administration of municipalities, any tax 
imposed as a means to this end is within its purposes. 

The statutory requirement is the presence of a particular 
quorum for the validity of a spedal meeting. It does not 
reqinre that the quorum must be of members served with 
potted of iiieetii%. 
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The pioViMonB in respect of the certificate that the 
ibroceedings have been confirmed as required by the bumness 
^e-laws are merely directory and not mandatory. 

Taking into consideration the intention of either sending, 
giving or serving notice of a special meeting which is to 
invite every member because he must be ^ven facility to 
exercise his right to attend it and influence its deliberations, 
the committee, if it adopts the procedure of sending round 
one eoihmon notice to all members can be reasonably expec¬ 
ted to send it round to everyone of the members concerned as 
often as possible in order that the call may come to his notice. 

Where municipal records are in due order and state that 
meetings are held, it will be presumed, in the absence of 
clear evidence to the contrary, that such meetings are 
duly summoned and properly conducted. Thus mere circum¬ 
stance that the matter of personal service of notice of a 
meeting to a member is left in doubt and its proof is not 
forthcoming is no reason for holding that meeting is not duly 
summoned and properly conducted. 

A formality which is directed by the legislature is 
imperative but if it is prescribed by ordinary individuals 
and corporations it is directory merely, 1930 Nag. 157. 

impositia*!! of a new tax (S. 62). —The necessary formalities 
under S. 60*, Bombay District Municipal Act were observed, 
and the sanction of Government was obtained to the imposition 
of terminal tax on the articles mentioned in the schedule, with 
the exception of item 20, which included fruits. The muni¬ 
cipality then published a notice under S. 60* that a tax 
would be levied on these articles from a certain date. 
The municipality, however, were dissatisfied with the order 
of Government disallowing the item 20, and they moved 
Government to accord their sanction to the addition of 
item 20 to the list of articles liable to the terminal tax. 
This was done without observing the formalities required 
by S. 60* and without giving any notice to the objec¬ 
tors, or affording them any opportunity of raising any 
objections to the proposed addition. The suggestion of 
the municipaUty was approved by Government, and item 
20, including fruits, was added to the list; 

Held, that the levy of tax on articles included in 
item 20 amounted to the imposition of a new tax and 
therefore for this addition made the procedure provided 
by Chapter V should have been followed and the muni- 


* S. 6^ of the Punjab Municipal Act, 
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dpallty had no right to levy a new tax Without cdniply- 
ing with the formalities which are laid down by the Act. 
1927 Bom. .527, 104 I. C. 666; 51 Bom. 76i. 

Defect ni procedure. —The procedure prescribed should 
be strictly adhered to. If therefore the special meeting 
of the committee at w^hich the objections of the assessee 
to a proposed tax are considered or the special meeting 
at which the tax is finally imposed were neither of them 
properly constituted the iniposition of the tax will not be 
-valid. 21 All. 348, 

Failure to fix the scale. —If the commissioners at a 
meeting did not fix the scale or rate of the tax,- the 
assessment or levy of the tax must be deemed to be ultra 
vires. 9 I. C. 218. 

Notification not mentioning specific rate leviable but 
callinfi: for objection is not the notification contemplated by 
S. 80* Madras District Municipal Act and municipality has 
no jurisdiction to levy the tax. 1932 Mad. 1; 62 Mad. L. J. 
175; 136 I. C. 346. 

Provisions directory or mandatory. —As the authority to 
levy taxes does not exist unless conferred by statute, so it 
can be exercised no further than it is clearly given. For 
instance, where a municipality is authorised to levy taxes 
after contracts for lighting and water purposes have been 
made, they have no power to levy a water and lighting tax 
before the contracts are made. If the mode in which the 
authority shall be exercised is prescribed, that mode must be 
pursued. 

There is, however, some difficulty at times to distin¬ 
guish provisions which are imperative from those which 
are directory merely. It may be laid down generally that 
provisions whose object is to protect the tax-payer are 
mandatory and that those intended merely to promote 
despatch, method, system, etc., are generally directory. For 
instance, a provision requiring a tax to * be levied on a 
day named is merely directory ; and the duty may be 
performed within a reasonable time thereafter. Provisions 
as to assessment roll arc mandatory. Where a tax is 
not legally imposed, the assessment will be invalid and 
liability to pay the same does not arise. Aiyangar’s 
Corporations in British India,” pt 276. 

Rate of tax.— Under S. 62, a percentage once fixed 
remains in force inspite of new valuation until the order of 

* porrespomb to S. 62 of the Punjab-Muriicipa! Act. • 
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tfee commfesioiiers determining such percentage is rescinded 
atid until the commissioners at a meeting determine such 
other percentage on the valuation of the holdings at which 
the rate-will be levied from the beginning of the next year. 
Cf. 1929 P. C. 272, 119 I. C. 622. 

Enhancement ef ta*. — The procedure for enhancement 
of an existing tax must be the same as that prescribed 
for the imposition of a new tax. 21 All. 348. 

Notice of meetings for imposing taxes. —Under Bombay 
District Municipal Act (VI of 1873) it vras held that as 
required by law all the members of the comihitlee were, 
entitled to notice and such a notice . was a condition 
precedent to the validity of the tax itself. The mere fact 
of the sanction of the Governor-General-in-Council could 
not cure the inherent defect and illegality of such a 
resolution of the meeting of the commissioners. The rules 
as to notice are mandatory. 7 Bom. 399. 

Where notice as required by the section was insuffi¬ 
cient, liability for pa^nent could not be avoided and where 
nonpayment of a tax is an offence, the assessor cannot 
avoid punishment. The maximum quod fieri non debet fac¬ 
tum valet was applied. The revision of the tax >vas not neid 
to be a nullity. 7 Mad. 65. 

Section 62 (2).-— When the municipal council pr.>poses to 
levy a tax it must inform the public at what rate it is going 
to collect the tax. A reference to the provisions laying clown 
the maximum rate is not sufficient. 1926 Mad. 830: "96 
1. O. 690. 

Clause (3).— These provisions for forwarding the opinion 
of the municipality on the objections of the inhabitants to the 
local Government are an essential p^rt of the machinery 
provided by the section for the legal imposition of a tax. 
These clauses expressly require the municipality to take such 
objections into consideration and to report their decision 
thereon to the local Government. The requirements will 
not be satisfied by the cliairman of the committee considering 
these objections and reporting his decision to local Govern¬ 
ment. Had the object of the legislature been solely to give 
the municipality an opportunity oi answering these objec¬ 
tions, one should expect to find only a simple dii^etion to 
forward the objections with such comments on them as the 
municipality might think proper, CJ, 9 Bom. 61. 

' Presumptioa Im to the regi^ity of. the proc^wre.—tjt 

will' be> 'presumed that the municipality has used the regular 
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procedure, sad that the eommpa eourse of busii»0S3 liw been 
followed in particular cases. A person alleging that any 
tax is illegal because the strict procedure was not followed, 
must prove l^is defence. 20 Bom. 732; 19J3 Cal. 347. 

Under S. 114 (c), Evidence Act, if an official act is 
proved to have been done, it will be presumed to have been 
r^ulariy done; but where certain things are required to be 
done by statute before any liability attaches in resist of 
any right or obligation it is for him who alleges that it has 
been incurred to prove that the prescribed things have 
been actually done, and no presumption arises of their having 
been done. 

Where, therefore, it is not proved that the order 
applying Bart VI, Municipal Act, to a particular muni¬ 
cipality was promulgated under the provision of S. 222 of 
the Bengal District Municipal Act, no presumption can arise 
that it was so promulgated. The fact that in the previous 
year the accused had applied for a license does not throw 
upon him the onus of showing that the order was not 
promulgated as required by the Act. 1932 Cal. 833 ; 36 C. W. 
N. 823; 139 I. C. 134; 1933 Cal. 347. 

Coosideratioa of objections. —In a case innumerable peti¬ 
tions against the proposed taxation were received and were 
ordered to lie on me table for zl da>8 for the members to 
read. In the meeting convened tor considering them a 
majority of members pronounced them to be invalid. The 
petitions were not read at the meeting. It was held it was 
sufficient consideration. Section only requires consideration 
and is silent as to the amount and quality of that considera¬ 
tion. 21 Bom. 630. 

Cmditions for the legal imposition of tax. —In 1891 the 
Surat Municipality appointed a committee to revise the 
taxation of the city proposing to reduce some of the existing 
taxes and impose others with a view of obtaining a better 
water-supply tor the city. A scheme of taxation drafted by 
the committee was subsequently adopted by the municipality 
and it included a new house tax. The municipality then 
issued a notice under S. 21 of Act VI of 1873 (jeorres- 
ponding to S. 62 of the Punjab Act) setting forth the 
particulars of the proposed tax and requiring objections to 
be lo^ed within a fortnight from the date of the notice. 
A number of objections were received. Then at a special 
meeting these objections were conridered and held to be 
invalid. The proposal was forwarded to Government and 
the tax was sanction^ The |^ep br|C^jbjt ^ suit 

for lermahieiii injjunpc^on retifcItinUig 
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levying the house tax from the plainti ff. Plaintiff alleged 
that the provisions of Bombay Act, VI of 1873 were not 
observed and the imposition of the tax was illegal. He 
contended that, because municipal commissioners who passed 
the resolution regarding the tax did not themselves know for 
what purpose the tax was to be imposed, there was no valid 
imposition of the tax by a muniei])al body intending to levy 
it, but it was held that under the circumstances, the object 
of levying the tax was well-known to the commissioners. 
The plaintiff further raised several objections in connection 
with the notice under S. 2l of the Act, but they were all 
overruled by the High Court holding that merely because 
the notice convening the meeting did not specify the object 
of the meeting, the resolution passed at it could not ^ 
deemed irregular or invalid, that it vras not necessary to 
mention the purpose of the tax in the notice, that the notice 
was not bad for having omitted ti> sjxjcify the nature and 
amount of the tax bt‘cause the statement therein that such 
amount would depend on the valualion of the property was 
sii'licient for the purposi'. 

Plaintiff also (juestioned the legality of the tax on the 
gr mud that tlie various objections t>f the rate-payers had 
not lieen sulticiently considered, but the court held that the 
said objections had all been taken into consideration. He 
also contended that the tax was bad because of the omissioil 
to state whether it was to be paid in advance or not, but it 
was clear tliat the tax had been made payable partly in 
advance and partly in arrears. 

The last contention of the plaintiff was that the assess- 
m- nt of the value of the pro|}erty classified had been made 
upon an erroneous basis and not according to the amended 
rules, but the High (Jourt was of opinion that even if 
this contention were w’ell foundeil, it could not effect tlie 
validity of the tax. Tlie persons taxed had a right of 
appeal to have the valuation set laght. 21 Bom. 630. 

Tax payable half yearly—tax increased during 2nd half 

year. - A gentleman was assessed to profession tax and paid 
one moiety of the tax for the first half-year. During the 
second half-year the .(Vet was i*cpealed and the new Act 
raised the amount of the tax and a moiety of this increased 
tax w'as demanded from the gentleman for the second half- 
year. The profession tax was a yearly tax payable in two 
instalments. It was contended on behalf of the assessee that 
the assessment under the old Act continued for the year and 
that under S. 2 the tax levied under the new Act continued 
for the full year: Held that though the tax was a yearly tax, 
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half-yearly liatolity is incurred in respect thereof by the' 
tax-payer and that for the^^second half-year he roust pay the 
moiety at a higher rate according to the new Act which 
caroe into force before the 'second half-year commenced. 
8 Mad. 429. 

A tax leviable by the year is under this section leviable 
by the calendar year. P. R. 4 of 1898. 

Clause (12).— The section precludes a court from holding 
that a tax which has been duly notified has not been legally 
imposed. A defect in the constitution of the committee 
which imposed the tax is a mere informality and is protected 
under sub-section 12. Cf. 46 1. C. 682. 

A public notification that a tax has been imposed is con¬ 
clusive evidence that it has been imposed in accordance with 
law and a civil court is debarred from questioning the legality 
of the imposition. A suit for restraining the committee 
from imposing or collecting the tax is not maintainable. Cf. 
1923 Rang. 75 and 1930 Nag. i57. 

Procedure for assessing immovable property. 

63. The committee shell cause an assessment list of all 
buihiuigs and lands on which any tax is imposed to be pre¬ 
pared containing — 

(a) the name of the street or division in whi:h the 
property is situated ; 

(^b) tile designation of the property, either by name or 
by number, sufident for identification ; 

(c) die names of the owner and occupier, if known ; 

(d) the suittual value, area, er Imgdi of frontage on 

whidi the property is assessed ; and 

(c) die auMMut of the tax assessed dwreon by the 
cenunittee. 


Notes. 

S. 56 (1) of the old Act. 

Eneeutive Officers Act— Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committee but may be exercised by 
executive officers in municipalities to which the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended, vide S. 4 {b) of the said Act. 
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See. 63l] 


Anialo^ous Law '— 

S. 103, Bengal District Municipal 
Act, 1884. 

S. 136, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

Ss. 89, 101, & lOfj, Behar and 
Orissa Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 78, Bombay Municipal Boroughs 
Act, 1925. 

S 63, Bombay District Municipal 
Act, III of 1901. 


S. 156, Bomljay City Municipal 
Act, in of 1888. 

S. 60, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

S 143, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, m of 1923. 

S. 66, Cantonment Act, 11 of 1924. 
S 141, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


General Clauses Act — assessment under new Act. —Assess¬ 
ment under S. 101 of the Bengal Act, is not a right acquired 
within the meaning of General Clauses Act merely because 
assessment under that Act is more, beneficial than the one 
subsequently imposed by the new Act; but is a liability in¬ 
curred. The assessment under the Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act is not, therefore, ultra vires when it is properly 
levied. Moreover, the result of allowing the contention of 
ultra vires would be that any person who had been assessed 
under the old Bengal Act with all its provisions could not 
in any circumstances whatsoever come under the jurisdiction 
of the municipalities of B<?har and Orissa under the Act of 
1922 and it will have the effect of rt'pealing S. 1 of the 
Act of 1922 and thus result in assessment of such persons 
under an Act which is already rejx'aled. 1930 Pat. 189. 

, Scheme of asseument. - The scheme of assessment pro¬ 
vided by the Act is that there shall be a preliminary valua¬ 
tion pi*epared by the committee (Ss. 63 and 64), that com¬ 
plaints against that valuation shall be investigated and the 
valuation determined by the committee and list shall be 
authenticated by two members (Ss. 65 and 66) and if it is 
desired to amend the lists thereafter, the owner of the pro¬ 
perty is entitled to object and must heard by the com¬ 
mittee before the lists can be amended (Ss. 67 and 68). 
Where the preliminary list published assesses some property 
at Rs 350 and the owner objected to this as being unduly 
high and was informed that his objections will be investigat¬ 
ed on a particular date but on his failure to attend, the 
assessment was enhanced to Rs. 380, it was held that the 
enhancement was illegal ':and the owner was entitled to a 
fresh notice Ijefore the assessment should be enhanced. 

Where it is alleged that the committee has disregarded 
the provisions of the Act which lay down the procedure to be 
followed by it in determining the annual value, the question 
arises as to the basis of the principles of assessment and the 
matter can be referred to the High Court under S. 84. Cf. 
V$21 Rang. 123; 101 I. C, 666, 
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[See; 64 & 65 

S. 62 lays down the general procedure to be followed 
in imposition of all or any of the taxes under the Municipal 
Act; Ss. 63 to 68 lay down the further procedure which must 
precede the levy of a tax on buildings and land. 

and compie- the assessment list has bsen completed^ the 

tion of assess- committee shall give public notice thereof, and of the place 
ment list where the list or a copy thereof may be inspected ; and every 
person claiming to be either owner or occupier of property 
included in the list, and any authorised agent of such person, 
shall be at liberty to inspect the list and to mdce extracts there* 
from without charge. 

Notes. 


S. 57 of the old Act. 


Executive Officers Act. - Duty imposed under this section 
shall not be performed by the committee but may be perform¬ 
ed by Executive Officer in municipalities to which the Execu¬ 
tive Officers Act has teen extended, vide S. 4 (^ 7 ) of that Act. 


Analogous Law: — 

S. 112, Bengal Act, Tfl of 18«4. 

R. 61, Bonilov Act, fl! of 
1901. 

S, 80, Bomlny Mnnicipal 

Boroughs Act, 192'). 


S 70, Madras Act fV of 1884. 

R. 61, Burma Act. TTf of 1898 
R 142, U. p. Act, TI of 19'6. 

R 1 •.o. Behar and Orissa Act, 
VIf of 1922. 

i R. 67, OaMtonment .\ct, ff of 1924. 


Public notice 65. (1) The committee shall at the time of the publica- 

of time fixed such assessment list give public notice of a time, not less 

a^ss m e than one month thereafter, when it will proceed to^ revise the 

list valuation and assessment ; and in all cases in which any pro¬ 

perty is for the first time asssssed, or the assessment thereof is 
increased, it shall also give notice thereof to the owner or occu¬ 
pier of the property. 

(2) All objections to the valuation and assessment shall be 
made in writing before the time fixed in the notice, or orally or 
in writing at that time. 

Notes. 

S. 58 of the old Act. 

Executive Officers Act. — Duties under this section shall 
not be performed by the committee but may be performed by 
Executive Officer in municipalities to which the Executive 
Offieera Act has been extended under S. 4 (b) (it). The power 
to revise the valuation and assessment conferred by S. 65 
shall be exercised by a sub-committee consisting of the 
executive officer and two members appointed for tlie 
purpose. 
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Analogous Law :— « Ss. 160 & 162, Bombay City Muni- 

Ss. 113, & 135, Bengal District cipal Act, III of 1888. 

Municipal Act, 1884. S. 62, Burma Municipal Act, III 

Ss. 147 & 148, Bengal Munici- of 1898. 

pal Act, XV of 1932. S. 137, Calcutta Municipal Act, 

S, 116, Behar and Orissa Munici- in of 1923. 

pal Act, 1922. S. 68, Cantonment Act, n of 1924, 

S. 81, Bombay Municipal Bo- S. 143, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
roughs Act, 1925. 1916. 

S. 65, Bombay District Municipal 
Act, m of 1901. 

Notice.— The notice to the owner or occupier must state 
that the property has been proposed to be assessed and that 
this assessment will be revised within one month of the 
publication of the notice. In a case a municipal council 
purporting to act under a similar provision served upon the 
plaintiff a notice in the following terms: “I have the honour 
to forward herewith a list showing the amount of land and 
Avater taxes due for 1895-96 on devastanam lands within 
the limits of this municipality and to request that you will 
be good enough to cau.se the amount to be remitted to this 
office, etc:” Held that the notice was bad. It was more a 
demand for tax assumed to have been already properly 
assessed than a notice that the plaintiff will be assessed as 
from some future date mentioned in it so as to give her an 
opportunity, if so advised, of appealing ‘against the assess¬ 
ment. 23 Mad. 532. 

Revision of assessment. —It is clearly the duty of the 
municipil committee or the executive officer under 
the section to issue a notification when the committee 
has completed the revision of the assessment books 
which will give the tax-payers due notice that they 
have an opportunity of disputing the revised assess¬ 
ment. To give a vague notice that the council “ proposes to 
increase the taxes ” is certainly not to give a notice that 
the committee has revised the assessment of their property 
and that they may come in and dispute it. Where such a 
notification is not such as should have been issued and 
where the tax-payers are not, as required by the rules, in¬ 
formed that a Tension of the assessment of their property 
has been completed and that they have an opportunity of 
coming forw’ard and disputing it as it affects them, a tax 
imposed without such a compliance with the Act in that 
respect is clearly illegal. Cf. 1931 Mad, 808. 

Municipal council is not a public officer and no notice 
is necessary under S. 80, O. P. C. and if the contention were 
uj^eld the provisions of S. 49 of this Act would be super¬ 
fluous. 1931 Mad, 808, 



Altilouffh the Aet requires that the assessment of ]»rd- 
perty for the purpose of house tax should be revised every 
year, there is nothing in the Act to show that, if for any 
reason revision or assessment is not made every year no 
house tax can be collected or that the old assessment lapses. 
In such a ease the tax should be collected on the old assess¬ 
ment. Madras Act requires revision every live years. Cf, 
1931 M. 808. 

No doubt it is desirable that the notification that a tax 
is to be levied or enhanced should be published before the 
date from which the levy or enhancement comes into 
force but S. 80* of the Madras Aet, IV of 1884 as it 
stood then, cannot be read as a vital and pre-requisite 
necessity so that if the publication does not precede 
the date on which the tax is to come into force, tlie levy 
of tax from that date is illegal. There is nothing in the 
section to show that the tax is to become legally en- 
foreeable only after the notification is published. The sec¬ 
tion lays the duty on the chairman to publish the notifica¬ 
tion “ forthwith.'* The fact that a notification happened to 
be published in the District Gazette five days after the com¬ 
mencement of the financial year does not make the levy of 
the tax at the enhanced rate from the beginning of that year 
illegal, 135 I. C. 311; 1931 Mad. 808. 

Revised assessment —A revised assessment affects a 
variety of persons with a variety of different interests 
and some of the assessees are not entitled to represent the 
other assessees in a suit to obtain a permanent injunction 
restraining the municipality from collecting the taxes under 
the revised assessment. 1933 Bombay 175; 57 Bom. 270.— 

Under S. 162, Bombay Municipal Act, special 
notice on an owner of a house should be served when 
there is an enhancement in assessment. If the notice is served 
on a person who recovers rent on behalf of the family, the 
service may be called proper service under the Aet, because 
sudb a servant is a servant of the family of the owners within 
tte meaning of sub clause (&) of S. 4351 of the Act. 1928 
Bom. 104 

In construing these sections I think it is permissible 
to consider the aim, the scope and the object of the statute. 
If the intention of the legislature was that the widest possi¬ 
ble powers should be given to the municipal authorities in 
order that the object of the Aet should be carried out, then 


* Corresponds to S. 65 of the Punjab Act, but the wording is peculiar. 
iQorresponds to S, 215 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 



I think it is the duty of a judge to put upon these seetiona 
wMt is ealled a beneficial construction. 

In my opinion, having regard to thfe object of the City 
of Bombay Municipal Act, any construction which would 
facilitate the carrying out of that object ought to be adopted 
rather than any construction which would retard the fulfil¬ 
ment of the purpose and object of the statute. 1928 Bom. 

104 ; 30 Bom. L. R. 169; 108 I. C. 488. 

Increase of Msessnaenl — onus. —The onus is not on the cor¬ 
poration where the corporation seeks to increase the asses- 
See’s assessment to show that the value of the land has 
increased. It is for the assessee to show that it has not 
increased. 1928 Cal. 450; 32 C. W. N. 378; 109 I. C. 618. 

S. 65 and S. 86. —The rate fixed for the tax continues 
unchanged and is to be considered as the rate for the year 
until altered. There is no provision in the Act which pro¬ 
vide that at every time there is a fresh valuation, there must 
be a formal meeting to fix the percentage, even though the 
committee intended the same percentage to continue. The 
municipality may, owing to ignorance of the facts, assess the 
owner where they ought to assess the occupier and vice versa. 

The aggrieved person has his remedy under S. 65, which 
provides that a person who disputes his liability to be assessed 
may apply to the committee under that section. Until 
the aggrieved person has exhausted the remedies which the 
Act ^vides, he cannot invoke the assistance of the civil 
courts, C/. 1926 Cal. 607; 53 Cal, 453. 

AMCMinent list presumed to be correct.— Although an assess¬ 
ment list prepared by a municipality is not the final or sole 
test of the liability of the assessee to pay the particuliir taxes 
there is a presumption that the assessment list was duly 
published at the time the assessment was made and that 
after due publication it became final, and if an a»pe§see 
alleges in the face of an entry in such a list that an alleged 
to was never paid by him or his predecessor-in-interest but 
bv a third person, the burden is on him to prove that it was 
so realized. l930 Pat. 370; 126 I. C. 908. 

66. (1) After the objectioiis have been enquired iqtn Settiemen 

and the pe^ns making them have been allowed an opportunity ® 

Of beinf heard either in perwn or by authorind agent, as they 
may fit, and the revision of the valuation mid asyessmwt 

hM been completed the amendments made in the list shall be 
ihe signatures of not l ess tha n tw o members 
. autbqnticated by - exM^ve officer 

ef the committee, who shall at the same time cerf% tiiat 
no valid objection has hams made to the valuation and 
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asseMment contained in the Brt, except in the cases in 
which amendments have been entered therein; and, subject 
to such amendments as may thereafter be duly made the tax 
so assessed shall be deemed to be the tax for the year common- 
cing on the first day of January or first day of April next 
ensuing as the committee may determine, or in the case of a 
tax then imposed for the first time for the period between the 
date on which the tax comes into force and such first day of 
January or April, as the case may be. 

(2) The list when amended under this section shsJil be 
deposited in the committee’s office and shall there be open 
during office hours to all owners or occupiers of property 
comprised therein or the authnrized agents of such persons, 
and a public notice that it is so open shall forwith be published. 

Notes. 

S. 59 of the old Act. 

Executive Officers Act.— In municipaiities to which tifis Act 
is extended the words “executive oliicer” shall bi*. deemed to 
be substituted ior words italicisetl. Powers under this 
section shall not be exercised by committee but may be exer¬ 
cised by executive orficer in municipalities to which the 
Executive Officers Act has been extended. 

Analogous Law: — : !S lUG, Bombay City Muuicipiil 

£>. ll4, Bengal District Municipal , Act, IGSa. 

Act, i884. S. t>y ti;, Burma Municipal Act, 

S. 149, Bengal Municipal Act, i 111 of 1898. 

XV of 1932. ' S. 140, Calcutta City Municipal 

S. 117, Behar and Orissa Munici- Act, 1923. 

pal Act, 1922. i B. G9, Cantonment Act, U of 

S. 81 (4j & (o), Bombay Municipal. 1924. 

Boroughs Act, 192u. ' Ss. 143 & 144, U. P. Municipali- 

Ss. 05 (3; 1,4) and Bombay tics Act, l9l6. 

District Municipal Act, Ill of 

1901. 

A ss es s m ent of tax without disposal of objections.— Where 
an assessee preferred his objection under Municipal Act but 
municipality failed to dispose of that objection in the manner 
provide in the Act, a suit by the municipality to enforce its 
claim for the tax assessed by it can be rightly dismissed. 
1929 Pat. 235; 119 1. C. bd4. 

Jurisdiction of civil courts,— Having regard to the pro¬ 
visions of Ss. 64--69 no civil court has jurisdiction to 
enquire into a question of fact which the legislature has 
placed within the jurisdiction of the municipal authorities the 
subject matter of the Act, e. g„ imposition of tax on a holding 
as a dwelling house when the validity of the proceedu^ 
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under whieh or by which the municipal authorities came to 
assess this holding as a dwelling house is not challenged and 
is not shown to be ultra vires of the authorities. Cf, 1930 
Pat. 189. 

AMeument ultra vires. — Where an application objecting 
to assessment is not referred to commissioners as provided by 
S. 114* of the Bengal District Municipal Act, all the subse¬ 
quent proceeding with regard to assessment and realization 
of taxes are ultra vires and the applicant is entitled to relief 
in respect thereof. 

The municipal authority after acting ultra vires in not 
disposing of the objections to the original assessment under 
S. 113t> cannot protect themselv'^es by making fresh asseas- 
ment and leaving the original objection to the assessability of 
the holding undisposed of. The two assessments cannot be 
treated independently. 

Where demand is made from a tax-payer and he pays the 
taxes under protest, that is to say, on an understanding that 
he w’ould be entitled bo a refund if his contention that the 
demand was ultra vires w'as correct a suit for the recovery 
of such taxes need not be filed within three months. 1926 
Pat. 547, 96 I. C. 444. 

List not signed still valid. —It may be that if the list is not 
signed it cannot be accepted as conclusive evidence as provid¬ 
ed by the section. But the mere fact that the officer did not 
sign the list cannot affect the question as to whether the 
levy was legal or not, particularly when the amount fixed 
under the list is not challenged. 1921 Bom. 236, 45 Bom. 
611, 60 I. O. 578. 

Revised list not made by executive officer or standing 
committee to whom the powers are delegated.— The Munici¬ 
pality of Lonavala, constituted under the Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 192.5, did not appoint a standing com¬ 
mittee as required by S. 371 but made a rule whieh was 
sanctioned by the Government under S. 58$ \,b) [=31 (/) of 
Punjab Act] read with S. 46t [=33 of the Punjab Act] 
of the Act delegating to the president all powers or duties 
or executive functions to be exercised or performed on behalf 
of the municipality. The municipality prepared under S. 801 
a revised assessnumt list of houses within its limits and 
obj ections to w’hich were disjiosed of by the i)resident under 
the authority of the above rule: 


* Correspomls to S. 66 of the Punjab Act. 
t S. G5 of the Punjab Act. 

t References are to sections of the Bombay Municipal Itoronglis 
Act, 1925. 


F n r t h er 
amendm c n t 
of assessment 
list. 
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Held^ that the provisions of S. 37* (2)for the construction 
of the standing committee were mandatory and did not 
contemplate the exercise of the functions of the standing 
c6nimittee by any other body, or their delegation to anyone 
else otherwise than as mentioned in the proviso under S, 81*; 
the rule delegating the powers of the standing committee to 
the president was therefore ultra vires and did not authorize 
him to hear and decide the objections. 1933 Bom. 175; 57 
Bom, 270. 


67. (1) The committee may at any time amend the list by 

inserting the name of any person whose name ought to have 
been or ought to be inserted, or by inserting any property which 
ought to have been or ought to be inserted, or by altering the 
assessment on any property which has been erroneously valued 
or assessed through fraud, accident or mistake whether on the 
part of the committee or of the assessee, or in case of a tax 
payable by the occupier by a change in the tenancy, after giving 
notice to any person affected by the amendment, of a time, not 
less than one month from the date of service, at which the 
amendment is to be made. 

(2) Any person interested in any such amendment may 
tender his objection to the committee in writing before the time 
fixed in the notice, or orally or in writing at that time and shall 
be allowed an opportunity of being heard in support of the same 
in person or by authorized agents as be may think fit. 


Notes. 

S. GO of the old Act. 

Executive Officers Act. —Powers under this section shall 
not be exenused by comniitiees but may be f‘xercised by 
executive ofllcer in municipalities to wliich the Kxeeulive 
(Act hiR b<^en extended, vide 4 (/;) of that Act. 
power (o amend the arss('ssment list conferred by S. 67 (1) 
shall 1)0 exercised by a sub committee consisting of the 
executive oiFicer and two n)embers of tin* committee appointed 
by tiu* 1 ‘onmntlee for the purpose, vide S. 4 {h) {it) of 
Executive Officers Act, 1931. 


Aualotjous Laie * 

S, KK**:, District Municipal 

Act, 1SS4. 

S. Heni^al Miiniciful Act, XV 
of 1932. 

Ss 9o, 96 & 1^0, Hehar and 
('tris-a Miinicii)al Act, 1922. 

S. - 82^. Biunkiy Municipal 
AcI, l92o. 

S. 66, Hombav District Municipal 
Ad, III of BiOl. 


S lt>7, f’jombay (TUv Mnnicipil 
AcMll of 1S88.* 

S 66, F^nrma Municij)al Act of 
1S9S. 

Rs. 144 & 146, (-Hlcntla City 
Municipal Act, III of 1923. 
R. 71, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S 147, U P. Mnnici})alitie8 Act, 
1916. 


* References are to sections of tlie Bombay Municipal Ifei’oughs 
Act, 1925. 
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IVo freiAi notice «fter reveluation. —Under S. 1 58 -corres¬ 
ponding to S. 67 of the Pnnjab Municipal Act it was held 
ihat a notice is necessary for revaluation but when after 
hearing objections the chairman alters the valuation already 
made by him no fresh notice is necessary. 37 T. G. 932. 

Revision of assessment by addition to a holding by 
change of municipal boundaries. —The section provides for 
re-valuation and re-assessment of any holding the value of 
which has teen increased by additions or alterations to any 
building thereon, but not of any holding the value of which 
has been increased by the additions of land. 

Where a portion of a holding, being within the limits of 
a municipality, was assessed with municipal tax and after* 
wards during the currency of that assessment the rest of the 
holding W’as also included within the municipality by reason 
of the extension of the municipal limits, whereupon 
municipality assessed that portion with additional municipal 
tax: 

Held, that the additional assessment was illegal, as the 
municipality had no course open to them but to continue the 
assessment already made for the quinquennial period which 
had then commenced under S. 97 (a) or 102 of the Bengal 
Municipal Act. 46 Cal. 7S4; 51 I. C. 993. 

This section is not to be construe<l as to prevent the 
committee from adding to the list new names of persons not 
in the tow’n at the beginning of the year when the list is 
required to be originally prepared. 

Assessment valuation.— Some premises with structures on 
were an\algamatod with vacant premises <luring the currency 
of an assessment. The eorporation re-assessed the joint 
premises under S. 127 of Calcutta Municipal Act at a valua¬ 
tion higher than tlxe total of the past separate valuation: 

Held, that S. 127*' could not come into operation in its 
entirety, in making a r-e-valuation on amalgamation, and in 
fixing the annual value of amalgamated promises, so as to 
control the provisions contained in Ss. 13lt and 134t, during 
the currency ol‘ the assessment tliat was in force at the 
time of amalgmation. The total area of land emnprised in the 
amalgamated premises Ci)uld not be revalued on residential 
basis, under S. 127, on amalgamation, as the valuation made 
for the purposes of assessment was to remain in force for 
the whole of sexennial period, and the only addition that 
could be made w’as the amount that represented the annual 
v^alue of the structures added to those sending on the 
premises before amalgamation. Cf. 1933 Cal. 128; 1411. C. 32. 


•Cf. Section 67 of Punjab Act. 


\Cf. Section 68 of Punjab Act. 
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New list 68. ft shall be in Uw discretimi of the emnnuttee to 
pTe p°a red prq^iare for the whok or any part of the monicipality^ a new 
every year, assessment list every year, or to adopt the valnaiion and 
assessmoBt contained in die list for any year, with such altera* 
tkns as may in partknlar cases be deemed necessary, as the 
valnaticm and assessment for the year following, ipvmg to 
persons affected by such alterations the same notice of the 
valuatkn and assessmoit as if a new assessmoit list had been 
pr^fMired. 

Notes. 

S. 61 of the old Act. The words between “ prepare ” 
and “anew" have been added by Amendment Act, II 
of 1923. 

Analogous Lazo :— 

S. 88, Bengal District Mnnicipal Act, III of 1888. 

Act, 1884. S. 67, Burma Municipal Act, III 

Ss. 90, 106, Behar and Ori.ssa of 1898. 

Municipal Act, 1922. S. 147, Calcutta City Municipal 

S. 84, Bombay Municipal Act, III of 1923. 

Boroughs Act, 1925. S. 72 Cantonment Act, II of 1924. 

S. 67, Bombay District Municipal S. 145, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

Act, m of 1901. 1916. 

S. 168, Bombay City Municipal I 

Valuation— Means not the amount of the valuation merely 
but also the process or act of valuation. Where the valua¬ 
tion could only be revised after six years of the previous 
valuation and where revision was made within six years of 
the prior valuation, it was held to be illegal. 26 Cal. 74. 

General provisions. 

Tax not in- 69. No assessment and no charge or demand of any tax 
valid for de- undw Ae authority of Ais Act shall be impeached, or 

affected by reason of any mistake m the name, residence, place 
of business or occupation of any person liable to pay the tiue, 
or in the description of any property or thing liable to the tax, 
or of any mistake in the amount of assessment or tax, or by 
reason of any clerical error or oAer defect of form; and 
it Aall be enough if any such tax on property or any assess¬ 
ment of value for the purpose of any such tax if the property 
taxed or assessed is so described as to be generally known: 
and it shall not be necessary to name Ae owner or occupier 
Aoreof. 


S. 49 of the old Act. 


Notes. 
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Analogous Law :— 

S. 858, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 150 & 537, Bengal Municipal 
Act, XV of 1932. 

S. 57, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925, 

S, 525, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, III of 1888. 

S. 66, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

This section refers to errors or defects of forms. No 
assessment or demand of any tax shall be impeached on the 
ground of any defect of form. A notice of demand of house 
tax is not irregular merely because there has been an 
omission to fill up one column of the house register. Such 
omission may be cured by this section. Cf. 21 Mad. 296. 

Similarly the mistake of a few rupees in a notice caused 
by an error in addition is not sufficient to impeach or 
affect the demand. 9 W. R. 562 Or. 

The mere defect in form in preparation of the assess¬ 
ment list would not invalidate an assessment. Evei*y 
defect in assessment list prepared under S. 63 does not 
destroy the jurisdiction of the municipal committee and 
render the assessment ultra vires, and unless this is establish¬ 
ed a civil court has no jurisdiction. Cf. 64 I. C. 649 ; 26 
C. W. N.311; 1922 Cal. 46 (2). 

Impotition of taxes. —Taxes must be imposed by a body of 
councillors duly constituted. Otherwise tlie ratepayer is not 
bound to pay. S. 69 cannot cure such defects. 11. C. 388. 

The section, however, does not validate a tax which is 
not legally imposed or sanctioned. 

See also 7 Mad 65, See Notes under S. H6. 

70. (1) A committee may exempt, in whole or in part, power= 

for any period not exceeding one year, from the paymmt of any commit 
such tax, any person who by reason of poverty may in its in regarc 
opinion be unable to pay the same, and may renew such exemp- 
tion as often as may be necessary. 

(2) A committee, by a resolution passed at a special meet- 
[ ing and confirmed by the local Government, may— 

(o) provide that all or any persons may be allowed to 
compound for taxes imposed * under sub-clauses (c), 

(d) and (e) of clause (1) and under clauses (2) and 
{3) of secti<m 61. _ 

Tti; words in italics were substituted by • S. 4 of Punjab 
Am ndment Act, I of 1925. 


S. 104, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S. 401, Madras City Municipal 
Act. 1919. 

S. 239, Kangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922, 

S. 165, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 
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(b) abolnh. suspend or rednoe in amount any tax imposed 
under the foregoing secttmis; or 

(c) exempt in whole or in part from the payment of any 
such tax, any person or class of parsons or any pro> 
perty or description of property. 

Notes. 

S. 46 and 47 of the old Act. The power of suspension 
is new, clause (o) is also new. 

Analogous Law :— : 

Ss. 91 & 98, Bengal District Mimi-, S. 170, Calcutta City Municipal 
cipal Act, 1884. Act, ill of 1923. 

Ss. 124, (3) 141 & 170, Bengal ■ SkS. 100 &101, Cantonment Act, Tf 
Municipal Act, XV of 1924 
of 19.32. Ss 06 (4', 68 & 69 Central Pro- 

Ss. 93 & 97, Behar and Oris.sa ■ vince.s M. Act, 11 of 1922 

Municipal Act, 1922. : S.s 70 (2) (a) & 119, Madras City 

S. 60, Bombay Municipal Boron- Municipal Act, 1919 

ghs Act, 1925. ; S.s. 83 84, (2) & 111 (2', Madras 

S. 47, Bombay District Munici- ; District Municipal Act, V of 
pal Act. ril of 1901. 1920. 

S. 143 fc) Bombay City Munici jal ■ Ss 89 & 90, Rangtwn City Muni- 
Act, III of 1888. cipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 52 & 53, Burma Municipal , Ss. 156 & 157, tJ. P. Munici^ kv- 

Act, III of 1898. ; lities Act, 1916. 

Exemption. —The power to tax does not give the power 
to exempt. Unless specially exempted by statute, the burden 
of taxation must fall equally upon all persons and property 
within the corporate limits; and statutes exempting persons 
and property are eonstrue.d with strictness; and the exemp¬ 
tion should be denied to exist, unless it is so clearly granted 
as to be free from fair doubt. Such statutes will be constru¬ 
ed most strongly gainst those claiming the exemption. 
Aiyangar’s “Law of Corporations in British India.” 

BuHdingg used for charitable purposes. —It will be noticed 
by comparison of other provincial municipal Acts that 
buildings used for charitable purposes are exempt from pay¬ 
ment of taxes. Such exemption can be effected by recourse 
to special resolution under this section, sub-section 2, clause 
fc). Where buildings used for charitable purposes are exempt, it 
has been held that the words charitable purposes have acquir¬ 
ed a technfcal meaning and include all purposes within the 
meaning of Statute 43 Eliz. C. 4. Hence it W'as held that 
University buildings are exempt from taxation as buildings 
exclusively occupied for charitable purposes: 16 Bom. 217. 
Similarly school buildings are exempt. 21 Mad. 367. 
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A building used in whole or in part for purposes other 
than those of public worship is not exempt from taxation. 

The feeding of Brahmans is not an act of public worship. 
6 Mad. 287. 

The fees paid by the resident students of a hostel attach-*' 
ed to a college is not paid as rent and does not render the 
hostel as a building deriving rent. 

The portions of a hostel occupied by the resident 
students of the college are charitable institutions as under 
the University Act each college which is admittedly a chari¬ 
table institution is by law obliged to maintain a hostel as 
part of the general educational scheme of the country. 
Though the hostel cannot be considered as part of the college, 
its object is advancement of learning and such an object 
falls within the general objects which are charitable. 

The portions occupied by the superintendent and profes¬ 
sors will be e<iually exempt from payment of taxes if the 
presence of these o(?cnpants is absolutely necessary for the 
discharge of their duties of su{->ervision and physical W'elfare of 
the students as refiuired by the U^niversity Act. 47 1. C. 642; 
411 Bom, 281. 

UndcT S. So, Madras Act V of 1920 as also under S. 63, 
of Madras Act IV' of 1884, a school is exempt from property 
tax on the ground that it is a building u.sed for educational 
purposes even thotigh the proprietor of it makes profit out of 
the school which he carries on in that building. 1931 Mad. 
55; 54 Mad. 495. 

71. (1) The local Government may by order exempt in 

whole or in part from the payment of any such tax any person 
or class of persons or any property or description of property. 

(2) If at any time it appears to the local Govemmmit, on 
complaint made or otherwise, that any tax imposed under the 
foregoing section is unfair in its incidence or that the levy 
th«reof or of any part thereof is injurious to the interests of 
the general public, it may require the committee to take wkhin 
a specified period measures to remove the objection ; and, 
within that period the requirement is not complied with to the 
satisfaction of the local Government, the local Government may 
by notification suspend die levy of the tax or of such part there, 
of imtil the objection has been removed. 

Notes. 


I'owers 
local <rOVC 
ment in 
gard to ta: 


S. 48 of old Act. 
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:;mission 
X on un- 
pied iin- 
V a b 1 e 
srty 


Analogous Lawi — 

S 111-A, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. llO, Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S 102, Bombay Munictj^l Bor¬ 
oughs Act, 1925. 

S. 73, Bombay District Municipal 


Act m of 1901. 

S* 54, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

S 99 A, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S. 137, C.P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


By first clause the Government retains the power as 
are conferred on municipalities under sub-section (2) clause 
(c) of the preceding section. 


72. (1) When any property assessed to a tax under sub¬ 
clause (a) of clause 1 of section 61 which is payable by the 
year or by instalments, has remained unoccupied and unproduct- 
tive of rent throughout the year or the period in respect of 
which any instalmeni is payable, the committee shall remit the 
amount of the tax or of the instalment, as the case may be: 

Provided that no such remission shall be granted unless 
notice in writing of the circumstances under which it is claimed 
has been given to the committee within the first month after 
the expiry of the period in respect of which it is so claimed. 

(2) When any such property as aforesaid — 

(a) has not been occupied or productive of rent for 
any period of not less than sixty consecutive 
days, or 

(&) consists of separate tenements, one or more of 
which has or have not been occupied or 
productive of rent for any such period as afore¬ 
said or 


(c) is wholly or in greater part demolished or de* 
stroyed by fire or otherwise, 

the committee may remit such portion (if any) of the tax or 
instalment as it may think equitable. 

(3) The burden of proving the facts entitling any person 
to claim relief under this section shall lie upon him. 

(4) For the purposes of this section neither the presence 
of a" care-taker nor the mere retention in an otherwise un¬ 
occupied dwelling-house of the furniture habitually used in it 
shall constitute occupation of the house. 

(5) For the purposes of this section a house shall be 
deemed to be productive of rent if let to a tenant who has a 
continuing right of occupation thereof, whether it is actually 
occupied by such tenant or not* 

(6) The enquiry necessary for a decision whether any 
relief shall be yranted under this seetion shall be held by the 
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executive officer who shall make such recommendation to the com¬ 
mittee as he may deem proper ; Provided that the committee shall 
not grant any remission of tax unless such remission is recom¬ 
mended by the executive officer. ' 

Note*. 

S. 62 of the old Act. In view of the amendment of S. 6l 
this section as it originally stood should have also been 
amended and the reference to old section should have been 
replaced by reference to new provisions. This \ra8 subse¬ 
quently done by S. 5 of Amendment Act of 1925. 

Analogous Law: — 

Ss. 92 & 110, Bengal District S. l5l, Calcutta City Municipal 
Municipal Act, 1884. Act, III of 1923. 

S. 142, Bengal Municipal Act, S. 76, Cantonment Act, of 1924, ‘ 
XV of 1932. S.s 72 (1) & 105, Madras City 

Ss 83, 84, 94, ill, & 113 Behar Municipal Act, 1919. 

and Orissa Municipal Act, 1922. Ss. 87 St 117, Madras District 
S. 86, Bombay Municipal Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Boroughs Act, 1925. S. 88, Rangoon City Municipal 

S. 69, Bombay District Municipal Act, 192.i. 

Act, III of 1901. S l5-L U.P. Municipalities Act, 

S. 70, Burma Municipal Act, III 1916. 
of 1898. 

Delegation. —Powers under S. 72 can be delegated 
in municipalities to which Executive Officers Act is not 
extended; vide S. 33 of Municipal Act, 

Executive Officers Act. —In municipalites to w'hich this 
.\cthas been extended clause (6) should be deemed to have 
been added. Vide clause 6 of the Schedule 11 of Punjab Act, 
II of 1931. 

Vacancy and occupation.— The owner of a vacant house is 
in possession and may maintain trespass against any one who 
invades it; but so long as he leaves it vacant, he is not rate¬ 
able for it as an occupier. If, however, he furnishes it and 
keeps it ready for habitation whenever he pleases to go to it 
lie is an occupier though he may not reside in it a single day 
in the year. Regina \. Pancrasy 2 Q. B. D. 531. 

The owner of a cotton mill which through tenqwrary 
scarcity of cotton was not kepi at work, was held to be in 
rateable occupation, on the ground that he wa,s using the 
mill as a warehouse for the machinery that was in it. Staley 
v. Castleton, 33 L. J. M. C. 178. 

Hee Notes on ‘Occupation^ under S. 3 (1) and (10). 

Sixty consecutive dey*. —Where profession tax was levied 
half-yearly and the condition for levy was that the person 
liable must have exercised the profession, art, trade, etc., for 
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sixty days reckoned consecutively or from time to time in 
snch fialf-yeai*; it was that day means a duration of 24 
hours and the period of sixty days means to be sixty entire 
and unbroken grinds of 24 hours each. Tt will depend on 
circumstances whether fractions of a day are to be omitted 
or, to be counted as whole days and the cause and character 
and duration of absence from municipal limits will determine 
whether jmrtieular days are to be reckoned or omitted. 29 
Mad. 326. 

Exemption of permanent lessee of committee. —A per- 

manent lessee under a municipality is not as such exempted 
from payment of municipal rates. The ease must be govern¬ 
ed by the contract. If there is no provision in the lease for 
any exemption, the lessee must pay the rates which he is 
under a statutory obligation to pay. The burden is upon the 
lessee to establish an exemption from the statute. 13 I. C.( 
183 (2) “(1911) 2 M. W. N. 589. 

Destruction Mid not unfit for use. —What the section 
refers to, is physical destruction of the building so that it is 
no longer a building but merely a heap of building materials. 
It is not necessary that no stone should be left standing on 
another, but in the ordinary and usual acceptation of such 
language it should cease to exist as a building an<l not 
merely as a building designed for particular purposes. 

Where the building was one used as a theatre; 

Ifeld, that it was not destroyed within the meaning of 
the section merely because ii was rendered unlit for use as 
theatre by the removal of the roof. 1921 Mad. 487; 44 
Mad. 354; 40 .Mad. L. J. 30(5. 

In a suit filed by the municipality for house and latrine 
tajces when it is admitted that at the lime of the suit the 
liouse is not in existence in that it was demolished by the 
defendant in pursuance of a notice under S. 194t, it is for the 
municipality to prove that it was in existence during the 
fieriod for which the taxes have, been claimed, and further in 
such a case no inference about the existence of the house can 
be drawn from the facts that demand register and assessment 
list shovr entries of taxes for the holding, when there is noth¬ 
ing to show that the defendant had any notice thereof. 

A suit under S. 130* is governed by .\rt. 120, Limitation 
Act, thene being no other limitation provided for in the other 
articles of the schedule.' 1933 Pat. 65; 141 J. C. 792. 

* r 


•. KuabUng recovery of taxes by suit. 
fBebar and Orissa Municipal Act 
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ReoiisMon of future texes. —Under the Municipal Act the 
commissioners have no power to remit payjiient of rates or 
taxes in future and any powers of remission exercised by 
them can only affect the demands that have fallen due at 
the date of such remission. 1931 Cal. 129:34 C. W. N. 1013. 

Lieliility of property in ocenpation of a watchman.— 

A watchman appointed by the owner on Rs. 25 per month 
is not a tenant of the house and therefore the house is not 
occupied and cannot be made liable for the property tax. 
1929 Bom. 273; 119 I. 0.191. 

Delegation of duty. -S. 72 throws a duty on the municipality 
to grant a refund and the municipality cannot escaf>e that 
duty by any act of delegation; of course it is' necessary to 
make enquiry in such matters and power to make enquiry can 
be delegated. But the municipality remains responsible for 
the due performance of their statutory duty. Cf. 1930 Sindh 
93,122 I. C. 398. 


73. (1) Every person shall on the demand of an officer 

duly authorized by the committee in this behalf fomish such 
information as may be necessary in ordor to ascwtain whether 
such person is liable to pay any municipal tax; and every hotel 
or lodging-housekeeper or secretary of a residentnd club shall 
also on demand made as aforesaid fumidi a list ot all persons 
residing in sudb hotel, lodging-house or club. 


DiUy of fur 
nishing tru« 
informal j o r 
regarding )ia 
bility tr 

Muni ci p a 1 
taxation. 


(2) If any person so called upon to furnish such information 
omito to do so or furnishes information which is untrue, he dbaU 
be punishable vrith fine whicb may extend to one hundred rupees. 

Notes. 

S. 55 of the old Act. 

Instead of the committee demanding the information, 
any authorized person can demand the information under 
the new Act. 


Analogous Law : — 

Ss. 99 & 100, IJengal District 
Municipal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 102, 100 & 140, Behar and 
Orissa Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 61 (l), Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 48 (h) & (*)& 63(3), Boml)ay 
District Municipal Act, III of 
1901. 

Ss. l55 & 187, Bombay City 
Municipal Act, III of 1888. 

S. 60 (3), Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898. 


Ss. 136, 182,167 & 168, Calcutta 
City Munici;)al Act, ITf of 

1923. 

S. 103, (^antonment Act, 11 of 

1924. 

S.s. 72 & 182, Central Provinces 
.Municipal Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 109,115 & 120, Madras City 
Munici pal Act, 1919. 

Ss. 91,96, 102 & 320, Madras 
Di.st. Municipal Act, V of 19 .'0, 
S. l58, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 
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Executive Officers Act.— The functions vesting in the 
committees under the section shall not vest in the committees 
but vest in the executive officers in munidpalities to which 
fte Executive Officers Act has been applied. 

A false statement in answer to enquiry under this section 
will not make the offender liable to prosecution under the Penal 
Code. The Municipal Act is intended to be complete in itself 
as regards offences committed against the committee and 
there is no indication of any intention to render a delinquent 
also liable to punishment under the Penal Code. 22 Cal. 131. 

74. (1) Whenever the title to or over any building or 
land of any person primarily liable for the payment of property 
taxes on such property is transferred the transferor * [and trans¬ 
feree] shall within three months of the registration of tiie 
deed of transfer if it be registered, or if it be not registered, 
witiiin three months of its execution, or if no instrument be 
executed, of the actual transfer, give notice in wmting of such 
transfer to the committee. 

(2) Every person primarily liable for the payment of a 
tax on any property, who transfers his title to or over such pro* 
p<»tf, without giving notice of such transfer to the committee, as 
aforesaid, shall, in addition to any other liability which be in* 
curs through such neglect, continue liable for £he payment of 
all such taxes from time to time payable in respect of the said 
property until he gives such notice, or until the transfer ■hal l 
have been recorded in the committee’s bocdcs. 

(3) Whenever the title to or over any building or land 
has devolved upon any person by inheritance, the heir shall with* 
in three months of the date of the death of the former owner 
give notice in writing of such inheritance to the committee. 

(4) But nc^ing in this section shall be held to diminish 
the liability of the transferee for the said taxes or to affect the 
l»ior claim of the committee for the recovery of the taxes due 
thereupon. 


Notes. 

This is a new provision. 

This section has been amended by Amendment Act II of 
1928. It has been made incumbent also on the transferees 
and ihe heirs to inform the committee of the transfer or de¬ 
volution of title. 


•Added by S. 19 of Act TI of 1923. 
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Eseeu^ Officers Act.— Notiee to be given or tendered 
to the committee shall not be given or tendered to the commit¬ 
tee but shall be given or tendered to the executive officer in 
municipalities to which the Act has been extended. Vide S. 

4 (6) of Act 11 of 1931. 

Analogous Law : — i 

S. 144, Bengal Municipal Act, S. 145, Calcutta City Municipal 
XV of 1932. Act, ril of 1923. 

S. 108, Behar and Orissa Munici- S. 73, Cantonment Act, If of 
pal Act, 1922. 1924. 

S, 87, Bombay Municipal Boroughs , S 106, Madras City Municipal 

Act, 1925. 1 Act, 1919. 

Ss. 149 & 151, Bombay City Muni- , S 88, Madras District Municipal 
cipal Act,ni of 1888. I Act, V of 1920. 

Liability of the transferee. —Under the provision of Madras 
Act, IV of 1884, it has been held that the tax imposed on 
houses is a yearly tax, although for the sake of convenience it 
may be made payable in instalments. 

A person becoming the owner of a house subsequent to 
such assessment becomes liable as owner for the whole yearly 
tax and not only for the instalment that accrues due after his 
acquisition of ownership. It is not compulsory on the muni¬ 
cipality to apportion the tax among several owners during 
the period and the provisions of the Transfer of Property 
Act regarding the obligations of buyer and seller in respect 
of payment of taxes do not apply as* between the municipal¬ 
ity and the subsequent owner. 30 Mad. 423. 

Under S. 74 the purchaser is personally liable for the 
taxes due since his purchase but this personal liaMlity cannot 
limit the charge on the property in his hand to the extent of 
arrears since his purchase. Under S. 80 the property is liable 
for all the arrears of taxes due whether from the present or 
prior owners. The personal liability can be enforced under 
S. 81. The liability of the premises for the arrears is a first 
charge on the property subject to any claim of His Majesty 
and such charge can be enforced as it were an arrear of 
land revenue assessed on the property as land. 

Charge is not a transfer of interest in immovable pro¬ 
perty and such charge is not available against bona fide 
purchasers of such property wthout notice. 27 1. C. 261; 

42 Cal. 625. 

Power 

75. Ibe committee may aathorize any person— entry for 

(a) after i^ng twenty-four hours* notice to the occupier, 

or, if there be no occiqiier, to the owner, of smy taxation, 
building or land, at any time, between sunrise and 
sunset^ to enter, inject and measure any buildup; 
for the purpose of yahiation; 
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(b) ttf enter and iupect any stable, coach^ente or 
other place wherein there is reason to be^e that 
there is any vehicle or annual liable to taxation under 
this Act or for which a license has not been duly 
taken out. 

Notes. 

S. 103 (b) anti S. 109 ot* the old Act. 

No provision is made rt)r the ease where the owner or 
occupier refuses entry or refuses to suffer inspection. A 
provision similar to S. 209 seems to be necessary. The act 
of the owner or occupier in preventing entry or inspection 
will amount to wilful obstruction and the owner or occupier 
may be proceeded against under S. 221 of the Act. Now 
under S. 19 every municipal servant or ofiicer is a public 
servant and if the person authorized is a public servant 
under S. 19 of the Act the obstruction may also be punish¬ 
able under S. 186,1. P. C. 

Executive Officers Act.— Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officer in municipalities to which the Kxecutive 
Officers Act has been extended. 

Delegation — Powers under S. 75 can be delegated, vide 
S. 33 of this Act, 

Analogous Law: — j 

S. 99, Bengal District Municipal Municipal Act, III of 1887. 

Act, 1884. ' Ss. )36 & 172, Calcutta City Muni- 

Ss. 134 & 178. Bengal District cipal Act, Ifl of 1923. 

Municipal Act, XV of 1932. ; S. 157, Central Province.s Muni- 

S. 147, Belmr and Ori.ssa Muni- cii)al Act, fl of 1922. 

cipal Act, 1922. S. 109, Madi-as City Municipal 

S. 78 (31 Bombay Municij>al Act, 1919. 

Boroughs Act, 1925. iS. 91, Madras District Muncipal 

S 63 <2), Bombay District Muni-: Act, V of 1920 

cipal Act, rn of 1902. i S. 159, IJ. P. Municipalities Act, 

Ss. 155 & 189, Bombay City 1916, 

Scope of section : Notice of entry disobedience.— There 
is nothing in the section which authorizes a committee issu¬ 
ing a notice under it to give any direction to the person to 
whom notice is given to do anything that it may require. 
The notice has to be simply an intimation to the occupier or 
owner of the building or land that the committee by its 
authorized person will enter for the purposes mentioned in 
the section at a specified hour on a specified day. If the 
oeeuiner or owner does anything to prevent tire entrance, he 
cannot be said to disobey the notice, but his act will junount 
to wrmigfal restraint or wilful obstruction, as the ease may 
be. Cf. 6 Bom. L. R. 538. 



^ & 7t.] 


343 


76. Evwy penoB bringing or reeriving, vritiiin the oetroi I’owers to 
or teminol tax lintita «rf any munic^dUty, any article on which cieJ^iiaW^ to 
o^roi or terminal tax is payable, shall when reqtrired by an ocirui or tet- 
oSwer duly authorized by the committee in this l^half and so 
tar as may be necessary for ascm-tamhig the amount of tax 
chargeaUe,— 

(a) permit that officer to inspect, examine, weigh and 
oUierwise deal with the article; and 

{b) communicate to that officer any information and 
exhibit to him any bill, invoice or doctnnwnt of a 
like nature which he may possess relating to die 
artiide. 

Notes. 

Analogous Law.— S. 76 of Bombay Act, III of 1901. S. 

94 (1) of Bombay Municipal Boroughs Act, 1925. 

This and the following two sections have been amended 
by Amendment Acts of 1922 and 1923 to assimilate them to 
terminal tax. 

Executive Officers Act — Pow’ers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officer in municipalities to which the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended. Vide S. 4 (b) of that Act. 

77. (1) If any person bringing or receiving a conveyance 

or package within the octroi or terminal tax limits of a 
municipality on which octroi or terminal tax is or is believed to 
be leviable, shall refuse, on the demand of an officer authorized 
by the committee in this behalf, to permit the officer to inspect, 
weigh or otherwise examine the contents of Uie conveyance or 
padiage for the purpose of ascertaining whether it contains any 
articles in respect of which octroi or terminal tax is payable, or 
shall refuse to communicate to that officer any informatkm and 
exhibit to him any bill, invoice or document of a like nature 
which he may possess relating to the article, or with the inten* 
tiem of defrauding the committee or a lessee under Section 83 
shall cmnmunicate any such information which is false or exhi> 
bit any such bill, invoice or document of a like nature sriiich is 
false, forged or fraudulent, he shall be punishable with a taie 
which may extend to fifty rupees; 


Power tt 
search wher- 
octroi or ter 
mina! tax i 
leviable. 


(2) Any such person may demand diat the conveyance 
or package or both, as the case may be, shall be taken wiffiout 

, , , , a member of the committee or the secretary 

dd.jrWo«-.ISc^- 

or a magistrate who shall cause the nupeetioB to be made hi 
hta presence. 
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Note*. 

S. 66 of the old Act with important changes. The refusal 
to show invoice, etc., or furnishing false information and 
exhibiting false invoices, etc., have been brought within the 
section. Such refusal, etc., has been made punishable, while 
the accused is enabled to demand an immediate inspection 
in presence of the magistrate, or other persons. 

The section has been amended by Act I of 1922 and by 
Act I] of 1923 to meet cases of terminal tax. 

Analogous Law.— S. 76 (2) of Bombay Act, III of 1901, 
and S. 94 (2) of Bombay Municipal Boroughs Act, 1923. 

Executive Officers Act. —fn municipalities to which this 
Act is extended the words in italics over the words *' execu¬ 
tive officer” should be deemed to have been omitted, vide 
clause 7, Schedule II of Executive Officers Act, 1931. 

Powrers under this section shall not be exercised by 
committee but may be exercised by executive officer in 
muncipalities to which the Executive Officers Act has been 
extenued. 

Delegation. —Powers under S. 77 can be delegated, 
vide S. 33 of this Act. 

Distinction between Sections 76 and 77. —S. 76 refers to 
articles which are mentioned in the octroi schedule. This 
section will apply when the article on which the octroi is 
leviable is before the octroi staff and they know that duty is 
leviable but do not know’ its weight or other particulars to 
enable them to assess the octroi or terminal tax correctly. 
S. 77 deals with cases w’here the articles on which duty is to 
be levied are contained in a package or conveyance and 
octroi staff has to do two things: (1) to see if the contents 
of the package or conveyance contain any article on which 
octroi or terminal tax is payable and (2) to assess the duty 
on such articles contained in the package or conveyance as 
are liable to duty. 

S. 76 provides no |jenalty for tlie jwrson refusing to 
permit inspection, etc., or refusing to communicate the 
required information or to exhibit bill, etc. Such a person 
may be liable under S. 221 to presecution for obstruction; 
under S. 82 the article can be seized. 

Iiim>ecticm of account boob —The terms of Ss. 76 and 77 

do not permit a municipal ollicer to claim inspection of the 
private account lxK)k8 of the merchants. 28 1. C. 480. 

78. If annuals or articles passing the octroi or terminal 
tax bmmdary of a municipality are liable to the payment of 
octroi or t^minal tax then every person who, writh the intention 
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to defraod Uio committee or a lessee under secticm 83 causes mr 
abets the introduction of, or himself introduces or attempts to 
introduce urithin the said octroi or terminal tax boundary, any 
such animals or suticles upon which payment of the octroi or 
terminal tax due on such introduction has neither been made 
nor tendered shall be punishsdble with fine which may extend 
either to ten times the value of such octroi or terminal tax or 
to fifty rupees, whichever may be greater. 

Notes. 


S. 70 of the old Act. 

The section has Ix^on amended by Acts 1 of 1922 and II 
of l923. Clause (2) has lieen omitted. 

Analogous Law.— S. 77 (2) of Bombay Act III of 1901; 
S. 96 of Bombay Municipal Boroughs Act, 1925; S. 105 of 
IT. P. Act II of 1916; S. 82 of Cantonment Act, 1924. 

Goods in transit. — Goods merely passing through a muni¬ 
cipality in the course of transit to another town are import¬ 
ed within the octroi limits and are liable to octroi duty; when 
goods pass out of the boundaries refund could be claimed. 
22 Bom. 843. 

These are also liable to octroi under the rules which 
have the forve of law and the importer can claim refund 
under Account Code Rules. 1926 Bom. 231; 50 Bom. 174. 

Importer liable whether owner or not.— The person liable 
under the section need not be the actual owner of the goods. 
It is the person who introduces the goods into the limits 
without payment of octroi duty. A broker of a consignee 
taking delivery of goods and bringing them within octroi 
limits will lx* "liable. 46 I. C. 848; 16 A. L. ,1. 632. 

When tlie owner of goods is shown to ha\ e authorized 
tir connived at the inlnKluction of goexis he is liable for the 
acts of hi.s servants. 1926 Bom. 23l; I. Ij. R. 50 Bom. 174. 

Passing of goods at octroi post under fedse description; 
power to impose tax.— Where an accused passed or attempt¬ 
ed to pass an octroi jx^st, goods described by him as linseed 
and iron bolts which wer*e really turpentine and tobacco 
rt'speeiivcly, he was held to have con.mitted an olTence of 
attempt at cheating under Ss. 417—511,1. P. C. 

The sanctiori of local Government for the imposition 
of taxes would Ix' sufficient and the CVuirt cannot requ.ix* 
proof of exccutiv e or administrative orders of the Governor- 
General in Council or Government. P. L. R. It.00, ]>. 38 Cr. 
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Intention to defraud the municipality.— Wh(‘ro a person 
deprives a committee of the temjwrary use of the money 
which would have remaineil in deposit for a short time and 
will liave to be refunded he is attcnjpting to defraud the com¬ 
mittee, thoup:h the word ‘ defraud ’ in the Penal Code is used 
in a very strict sense of deprhin^ one of right either 
by obtaining something by deception or by taking something 
wrongfully without knowledge t^r consent of the owner but 
the popular sense of llu' word in which the w’ord must be 
taken to have been used in the Act is to withhold w'rong- 
fully from th('other what is due to him or to wrongfully 
prevent oik' from detaining what he may justlv claim, Cf. 50 
Horn. 174; 1926 Bom. 231; 98 I. (\ 407. ’ 

To constitute an offence un<ler S. 78 there should be an 
attempt to introduce dutiable articles into octroi limits with 
intent to defraud the committ(*e. This is the offence gene¬ 
rally known as smuggling. Wliere there is no evidence 
show that the accused did anything of the kind, he cannot 
be convicted under S. 78 which does not apply to a refusal 
tx) pay taxes on the groun«l that they are not due. In this case 
the accused imported tins of petrol on w’hich duty was not 
usually charged. The committee subsequently demanded 
the payment of duty which the accused refused. 1931 Bah. 
752; 32 P. L. R. 6S8. 133 I. C. 866. 

Punishment. —The amount of line will be in the discre¬ 
tion of the magistrate within the limits laid down. In a 
case under .S. 155, Pnited Provinces Municipalities .Act, 1916, 
(corresponding to Pun,iab .Municipal Act. S. 7S) where the 
section requires the line tc> l)e in no ease less than twice the 
octroi duty, it was /;rW that the magistrate had no discretion 
in the matter. 51 1. C. 477. 

\o/< —The Pniteil Provinres .Xct ni ikc'^ non-p:iymeiit an 
offence even if there wrs no frau3 or dislionesty. 

What is evasion.— The accus(‘d, the itonsignee of goods 
sent by railway, submitted the railw’ay receipt to a munici¬ 
pal octroi office and jiaid duly on tht' weight specified therein. 
It was subsequently found by the Railway authorities that 
the weighment was wrong and less than tlie real weight and 
the accused offered to pay the excess duty: //r/d in a pro¬ 
secution hy the municipalitv for an (tlTence under S. 45 of 
Act XV of 1873 (evasion of octr.u duty) that underpayment 
would be an (wasion only if the aci-usetl knew' the weighment 
in the railway receiid. to be wrong, but that in the absence 
of proof of .such knowledge no ev’asion or aljetmeut of evasion 
was committed. 2 A. W, N. 23>l, 

Weighment entries in shipping bills.— .A fwrson who 
imports timber by sea into a mutucijtal district is not bound 
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by the entries in shipping bills as to its weight and measure¬ 
ment for the purpose of ealeulating the duty payable. He 
may dispute them and is entitled to demand a fresh weigh- 
ment but if he d(ws not do so and fails to prove their 
incorrectness he is bound by the entries. (1891) Ratan Lai 
Un. Or. a 541. 

Parts of machinery. Whero mat'binery and its component 
parts are exenijd from payment of octroi the import of 
certain parts of motor car will be exempt from payment. 
Persons subjected to taxation are entitled to exemption 
under any head utuUm which such exemption can be claimed. 
Though parts of motor car are not exempt as such but 
exemption can h(‘ claimed on the ground that they are 
component parts of machinery. 1929 All. 278; 115 I. C. 452. 

Octroi on Motor Car. — A notification under the provisions 
ol‘ Chap. X stated that “octri>i shall ordinarily be levied on 
commodities included in the following classes and specified 
in the .schedule hereto annexed at rates therein entered and 
then set out classes, the 8th class Ix'ing “ metals and their 
manufactures” and the schedule 8f)ecified “ iron, zinc, lead, 
tin, eoi)per, brass and their alloys and manufactured articles 
of the same.” The <piestion was whether the notification 
authorised the levy of octroi on nK)t()rcars: 

Held, (1) that the octroi was authorised only on 
commodities w’hich were both inc.lude«l in a class and specified 
in the schedule. 

(2) That the reference to mauufact)ires did not intend 
to tax complicated machinery constructed mainly of metals 
specified. 

(3) That even if there was such an intention the noti¬ 
fication should be construed stric.ily and no octroi could 
be levied on motor cars or other complicated machinery un¬ 
less there was a clear obligation in the notification to pay 
octroi on tliem, 1931 Nag. 156; 134T. C. 850. 

Interpretation of Statutes. -Statutes imposing taxation 
so als* stalutes imposing pecuniary liunlons must be 
strictly CiUi.st rued. The .suliject should not be taxed unless 
the language of the .statute clearly imposes the obli¬ 
gation and in ease of reasonable doubt the construction 
most beneficial to the .subjisd is to lx* adopted. l93l Nag. 156, 

Motor cars taxable as carriages or articles made of 
metal. —Where a Government notification made “ all metals 
wrought and unwrought and articles wholly or partially made 
of metals hardware and euUery ” and “all carriages, oarts, 
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tricycles, bicycles, perambulators, trucks, wheel-barrows ” 
liable to octroi duties: 


that a motor car came within the words of the 
nouneation under both the heads and was taxable. The 
tera carriage is wide enough to include a car. 13 Lah. 53; 
1931 Lah. 572, 132 I. C. 694. 

^ Municipal Account Code—Contractors importing goods 
m rulfilment of Government contracts—Refund. — Where the 
claimed refund of octroi on goods imported in 
fulfilment of a Government contract and where the committee 
uisallowed the claim on the ground that the identity of 
goods actually supplied to Government with the goods im- 
|»rted was not established, it was held that the rule implied 
that the goods that are impoided should become the proper¬ 
ty of the Government in order that a refund of the octroi 
duty may be obtained. The question of identity has to te 
Mlved not by the municipal board or its officers but by the 
(tepartmental officers concerned who has to certify as to the 
identity. The above rule is based upon public policy and is 
intended to save the State from the incidents of taxation and 
to extend the protection to private individual who fulfils his 

iSf?^ 454'^*^ 


Breach of Octroi Rules. —Failure to pay duty assessed by 
Octroi Superintendent is punishable. 43 1. *C. 446, 40 All. 105. 

Refund of octroi levied on goods imported on transit pass 
mw not eaported within time fixed under rules.— A merchant 
who takes advantage of transit jiass rules cannot complain 
It he IS exposed to certain restrictions and obstructions in 
ca^ he does not comply with the terms of transit pass. Where 
wtroi was exacted from a merchant importing goods on 
transit pass and he claimed a refund after the goods had been 
exerted but the claim was not made within the time fixed 

r disallowed. 1924 Sindh 149, 

Vol.u. 432. 


78-A. (/) When a committee, with the sanction of 

the 1^ Government has agreed with a Cantonment Authority 
or tae Committee of an adjoining Small Town or an area 
noti^ under section 241 that in consideration of the payment 
of * lump sum or otherwise the same limits for octroi or terminal 
ta* w any toU <»r tax diall be established for the contracting 
tiie eohunittee nay fix limits under section 188 so as to 
mchde so nueb of the area controlled by the said contractint 
piMes at it may deem necessary, and shall have the powers of 
ooUccting soeh toll or tax or octroi or terminal tax <m animals or 
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articles brought within such Unuts, and the provisions of this Act 
for the assessment and collection of sndi tax or toll or octroi or 
terminal tax shall iq>piy in the same way as iF the said limits 
were wholly compris^ in the area of the municipality. 

(2) The total of the proceeds of such taxes or tolls made 
in the joint area of the municipality and cantonment or small 
town or notified area and the cost thereby incurred shall be 
apportioned between the municipal fund and the fund subject 
to the control of the Cantonment Authority or the Committee 
of the Small Town or notified area in such proportion as shall 
have been determined by the agreement. 

Notes. 

Analogous Law.— Ss. 47 (6) & 100, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925; Ss. 39 (Z>) & 81 of Bombay District 
Municipal Act, 1901; S. 82, Central Provinces Municipalities 
Act, II of 1922. 

The section as it originally stood was' introduced by 
Amendment Act II of 1923, the present section has been 
substituted by S. 31 of the Punjab Amendment Act 111 of 
1933. The new section enables notified areas also to be 
included in the contracting parties. Clause 2 is .a new 
clause and provides for the apportionment of the tax collected 
and the costa incurred between the contracting parties in 
such proportion as may have been determined by the 
agreement. 

78. B. When terminal tax is leviable on animals or 
articles conveyed out of the terminal tax limits the provisions 
of Sections 76, 77, 78, and 78-A shall be deemed, so far as 
may be, to apply in respect of the animals or articles so 
conveyed. 

Notes. 

Ss, 78-A and 78-H were intnxluced by the Amendment 
Act If of 1923. 

79. Subject to the provisions of sections 62 (7) and (8) 
and 66, any tax imposed under this chapter and payable 
periodically shall be payable on such dates and in such instal¬ 
ments (if any) as the committee, with the previous sanction 
of the Deputy Commissioner, may from time to time direct. 

Notes. 


S. 50 of the old Act. 

S. 62 has since been amended by Punjab Municipal 
Amendment Act Til of 1933, the references to sub-clauses of 
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the amended Act should have l)een made—sub-clauses 7 and 8 
now correspond to sub-clauses 10 and 11 of the new S. 62 and 
under General Glauses Act, 1808 S, 6, the references must 


be taken have bt‘on made to 

Analogous Laiv :— 

Ss. 87, 1(}3 and 118, Bengal Dist¬ 
rict Municipal Act, 1884. 

S. 153, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 121, Behar and Orjs.<!a Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

S. 77 (a), Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 62 la) (/), Bombay District 
Municipal Act, lif of IJ’OI. 


clauses 10 and 11 of S. 62. 


B. 197, Bombay City Municipal 
Act. ITT of 1888. 

S. 58, Burma Municipal Act, Til 
of 1898. 

B.S. 148 and 149, Calcutta City 
Municipal Act, ITT of 1923. 

S 89, Cantonment Act, IT of 
1924. 

S, 8(1, Madras Di.strict Municipal 
Act, V of 192(1. 


80. (1) When any sum is due on account of a tax payable 

under this Act m respect of any property by the owner thereof, 
the committee shall cause a bill for the amount, stating the 
property and the period for which the charge is made, to be 
delivered to the person liable to pay the same. 

(2) If the bill be not paid within ten days from the 
delivery thereof, the committee may cause a notice of demand 
to be served on the person liable to pay the same and, if he 
do not, within seven days from the service of the notice, pay 
the sum due, with any fee leviable for the notice, or show 
sufficient cause for non-payment, the sum due, with the fee, 
shall be deemed to be an arrear of tax. 

(3) The amount of every such arrear, besides being recover¬ 
able in any other manner provided by this Act, shall, subject 
to any claim on behalf of His Majesty, be a first charge on the 
property in respect of which it is payable, and shall be recover¬ 
able, on application made in this behalf by the committee to the 
Collector, as if the property were an estate assessed to land 
revenue and the arrear were an arrear of such revenue due 
thereon: 

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall authorise the 
arrest of a defaulter. 

(4) If any tax or sum leviable under this Act fsom 
the owner is recovered from the occupier, such occupier shall, 
in the absence of any contract to the contrary, be entitled 
to recover the same from the owner and may deduct the 
same from the rent then or thereafter due by him to the 
owner. 
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Notes. 


S. 64 of the old Act. Clause { 4) is new, and has been 
taken from S. 437, Madras City Municipal Act of 1904. 

Ss. 73 to 83 lay down the procedure to be adopted by 
municipal committees in collecting: various taxes which can 
be imposed under S, 61. Ss. 76 to 78 and 82 are specific 
provisions for the collection of octroi or terminal taxes. 
SvS. 74 and 75 deal with taxes on lands and buildings. S. 80 
is a general provision for recovery of taxes on property. 

Executive Officers Act. Powers conferred and duties im¬ 
posed under this section shall not be exercised and performed 
by C/Ommittees biit may be exercised and performed by execu¬ 
tive officer in municipalities to which the Executive Officers 
Act has been extended. 


Amlotjous Law .—• 

Ss. 120, lv2 & 125, Bengal ni.s- 
tvict Muniripal Act, 1884. 

Ss 117, 155 & 165, Bengal .Muni¬ 
cipal Act, XV of 1932 

Ss (23 & 134, Behar and Ori«.SH 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

Ss 104, & 112, liombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act. 19-5. 

Ss. 82 & 87, Bombay Di.strict 
Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

S.s. 200, 202, 209, (4) & 212 lV»m- 
bay Citv .Municipal Ai t, III of 
1888. 

S 69, Burma .Municipal Act, 
III of 1898. 

S.s. 189, 190, 191 &: -05, Calcntta 


C'ity Municipal Act, Tlf of 
1923. 

S.'=. 65 (31, 80 & 91, r'antonment 
Act IT of 1924. 

Ss. 78, 79, 81 & 225 Central Pro¬ 
vinces Municipal Act, ff of 
1922. 

S.s. 80 (3), 80 (4), 103 (3), 375 
(4) & 387, Madras City 

Mnmcipal Act, 1919 

S.s. 85(31 & 332i4', Madras Di.s- 
trict Municipal .Act, V of 
1920. 

S.s. 14!). 166 & 177, U. P. .Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 

>8. 70. Pim.iah District Board 
Act, 1898 


Mode of collection of taxes and assessments. — Taxes are 
impi^st.s levied for the support of the (lo\erument or for some 
s|K‘cial piiblie purjKise uutliori/.ed by it, and are not del»ts in 
the ordinai'v acceptance of the term. The fact that the tax 
is not a debt, has an important inlluence ujxui the remedies 
for the. collection thereof. If tiie statute or charter gives to 
a mutiicipal corporation a s|)ecilie unit coniplide remedy for 
the collection of taxe.s, as by a disti’css and a sale of property, 
or by making them a lien uj>on real estatx* and providing for 
the sale thereof in default of payment, this will ordinarily l)e 
rogai'ded as excluding by implication the right to resort to 
any other nuule of enforcing a tax, and an aetiim against 
the tax-payer to na^wer a personal judgment us for a debt 
will not lie. Hut jPiere the |>owor to tax is plainly gi\en, a 
right to collect by suits or action should not be taken as 
impliedly denied unless another I’easonably adecpiate means 
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of collection is provided, and the intention of the legislature 
that the special mode prescribed should be the only mode, 
appears with a reasonable certainty. If the specific remedy 
is full and adequate, such an intent on the part of the law¬ 
maker would be more readily deduced than it would under 
other circumstances. See Aiyangar’s Law of Municipal 
Corporations,” p, 379. 

Where the charter is silent as to mode of collection: 
suit may he brought. —If the charter gives the power to im¬ 
pose taxes, but is silent respect!nir the method for their re¬ 
covery it has been held that the corporation may enforce 
them, or p^o^^de by ordinance for their enforcement by due 
course of judicial proceedings. In such a c.ase the authority 
to collect by suit is clearly implied, Ijeing necessary in order 
to make the power to tax available. The well-kn<^wn rule is, 
that where a statute creates a right and gives remedy, the 
party may resort to the usual remedy applicable to such a 
case. But the power to levy and collect a tax, whether 
general or special, does not carry with it the authority to 
collect by distress or sale of property, or in any way more 
snmmary than bv resort to legal proceedings. Diflon, V'ol. TV, 
p. 2484. 

Bill of demand (Tnder tile rules prevailing in Ahmed- 
abad Municipality, water-tax is payable in advance and 
accrues on 1st April and tlie municipality demanded water- 
tax for 1023-24 from defendants as their mills came within 
the taxable limits of the water su]iply system. Defendants 
pleaded that the bill is defective in law and the bill submitt¬ 
ed was inaccurate in amount. IVfendants further objected 
that as the amount was payable in advance on 1st April and 
therefore the mills were not liable for the peritxl l)efore 1st 
April following the date when the tax first became due. 
Thirdly, it was contended that the portk>n of the mills was 
outside the fixed radius under the rules. It was Ae/d: That 
the section does not expressly say that all the liabilities in¬ 
cluding ultimate liability incurred in default of payment, 
are to be specified in a bill of water-tax; on the ordinary 
canons of interpretation it is c(»rrect to hold that the muni¬ 
cipality sufficiently complies with the law by stating in the 
bill the next step to which they would have recourse, vie., a 
notice of demand. 

The construction, that the water-tax ami the house and 
the property tax are not leviable except on 1st April is unten¬ 
able for two reasons: firstly, it is inconsistent with the words 
** in advance,” secondly, because, it is difficult to imagiiie that 
the municipality merely because the house was completed on 
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the 2nd April, or the exemption of a building ceased at any 
date after let April, would forego their entire tax payable 
annually in advance. 

By 31st May 1923 the nuinicipal pipes were brought 
within 75 feet of the mills’ buildings belonging to the plain¬ 
tiff company, and there were two stand pipes within 500 
feet. The plaintiff company filed a suit for a declaration 
that they were not amenable to water-tax contending that 
under Rule 3, they were not liable to pay the tax for any 
period prior to 1st April 1924: Held, that the company was 
liable to pay the water-tax from 1st June, 1923. 

In view of Rule 6, not merely the actual physical build¬ 
ings within 75 feet of a water-pipe or 500 feet of the stand¬ 
pipe, as the ease may be, are liable for assessment but if any 
appreciable portion of a mill building falls within these radii, 
the whole building of the mills becomes liable. 1930 Bom. 
145; 54 Bom. 80; 122 1. Q. 430. 

Recoverable in any other manner.— S. 81 shows the manner 
in which arrears of taxes may also bt> recovered. 

Recoverable as an arrear of land revenue.— For the pro¬ 
cedure relating to the recovery of land rev^enne see Chapter 
VTof Punjab Land-Revenue .-Vet, 1887. 

Under this section first a bill is sent and if the bill is not 
paid within 10 days or cause is not shown for its non-pay¬ 
ment, then the amount due becomes an arrear of tax. This 
arrear is a charge on the property and can be recovered as 
arrears of land revenue. It can also be recovered under 
S.81. 


S. 80 (3). Charge on property. Doctrine of Us pendens .— 
A mortgagee who had given no notice' of his mortgage to 
the municipal corporation tiled a suit on his mortgage, in 
the meanwhile the property was sold under the Land 
Revenue Act by the corporation after due notice to the 
mortgagor for non-payment of propeidy taxes. .Mortgagee 
joined the auction purchaser as defendant: Held that 
the property was sold free from tiu: mortgage because 
the tax in i*espect of which the <lefault was made was 
the property tax and the corporation was entitled to put 
into force the summary metnod given in the Land Revenue 
Act against the immovable property itself which was 
quite independent of any remedy against the de faulter 
personally; Held also thac tlie doctrine of Us pendens does not 
apply to this case at all as it would indeed be a dangerous 
extension of the doctrine to hold that neither Government 
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nor a local body could recover its taxes or rates 
a defaulter so long as a law suit was pending between a de¬ 
faulter and some of his other creditors. 1929 Rang. 170, 
117 I. C. 575. 

When the Act does not make the arrears a charge on the 
property, the rights of the mortgagee will not be affeeted, 
39 I, C. 387; 21 C. W. N. 425. 

Hindu female liable for tax on property without reference 
to personal law.— The arrears of rates and taxes which 
ha\e become due in a Hindu widow’s lifetime while she had 
a life estate still form a lirst charge on the properties in- 
heritcti by the daughter not as an heirc^ss of her widowed 
mother, but as a reversioner of her father. The statutory 
charge is intended as a security to the public authority for 
the payment of rates and should be given wide interpretation 
to secure the end in view. The Act is not concerned with 
the pers(^nal law of the rate-payers and does not make any 
distinction l)etween the various classes of people from whom 
rates and taxes may be found due in respect of properties in 
Calcutta. 

The C.alcutta Municipal -\ct does not make any distinc¬ 
tion between the \arions classes of persons from whom rate.s 
and taxes may be found to be due in respect of properties 
in Calcutta. The AcA is not concerned with the personal 
law's of the rate-payers and the whole machinery of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act will be thrown out of gear if it 
w’ere held that in the events which have happened a person 
such as Rajlakshi w'ho is in possession of the properties and 
who is in enjoyment of the amenities provided for under the 
Calcutta Municipal Act, should continue to enjoy the rents, 
issues and profits of the said imoperties without being liable 
to pay the arrears of rates and taxes in respect of such 
properties. C/. 1931 Cal. 557; 133 I. C. 699. 

MistiJees in bills.— If by mistake less than due is demand¬ 
ed and paid, there can be a fresh demand: R. V. Blotkinsop 
(1892), 1 Q, B. 43. It has been held that omission to serve 
the bill or issue notices of demand is merely an irregularity. 
31 Cal. 452. 

Limftation for recovery of bouse or wrater-tax. — As the 

taxes recoverable under S. bO create a charge on the proper¬ 
ty in respect of which they are i)ayable, the suit for recovery 
of such a tax shall be governed by § 132 of the Limitation 
Act. Cf. 1930 All. 530; 123 I. C. 370. 

81. (1) Any arrears of any tax, water rale rmt, fee or 

any 4 >Cii«r money clamsaUe by a conamittee under this Aid: may 
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raeovcrcd on applksfttion to a magistrate having jurisdiction 
wlthht the limits of the munieipaiilsr, or in any other place 
where the person from whom the money'M claimable may for 
the time being he resident, by the distress and sale of any 
•movable property within -the limits of his jurisdiction belong* 
ing to such person. * [The costs of such proceedings shall be 
vecoverable from the defaulter in the same manner as the said 
arrears.] 

(2) *[An application made under sub*section (1) shall be 

• *.• j 1 . II t. • j 1 . President, Pice-President or 

in writmg and shall be signed by the - - —-=■- 1 

Executive 

of the committee, but it shall not be necessary to 
present it in person.] 

Notes. 


S. 201 of the old Act. The recovery of water rate is 
brought within the section. The section has further been 
amended by Act II of 1923. 

So far as the recoveries of arrears of taxes are concern¬ 
ed the person from wliom the demand is made has a remedy 
provided for in S. S4. But the persi>n against whom aj)pli- 
cation for recoveries of other moneys, rent and fees claimable 
under the Act is made, seems to have no remedy under the 
Act against excessive demands. According to the rulings it 
wouhi a[)pear that the magistrate has no power to go into 
the question whether the amount claimed is due or not. 

Recent changes.— The word “ rent ” has been substitut¬ 
ed for the word “ or Indween “ water rate ” and “ fee.'* 
Thus “ rent ” has also Ix^en made recoverable by sum¬ 
mary process. Por ileCmition of “ rent ” see Transfer of 
Property Act, S. 105. 

Rent. —Rent claimable under S. SI is the rent claimable 
under the Act, e. </., under bye-laws m.i'le under S. 1S8 («). 

It is questionable whether the word rent ” will cover 
cases where rent i.s claimed on the basis of ordinary lease 
between a landlord or tenant. It cannot be the intention of 
the legislature to permit rectnery of rent due under a lease 
by summary remedy and thus shut out all defences ofKUi to a 
tenant disputing either the amount o»‘ his liability. 

Executive Officers Act.— Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officer in municipalities to which the Executive 
Officers Act has been extenaed. 


• Itiserted by S. 24 of Punjab Act, ft of 1923 except the words 
under the line. 
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In municipalities to which this Act is applicable the 
words “ Executive Officer ” are to be deemed to he substituted 
for the words in italics. 

Analogous Law: - 

Ss. 121, 127 & 360, liengal Dis- | City Municipal Act, TTI of 
trict Municipal Act, 1884. i 1923. 

Ss. 156 & 524, Bengal Municipal 92, Cantonment Act, II of 1924. 

Act, XV of 1932. ' Ss 77 & 226, Central Provinces 

Ss. 124, 128 & 368. Behar and I Municipal Act, fl of l92f 

Orissa Municipal Act, 1922. | S. 339, Madras City Municipal 

S. I05, Bombay Municipal i Act, 1919. 

Boroughs Act, 1925. } S. 344, Madras District Munici- 

Ss 83 & 161 (2), Bombay Dis- j pal Act, V of 1920. 

trict Municipal Act, Til of S. i94, Rangwn City Municipal 
1901. I Act, 1922. 

S. 203, Bombay City Municipal j Ss, I69 & 173, C P Municipali- 

Act, III of*1888. I ties Act, i9:6 

S. 206, Burma Municipal Act, ' S. .58-B. Punjab District Board 

m of 1898. : Act, 1883. 

Ss 19 , 201, 210 & 526, Calcutta 

Lifloitation for such applications. -The rjimitation Act 
applies to suits only while applications under Civil Procedure 
Code only are governed by Limitation Act—applications 
for which no period is prescribed in the Schedule are 
governed by S. 182 and have to be made within three years. 

As applications under S. 81 are neither applications 
under Civil. Procedure Code nor can they be regarded as 
suits,-there is no limitation apparently for such applica¬ 
tions and no wonder that applications for arrears a suit for 
recovery of which would be time-barred are entertained by 
magistrates who do not seem to possess any power of reject¬ 
ing claims of municipalities. Such applications cannot be re¬ 
jected on the ground of limitation though magistrates may in 
the ends of justice refuse to entertain applications for such 
stale claims of committees. Applications for arrears of taxes 
as old as 10 to 12 years have often been made and the respon¬ 
dents, especially illiterate people who cannot be expected 
to pi'vwe payment and to preserve receipts for such paynjents 
find it very difficult to resist such claims. 

Recovery of taxes by distress. —Distraint of movable 
property to satisfy taxes lawfully levied is one of the most 
ancient methods of collection known to the law. The right 
of distress for rates and taxe.s is purely statutory and the 
provisions of statute must be strictly complied with. No 
previous notice of the distraining officers’ intention to enter 
the house for the purpose of making the distress is requir¬ 
ed. Movable property will include money as well as goods. 

Th« function of the magistrate under the section.— When 
an application is made by a municipal committee under S. 81 
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of this Act for recovery of any arrears of any tax, etc., the 
magistrate, if the point is raised, must satisfy himself that 
the committee applying to him is legally constituted and 
that the amount claimed is “claimable” as a tax or 
assessment legally imposed by the committee, i. e., whether 
the claim is intra vires or ultra vires^ although the magistrate 
is not competent enquire whe.ther the amount claimed 
under a tax duly and legally imposed and said to be in 
arrears is due or not, the remedy as to that lies under S. 
84 of the said Act. P. R. No. 2 of 1910, Or. ; 4 J. 0. 951 and 
P. R. No. 1 of 1891 Or. This remedy is only confined to taxes 
but not to other moneys claimable under the Act. 

The action of the magistrate is only ministerial. The 
magistrate has no jurisdiction to enquire whether arrears for 
which a warrant is asked are really due or not. 22 All. 111 
{Distiuij. 17 Bom. 731). 

In the proceedings for the recovery of a tax under a 
corresponding section of the Bombay District Municipal Act 
it was held that the magistrate has jurisdiction to determine 
whether the amount claimed is correct and to enquire into 
all the conditions on which the rate of tax fixed is based. It 
is nowhere laid down that the statement of the amount by 
the municipality should be accepted as final. 1891, Rat^ Un. 
Cr. C. 559 {Distbuj. in 23 Bom. 44d). 

Proceedings before a magistrate under S. 84 of Bombay 
Act \'I of 1873 are criminal prosecutions, such prosecutions 
must be conducted according to the procedure applicable to 
summary trials prescribed in Oh. XXfl of Or. P. Code. The 
magistrate is bound, thei’efore, before sentencing a defaulter 
to pay a rate, to satisfy liimself as to tht* extent of his legal 
liability. 17 Bom. 731. 

Where an application is ma<le for the recovery of the 
house tax claimed according to the lotting value, assessed by 
the committee, the magistrate has to accept as cojicluai\e the 
amount found by the committee to be the letting value of 
the house ami to hold the legal liability of tlie accused to 
pay llie tax based on this amount to l)e proved. The 
magistrate has no power to review the decision of the com- 
mittoe and to reverse it. on fresh evidence taken Ijefore hin\- 
self. 23 Bom. 44G. 

In 17 Bom. 731, the legal liability depended on the 
possession of a kiwi kuudi and a tub, there was no provision 
for the determination of that, point by the municipality; 
under the eireumstances the magistrate was held empowered 
to determine the point. 

• Wljere a committee moves a magistrate under S.. 81 to 
recover a penalty imposed for encroachment the defaulter 
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cannot ventilate before the magistrate his claim that there 
was no encroachment at all, and plead such defence te the 
case. Cf. 1925 Mad. 10J5, 91 I. C. 529. 

It is open to a party appearing before a magistrate 
under S. 81 to allegt' and prove tliat the fee claimed is not 
due from him under or by virtue of the Act. 

Pees are not legally leviable for the standing of an 
omnibus on a staiwl priwided by the committee for th^at pur¬ 
pose. 1929 Mad. 600 ; 52 Mad. 714. 

Under S. 221 of Madras Local Board Act penalties 
imposed by local lK)ard for encroachment, are recoverable by 
application to magistrate. 

The magistrate, to whom a case is referred under S. 221 
(corresponding to S. 81 of the Pun.iab Act) for recovering a 
fine imposed for alleged eniiroachment has power to go into 
the question whether the alleged encroachment was true and 
therefore justified the imposition of the fine. 1930 Mad. 766. 

Note .— This case was decided on the peculiar provisions 
of S. 221 which allowed the magistrate to determine tlie 
amount in case of dispute. See contra 1925 Mad. 1015, 9l 
I. C. 529. 

The magistrate has no jurisdiction to enfjuire into the 
basis of assessment or to vary the amount claimed by tlie 
committee. 1928 Mad. 495. 

In case of a dispute as to arithmetical calculations would 
the magistrate be. competent to decide whether the amount 
claimed is correct or not? 192:* Mad, 495. 108 I. C. 414. 

Claimable. —The word is not equivalent to “due” H. R. 2 
of 1910 Cr. 

Arrears of tax, etc. - Claims for arrears of rent which are 
not for any arrears of tax, fee or for money claimable under 
the Act cannot be realized through the agency providetl by 
this section. 31. ('*. 638. 

Money due on a contract of municipal sewerage does 
not come within the scope of this section and as such is not 
recoverable under this section. P. K. 23 of 1903 Cr Sec 26 
Mad. 470, 30 I. 0. 750. 

Money due under contract is not rewjverable under this 
section. 1924 Mad. 898 (2), 84 I O. 325. 

Amount due under a contract for lease of the tolls due to 
a local board is not recoverable summarily. 47 Mad. 381: 77 
L 0. 240; 1924 Mad. 669 and 1931 Lak 315. 
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The fflims due fnom the puretetser for the money due 
under the auction selling the right to levy toll and standing 
reeds the sums cannot properly be said to be. due under the 
Act. They are due on contracts and should properly form the 
subject matter of ordinary civil suits. 1928 Lah. 109, 110 
I. C. 811. 

Monev due under a lease is not a sum claimable unde r S. 
81. 1926 Lah. 518; 7 Lah. 568. 

Recovery of license fee.— Where a person erected a 
pandal without the permission of the board and no license 
was applied for or granted Ixdbre the pandal was erected, the 
Hoard however, instead of taking action for erecting the 
pandal without license took a lenient view of his act and 
agreed to give license to the pandal on payxnenl. of the fee. 
Default having been made the board moved the magistrate 
under S. 81: Held., that there having been no grant of a 
license the license fee payable under the Act cannot be said 
to lie due within the meaning of S. 81. C/. 1928 Mad. 682: 
51 Mad. 866. 

License fee not recoverelde under Section 81 if licrase not 

granted. —Accused were carrying on trades which required 
licenses; they failed to get licenses and the. committee failed 
to take steps in time to compel them to take licenses but sought 
to receiver the fee for the license under S. 81: Held that the 
fees for licenses are not claimable unless the license has been 
granted. The grant of a license is quid pro quo for the fee. 
The committee cannot neglect its duty and profit bv that 
neglect. Cf. 112 T. 0. 591; 29 Cr. L. J. 1087. 

License fees under S. 121 are only payable when licenses 
are granted. Where no license has ever been granted, nor 
has it been applied for, the attempt to levy these fees by the 
distress and sale of the movable property of the people, carry¬ 
ing on various trades, undej- S. bl is illegal, the proper 
remedv being that provided in sub s. 5, S. 121. 1933 Lah. 
814,144 1. O. 830. 

Section 173--Rent for temporary occupation. —Where 
municipal conmnttee grants ]x‘rtni.ssiv>n to a person for 
temporary occiipation of a porti<)n oi‘ a street for a tem¬ 
porary erection thereon, subject hx a specified sum being 
paid annually and subject also to the condition that permis¬ 
sion c^>uld 1 k‘ withdrawn at any time, the sum is a fee claim¬ 
able under S. 173. 1931 liah. 753, 32 F. L. R. 707, 133 I. C. 
550. 

Dues under Section 97. —Moneys which immediately 
acAJrue dut* by a person througli the exercise of pow'ers vested 
in the municipal committee under S. 97 are moneys due under 
the Act and can be recovered under S. 81 thou^ there may 
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be a contract, uc., an express agreement to pay such dues, 
and hence the recovery cannot tx? refused as money due 
under a eontrac.t. 57 I. G. 718; 39 Mad. L. J. 58. 

Revirim. - Chief Court has power to revise an order 
passed by a magistrate granting or refusing an application 
of a committee under this section, R. 23 of 1903 Cr.; 52 
I. C. 670; 1923 Mad. 275; 1928 Mad. 495. 

Orders under S. 81 are open to revision where 
S. 81 is not applicable to the facts of the case. Money due on 
farm of tolls under S. 83 is not recoverable under S. 81. 
1927 Lab. 161, 99 1. C. 1030. 

Movable property. —Doors of a house cannot be attached 
as movable property. 11 Cal. 164 ; 13 Mad. 518; 14 Mad. 
467. 

Court-fee.— Such application would probably require 
a court-fee of rupee one under Court Pees Act, Schedule II, 
1 (b). ^ ^ ^ 

Jurudiction of Civil Court. — A oivil couri has .iurisdietion 
to decide whether a certain amount in respect of w’hieh 
action under S, 81, Municipal Act is taken is an amount 
claimable by the committee under the Act. 1931 Lah. 315. ' 

Limitation for suit for recove.y of profession tax.— 
Assuming that debt lies on the statute, and that a proceed¬ 
ing under S. G2* of the Towns Improvement .4ct .is not the 
only proper remedy, we think that the Limitation is not one, 
year (Art. 6, Limitation Act), but six years (Art. 120). 
The suit is not for recovery of a f)enalty or forfeitures, 
The abo\ e observations render an answer to the second ques¬ 
tion unnecessary. 3 Mad. 124. 

81-A. When a committee has made over to Govern¬ 
ment its water works for maintenance, any arrear of tax and 
water rate or both due to Ibe committee under this Act, may be 
recovered by the Local Government on behalf of the committee 
as anears of land reveioe. 

Notes. 

This section has beeu ii)tr(Kluced by .S. 53 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act, III of 1933. Where water works have ix*en 
handed over to (lovernment for niaiiitenanee, the Government 
has been equally empow'ered to recover water tax or water 
rate as arrears of land revenue. See Notes under S. 80. 

82. (1) In case of non-payment of any octroi or terminal 

tax or of any toll on demand, the officer empowered to collect 
the same may seize any article on which the octroi or terminel 
tax is chargeable, or any vehicle or animal on wlueb the toll is 


* Corresponds, to 8. 81 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 
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dbairf«kble« or anjr part of its burden of raffident ▼aloe to «atit- 
fy the demand. 


(2) The committee after the lapae of five day« from the »«s* 
nr^ and after the iuue of a proclanution fixing die time and 
place of sale, may cause any property so sdzedt or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, to be sold by auction to satisfy the 
demand, with the expenses occasioned by the seizure, custody 
and sale thereof, unless the demand and expmises are in the 
meantime paid: 


Provided that, by ord«r of the 


President or a Vice-President, 


Executive officer, 
articles of a perishable nature which could not be kept for five 
days without serious risk of damage may be sold after the 
lapse of such shorter time as he may, having regard to the nature 
of the articles, think proper. 


Notes. 

S. 68 of the old Act, 

•Ss. 82 and 83 have been amended by Act I of 1922 so as 
to make them applicable to terminal tax as well. 

Analogous Laiv :— j 

S. 163, Bengal District Municipal : pal Act, III of 1901. 

Act, 1884. ; S 80, Central Provinces Munici- 

S. 20'), Bengal Municipal Act,: pal Act, II of 1922, 

XV of 1932. ; S 132, .Madras City Municipal 

S. 93, Bombay Municipal ' Act, 1919. 

Boroughs Act, 1925. ! Ss, 107 and 112, Madras District 

S. 79, Bombay District Munici- I Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Executive Officers Act.— In municipalities to which this 
Act is extended, the words “Errecutive Officer" shall be 
deemed to be substituted for the words in italics. 

Powers under this section shall not be exercised by 
committees but may be exercised by executive officers in 
municipalities to which the Executive Officers Act has been 
extendetl. 

Collection of tolls and toll bars. ~ Chapter VII, Rule 15 
of the Municipal Account Code provides that the committees 
shall place a toll bar at points where the collection is 
sanctioned and shall exhibit a table of toll rates at each toll 
bar. 

The tolls would only be leviable at the toll bar, no tolls 
should leviable on carts passing a road where there is no 
toll bar, unless the cart is making a detour to evade payment 
of toll, Cf. 6 Mad. 37. 
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j ^to 83 . fiig cgJiefitioa of any octroi or termiiuil tax or toll 

c^lMtion of *"**3^ ^ leased by the committee, ■with the previous sMiction of 

octroi, termi- 1^ Commissioner, for any period not exceeding one year; and 
Tdls *** leaBanftod persons employed l»y him in the management 

Inhd kiofle^^n the octroi err terminal tax or toll dball in respect 

iiimreof— 

(a) be bound by any orders made by the committee for 
their guidance, 

{l>) have such powers exercisable by officers of a 
committee under this Act as the committee may, 
from time to time, confer upon them; and 

(c) be entitled to the same remedies and be subject to 
the same responsibilities as if they were employed 
by the committee for the management and collection 
of the octroi or terminal tax or toll. 

Notes. 

S. 69 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law j Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

S. 164, Bengal District Munici- i 215, Hombav (.’itv Municipal 
pal Act, 1884. j Act, III of JS8N.' 

S. 206, Bengal Municipal Act, . !^. 83, Cantonment Act, II of 
XV of 1932. , 1924 

S. 101, Bombay Municipal S. i.'ll (Ij). Mailra.s I'ity Munici- 
Boroughs Act, 1925 pal Act, 1919. 

ft. 81 (o), Bombay Di.«!trict 

Toll. —The word is not confined merely to “ tolls ” for 
roads and bridges but include toll for public ferries. 1930 
Sindh 176,125 I. C. 223. 

Power to lease any other tax. —The section <ioes not give 

r wer to farm the right to collect slaughtering fee. Cf. 11 
C. 665 and 669. 

No doubt the word “ Tax ” in S. 59 (jt.) of Bombay 
Munieipal Boroughs Act is used in the sense of a 
toll, that is, a payment charged for a particular bene¬ 
fit, namely, the right to attend a shrine. But in con¬ 
struing S. 81-A, which gives the municipality |)uwer to 
lease the levy of any toll, the court must apply the diction¬ 
ary which the legislature has pro\ uied and hold that the 
section confers on the municipality j)ow('r to lease the kny 
of what is described in the Act as a toll, and as this parti¬ 
cular levy on pilgrims is deseribc'd not as a toll, but as a tax, 
the munici^lity has not the power to farm out tiie levy of 
this imj^sition on pilgrims which is described as a “ tax *» 
though it mi^t have been more correcty described as a toll. 
Under the circumstances the contract of lease was held to be 
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illegal and the committee could not recover the money due 
under the lease. 

The corporation cannot by estoppel acquire a power to 
do something which is outside its legal capacity. 

Where a part of the consideration is unlawful the 
general rule is, that w'hen you cannot sever the illegal from 
the legal part of a contract the contract is altogether void. 
57 Bom. l78j 1933 Bom. 132; 35 Bom. L. R. 163. 

Construction.— The powers of a statutory corporation 
must he strictly construed and what is not permitted to such 
a body must Ije taken as forbidden. Therefore the fact 
that a municipal eonunittee is expressly granted the power 
to farm out tolls, does not imply that it can also farm out 
tlie collection of slaughtering fee. 11 I. C. 669. 

Prosecution of lessees.— A lessee under the section cannot 
l>e prosecuted under S. 81 for non-payment of money due on 
account of tolls or octroi taxes. He can only be proceeded 
against by a civil suit; see 26 Ma<l. 475 ; 22 Bom. 709. 

When collection of toll or other taxes has been leased and 
no formal agreement has been executed, as required by S. 47 
the committee has been allowed to recover. 2 Mad. 104 and 
72 I, C. 703. 

Recoveries of dues from lessees.— 1930 Sindh 176. 

84. (1) An appeal against the assessment or levy oi may 

or against the refusal to refund any tax under this Act shall lie 
to the Deputy Commissioner or fo such other officer as may be 
empowered by the local Government in this behalf: 

Provided that, when the Du;>nty Commissioner or such 
other officer as aforesaid is, or was when the tax was imposed, 
a member of the committee, the appeal shall lie to the Commis¬ 
sioner of the Division. 

(2) If, on the hearing of an appeal under the section, any 
question as to the liability to, or the principle of assessment of, 
a tax arises, on which the officer hearing the appeal entertains 
reasonable doubt, be may, either of bis own motioti or on the 
application of any person interested, draw up a statement of 
the facts of the case and the point on which doubt is entertained, 
and refer the statement with his own opinitm on the point for thd 
decision of the Chief Court. 

(3) On a refei-ence being'made under subjection (2), thii 
sdbse^ptenl proceedings in this case shall be, as nearly as Inky Im, 
in conformity with the rules releting to refarenchs to the' High 
Cptirf eontehted in Sectkln' 113 end Order XLVf of the Codh' of 
Civil Procedure. 


.\ppeal 

against 

taxatior 
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(4) fat every aq^peel the cost shall be in the discretion of the 
officer decidinir the appeaL 

(5) Costs awarded imdor this section to the committee 
shall be recoverable by the committee as thouiph they were 
•rrears of a tax due from the appellant. 

(6) If the committee fail to pay any costs awarded to an 
appellant within ten days after the date of the order for payment 
thereof* the officer awarded the costs may order the person 
having the custody of the badance of the municipal fund to pay 
the amount. 


Notes. 

S. 52 of the old Act. The new Act makes a provision 
for the case of refunds of taxes. 


Analogous Law :— 

Ss. 113 & 114, Bengal District 
Municipal Act, 1884. 

S 110, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925, 

S. 86, Bombay District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1901. 

Ss. 217 & 219, Bombay City 
Municipal Act, Til of Jb88. 


S. b3, Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898. 

Ss. 84-86, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

Ss. 83 & 229, Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 160, 162-3, 3'9 and 320, U P 
Municipalities Act, 1916. 

S. 72, Punjab District Board Act, 
1883 


Court-fee. —An appeal against municipal taxation is 
exempt from payment of court-fee. Vide S. 19 {xxi), Court 
Fees Act. 

Revision against decision of Deputy Commissioner or 
Commissioner. —When the Deputy Commissioner or Commis¬ 
sioner hears an appeal he is merely an appellate authority 
having jurisdiction given by the Act to deal with questions 
of civil liability. He is not an inferior criminal court under 
Cr, P. C. The orders are not subject to revisional juris¬ 
diction of High Court. They are not acting as revenue 
oflScers and their orders are not open to revision by Financial 
Commissioner. 9 Bom. L. R. 1347. 


Where a district magistrate passes an order in an 
appeal from the order of the octroi superintendent, he is 
acting only under the Municipalities Act, and not under the 
Cr. P. C. as an inferior criminal court of the High Cour t 
within the meaning of S. 435, Cr. P. C. Hence his order is 
not open to revision by the High Court. 1933 All. 281. 

StatntOfy provisi<m*—uxcluding ordinufy remedy by suit. 

— Statutory provisions giving jurisdiction to inferior 
courts^ to Government departments or to bodies created ad hoc 
must te strictly construed and the procedure preseribo4 
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must be exactly followed. Where public oflScers acting under 
colour of the statutory authority either decline to exercise 
or act beyond the authority given, it will not be held in the 
absence of clear language that the legislature intended to 
destroy the ordinary right of His Majesty’s subjects to 
seek remedy in the courts and to place them at the mercy 
of irresponsible tribunals or irresponsible state depart¬ 
ments. 1932 Mad. 90, 135 1. C. 452, 55 Mad. 298. 

Refusal to refund; suit. —An appeal lies to the Com¬ 
missioner for refusal to refund a tax lawfully levied and 
that a suit for its recovery does not lie. Plaintiff is bound 
to exhaust his remedy by appeal before suing for refund. 
It may be that in some eases the remedy is inconvenient 
but it is to be observed that, where a statute creates a right 
and provides at the same time a remedy, that remedy and no 
other is available and I doubt whether we have power to 
provide a different remedy because the former is an in¬ 
convenient remedy. P. R. 38 of 1911; 9 I. C. 1000. 

Appeal to Privy Council. —The decision of the High 
Court on a reference by the Commissioner is not open to 
appeal to Privy Council. S. 109 of the C. P. C. has no 
application to such orders. 1927 Rang. 88. 

Reference—exact point of law not formulated. —Under 
S. 319 of U. P. Act, 11 of 1916, all that the High Court is 
required to do is to see a statement of facts made by the 
district magistrate himself and to express its opinion on a 
point of law arising out of the statement. It is not the 
duty of the High Court to investigate the facts. The 
district magistrate is the appellate authority and the High 
Court may be required to state its opinion on a point of law 
for his benefit. The point of law should be formulated by the 
district magistrate. Consequently where, for the facts, the 
High Court is asked not to confine itself to the reference 
made by the district magistrate but to certain other extra¬ 
neous documents and further the exact points of law which 
in the opinion of district magistrate arises has not been for¬ 
mulated in terms, toe reference is defective and must be 
returned. 1932 All. 407,138 I. C. 59. 

Final In S. 84. —The word means no appeal lies from the 
order. 16 I. C. 449; 8 Nag. L. R 107. 

Rttvition without appeal.— No appeal under S. 84 agaihst 
levy of octroi on motor cars; revision against order under 
S. 81 is not entertained, 1931 Lah. 572; 132 1.0. 694. 

88. (1) No appeal efaall lie to reH>^t of o on any land 
<Hr blading unless it is preferred withm <nie mMith after the 


Limitstio- 



Taxation 
lot to be 
luesti o n e d 
except under 
he Act. 


publication of the notice prescribed by section 66 or section 68 
or after the date of any 6nal order under section 69, as the 
case may be, and no appeal shall lie in respect of any other tax 
unless it is preferred within one month from the time when the 
demand for the tax is made: 

Provided that an appeal may be admitted after the ex¬ 
piration of the period prescribed therefor by this section if the 
af^ellant satisfies the officer before whom the appeal is prefer¬ 
red that he had sufficient cause for not presenting the appeal 
within that period. 

(2) No appeal shall be entertained unless the appel¬ 
lant has pud all other municipal taxes due from him to the 
«>minittee op to the date of such appeal. 

Notes. 


S. 53 of the old Aet. 


Analogous Law: — 

S. 115, Bengal Dl-^trict Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. 88 (a), Bombiy District 

Municipal Act, III of 190l. 

S 63, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 


S. 87, Cantonment. Act, II of 1924. 
S. 84, l.'enlral Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 161, C. P Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


Other municipal taxes.— Taxes other than one in dispute. 


86. (1) No objection shall be taken to any valuation or 

assessment, nor shall the liability of any person to be assessed 
or taxed be questioned, in any other manner or by any other 
authority than is provided in this Act. 

(2) No refund of any tax shall be claimable by any person 
otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of this Act 
and the rules thereunder. 

Notes. 


S. 63 of the old Act. 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 116, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. l50, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 119; Behar and Orissa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 


S. 7.J, Central Proviucc-s Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 354, Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 164, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


Caution.-- It will be observed thjit the Punjab Aet is much 
ni/idier in restriistihg' the jddsdibtidh" of' civil cfmrts in 
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matters of taxation tiian some of the other provincial muni¬ 
cipal Acts. The decisions of other High Courts therefore 
have to be applied with a good deal of caution in the inter¬ 
pretation of this section. 

The courts in this province, however, have been influ¬ 
enced by these decisions to a certain extent without regard to 
the special wording of the sections corresponding to this 
section. 

Jurudiction of Civil Courts is barred. —The civil courts 
have no jurisdiction to revise the valuation of houses made 
by a municipality for the purpose of imposing a house tax. 
The remedy against over-valuation is provided in the shape 
of an appeal. Cf. 24 Bom. 607. 

In the absence of proof of mala fides, perversity or mani¬ 
fest error, civil courts ought not to interfere with the house 
valuation made by a municipality for the purpose of taxa¬ 
tion, unless there is a breach of the rules prescribed by law 
for making the valuation. 26 Bom. 294. 

A suit to set aside an order made on appeal under 
S- 33 of Bengal Act, HI of 1884, [S. 84 of F^unjab Act, III 
of 1911] to the municipal commissioners against a rate 
assessment, and to reduce the tax levied by them under that 
Act, on the ground that they have tried the aj)peal in an im¬ 
proper way, and have exceeded their powers and acted 
contrary to the provisions of the Act, cannot be maintained 
in the civil ourts. The (iecisinn on apjieal is final. 1 Cal. 
409. 

The civil courts have nothing to do \rith the correct¬ 
ness or otherwise of the valuation made by a municipality. 
They can only interfere when the assessment is ultra vires. 
The civil courts have no jurisdiction to interfere with the 
assessment even when the ratepayer had no proper hearing 
l>efore the (Ibjection Committee. 5 I. C. 321 ; 37 Cal. 374. 

Where house tax was erroneously levied in respect of a 
house which was completed only six weeks before the end of 
the half year, the persons from whom the tax is levied 
cannot sue the municipality for refund in a civil court. As 
the tax had a legal existence there was no disregard of the 
provisions levying the tax. His remedy is by way of 
appeal under the Act. 19 Mad. 10. 

A suit w'as brought in the court of the district munsiff 
of Gantur to recover the amount of profession tax for 1876 
levied by the municipal commissioni'rs of Gantujj on the 
plaintiff upon the supposition that he carried on business as 
an agent while in fact he carried on no such business. The 
defendant pleaded that the court had no jurisdiction, field 
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by the High Court that the court had no jurisdiction to 
adjudicate on the matter in contest as the tax has a le^l 
existence having been imposed in accordance with procedure 
and no suit can lie to cancel its incidence. 2 Mad, 37. 

In a suit for compensation for refusal to refund certain 
duty paid on goods exported witliout verification by the 
octroi superintendent: Held that an appeal lay to the Com¬ 
missioner from the order refusing refund of a tax lawfully 
levied, that the plaintiffs were bound to exhaust their remedy 
by appeal before suing for refund and that the plea that the 
remedy by appeal was onerous one and inconvenient had no 
force. .38 P. R. 1911. 

Surat City Municipality served, under S. 82, clause (3) 
of the Bombay District Municipal Act, III of 3901, a notice 
of demand upon the plaintiff for house tax due by him. The 
plaintiff instead of proceeding under S. 83 of the Act insti¬ 
tuted a suit in the civil court for an injunction to restrain 
the municipality from recovering the house tax from him. 
The lower Courts rejected the claim on the ground that, as 
plaintiff had omitted to appeal to a magistrate under S. 84 of 
the Act, his suit was premature: 

Held, that the injunction prayed for could not be 
granted. By S, 06 of the Specific Relief Act an injunction 
cannot be granted where efficacious relief can be obtained by 
any olher usual mode of proceeding. S. 86 of Bi:)mbay Act, 
Ili of 1901 gave a remedy to the plaintiff, but iastead of 
resorting to it, he filed this suit for injunction. It was dis¬ 
cretionary for a court to grant an injunction and that dis¬ 
cretion must be exercised judicially with extreme caution and 
only in very clear cases. 27 Bom. 403. 

Jarisdicticm of Courts not barred. —The section does not 
bar the civil courts from interfering when the municipality 
exceeds its powers. In a case a j^rson was assessed and 
taxed for occupying holdings within the munici|)ality. As a 
matter of fact he occupied no holdings in the municipality. 
He brought a suit for declaration that a resolution of the 
municipality holding him liable to be assessed to the tax was 
illegal and inoperative; 

It was held that the section had no application to a 
dispute as to whether a person assessed to the tax does and 
does not occupy a holding and that there is therefore no bar 
to the cognizance of the present suit by the civil courts. It 
was also held that the word “ liability ” would seem to mean 
the “ liability ” of any person being the occupier or owner 
Of a holding. 2\ Cal. 31. 
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An assessment of tax under S. 85, clause (a) of Bengal 
Aei, 111 of 1884, made in consideration of assessee’s “ circum¬ 
stances and property ” altogether or partly outside the local 
limits of the municipality is ultra vires and illegal and the 
civil courts have .iuri^ietion to set aside such an assess¬ 
ment. 27 Cal 849. 

S. 116 of Bengal Municipal Act does not take away the 
jurisdiction of civil courts in a case where it is alleged and 
established that the assessment, the propriety of which is 
in controversy is open to objection on the ground that it is 
ultra vires. 35 Cal. 859. • ■ 

To the same effect see 3 C. W. N. 73 and 11 Cal 275. 

In 11 Cal. 275 the assessment was not made on the let¬ 
ting value of the house as laid down in the Act but on the 
(X)st of the building, the assessment w'as set aside as made on 
a vreong basis though the commissioner’s decision was linaJ 
but it was set aside as without jurisdiction or in excess of 
jurisdiction. 

Under a corresponding provision of Ma<lras Act, Ilf of 
187!, it has been held that a suit lor recovery of mont'y 
wrongfully levied as a tax lies because/the so called tax had 
no legal existence. 

There is no provision in that Act for levying any tax 
described in S. 57 of the Act at all otherwise than by the 
prescribing of the machinery for its levy in Ss. 56—til. If 
that machinery is not applied no liability to pay such tax can 
arise. 

Where the municipality of a town had not determined 
on the imp(»sition of a tax of that description till 22nd April 
of the official year for which such tax was imjKised and the 
list of {x'rsons to h* taxed for the year was not e(.>mpieted 
till l4th July of the same year and notice to A of his assess¬ 
ment under such tax was not given him till 8th October in 
tlio year: Held, that the tax had no legal existence at the 
time the tax was imi)oscd and that A was entitled to recov'er 
the money collected from him as such tax. 1 Mad. 158. 

The mutiicipalily of Tuticorin demanded Ks. 50 as pro¬ 
fession tax from tlie South Indian Railway Company which 
had already paid the tax to the municipality at Nogapatam. 
The company complied with the demand under protest and 
sued the municii>ality for a refund of the amount paid: Held 
that the court had jurisdiction to hear and determine the 
suit as the municipality at Tuticorin had no right to levy the 
tax on the railway company. 13 Mad. 78. • 

Where a company not liable to ^e tax had been taxed 
and the provisions of the Act had hot been'in substance and 
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effect epmpiied with, suit would be maintainable and S. 2*.2 
of Madras Act, IV of 1884, would be no bar, as there is no 
difference in principle between the exaction of a tax which 
has not been legally imposed and the exaction of a tax from a 
person who is not taxable under the Act. In the latter ease 
no less than in the former there is a substantial disregard of 
the provisions of the Act. £4 Mad. 20a. 

House and water tax ws^s levied under District Munici¬ 
palities Act (Madras) on the school buildings of the Native 
College, Madura, and was paid by the Manager of the College. 
On a suit by the manager for refund of the tax it was held 
that the school buildings are exempted from taxation as 
buildings exclusively used for charitable purposes. The tax 
of the municipality was therefore collected illegally. An 
imposition of a tax w’hieh is expressly prohibited by the Act, 
cannot be deemed to be made under the provisions of the Act. 
21 Mad. 367. 

By S. 71 of the Madras District Municipalities Act, 1884, 
the chairman may, at any time, amend the assessment 
book in manner therein provided; but no person's name or 
properly shall be inserted, nor any increase of assessment 
made unless notice thereof has been served on such persons 
not leas than thirty days previous to a day to be spepitied 
in such notice as the day on which suc.h notice will be 
revised. By S. 262,* no assessment made under the aut^rity 
of the Act sh^ll be impeached aial np Jietion s^ll be 
maintained in any court to recover money paid in respect 
of apy t#x levied under the Act provided the directions and 
pEOyisjohs of the Act have been substantially comjpliied witli. 
\ notice which was served upon plaintiff by a npmqicipal 
coii^l purported to be issued under S. 71 (2) of Madras 
)t)istr|ct Municipalities Act, 1884, was as follows:-! have 
ihe i^nour to forward herewith a list showing the amount of 
iMd and wa|er tax^ due for 1893*96 on devastanam lands 
ihe limits of this municipality and to request that 
you wll be gopd enoqgh tp cause the amount to be remitted 
to this office at your earliest convenience: 

Held, that the notice was bad, that the terms of the 
S. 71 (2) had not been substantially complied with an(t 
consequently S. 262* (2) had no application. 23 Mad. 323. ' 

A ^vil court has jurisdiction to determine whettie^ 

impo^txon of a tax is illegal or ultra vires andl to grant 
^iief« it haa levied on persons who for that reasop ara 

not liable to pay the a&me. 1928 Lah. 53; 9 Lah. 34^ 

^ & 86 of the Pucgat! 
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wader Seedon 62^-~Where a 
noliQeation describes the class of persons to be taxed as all 
persons who carry on any trade or follow, any profession or 
calling within the municipal area: Held^ the notification suffi¬ 
ciently defined the clag» of persons to be t^ed. 

It may be that this definition may give rise to certain 
suits on the ground that the persons taxed do riot carry on a 
trade or follow a profession or calling and that they there¬ 
fore are not liable to be taxed, the tax is not therefore illegal 
by reason of the want of definition of the class of persons to 
be taxed and the members of the Bar cannot object to its 
imposition as they come within the class defined. 1928 Lah. 
53; 9 Lah. 340. 

Profession tax should not be a second income tax. . A 
second income tax cannot be imposed though a tax on profes¬ 
sions, trades or callings can be imposed. If the method of 
assessment in reality makes the tax one on inconie, it is 
illegal and ultra vires even though it purports to be a tax on 
persons practising profession or carrying on a trade or call¬ 
ing. The tax which can be irriposed without the sanction o^ 
the Govemor-GerieraWn-Couricil on professions, trades or 
callings must te one which is not a second ta* on incomes of 
such persons, that is, there must }ye a flat rate imposed by th 2 
tax on each profession, trade or calling or rather oh all per¬ 
sons practising a particular profession or carrying on a 
particular trade or calling. 1928 Lah. 53. 

Afi^iftent ih-egufau'. —Where there has been no regular 
assessment or alteration of assessment, and a party Suea for 
a declaration that he is not liable to be classed in a particular 
Class of tax-payer, provisions of S. 86 do not apply and 
suit lies in the civil court. Cf. 1930 All. 222, 127 I. C. 514. 

Income. — Income in profession tax will mean net income. 
It cannot be said that the provisions of the Act have 
been complied with when the word income is treated as mean¬ 
ing gross income and not net income, and when the basis of 
assessment is in question the civil court can entertain a suit 
for setting aside the assessment on the ground that the basis 
of assessment is wrong and S. 86 does not bar such a suit 
Cf, 1928 Mad. 346, llO I. 0. 5. 

A suit for restraining committee from collecting tax.— 

suit for injunction to restrain the municipality from imposing 
and collecting a tax is not maintainable. But the assesses 
has a right to object to the assessment before the comhiHfcee 
and appeal from its decision to the proper authority. He 
may also claim a reference to the High CoUrt. Cf. 1923 
Hang. 75. See also 21 AU> 348 on grant of injunctions 
against committees. 
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Tax coHacted from a poraon not taxaUo—S«dt for refund 

of tax. —If tiie professional tax is collected from a person who 
is not taxable under the Act at all, it would amount to a sub¬ 
stantial disregard of the provisions of the Act and therefore 
Cl. (2), S. 228* will not be a bar to the institution of a suit 
by the person so taxed for the recov^ery of the amount of the 
tax collected from him. 1931 Mad. 822, 135 I. C. 462. 

Where a municipality levies a tax upon a person who is 
not liable to pay it, such an act is not in compliance either in 
sutetance or in effect with the provisions of the Act. 1929 
Mad. 146 (2), 108 I. C. 216- 

Ouster of ordinary jurisdiction of Civil Courts. —The power 
conferred by a special Act on a local authority to impose a 
particular tax for particular purposes in a specified manner 
does not oust the jurisdiction of the civil courts to give 
relief against an illegality committed by that body under 
cover of statutory powers. 

A special law authorises a body to act within and not 
without the jurisdiction it confers, 

A special jurisdiction must be very strictly construed, 
especially when it seems to have the effect of depriving the 
subject of a common law right. Therefore, notwithstanding 
anything contained in the Municipal Act, a civil court has 
jurisdiction to determine the (luestion whether the imposition 
of a tax is illegal and ultra vires of a municipal authority. 

The question of jurisdiction does not depend upon the 
truth or falsehood of a claim, but u|X)n its nature; it is 
determinable in the commencement, not at the conclusion, of 
an inquiry. The merits of a demand are immaterial as 
affecting jurisdiction. 

When the same phrase or expression is used in several 
codified laws of a particular territory, all emanating from the 
same source that phrase or expression mu.st have the same 
significance wherever used, unless such a meaning would 
be repugnant to the context. 

]f the illegal imposition of a tax does not give jurisdic¬ 
tion to a civil court, the court cannot legally record any 
finding whether or not there has been an illegality. I 6 I. O. 
449; 44 I. C. 910; 74 P. W. H. 1918. 

Errors in assessment, which constitute irregularities 
merely and do not go to the groumlwork of the tax and 
render the assessment void, can be corrected wholly in the 
manner provided by the statute, which creates the authority, 
and the remedy so provided must be treated as exclusive. On 

• Cf. S. 86 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 



373 


See/93.3 

the other hand, where the defects in assessment are juiisdic- 
tional, remiering them void, the persons aggrieved are en¬ 
titled to invoke the ordinary judicial remedies, and all other 
violations of law give rise to jurisdictional questions. In 
other words, while mere erroneous exercise of judgment is 
not reviewable by the civil court, any excess of jurisdictio|i 
makes the act liable to challenge in such court. The 
jurisdiction of courts depends upon the allegations in the 
plaint and not upon those which may ultimately be found 
true. But a mex'e assertion that an act veas objected to as vUra 
viren Will not give jurisdiction. The plaint must make dis¬ 
tinct allegations of fact or law how the act was ultra vires. 

The income taxable is the income derived from the 
profession or art practised or trade carried on within 
the municipal limits. If the outside income is brought in and 
mixed with the income made within the municipality and 
spent there the whole income will no doubt be taxable, but 
if the outside income is not at all brought in but is kept at the 
place w'here it is earned, it cannot be taken into considera¬ 
tion while assessing the professional tax. 1922 Nag. 10, 65 
1 . C.5d’. 

A civil court has jurisdiction to determine the question 
whether the imposition of a tax i.s illegal ami ulira vires and 
to give relief if a tax has been levied from a ])erson w’ho is 
not liable to pay the same. .A suit for refund of a tax as 
levied illegally is not excepteil from the cognizance of a 
Small Cause Court under Article 1 of Scheslule as such a 
suit cannot lx* regarded as one concerning an act purporting 
to be done by any person by order of the local Government. 
A munsifT residing in a notified area where profession tax is 
imposed cannot be said to follow a profession in the popular 
sense of the term. 44 I. C. 9l0. 

Note .—^The court, seems to liave tacitly relied on rulings under 
the otlier Munici[)al .Acts. In this case the tax had been legally 
inuxised. The question related to tlie applicability of the tax to a 
IKirticular person, ft in fact related to the liability of the munsiif 
to the particular tax legally imixxsed. S. <86 (1) would thus appear 
to exclude the jurisdiction of the civil coiii’ts. In any case the 
mnnsiff should have exhausted his reraedj’ by appeal liefore filing a 
civil suit; sec P. R 38 of 1911 which does not seem to have been 
citetl at tlie Bar. 

The prextedure prescribed by Ss. 84 and 86 relate 
only to appeals against the assessment or levy of a tax 
under the law and do not provide a remedy for what may 
be done in violation of that law. The Special Act does not 
oust the jurisdiction of the civil court to relieve one subject 
of the Crown against an illegality imposed upon him by any 
other subject, A eivU court can try a suit to reaver 
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iU^g&Qy leviefd by a municipality tbou^ tibe plaintiff did 
not first take action under S. 84 of the Municipal Act. 1924 
Lah. 619, 75 I. C. 737. 

S. 44 of Berar Municipal Law and S. 68 of C. P. Muntei- 

S alities Act do not oust the jurisdiction of civil courts to 
etermine if a particular tax purporting to be imposed 
under those enactments is illegal or ultra vires even when 
the tax is levied in pursuance of notification published in the 
Goveriiment Gazette. 

It is not obligatory upon the local Government to fix 
any maximum under S. 66 (2) and, if none is fixed, the 
municipal committee is still competent to effect variation 
under S. 66 (4). Cf. 1930 Nag. 153; 122 I. C. 691. 

Where jurisdiction of Civil Courts excluded decree of 
Civil Court is ultra vires. —The jurisdiction of civil court is 
excluded in all matters relating to any valuation, assess¬ 
ment, liability to assessment or taxation by cantonment 
lx)ard. And if a decree is passed it is wholly without 
jurisdiction and ultra vires and cannot be put into execution. 
144 I. C. 1016; 1933 All. 163. 

Sum levied as Profession Tax credited to a diflFerent tax.— 
Where a company was taxed to a profession tax after exemp¬ 
tion and then when finding that such levy was unauthorized, 
the committee credited it as received towards a tax on com¬ 
panies : Held that the committee could not do so and the muni¬ 
cipal council cannot impose charges not under the authority of 
the Act and then when a suit is filed for their recovery allot 
tee money thus unlawfully obtained to some demand alleged 
to hie under the authority of the Act and plead that no suit lies. 
General powders are conferred upon these local bodies upon 
the strict understanding that they observe the conditions of 
the statute to which they owe their ori^n, and to allow them 
to leN'y taxes upon private persons without such strict 
compliance would be a grave scandal. At any rate courts 
hive no power to relieve local bodies from the statutory 
powers imposed on them. 1926 Mad. 152 (2), 911 C. 297. 

Holding. The basis of a holding is occupation and 
the term holding is used with reference to land held by art 
occupier under one title and surrounded by one set of bound¬ 
aries. 

When a municipal corporation had acted iri contravention 
of tee provisions of the statute, it is open to a civil court to 
declare that the assessment is illegal. 

Where tliere is some indication that the assessment has 
po^bly been illegal but the plaintiff has not been able te 
wite re^rd to any particular holdmg, that tee 
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b«s bfea ©»tJ>e ^soatoavention of the 

statute an4 is liable tP be 4pclare4 ultra vires by a eMl court 
the suit should be disiuissed. I. C. h48. 

See also 7 Bom, 2(199; 9 Bom. 51; 21 All. 348 noted 
under 8. 62; consult also a4 1. O. 454; 26 I. C. 96; 22 I. <3. 
237; 39 Cal, 141; 41 Cal. 1U8; and 501. C. 394. 

Construction of tlatutes.— In construing enactments creat¬ 
ing hscal obligations, provisions declaring the liability to 
the tax are to be disti^uished from those providing for its 
imposition. The machinery for the imposition of the tax 
may be independent of the obligation of the taxpayer. 3 Mad. 
li'7. 

An equitable construction is not permissible in a taxing 
statute when it is possible to adhere to the words of the 
statute. The statute is not to be construed like a contract. 
The power to impose a tax is not contractual and nee^ no 
correlative right. ^.Mad- 362, 

Rules for stuteesiaeut ultra vires. —When the statute does 
not speeilicaily provide that the assessment, revision or 
demand shall oe nnal, the jurisdiction of the civil court 
cannot be taken away by rules made under the Act. it 
is urell estabiished that a distinct unequivocal enactment is 
required for the purpose of either adding to or taking away 
the jurisdiction oi a court and that authority to achieve 
such a result by the subordinate legislation or rules cannot 
be implied. Such rules will also be ultra vires. If the 
assessment, however, is wholly ultra vires, it can be set a^c, 
although it has been made in a series of years without an 
objection being taken to the assessment roll. 34 I. C. 141; 
40 Bom. 446. 

Okni* of iiroof. —In a suit a^inst a district board for 
refund of tax paid it is for the^laintilf to show that he is not 
liable to pay t^ tax and that it has been illegally exacted 
for the district board to prove that the plaintiff has been 
from him and not properly assessed and is not entitled to a 
refund. 1933 Lah. 124; 141 I. C.378. 


CHAPTEfI YI, 

MuNlClPiL POUC*. 


37. (1) HnltM esIieuMl «ftl^ 

S oU||g^ by »» >i utoio a fuftt^ 

^mKwrnrn nqiMsdiMib|» 
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(2) TJke •stablishmmt maintained under snb*seetkm (1) 
dudl consist either of a body of watchmen or of part ^ Ae 
genmal police force under the local Government within the 
meaning of section 2 of Act V of 1861, or partly of one and 
partly of the other, as the local Government may determine; 
and shall consist of such number of officers and men who shall 
respectively receive such pay, leave-allowances, gratuities and 
pensions as the committee may, from time to time, after con¬ 
sultation with the District BAagistrate and the Inspector General 
of Police, and subject to the final decision of the local Govern¬ 
ment, direct. 

Notes. 

S. 79 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law.— S. 74 of N. W. P. and Oudh Act, 1 of 

1900. 


8S. (1) The local Government may relieve any com- 

ii 11 ees mittee of the whole or part of the cost of the police ^establish- 
Police ment and may enter into a contract with the committee on 
such terms as may be agreed on, that, in consideration of 
such relief, the committee shall pay periodically a sum not 
exceeding the amount thereof, or undertaking any services with¬ 
in the municipality to which the municipal fond can properly 
be applied, and which are estimated to cost not more than the 
amount of the relief. 

(2) When a committee has been relieved under this 
section of the whole or part of the cost of the police establish¬ 
ment which it is required to maintain, the local Government 
shall itaiaintain sOch police establishment as it shall consider 
necessary, and the establishment so maintained may consist 
t^er of a body of watchmen or of a part of the general police 
force under the local Government within the meaning of sec¬ 
tion 2 of Act V of 1861, of partly of one and partly of the 
other. 

Notes. 

S. 80 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law.— S. 75 of N. W. P. and Oudh Act, I of 
1900; S. 55 of O. P. Act, XVI of 1003. 

All the municipalities in the Punjab have bjen relieved 
of the charges for police establishment and buildings with 
effect from ist AprU 1911. [See Municipal Manual, pages 
877^ to 38jij for various orders of the Government oh the 
subject.] In consideration of the relief the committees 
may be required to undertake other services, but so far no 
orders have been issued by Governownt requiring municijpali- 
ties to undertake any particular sendee. 
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8SL (1) If 111* mainlftineil noder this 

coacist* wholly or in part of watchmen, tibey— . 

(a) diall be under the orders of the Superintendent of 
Police, subject to the general control of the District 
Magistrate; 

(&) shall be appointed and promoted, and diaU be liable 
to dismissal, suspension, reduction or fine, under 
such rules as the local Government may make in 
this behalf; 

(c) shall perform such duties as the local Government 
may, subject to the provisions of this Act, direct; and 

(d) shall possess the same powers, be entitled to the ssune 
assistance, enjoy the same protection, be subject to 
the same responsibilities, and be liable to the same 
pensJties, as if they were police officers enrolled 
under Act V of 1861. 

(2) Any person obstructing any such watchman in the 
discharge of his duties may be arrested without warrant by a 
police officer or by any such watchman. 

Notes. 


S. 81 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law. -S. 76 of N. W. I’, and Oudh Act, I of 
1900; S. 56 of C. P. Act, XVI of 1903. 

90. If the establishment maintained under this chapter 
or any portion thereof consist of part of the general police 
force, the local Government may, notwithstanding anything 
contained in Act V of 1861 or in any other Act for the time 
being in force, define, subject to the provisions of this Act, the 
duties which the officers and men of the establishment or such 
portion thereof may or may not be required to perform. 

Notes. 

S. 82 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law.— 8 . 77 of N. W. P. and Oudh Act, I of 
1900; S. 57 of C. P. Act, XVI of 1903. 

91,. (1) Evei^ member of a police establishment under 
this Act shall give immediate information to the committee of 
•ny offence committed against this Act or the rules or bye>Iaw8 
and shall be bound to awist all members, officers and servants 
of the committee in the exercise of theur lawful autiiority. 

(2) Every member such police establishment may arrest 
any. person committing in his view any offence against this Act 
or thejd^ib or bye>laws - 


Appo nt- 
ment, liabili¬ 
ties & duties 
of Municipal 
Watchmen. 


Duties of 
Fol ce enroll¬ 
ed under Act 
V of 1861. 


Powers and 
duties of 
Police fft res¬ 
pect of offen¬ 
ces against 
Act and 
rules, and 
assistance to 
Municipal 
authorities. 
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(o) U tiie aane and addi%M of dw pw&n oio ladbiowii 
to him, uid 

(6) tf tibe pertmi docllnet to give his muno and addroM, 
or if there is renon to dodkt toe aeearacy of the 
name and address if given. 

<3) A person arrested andSr this section may be d*dained 
wstil his name and address have been eorrectly siseertained: 

Provided that no person so arrested shall be detained 
longer than may be necessary for bringing him before a 
magistrate except under the order of a magistrate for his 
detention. 

Notes. 

S. 83 of the old Act. 

Aftalogoui Lckv :— 

S. 365, Bengal District Munici- of 1898. 

pal Act, 1884. Ss 545 & 546, Calcutta City Muni- 

S, 534, Bengal Municipal Act, cipal Act, til of 1923, 

XV of 1932, S. 222, (Central ProvlBbes Mtonici- 

S. 376, Behar and Orissa Muni- pal Act, II of 1932. 

cipal Act, 1922. S. 402, Madras City Municifal 

S. 207, Bombay Municipal Act, 1919 

Boroughs Act, 19ri5. Ss. 355 & 356, Madras District 

S. 168, Bombay District Munici- Municij)al Act, 1920. 

pal Act, III of 1901. Ss. 211 & ’38, Rangfwn City 

Ss. 516 & 522, Bombay City Municipal Act, 1922. 

Municipal Act, III of 1888. S. 317, IJ 1*. Mimicipalilies Act, 
S. 194, Burma Municipal Act, III 1916 

Sometimes the police refuse to give help as required by 
the section on the ground that the police establishment is no 
longer maintained out of municipal fund and that the exist¬ 
ing police establishments are not establishments under 
the Act. I do not think the refusal is justified If the refus¬ 
al were justified the municipalities cannot be said to have 
deriN ed any benefit from the relief. If the committees are 
relieved of these charges then under S. 88 the local Govern¬ 
ment has to maintain a police establishment. Such establish¬ 
ment whether maintained out of municipal fund or by 
Government is an establishment under the Act and therefore 
every member of such police establishment is bound to help 
as required by S. 91. 

Police pro- 92. WbcD spccbd poBee protectioii is, in the <toi<uoft Af toe 

Wrretc Govemm«it, requisite on the occasion of any fair, agri> 

eultitfal show or industrial exhibition managed by a tammittee, 
or for toe purpose of guarding houses evacuated on accoun t of 
plague^ too local Government may provide such protectimi, 
and too committee toall pey the whole charge thereof or such 
portkm of such charge as the local GovenniseBt iiMqr OMsider 
oqnfta^ payeUe by it. 



$ec. S3^ 94 ] 


379 


Note*. 

S. 84 Q? the old Act with the additioii of provision for 
gua-rding houses evseu3.ted on account of plague. 

AnaloKou* Lmw.—S. 126 of U. P. Act, II of 1916; 
S. 223 of C. P. Act, II of 1922. 


CHAPTER Vn. 


BITIKCSTION and PaBVNSTIQN OB' FlB*. 


63. For the i^eveittioB ond estinction of fire the com* 
mittee may eeteblMh and maintain a fire brigade, and may pro* 
vide any implement*, machinery or mean* of coawmnnicating 
mtdiigence which the committee may think nece**mty for tb# 
efficient dUcharge pf their dptie* by the brii^dp- 

Noto*. 


S. 172 of the old Act, 


Analogous Lawt — 

S. 349-A, Bengal District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, i884. 

S. 397, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932 

S. 2fi9, Beliar and Orissa Muni- 
cii)al Act, Vri of 1922. 

S. 3r>9, Bombay City Municipal 


; Act, III of 1888. 

j S 138, Burma Municipal Act, 
! in of 1898. 

i S. 144, Central Provinces Munici- 
j i>al Act, II of 1922. 

[ S. 187, United Provinces Mumci- 
i jjalities Act, 1916. 


Note*. 

The duty of maintaining a fire brigade is not obligatory. 


94. (1) On the occasion of a fire in a muaicipality any 

maid*frate, the secretary of the committee, any member of com* 
mittee, any member of a fire brigade, maintained by the com¬ 
mittee then and there directing the operation* of men belong* 
ing to the brigade, and* *** f [any poiice*officer not bdow the 
rank of Sub-Inspector] may— 

(a) remove or order the removal of any person who by 
his presence interferes with or impedes the operations 
for extinguishing the fire or for saving life or 
property; 

{b) close any street or passage in or near which any fire 
is burning; 


• The words “ if directed to do so by a Magistrate or «je 
secretary or a member of committee ” were omitted for the Ptmjab 
by Punjab Act, XV of 1926. 

\ The words in brackets were substituted in the Punjab for the 
words “ Above Itbe of constable ” by Punjab Act, XV of 1^36, 


Establish-' 
ment and 
m a i n t e- 
nance of fire 
brigade. 


P o w e k 
of fire 
brigade 
& iiflhar 

suppression 
of the fire. 
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(r) for the purpose of extinguishing the fire, break into 
or through or pull down, or cause to be broken into 
or through or pulled down, or used for the passage 
of houses or other appliances, any premises; 

(d) cause mains and pipes to be shut off so as to gnre 
grater pressure of water in or near the place where 
the fire has occurred; 

(e) call on the persons in charge of any fire engine to 
render such assistance as may be possible; and 

(/) generally, take such measures as may appear neces¬ 
sary for the preservation of life or property. 

When any Government building is endangered by such a 
fire the officer of the Public Works Department for the time 
being in charge of the building may exercise the powers con¬ 
ferred on a magistrate by this sub-section. 

(2) No person shall be liable to pay damages for any act 
done by him under sub-section (1) in good faith. 

(3) Any damage done in the exercise of a power con. 
ferred or a duty imposed by this section shall be deemed to be 
damage by fire within the meaning of any policy of insurance 
against fire. 

Notes. 

S. 173 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law '.— 

S 34y-B, Bengal District Muni- Ss. 361-3, Bombay City Munici- 
cipal Act, IV of 1884. pal Act, III of 1888. 

S. 398, Bengal Municipal Act, S. l39, Burma Municipal Act, 
XV of ^932. ; m of 1898. 

S. 270, Behar and Orissa Munf- ] S. 145, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. I cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 191, ]^)ml)ay Municipal j S. 188, Uniteil Provinces Munici- 
Boroughs Act, 1925. j palities Act, 1916. 

C<mtrol by fire biigade. — On the occasion of fire any mem¬ 
ber or other person named may take the command of all 
municipal officers and servants and other persons present 
and may order the removal of any person who interferes by 
his presence with the operations of the fire brigade. Where 
a member of the fire brigade ordered the exclusion of all 
persona from certain premises where the brigade was engaged 
in extinguishing a fire, appellant, a member of the volunteer 
fire brigade, was refused admission whereupon the said 
member endeavoured to force an entrance and in doing so 
assaulted the respondent. It was held that the effect of the 
provision was to give to the brigade established by the url^n 
authority control over the premises and that the appellant 
was rightly excluded and could not justify his attempt ^ 
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force an entrance and therefore rightly convicted of an 
assault. Carter v. Thomas, (1893) 1 Q. B. 673i 

-Charges for use of 6re brigade.— A local authority is not 
entitled to make terms or demand payment for the use of 
fire brigade within its local limits, Bridlington Local Board of 
Health v. Bower, 38 J. P. 73; but it is entitled to do so when 
the fire brigade is employed outside. Sale v. Phillips, (1894) 

1 Q. B. 349. 

Liability for damages.— When an authority bound to sup¬ 
ply water for extinguishing a fire fails to do so, it is liable 
for damages [Simpson v. South Oxfordshire Water and Gas 
Co., (1908) 1 K. B. 917] unless the scarcity of water was due 
to causes beyond its controL 

This Act, however, imposes no obligation on committees 
to supply water. 

9S. The powers conferred by tibe last foregoing section Li 
shall be subject to any regulations, conditions or restrictions 
which may be imposed by rule. 

Notes. 

S. 17 4 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law: — 

S. 140‘, Burma Act, HI of 1898. S. 146, Central Provinces Act, II 
S. 274, Bchar and Orissa Munici- of 1922. 
pal Act, 1922. 


CHAPTER Vm. 

WsTRR SuPPr.Y. 

96. (1) The committee may and when the local 

Government so directs shall, provide the area under its 
control or any part thereof with a supply of wholesome water 
sufficient for public and domestic purposes. 

(2) For the purpose of providing such supply within 
the municipality the committee shall cause such tanks, reseir* 
voirs, engines, pipes, taps, and other works as may be necessary 
to be constructed or maintained, whether within or without the 
municipality; and shall erect sufficient stand pipes or other 
conveniences for the gratuitous supply of water to the public. 

(3) When reqmred by the Medical Officer of Health, 
the committee sbaU arrange for the esamination of water 
s^pUed for human cwisnmption for the purpose of deter* 
mining iriiethw the water is wholesome^ 



The greater portion of this chapter is new. Most of the 
• provisions of this chapter are taken from City of Madras 
Municipal Act and City of Bombay Munidpal Act, C/. 
Ss. 138, 192, and 194 of Madraa Act III of 1904 and 
272 and 276 of Bombay Act III of 1884, S. 96 has 
been entirely recast by Amendment Act II of 1923. Supply 
of water can be made compulsory by local Government. 

Executive OflBceic Act. —Duties imposed under sub- 
S, 3 of this section shall not be performed by committee 
but may be performed by executive officer in municipalities 
to which the Executive Officers Act has been extended. 


Analogous Law: — 

S. 287, Bengal Municipal Act, 
1884. 

Ss. 278-9, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 313* Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 171 & 261 (1), Bombay 

City Municipal Act, III of 
1888. 

Ss 215 & 216, 2i9, Calcutta City 


Municipal Act, Ilf of 1923. 

Ss 164 & 165, Madras City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1919. 

Ss. '26 & 129, Madras District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 22S & .35 f), U. P. Munici¬ 
palities Act, 916. 

English Laxv .— 

Ss. 5 , & 5o Public Health Act, 
1875. 


Area of supply. —The committee can only supply water 
in municipal area and the works fi)r such supply may be 
constructed anywhere within or without municipal area The 
supply of water outside municipal area will be illegal; jr# 
Notes under S. 18, pp, 95 & 06. 


Liability of a Corporation for damage due to escape of Water. 

—The general rule as to the liability of waterworks 
companies and other bodies having parliamentary powers, 
in respect of damage caused by their operations, is thus 
summarised: “ Where water is diverted or regulated for 
public purposes under Act of Parliament, as by conservators 
of a river, a waterworks or canal company, the authorities 
managing the water are not liable to an action for its escape, 
though caused by them, unless they exceed their powers, or 
are negligent in the execution of them; though the party 
injured may be entitled to compensation if the Act so pro¬ 
vides” (Gale on “Easements,” 6th Ed , p 415). Accordingly, 
in the case of Cracknell v, Thetford Corporation (1869), 
L, B. 4 C- P. 629, the defendants having been empowered 
by a private Act of Parliament to render navigable the river 
Brandon, and to take tolls for the purpose of repaying the 
necessary e^rpenses and having, in the exercise of their 
powers under the Act, erected stanches in the river, and the 
insult of these, combined with the natural growth o^ the 
^eeds in the river and the accnrnnlation of eilt a^inft the 
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stanches, being that the river overflowed its banks and 
damaged the plaintiff’s land; it was held, that there was no 
obligation on tbe defendants to cut the .weeds or dredge the 
silt,.unless it was necessary to do so for the beneiit of the 
navigation; and that the plaintiff’s remedy, if any, was not 
by. action against them for not doing so, but by applying 
for compensation under the Act. See also Parreti Navigation 
Co. V. kobins (1842), 10 M. & W. 593. 

The authorities will be found fully discussed in Geddis v. 
Proprietors of Bonn Reservoir (1878), 3 App Cas. 43U, 
which Case establishes the further principle, that ** if by 
a reasonable exercise of the powers either given by statutes 
to the promoters, or which they have at common law the 
damage could be prevented, it is, within this rule, 
* negli .ence’not to make such reasonable exercise of their 
powers”: per Lord Blackburn, at p. 546. 

A main belonging to a waterworks company burst, and 
the water flooded the plaintiff’s premises, causing 
considerable damage: Held {distinq. this ease from 
Rylands v. Fletcher fl868 ], L. R. s'H. L 33C), that the 
company being authorised by Act of Parliament to lay tlw 
main, and having been guilty of no negligence, were not 
liable in damages to the plaintiffs {Green v. Chelsea Water¬ 
works Co , [1894], 70 L. T 547i. See a decision to the same 
effect by Huddleston, B., in Snook v. Grand Junction Water- 
works Co.y (1886), 2 T. L. R. 308. 

Where a work of a public character (as a canal) has 
been constructed under the authority of an Act of Parliament 
a right of action for an injury not occasioned wilfully, nor 
by any act necessarily causing it, but arising from the user 
of the work (as, for instance, through the overflow* of the 
water of canal), must be founded on negligence, and 
negligence is the essence of the action; and although the jury 
has given a verdict for the plaintiff, and it has been proved 
that the proximate cause of the injury w’as an action of the 
company’s servants (as raising a flood-gate), yet if it 
is doubtful w^hether that act necessarily must have caused 
the injury, and the jury also finds that there was no negli. 
gence, the verdict will be entered for the company {White- 
house V. Birntinghatn Canal Co. [1857], 27 L. J. Ex. 25). 

If w^orks made lawful by an Act of Parliament be 
constructed negligently or unskilfully, and damage result, the 
wrongdoers are liable in damans, notwdthstandii^ the 
protection of the Act of Parliament under which they acted. 
"The distinction is now clearly established between damage 
from works authorised by statutes where the party is gene¬ 
rally to have compensatioh, and the authority is a bar to an 
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action, and damage by reason of tJie works being negligently 
done as to which the owner’s remedy by way of action re¬ 
mains”: per Crompton, J., in Bri»e v. G. IV. Bail Co. (1862), 
2 B. & S. 402. And see Clothier v. Webster (1832), 12 C. B. 
N.S.) 790; Lawrence y. G, N. Rail Co. (1831), 16 Q B. 643 
and Mersey Docks Trustees v. Gibbs (1886), L. R. I. H. L. 93. 

A further point decided in this case was that, if a man 
has a right to do a particular aet, his motive in doing so is 
immaterial and cannot render the act unlawful. 

A local board, under cover of legislative powers, cannot 
make a sewer which will have the effect of polluting the water 
of a canal. It was held^ therefore, that the board must 
be restrained from permitting sewage communications to be 
made between the adjoining houses and the main sewers so 
long as it should discharge itself in to the canal. M. S. &. L. 
Rail. Co. V. Workshop B. of H. (1836), 25 Beav. 198. 

Theft of Water. —Water supplied by a water company to 
a consumer, and standing in his pipes, may be the subject 
of a larceny at common law. I'erens v. O’ Brien (1833), 11Q. 
B. D. 21. 

Liability of Co.naiissioners for compensation for non-eupply. 

—The provisions of Ss. 9J, 91 and 234 of Punjab Municipal 
Act had corresponding provisions in City of Madras Munici¬ 
pal Act of 1878. The following ruling under the Madras 
Act is instructive; — 

By the provisions of the City of Madras Act, 1878, if 
water rate is levied by the municipality they are bound to 
supply water for bouse service to every ratepayer who 
desires and provides the necessary works to connect his 
premises with the main, which ought to be within 15J yards 
of his premises, and the ratepayers are bound to pay water 
rate whether or not they avail themselves of the privilege 
of house service. If the municipality do not perform this 
duty the ratepayer has a remedy by action and may recover 
compensation, either under the provisions of S. 433 (which 
provides that a person aggrieved by the failure of the 
municipality to do their duty may bring his action and the 
court may either direct the duty to ba performed or make 
such order as the court may deam fit) or under those of 
the Statute of Westminster. 

If the Court does not order the execution of works 
under S. 433, the only other order it could make would be an 
order for reasonable compensation. The legislature intended 
^e water rate to be a payment for a benefit conferred and 
the tax should not be levied till water can be supplied. If 
in any part of the city the, municipaUty arc aide to supply 



water and desire to obtain at once a return for their works 
they should apply to the Government to exethpt the rest of 
the city from the operation of the Act. 

When a public body has received by statute a discretion¬ 
ary power to levy and is laid under an obligation to collect 
rate, an injunction* cannot be granted by a court so as to 
deprive such public body of the power of exercising its 
discretion or to prohibit it from discharging the obligation. 
3 Mad. 201. 

See also 2 Mad. 362. 

Wholesome water. —If the water gets contaminated after 
passing through municipal mains the committees will not be 
liable for damages as the following case will show: — 

The defendants were empowered by special Act incor¬ 
porating (with the exception of certain provisions) the 
Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847, to supply w'ater for domestic 
use witiiin the limits and from the sources described by the 
Act. By the Act the defendants were entitled to prescribe 
the materials to be used for service pipes by persons supplied 
with W’ater, and by bye-laws they prescribed that the 
materials might either be lead or cast-iron Service pipes 
of lead were, upon the application and at the expense of the 
plaintiff and his landlord, laid down by the defendants from 
their mains to the plaintiff’s house. The service pipes when 
laid l)elonged to the consumer of the water supplied through 
them. By the Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847, S. 35, “ the 
undertakers shall provide and keep in tlie pipes to be laid 
down by them a supply of pure and wholesome w'ater, suffi- 
cient for the domestic use of all the inhabitants of the town 
or district within the limits of the special Act, who shall 
be entitled to demand a supply', and shall be willing to 
pay the w'ater rate, for the same ” Water which was pure 
and wholesome in the mains of the defendants, W'as supplied 
by them to the plaintiff, but in its passage through the 
service, pipes it was contaminated by the lead, and he contrac¬ 
ted lead poisoning. In action against the defendants for 
injuries suvstaine'd from im})ure and unwholesome water: 
Held that he had no cause of action. Milucs v. Huddersfield 
Corporation, (i8S6) 11 App. Cas. 511; 5'J J. P.676. 

Co.aiinittees under an obligation to take measure# to 
prevent damage or injury. — Where persons are incoi-porated 
by Act of Parliament for a particular purpose, and have full 
powers given them to effect that purpose, if the effecting 
of it may occasion (not. only in the course of originally 
executing the necessary works for the required purjpqse, 
but at recurring intervals afterwards) inconvenience or 
injqry tg others, they may be treated as tmdqr an obli^tion 
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to take, from time to time, measures to prevent the occurrence 
of such inconvenience and injury. 

Where the legislature has authorized certain persons to 
effect a certain purfwse, and has given tliem the powers 
necessary to effect it, they may exercise these powera to 
their full extent without incurring responsibility, but in so 
. doing they must not occasion any needless injury to any one. 

A local Act of Parliament ineori)orated certain persons 
for the purpose of securing a regular and pr(>per supply of 
water to millowmers whose works were situated on the l^nks 
of the river B. Those persons had powers ^ven them to 
collect the water of several small streams into a reservoir, 
and as often as necessary, to send down those waters to the 
B, through the channel of a stream called M. The second 
clause of the Act directed them to “ make, erect, construct, 
maintain, repair, and keep, ” by means of a reservoir, a due 
and adequate supply of water for the river B at all seasons 
of the year—and to enter on the lands of the different 
streams named—to do what was necessary for the convey¬ 
ance and due regulation of the supply of such waters, and 
“ to make, erect, alter, maintain, repair, uiden, deepen, scour, 
cleanse, and keep proper and sufficient conduits, aqueducts, 
channels and watercourses, drains, feeders, weirs, dams,” 
etc. The 82nd clause gave similar directions, and ordered 
that the surplus water should be returni'd into the different 
streams from which it had been taken, and also made 
proviaons for supplying with water the cattle depasturing 
in fields adjoining. 

The persons incorporated under the Act erected the 
reservoir, collected the >vaters of the different streams and 
sent them through the channel of the M to supply the B 
but, after a time, neglected to cleanse the channel of the M, 
so that at times it Overflowed its banks and did damage to 
the lands of the adjoining proprietors; 

Held, that under the w'ords of the Act there was an 
obligation on the persons so incorporated to take care that 
the due execution of the works and operations intended by 
the Act should not be injurious to the lands lying along 
the banks of the M, and that the bed or channel of the M 
must be cleansed anfl kept in a proper state for the flow 
and reflow of the water that had to pass through it. David 
Geddis V. Proprietors of the Bonn Reservoir. (1878) 3 Ann 

Cas. 430. 

Ncgbfence of tibe Committee in mMntaining tb4 aniier>s;rouad 
of Mipply—limitation.— Under the provision of the 
Municipal Act, the subterranean system of connections, pipes 
an4 ferrules attache^ and fixed to the municipal maip whether 
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used for the benefit of the public generally or connected with 
private houses so far as these latter are actually on the 
municipal lands and streets is under the control, supervision 
and management of the municipality and it is its duty to see 
that it is properly maintained and kept in working order. If 
owing to breaking of such pipes and ferrules water escapes 
and the subterranean soil is thereby flooded with the result 
that the houses in the vicinity are damaged and if the muni¬ 
cipality fails to take steps in proper time to stop the lavage 
of water, it is liable for the damage. 

A case of damage to houses by bursting of municipal fitt¬ 
ings by its negligence is governed by Article 36 and not 
Article 2, Limitation Act. 121 I. C. 500 ; 1929 Lah. 730. 
Dist, in 1221. C. 111. 

See also P. R. 88 of 1913 noted under S. 224. 

Damage by water supply systsm—No liability uritbout 
proof of negligence —Onus of negligence. — A Corporation in 
the exercise of powers derived from statutes is not liable in 
damages unless these powers are negligently exercised. 
The same principle applies even where the powers are 
permissive. 

P owned a plot of land with a building thereon. To the 
north of the building there was a small narrow municipal 
street in which the municipality had in 1877-80 laid its main 
pipe for supply of water to the residents of the locality. 
The pipe was at a depth of 8 or 9 feet below the surface of 
the street. There was a leakage from the pipe and owing 
to the pipe being at such a long distance from the surface 
the water did not come up to the surface but collected 
under P’s building and percolated in all directions. Damage 
was caused in P’s building and he sued the municipality 
in damages. 

Kvidence showed that the damage was caused by a 
blow out of one of the lead .ioints of the connexions of two 
pipes and that displacement was due probably to settlement 
of the ground of a lane above the pipes. But no further 
attempt was made to give evidence of: (a) the condition of 
surroundit^ surface of the street at the time of the accident, 
(6) the ordinary life of such pipes and joints, and (c) the 
condition in which the pipe line and its joint were when it 
was removed after the accident; 

Held, that the burden of proof was on P to establish 
that the leakage vras due to the negligence of tbe defendant, 
and as there was no evidence to prove, definitely the cause 
of the leakage, the mere fact that the leakage took place 
under the circumstances wliich were consistent with the 
existence and non existence of negligence would be insuffi- 
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cient to shift the onus on the defendant to establish the 
real cause of such leakage. 1932 Sindh 131, 140 I. C. 717. 

Bijffden of proof of negligsnce. —The ordinary rule applic¬ 
able to a suit based on negligence not arising out of contract 
is that the burden is always on the plaintiff to prove that he 
suffered the loss complained of in consequence of the negli¬ 
gence of the defendant. In order to discharge the burden 
he must prove facts inconsistent with due diligence: where 
evidence adduced by him is equally consistent with the exist¬ 
ence or non-existence of negligence, he is out of court. 'Ibid. 

Failure to take best step in emergency is not necessarily 
hegligence. 1932 Sindh 123, 139 I. C. 605. 

Supply for private and public purpose.— The purpose 
for which a water supply is required in a city admits 
of a broad distinction into private and public. The 
private purposes are those for which a private person 
requires it, such as domestic use or the process of manufac¬ 
turers: the public purposes for which water is required are 
for employment in extinguishing lires and in carrying on 
the work of sanitation, the flushing of sewers and the 
watering of streets and the prevention of disease among those 
classes of the inhabitants who are unable to provide them¬ 
selves wijth water suitable for domestic consumption. It is 
the province of public bodies such as municipil commissioners, 
to make provision to meet the public requirements where 
this has not been effected by private enterprise, and inasmuch 
as, in the discharge of this public duty, they obtain facilities 
for meeting private requirements also, it is usual to empower 
or compel them to do so, and while the cost of meeting public 
requirements if fairly cast on the whole body of ratepayers, 
the cost of providing for private consumption is with equal 
justice imposed on those who either do, or are in a condition 
to, benefit by it. 3 Mad. 201. 

uppiy of Committee may, on application by &e 

er to con- owner of any building, arrange for supplying water from the 
ted p r e- nearest main to the same for domestic purposes in such 
quantities as it deems reasonable, and may at any time 
limit the amount of water to be so supplied whenever it 
cbnnlders it hecesutry. 

(2) No additionfd charge shall be payable in respect 
nf sudi siq»ply, in <uay municipality in which a water-tax 
js levied, but for water supplied in excess of the quantity 
to .wfaiidi such siqtply is under sub-section (1) limited, 
and in other municipalities for all water supplied tmder 
Ibis peetKm payi|Bent slmll be made at such rate as may be 
6xed by Im cbnunlttee with the apjproVel bf the local 
Government, 







Explanation. — A *-ippty , ol wat«»r lor doihe^t; purpose 
sliall not lie deemed to include a supply— 

(a) fo^ aniniels or for wodbinK vsliieles where such 
animhls br vehicles are kept fdr sale or hire^ 

(&) for any trade, manufacture or business, 

(c) for fountains, swimminK baths, or for any orna* 
mental or mechanical purpose, 

{d) for gardens or for purposes of irrigation, 

(c) for watering roads and paths, 

(/) for building purposes. 

Notes. 

This section is new. Cf. S. 193 of Madras Act, III 
of 1904. 

Executive Officers Act. —The functions vesting in the 
committee under sub-section 1 of the section shall not vest 
in the committee but in the executive officers in municipalities 
to which the Executive Officers Act has been applied. 


Analogous Law :— 

S.s, 288 & 2y5, Bengal District 
Municipal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 3 (50h 300 & 302, of iicng:al 
Municipal Act, XV of 1932. 

S. 3 (56), Bengal Village Ijocal 
Self-Gevernment Act, of 
1919. 

S.s. 3 (31) & 316, Behar and ’ 
Orissa Municipal Act, 1922. ' 
Ss. 6 & 91 (1), Bombay Munici- i 
pal Boroughs Act, 1925. i 
S. 71, Bombay District Muni- ; 

cipal Act, in of 1901. ! 

S. 169 (l). Bombay City Muni- i 
cipal Act, 111 of i888. | 

Delegation.— Powers under 
vide S. 33 of the Act. 


Ss. 3 (24) &. 223 of Calcutta 
Oitv Municipal Act, 111 of 
1923. 

S. 169, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 131, Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 3 (xtvi), Rangoon City 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 2 (25), 229, & 230, U. P. 
Municipalities Act, 1916. 

English, Law :— 

Ss. 56 & 58, Public Health Act, 
18 1 0. 

the section can be delegated, 


Explanation—Domestic purposes. —The question as to 
what are “ domestic puri)Oses ” in relation to water supply 
has been the subject t>f considerable discussion in the courts 
in England. The phrase would appear to include a supply for 
■watering a horse and washing a carriage in a stable attached 
to a house and used solely for the accommodation Of the 
occupier {Bushby v. Chesterfield Waterworks Co., [1858] 22 J.P. 
689); for washing a motor car used by a medical practitioner 
for the purposes of his profession {Harrcyate Corporation 
V. Me Kay, [1907] 2 K. B.lSll; 71 J. P. 458); for a work- 
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house (Uskeord Union v. Liskeard JVaterworks Co., (.1881] L. 
R 7 Q. B. D. 505; 45 J. P. 780); for warming business pre¬ 
mises, and cleaning and hcushold purposes of a resident 
caretaker (Smith v. Muller, £1894] 1 Q. B. 192); for a fixed 
bath (Weaver v. Cardiff Corporation. [1883] 47 J. P. 599) ; 
and to a boarding house for the use of toe inmates (Pidgeon 
V, Great Yarmouth Waterworks Co., [1902]'1 K. B. 310). 

On the other hand, a supply for “ domestic purposes ** 
does not include a supply of water for cattle, or for horses 
or for washing carriages where such horses or carriages 
are kept for sale or hire by a common carrier, or a supply 
for any trade, manufacture or business, or for watering 
gardens, or for fountains, or for any ornamental purposes 
(see S. 12 of the Waterworks Clauses Act, 1863), The 
phrase may include a supply for a swimming bath for the 
use of the occupier of a house and his family, though not for 
a supply-for a swimming both for a school ( see Bernard Castle 
Urban District Council v. Wilson, [1902] 2 Ch. .4 5), where 
the proper test to be applied for determining whether a 
supply is for “ domestic purposes ” or not are laid down. In 
that case Vaughan Williams, L. J., says: “ From the cases 
which have been decided upon that section (S. 53 of the 
Waterworks Clauses Act 1847), it is clear that it w'ould not be 
said that the domestic purposes is the only one which has to 
be attained inside the dwelling-house of the occupier, nor 
that it must be such as is essential to the occupation of the 
house, or even to the healthy occupation of the house. It is 
plain on the authorities that there is no such limitation of 
the meaning of “ domestic purposes ”... The use of water 
for the more convenient occupation of a house, or for 
increasing its amenities to the owner or occupier, is prima 
facie a use for ‘‘domestic purposes.” Romer, L. J., lays 
down the law as follow^s; “It has been argued that the only 
test wtoether a supply of water is required for domestic 
purposes is whether the water is used and consumed by the 
occupier of the house for the private purposes of himself 
and his household. In my opinion that is too wide a pro¬ 
position, and it is not the right test. For instance, suppose 
that water supplied at high pressure (as it generally is) 
were used by an occupier to drive a dynamo for the purpose 
of lighting his house by electricity. In ray opinion it could 
not be said that such a use of the water would be a use for 
“domestic purposes.” Again, suppose a man had a very 
large garden attached to his house; could he call upon a water 
company to fill with water a pond which he chose to dig in 
his garden for the purpose of boating! I think such a use 
of the water would not be for domestic purposes. It appears 
to me that regard must be had to the ordinary habits of 
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domestic life in tliis country, and also to what can reason¬ 
ably be considered a domestic purpose. And I think the 
test of reasonablensss ought also to be applied to the quanti¬ 
ty of water required. . . , In determining what can reason¬ 
ably be considered a ‘domestic purpose,’ I think you ought to 
consider not only the consumer but also the obligation of the 
water company or authority to afford a compulsory supply to 
their district for domestic purposes. It is a serious question 
whether in every case in which an occupier desires to have 
a supply of water for his enjoyment and pleasure, the water 
company or authority are bound to supply him without 
regard to the ordinary requirements of their district for the 

puir^ses of drinking, w’ashing, and sanitation.In my 

opinion you must approach the consideration of each case 
with some regard to what is reasonable, and see in each case 
whether the supply of w’ater which is wanted is reasonably 
a supply for (lomestic purposes. The point as to what 
purposes would properly fall within the description of 
“ domestic purposes ” was further discussed in South West 
Suburban Water Co. V. St. Marylebone Union, (1904) 2 K. B. 
174; 68 J. P. '2o7, where a supply for domestic purposes 
w^as required for a Poor Law' S<*hool. 

In this cast! it was held that the school was a “ dw'elling 
house ” within the meaning of Ss. 48 and 53 of the 
Waterw’orks Clauses Act, 1847, althi>ugh the “business” of a 
school w'as carrietl on upon the premises. It w'as pointed out 
by the learne<i Judge (Buckley, J.) w’ho decided the case, 
that S. 12 of the Waterw'orks Clauses Act, 1863, did not 
exclude premises, even if occupied purely for “ business ” 
purfx)ses, as a factory, from the right to have a supply for 
<* domeatic purposes ” such as for supplying hand basins or 
flushing w'ater-closets ; and it was held that a supply for 
“ domestic purposes ” within the meaning of S. 53 of the Act 
of 1847 would include (1) a supply for cisterns for flushing 
water-closets, (2) a c’sontinuous and con-Jantly running supply 
to urinals, (3) a supply for hydrants to w'hich houses were 
attached for wrashing the school-yards, and (4) a suj>ply for 
lx)ilers for warming the buildings by circulation, and for heat¬ 
ing w’ater for laundry purposes, but would not include a sup¬ 
ply of w'ater U) boilers for the purpose of driving machinery 
for raising water from wells, or of driving machinery in the 
laundry, l.hider the terms of their special Act, a water 
company w'cre bound to supply dwelling-houses w'ith water 
for domestic purposes at certain rates, but were not bound 
to supply any dwelling-house with water (otherwise tlian by 
meter or under specim agreement) where any part of the 
house was used for trade or business for which water was 
required, Jelf, J„ held that a supply given to a MTorkhoq^e, 
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arid UMd for a steam boiler supplying power for .machinery 
in the workhouse laundry, and for its pg^ries, was, in p^rt, 
at any rate, a supply for business purposes, and could not be 
demanded except by meter, or under special agreement Chester 
Waterworks Co. v. Chester Union (1907), 7l J. P- 133 The Ap¬ 
pellate Court while doubting whether a “ business 
could be said to be carried on in a workhouse, held that the 
guardians could demand a supply by rate for domestic 
purposes, but must pay by meter or agreement for water 
for other purposes ; and, as a preliminary step, must provide 
means for distinguishing the two supplies: (1908) 72 J. P. 121. 

A supply of water to business premises is a supply for 
“ domestic purposes ” within the meaning of S. of the 
Metropolitan Water Board (Charges) Act, 1907, if the 
water is used for domestic as distinguished from business 
purposes. 

Water was supplied by the defendants to the plaintiffs, 
a gas company, who had large premises. No one slept or 
resided ori the premises, nor was any part of the premises 
charged with the payment of inhabited house duty. The 
plaintiffs had a large number of emplfjyees, for w’hose use 
they had to supply sanitary conveniences, and in addition 
thereto a number of taps for the supply of water for the 
purposes of washing or drinking. Tlie water so supplied 
w'as solely used by those emjdoyees while engaged in carry¬ 
ing on the plaintiffs’ trade or business. For their manu¬ 
facturing purposes the plaintiffs drew a supply of water 
from a stream that flowed through their premises: 

Held that the water supplied by the defendants to the 
ydaintiffs was for“ domestic purposes ” within S. 25 of the 
Metropolitan Water Board (Charges) Act, 1907, and 
that payment therefor must be made on that footing, subject 
to the rebate allowed by S. 9 of the Act. South Suburban Gas 
Co. V. Metropolitan Water Board, (J909) 2 Ch. 666. 

For further notes see Aiyangar’s “ Lawr of Municipal 
Corporations,” pp. 429—432, Lumley’s “ Public Health Act” 
10th Ed. p. Li 91; Michael and Will on “ Law' relating to Gas 
and Water” 7th Ei., pp. - 211-219. 

** Railway purposes ” — UrinaU and closets at Railway 
Station.— A supply of water to the urinals and water-closets 
at the Railway Station is not a supply for « domestic pur¬ 
poses ” within the meaning~of that expression in the 
Metropolitan Water Board (Charges) Act, 1907. 

Per Cozens-Hardy, M. R.—A railway company is bound 
to afford reasonable lavatory accommodation for the use of 
passengers, aqd may be compelled by the ^ilway Commie- 
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sioners so to do. South Suburban Gas Co. v. Metropolitan 
Water Board (1909) 2 Ch. 666 considered and distinguished ; 
Metropolitan Water Board v. London^ Brighton^ and South Coast 

Ry,, (1910) 2 K. B. 890. 

Domestic purposes—Trade purposes — Factory. — The 

defendants, who were manufacturers, required for their 
factory a supply of water for their employees to use for 
drinking ancf personal washing. The water was also used 
to cleanse the urinals and closets used by the employees. 
No one resided upon the premises: Held that the water 
was supplied for domestic purposes, and not for trade 
purposes, within the meaning of the Metropolitan Water 
Board (Charges) Act, 1907. Metropolitan Water Board V. 
Colley’s Patents, Ltd, (1912) A. C. 24. 

The defendant was the occupier and licensee of a public 
house, within the district of the Metropolitan Water I^sard, 
which was supplied with water in the ordinary way by 
supply pipes from the water board's mains. The water so 
supplied was charged for as a supply for domestic purposes 
by a rate of o per cent, upon the rateable value of the house. 
The defendant carried on in tlie house, in addition to the 
ordinary business of a public house, a catering business for 
persons who came then* to lunch, but did not reside there. 
Luncheons were served there every day, which involved an 
increased use of water for such ])ur]ioses as cooking and 
w'ashing up plates and dishes. The water l)oard claimed to 
be entitlefl tt> make a small extra charge for the water so 
used, in addition to the charge of 5 per cent, upon the rate¬ 
able value of the. house, upon the ground that the Avater was 
used for other than “ domesti** purposes within the mean¬ 
ing of S. 25 of the Metropolitan Vfater Board (Charges) 
Act, 1907: 

f/cZd that, as the use of the water w’as in its nature 
domestic, the supply was for “ domestic purposes ” within 
the meaning of S. 25, and the fact that the use of the w'ater 
was ancillary to the catering business carried on in the 
house or that the existence of the business necessitated an 
increased supply for domestic purposes did not make it 
a supply for the purposes of the business; and that, therefore 
the water board w'ere not entitled to make the extra charge. 
Metropolitan Water Board v. Avery, (1913) 2 K. B. 257. 
Affirmed on Appeal (1914) A. 0.118. 

Caution.— Where the provisions of English general or 
special Waterworks Acts differ from the provisions of the 
Pun.iab Municipal Act, the above authorities will have to be 
appdi«Kl wito some care. 
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Water for repairs.— Water Used for repairs of a house is 
not used for “ domestic purposes." 23 I. C. 499. 

Waste water. This may be used for the ^ purposes of 
gardening as it cannot be used a second time for domestic 
purposes. 29 L C. 830. 

Arrange to supply—Written contract under Ss. 46 & 47.— 

No written contract is necessary and though the supply re¬ 
sults in the levy of a contractual charge. Ss. 46 and 47 of the 
Act do not apply to such an arrangement. Cf. 1923 Sindh 1. 
Also see 57 I. C. 718. 

Payment at such rates, etc. - This rate is not a tax and 
formalities for imposing a tax need not bo observed when 
imposing rate and the levy of such rate cannot be declared 
illegal because the formalities laid down in S. 62 of the Act 
have not been carried out. Water rate under S. 98 is not a 
tax but a contrat-tual charge. Cf. 1923 Sindh 1. 

No/c.—Instead of water rate municipalities are empower¬ 
ed to levy a water tax. In that ease the formalities prescrib¬ 
ed under" S. 62 will ha\'e to be followed. 

Water rate — Where water rate is levied as a tax its rate 
cannot be altered without sanction of the (lovernment. 
1926 Sindh 130; 92 1. C. 136. 

In such quantities as it deems reasonable. —The quantity 
fixed for free supply need not be constant but may be \"ari- 
able according to the circumstances of each house. Cf. 1926 
Mad. 281; 911. C. 7. 

Limitation—Disconnection.— Ss. 97-99 refer to the duty of 
the board to allow the owner to connect his house for "the 
purpose of obtaining water from the main. If, therefore, 
the connection is cut off and the owner is prevented from 
obtaining water from the main pipe by moans of his connec¬ 
tion pipe, there is a continuing breach giving rise to continu¬ 
ing cause of action inasmucli as the owner is continually 

¥ revented from connecting his house with the main pipe. 

he duty of the board is a continuing duty and the continu¬ 
ing breach of it gives cause of action to owner from dav to 
day. 1929 All. 870; 1181. C. 713. 

98.(1) The committee may supply water for any pur¬ 
pose other than a domestic purpose, on receiving a written 
application specifying the purpose for which such supply is 
required and the quantity likely to be consumed. 

(2) For all water supplied under sub-section (1) payment 
shall be made at a rate not less than the rate prescribed under 
aub-section (2) of section 97. 
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(3) The comnuttee may withdraw $uch supply at any time 
if it «^uld i^ipear necessary to do so in order to maintain a 
sufficient supply of watm- for domestic pntposes. 

Notes. 

This section was newly introduced and has now been 
amended by S. 34 of Act, ITT of 1933. 

Analogous Lazv: — ; 

S. 29i, Bengal District Mniiici- ; S 170, Madras City Municipal 
pal Act, 1884. Act, 3919. 

S. 301, Bengal Municipal Act, S. 132, Madras District Munici- 
XV of 1932. pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 315, Behar and Oris.sa Muni- ' S 232, U. P. Municipalitie.s Act, 
cipalAct, 1922. ! 1916, 

Ss. 222 & 223, Calcutta City ' English Law: — 

Municipal Act, ITI of 1923. i S. 6.5, Public Health Act, 1875. 

Recent changes. — Before amendment tlie rates for 
domestic and non-domestic purposes could not vary. Now the 
rates for non-domestic purposes may exceed the rates for 
domestic purposes but should not be less, though they may 
be equal to, rates for domestic purposes. 

Delegation.— I’owers under the section can be delegated 
5-cc S. 33 of the Act. 

99. Where an application under section 97 or section 98 M a k i n 
has been received, all necessary communication-pipes and fitt- 
ings shall be supplied by the committee and the work of laying \vate' 

and applying such communication-pipes and fittings shall be ex- Works 
ecuted by municipal agency under the committee’s orders; but 
the cost of making any such connection and of all communica¬ 
tion-pipes and fittings so supplied and of all works so executed, 
shall be paid by the owner or the person making such appli¬ 
cation. The committee may either provide a meter, charge 
rent for the same or may require the owner or applicant to 
provide a meter of such size, material and description as it 
shall approve. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything in sub-section (1) the 
committee may require any owmer or person^ applying for a 
supply of water to provide all communication-pipes and fittings 
and to carry out at his own cost under its supervision and 
inspection all the work of laying and applying such communi¬ 
cation-pipes and fittings. 

Notes. 

This section is new. Cf. Ss. 272 and 276 of Bombay 

Act, in of 3884. 
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Esecoliv* Officmrt Act,— The functions vesting in the 
committees under the section shall not vest in committees 
but vest in the executive officers in municipalities to whidi 
the Executive Officers Act has been applied. 

Analogous Lazo: — S. 71 prov. (a), Bombay District 

Ss 301-2, Bengal District Muni- Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

cipal Act, 1 884. S. 277, Bombay City Municipal 

S. 303, Bengal Municipal Act, j Act, III of 1888. 

XV of 1932 I Ss. 224-5, Calcutta City Munici- 

S. 318, Behar and Ori.ssa Muni- i pal Act, III of 1923. 

cipal Act, 1922. j S. 130, Madras District Munici- 

S. 91 (1) \6), Bombay MunicijKil | pal Act, V of 1920. 

Boroughs Act, 1925. i S. 234, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

1916. 

Liability of committee for defects in service pipe. —A 

water company under the provisions of their special 
Act (which incorporated the Water Works Company 
Acts 1847 and 1863) had power to lay down, repair, and 
maintain {inter alia) pipes and all other works necessary 
for supplying water within the limits of their Act. 

At the request and expense of the owner of a house 
the company laid down a service pipe leading from their 
main under*the street into the house, in which they placed 
a stop-cock for the purposes of regulating the supply of 
ivater. This stop-cock was protected by a co\ er of guanl 
box let into the pavement, which w as provided with a lid or 
flap. Owing to the hinge of the lid or flap being out of 
repair, it projected above the pavement and the plaintiff 
while passing along the street tripped over it and sustained 
injury. The apparatus could not he repaired without being 
removed or removed without breaking up the pavement. 
The jury found that there was n'‘gligence on the part of 
those w'ho were liable for the repairs of tlic hinge: 

Held, without deciding the question whether the appara¬ 
tus belonged to the company or the owner of the house, 
that the company, who alone had power to break up the 
street for the purpose of repairing the guard-box were 
responsible for its repair, and therefore liable in respect of 
the injuries sustained by the plaintiff. Chairman v. Fylde 
W. W. Co. (1894) 2 Q. B. 599. 

Obligation 
of owner or 
occupier to 
give notice 
of waste of 
water. 


100. Any own«r or occupier of any building or land, in 
or on which water supplied under this Act is misused from 
negligence or other circumstances under his control, or nsed 
%vithout permission in excess of the quantity fixed under section 
97 or section 98, or in which the pipes, mains or other works 
are out of repair to such an extoit as to cause waste of water. 
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shall, if he has knowledg#thereof, be bound to give notice of 
the same to such officer as the committee may appoint in this 
behalf. 

Notes. 

This section is new. 

Executive Officers Act.— Notice to be g^iven or tentiored 
to the committee shall not be given or tendered to com¬ 
mittees but shall be given or tendered to the executive 
officer in municipalities to which the Kxeeutiv'e OfHcers 
Act has been extended. 

Analogous Law: — 

Ss 2H8, & 299, Bengal District pal Act, 1922. 

Municipal Act. 1884. S 284, Bombay City Municipal 

S. 80”), Bengal Munici{>al Act, Act, III of 18K8. 

XV of 1932. Ss. 233 & 236, Calcutta City 

S. 321, Behar and Orissa Munic.i- i Municipal Act, III of 1923 

101. If My person whose premises are supplied with s 
water neglects to pay the water tax, or any sum payable under p<'e 
section 97 or section 98 when due or to give notice as provid¬ 
ed in the last preceding section, or wilfully or negligently mis¬ 
uses or causes waste of water, the committee may cut off 
the supply of water from the said premises. 

Notes. 

The provision is now. Government has not be given 
power to cut off in cases contemplated under S. 8l-A. 

Executive Officers Act. —Notice lobe given or tendered 
to tlio committee shall not be given or tendered to com¬ 
mittee but shall Ix^ given or tendered to the executive 
officer in municipalities to which this Act has been extended. 

P’owers under this section shall not l)e exercised by 
committee but by executive officer in such municipalities 

Analogous Law : - - . S 299, Bombay City Municipal 

S. 297, f^enpal Dislri*-! ,Munici]>a1 | Act, III of 1888. 

Act, 18S4. ! ‘S. 245, Calcutta (^it.y Municipal 

S. 309, Bengal Municipal Act, j Act. IIT of 1923. 

X\' of 1932. S 172, Madra.'? City Municipal 

S. 317, Bchar and Ori.s.'^a Munici- Act. 1919. 

pal Act. 1922. 8. 134, Madra.*? ni.strict Muni- 

1 cipal Act, V of 1920. 

Delegation.- Powers under this section can be delegated 
under S. 33. 

Wilful misuse.— Use of water for non-domestic purposes 
when it has been supplied for domestic purposes will be 
misuse. 

The pro\ision being penal should be strictly construed. 
When water is misused without the knowledge or sanction of 
the consumer the supply cannot be cut off. Cf. 23 I. C. 499. 
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Waste of water. —PMntiif, § house-owner in Surat, 
brought a suit against the Surat City Municipality praying 
for an injunction restraining the nuinieipality from cutting 
off the water supply which had been provided for him under 
certain rules in force in the year 1898. The municipality as 
defendants contended that under rules w'hich they had made 
in 1905 they were entitled to cut off the water connection 
with plaintiff’s house: Held the plaintiff was entitled to 
succeed as under the rules so long as the plaintiff occupies a 
house not inhabited by more than three families, he was 
entitled to the water supply which he had heretofore en,ioyed 
so long as he had not rendered himself liable to have that 
water supply cut off under any of the rules. 

The municipality contended that they were entitled 
to cut off the w'ater supply under the provisions of rule 4 
(/) (3) since water had been allowed to run to waste by 
being used by families of tenants who were not of the family 
of the plaintiff; but the High Court held that tlie user for 
the legitimate household purposes by more than one family 
in the house was not waste within the definition in that rule. 
The application of the w^ords “ run to waste ” depends upon 
the construction of the definition of “ domestic purp».)ses ” 
contained in the first rule and the term domestic purposes 
mean nothing more or le.ss than legitimate household pur¬ 
poses. 32 Bom. 460. 

Neglects to pay water tax or water rate. —There is no 
power in the municipal committees to cut off water supply 
for refusal to pay other taxes. 

Under rule 245, Surat Municipal Rules, the management 
of the Surat Municipality sent one consolidatt^d bill for 
various rates, including water rate. The jdaintiff refused to 
pay the consolidated bill. He tendered merely that part of 
the bill which related to the water charges and to one other 
item. The municipality declined to allow him to pick and 
choose in this way and they next proceeded to cut off his 
water supply. Plaintiff sued for a mandatory injunction to 
connect water supply and for damages: 

Held, that the municipality cannot cut off the w'ater 
supply because charges other than water charges were not 
paid. 

Held, further, that the plaintiff shouhl be given a 
mandatory injunction without prejudice to future circum¬ 
stances. 

Held, also, that the plaintiff is entitled to damages as 
the municipality were acting in excess of their legal powers. 
1927 Bom. 640; 29 Bom. L. R. 1465, 106 I. C. 147. 
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102. For the purpose of providing or maintaining the 
water supply or of maiking and maintaining communwations or 
connections with the mains, or generally for the purposes of this 
chapter, the committee shall have all powers which are conferred 
upon it in respect of drainage and tibe supply of gas by sections 
132 to 140. 

Notes. 

Analogous Law. — Cf. Ss. 290-291 of Bengal Act, III of 
1S84; S. 146 of Madras Act, IV of 18S4; S. 235 of U. P. Act, 
II of 1916; S. 54 of Public Health Act, 1875. 

Executive Officers Act.— Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
Ihe executive officer in municipalities to which the Executive 
Officers Act has lieen extended. 


103. (1) Whenever it appears to the committee or to 

the local Government to be desirable to require the owners 
of buildings or hmds situate within the limits of the whole 
or any part of the municipalities of Simla, Dharamsala, 
Dalhousie and Murree to make suitable provision for the 
storage and conservation of rain-water for use in flushing 
drains and for any purposes other than for the purpose of 
being used as drinking water, such committee, if so required by 
the local Government, shall, and in any other case, may, with 
the previous sanction of the local Government, by public notice 
direct accordingly. 

(2) Every notice given under sub-section (1) shall state— 

(a) the extent of the local area within the limits of 
which the owners of buildings and lands are to 
make suitable provision for the storage of riin- 
water ; 

{b) the manner in which the cubic capacity of the 
storage accommodation to be provided by such 
owners is to be fixed, that is whether the extent 
of such capacity is to be regulated by reference 
to the area of the land, the sixe of the building, 
the number of occupants or the estimated rental 
value thereof or by ray two or more of these 
methods ; 

(c) the deMgn, materials, situation amd construction of 
the reservoirs or other storage accommodatifm to 
be provided ; 

(li) the mode of collecting, storing, preserving from 
pollution and in a pure state and using the ram- 
water to be collected and stored | and 

{e) the time within which the requirements of the notice 
are to be complied with. 
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pervision 
inspec- 
of works 


'-pairs of 
v'Oirs- 


Note*. 

This provision is new and provides for storage and 
conservation of rain-water for purposes detailed in the 
section. 

Public notice. See S. 218 of the Act. 

Non-compliance.— Non-compliance with the provisions 
of the public notice is punishable under S. 219. 

104. The committee may, and, if so required by the 
local Government, shall, make provision for the supervision 
of die construction, and for the inspection of the storage 
reservoirs and all other works in any manner relating thereto 
or connected therewith, and may do all acts and things which 
may from time to time be necessary for the purpose of 
ensuring — 

(a) that the storage reservoirs and other works, as 
aforesaid, are constructed and carried out, as the 
case may be, in accordance with the require¬ 
ments of the notice given under the preceding 
section ; and 

{b) that all such reservoirs and other works are of 
sufficient strength and durability, and may cause 
any such reservoirs or other works as do not 
comply with the requirements of the notice or are 
unsuitable or insecure, to be removed and recon¬ 
structed or replaced to the satisfaction of the 
committee. 

Notes. 

This also is a new provision. The committee is em¬ 
powered to enforce compliance with direction j?iven in the 
public notice and failure to comply with the notice will be 
punishable under S. 219. 

105. The Committee may, by notice, require the owner 
or occupier of any building or land in respect of which a 
reservoir for the storage and conservation of rain water has 
been provided under section 103 to repair, alter or put in good 
condition the said reservoir. 

Notes. 

This is a new section. 

Executive Officers Act.— Powers under thi.s section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officers in municipalities to which the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended. 

Delegation .—Vide S. 33 (a) aijd (b). 
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CHAPTER IX. 

rOWKUS *'OR SANITARY ANt> OrHKli PURl-OSKS. 
Bathing and washing places. 


106. (1) The committee may set apart suitable places 

for the purposes of bathing, and may specify the times at 
wdiicb, and the sex of the parsons by whom, such places may 
beus^ and mpy also set apart suitable plrces for wadiiag 
aninoals or clothes, or for my other purpose connected with the 
health, deanliness or comfort of the inhabitants; and may, by 
public notice, prohibit bathing, or washing animals or clothes, 
in any public place not so set apart, or at times or by persons 
odier than those specified, and any other act by which water in 
public places may be rendered foul or unfit for use, and may 
charge fees for the use of such places by any specified class or 
classes of parsons or by the public generally. 

(2) The committee may fix, by notice, places at which 
articles of clothing, bedding, or other articles which have been 
exposed to infection shall be washed, and no person shall wash 
any such article at any place not so fixed. 

Notes. 


S. 96 ot* the old Act. Tiie provision as regards levy oi' 
fees is new, so is the 2nd clause. 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 199, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, lb84. 

S, 348, Bengal Munieijial Act, 
XV of 1932. 

R. 227, Behar and Oris.sa Munici- 
jxil Act, 1922. 

Ss 6l ((/), IGf), 165-A, 166, Bom¬ 
bay Miinicital Roiwigh.'.' Act, 
192.'). 

Ss. 48 133 & 134, Bombay Dis¬ 
trict Municipal Act, Til of 
1901. 

Ss. 251-A, 388, Bombay City 
Municipal Act, III of 1888. 


S. 107, Burma Municipal Act, 111 
< of 1898 as amended. 

S 377, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act III of 1923. 

, S. 13?, Central provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

; Ss. 266, 268 & 291, Madras City 
Municipal Act, 1919. 

' Ss. 228-231, Madras District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 118, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

S. 286, Uuited Provinces Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 


Preliminary Note.— This Chapter and Chapter X are very 
iinportant and deal with what may be called matters con¬ 
cerning public health of the inhabitants of the niunieipali*. 
tAea. The various regulations and provisions in these 
chapters are enacted under what is called the police power 
of we State in American treatises on municipal corpora¬ 
tions. Thus Dillon in his “ Law of Municipal Corporations ” 
on pp. 504 555 


Bathing ai 
w a s h i n 
places 



402 


[Sec. 106. 


“ Many of tlie powers exercised by municipalities fall 
within what is known as the police power of the State, and 
are delegated to them to be exercised for the public ^od. 
Of this nature is the authority to suppress nuisances, pre¬ 
serve health, prevent fires, to regulate the use and storing 
of dangerous articles, to establish and control markets, ana 
the like. But it may here be observed that every citizen 
holds his property subject to the proper exercise of this 
power, either by the state legislature directly, or by public 
or municipal corporations to which the legislaUire may 
delegate it.” Laws and ordinances relating to the comfort, 
health, convenience, good order, and general welfare of the 
inhabitents are comprehensively styled Police Law's or 

Regulations.”_It is w'ell settled that laws and regulations 

of this character, though they may disturb the enjoyment of 
individual rights, are not unconstitutional, though no provi¬ 
sion is made for compensation for such disturbances. They 
do not appropriate private property for public use, but 
simply regulate its use and enjoyment by the owner. If he 
sutlers injury, it is either damman abseque injuria or, in the 
theory of the law’, he is compensated for it by sharing in 
the general benefits which the regulations are intended and 
’ calculated to secure. The. citizen owns his property abso¬ 
lutely, it is true; it cannot be taken from him for any pri¬ 
vate use whatever, without his consent, nor can it be taken 
for any public use without compensation; still he owns it 
subject to this restriction, namely, that it must be so used 
as not unreasonably to injure others, and that the sovereign 
authority may, by police regulations, so direct the use of 
it that it shall not prove pernicious to his neighbours, or the 
citizens generally. These regulations rest upon the maxim, 
salus f'opuli suprema cst lex. This jK)wer 1(» re.strain a private 
injurious use of property is essentially different from the 
right of eminent domain. It is not a taking of private pro¬ 
perty for public use, but a salutarw’ restraint on a noxious 
use by the owner, contrary to the maxim sk utere iuo ut aii- 
enum non laedas/^ 

As regards the function of bye-laws the same learned 
author on p. 99i remarks:— 

“ We have already discussed the general nature and 
scope of the police power of the State and the limitations 
thereon. The natural and appropriate, although not the 
exclusive, function of ordinances is in legislation by the 
^ople of the locality, or their duly constituted representa- 
tiv'es for the conduct or government of the municipality and 
its inhabitants. Such legislation usually relates to the 
exercise of the {xdiee power delegated to the municipality 
by the legislature, and is the means by which the muniei- 
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pality exercises the powers of restraint over the inhabitants 
and the use of property within the territorial limits, which 
are confided to the municipal govermpent for the general 
good of the city and its inhabitants. The suppression of nuis¬ 
ances, the preservation of the public health, the prevention 
of fires, the regulation of trades anti occupations and of the 
use and storage of dangerous articles, the establishment and 
control of markets, the suppression of disorderly conduct 
and breaches of the peace and other similar matters, when 
regulated, controlled, or directed, by ordinances, are the 
result of the exercise by the municipality of the police power 
of the State under a delegation thereof by statute or by 
charter. The limitations of the police power have never 
been defined, and it is probable that no general limit can be 
placed upon it other than the requirement that its exercise 
must bccon'inedto those matters which have a real and 
substantial relation to the public welfare.’^ 

Exercise of police power and jurisdiction of Courts.— A 

municipality through the exercise of this power has the right 
to control and regulate the conduct of the citizens and the 
use of their property so long as such regulation and con¬ 
trol is for the purpose of protection and care of life and 
property. While the legislature may prescribe (1) over what 
subjects the municipality shall exercise the police power, (2) 
in what mode or manner it shall be exercised, and (3) what 
oflSeer or department shall perform the functions, a general 
grant of the police power leaves it to the discretion of the 
municipality when how and by whom it will exercise the 
power. Where the power has been properly delegated, 
courts will not interfere in its exercise except where there 
has been a gross abuse by the municipal authorities of 
the discretion which it is held thej must possess because 
of their greater knowledge of the needs of the municipality 
and the extent of the protection afforded either to the 
public or the licensees by the exaction of the license The 
legislature has confided to the municipality and the munici¬ 
pality alone, the duty of deciding wliat measures \\’ithin 
its legal powers are for the public convenience, and its 
discretion is not subject to control by the courts (22 Bom. 
230). The power must be exercised as given, this rule 
applying to amount of fee and conditions relating to it (28 
Mad* 520). The Municipal Act should not be used for 
the purpose of interfering in any way with the rights 
of private ownership beyond those limited powers which 
the corporation has obtained by statute for the neces¬ 
sary protection of the public and the enforcement of 
proper sanitation (8 I. C. 530). The power must not be 
exercised arbitrarily, irregularly or tyrannically. The 
usual mode of exercising police functions is by the enact- 
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ment of lE^e-laws or ordinances of regulation or prohibition, 
the former usually prescribing fees and licenses and the 
latter penalties for violation of the ordinances. This power 
being a power delegated to a municipal corporation by the 
State must be plainly conferred by the legislature. If there 
is any doubt, it will not be held to exist. While power to 
license includes power to regulate power to regulate does not 
include power to prohibit or suppress; and ordinances or 
bye-laws of prohibition enacted under power of regulation 
only are ultra vires and void. Power to restrict and 
regulate, however, carries with it the power to prohibit; 
and the power to remove includes the pow'er to prevent^ 
See also 44 Mad. lo6. 

The power to license and regulate a lawful and neces¬ 
sary business will not give the. corporation the power to 
make contracts which create or tend to create a monopoly. 
Monopolies are odious to the law. A monopoly exists when 
the £»le of any merchandise or comnKxlity is restrained to 
one or to a certain number; and it has three inseparable 
consequences, the increase of the price, the badness of the 
wares and the impoverishment of others. All contracts in 
restraint of trade are also void. A bye-law which is in 
restraint of trade is illegal, while, one which is a mere 
regulation of trade is legal. Dillon “ Municipal Corpora¬ 
tions” p, 1011. 

Necessity of a definite notice. — Some of the provisions 
require a notice before the owner or occupier can be prose¬ 
cuted for the nuisance. The notice must be definite and in 
terms of the section under which it is issued. Most of the 
sections do not fix any time for compliance and in such cases 
the notice must giv^e such time for compliance as is reason¬ 
ably suflSeient. The courts will ha\'e pow^er to decide whether 
the time given for compliance is sufficient or not. See 
S. 214 and S. 219 (2) of the Act. 

Section 106. — This section regulates the use of bathing 
and washing places and empowers committees to provide 
facilities for promoting cleanliness of persons, animals and 
clothing for the inhabitants of their respccti^’e municipalites. 
Setting apart does not necessarily mean '‘provide.” The 
committees may use existing facilities in the municipal area 
and may set apart these for purposes of the section and pro¬ 
hibit the use of other places not so set apart. In case there are 
no available facilities, the committees may acquire land for 
the puiq)ose and provide fitting bathing and washing facilities 
on such land. Unless fitting places for bathing and washing 
have eillier been set amrt or provided, it cannot make any 
prohibition. Private bathing and washing places are out¬ 
side the scope of the section. Such places can only be 
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controlled if they are a nuisance under spme other provision 
of this chapter. 

Lmbility for wife*# acts. — A person cannot be convicted 
under this section on account of his wife, having washed 
some dirty clothes if it appeared that he had simply told his 
wife to wash the clothes without saying where they wei^ to 
be washed. Rat. Ur. Or. C. 399 (1888). 

107. (1) The committee may by public notice order and, 
if so directed by the local Government, shall within one month 
of die notification of such direction be deemed to have’ ordered, 
any burial or burning ground situate within municipal limits or 
within one mile thereof which is certified by the Medical Officer 
of Health to be dangerous to the health of persons living in ^ the 
neighbourhood to be closed, from a date to be specified in the 
notice, and shall in such case, if no suitable place for burial or 
burning exists within a reasonable distance, provide a fitthig 
place for the purpose. 

(2) Private burial places in such burial grounds may be 
excepted from the notice, subject to such conditions as the 
committee may impose in this behalf: 

Provided that the limits of such burial places aro su ffi c ien tly 
defined, and that they shall only be used for the burial of 
members of the family of the oMmnrs thereof. 

(3) No burial or burning ground, whether public or private, 
shall be made or formed after the commencement of this Act, 
except with the sanction in writing of the committM which shall 
not be granted unless the Medical Officer of Health has certified 
in writing for the information of the committee that such bwial 
or burning ground is not prejudicial to public health: 

Provided that no such burial or burning ground shall be 
made or formed, except with the sanction of the local Govern* 
ment. 

(4) Should any person, without the permission of the 
committee, hury or bum or cause, or permit to be buried or burnt 
any corpse at any place which is not a burial or buming-gromd 
or in any burial or burning ground made or formed contrary to 
the provisions of this section, or after the date fixed thereunder 
for closing the same, he shall be punishable with fine which may 
extend to fifty rupees. 

Notes. 

S. lOl of the old Act. Amendment Act, II of 1923, had 
further amended clauses 1 and 3. These clauses have now been 
further amended by Act, III of 1933. 
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Recent changes. —Sub-sections 1 and 3 have been inserted 
by S. 35 of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933, for 
sub-sections 1 and 3 of the orignal S. 107. The Govern¬ 
ment can now compel municipal committees to exercise 
powers under S. 107. 


Analogous Law:— 

Ss. 254, 258 & 274, Bengal Dis¬ 
trict Municipal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 437 & 439, Bengal Munici¬ 
pal Act, XV of 1932. 

Ss. 248 252. Behar and Orissa 
Municipal Act. 1922. 

S. 185, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act 1925. 

S. 150, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, in of 1901 
Ss. 435—438, Bombay City 
Municipal Act, HI of 1888. 

S. 8', Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898 


Ss, 457—462, Calcutta City 
Municipal Act, III of 1923 

Ss. 146 & 147, Cantonment Act, 
II of 1924 

Ss 138 & 192, Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, 11 of 1922. 

S.s. 318—324, Madras City Muni- 
Municipal Act, 1919. 

Ss 278—280, Madras District 
Municiiml Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 145 & 147, Rangoon City 
cipal Act, 1922. 

S 285, U P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


Necessity of Powers. —The public health, comfort and con¬ 
venience are concerned in the proper regulation of burials and 
Cremations; and the evils resulting from its neglect are 
especially to be apprehended in the crowded population of 
cities. Hence powers have been rightly given to committees to 
regulate such matters. S. 107 empowers committees to close 
existing burial and burning grounds and to provide fitting 
places for such grounds in place of those closed. No new 
burial or burning ground can be established after the 
commencement of the Act. The power under the section is a 
continuing one and can be exercised from time to time as 
the occasion arises. 

Under clause (2) private burning and burial-grounds 
may be excepted from the orders under clause (1). Burial 
or burning in such excepted places against the conditions 
imposed by committees is not made punishable. This may, 
however, be covered by S. 219. 

Under clause (4) |)ermis8ion may be given on terras. 
When permission is given on terms, breach of the terms 
will be punishable under S 219. 

Besides this section the committees have under S. 188 
(e) (y) further powers of regulating the use and 
management of burial and burning grounds by framing bye¬ 
laws. 

S. 108 empowers committees to restrict routes for 
the removal of corpses to burial and burning grounds. 
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Reqidutes of • valid notice.— The municipal authorities 
issuing a notice prohibiting the use of a burial ground must 
definitely specify the point of time* from which the period 
fixed by them is to run. A notice in the following terms;— 
*• no person shall after two months bury or permit to be 
buried any corpse in such and such burial ground” is' not 
valid as it does not specify the time from which two months 
were to run. 25 Cal, 492. 

Fitting places. - Whether a place is a fitting one or not 
will depend on the requirements of the community regarding 
the disposal of corpses and the general necessities of the 
cases. The question was considered in the following ease 
bearing on S. 392 of the City of Madras Municipal Act 
— a section somewhat corresponding to the present 
section: — 

In 1896 the Municipal Commissioners of Madras City 
acquired land close to plaintiff’s land and factory and opened 
a burial and burning ground therein. The plaintiff alleged 
that his premises had in consequence become unhealthy, 
insanitary and unfit for residential purposes, that he had 
been unable to work his factory and that his property had 
deteriorated in value. The plaintiff consequently sued 
for damages and for an injunction restraining the munici¬ 
pality from using the said land as a burial and burning 
ground. No negligence was alleged regarding the manner 
in which the burial ground had been used. It w’^as showm 
that the burning ground was to a certain extent a source 
of nuisance to any one who occupied plaintiff’s premises 
and that the market value of plaintiff's property had 
depreciated: Held that the mere fact that a neighbouring 
landowner has sustained damages from the establish¬ 
ment of the burial ground does not show that the site 
selected was not convenient and fitting. The object is to 
provide a convenient and sanitary means of disposing of 
corpses in accordance with the general sentiments of the 
community; that provision is absolutely neceissary and it must 
necessarily be attended with some inconvenience. 

It was also held in this ease that facts disclosed did not 
constitute actionable nuisance and even if such nuisance had 
been proved, the municipality was protected. 25 Mad. 118. 

Closing of burning ground.— The committees cannot close 
a burning ground njerely because in their opinion the 
burning of dead Inxlies was offensive. The committees can 
interfere only wlien it appears tt) them upon the certificate of 
JVIedical OlTicer of Health that a cremation ground is in 
kieii a state as to be dangerous to the health of the persons 
living in the vicinity thereof. Cf. 19 W. R. 3o9. 
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Criematkm dead bodie# is not a public nuisance.— 

When persons entitled to use a particular spot for the 
communal purpose of cremation, use it for that purpose in a 
manner neither unusual nor calculated to aggravate the 
inconvenience necessarily incident to such an act, as it is 
generally performed in this country it must be admitted 
that he does what is perfectly lawful. Such an act done, 
not only in the exercise of a right of which the people of this 
country are generally very tenacious but also in the discharge 
of a serious duty, would not amount to a public nuisance 
punishable under S. 290 of the Penal Code. 19 Mad. 464. 

private cremation ground—Criminal Procedure Code.— 
Although a burning ground may not itself be a nuisance’^ 
within the roearung of S. 133, Cr, P. C., .'•till a ma^s- 
trate will have jurisdiction to take action unde" that section 
if it is shown that such a ground is in such an offensive 
state or that cremation is carried upon it in such olTensive 
manner as to be a source of injury, danger or annoyance to 
persons living in the vicinity. A private, proprietor may 
1>B guilty of acts done on his private property which may 
give rise to a public nuisance ; the owner of a cremation 
ground may be held to create a nuisance if he allows the 
cremation of bodies upon that ground to be so performed 
as to annoy or endanger the lives an(i properties of persons 
living in the neighbourhood. 25 Cal 425. 

Sale of fuel at burning ground. There is no spcinfic 
provision for licensing sale of fuel in burning grounds. The. 
bye-laws under S. 188 (e) {v) may be so framed as to 

r^ulate the sale of fuel at such places. In Bengal there is 
a specific provision (S. 260-A of Act, III of 1884) 
enabling committees to license the sale of fuel. But the 
presence of such provision was held not to give pow’er to 
create* exclusive rights in favour of any person to sell fuel 
for burning dead Ixxlies. Cf. 6 I. G. 8G4 or 14 C. W. N. 1057. 

Burinl ground a sacred place. By the custom of the coun¬ 
try, founded on a sentiment which may almost Iw described as 
universal, the groun 1 in which human relies are interred is 
regarded as for ever sacred. The members of the family of 
the dead are in the habit of |)erfornung t*.ertain religious 
service at their tombs. The ownership of the soil may be 
vested in others, but the permission to bury in the land, 
grant^, as it must be, subject to the. custom of the community 
carries with it the right to perform all customary rites. 26 
Bora. 198; 3 Bom. L. R. 771. 

Burial in a proHilrited place. - Beyond a fine for non- 
compliance with the provisions of the section there is 
no power to abate the nuisance created by burial or 



I§ee; vm A l09.] 409 

cfeiMtion at a place not the burial or burning ground, 
ftaeedor provided by committee. In Lyallpur a person 
was buried in the heart of the city in his own resi¬ 
dence inspite of the orders of the munidpal committee. 

The eommittee found itself powerless to do anything. 
Exhumation was only possible under the Criminal 
Ppoeedure Code under certain conditions. Even exhuma¬ 
tion cannot contemplate the burial at any other place 
than the, one from which the body is exhumed. Even the 
provision of punishment seems to be inadequate, fn the 
Lyallpur ease the responsibility could not be fixed upon any 
body. 

Recourse to preventive action under the Specific 
Relief Act is posable but illusory. There is hardly any 
time to enable committees to resort to such a remedy. 

108, (I) The committee may, by public notice, pre- Removal 
•erlbe roatet for the removal of corpses to burial or burning 
places. 

(2) Whoever carries a corpse along a route prohibited 
by the committee, or in a manner likely to cause annojrance 
to the public, shall be punishable with fine which nsay extend to 
ten rupees. 

Notes. 

Ss. 102 and 167 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law .— 

Ss. 118 & 149, Cantonment Act, S. 241, Madras District Muiiici- 
n of 1924. pal Act, IV of 1884. 

Ss. 139 & 193, Central Provinces S. 113, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

Municipal Act, II of 1922 1900. 

Dangerous animals. 

109. (1) The committee may— Disposal 

# V . . * 

(a) authorixe any person-* stray dogs. 

(i) to destroy, or cause to be destrosred or confine 
or cause to be confined, for such period as the 
committee may direct, any dog or other animal 
suffering, or reasonably suspected to be suffering 
from rabies, or bitten by any dog or otli«’ animal 
suffering or suspected u aforesaid; 

(») to omifine^ or cause to be confined, any dogs found 
wandering about streete or poblie places without 
collars or other mark* dist in g ui s hi ug them as 
privi^ property and charge a f^ for such deten¬ 
tion and destroy or otknrwrise dayiose of any sock 
dog if It: js not elaimedl within ona .weak, and tiie 
fee paid; 
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(&) issue • ten^MMreiy or steodiog order tibat amy dogs 
without collars or other marfu disti ng u is hing 
them as private property, found straying on the 
streets or beyond the enclosures of the houses of 
the owners of such dogs may be destroyed and 
destroy or cause them to be destroyed accor> 
dingly. Public notice shall be given of say snch 
order. 


(2) No damages shall be payable in respect of any 
or other sutimal destroyed or otherwise dbposed of under this 
secthm. 

Notes. 


S. 138 of the Act with considerable changes. 


Analogous Law .— 

S. 213, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. 465, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

Ss. 348-349, Behar and Orissa 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. lt»7, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 


S. 119 (3), Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S. 131, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 281, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 241, Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 249-51, U. P. Municipalities 
Act, 1916. 


Executive Oflhcers Act.— Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officers in municipalities to which the Ifixecutive 
Officers Act has been extended. 


Control of animals. —Ss. 109 to 112 deal with the move¬ 
ments of dangerous animals within municipal limits. 8. 109 
deals with dogs and other animals sulfering from rabies. 
8. ilO and S. idd specially deal with control of dogs, 
wnile 8s. Ill and xx2 deal with camels, bears and elephants. 
There are no other provisions dealing with other dangerous 
animals as these are very rarely found domesticated. 
8. 289, 1. P. O., will afford sufficient protection against 
keepers of other dangerous animals. Keeping of swine and 
other animals so as to be injurious to the health of the 
neighbours is provided under S. 147, while stables for 
horses and cows and sheep and goat enclosures can be regu¬ 
lated under 8. l88 (/i). 

Nuuance aruing from keeping animal*. —The keeping of 
any animal in such a position or in such circumstances as to 
cause material discomfort or annoyance to the public in 
general and to any person in particular is a nuisance. If it 
affects the public generally, it is a public nuisance. The 
keeping of any animal so as to be a nuisance or injurious to 
ki^th is a nuisance capable of being abated or punished by 
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See, 110—113.] 

samri^ proceedings. It Is not i^essary that the annoyance 
should amount to injury to health. Banbury Sanitary Authority 
V. Paae (1881) 8 Q. B. D. 97. ^ j' y 

^e^tkm.—Powers under S. 109 (1) can be delegated; 

Vide S. 33. * 

110. Whoever^ being the owner or person in diarge of Sufferir 
•ny dog, neglects to restrain it so that it shall not be at large in to 

any street without a muzzle, ** 

(а) if such dog is likely to annoy or intimidate passengers, 

or 

(б) if tibe committee has by public notice during the 

prevalmice of rabies directed that dogs shall not be 
at large without muzzles 

shall be punishable with fine which may extend to twoity 
rupees. 

Notes. 

S. 163 of the old Act. Clause (b) is new. 

Analogous Law,— S. 157 of Bombay Municipal Boroughs 
Act 1925. Cf., S. 250 of U. P. Act, II of 1916. 

Delegation.— Powers under S. 110 can be delegated'under 
S. 33. 

111. ^ Whoever, being in charge of any elephant, camel or eiephanu 
bear, omits on being requested to do so to remove as ^ su may camels, 
be practicable his elephant, camel or bear, to a safe distance on 

tiie approach of a horse, whether ridden or driv«i, shall be 
punishable with fine which may extend to twenty rupees. 

Notes. 

S. 161 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law.— Cf. 254 of U. P. Act, II of 1916; S. 350 
of Bengal Act, III of 1884; S. 202 of C. P. Act, U of 1922. 

112. Whoever, contrary to any orders of the committee. Taking 
tdces an elephant along a street shall be punishable with fine 

which may extend to twenty rupees. roads. 

Notes. 

S. 162 of the old Act. 

AnalogousLaw. — S. 166 of N. W. P. and Oudh Act of 
1900. 

Dangerous or insanitary buildings or places. 

113. Should any building, or any well, tank, reservi^, poid, tmil. 

duress ion or excavation 1^, for want of saffiomit repair, 
pfrptqfHpn ^cloture, danferpua tpthe perspna dweUpng pf 



Power to 
require build¬ 
ings, wells, 
tanks, etc., to 
be secured. 
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wodkiiig therein or in die n^hbonrhood or to peieotte pe el i ng 
by, the committee mey, by notice require the Onofer or oeeu* 
pier thereof to repair, protect, or enclose die seme; end, slmidd 
it appear to it to be necessary in ordo* to prevent inmiinmit 
danger it shall forthwith take such steps to avert the dvnger as 
may be necessary. 

Notes. 

S. 127 of the old Act 

Failure to comply with the notice would be punishable 
under S. 219 of the Act. Should the owner or occupier fail 
to comply with the notice, the committee can also do the 
work themselves under S. 220 and recover the costs under 
S. 222. 


Delegation.— Powers under 
under S. 33. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 209, Bengal District Municipal 
Act 1884. 

S. 359, Bengal Municipal Act, I 
XV of 1932. 

S 194, Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 354, Bombay City Municipal 
Act m of 1888. 

S. 103, Burma Municipal Act, HI 
of 1898. 

S. 126, Cantonment Act, IT of 


this section can be delegated 


1924. 

S. 124, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, TI of 1902. 

Ss. 258 & 260, Kladras City 
Municipal Act, 1919. 

S. 220. Madras District Munici})al 
Act V of 1920. 

S. 157, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act. 1922. 

R. 263, C. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


Executive Officers Act.— In municipalities to which this 
Act has been extended the section should be deemed to have 
been amended as follows, vidg Tclause 10 of Schedule II of 
Executive Officers Act:— 


113. Should any building, or any wdl, tank,^ reservoir, 
pool, depression or excavation be, for wrant of sufficient repair, 
protection or enclosure, dangerous to the persons dwelling or 
working therein or in the neighbourhood or to persons passing 
by,, dm conunittee may order the executive officer by notice 
to require the owner or occupier thereof to repair, protect or 
enclose the same; and should it appear to the mcecutive officer 
that the danger to such persons from any such building, well, 
tank, reservoir, pool, depression or excavation is imminent, he 
shall forthwith take such steps to avert such danger as may 
appear to Un to be necessary and as may be iqtproved by the 
president; 

Provided that any such action takmi by the executive 
officer under this section shall be reported to the committee 

ai tiw PCM fpHowhiff ihMitiog^ 

DiltitPdktti between Sections 113 nnd 114.'-^Sd fht* am 
l^ldln^ concerned, S, 113 requires hotide to qy 







joedaprfer. Und^ notice can. ^sq iseue even if ibe 

• buildup be dangeroue only to pereona duelling pi? living in 
it. Usrier S#li3 the eommittee has no option .It can only 
•.re<|aiise repairs. S, 114 cannot corne into operation, if tlie 
;bail<Mng is dangerous only to persona living in it. Ui^r 
tlmt section the notice can only issue to owners whiWtl^e 
cottMOuttee has the option to require demoliticm or r^aisf. 
To a oerlain extent the sections overlap ea^ otlwr. 

For further Notes S. 114. . . . 


114. Should any buSdniK,. waU or •tra4t«ire»> or aay- 
duog affixed thereto, or any bank or tree, be dnennid by tl^ 
committee to be in a ruinous state or in any. wny de"ff>P «*ytj 
there be any faU«i bnildtng or debris or other mteiial which is 
unsightly or is likdly to 'Be in any way injurious to health 
it may by notice require the owner ffierec^ .itiffier to 
remote tibe same or to canise such repairs to be made .to 
the boUding, wall, structure «r bank, as the committoe may con* 
rider necessary for the public safety, and shoidd k appear to he 
necessary in order to prevent imminent danger, the eoramiltee 
shall fortburith take such steps, at the exposse ^ the owner, to 
avert the danger as may be necessary. 

N<rtes. 

S. 128 of the old Act. 


Recent changes. —The present section has been substitut¬ 
ed by S. 36 of Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933. 


Analogous Lau.': — 

S. 210, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 364 & 369, Bengal Municipal 
Act, XV of 1932. 

S. 194, Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 149, Bombay Municipal Bor¬ 
oughs Act, 1920. 

S, 119, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, IT! of 1901. 

S. 354, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, III of 1888. 


S 125, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

S, 140, (Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S. 125, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, IT of 1922. 

Ss. 258-9 & 260, Madras City 
Municipal Act, 1919. 

1 S. 218, Madras District Munxci- 
. pal Act, V of 1920 
' S. 157, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

S. 2G3, U. P- Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


Delegation. —Powers under the section can be delegated; 
vide section 33 (a) & (6). 

Executive Officers Act— In munioipaHties to which this 
Act is extended S. 114 should be taken to be deemed 
to have been amended as follows :w 

114. ShoOld any building, waU or stroctu^ or aiding 
affixed Uierrto, or any bank or tree, be deemed by the wm> 
Plitieo tq be in 4 ndnqqs stqte qr jq any way danferous, or ffiqiq 
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be eny faUen baiUiag or debris or other meteriel whidb is libelf 
to be in any way injurioas to health, it may order the eseentive 
'offieer by notice to reqiare the owner thereof fortliwitih either 
to remove the same or to came such repairs to be made to 
tibe building, wall, structure or bank as the commftlee may 
consider necessary for the public safety, and should bt appear to 
tiw executive officer that the dangwr from any such building, 
wal^ structure, thmg, bank or tree is imminoit, he shall forthwith 
take such steps, at the expense of the owner, to avert tibe danger 
as may be approved by die president: 

Provided that any surtion taken by the executive offieer 
tmdor diis seoticm shall be reported to the committee at its next 
foUowfaig meeting. 

Notes. 

iV'iotc.—The Executive Officers Act amended the ori^nal 
S. 114 as it stood before the present Amendment Act III of 
1933 amended it. By S. 6 of the General Clauses Act the 
amendment effected by the Executive Officers Act must 
relate to the amended S. 114. 

Demolition or repairs.— Notice under this section will not 
entitle a person served with a notice under S. 114 to effect 
such changes as amount to erection or re-erection of a build¬ 
ing. Nor will the order for demolition entitle the owner to 
re-erect the building. Proper sanction for re-erection or for 
repairs amounting to erection or re-erection of a building 
will have to be obtained. 

Sometimes the owmers in order to avoid the trouble of 
obtaining sanction under S. l93 and in eases where they 
know that re-erection is not possible, in collusion with munici¬ 
pal staff get notices under S. 114 issued to them requiring 
the re-erection of a dangerous building and under the pretext 
of this notice re-erect buildings sometimes including pro¬ 
jection or other encroachments, the committees have to take 
precautions against such underhand means. 

Failure to comply with the notice is punishable under S. 
219. 

Owner.— If there are more than one owner, notice to 
all would seem to be necessary. This will sometimes cause 
delay, as it is often difficult to find out all the owners of a 
particular building especially if it is untenanted owing to 
its dangerous state. Amendment such as that of S. 115 
would seem to be necessary to give elfeetive control to com¬ 
mittees over such buildings. 

Removal and rebuilding of a dmigerous wall. —The munici¬ 
pal committee is competent under this section to issue a 
notice re(juiring the rebuilding of a dangerpus \^’a^ or bqnk 
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of specified dimension after pulling it down. The renewal 
of such a dangerous wall and bank, built by the owners 
or occupier of a building on a hill 8t?ttion as a support to the 
side, for a more substantial one amounts only to repairs 
within the provisions of this section. P. R, of 19J8 Or. 

Option of repadrs. —A notice requiring the removal of a 
ruinous shed without option of repairing the same is 
defective. P. R. 18 of 1908 Cr. and 23 of 1905 Cr. 

The option of removal or repairs is an option given to 
the local authority and not to the owner of the building. 
The owner cannot insist that the notice under S. 114 should 
^ve him the option of either removing the building or mak¬ 
ing full repairs as will remove the danger. The option is 
given to the local authority of deciding whether, in the 
circumstances contemplated by the section to exist, the 
owner should be required to remove the building or whether 
he should be required to cause sufficient repairs. 52 I. C. 
665; 43 Bom. 838. 

Public safety. —These provisions are not intended for 
effecting repairs in houses which may be dangerous to the 
persons occupying them. The words “public safety** mean 
the safety of the general public and not of a particular 
person. Therefore only such repairs can be ordered as may 
be necessary for the public safety. The safety of the tenant 
of a bungalow or his guest does not come within its meaning: 
P. R. 1 of 1908 Cr.; Cf. 20 All. 501. If the safety of the tenant 
or occupier alone is affected, resort should be had to S. 113. 

Jurisdiction of Courts to interfere with orders. —On a 

prosecution under S. 219 for failure to comply with the 
notice issued under the section it is open to the Chief Court 
to see whether the conviction is good and to review the 
proceedings of the committees. Cf. P. R. 1 of 1906 Cr. 

Court’s power of interference—dangerous tree.— The 

magistrate cannot go into the question whether the committee 
w'as right in thinking the tree ordered by it to be removed 
to be dangerous. The magistrate can at most consider 
whether the tree never appeared to the committee to be 
^ngerous. Where it was proved that the tree was a sloping 
cocoanut palm which overhung a house and had been report¬ 
ed by the sanitary inspector to be dangerous: Held on this 
evidence a court cannot hold that there were no grounds on 
which the committee could form an opinion. Whether the 
committee was justified in forming this opinion is not a 
matter to be decided by court. 1925 Mad. 584; 90 I. C. 
152. 

PowiMTs of municipalities undor the section—Court’s 
powers of interfermce wfth Uie exercise of sudi powers.— Under 
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the corresponding section of the City of Bombay Municipal 
Act, (S. 355 Act III of 1888) it was held that the 
primary object of the section is the safety of the public to 
secure which the commissioners must of necessity be given 
very 'vnde powers. But it does not follow that those powers 
can be exercised arlatrarily and without due consideration to 
tiie provisions of the section and the rights of the individuals. 

In the first place it must appear to the Commissioner* 
iliat a structure is in a ruinous condition or likely to fall 
or in any way dangerous to persons resorting to or passing 
by such structure. Then the Commissioner* may by written 
notice require the owner or occupier to pull down, secure or 
repair such structure. Although the word “ appear ” in the 
section does not signify “ appear to the eye the Com¬ 
missioner’s* action when “ it appears ” is judicial so that he 
must exercise the discretion in determining what action 
should be taken, and, whereas in this case, he merely signs 
a n )tice sent to him by another officer, such as an engineer, 
he could not be taken to have complied with the section. 

S. 354 applies to all degrees of danger and prescribes 
various precautionary measures to be taken to prevent injury 
resulting therefrom, it follows that first the degree of danger 
must be ascertained and then the appropriate remedy 
prescribed. It was not suggested in this case that the danger 
was imminent. The legislature has vested in the municipal 
Commissioner* a discretion in the matter and the court would 
not interfere with his exercise of such discretion merely 
because the object in view might be carried out in some other 
way. Nor w’ould the court lightly impute to him bad faith. 
The courts are competent to inquire whether such discre¬ 
tion has been exercised. 

It is impossible for the Commissioner* to insjwet all 
structures suspected to be dangerous. Therefore it is a 
sdfficient exercise of his discretion in deciding what struc¬ 
tures are dangerous if he appoints a competent person to 
represent him what structures are dangerous. But if a 
notice is issued based on the representation of such a person, 
it is open to the owner to prove that that person has not 
exercised his discretion or has been actuated by improper 
motives in prescribing the steps to be taken. In such a case, 
if the owner can prove to the satisfaction of the court that 
bis house was not in such a dangerous condition as to 
warrant an order to pull it down, that would be prima facie 
evidence that the person appointed by the Commissioner* had 
not exercised his discretion. It is open to the Commissioner* 
to act on the advice of experts as well as through agents, 
bat where tiie agents and consequently the Commissioner* 

• CoiTMpoads to executive (^cer in the Punjab. 
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have not exercised proper discretion the Commissioner has 
the opportunity to remedy this when the owner complains. 
Although under such circumstauces the safety ('>f the public 
must be considered in preference to the rights of the private 
individuals, as in the case of imminent danger at all, the 
aggrieved party is entitled to be heard as a matter of bare 
justice. 33 Bom, 334, 3 I. C. 361. 

Contents of Notice.— A notice binder S. 114 of the Munici¬ 
pal Act must specify the portion of the building which, in 
the opinion of the committee, is in a dangerous condition and 
should also mention the nature of the repairs to be 
made. 

A notice therefore mentioning the building and calling 
upon the owner to remove it or execute “ sufficient ’’ repairs 
to such portion of the building as was in a ruinous or 
dangerous condition was held to l)e bad, disobedience of 
which was not punishable, 32 I. C. 841; P. R. 9 of 1916 Cr. 

The only condition precedent to the valid issue of 
notice under this section is that it shall appear not to the 
magistrate but to the committee that the premises are in 
the condition specified in the section. Where the premises 
appear to the committee in the condition specified, the notice 
is validly issued. Non-compliance with such a notice consti¬ 
tutes a complete oilence. The magistrate cannot acquit the 
accused on the sole ground that the premises did not appear 
to the magistrate in such condition as to justify issue of 
notice, 34 Bom. 346, 5 I. C. 860. 

115. Should the owner, part owner or occupier of any 
building or land suffer the same to be in a filthy or unwholesome 
state the committee may, by notice, require him witiiin twenty 
four hours to cleanse the same or otherwise put it in a proper 
state; and thereafter to keep it in a clean and profter state and 
if it appear to be necessary for sanitary purposes to do so, may 
at any time by notice direct the occupier of any building to 
lime-wash or otherwise cleanse the said building inside or 
outside in the manner and within a period to be specified in the 
notice. 

Notes. 

Ss. 107 and 113 of the old Act. The wordspart owner ” 
have been added by Amendment Act of 1923. 

Executive Officers Act —Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officers in munieipalilies to whu^ the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended. 
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Analogous Law :— 

S. 362, Bengal Municipal Act, S. 264, Calcutta City Municipal 
XV of 1932, Act, 111 of 1923. 

S. 235 Behar and Orissa Munici- S 141 t'antonment Act, II of 1924. 

pal Act, 1922. Ss. 270 & 272, Madras City Muni- 

Ss. 162 & 164, Bombay Munici- cipal Act, 1919. 

pal Boroughs Act, 1925. S. 235, Madras District Munici- 

Ss. 131 <£• 395, Bombay District pal Act, V of 1920. 

Municipal Act, III of 1901. S. 271, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
S. 129, Burma Municipal Act, i 1916. 

Ill of 1898. I 

Delegation. —Powers under S. 115 can be delegated, vide 
section 33, clauses (o) & (6). 

Notice.—Scope of the section.— Under an analogous 
jrovision of the City of Bombay Municipal Act, the munici- 
)ality issued a notice calling upyn the owner of a range of 
juildings to put it in a proper state by providing ridge venti- 
: ation within seven days. The owner failed to eo.mply with 
the notice and was prosecuted for non-eompliancc; Held 
that nounicipality had no pewer to direct structural altera- 
ations and that the notice retiuiring ridge ventilation to be 
provided was illegal and the owner by refusing to comply 
with it committed no offence. When a person asked to 
cleanse a building or otherwise put a building which is 
filthy in a proper state, what is meant is that he is t(» remove 
the objectionable accidents .such as lilth and nuisance leaving 
the essence of the building the same as before. When a 
notice is required by law it cannot prescribe something 
which the law itself do^s not contemplate or inwilve. 

The section leaves it to the owner or occupier to adopt 
such measures as he pleases to carry out the demand <.>f the 
committee, it is not opon to the committee to prescribe its 
own measures and deprive the owner or occupier of his 
option. 8. Bom. 151, 

Validity ol notice. —Magistrate cannot substitute his own 
opinion for that of the committee. The only condition pre¬ 
cedent to the valid issue of a requisition is that it shall appear 
not to the magistrate but to the committee that the prenuses 
are in the condition specified in the section. Where the pre¬ 
mises appear to the c<immittee in the condition specified, the 
notice is validly issued, and non-compliance with such a notice 
constitutes a complete offence. The magistrate cannot 
acquit tlie accused on the sole ground that the premises did 
not appear to the magistrate in such a condition as to justify 
the issue of notice under the section. Cf. 34 Bom. 34b; 12 
Bom. L. R. 126; 5 I. C. 860. 

Diniatw Iwtursm owuen and te naa to .—The Municipal Act 
is particularly careful to xmder all enquiries as to tile 
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mUtoAl Kabilities or responsibilities of owners and tenants 
unnecessary and it is obviously impossible to carry on any 
sort of municipal administration if it were open to the actual 
occupier of the premises to say that not he but his landlord 
was the person who is responsible for the nuisance. If the 
occupier is not inclined to do anything his remedy is clear, 
that is, to leave the premises. He cannot be allowed to say 
that although the municipality has declared the land in a 
noxious condition he is entitled of keeping it in a noxious 
condition until the municipality has traced the owner of the 
land and until all disputes pending between the owner and the 
occupier have becm dt^cidod. Therefore it is useless for the 
occupier to plead in court that not he but some one else is 
responsible under S, 115 of tlie Act. Cf. 1925 Sind 264, 
87 I. C. 104. 

115>A. The committee may by notice require the owner or 
occupier of any land on which cattle or other animal* are 
habitually tethered to have the same properly paved or drained 
or both. 

Notes. 

New section introduced by the Amendment Act II of 1923. 

Non-complian VC with a notice under this section will 
be punishable under S. 219. 

Analogous Law :— ! 

S. 289, Behar an ! Oi-issa Munici- S. , Central Provinces 

pal Act, 1922. I Municipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 399, Calcutta Citv Municipal ! S. 283, Madras City Municipal 
Act, m of 1924 Act, 1919. 

Executive Officers Act. -Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive ofheers in municipalities to which the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended. 

Delegation. -Powers under S. 115-A can be delegated, 
vide S. 33, clauses (a) & (b). 

116. Should any building, or any part of any building, 
appear to the committee to be unfit for human habitation in con¬ 
sequence of the want of proper means of drainage or ventilation 
or any sufficient reason, the committee may, by notice, pro¬ 
hibit the owner or occupier thereof from using the^ same for 
human habitation, or suffering it to be so used, until it has been 
rendered fit for such use to the satisfaction of the committee, 
[and no such owner or occupier shall inhabit such bmlding 
orsufer it to be inhabited until the committee shall have 
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infcnrmedi in writing the owner or occupier tiiat the prohibition 
has bera Mrithdrawn.] 

Notes. 

S. 132 of the old Act. 

Recent changes. —The present section has been substitu¬ 
ted by S. 37 of the Punjab Amendment Act, TTf of 1933, the 
words within brackets being added. 

Analogous Law:— I 

S. 324, Bengal District Munici- ’ t2, Cantonment Act, II 

pal Act, 1884. ' of 1924. 

S. 366, Bengal Munici^Kil Act, S. 122, Central Provinces Muni- 
XV of 1932. i oipal Act, 11 of 1922. 

S. 236. Behar and Oris.sa Muni- , -74. Madra.s City Mtinicipal 

cipal Act, 1922. ' 1319. 

S. 163, Bombay Municipal S 237, Madras District Munici- 
Boroughs Act, 19?o. j pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 131 (2), Bombay District ! ». 156, Rangoon City Municipal 

Municipal Act, Ill of 1901. Act, 1922. 

S. 378, Bombay City Munici {lal S. 278, U P. Municipal Act, 
Act, m of 1888. 1916. 

S. 104, Burma Municipal Act, , English Lare*: — 

TTf of 1898. ; S. 97, Public Health Act, 1875. 

S. 381, Calcutta City Municipal ‘ S. 11. Housing Act, 1925. 

Act, HI of 1923." 

Executive Officers Act.— Powers under Ihi.s section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may b' exercised by 
executive officers in municipalities to wfiicii the Executive 
Officers Act has been extcnde.ti. 

Delegation. — Pow-ers under S. 116 can be delegated, vide 
S. 33, clause (t). 

Comments. —This is a very salutary provision in the 
Act. Most of the municipalities, how^ever, seldom make use 
of these powers and if powers under the section are more 
frequently exercised, committees can do much hi improve the 
sanitary condition of the dwelling houses. In England it is 
obligatory on local authorities to undertake periodic inspec¬ 
tion of dwelling houses and to pass closing orders in respect 
of all such places which are found to be unfit for human 
habitation. 

Appeal.— Orders under this section are apiiealable under 
S. 225. 

Appear to the committee. Sec Notes under Ss. 114 & 3 15. 
Want of proper ventilation. —Under a similar provision in 
an English Local Act it was held that a house may be closed 
as “ unfit for human habitation though it is in itself in fair 
condition if the proximity of other buildings renders it in¬ 
sufficiently ventilated. Hall v. Manchester Corp, ('1915) 79t 
J. P. 385 H. L. 
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Re«u>nable Mtisfaction of the committee.— In the absence 
of these words in the corresponding section of Burma Act 
it has been held that it is for the magistrate to decide 
whether the house has been rendered fit for habitation. 7 
Cr. L. ,T. 441. 

Under the Punjab Act the magistrate will have no 
authority to decide whether the house has been rendered fit 
for habitation, 

_ Owner and occupier.— The owner and occupier cannot 
be jouitly tried for disobedience to notice under this section, 
as the offence of each is a separate one. 37 Cal. 895. 

117. The committee may, by notice, require the owner 
or occupier of any land to clear away and remove any thick 
vegetation or undergrowth which may appear to the committee 
to be injurious to health or offensive to the neighbourhood. 

Notes. 


S. 129 of the old Act. 

Amloyous Lazv: — S. 104-A, Burma Municipal Act, 

S 195, Bengal District Munici- Til nf 1898. 

pal Act, 1884. S. 143, Cantonment Act, II of 1924. 

S 363, Bengal .Municipal Act, S- 127, t’entral Province.^ Muni- 
XV of 19:ij. cijial Act, II of 1922. 

S 239, Beliar and Orissa Munici- S. 270, Madra.^ City Municipal 
pal Act, 1922. , Act, 1919. 

S. l3l, Bombav District Munici- i S. 233. Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 111 of 1901. j pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 377, Bombav City Municipal i S. 283, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
Act, in of '1888. ' 1916. 

Failure to comply with the notice is punishable under 
S 219. The committee can also execute the work itself 
and levy the eivsts from the person failing to comply with 
the notice. 

Executive Officers Act. —Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officers in uiunieipalities to wiiieh the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended. 

Delegation.— Powers under the section can be delegated, 
vide section 33. 

Duties of the municipalities.— Under the corresponding 
section of Bengal Act, HI of 1864, the Municipality of 
ICishanghar, on the opinion of their medical officer that sick-' 
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Hess was prevalent ifi conseqaence of the jangle with which 
the town was overgrow^n, issued 7,000 notices ordering all 
persons served therewith to clear away their jungle within 
seven days. They did not enquire into each person’s case; 
that was done by the tax daroqa and tax-collectors, and after 
their visits the notices were issued and were served indivi¬ 
dually. One Womesh Chander Boy disregarded the notice. 
The municipality carried out the clearance and took steps 
to recover the expenses. The High Court held that the 
commissioners were not bound like a judicial officer to 
examine every individual’s ease or inspect every individual’s 
land; as ministerial officers looking after the health of the 
town they were qualified to decide upon their medical officer’s 
report and with the aid of their offic^ers wdiether the jungle 
with which the town was overgrown was injurious to health 
and to take the steps w'hich they did take. 7 W. R. 213. 


118. The committee may, by notice, require the owner 
or occupier of any land to cut or trim within three days the 
hedges growing thereon and bordering on any street, or any bran¬ 
ches of trees growing thereon which overhang any street and 
obstruct the same or cause danger, or which so overhang any 
well, tank or other source from which water is derived for 
public use as to be likely to pollute the water thereof, or are 
in any 7vay offensive or injurious to health. 

Notes. 


S. 130 of the old Act. This is one of the sections which 
fix the time during which the notice must be complied 


with. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 208, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S 202. Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act. 1922. 

S 348, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, I92n. 

S 118, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 111 of 1901. 

S. 38-3. Bombav City Municipal 
Act, m of 1888. 


S. 104-A, Burma Municipal Act, 
mof 1898. 

S. IHo. Cantonment Act, IT of 

I 1934. 

; S. 271, Madra.s City Municipal 
1 Act. 1919. 

; Ss. 219 & 2 54, Madra.s District 
I Municipal Act, V of 1920. 


Recent changes.— Words in italics were added by S. 38 of 
the Punjab Amendment Act Ifl of 1033. 

Delegation.- Pow'ers under the section can be delegated 
under S. 33. 


Executive Officers Act. —Powers under this section shall 
not 1)6 exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officers in municipalities to which the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended, 
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V«i!^ A verbal order requiring trees to be 

trimmed will not do and disobedience of such verbal orders 
is not punishable. Cf, 50 I. C. 992. 

119. The committee may, by notice, require the owner or part 
owner, or person claiming to be the owner or part owner, of any 
building or land which, by reason of abandonment or disputed 
ownership or other cause has remained untenanted and become 
a resort of idle smd disorderly persons or otherwise a nuisance, 
to secure or enclose the same within reasonable time fixed in the 
notice. 

Notes. 

S. 133 of tlie old Act. 

Analogous Law’. — ' 

S. 210, Bengal District Munici- ' S. 123 Centr.iI Provinces Muni- 
j)al Act, 1884. j cipal Act, 11 of J922. 

S 237, Behar aiui Orissa Miinici- S 209, Madras City MiiQicijtal 
pul Act, 1922. Act, 1919. 

S 131 , Bomljay District Munici- | S. 232, Madras Di.strict Munici¬ 
pal Act, 111 of 1901. ; jtal Aci, V of 1920. 

S .)7G, Bombay City Municipal S 294, IJ. P Municipalities Act, 
Act, 111 of 1888 . ' 1916. 

Delegation. -Powers under this section can be delegated, 
vide S. 33, clauses (a) & {b). 

Executive Officers Act.— Powers under this section shall 
not bo exercised by coiuniittoes but may be exercised by 
executive ollicers in municipalities to which the Executive 
tdfficers Act has been extended. 

Fsdlure to comply with notice. — See Notes under S. 

nuisance—Control of municipal committees.— 

The municipal committees can take action only in eases of 
nuisances s})ecilied under this section or under other sections. 
It lias no power to declare what are public nuisances and to 
take action in respect ot that. 12 O. lA 1 j. It. lb Or. 

120. (1) If the Medicsd Officer of Health certifies that 

^e cultivs,tion of any description of crop or the use of aoy kind 
of manure or the inigation of land in any specified manner,— 

(a) in any place within the limits of any municipality, 
is injurious or facilitates p:actice8 which are injurious 
to the health of persons dwelling in the neighbour¬ 
hood ; or 

(f>) in any place within or beyond the limits of any 
municipality is likely to contaminate the water-supply 
of such municipality or otherwise render it unfit for 
drinking purposes ; 

he committee may prohibit the odtivatimi of sudh crops, the us 2 
of such manure or the mnplqyma^ «f irrigation 
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so r^orted to be injurimis^ or impose sach cmulitions witb 
respect thereto as may prevent such injury or contamination: 

Provided that if it is notified by the local Government that 
the cultivation of such crop, the use of such manure, or the 
employment of such method of irrigation is prohibited or condi¬ 
tions are imposed with respect thereto, the committee shall be 
demned to have ordered such prohibition, or imposed such condi¬ 
tions, and shall issue notices in accordance with the noti¬ 
fication; 

Provided also that, when on any land to which such prohi¬ 
bition applies the act prohibited has been practised during the 
five years next preceding the prohibition in the ordinary course 
of husbandry, compensation shall be paid from the municipal 
fund to all persons interested therein for any damage caused to 
them by the effect of such prohibition. 

(2) Should any person fail within six months from the date 
of its service to comply with a prohibitory notice issued under 
sub-section (1), he shall be punishable with fine which may 
extend to fifty rupees and with a further fine which may extend 
to five rupees for every day during which the offence is con¬ 
tinued. 

Notes. 


S. 134 of the old Act. —(jertuin changes were introduced 
into the old Act by Act 111 ol' lt)ll and by the Amendment Act 
11 of 1923. The present section tuts been substituted by S. 39 
of the Punjab Amendment Act, 111 of 1933. 

Cultivation of certain corps or use of manure and irriga¬ 
tion can now' be prohibited. The matter is discretionary 
with eomraittoe. The Government can however prohibit these 
acts and if they are so prohibited by local Government such a 
prohibition will be deemed to have been made by the e()m- 
mittee. Time for compliance has been fixed at six months, 
in view of the fact that cultivation already taken in hand 
before issue of notice will require six months to mature. 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 241, Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S, 135, Burma Municipal Act, 111 
of 1898. 


6 s. 130 & 191, Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, 11 of 1922. 

S. 2.:5, Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 232, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


Dangerous or offensive trades. 


l2l. (1) Noplace within a municipality ihall be used 
for any of the following purposes: — 

meltmg tallow, dressing raw bides ; 
boObtg bones, offal mr blood} 
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as a soap«hottse» tMl*boiling>Iioiisey djreing'hoiue or tannery; 
as a brickfield, Inrieb-idln, pottery charcoal kiln* or lime¬ 
kiln; 

•sany odier miunifactory. engme-house, store-hoose or 
place of bo^ess from which off entire or unwholetpnie 
smells, gases, noises, or smoke arise; 

as a yard or depot for trade in slaked lime, hay, straw, 
thatching-grim, wood, charcoal or coal, or other 
dangeroosly imflammable materials; 

as a store-house for Msy explosive; or for petroleiun or 
any inflammable oil or spirit; 

exes|»t under a license from the committee which shall be re¬ 
newable annually ; 

Provided that no such license shall be necessary in the case 
of any such premises which were used for any such purposm 
at the time that the Punjab Municipal Act, 1891, came into 
force, and were registered under that Act, and in the case of 
brickfields, which were used at the time that this Act came 
into force; but the owner or occupier of the brickfields so ex¬ 
cepted shall register the same in a book to be kept by die 
committee for the purpose. 

(2) The license dball not be withheld unless the com¬ 
mittee consider that the business which it is intended to estab¬ 
lish or maintain would be the cause of annoyance, i^oice mr 
danger to persons residing in, or frequenting, the immediate 
neighbourhood, or that the area should be for general reasons 
kept clear of the establishment of such business. 

(3) The committee may charge fees according to a scale to 
be approved by the commissioner for such licenses, and 
may impose such conditions in respect thereof as it may 
think necessary. Among other conditions it may prescribe 
that any furnace used in connection with such trade shall, 
so far as practicable, consume its own smoke. 

(4) The owner or occupier of any place registered un¬ 
der sub-section (1) may apply to have that place licensed 
under this section. When any such place has been licensed, 
the registration of that place shall thereby be cancelled, 
and shall not be renewed. 

(5) Whoever, without registration or witibout a license, 
uses any place for any such purpose as is specified in this 
section or in contravention of the condition of any such 
licMse, diall be punishable with fine which may extend to 
fifty nqiees, and with a further fine not exceeding ten 
rupees for every day during which the offence is contmued. 


* Added'by S. 40 of the Amendment Act, III of 1933. 
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Notes. 

S. 135 of the old Act with some alterations. 

Alterations.—(1). The old section made registration 
compulsory and required licenses for new premises. The 
present section makes license compulsory except in cases 
where the premises were used before 1891 and were regis¬ 
tered. 

(2) Brick-fields, engine-houses, depots of charcoal have 
been included as places requiring a license. 

(3) The breach of the conditions of license is also 
made punishable. 

(4) The provision as regards the furnaces is rendered 
specific. 

(5) Manufactory, etc., from which offensive noise or 
smoke arises, have also been included. 

The Act has further been amended by Act II of 1923 
and Act 111 of 1933 and places used as a charcoal kiln or for 
dressing raw hides, or as a yard or depot for trade in un¬ 
slaked lime have also been licensed while in the clause re¬ 
lating to any other manufactory, etc., the words “store-house” 
have been added and the emission of gases from such places 
has also been made a ground for licensing such places. 

Analogous Law :— I III of 188 S. 

Ss.26i & 27J (2), lleiifral Di.s- S, 117, Burma .Mmiicijral Act, Ill 
trict Municipal Act, 1884. of 1898. 

S. 370, Bengal Municipal Act, S. 386, Calcutta City Municipal 
XV of 1932. Act, III of 1923. 

Ss. 259 & 261, Behar and Orissa S.s. 131, 179 ifj & 189, Central 
Municipal Act, 1922. Provinces Municipal Act, 11 

Ss. 186 t4l & 171, Bombay of 1922. 

Boroughs Municipal Act, 192'). Ss. 287, 290 & 2^8, Madras 
Ss. 48 [b), 61 (6j, 138 d: 151, City Municipal Art, 1919. 
Bombay District Municii)al 249, Madras District Munici* 
Act, 1901. {)al Act, 1920. 

Ss. 245, 248 List I-F (cj & 298 , S. 124, llangoon City Mimicii)al 
List I'G, U. P. Municipalities Act, J922. 

Act, 1916. English Law: — 

Ss 391 (3), 394 fd.! & 461 (f), | Ss. 112 and 113, Public Health 
Bombay City Municipal Act, | Act, 1875. 

Comments. - Manufactories or places of business, from 
which smoke or noise arises, were for the first time included 
amongst the places to be licensed. Such places, which were 
in use at the time the Act of 1911 came into force, were not 
given the option of registration. 

Similarly under the Amending Acts of 1923 and 1933 
new places included have not been given a chance of registra¬ 
tion tiioogb they may have existed from a very long time. 
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Under the existing law all such places, as are used for 
purposes enumerated under the section are to be licensed. To 
get exemption from the license the owner or occupier of a 
place is to prove two things: (1) that the place w^as used for 
the purpose before l8th December 1891 (date on which Act of 
1891 came into force), and (2) that the place was registered.’ 
If either of these conditions is not fulfilled, the place will re¬ 
quire to be licensed. It is to be noted that it is the place that 
is to be registered, and not the owner and occupier who may 
be shifting from place to place, though carrying on the 
same trade. 

Licensing power. —Municipal corporations exercise their 
powers to regulate occupations and businesses, etc., by Wie 
issue of licenses by means of which various things, that 
require supervision within their local limits in the interests 
of public health, safety, and convenience, are kept under their 
control. A license is in elTeet a permission granted to a 
particular person to do a particular thing at a particular 
place during a particular period. A license is not in the 
nature of a contract. The object of calling upon the person 
to take out a license is to keep the trade under control of the 
committee. The co.nrvmittee can regulate the mode of work¬ 
ing, but it cannot prohibit the carrying on of the trade. 
Besides S. 121 re(|uiring licenses for trades spc^eified, there 
are other pro^’isions which similarly empower committees to 
regulate certain businesses by issue of license. S. 122 
controls the cinemas and dramatic and other ix?rformances. 
Slaughter-houses are controlled by S. 167. By framing bye¬ 
laws under Ss. 188,197 and 198 committees obtain power of 
licensing certain other class of persons and businesses, 
W’hile powers to regulate- other matters without license are 
also given in these sections. 

Where discretion has been conferred witliout restraint 
and (Qualifications, it is merely due to difficulty of defining 
in advance upon what conditions the license shall be given 
and the dispensing power exercised. 

Licensing power is a power of regulation and not prohibi¬ 
tion.— Under a corresponding ])n)vision of Madras City 
Municipal Act it has been held that the commissioner* has 
no doubt ]>owers under S 287t over persons who conduct a 
number of different trades, <x*cu|)ations and operations. The 
powers so entrusted to the commissioner are, however, not 
intended f(w the prohibition of any of these trades, occupa¬ 
tions or operations, but for their regulations in the interests 


• Corresponds to executive officers in the Punjab, 
t Cf. S. 121 of the Punjab Act- 
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of the people of Madras. If he refuses to grant a license 
under S. 267, he has to state his reason for doing so; he 
cannot act arbitrarily. And any person who applies for a 
license which is refused by the commissioner, or to which Hie 
commissioner attaches conditions, can appeal to the stand¬ 
ing committee of the corporation, and if the standing com¬ 
mittee use their power unreasonably or perversely, tlie 
person concerned has his remedy in the courts. 1931 Mad. 
152. 

Presumption that the powers given will not be abused.— 

Some people refuse to take licenses on the ground that the 
committee or its officers cannot be relied u}X)n in acting 
honestly and that licenses may be refused on personal 
motives. These fears are groundless and cannot be given 
effect to without special proof in individual eases. Laws 
are not made upon the theory of the total depravity of those 
who are elected to administer them and the presumption is 
that municipal officers and members will not use these small 
powers villainously and for purposes of oppression and mis¬ 
chief.” Dillon, p. 938 n. 

When Government appoints a high and responsible 
officer or a responsible body of persons to carry out the pur¬ 
poses of an Act, it takes it for granted that he or the body 
Will endeavour to the best of his or their ability to do so and 
will not act pervers(>ly. It is not expected that the officer or 
the body will deliberately, perversely or corruptly set himself 
or themselves to frustrate rather than promote the interests 
for the protection of which the Act is passed. A danger of 
this kind is so remote and chimerical that it is quite outside 
the range of practical discussion. 5 I. C. 213 at p. 316, 

All of us are subject to various authorities. We cannot 
escape submission to those authorities by saying that we fear 
that the powers of the authorities will be abused. If that 
were allowed all Government and administrations would be 
at end. 54 Mad. 364; 1931 .Mad. 152. 

NeccMtty of license for Electric Supply Comptmies. —i3y 

virtue of the special acts under which Electric Supply Com¬ 
panies have been granted license by Government, they are 
exempt from the portion of S. 121 empowering the committee 
to issue license in certain eases, the said section being in¬ 
consistent with the powers granted by the Government under 
special Act. Where there is inconsistency between a general 
and a special Act the provisions of the latter must over-ride 
the former. 52 M. L J. 474; 1927 Mad. 522. See contra 
1931 Mad. 152. 

Necestity of licence for workshops of Tramways.— 

The words other works ” used in Cl. (1), S. 7 (2), of 
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Madras Tramv^ays Act eannot be construed as including 
workshops. Workshops are not provided for in the Tram¬ 
ways Act. They are provide<I for in the City Municipal Act. 
There is nothing in the least inconsistent between the pro¬ 
visions of the Tramways Act and the provisions of the City 
Municipal Act whereby the commissioner is empowered |o 
require anyone to take out a license before he easts metah or 
hammers or breaks iron or beats metal. The Tramways Com¬ 
pany are not entitled to east metal or to break or hammer 
iron or beat metal in their workshops without obtaining 
license from the commissioner of the corporation. 1931 Mad. 
152. 

Interpretation of Statutes— General and Special Acts—^how 
to be construed. —If the legislature makes a special Act dealing 
with a particular ease and later makes a general Act, which 
by its terms would include the subject of the special Act and 
is in conflict with the special Act, nevertheless unless it is 
clear that in making the general Act the legislature has had 
the special Act in its mind and has intended to abrogate it, the 
provisions of the general Act do not override the special Act. 
If the special Act is made after tlie general Act, the position 
is even simpler. Having made the general Act, if the legis¬ 
lature afterwards makes a special Act in conflict with it, it 
is assumed that the legislature had in mind its owm general 
Act when it made the special Act, which is in conflict with 
the general Act, as an exception to the general Act. A special 
statute containing no provisions inconsistent with a general 
statute is, however, controlled by the latter even if this is not 
expressly incorporated. 1931 Mad. 152. 

A licensee under Electricity Act is bound by the pro¬ 
visions of the Municipal Acts regulating certain trades etc. 

A licensee under an Act of a general character like the 
Electricity Act, which extends to the whole of British India, 
is not in all respects in the same position as a person in whose 
favour a special Act has been made. 

Because the municipal committee consents or raises no 
objection to the issue of a license for the supply of electricity 
within the municipal boundaries, it does not follow that it 
gives up its control under 8. 288* in respect of the generat¬ 
ing station. 

The power to make general rules for the whole of British 
India or any considerable, part of it caniK^t make local control 
and consideration of immediate local conditions unnecessary. 
Because in their license the electric company ai’e empower¬ 
ed to have a generating station somewhere within the limits 


• Corresponds to S. 121 of the Punjab Act. 
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of Madras, they are not free from the ordinary control of 
the local authority in respect of the steam boiler which they 
use to provide motive power for generation. 

The Electricity Act is not a complete code. There is 
nothing inconsistent in the Electricity Act or the license issu¬ 
ed under it to the electric company and the City Municipal 
Act in respect of the use of steam boiler and the electric com¬ 
pany are not entitled to use the steam boiler in their generat¬ 
ing station without obtaining the permission of the com¬ 
missioner of the corporation. ID-il Mad, 152 at p. 161. 

A licensee under the Electricity Act is subject to the 
control of Boilers Act just as every one else is. 

But it is impossible to fit in with the theory that the 
Electricity Act and the license issued under it have the etfect 
that those who get the license are exempt from the control 
of any authority under any other Act. Nor can it be suppos¬ 
ed that, if the electricity company now wished to extend 
their generating station by raising another building, they 
could ignore the building regulations to which everyone else 
in Madras is subject, that they could raise the building to 
any height they liked, could make it overhang a public high¬ 
way, could ignore all sanitary regulations, or so arrange 
that the drainage from the building went, not into the 
municipal system of drains, but into a public road. 

In this connection, we think it is also relevant to consider 
that if we allow the contention raised by the electric 
company it would follow that several other provisions of the 
City Municipal Act would not bti applicable to them at all. 
There are provisions relating to buildings contained in Ss. 
232, 235, 243 and 245 of the Act, and with reference to some 
of them similar questions have arisen in England and courts 
have there held that such companies are bound by similar 
provisions relating to buildings. In the absence of more defi¬ 
nite provisions in the Electricity Act, we do not see any 
reason for adopting a construction of the Act which will make 
many of the salutary provisions designed for public safety and 
benefit practically a dead letter with reference to such com¬ 
panies if the company’s contention be upheld. 1931 Mad. 152; 
54 Mad 364. 

Two local authorities invested with similar powers. —Where 
two local authorities are invested with licensing powders the 
powers of one cannot be said to be cancelled by the powers 
given to the other. For one statute to cancel another they 
must be mutually destructive. The question is whether the 
legislation intended the two rights to exist together. 1927 
Mad. 602; 1011. C. 667; 50 Mad. 845. 
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Daogerous and oCF^uive trades. —The words offensive or 
dangerous trades are only words of general description to 
facilitate reference and cannot limit or control the plain 
words of the section which are that no place shall be used 
for any or more of the purposes specified. 30 Mad. 220. 

Manufactory used for more than one purpose. —Where 
the accused obtained the municipal committee’s permission to 
establish a handloom factory worked by an oil engine but by 
means of this oil engine he also established a flour mill with¬ 
out any permission: Heldy that the aeeusetl was guilty of a 
technical offence under S. 390 of the Bombay Municipal Act, 
Although tlie accused had power to establish the handloom 
factory, he had no leave to establi.sh the flour mill factory 
which w^as not the less another and a separate factory because 
it haj)))ened to te worked by the same i)Ower as was proposed 
to be employed in the permitted fack^rv. J2 Bom. L. R. 122; 
5 I. C. 8:)9. 

Profession license. —A lime trader who has obtained a 
license under the professional tax for carrying on profession 
is not exempted from taking out a separate license to store 
lime as required by S. 121. Cf. 34 Cal. 913. 

Place used for more purposes than one.— When a place is 
usovl for more purposes than one mentioned in this section, 
the municipality can charge license fee equal to the total of 
fees which would be leviable if a separate license were taken 
for the use of a separate place for each of the said purposes. 
8 Mad. L. T. 373; 8 I. 0. 574. 

Under a eorres|)onding section of the Madras District 
Municipalities Act, lU of ] 884, it was held that a sei)arate 
license is required for each of the modes of user of the 
permises specified in clauses (a) to {g) of S. 138. (=S. 121 of 
Punjab Municipal Act). 

The mere fact that a person has taken out a license for 
tannery would not entitle him to use a lime-kiln without 
taking a separate license although the latter may be a sub¬ 
ordinate part of business. 1 Weir 737 (I897j. 

License foi* trade, for animals and for premises, by the 
same person. See 47 Cal. 809. 

A carrier is required to take out a trade license and also 
license for premises where animals are kept. The trade 
license cannot exempt the carrier to take a license for the 
premises used for a particular purpose. 58 I. C. 924; 47 
Cal. 809. 

Place.— Each separate kiln is a separate “ place ” and 
therefore requires a separate license. 1 Weir 737 (1894). 
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Kifai. —The word “ kiln ** in the section refers to a struc¬ 
ture which is of a permanent nature and does not include a 
panja or clamp for firing bricks. 

For distinction between kiln and panja or clamp see 72 I. 
C. 356; 49 Cal. 1014; 1928 Mad. 1195; 111 I. C. 736. 

Mnafactory from which unwholesome smells arise, etc.— 

This clause refers lo a manufactory which is such that 
offensive or unwholesome smells arise from it as the natural 
result of working the factory in the ordinal^ way. The mere 
fact that an objectionable smell arises inside the factory by 
negligent user is not sufficient to bring the factory within this 
clause; there must be an offensive or unwholesome smell issu¬ 
ing from the premises so as to create a possibility of its caus¬ 
ing a nuisance to the neighbourhood. 

A flour mill worked by a camel is not such a manufac¬ 
tory as is contemplated by S. 121. 9 1. C. 886. 

In the above Bombay ease under a section somewhat 
corresponding to S. 123 of the Punjab Act, it was also held 
that the section authorizes a municipality lo issue a notice 
if it is satisfied that the smell which issues from the factory, 
in the ordinary course of ordinarily careful user, is so 
offensive as to cause annoyance to the neighbourhood. 

If the trade or manufactory does not fall within the 
scope of S. 121 but is carried in improper manner causing 
nuisance to the neighbourhood, then committee cannot take 
action under S. 123. 

This section covers not only jdaces which are per se 
offensive and noxious but also places ol' business from which 
offensive or unwholesome smells may arise. So a rice mill 
where paddy is boiled and kei)t soaked in water and thus 
offensive smells arise from water thus used it was held that 
the place should be licensed. 65 I. C. 518. 

It >vas further contended that the clause “manufactory or 
place of business from which offensive oi‘ unwholesome smells 
may arise” should be construed ejusdem generis with the clau¬ 
ses preceding it, vie., “ melting tallow', boiling offal or blood” 
and so on. But the previous clauses cover not only such 
eases but also places used as kiln for making bricks, pottery, 
tiles or lime, or used as a shop for the sale of meat. Therefore 
it is evident that the genus comprise trades, business or 
manufactory which are not offensive per se. l922 Cal. 99, 
65 I. C. 518. 

Poundkig of tobacco leaves. —Where it has been found that 
the manufacture of hooka tobacco is not one giving rise to 
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offensive or unwholesome smells, a pereon cannot be prosecu¬ 
ted under 121 of Punjab Municipal Act for not taking out a 
license for carrying on the pounding of i;obaeeo leaves for the 
manufacture of tobacco. Cf. 1928 Pat. 193 0). 112 
I.C. 345. 

Place of iwsmMs. —There are numerous places in munici-' 
pal areas from which smoke etc. arise. Such places cannot be 
licensed unless they are places of business. Nuisances aris¬ 
ing from places which are not places of business should be 
dealt with under other provisions of the Act. 

OffMiMve.— Offensive smells, etc., need not be injurious 
to health Smells affecting sense of smell will be offensive. 
See 34 Cal 73 . It is sufficient to prove that the affluvia are 
nuisance in that they cause annoyance and discomfort vrithout 
proving injury to health. Mahon B. of H. v. Mahon Farmers 
Manure Co., (1879) 4 Ex. D. 302. 

As a yard, etc.— License is only required when these 
articles are stored in any place for the purposes of trade. 
The storage of the.se articles for a purpose other than those 
of trade can be regulated under Ss. 180 and 1 S 8 ( 5 ). 

The license for places used as a yard or a depot for hay, 
etc., and for places used as a store house for explosives, etc., 
must be distinguished from power of regulation granted under 
bye laws to be framed under S. 188 {q). The committees 
are verong in not requiring licenses when yard or depots for 
trade in hay, etc., do not store more than a fixed quantity of 
these articles. Whatever the quantity of articles, etc., in the 
depot if the articles are stored for the purposes of trade 
Uie depot or yard must be liauised. 

A license under S. 121 to store wood will not cover 
permission that is required under S. 181 to erect a shed 
over the wtxid. 54 I. C. 49. 

Wood and other dangerously inflammable materials. — The 
W'ord “wood” is used in its onlinary and natural meaning and 
includes timlx'r. A timl>eryard, therefore, is a yard or depot for 
trade in wood and reipiires a license. It was contended in this 
case that timber is not an article of a dangei-ously imfiammable 
nature. It was held that these ■words do not limit fhe applica¬ 
tion of the preceding woids; and the section would be applic¬ 
able even if it c.mld be shown that the wood stored was not of 
a dangerously inlammable nature. Some kinds of timber may 
not be dangennisly inflammable and other kinds may properly 
come within the description The legislature intended to in¬ 
clude every kind of wood because wood is itself of a very 
inflammable nature. Cf. 63 I. C. 327; 1921 Pat. 178. 

Inflammable materials. —Bamboo mats used in the 
erection of a pandal are inflammable materials within the 
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iheariing ot ihls seet.idn. C/., 1 Weir 733 (IS&S)'. l^aMboos 
were held to be inflamcnable. Nur Itahi and others v. M. C., 
Lahore in C. A. No. 1171 of 1920. 

Store house. -Under the corresponding S. 394 of the City 
of Bombay Act (III of 1888) it has been ruled that the pre¬ 
mises in order to attract the operation of the section should 
be used for the purpose of storing. The intention of those 
using the premises must be to store, i. e., the storing must be 
the object aimed at, the final cause for which the premises 
are used. The actual use is by itself insufficient in the abs¬ 
ence of proof as to the object aimed at. The purpose to store 
must be the dominant motive. Where articles are kept on 
the premises not because for the purpose of storing them but 
merely because they have not been consumed as rapidly as 
anticipated or for other similar reasons it cannot be reason¬ 
ably said that the premises are used on purpose for storing. 

The relative quantity of the articles kept in proportion 
to the exigencies of consumption must in each case be 
important evidence as to the purpose or intention. 29 
Bom. 193. 

Storage.— When goods are kept in a shed or godown with 
a view to their subsequent eonsignnient it is the best illustra¬ 
tion of storage proper. The shortness of the j)eriod of stor¬ 
age does not affect the question. In a business one package 
may only be stored a couple of nights but it is succeeded by 
otter packages and the storing is practicallv continuous. 
1927 Mad. 624 ; 50 Mad. 752. 

In this case a forwarding agent who collected packages of 
fish, for consignment elsewhere and kept the packages in a 
rented shed without taking out a license when license was re¬ 
quired for storage of fish, he was held guilty. 

A place where varying quantity of oil is kept for daily 
sale is a place used for storing oil and therefore a license 
must be taken. 18 I. C. 663. 

Where the accused used what is described as a shop for 
selling wood, and kept wood there in order to sell it: 

Held : that it is a case which properly comes within the 
meaning of clause (n), as there would be continual storing 
of wood for the purpose of selling it, and not a casual stor- 
age of a few days’ supply for domestic use. 50 Bom. 760, 
1926 Bom. 546 ; 97 I. C. oil. 

Clanse (2).—Under this clause the rule is that the lic¬ 
ense shall be granted. It can only be withheld if the munici¬ 
pality considers that the business would be annoying and 




dsujgerous, or offensive to the neighbourhood. The eoarts 
^nnot go into the reasons in ease the eomnaittee decides 
otherwise. The magistrate may convict and punish any 
person contravening provisions of the section by using any 
place for any of the purposes mentioned witiiout a license 
from the municipality. ^ 

The questions whether the municipality refused the accu¬ 
sed a license and whether the refusal was legally Justified 
are irrelevant to the determination of a case under this sec¬ 
tion. Cf. Rat. Un. Cr. Gas, (1894), p 789. 

For places which fall within the purview of S. 121, 
license has to be obtained whether the uses to which the place 
is put makes it a nuisance or not. Whether it is a nuisance 
or not is immaterial. License has to be obtained in either 
case and may be withheld in liie former case. Cf. 1927 Mad. 
156; 50 Mad, 733 

The provisions of sub-S. (2) 259* of the Bihar and Orissa 
Municipal Act themselves supply the only reason for which 
refusals of certain licenses can be made. But the omission of 
the commissioners to give the only reason which they could 
give for such refusal cannot be regarded as making their 
refusal illegal. 

The municipality has the right to declare that within 
the whole area of the rnunieiimlity, certain offensive or 
dangerous trades cannot be earned on without a license. 86 
I. C. 964; 1925 Pat. 540 ; 4 Pat. 311. 

Jorudiction of Civil Courts. —Municipal as well as other 
public bodies are included within the restraining and regu¬ 
lating Jurisdiction of the civil courts of the country which 
are competent to inquire into and control the action of public 
bodies where they have acted in excess or contravention of 
fhe powers conferred upon them. As already obsen’^ed, in 
granting or refusing licenses, municipal corporations tove 
to exercise a judicial discretion. “ Discretion is a science or 
understanding to discern between falsity and truth, between 
right and wrong, between shadow and substance, between 
equity and colorable glosses and pretences, not to do accord¬ 
ing to the will and private affections.’’ As observed by Lord 
Halsbury, L. C., in Sharp v. Wakefield^ (1891) A. C. 179 “ dis¬ 
cretion means, when it is said that something is to be done 
within the discretion of the authorities, that the something 
is to be done within the rules of reason and justice, and not 
According to private opinion; according to law and not 
humour. It is to be not arbitrary, vague and fanciful, but 

• S. 121 (2) of Punjab Municipal Act. 
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legal and regular.’* If the discretion is properly exercised, 
the court cannot interfere. 

Dueretioo in the exercise of powers. —The discretion which 
the local authorities are bound to exercise is not an arbitrary 
uncontrolled discretion but a discretion to be exercised 
reasonably, fairly and justly. If the exercise of discretion is 
merely a colorable performance, then it • is tantamount to a 
refusal by the local authority to exercise the discretion ; and 
the cml court will interfere. 

The question whether a certain business is offensive 
within the meaning of S. 121 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 
IS to be decided by the municipal committee and unless tlie 
committee’s action is wanton, unreasonable or tainted with 
ntala-fides the civil court have no power to interfere with its 
decision. 49 I. C. 881; 34 P. W. R. 1919. 

It is not competent to a municipality to fetter the dis¬ 
cretion of its members or successors by self-imposed rules 
in lieu of exercising such discretion in each case as it arises. 
(1844) 60 Q. B. 163; 27 Bom. 307. 

The question whether a certain business is offensive is 
to be decided by the committee and unless the committee’s 
action is mala-fide the civil court have no power to interfere. 

A municipal committee would not be justified in refusing 
to grant a license properly applied for under the provisions 
of the Act not on any grounds of public safety, health and 
public convenience but merely in order to secure advantage 
to itself in a dispute about a question of title with another 
person. See 53 I. C. 153; 52 1. C. 785. 

A civil court has no jurisdiction to interfere with a 
municipal committee’s order under S. 121 in the absence of 
a finding that the action of the committee is wanton or 
without any jurisdiction or is tainted by mala-fides. 46 1. C. 
571; P. R 6 of 1919. 

Refusal and damages. —The committee has absolute 
discretion to refuse or grant a license and a suit for damages, 
for refusal to grant such a license does not lie. 28 I. C. 709. 

Refusal of license—Failure to prefer appeal. —Where the 
accused does not prefer an appeal given by law against the 
order of refusal of license, he cannot i»e heard in criminal 

f irosecution to say that the order of refusal was arbitrary, 
n this case license was not refused on grounds of health or 
convenience. 58 I. C. 153. 

Exmeise power to grant or refuse. —The power to grant 

a license includes the power to refuse it. 
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The power to refuse should be used with discretion. 
The license cannot be refused unless clear grounds exist for 
so doing. 28 Mad. 520. 

Power to grant or refure license. —The municipal 
authorities have a discretion whether to grant a license ojc 
not; and their discretion is not capable of oeing controlled by 
a court of law; 8 Mad. H. C. R. 151. The power to grant 
a license would include also the power to refuse the license. 
A power to interfere with the ordinary rights of citizens 
will not be inferred in the absence of express grant, unless 
it be necessarily implied as inei<Iental to other fww’ers ex¬ 
pressly granted or is indispensable to suppress the mischief 
contemplated and advance the remedy given, lloubts as to 
the existence of such powers must be resolved against the 
cor])oration and in favour of the public. The cotirt cannot 
substitute its judgment for that of the municipal authorities; 
unless it is clear l^yond doubt that the munieijm! authorities 
are using their authority with some indirect motive and for 
a collateral purpose, not for the purpose for which the legis¬ 
lature has armed them with the power, the court cannot 
interfere with their discretion: 28 Bom, 253. In cases where 
persons are prosecuted for not taking out a license, the 
magistrate has merely to see w'hether a license has been 
obtained or not. The question whetlier the municipal auth¬ 
orities refused the accused a license and w’hether the refusal 
was legally justified are irrelevant for the determination of 
the ease. (Cr. Rg. 57 of 1894.) 

The fact that license w’as w’rongfully refused is no 
answer to a charge of storing oil without license: 45 Bom. 

107U. Where dilTerent trades are carried on in the same pre¬ 
mises, licenses must be taken out for the use of the premises 
for the different trades. The license is for the use of a 
place for the given jmrpose; and the municipal authority can 
issue as many licenses or a single license and levy as many 
fees as there are trades, ev’^en if only one place is used. 8 
I. C. 574. 

Doubting 28 Mad. 520 it W’as held that a municipality 
has aljsolule discretion to refuse to grant a license. 28 J. C. 

709. 

Where an officer is authorized to exercise his discretion, 
he cannot fetter that discretion by an absolute rule. Under 
Boml)ay Act VI of 1863 the commissioner of police is 
authorized to grant licenses for public conveyances and he is 
further authorized to refuse a license for any conveyance 
which he may consider to be insufficiently found or otherwise 
unfit for the conveyance of the public. Under this section 
the commissioner is bound to exercise his discretion in eadi 



case. This discretion is not an ^absolute one but oue which 
is to be exercised after he has made himself aequauited wdth 
ihe conveyance to be licensed and has considered whether it, 
as an individual carriage, is fit for the conveyance of the 
public. 

His refusal of license therefore on the ground that 
a particular conveyance does not conform to a certain 
pattern approved by him is illegal. 27 Bom. 307. 

Where a general resolution was passed that no more 
licenses be granted for storing hides in the municipal area 
from a particular date, it was doubted whether the munici¬ 
pality had powers to pass any such resolution and that it 
could only withhold licenses in individual cases, each case 
being considered on its own merits. IS 1. C. 651. See also 
26 Bom. 396. 

Shall be used. —The old Act required licenses for places 
newly used for the purpoxses specified. The present section 
is general and it <loes not matter how long the place may 
have been used or whether it is newly xised. 

Cbuise (5) - uses any premises. ~ The words mean using 
and employing the premises as a place for carr.ving on any 
of the ofiensive trades mentioned in the section. 

No person is liable to any ptmalty under tlie clause ex¬ 
cept a person who without license uses a place or building 
for the purposes mentioned. In all instances mentioned the 
master and owner of the trade is treated as the person 
using the place. Servants employed in any operations 
necessary for the purp<.)se of carrying on the offensive trade 
are not liable to any penalty. Cf. l6 W, R. 4 Cr. 

A partner cannot carry on a business requiring a license 
unless he holds a license; his partner’s license will not 
authorize him to carry on the business. 

If the person carrying on a particular business as a 
principal must be licensed under the law, such a business 
cannot be carried on by a partner who does not hold such 
license. The reason is obvious, that unless he were licensed, 
there could be no control over him. To hold that a person 
w’ho has not got a license could still be a partner with 
one who has a license and as such partner carrying on the 
business with or without the other would enable the unlicen¬ 
sed partner to evade the liabilities intended by the law 
to be east on persons carrying on the business. 24 Mad. 
40X. 

License w01 not jnstify crentioa of naiMnic«.~The license 
will not protect the bolder to eomihit a pablic nuisance. Some 
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of tile twules may be earned on in a manner as to create a 
public nuisance punishable under the Penal Code- 

It has therefore been held that pluvious sanction to the 
establishment of a trade does not entitle the proprietors 
to continue the business after it has become a public nui¬ 
sance to the neighbourhood. No prescriptive right can be 
acquired to maintain and no length of enjoyment can lega¬ 
lize a public nuisance. l6 W. R. 6 Or. 

It is an actionable nuisance to erect an oil mill close 
to a dwelling house from which foul smelling water is al¬ 
ways discharged and noise is produced which can be heard 
from distance of two furlongs. The owner of the adjoining 
bouse is entitled to ask for prohibition of the working of 
the mill altogether where the nuisance cannot be abated. 
451. C. 428. 

Grant of license does not absolve the licensee from duty 
not to cause nuisance. 48 Bom. 211; 1924 Bom. 241. 

Oil Enffine causing vibration, injuries or damages.— A 

man is liable if he causes vibrations by an engine or other¬ 
wise and thereby injures the property of another. Though 
the nuisance was in existence previously and the man comes 
to the nuisance, still he is entitled both to the remedy by way 
of damages and the remedy by injunction. Whether an 
injunction should be granted or only dansages depends upon 
circumstances of each case. Where the vibrations caused to 
the building are such that if the nuisance continues there 
is a danger of the whole building collapsing it is clearly 
a case for injunction and not for damages. 

The land in cities has a special situation value, and 
there is no reason for allowing people to have advantage 
of the proximity of their fellows and to expect the free¬ 
dom from interference of the country. There is also no 
logical distinction l)etween a nuisance which diminishes per¬ 
sonal convenience and one which affects property. Both 
ordinarily affect tlie value of the property for the proxi¬ 
mity of an oil engine may not only cause material damage, 
but may depreciate the letting value of the house. But 
where the vibrations are caused to the building w^hich is 
not a abnormally ramshakle, the owner is entitled to pro¬ 
tection. 1930 Sindh 310,123 I. C. 289. 

Flour mill worked by an oil engine causing nuisance.— 

Where a flour mill worked by an oil engine was established 
close to a bouse occupied by several tenants including a 
lady doctor and a dergyman and a suit was brou^t by 
fSaO pwper to i^strain the establishment of the flouf 
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mills on the allegations that the working of the mill caused 

g reat trouble to the occupants and interfered with their 
usiness and ordinary comfort, both courts came to the 
conclusion after inspection of the spot that working of 
the flour mill in that locality interfered with the comfort 
of the inhabitants of the house and disturbed them in 
carrying on the usual business, but the suit was dismissed 
as no substantial interference with the physical comfort and 
convenience was proved. 

What may, however, cause inconvenience to persons 
with dainty or elegant modes or habits of living may not 
cause similar inconvenience to persons accustomed • to live 
in the busiest portion of a town. A discomfort to be action¬ 
able should be substantial. It should be substantial not 
merely with reference to the plaintiff; it must be of such 
a degree that it would be substantial to any person, occupy¬ 
ing the premises of the plaintiff, irrespective of his posi¬ 
tion in life, age, or state of health. As pointed out by Lord 
Westbury in Sf. Helen’s Smelting Co. V. Tipping (1865) 
11 H. L. Cas. 64-*, there is a distinction between an action 
for a nuisance in resiwct of an act producing a material 
injury to property, and one brought in resj>ect of an 
act producing personal discomfort. As to the latter a 
person must, in the int(‘rest of the public generally, 
submit to the discomfort of the circumstances of the 
place, and the trades carried on around him. The 
niture of the interference has to be examined in each 
case in the light of the circumstances of the place, where 
the thing complained of actually occurs, and the degree of 
inconvenience caused must determine the nature of the 
relief to which the person complaining may be entitled. 
« If a man lives in a town,*’ said Lord Westbury, “it is 
necessary that he should subject himself to the consequences 
of those operations of trade which may be carried on in his 
immediate locality, which are actually necessary for trade 
and commerce, and also for the enjoyment of property and 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of the town and of the 
public at large. If a man lives in a street where there 
are numerous shops and a shop is opened next door to him 
which is carried on in a fair and reasonable vray, he has 
no ground for complaint, because to himself individually 
there may arise much discomfort from the trade carried on 
in that shop.” But where an occupation is carried on by one 
person in the neighbourhood of another, and the result of 
that trade or occupation or business is a material or sub¬ 
stantial interference with the ordinary physical comfort and 
^nvenience of another person, residing in tiiat locality, thep 
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very different considerations unquestionaUy arise. 1924 All. 
392; 48 All. 297, 78. 1. C. 506. 

Difference between licenss-fee and taxatioa. — A corpo¬ 
ration empowered to levy license-fees wanted to raise them 
from Rs. 25 to Rs. 200, solely for the purpose of raising the 
revenue, the rise being merely a counter-demonstration to 
the order of Government refusing to allow the corporation 
to take the ahkari revenue of the city: 

Held, that the power given to council to levy license-fees 
cannot be used as a powder of taxation. 

There is a great difference between taxes and license-fee. 
That a tax is not the same as a license-fee, is clear from the 
fact that no permission has to be obtained before a tax 
becomes payable and the tax is not paid for such permission^ 
whereas the license-fee is payable in respect of a permission 
which is granted by the corporation. So the taxes cannot 
be treated as being in the same category as license-fees under 
the Act. 

The fee income must be more or less proportionate to 
the trouble and expense incurred by the corporation in issu¬ 
ing licenses and in controlling trades and other matters for 
which licenses are issued. But roughly speaking if the fees 
bring in much more than the cost of necessary operations, 
or if the fees are so lixed that the whole cost incurred by the 
corporation in connection with all the licenses or a grossly 
disproportionate part it was iniposed on one particular 
trade or a few particular trades, then the courts can interfere 
on grounds of unreasonableness. Hence where the license- 
fees for storing spirits was raised from Rs. 25 to Rs. 200, 
the courts interfered. 1930 Mad. 55; 52 Mad. 764. See 1931 
Mad. 497 also. 

Court’s interference with license-fee paid.— When the 
committee has power to charge license-fee at such rate as 
shall from time to time be lixiid by it tlie court has no right 
to interfere until it is established that the fee as fixed is so 
unreasonable as to be illegal, and the burden of proving that 
the fee lixed by the corporation is so excessive as to be 
illegal* is on Uie owner of the market alleging it to be so. 
The license-fee may reasonably cover the cost of all special 
services necessitated by the duties and liabilities imposed on 
the corporation in respect of the su^rvision and regulation 
of piivalte markets, and is not limited to the cost of the 
^per on which licenses and receipts for the fees are printed, 
together with the cost of printing and writing thereon 
am cost of such inspection as is directly connected wilh 
ths iouBeiise themselves. 1930 Rani^. 282. 
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Excessive licease-fee. —Action of municipalities held to 
be ultra vires. 1931 Mad 497. 

Whether a license-fee is excessive or not will depend on 
the circumstances of each imrticular ease. 

The license-fee was not raised with reference to the 
expense of collection or regulation and the result of the 
enhancement was to impose on the plaintiffs who stored 
groundnut in the premises, a very unfair burden as compared 
wnth other tax-payers of the city: 

Heldy that the levy of such fee by the municipal council 
W'as unreasonable and ultra vires, not being in substance and 
effect a compliance with the provisions of the Act. 1931 Mad. 
497,130 I. <J. 750. 

Monopoly—-license.— Agreements having for their object 
the creation of mono^lies are void as ojiposed to public 
policy under the Engiisli Common Law and under S. 23 of 
the Indian Contract Act. 

The power conferred by S. 191, clause 2 of Madras 
District Municipalities Act Iv^ of lS84 on the chairman of a 
municipality to license places for selling meat, etc., only em¬ 
powers him to consider the propriety of granting or with¬ 
holding licenses in each ease and not to enter into agreements 
which must preclude him tiMin considering any such applica¬ 
tion except ironi a particular person or persons. 

The plaintiff entered into an agreement with the 
municipality undertaking to grant exclusive right of selling 
meat and fish within municipal limits. Plaintiff brought a 
suit for damages for breacii of the contract. The agreement 
was held to be void and suit for damages was dismissed— 
claim for only refund of the license fee was allowed. 

Wliere a municipal body receives license fees under a 
void agreement, it must, wdien tlie agreement is set aside, 
refund the amount so received ; and a suit to recover such 
amount will not be barred by y. 262* (2) of the Madras 
Act, IV of 1884. 28 Mad. 52u. 

Refusal to take a license—Recovery of fee under S. 81 — 
Proper procedure.-— When the committee thinks that a person 
should take out a license and that person refuses to do so and 
carries on his trade without a license the proper course is to 
prosecute him under S. 121 and not to apply under S. 81 for 
tiie recovery of the fee for the license. Cf. 1926 Mad. 1068, 
97 I. 0.947. 


* S. 49 of Punjab Municipal Act and S. 2 of Limitation Act. 
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Sectkm 121 (S) —Where a person has been called to take 
out a license and he makes representation urging that the 
license not necessary and he was informed that his re¬ 
presentation was under consideration, the conviction of such 
a person is bad. 1926 Cal. 614 ; 27 Or. L. J. 549. 

Continains offence. — The accused who set up a flour mill 
intending to work it by electricity without the written 
permission of the corporation was convicted and sentenced to 
pay a fine on 30th March 1927. After the said conviction he 
worked the mill from 1st April onward for which he was 
prosecuted for having committed a continuing offence and 
was sentenced to pay a daily fine of Rs. 10; Held that once the 
mill has t>egun to work with electricity the thing passes be¬ 
yond the range of intention and it cannot be said to be a con¬ 
tinuance of the same offence but must be regarded as a new 
offence altogether and conviction is bad in law and must be 
set aside. 1928 Cal. 387; 32 O. W. N. 591. 

Miscellaneous - Injunction.— A competent criminal court 
is just as much entitled to decide a question of fact as a civil 
court. The nvunieipal council should not therefore be res¬ 
trained by an injunction from launching a prosecution 
against 1 he owners (>1' rice mi’ls if they use their premises 
without license or against the conditions of the license. 1929 
Mad. 345; 119 1. C.465. 

Renewal of license—Question of limitation —Municipality or 
statutory bodies. —They are creale<l by a statute for the 
benefit of the public; and it is not proi)er that any provision 
of law relating to them should be so construed as to work 
hardship or injustice. Tlie provisions of municipal law 
prescribing periods of limitation under it should not be 
understood as if they were articles of r.imitation Act. Where 
therefore the law recpiired the applications for renewal of 
licenses to be made not less than thirty days before the end 
of the yeai‘ and such applications were made only a few days 
before, the end of the year there is no bar to the issue of 
the license by the fact that the applications were not made 
in time. 1928 Mad. 1157; 55 M. L. ,T. 195; 112 I. C. 2l0. 

Revocation of license for reasons not connected with the 
business. Where the ace uschI has properly obtained a license 
the improper or illegal cancellation of it does not deprive 
him of the license, the terms of which he has not in any 
way violated. The criminal court in trying the accused 
in such cases can enquire into the validity of the order of 
cancellation and if the order is ultra vires the license can 
be treated as not cancelled. The municipality can cancel 
the license only for contravf^ntion of any of its terms and 
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it is nbt open to it to cancel the license for any reason that 
it thinks proper. 1928 Mad. 847 ; 51 Mad. 876. 

Magistrate's jurisdiction to take action und^ S. 13d, Cr. P. 
C., in cases of premises licensed by Com.'nittee. —A ma^strate 
has inrisdiction to pass an order under S. 333, Cr. P. C. to 
regulate the manner in which a person working a lime-kiln 
has been conducting his business in a manner injurious to the 
health or physical comfort of the community. It is gene¬ 
rally inexpedient that a magistrate should take action in 
such cases, for these matters are left by the legislature to 
the control of the municipal boards who have a health 
oflSeer to instruct them on matters of hypene. If the 
magistrate directs the accused to remove the kiln in spite 
of the license given by the municipal board, the High 
Court would be loath to uphold such an order in toto as it 
would atford a disastrous precedent by allowing magistrates 
to interfere in matters which have been made over by the 
legslature to the municipal boards and the committees of 
public health appointed under them. But where the Sessions 
Judge recommends modification of the Magistrate’s order 
in accordance with the suggestion of the health officer of the 
municipality, the aforesaid ob.iection woidd not apply if the 
High Court w’ere able to hold that such a modification >vas 
justified in the interest of fhe public health. If. on the 
contrary, it appears that the lime-kiln is not a danger to 
the community, and if it causes discomfort to anyone it is 
only to the complainant and his immediate neighbours who 
have deliberately chosen to reside in smoke and smell from 
the kilns, it would not uphold the order even in the modi¬ 
fied form as recommended bv the Sessions Judge. 54 All. 
312; 1932 All. 159. also'l93l All. 433; 57 I. C. 829. 

Infliction of daily fine.— Notes to S. 219. 


Consent of 
coirmittee to 
use of new 
factories, 


121-A. (1) Within any municipality to which this sectiim 

shall have been extended by the local Government no person 
shall use as a factory any place which has not previously been 
so used without having obtained the consent of the committee. 


(2) The consent of the committee may be given without 
condition or subject to the condition that the owner dr user of 
Ae said factory shall provide adequate housing accommoda¬ 
tion f<w labourers employed in the factory or for any proportion 
or class of such labourers : 


Provided that the consent of the committee shsdl not be 
wflhheld for any reason except the refusal of anch owner or 
naer to cc^nply with auch conditim f 



^ws, 445 

l^rbi^ed that the committee neglect or omit to 

gl^e their consent within a pariod of two m<mths ft-om the date 
of application, such consent shall be deemed to have been 
^isWh without condition. 

Notes. 

This is a new provision introduced by Act II of 1923. 

Factory has the same meaning as in the Indian Factories 
Act. No factory can now be established for the first time 
Without the consent of the committee. 

No punishment is provided for a breach of the provision; 
this seems to be an omission. Where, however, the factory 
has been established with the requisite consent, then 
failure to comply with the conditions of the consent will be 
punishable under S. 219. 

Analogous I.aw: — '8.123, Rangoon City Municipal 

S 39'>. liombay City Municijjal ; Act, 1922. 

Act, in of 188" 8.2o0, Madras District Munici¬ 

pal .\ct. V of 1920. 

This section will only apply when a person intends for 
the first time to e.stablish or construct any factory. It will not 
apply to a ease where the machinery has not been interfered 
with and only the shed in which machinery was kept has been 
altered by changing the. original room into a new room of 
brick and mortar. Cf 72 I. C. 613 ; 1923 Mad, 375 (1). 

When factory or engine is removed from one place 
and set up at another place permission of the committee is 
required for this under the above*, section. Cf. 1924 Mad. 
389, 81 I. C. 72. 

Distinction between Ss. 121 & 121-A. —The object and 
scope of these two sections is entirely different. The former 
contemplates the annual payment for the use of the 
machinery while the latter a payment once for all for 
installing it and therefore permission under S. 121-A 
does not al)solve the owner of a rice mill and engiiie from 
taking out license under S. 12j. Cf. 1926 Mad. 1131; 
50 Mad. 467. 

The places referred to in S. 121 - A are those of a more 
important character, and before any person can construct or 
establish any such factory, he is bound to get the {)ermission 
of the council to do so. That permission is given solely for 
the construction, establishment or installation. S. 121-A 
does not deal with user of such places but only with 
their inception. When the owner wishes to use them, and 
they are such as come within 121, then S. 121 becomes appli- 
eabie and the owner must take out an annual license from the 
chairman of the council. Cf. 1927 Mstd. 961, 105 I; C, 686, 
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A provision like the second proviso to this section should 
also find a place in S. IJl to ensure early disposal of license 
applications. 

IVofe, -The Punjab Act, however, does not prohibit the establish¬ 
ment or construction of factories but prohibits tlieir use. This seems 
inequitable to prohibit the use after a factory is construct^, 
previous consent to establishment or coastruction would be more 
appropriate. 

122. (1) No exhibition of pictures or other optical effects 
by means of a cinematograph or other similar apparatus for 
the purpose of which inflammable films are used, and no public, 
dramatic or circus performance or pantomime, shall be given in 
any municipality elsewhere than in premises for which a license 
has been granted by the committee under this section. 

(2) If the owner of a cinematograph or other apparatus 
uses the apparatus or allows it to be used, or if any person 
takes part in any public, dramatic or circus performance or 
pantomime, or if the occupier of any premises allows those 
premises to be used, in contravention of the provisions of this 
section, or of any condition of a license granted under this 
section, he shall be liable to a fine not exceeding two hundred 
rupees, and in the case of a continuing offence, to a further 
penalty of fifty rupees for each day during which the offence 
continues, and the license if any shall be liable to be revoked 
by the committee. 

Notes. 

This section is new. The words “or circus’' were added 
by Act TI of 1923. 

Analgous Law.— C/. a l49 of O. P. Act. II of 1922; 
S. 391, Calcutta City Municipal .\ct. III of 1933; S. l24 Can¬ 
tonment Act, II of 1923. 

Executive Officers Act.— Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officers in municipalitit's to which the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended. 

The orders of executive officer refusing; license may be 
made by bye-law subject to revision by the committee. 

123. (1) Whenever it appears that any place registered or 
licensed under the preceding sections is a nuisance to the neigh> 
bourfaood or likely to be dangerous to life, health or property, 
the committee may, and if so required by the local Govem- 
mont shall, by notice require the occupier thereof to discontinae 
the use such place, or to effect such alterations, additions 
or improvements as will. In the opinion of the committee, 
ireii4«r it no longer a mpsance or dangerous. 
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^ (2) Whoevef a^ter any notice ha* been siren under this 
section, uses such place or permits to be used in such a 
a* to be a nuisance to the neighbourhood or dangerous or d6« 
not effect such iterations, addiUons or improvements, shaU 
be punishable with fine which may extend to two hundred> 
rupees, and with a further fine not exceeding fifty rupees for 
every day during which the offence is continued. 

Notes. 

S. 136 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law .— I 

Ss. 2ti2 & 277, Bengal District S. ll<S, Burma Municipal Act, 
Municii)al Act, 1S84. Ill of 1898. 

S. 371, Bengal ivluniciiwl .Vet, Ss. 134 190, Central Pi-ovinces 

XV of 1932. Municipal Act, 11 of j 922. 

S. 200, Behar and Orissa Munici- S. 25l, Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. ^ pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 180 Bombay Municipal 245, I'uited Provinces Munici- 
lk>r\>uglis Act, 1925. palitits .Vet, I91b. 

S. 151, Boml),iy District Munici- English Law. — 

jial Act, 111 of 1901. S. Ii4, Public Health Act, 1875. 

Recent changes.— Tile sub-S. 1 bus been substituted by 
S. 41 ot the Punjab Amendment Act, Hi of 1933. The 
local Government has obtained powei's to force committees 
to act under tliis sectum whenever the places licensed or 
rert’iistered under the preceding seclious appear to be a source 
ol' nuisance to the neighbourhood or likely to be dangerous 
to life, health or property. 

Distinction between Sections 121 and 123. —S. 121 deals 
witli places unregistered or unlicensed while !S. 123 deals 
with places registered or licensed. No place can fall at one 
and the same time under both sections and thei*e can be no 
conviction with reference to the one and the same place under 
both sections. 

S. 123 does not apply to a place neither licensed nor 
registereil, when a conviction is had under S. 12i or S. 123 
of the Act, the punishing section must lie S. l2l or S. ] 23 
and cannot be fc>. 2l9, this last section punishing disobedi¬ 
ence to written notices lawfully issued by a municipal com¬ 
mittee only applies when such disobedience is not an offence 
under any other section of the Act. If a conviction be under 
S. 121 (5) any reference to notice issued by a municipal com¬ 
mittee is wholly irrelevant. Cf. P. K. 4 of 1694 Or. 

See 9 J. O. 886 noted on p. 257 ante. 

Dangerous to life,— Ordinarily any large machinery is 
dangerous to human life but one cannot presume it with 
reference to any particular machinery. 1924 Mad. 375. 
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Under a corresponding section of the Bombay District 
l^unicipal Act it was held that in order to render a person 
li^le to conviction and punishment under the section it 
must be proved (t) that a notice has been given and (») 
that he uses the place in question or permits it to be used 
in such a manner as to be a nuisance to the neighbourhood 
or dangerous to life, health or property. The mere fact that 
notice in due form was given regarding the place on a parti¬ 
cular date cannot be conclusive evidence that there has been 
use of the place in such a manner as to be a nuisance after 
that date. 

For the issue of the notice under clause (1) it is oxily 
the committee that has to satisfy itself and its opinion can¬ 
not be questioned but under clause (2) the eommiltee has to 
prove that the premises are being used in a manner so as to 
cause nuisance, etc., and the committee’s decision under 
clause (1) does not debar the accused from putting in his 
defence. l8 1. 0. 111. 

Jwudiction of Civil Courts.— Tlie Act gives a munici¬ 
pality power, if it be sh<»wn to their satislac-tion that at y 
place used for the purpose of a lime kiln is, or is likely by 
reason of such use and situation to become, a nuisance to the 
neighltourhood, or is so used, or situated as to be likely to 
be dangerous to life, health or property, by written notice 
to require the owner or occupier at once to discontinue the 
use of, or at once to desist from, carrying out or allowing 
to be carried out the intention to use, any such place for 
the pur}XKse of a lime-kiln. Therefore, if there is a lime kiln 
within the limits of the municii-ality, they arc the judges as 
to whether it is, or is likely to become, a nuisance to the 
neighbourhood, and the court will not interfere with tlie 
exercise of that power unless it can be shown that they have 
exercised it in an improper manner. It is only for the 
purpose of seeing w’hether the municipality have exercised 
their |»wer in tne proper way that the court will consider 
the evidence to see what steps the municipality took before 
they issued the notice. 44 Bom. 738, 57 I. 0. 988. 

In this case the committee acted on the report of its 
health officer and it was held that the committee could not 
be said to have acted in a manner not recognised by law. 

Appeal.— The order under 18. 123 is appealable under 
S. 225 of the Act. 

Daily fine. —See Notes to S. 219. 

Use of ( 1 ) No person shall use or employ in any factory or 

earn whis- otiier place any whistle or trumpet, or any othnr mechinical 
les, etc. contrivance w^ich emits an offenuuve noise for the purpose of 
summonbr or distntninf workmen or pers«HM employed, aor 
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duJi any pmon by mean* of any eontrivwtce ncrease the noise 
onutted in any mch factory or place by the exhaust pipe of 
any en^e, without the writtm permission of die conunfttee, in 
granting which, the committee may impose such condHkms as 
it may deem prefer, restricting the times at which such wh»de 
or trumpet, or other contrivance may be used. 

(2) The committee may on giving one month's notice 
revoke any permission given under sub-section (1). 

(3) Whoever, in contravention of the providons of this 
section, uses or employs any whistle trumpet or other contri^ 
vance shall be punishable with a fine which may extend to fifty 
rupees, and with a further fine which may extend to five 
rupees for every day during which the off mice is continued. 

Notes. 

This section is new and is based on S. 393 of the Bombay 
Act, IJI of 1888. 

Clause (1) of the section has been substituted by 
Amendment Act, 111 of 19d3. The section has now been made 
applicable to all municipaJilies and no previous extention by 
Government is necessary. 

In clause (3) the words in italics have been substituted 
for words “steam whistle steam trumpet". Noise 
emitted by the trumpet or whistle, etc., should be 
offensive for action under this section. For tiie meaning of 

the w’ord oifensive see Notes on page_Offensive 

does not necessarily mean injurious to health. Offensive 
means noise affecting sense of hearing. If the noise causes 
discomfort or nuisance, it will be oifensive. 

Executive Officers Act.— Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officers in municipalities to which the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended. 

Deleg«ti<Hi.— Powers of S. 124 can be delegated under 
S. 33 (a). 

Drains and Privies. 

125. (1) The committee may, by notice, require the 

owner of any building oriand to provide, move or remove any 
drain, privy, latrine, urinal, ces^iool or other receptacle for filth 
or refuse, or, provide any additional drains, privies, latrines, 
uimal*, ceaapools or other receptacle* as aforesaid which should 
in its i^inion be provided for the building or land in such 
manner and of snch pattern as the committee miqr direct. 

(2) The committee may, by notice, require any person 
employing more than twenty workmoa or labourers to provide 
such latrines and urmals as it may think fit and to cause the 
same to be kept in proper order and to be daffy deaned. 


Provision 
of drains, 
privies, etc. 
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(3) Tbc eommittee may» by notiee, requira tl^ owner «r 
OCdmifHr of any baildbiff w land to have any privy, latrine 
<tr o^Mid provided for die Mine thut out by a euffieioBt roof 
and wall or fence from the view of person* passing by or 
dwfdiiag in the neighbourhood, or to remove Or idter, a* the 
Committee may direct, any door or trapdoor of • privy, latrine 
or urinal opening on to any street or draun. 

(4) The committee may, and when required by the Icacal 
Government daid*, provide latrine* and urinals for the use of 
the public. 

Notes. 

S. 122 of the old Act with certain alterations. The 
word “ move ” has been added between “ provide " and “ or 
remove.’* The words “of such pattern ” have been added 
after the words " in such manner.” The provision as to the 
making or maintaining a drainage connection has been 
omitt€S, so is the proviso to clause (1) of the old Act. 

Recent changes —by S. 43 of the Punjab Amendnjent Act 
III of 1933 the provise to clause (2) has been omitted and 
clause (4) has been added. Committees have been erapow’er- 
ed to provide latrines an 1 urinals for the use of the public. 
Tlie discretionary duty may be made compulsory by the; 
local Government. 

Non-compliance with the notice is punistiable under 
S. 219. 

Analo<jous Law .— ] 

Ss. 224 & 225, Bengal Di.strict Mn- j 183 & 135-37, Cantonment 

nicipal Act, l 88 l. j Act, II of 1924. 

Ss. 25^ 259 & 63, Bengal . S. 106, Central Povin<,',es Muntci- 

Municipal .\ct, X\ of 932. I*al Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 214, 2l7 & 238, Behar and j Ss. 186 ,187 & 189, Ma<iras City 
Orissa Municipal Act, 1922. i Municipal Act, 1919. 

Ss. 129, & 134, Bombay Municipal S.s. l43, 146-47,149 & J55, Madras 

Boroughs Act, 1925. District Municipal Act, V of 

S. 101, 106 & 108, Bombay District 1920. 

Municipal Act, III of 1901. S. 98, Rangoon City Municipal 
Ss. 231, 248, 2’9 (2), 250 (3) Act, 1922 

& 257, Bombay City Municipal Ss. 267 & 268 , U. P. Municipali- 
Act, ni of 1888. ties Act, 1916, 

S. Iu7-A, Burma Municipal Act, 

HI of 1898. ' English Law.— 

Ss. 260rl, 268, 270, 271 & 278, Cal- Ss. 36 & 39, Public Health Act, 
cutta City Municipal Act, III I 1875. 
of 1923. 1 

Egttcnlive <Mfeers A<Bt.—Poivers up4er this s^tioQ 
not be e^cereised 6oainiit|ees bpt jmy be ^ 
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fexetSative officers in munioipaMes to which the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended. 

Deleg«litwi.--Powera under S. 125 ^an be delegated to 
Medical Officer of health under Section 33 (b). 

CommUtioii nuisance under order of committee.— The 

orders of the municipality do not justify the eommission 
of a nuisance. Under the corresponding section of the old 
Bombay District Municipal Act it was held that ihe terms 
of the section are not imperative in requiring a municipality 
to call u|wn the owners of a house to build a privy but 
are permissive, leaving it to the discretion of the municipali¬ 
ty to determine when the power conferred on them shall be 
exercised. Accordingly where the plaintiff complained that 
the defendants had erected a i)rivy so close to his house as to 
be a nuisance and the appellate court I'ound it to be a nui¬ 
sance but rejected the plaintiff’s claim on the ground that the 
defendants had erected the same under orders of the 
municipality: Held, reversing the decree of the lower 
appellate court, that the nDunieipality had no authority to 
oraer defendants to erect the privy regardless of the plaintiff's 
right and that the defendants therefore could not plead that 
they acted under order of the municipality. 12 Bom. 634. 

The er<'etion of a latrine under the orders of a munici¬ 
pality in a place approved by the latter does not render the 
owner inunune from an action by a neighlx>uring owner or 
occupier for nuisance cause-d to him by the latrine. 

Thfuigh the Municipal Act has authorized the council to 
direct the location of the latrine in a particular place, the 
work should not l>e carried out so as to injuriously affect 
private interests more than is necessary. 

The power given to a municipality to supervise the 
erection by a private individual of a latrine must be re¬ 
garded as a i^ermissive obligation which should be exercised 
W’ithout unnecessary detriment to private rights and without 
creating an unreasonable nuisance. 

The jwrsim complaining of the nuisance has a right 
of action to prevent the use of the building as a latrine, 
but no decree should bi* passed for the demolition of the 
building. 

The provision in S. 2f8 of the Madras District Muni¬ 
cipalities Act correspondins to S. 224 of the Punjab Muni- 
cij>al Act for aw^ard of compensation by the municipal coun¬ 
cil for damage caused by the exercise of its power does not 
interfere with the common law rights of injured parties. 
42 Mad. 796. 

Clame (4). Dwtinetkm betweea permiMive and obligMarir 
dt^s of corporations.— There is a well-marked distinction 



tween permissive and obligrstory duties; rules and the limit¬ 
ations applicable to the two branches of duties were stated in 
42 Mad. 331 and 42 Mad. 796. “If an act is only permitted by 
the statute to be done, the corporation is practically under the 
same obligations to respect the rights of others as a private 
individual. The corporation should so perform the duty as 
not to injure private rights. Further the duty must be done 
without negli^nce and with care. There is no distinction 
between misfeasance and non-feasance in such eases. The 
position of a corporation, which is bound to carry out cer¬ 
tain duties, is different. In enjoining the performance of 
them the le^slature contemplates the fact that private 
individuals will have to submit to a certain amount of in¬ 
fraction of their rights. The principle is that where the 
legislature directs a duty to be done, it must be deemed to 
have weighed the balance of convenience between public 
benefit and private rights and to have laid down that the 
latter should give way to the former. But the private in¬ 
dividual is not altogether without remedy even in such eases. 
If the work has been done negligently or carelessly, the 
corporation will be liable. The corporation will also be 
liable where it acts maliciously and with a wanton desire to 
injure private rights. But it is not liable for mere nm- 
feasance.” 

Power* ander Section 12S when the latrine has been con¬ 
structed with permission.— There is no provision under the 
Act which debars a municipal committee fr*)m taking action 
under S. 125 in the interests of public health solely because 
it has previously given sanction to the construction of the 
building under section 193. Cf. 21 A. L. J. 828; l924 All. 157. 

Cesspool. —The ortlinary meaning of cesspool is a pit into 
which a drain discharges its contents. The wrord “ drain " 
means not merely a water channel but a channel use<i for 
the flow of offensive matter. A pit can be called a cesspool. 
It must be shown that offensive matter is discharged into it. 

Two masonry reservoirs were constructed- one to re¬ 
ceive surplus rainwater from the roof of a house and the 
other to receive rice water from the kitchen. No offensive 
matter was allowed or was intended to Ik' carried into these 
reservoirs: Held these r(*servoir.s were not cesspools 

40 I. C. 552. 

Latrine. —The word is wide enough to include con¬ 
veniences with water connections and has been adopted in 
Indian Municipal Acts as the most general description of 
tbe conveniences of the kind. It inciqdes a winter closet. 
501, a 247. 
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Ovmw.— -When the building belongs to one person and 
the site to another, the owner of the site is not the person 
responsible to carry out the requirements of the section. Cf. 
20 Bom. 617. 

A rent contractor falls within the definition of 
owner and as such is the person who under S. 125 is liable 
to comply with the requisition of the committee. 1928 
Bom. 527; 53 Bom. 131; 30 Bom. L. R. 1442. 

Lessee is the owner in reference to a sub-lessee. 1928 
Bom. 528; 30 Bom. L. R. 1442,112 I. C. 861. 

Notice must conform to the terms of the section.— The 

notices cannot call upon owners U) do anything not required 
by the section. A notice requiring the urinal to be con¬ 
structed in a particular place w’aa held to be ultra vtres: 
24 Bom. 75. Under a corresponding section of the City 
of Bombay Municipal Act a notice calling upon the owner 
to make an f)pen drain in the gullyi on the west of his pre¬ 
mises adjoining the west wall of his building was held to be 
ultra vires. 29 Bom. 35. 

The notice calling ujwn private owners to provide 
latrines and uriiials should comply with the provisions of 
tlie statute. If the notice is ultra vires, as for instance, 
where it retjuires urinals to be cc>n.strueted in a particular 
place, it need not l)e complied with; 24 Bom. 75. If the 
notice contains two direction.s, one of which is good and the 
other bad, it must be treated as bad in its entirety. To 
hold otherwise would impose on the accused the obligation 
of picking out fmm the notice the requir-ement which was 
W'ithin the power of llie municipality to call upon him to 
carry out. There is nothing, of course, to prevent the inuni- 
cipalitv from issuing a fresh notice. 1 Weir 749 & 1933 Lah. 
935. 

Time for Compliance. — No time is fixed in the section 
within which the works rc(juired by the committee are to be 
executed. The cnnmfittee should ptd. such time as wdll be 
reasonably sufficient f(»r the com[)liance of the notice. If the 
time given is md, sufficient, the jx'rson making default in com¬ 
pliance is not’ liable for the disobedience of the notice and if 
the committee itself carries out the work under S. 220, it 
cannot recover the costs of its execution under S. 222: 50 
I. C. 247. See also Bristol Corporation v. Sinnot, (1918) ] Ch. 
62. 

General power* of local authiMrity as to latrines. — S. 36 

of the ^blic Health Act, 1875, which empowers a local 
autoority to give notice requiring the owner of a house to 
provide a suflfieient watercloset, earthcloset, or privy, and in 
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case of non-compliance, does not empower the local anUiority 
to enforce a general resolution that in all such cases wittiin 
their jurisdiction a particular system shall be adopted; the 
authority is bound to exercise its discretion in each particular 
case, and consequently a notice in accordance with the general 
resolution, and requiring compliance with its provisions, is 
invalid, Wood v. Widncs Corp: (1898) I. Q B. 463: Tinkler V. 
Wandsworth Board of Works (1858), 62 J. P. 216. They have 
no pow'er to require the owner to supply any particular kind 
of water-closet; they have only power to require him to supply 
a sufficient one: Robinson v. Mayor, etc. of Sunderland (1898) 
62 J. P. 216. When a local authority proceeds to enforce 
improper requihement as above indicated an injunction will 
lie to restrain them. If, however, the owner allows them to 
do the works, he may raise objection on their seeking to 
recover from him the amount expended. 

Litigation between landlord and tenant— no bar to action 
under Section 12S. —The pendency of a suit for ejectment 
against the tenant or the existence of an injunction against 
the owner of the premises restraining him fn)m taking 
possession of the premises would not be sufficient to relieve 
the owner from liability frtim conviction for non-compliance 
with a notice under S. 125 requiring him to erect a latrine 
connected with the premises. One cannot entii-ely over¬ 
look, how’ever, the existence of such proceedings in consider¬ 
ing the gravity of the offence an<l in determining the proper 
sentence. 1929 Cal. 490; 119 1. C. 369. 

Notice to remove without rpecifyieg another place. — 

Since a n unicipality has a statutory j)ower to direct 
demolitions or closing of latrines, a notice under S. 207*, Act 
IV of 1884 by a municipality to a i)ersnn to remove a latrine 
and to erect it in another place, without si)ecif>ung the place 
to which it should be removed, is not ultra vires, 1927 Mad. 
1125. 

Alteration in the interests of neighbours. — The view that 
any alteration to latrine to be ordered by a municipal council 
by a notice under S. 207, Madras Act, IV of 1884, should be 
in the interests of the owner or occupier of the building to 
w'hich it is attached, is a misreading of the section. The 
intention is to empow'er the municipality to take order with 
latrines in the interests of the general public and in particular 
of the neighbouring residents. 1927 Mad. 1125, 100 I. C. 
645. 

Alteration of trap-door of the latrine. — When a person 
puts in the trap-door to the privy to the south opening on to 


• S. 125 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 
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a street with the permtsmon of the committee it is open, 
under the discretionary powers given by S. 125(3) to the 
municipality if they consider it to be a nuisance to order him 
to alter it to the east. Cf. 1930 Bom. 43; 124 I. C. 105. 

Notice celling upon owner to provide access.— Whether ^ 
projfjcr access is a\ailable to a privy by people living in a 
particular portion of a house is a (juestion in which the cor¬ 
poration is not prima facie interested. The tenants having 
just grievance can tate such step for securing proper access 
as the law provides but the corporation is only entitled 
under the Municipal Act to see that the privy is in a 
sanitary condition, and the privy accommodation is sufficient. 
A re(juisition by the corporation that proper access should 
be provided to a privy is not, therefore, covered by S. 125. 
Cf. 1930 Cal. 185, 51 C. L. J. 469. 

In such manner.— The notice itself is to et)ntain the 
direction as to the nature and position of the required 
latrine. The law does not contemplate delegation to an 
individual officer of the power to give necessary directions, 
though the committees are at liberty to guide themselves by 
the advice of any expert in their employ. 

A notice therefore requiring the construction of a 
latrine and directing the owner bv ap]>ly to the Health UlScer 
and to construct the latrine in accordance with such t>rder 
as he may give, is bad. 48 I. C. 882. 

Jurisdiction of Civil Courts. —When a municipality acting 
under Die powers conferred by the Act, decides that certain 
works are necessary tliat conclusion in the absence of ntala- 
fides or fraud or considerations of that nature, cannot be 
questioned in a civil court. 

The municipality has a right to require the removal of 
a pucca privy. 26 Cal. 811. 

It appears from v. Vestry of Lambeth (tb'40),4 

Jur. (N. IS.) 274, that it is for an authority to decide whether 
their directions are complied with in regard to the materials 
to be used. A vestry ordennl a drain to be made with pipes 
of stoneware of the best kind and quality, but the builder 
laid down Aylesford pipes, and the vestrj' declared that these 
were not stoneware and proceeded to remove them. iSluart, 
V. C., held that it was for them to determine the (juestion, 
and refust*d an interlocutory injunction. His decision was 
confirmed (27 L. J. Oh. 3b9,392); and the bill was after¬ 
ward dismissed with costs, the vestry not having acted 
capriciously or vexatiously. 4 Jur. ( N. S. ) i032. The 
anloiority must also determine the me of the drain. 
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The local authority has a discretion in deciding upon the 
character of the drain required, and if such discretion is 
justly exercised, it will not be interfered with by a court 
of law. It has also powers to determine the materials of 
which a drain should be made, and the size and the level of 
the fall thereof. Where a municipality acting within the 
statutory powers regarding sanitation and public health, 
does an Act, the civil courts have generally no power to call 
the act in question. It is only in eases where a municipality 
acts beyond its statutory powers that the civil courts can 
interfere: Where a municipal board, acting within its 
statutory powers, directed the diversion of a drain, having 
regard to the sanitation of the town and the comfort of the 
public, a suit brought in a civil court c|uestioning the act is 
unsustainable, (1905) A. W. N. 79. 

If the house owmer does not comply with the recjuisition 
of the local authority, tlie local authority has powder to 
do the work required and recover tlie expenses incurred 
from the owner ; Mcyrick v. Pembroke Corporation i9l2 
(76 J. P. 367); and if, in (he doing of the work by 
the local authority, higher rates have been t*,harged than 
could have been obtained by other persons, the courts cannot 
interfere: Cal. 811. The owner of a house may agree 

with the local authority that they shall eonstruet a house 
drain which they might compel him to construct; and such 
an agreement is a valid agreement, even though the 
preliminarj' notice has not been given. Hall v. Mayor of 
Bailey (1877) 47 L. J. Q. B. 148. 

Waiv«r of notice under aection 125.— If on a notice issued 
by the committee or the executive officer, negotiations 

ensue which are tantamount to promise to reconsider: 

# 

Held, that on a notice Ijeing served by the municipal 
commissioner of Bombay, under S. 231 of liombay Act, III 
of 1888, if negotiations ensue, w'hich are tantamount to a 
request by the party, served with the notice, and a consent 
by the commissioner, to reconsider the matter, such nego¬ 
tiation will have the effect of waiving the notice, and it is 
competent to the commissioner to issue a fresh notice after 
the n^otiations have closed. Limitation, in this event 
under S 514 of the Municipal Act, w'ill not run from the 
original notice. 29 Bom. 35, 6 Bom. L. R. 667. 

Jurisdiction of Civil Courts to restrain exercise of power 
Wider die Act.— The municipality desired by a notice under 
S. 125 the removal of a latrine called Sandas which was al¬ 
leged to have been newly constructed. The owner brought 
a suit for injanction claiming that the lattine in question is 
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not new and that it is not insanitary and that the defendant 
board had absolutely no right to get it demolished. The 
municipal board contended that civil court had no jurisdic- , 
tion to entertain such a suit: Held, the powers conferred on 
a municipali board by S. 125 of the Municipal Act are very 
wide. The legislature in its discretion has vested the board *’ 
with absolute power to direct the closing or removal of any 
latrine, etc., without assigning any reason for such direction. 
Cases are conceivable in which a board may be actuated by 
malice in passing an order under S. 125 of the Municipal 
Act. But even in any such a case the civil court is pow'er- 
less to grant any relief to the person aggrieved bv that 
order. C/. 1927 All. 432; lO.l I. C. 446. 

• It was also held that a suit by an owner of a house 
for perpetual injunction restraining the municipality from 
demolishing a latrine in the plaintitf's house is maintain¬ 
able in the civil court, the object of the suit being to 
prevent an infringement of the plaintiff’s proprietary rights 
by the municipal toard but if a board goes beyond the 
lowers conferred on them by the Municipal Act or if the 
board an' assuming to themselves the authority which the 
law does not give them no doubt their aidion can be challeng¬ 
ed by a suit in tlie civil court. But if tliey confine them¬ 
selves with the exercise of power which the legislature has 
seemed lit to confer upon them, the statutory powers are 
sufficient answer to any suit that may be brought. Much 
of the apparent condiet in cases on the question as to the 
jurisdiction of civil courts to question the exercise of 
powers by committees will disappear if the question of juris¬ 
diction of the civil courts is not confused with the question 
whether or not a valid defence is available to the defendant 
in a suit. 1927 All. 432; 101 I. C. 446. 

The sole judge of tlie question whether on sanitary 
grounds it is advisable to direct the closing of a latrine etc*., 
is the municipal board and no court can call into question 
the propriety of an order passed by the toard under that 
section 1927 All. 432, 101 1. O. 446. 

A provseeution under S. 271* of Bengal District 
Municipal Act, 1884 is not justified unless the objection 
is disposed of according to terms, of the law and laid 
down under S. 178. A person need not comply with 
the orders mentioned in the notice under S. 178 if he have 
filed an objection. If the objection is decided in his favour 
then the notice is cancelled. If it is decided against him, 
then the decision cannot have the retrospective effect of 
punishing him for the default committed by him with res¬ 
pect to the first noUce. 1922 Pat. 183; 66 I. 0.417. 

• Corresponds io S. 219 of Punjab Municipal Act, 
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It is within the jurisdiction of a Court, in the ease of 
an actual nuisance, to insist upon the owner of the latrine 
or oilier source of nuisance taking due care for preventing 
offensive smells from them and causing private nuisance to 
his neighbour. The defendant in such eases could be order¬ 
ed to build his latrine after the latest seientilie pattern with 
trap-doors etc., which would minimise the chances of its 
being a source of trouble and inconvenience to neighbour. 
He could also be restrained in regard to its capacity being 
over-taxed and thus becoming an incAutable source of private 
nuisance. He could as well l)e ordered to take such precau¬ 
tions as regards its user as would prevent its causing injury 
to the health of the inmates of his neighlxmrs’ houses. 

For a Court to decide rightly whether a particular' 
nuisance is one in that the inconvenience is only to the 
public or there is a special injury to a particular individual, 
sanitary or medical expt*rt evidence is of very great value 
and is an absolute necessity. 19L’7 Nag. 236. 
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126. (1) The committee may, by notice, require the 

o%vner or occupier of any building or land to repair, alter or 
put in good order any drain, privy, latrine, urinal, cesspool or 
receptacle for any filth or refuse, or to close any drain, privy, 
latrine, urinal or cesspool belonging thereto. 

(2) The committee may, by notice, require any perscm 
who may construct any new drain, privy, latrine, urinal, 
cesspool or receptacle for filth or refuse without its permission 
in writing or contrary to its directions or regulations w to the 
provisions of this act, or who may construct, rebuild or r^en 
any drain, privy, latrine, urinal, cesspool or receptacle for filth 
mr M^use which it has ordered to be demolished or stopped up 
or not to be made, to demolish the drain, privy, latrine, urinal, 
cesspool or receptacle, or to make such alteration therein as 
it may think fit. 

Notes. 

S. 123 of the old Act. 


Analotjous Lazv :— 

S. 229, i^engal Dintrict Munici- 
[jal Act, 1884. 

S. 263, Betrgal .Municipal .Act, 
XV of 3932. 

S. 217, Beliar ami Oris.'«i Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 3922. 

S. 330, Bombay Municipal 
Roroiigli.*! .Act, 1925. 

S. 107, Bombay Di.'strict Muiiici- • 
pal Act. Ill of 1903. 

8.“!. 232 & 146-A, Bombay (.lily 
Municipal Act, III of 1888. 

S. 137,—B. (2), Burma Munici¬ 


pal Act, 111 of 1898. 

.8r. 278. ,0 284, (^alcutta (’itv 
Munici|)al Act, IJJ of 1923. 

S. 137, ('antonmcnt Act, If uf 
1924. 

8, 107, Central Province.s Munici- 
{«il Act, Tl of 1922. 

8. 214, .Ma(ira.s l)i.strict .Municiiial 
Act, fV of 1884. 

8.S. 267&268, U. P- Municipalities 
Act. 1916. 

Huylish Law .— 

8.35, Public Health Act, 1875. 
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Executive Offieere Act. —Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committee but may be exercised by 
^eeutivt^ offiexir in municipalities to which the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended. 

Delegation. —Powers under this section can be delegated 
vide S. 33 clauses (a) and (/>). 

Co.<nineat$ —Non compliance w'ith the notice is i)unishable 
under S. 219. 

A notice under this section must be confined to the re¬ 
moval of insanitary defects. A notice under that section 
which complains of matters other than sanitation, <? y., 
dangerous structure or a nuisance in the sense of a danger 
on the highway is not a good notice and a di8f'>l)edience of 
such a notice is not an oftence. Where a committee ob.iected 
to a cesspool because if, was uncovered and passers-by were 
likely to fall into it, it w^as held that action could not be 
taken under this section. Cf. 42 .Ml. 485, 58 1. C. 146. 

Interference by Civil Courts. —The municipal committee 
were held to be justified in diverting the flow of waste 
water of a certain Dharmsala by conveying it through a new 
mas.)nary drain which emptied itself into a katcha drain in a 
public street. The inhabitants of the street ould only ob,ject 
if their rights were interfered with by diversion and merely 
to that extent. 

Municipal eotunxittee will bt'. guilty of trespass if it goes 
over the prof>erty (*f others and interferes with it. Public 
lx)dies like municipal committees should act in accordance 
with the proee<lure provided by the statute governing their 
acts, but where with the tacit consent and ac(iuie.scence of the 
persons interested in a property they have actiuired a foot¬ 
ing with rcispect to th(^ discharge ('f its waste water and do 
an act which has caused no damage but improved its condi¬ 
tions, •interfere'!nee by a court of .iustice w’ould not be 
(Xiuitahle. P. R. 7S of 1901. 

The c<nnmittee is the primary h v.ly to determine w'hon 
its p.>wer is to b.‘. e.xercise.i and the court will not interfere 
unless it has used its power in a wanton manner or in bad 
faith. 1930 Lab. 477. 

Notice must conform to the requirements of S. 126. 

The commissioner can under S. 257 i*eqnisitioni work to 
bring the condition of the privy or water closet within the 
previous provisions of the chapter with regard to their 
construction and maintenance, and nothing whatever is said 
throughout the chapter with regard to the water supply. 
The commissioner is not entitled to give a notice under S. 
257 (1) directing the landlord to maintain the water closet 
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in good order bv pumping a sufficient quantity of water into 
the cistern. 81. I. 0. 616; 1924 B. 337. 

Notice under S. 126 for requirements falling under S. 
125 is wrong especially if the officers authorized to issue the 
notice under the two sections are different. Cf, 1924 Bom. 70; 
81 r. C. 972. 

Right of easement. —Acquisition of a right of easement 
with respect to drain is no bar to committee’s taking action 
under the section requiring the removal of such a drain. 
.261. C. 781. 

Construction of a new drain etc, —S. 12(5 (2) is not appli¬ 
cable where a person rebuilds a portion of the screening wall 
of a privy, which had fallen dowoi, without the sanction of 
the committee. 35 All. 375, 20 1. (\ 405. 

Removal of drains.— Under this section the committee can 
only a require repairs or closing of drains and cannot ask 
for their removal. Cf. 20 I. 0. 358. 

The municipality <tan call upon tlie owner to alter, 
repair or put the privy in good order in such manner as it 
thinks fit, but it could not virtually deprive the owner of 
the privy of the use of it. 18S1 P. .1. 60; 18S5 P, .1.131. 

Sanction to build cannot be revoked. —A sanction given for 
the construction of a privy cannot be revoked. 47 I. C, 145. 

127. The committee may, by notice, require any person 
who without its permission in writing may newely erect or 
rebuild any building over any sewer, drain, culvert, water¬ 
course or water-pipe vested in the committee to pull down or 
otherwsse deal with the same as it may think fit. 

Notes. 


S. 124 of the old Act. 


Analogous Law.— 

S. 202, Bengal Di.stricl Munici¬ 
pal Act 1884. 

S. 138, Bombay Municipal 
Borough.s Act, 

S, 110, (2). Bombay Di.strict 

Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

Ss. 223, 268, Bombay City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1888. 

S. 253, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, m of 1923. 

S, 188, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 


j 8. no, Central Provinces Muni- 
: cipal Act, II of 1922. 

• Ss. l0()-7, k 1^1, Madras (^ity 
j Municipal Act, 1919. 
j S.s. 128 & ! 12, .'Vfadra.s District 
1 Municipal Act V of 1920. 

j S. 121, Rangoon (^itv Municipal 
I Act, 1922. 

j S. 230, U. p. Municipalites Act, 
i 1916. 

i English Law .— 

S. 26, Public Health Act, 1875. 


Executive OflScers Act. —Powers under this section shall not 
be exercised by committees but may be exercised by execu- 
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tive officers in municipalities to which the Executive Officers 
Act has been extended. 

D«Ief«Hoa.— Powers under S. 127 can be delegated under 
S. 33 (a). 

Newly erect. —This section will not empower the com, 
mittee to require the demolition of the building if it has stood 
for some time. 

■% 

128. (1) The committee may, by notice, require any Rer. 

owner or occupier on whose land any drain, privy, latrine, 
urinal, cesspool or other receptacle for filth or refuse ior the g, 

time l^ing exists within fifty feet of any spring, wdl, tank, of v. 
reservoir or other source from which water is or may be 
derived for public use, to remove or close the same wkhin 

one week from the service of such notice. 

(2) Whoever, without the permission of the committee, 
makes or keeps for a longer time than one week after notice 
under this section any drain, privy, latrine, urinal, cesq»ool or 
other receptacle for filth or refuse, writhin fifty feet of ray 
spring, well, tank, reservoir or other source from which 
water is or may be derived for public use, shall be puaishable 
with fine which may extend to fifty rupees ; and, when a notice 
has issued, with a further fine not exceeding five rupees for 
each day during which the offence is continued after the 
lapse of the period allowed for removal. 

Notes. 

Ss. 125 and 156 of the old Act. The fine has been raised 
from Rs. 20 to Rs. 30 by the Amendment Act, IT of 1923. 

Analogous La7v :— 

S. 230, Bengal District Muiitci- Municipal Act, III of 1923. 

pal Act, 18S4. Ss. 128 & 188, Central Provinces 

S, 261, Bengal Municipal Act, Municipal Act, IT of 1922. 

XV of 1932. Ss. 220 & 226, Madras District 

Ss. 213 & 232, Behar and Orissa Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

.Municipal Act, 1922. S. 227, P. Municipalities 

S.S. 279 and 280, Calcutta City i Act, 1916. 

Executive Officers Act. —Powers under this section shall 
m>t be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officers in municipalities h) whidi the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended. 

Delegation. - Powers under the section can be delegated 
vide S. 33, clauses (a) & (6) 

129. Whoever, wiffiont Uie permissioa of the committee, , D 
causes cw knowingly or negligently allows ttia contents of any 
unk, sewer or cesspool, or any other «^«*ive maMsr to flow. 
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drain or be put iqpon any street or public place, or into any 
irrigation channel or any sewer or drain not set apart for the 
purpose, shall be punishable with fine which may extend to 
twenty rupees. 

Notes. 

S. 153 of the old Act. 

Recent changes. —For the word “ water the word 
“ contents has been substituted as more appropriate. The 
words in italics have been added vide S. 44 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act, III of 1033. 

Public place. — See definition of this term in S. 3 (17). 

Analogous Law: — Ss. 2oS Cc), & 372 (/‘h Bombay 

S. 270 (2), Renpal District City Municipal Act, flT of 

Municipal Act, 1932, 1888. 

S. 254, Bengal Municipal Act, S. 287 (r), ('lalciitta fJity .Mtinici* 

XV'' of 1932. i pal Act, 111 of 1923 

S. .212 (2), Behar and Orissa '' S. 94. Oantonmcnt Act. If of 19l4. 

Municipal Act, 1922. ; S. 208. Central I’rovince.s Mnnici- 

S. 159, Bombay Municipal pal .Act, II ot 1922. 

Boroughs Act, 1925. j S. ir)9, Madras District Mimici- 

S. 128 Bombay District Munici- : pal Act, V of 1920. 

pal Act. lll'of 190!. S. 27G, C C. Municipalities Act, 

1910. 

Executive Officers Act. — Powers under Ihis .sectif)!) shall 
not be exercised by committees but may Ix' exercised by 
executive officers in municipalities to which Ihe Kxecutivc 
Officers Act has been extended. 

Delegation. —Powers under this section cun be deleirated, 
vide S. 33 (a ) 

Drains.— The drains or sewers referred to in the section 
are public drains or sewers vesting in th<’ c.onm»ittee. Cf. 10 

a. W. N. 667. 

Want of drains. —The absence of the drains is no excuse 
for allowing the water to flow otj the street. The pmvision 
of drains by the municipality is n<>t a condition precedent to 
the obligation inipcxsed by the .section on the owners and 
occupiers of hoibses. 10 Mad. 9l and 30 Mad. 220; 1924 
Mad. 397; 70 I. C. 760 

Offensive matter.— Mere dirty water or waste water is 
not offensive matter. 20 Bom. 83. 

Street.— A defendant was charged under S. 4 of the 
Madras District Municipalities Act with allowing offensive 
matter to flow from his house into a street. The matter flowed 
into a drain or ditch constructed along the side of the 
roadway. On the question as to whether any offence had 
been committed: 
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Held, that a ‘ street ’ is any way or road in a city having 
houses on botli sides ; aod tiiat in consequence this definitaon 
excluded the drain or ditch on either side of the roadway ; 
that the drain was not part of the ‘street’ and that the offence 
charged had not been committed. ‘28 Mad. 17. 

What, then, is its ordinary meaning ? Jessel, M. R., in 
Taylor v. Corporation of Oldham (2) accepts the following 
definition laid down in the Imperial Dictionary. “ A street 
is properly a pave 1 way or road but in usage any way or 
road in a city having houses on one or both sides.” 

This definition excludes what is called in this ease the 
‘ drain ’ or ‘ ditch ’ on either side of the roadway and we must 
holfl therefore that this drain is not part of the street. 
1 Weir 916; 28 Mad. 17. 

Note. Under this Act drain is a part of the street. 

Right of private person to restrain the commission of 
nuisance.— Under municipal law no privaU? person can claim 
a right to foul an ordinary drain by discharging into it what 
it was not inlend(Hi cany off and then throw on the muni¬ 
cipality an obligation to alter the drain in order to remedy 
the nuisance that he was produced. 

Where the defendant, the owner of a shellac factory, 
discharge^! into the municipal drain which was not construct¬ 
ed or inteiuled f(;r carrying off such stuff, refuse liquid of 
an offensive character which interfered with theoixlinary 
comfort of plaintifi's occupalw>n of property and caused him 
special injury: 

Held, that the plaintiff was entitled to restrain him. 

Where moreovei- the defendant discharged the liquid 
into the drain knowing from the condition of the drain and 
the nature of the. liquid that, it could not be efficiently carried 
away but must stagnate, decomjjose and create a nuisance; 

Held, that the defendant must be responsible for the 
necessary consequences ('tf liis action and was not entitled to 
shift the rcs|.K>nsihility on to the municipality by contending 
that if the latter would improve the drain, there w’ould be no 
nuisance. 32 Cal. 097. 

130. Whoever, without the pmrmistion of the committee, 
makes or causes to be made, or alters or causes to be altered, 
any drain leading into any of the sewers or drains vested in 
the committee shall be punishable with fine which may 
«Rt«ad to fifty rupees. 

Notes. 
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Law :— 

S. 226, Bftdgal District Mumci> 
p»l Act, 1884. 

S. 273, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 


S. 221, Madras District Munici» 
pal Act. V of 1884. 

S. 191 (2), U P. Municipalities 
Act, 1916. 


Executive Officer* Act.— Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officers in municipalities to which the Executive 
Offices Act has been extended. 

DelegatioB.— Powers under this section can be delegated 
under S. 33 (a). 

Roiewalof drain*. —The owner of a house in a street 
renewed without the sanction of municipality the masonry 
covering of a drain in front of his house: Hetd^ that the act 
of the owner did not constitute an interference w-ithin the 
meaning of S. 211 of Madras Act, IV of l884. 21 Mad. 4. 


131. The committee may, by notice, require the owner 
or occupier of any land or building to cleanse, repair, cover, 
fiU up or drain off any private well, tank, reservoir, pool, 
depression or excavation therein which may appear to the 
ccunmittee to be injurious to health or offensive to the 
neighbourhood : 

Provided that if for the purpose of effecting any drainage 
under this section it should be necessary to acquire any land 
not belonging to the same owner or to pay compensation to 
any person, the committee shall provide such land or pay such 
compensation. 

Notes. 


S. 126 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— S. :>81, l-lomhay (’ity Municipal 

S. 232, Bengal District Munici- Act, III of 1S«8. 

pal Act, 1884. S. 131, Burma Municij>al Act, 

Sa. 849 & 357, (proviso), Bengal ! Hi of 1898. 

Mumcipal Act, XV of 1932. 126, Central Provinces Miinici- 

Ss. 225, 228 and 233, Behar and pal Act, TI of 1922, 

Orissa Municipal Act. 1922. S. 264, Madra-s City Municipal 
Ss. 150 & 167, l^nibay Municipal Act, 1919, 

Boroughs Act, 1925. ' B. 224, Madras Ilistrict Munici- 

Sa. IW & 135, Bombav District i pal Act, Vof 1920. 

Municipal Act, III of 1901. j Ss. 225. 269 and 284, 1J. P. Muni- 

! ci|)a1ities Act, 1916. 

Disregard of the orders is punishable under S. 219 of 
the Act. The municipality can also carry out the necessary 
work and recover the costs of the execution of the work 
under Ss. 220 and 222. 
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Executive Officers Act. -Powers under this section shall 
not be exercised by committees but may be exercised by 
executive officers in municipalities to which the Kxoeutive 
Officers Act has been extended. 

Delegution,— Powers under the section can be delegated* 
under S. 33 (a) & (&). 

Removal of nuisance by committees at their own cost. —In 

ease the work is carried out by the committee and the costs 
are sought to be recovered from the person called upon to 
do the work, the latter is not competent to prove that the well, 
etc., was not injurious to health. 11 Mad. 341. 

When default is made by the owner tc comply with the ? 
notice the municipality has a discretion as to how the work ‘ 
should be carried out an 1 even though the rates charged by ' 
the municipality be higher than those which can be obtained 
by other persons, there will be no ground for the interference - 
of the High Court. 16 W. R. 285 C’r. 

Jurisdiction of Civil Courts to interfere. —Where a taluk 
board in exercise of its powers under a section correspond¬ 
ing to the proNosions of S. 131 of the Punjab Municipal Act 
on the materials placed Ijefore it comes to the conclusion 
that a particular tank is unhealthy and injurious, a civil 
comd has no jurisdiction to encjuire into the sufficiency or 
otherwise of these niatorials. Bui the civil court has un¬ 
doubtedly jurisdiction to restrain the board from abusing 
its powers acting in a capricious, wanton and arbitrary 
manner: 

f/r/d, also that when the insanitary condition of the 
tank in question is caused mainly by the discharge into it of 
the drainage water through channels recently constructed by 
the board and Hie board insisted on the owner filling the tank, 
the civil court has jurisdiction to interfere b^use the 
legislature could never have contemplated such a wanton 
abuse of the discretionary- power. 

It is difficult to lay down an exhaustive rule to determine 
wliether the action in a particular case is arbitrary or capri¬ 
cious. Karwell. li. .1., in Rex v. Board of Education, (IPIO) 

2 K. B. Hi.'), stated the law as follows; ‘ If the public lx)dy 
has exercised the di.scrcthm entrusted to it bona fide not 
influenced by extraneous or irrvlevant considerations and not 
arbitrarily (ir illegally, the courts cannot interfere. They 
are not a court of appeal from the public body, but they have 
power to prevent the refusal of its true jurisdiction by the 
adoption of extraneous considerations in arriving at its conclu- 
aon or deciding a point other than that brought before it, in 
which cases courts have regarded it as declining jurisdic- 
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tion.’' The ease will be the same if tlie local authority 
instead of adoption ol extraneous matters rejects the relevant 
matters. 44 Mad. 156, 61 I. C. 497. 

Jarudi<^<Hi of magistrate to question the decision of the 

committee - The magistrate cannot acquit u person on the 
sole ground that these things do not appear to him to be 
unhealthy. The only condition precedent to tfio issue of a 
valid notice under this section is that those things shall 
appear not to the magistrate but to the committee to be in a 
condition specified in the section. Cf. 34 Bom. 346. 

Fill up depression.— These words will not empow'or the 
committee to compel owmers tf> (ill up low-lying ground. 
Under a somewhat similar provivsion of the Bombay City 
Municipal Acta notice w’as issued to the. appellant as owner 
of certain low-lying ground. The notice stated that in the 
opinion of the commissioners, tlie ground accumulated 
water in the monsoon and caused niiisance to the tenants 
of two chawls situated on the premises. The owner w'as 
therefore required by the notice to fill in the low’-lying 
ground with sweet earth to the level of the road and slope it 
towards the new drain on the roadside.” 

As the owner refused to comply' with the notice, he was 
convicted and sentenced to pay a fine of Its. 15 by tlie 
Presidency Magistrate under S. 471, Bombay Act, III of 18811 
(corresponding to S. 219 of the Punjab Act); 

Held, reversing the conviction and sentence, that the 
notice was illegal. The words used in the section are 
“ low-ground,” which is not the same a.s low-lying ground. 
And though the section gives power the commissioner hi 
require the owner of low ground to cleanse and (ill up the 
same, it does not permit him to issue an order that an 
indefinite extent of low-lying grouml shall Ix' filled up, much 
less that it shall be tilled up to .some particular level or 
filled up with sw’eet earth or tliat it .shall lx* sloped in a 
particular direction. 24 Bom. 125 

Under this section the committee will have no |x)W’er 
to require the owner to keep up a well which he has closed 
or filled up. The .section <loes not empower the committee 
to annex a private well and then turn i1 to a public well. 
Cf, 70 I. C. 409; 1924 Sindh 139. 

Ordering demolitioB instead of filling op. -A committee 
ordered demolition of a reservoir insteavl of requiring it 
to be filled up as laid <lown in S. 131. The plaintiff 
brought a suit for injunction to restrain the c.onimittee 
from preventing the plaintiff from rebuilding his reservior 
and for dalmages. As the committee had acted in good 
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faith and the only mistake was that it demolisted the 
reservoir instead of filling it up, injunction was not granted. 
Plaintiff was only held entitled to damages. 94 I. C. 192: 27 
P. L. R 869. 

Laying and connecting pipes, sewers and the like. 

132. The committee may carry any cable, wire, pipe, drain, 
sewer or channel of any kind, for the purpose of estaUidiing 
telephonic or other similar communication or of carrying out and 
establishing or maintaining any system of lighting, drainage or 
sewerage, through, across, under or over any road, street, or 
place laid out as or intended for a road or street, and, aftor giv* 
lag reasonable notice, in writing, to the owner or occupier, into, 
through, across, under, over or up the side of any land or build¬ 
ing whatsoever situate within the limits of the municipality, and 
for the purpose of the introduction, distribution of outfall of 
water or for the removal or outfall of sewage without such limits, 
and may at all times do all acts and things which may be neces¬ 
sary or expedient for repairing or maintaining any such mtble, 
wire, pipe, drain, sewer or channel, as the case may be, in an 
effective state for the purpose for which the same may be used 
or intended to be used: 

Provided that no nuisance more than is necessarily caused 
by the proper execution of the work is created by any such 
operation: and 

Provided, further, that resuonable compawatkm shall be 
paid to the ovmer or occupier for any damage at the tune sus¬ 
tained by him and directly occasioned by the carrying out of 
any such operations. 

Notes. 


8. 120-A of the old Act. 

Analogous Law: - 
S, 286, Bengal Mnnicipul Act 
XV (d 19.12. 

8.«!. 300 & 301, Behar and Ori.-J.sa 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

S.s. 128 & 142, Rnml>ay Munici¬ 
pal Borough.'- .\c1, 1925. 

S. 100, B<'>mbav Di-strict Munici¬ 
pal Act ITI of 1901. 

R. S. 222, 265 & 28()-A, Bombay 

tlity Municipal Act, fll of 

188 .S. 

S. 91. Biinnii Municipal Act, 
Til of 1898. 

Ss. 252 (c), & 266 (2), (laUmtt i 


City Municipal Act, III of 
1923. 

, S. 111, Central Provinces Muni- 
ciiial Ac), 11 of 1922. 

S. 190. Madra.« Citv Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

8. MO, Madras District Munici- 
l)al Act, V of 1920. 

S.s. 120 & 122, Rangoon City 

' Municipal Act, I9i2. 

! Ss, 189 & U. P. Munici’ 

piUties Act, 1916. 

; English Law '.— 

Ss. 16 & 54, Public Health Act, 
1875. 
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This section is very important as giving very extensive 
powers to committees in the interests of the public. With¬ 
out such powers it would be impossible for committees to 
establish \vater supply or drainage system or other public 
utiRties. 

Railway Company. — Under the powers conferred by this 
section the municipality is entitled to enter upon land belong¬ 
ing to a Railway Company. S. 12 of the Indian Railways Act 
does not exclude the operation of the section. Cf. 23 
Bom. 358. 

Necessity of previous notice.— No notice is necessary’ for 
carrying cables, wires, etc., through, across, under or over 
any place which is used as street or road or which is laid 
out or intended for the purposes of street or road. Pre¬ 
vious notice is necessary when stich cables, wires, etc., are 
to be carried through, etc., of buildings or lands. 

Notice is not necessary when pipe, is to be carried 
through or over a i\>ad or street. 

The lirst part of S. 132 goes as far a.« intended for a 
road or street.” There is a pause there, and the section 
goes on to say that a notice must 1 k' given to ihe owner or 
occupier if the committee intends to traverse any lan<i or 
building.” Clearly, then, thertj is a distinclion l)etween 
road and street on the one hami, and land or building on 
the other. That even if a committee is goinc'fo lava pipe- 
under or across a public street, it mJist gi\e notice to the 
owners or occupiers of adjacent buildings, i.s a pro|X)sition 
that could readily he made a rcduc rio at/ ahsurr/u/n. 1930 Lah. 
526; 31 P. L. R. 196,122 1. C. 4 )5. 

Currying over streets. — A local authorit\ have power to 
carry a sewer alxive a stivet. “It is said that if you read 
the word * thiough ’ as authorizing the making a sewer above 
a turnpike road, it woul<l enable the board to obstruct the 
traffic, and that it is not likely that the legislature would 

have conferred any such jjower_the legislature, when 

conferring powers of this kind on a public authority for 
the public Ijenefit, will not impute to them the desire or the 
intention of using them so as to ob.struct the necessary 
traffic on a turnpike road. It is left to the (liscretion of 
the local authority wheih<w they will carry the sewer above 
the turnpike road or under it, the legislature assuming that 
they w'i 11 carry it in such a manner as Uid to interfere with 
the traffic.” Roderuk v. .Istoit B., (1877) 5 (di. }). 328, 
per Jesse I, M. R., at p. .330. In this case a local board 
carried a sewer a<;i‘oss th«' pbimiiT's pleasure gr«>unds on 
such a level that the bottom of the sewer w'as only slightly 
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below the surface, and a permanent embankment about six 
feet high was made, and it was held that they had power 
under S, 16 of Public Health Act so to do. and that they 
were not obliged to carry the sewer underground. 

Into, through or under.— The expression “ into, through 
or under ” manifestly does not mean to take it into, and 
there to leave it. It must be read, therefore, into and 
through or under that is to say. you may take it in, and 
you must take it out, either by “ ihmugh or under (per 
Bramwell., B., in Cator v. Lewisham B. of W., (1864) 34 L. J. 
Q. B. 74 at page 82. See also Sutton v. Mayor, etc., of 
Norwich, (1858) 6 W. R. 432, and Selous v. Wimbledon L B., 
(1885) 1 T. L. R. 190. 

Necessity for the notice.— An injunction may be granted 
to restrain an authority from constructing a sewer through 
private lands, on the ground that reasonable Jiotice in writ¬ 
ing has not been given (A't’zy Hivcr Co. v. Ware Union 
K. S. A., [1883] L. .1. p. 20); but if the work was done 
with the owner’s as.sent, he will not sueexied in obtaining 
an in,iunction or damages merely Ijecause the preliminary 
rtH]uire.ment.s of the sex:tion have not been complied with: 
sec Loh(J V. Fulham Vestry, (1898) 47 W. R. 56. Nor will 
he as a rule .succeed on technical grounds when he has had 
full knowledge of the authority’s proposals. Thus in one 
case, an intei-loeutory injunction was applied for on the 
ground that reasonable notice had not. been given and 
that the. reprwt of the surveyor did not show it to be neces¬ 
sary to carry the sewer throiigh the plaintiff’s land. Channel, 
.1., refused an injunction, holding that if there were any de¬ 
fects in th*‘ notice or report they could easily be remedied, 
and the Court of .VppeuI also refused to interfere, Hutchings 
V, Seaford U. D. C. Times, November 11 th, 189S. The action 
came on for trial, after the sewer had been laid, and the 
plaintilT asked for a mandatory injunction to remove it. ft 
ap|ieared that it was constructed aci'oss a held, and that 
there ha<l lx*en long negotiations between the parties, and in 
these circumstances Nt>rth, .1., said that it did not matter 
whether a week or six days’ notice, was sufficient, and that as 
it had been sIkhvii that the sewer was necessary, judgment 
must be given for (he defendants {Times, November 6th, 
1.899). 

Discretion..— Jn Debry {Earl) v. Bury Commissioners (1868- 
186:>) U R.3 Kx. 121; 4 Ex. 222; 33 J. P. 424, the Elxchtuiuer 
Chainber ruled that “ the necessity for making a new sewer 
lieing ascertained as a matter of fatjt, it was for the local 
auUiority to exereise their judgment in what direction that 
new sewer slKuild be maxle Uirougli the adjoining land, and 
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so long as they exercised an honest discretion without mis- 
eonduet or negligence, they are not liable to have their 
judgment overruled in a Court of Law Cf. Stroud v. 
Wandsworth Board of Works, (1894) 1 Q. B. 64; 58 J. P. 40. 

Eactent of powers. —Under this section a local board 
proceeded to carry a sewer across the plaintiff’s pleasure 
grounds, on such a level that the botlom of the sewer 
would be only sliglitly below the surface, and a permanent 
. embankment about six feet high would be made. The Court 
of Appeal held that they might do so, and that the Act did 
not confine them to carrying a sewer underground, Roderick 
Aston L.B., (1877) 5 Ch. D. 328; 41 J. P. blQ, folld. 
in Morris V, Mynyddislwyn U. D. C., (l9l7) 2 K. B. 309; 
81 J, P. 261. A manhole is part of the sewer, and may be 
made without purchasing land for the purpose, the owner of 
the land being entitled only to compensation for the damages 
arising from making it. Swanslon v. Twickenham L. B,, 
(1879) 11 Ch. 1). 8.38. But an engint* house with pump 
and machinery erce.ted partly abuse and partly l)elow the 
level of the ground, for lifting and fon*ing sewage along a 
rising main from one part of a district to another w'here 
there is a common outfall, is not part of a sewer for the 
purposes of this section, but is a work for the purpose of 
receiving and otherwise disposing of sewage within S. 27 of 
' Public Health Act, 1875, for which the necessary land must 
be purchased or leased. King’s College, Cambridge v. Uxbridge 
/?. Z?. C'., (1901) 2 Oh. 768. An iron pipe laid temporarily 
to carry off effluent water from .s<‘wage work is a sew'cr 
wthin this provision. Tottenham L. B. v. Button, (1886) 
2 T. L. R. 828. 

No nuisance more than is necessary caused should be created. 

—These words correspond to “doing as little damage as can 
be” as found in “Water Works Clauses Act,” 1847, in English 
Law. The proviso in the above section, that in the exercise 
of their powei-s the municipal committee “ shall create 
no more nuisance than is necessary ” i*elates to the mode of 
doing works authorised to be done, but does not regulate what 
those works should be. In order to sustain an action, special 
damage must be shown. 

As to the meaning of the words “ doing as little damage 
as may be,” see R. v. East and West India Docks (1853) 2 E. & 
B. 466, and Fenwick v. East London Rail. Co. (1875) L. H. 20 
Eq. 544. The corporation of a town were authorised to 
carry on gas works to light the town. The protits were to go 
partly in improving the town anti |)artly in reducing the 
w'ater rates: Held, that the coripration were bound tt) make 
compensation for an injury arising from the negligence of 
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their servants inlaying down gas pipes v: Manchester 

Corporatim £1857], 26 U J. Ex. 132,406). The servant of the 
defendant company, whilst breaking up a concrete pavement 
for the purposes of the company's undertaking and within 
the limits of their special Act, accidentally caused a piece of 
concrete to fly up and break a window in a neighbouring 
house: Held, that the company was liable for the damage so 
done {Hornby v. Liverpool United Gas Co. [1883], 47 J, P. 
231). 

Waiver of right of compttuation or to object. — Under the 
powers of an Act of 1819 a water company, in 1821, opened a 
track and laid a pipe for the supply of water from the 
Crawley Spring to the City of Edinburgh, a portion of which 
pipe passed through the lands of Penlland and Straiton. In 
1898 the Edinburgh and District Water Trustees (who had 
succeeded to the pow'ers of water company) commenced an 
action against the owners of Straiton and the tenants of the 
minerals in Pentland to have it declared that they were en¬ 
titled to support for their pipe, and that defenders were not 
entitled so to work the minerals as to injure or to bring down 
the pipe, and for interdict. For the defenders it w’as eonten- 
ded that there was no right of support under the Act of 1819 
or at common law. The court of session decided (1) that, the 
Act of 1819 on a sound construction of it, contained clauses 
under which the owners of lands in whose ground the pipe 
was laid were entitle<i to claim for any compensation for 
any injury thereby occasioned to them; (2) that after the 
lapse of seventy years from th(*. date when the pijH? was laid 
it must be assumed, either that compensation had been paid 
or that the right thereby had been waived and (3) (following 
([..and WW. Rail. Co. Evans, [1893] 1 Ch 16) that the 
statutory’ right to lay the pij)e c.arried with it a right of 
support for the pipes and intenliet wa.s granted {Clippens Oil 
Co, Ltd. V. Edinburqh and District IVater [1900], 3 

Fraser. 156 affirmed H. L. [1904] A. C. 64). 

For further notes .rcf? .Michael and Wills on “ Gas and 
Water,” 7ih Edition, pp. 157 162 & 172, 193. 

Extenuon of water-supply scheme competent.— in carrying 
out a system of water supply, extension.s, a<lditions and alte¬ 
rations can Ik' tlone to meet new exigencies, and the argu¬ 
ment that once a scheme, of w-ater-supply has been determined 
on by a committee it may carry out that scheme but it can 
never afterwards do anything in the way of extensions, can¬ 
not command ai'ceptance. 1930 fjah. 5‘26; .31 P. L. R. 196; 122 
I. 0.495. 

The exercise of powers does not amoimt to acqoidtioB 
of Iwid.— Under the corresponding sections of the Metro- 
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polia Management Acts, it was h«ld that a gewer might be 
made, aubject to compensation being paid, without actually 
taking lands under tne provisions of those Acts which 
enable lands to be taken, North London Rail. Co. v. Metro¬ 
politan Board of Works, (lS59j 28 L, J. Ch. 909 ; 23 ,7. P. 
515, Hughes v. Metropolitan Board of Works, (l86l) 2.') J. P. 
675; 4 h. T. 318; and the same view has been taken of the 
corresponding sections of the Public Health (Scotland) Act 
Caledonian Rail. Co. v. Perth District Committee, (l90l) 
3 P. 1029. Where a local auth >nty, having power under a 
local Act to erect and maintain electric cable standards “ on, 
in, over or under any street or road.” erected such a stand¬ 
ard in the pavement, it was held that their act, although the 
standard was sunk in the soil to a considerable depth, did 
not amount to a “ taking of land.” Escott v. Neivport Cor¬ 
poration, (1D04) 2 K 11. 369; 63 d. P. 135. Pnder an 
earlier Act. the surveyor of a local board having reported 
that it was necessary to make a sewer through N’s lands, 
the necessary steps were taken and authority givtui to the 
surveyor. N otetrueted the surveyor; and, being summoned 
Ijefore justices for so doing, contended that proee<*dings ought 
first to have been taken to acquire the land under the Lands 
Clauses Act. It was held that this was no answer to the 
summons, as the land need not hav'e l.x‘en so acquire<l iK'fore 
the sewer was laid in it. Thornton v. Nutter (lt<67) 31 d. P. 
419. “ It is said that inde|M!ndently of this sf'ction they (the 
authority) have power to purchase 1a?)d. and that what they 
are doing is injuring Ihe jdaintifTs to such an extent, that it 
is equivalent to taking the whoU* of the land. Well, if what 
is done is eijuivalent to taking the whole of the land, the 
plaintiffs will get compensation for the whole of the land”; 
per dessel, M. K., in Roderick V. Aston L. B.. p. 4GS, ante. 

Avoidable nuisance, must liot be causetl. .Vlthoiigh the 
remt'dy of a ]x‘rson, who sustains damage by the, laying of 
sewers and other cnmmunicalions in his land.s, is t^i claim com¬ 
pensation under this .section, yet a committee is liable in 
damages to any |>erson who sustains injury by rea.son of its 
negligence in laying these things. Similai-Iy llu* committee 
will 1)0 liable for the negligence of their «*.ontractor in laying 
a sewer. “ The distinction is clearly established l)etween 
damage from w<’>rks avitliorized by statutes, whei*e the party 
generally is to have compensation and the authority is a bar 
to an action, and damage by reason of the \mrk Ijeing 
negligently done, as to which the owner’s remedy by action 
remains”: per Crompton, J., in Brine v. G W. Rail Co., (1862) 

2 B. and S. 402,411; 26 d. P. 516. This distinction was allowed 
in Clothier Y, Webster, {l862) 6 L. T. 401. where the Court 
held that if damage was caused by the negligent laying of a 
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a sewer, the owner of the property damaged might bring his 
action, and was not put to his daim for compensation. For 
a case where a local authority were held liable in respect of 
the negligent filling in of a trench in which a sewer had been 
laid, See Cox V. Paddington Vestry, (1891) 64 L. T. 568. 

PreMimptiim that the ntttnidpalitjr acted tiBda* SectioB 
132.— Plaintiff alleged that a channel was orginally eonstroc» 
ted by municipality to carry water to Durgiana temple with 
his consent, but the water was no longer being carried and 
had become blocked and w'as creating nuisance. In a suit 
for a perpetual injunction to abate the nuisance caused by 
water running in the municipal channel being blocked, in 
the absence of any proof as to w'hen, if ever, any license or 
grant was made by the plaintiff, it is sufficient to assume 
that the municipality acted without protest on the part 
of the plaintiff under the provisions of S. 132. 

The municipal committee are not entitled under any 
law to keep open as a channel or as a pit passing through 
another person’s land something which is not used by way 
of drainage or sew’erage. These are the only relevant pur¬ 
poses w’hich are mentioned in S. 132 and in the ateence of 
these, a person whose property is damaged by accumulation 
of w'ater, is entitled to an injunction against the municipal 
committee ordering them to close the opening passing under 
bis house. IP.SS Lah. 1003. 

Compemation.— For further Notes see comments under 
S. 224 of this Act and Lumley’s ** Public Health,” 10th 
Edition, pp. 59- 61. 

Nubaoce. —The wonl is not defined in the Act, it must 
have the»"efore its ordinar\ meaning—anything offensive or 
injurious. 

133. In the event of any cable, wire, pipe, drain, sewer or 
channel being laid or carried above the snitFace of any land or 
through, over or up the side of any building, such cable, wire, 
pipe, drain, sewer or channel, as the case may be, shall be to laid 
or carried as to interfere as little as possible with rights of the 
owner or occupier to the due enjoyment of such land or building, 
and reasonable compensation shall be paid m respect of any sub¬ 
stantial interference with any such right to such enjoyment. 

Notes. 

S. 120-B nf Uie u!d Act. 

Analogous Law: — 

S. 287, Bengal .Municipal .\ct, ; pal .\cl, 1922. 

XV of 1932 . 11Central Provinces .Munici- 

S. .301, Behai' and ()ris.s,i Mnnici- i pil .\c1. 1922- 
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Where a pipe is laid in a private house of any person that 
pipe does not tecome the private property of the committee 
under this section. 1926 Oudh 396, 93 1. C. 856. 

134. Except ill cates to which Sections 203 and 205 {c) 
n relate the committee shall cause not less than fourteen days' 

w^ce in writing to be given to the owner or occiqsio' before 
csnammcing any operations under Section 132. 

Notes. 

S. l‘20-(^ of the old Act. 

i S. 302, Behar and Orissa Muni- 
Aualogous Law: - ci})al Act, 1922. 

S 288, Bengal Municipal .\ct, S.ll3,rentralProvincesMunici* 
XV of 1932. I ijal Act. 1922. 

The notice under Ss. 132 and 13d should not be of less 
than fourteen days. Where, however, on inspection of drains, 
etc., under S. ^03 or on insjjcction of telephonic and other 
installation under S. 205 (c) it is found necessary to (tarry out 
any works under Ss. 132 and 133, then the necessity of 14 
days’ notice may be dispensed with. 

Executive Officers Act. - The duty imposed uixtn the com¬ 
mittees under this section shall not be performed by committees 
but may be performed by the executive officers in municipali¬ 
ties to which the IQxeeutive Officers .\ct, has been extended. 

Connection 13S. (1) No person sball, without the permission of the 

t^ committee, at any time mdse, or cause to be made, any connec- 

ide without tion Of Communication with any cable, wire, pipe, ferrule, drain, 
mmitt^ sewer or channel constructed or maintained by <w vested in the 
' * c(»nmittee, for any purpose whatsoever. 

(2) Any person acting in contravention of the terms of sob> 
section (I) shall be punishable yrith a fine not exceeding fifty 
rupcas. 

Notes. 

S. 120-D of the old Act. 

This s^tion has been amendtid by Act IT of 1913, The 
sectioii, ^ it stood before the amendment, did not provide 
any punishment, for making the connections without per¬ 
mission. The wortl « ferrule ” ha.s also Ixten added. 
Analogous Law :— 

S. 272, Bengal Municifyal Act, | S. 266-7, Calcntta (’ity Municipal 
X\’of 1932. Act. [II of 1923.' 

Ss. 224 & 303, Behar and Oris.sa S*;. 114 & 18’>, (Vutral Peovinett-s 
Municipal Act, 1922. Municipal Act, TI of 1922. 

S. 131, Bombay Municipal j S.^. 178 (1) & 191, .Madras Citv 
Boroughs Act, 1925. j Municipal Act, 1910. 

S. 102, Bombay Municipal Act, S.^ 139 & 151, Madras District 
Til of 1901. ' Muiiicii>al Act, V of 1920. 

S. 228, Bomitay Oily Municiial S. I'Ji, n. p. Municipalities Act, 
m of 1888. 1910 . 
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Executive Officers Act— The powers conferred upon the 
committees under this section shall not be exercised by 
committees but may be exercised by the executive oflScers i,n 
municipalities to which the Executive Officers Act has been 
extended. 

Comments. —It would appear that the owners of houses 
have no absolute right of connecting the drains with municipal 
drains or sewers, and if the committees refuse such permission 
on sufficient grounds, the owners would have no remedy. The 
committee may justly refuse permission to connect a drain 
carrying sewage or faecal matter with a drain constructed 
to carry rain or surface water. 

When committee once permit connection, it cannot 
subsequently stop it. Clet/g V. Castleford, L. B., IV. M. (1874) 
229. 


The provisions of S. 91, Evidence x\ct are not applicable 
to permission granted by the municipality under S. 135 for 
connecting the private drain with the municipal drain. 

Where P sues D claiming injunction against him to res¬ 
train him from discharging filthy and waste water from his 
house into a kacha drain passing in front of P’s house, he is 
not entitled to the relief claimed where D uses the kacha 
drain belonging to the municipality with its permission and 
the nuisance is due mainly to the contributory negUgence of 
the municipal committee in not making a pacca drain or 
asking P to do it in front of his house or at least in not 
cleaning the existing one with the results that the water 
flowing into it stagnated in front of P’s house. Cf. 1930 Nag. 
130, 120 I. C. 221. 


turn m 
made 
require* 
the CO 
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Notes. 

S. 120.E of the old Act. 

The section has been amended by Act 11 of 1923, and 
the section is now made applicable to all municipalities with¬ 
out special extension. 


136. The committee may, at any time, establish any con¬ 
nection or communication from any water main, diain or sewer 
to any premises, or may by notice require the owner of any such 
premises to establish any such connection or commonicatum, in 
such manner and mthin such time as the committee, by notice m 
that bdialf, may prescribe, at the cost of such oamer or occupier. 
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t^alagous Law :— i 

Ss. 272 & 2S9, Bengal Muuiciml i 
Act, XV of 1932. 

Ss. 303 & 304, Behar and Orissa 
Municipal Act. 1922. 


S. 102, Itombav District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1901. 

Ss. 110 & 248, Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 192, C. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


Establish comiection. — If the land intervening between 
tiie owner’s drain and the committee’s drain does not telong 
to the owner, the committee cannot ask t he owner to estab¬ 
lish the connection. 


Principles governing interference by courts. — Although 
under the powers given by the legislature a local body may 
act perfectly boua fide and intra vires in issuing a certain 
order, still if that orvler in.)uriously affects the rights of any 
person the latter can undoubtedly app.'al to the civil courts 
for protection, and to that protection he will be entitled if he 
can prove that the order in question was made wantonly or 
without any reasonable justification. Therefore where a 
municipal committee, at the instance of a discontented neigh¬ 
bour, issued a notice under S. 120-E of Act, XX of 1891, 
(=S, 136 of the present Act), directing the plaintiff to 
close his old drain and to make a new drain in its place, along 
a different alignment, without any proper enquiry as to whe¬ 
ther the existing drain was a menace to the health of the 
people surrounding it or the general public : 

Held, that the civil court should under such circum¬ 
stances interfere by injunction to restrain the committee 
from carrying out its order which was inecjuitablo and pre¬ 
tended to proceed on an alleged <langer to healtlj which was 
in no way proved: P. R. 58 of 19-h'. In the course of the 
judgment the Honourable. Judge observed, “ A court is bound 
in all these cases to see whether the discretionary powers 
vested in local authoritie.s have l)een, in any particular case, 
exercised bona fide and reasonably I do not mean to say 
that the court is to overrule the orders of the loc.al author¬ 
ity simply because it may itself <*onsider that the order 
impugned was unneces,sary nr open to ol)jectinn. That is not 
the true test. Before a court is justified in interfering it 
must find the order in question was given mala fide, or that 
it was ultra vires or oppressive, wanton or altogether unreason¬ 
able. Very wide powers are given by the legislature to local 
authorities and with the exercise of these powers, if exercised 
reasonably, the courts rightly refuse to interfere. But if in 
any case the person aggrieved thereby can satisfy the court 
that the order was one for which thei*e is on the record no 
justification whatever, I think that it is alike the right and the 
duty of the civil court to interpose its authority to prevent 
the local body from abusing the powers conferred upon it" 
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137. Tbe eonmiittce masr prescribe the sue of the ferrules 
to Iw used for the supply of gas, and may estaUish meters or 
other igtplianees for the purpose of tesdng the quantity or 
quality of any gas or electricity supplied to the premises of any 
person or to or for the use of any person or business. 

Notes. 

S. 120-P of the old Act. 

Analogous Lanu \— \ 

S. 291, Bengal Municipal Act, i S 306, Behar and Orissa Munici- 
XV of 1932. ; pal Act of 1922. 

138. The ferrules, communication-pipes, connections, 
meters, stand-pipes and all fittings thereon or connected there¬ 
with, leading from mains or service cables, wires, pipes, drains, 
sewers or channels into any house or land, and the wires, pipes, 
fittings aad works inside any such house or within the limits of 
any such land, shall in all cases be executed subject to the inspec¬ 
tion and to the satisfaction of the committee. 

Notes. 

S. 120 G of the old Act. 

Aitaloijous [.aw : — S. '>06, Behar and Orissa Muni¬ 

cipal Act, 1922. 

S.S 291 & 301 of Bengal .\ct, Ifl S. 11.'), Central Provinces Muni- 
of 188t. ' cipal Act of 1922. 

139. The committee may, from time to time, fix tbe 
charges to be made for the establishment by them or through 
their agency of communications from and connections with 
mains or service cables, wires and pipes for the supply of 
lighting, telephonage or gas, and for meters or other appliances 
for testing the quantity or quality thereof supplied, and may 
levy such charges accordingly. 

Notes. 

S. 1.20-H of the old Act. 

Cf. S. 29.> ('f RonRa! Municipal .Act, XV of 193-. 

140. (1) The committee may, by notice, require the owner 

of any building or land in any street to put up and keep in good 
condition proper troughs and pipes for receiving and carrying 
water and sullagc from the building or land and for discharging 
the same so as not to inconvenience persons passing along the 
street. 

(2) For the purpose of efficiently draining any building or 
land the committee may by notice in writing— 

(o) require any court-yard, s^ey or passage between two 
or more buildings to be paved by the owner or part 
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owner of sneli baUdioffs with each materieb and m 
such manner as may be approved by the committee, and 
(b) require such paving to be kept in proper repair. 

Notes. 

S. 12] of the old Act. Clause (2) is new. 

The Amendment Act of 1923 has added the words “ by ” 
the owner or part owner of such buildings ” and the words 
“ the Committee ” have been substituted for “ them ” betw’een 
by '' and “ and.” 

Analogous Law :— I 

S. 239, Bengal Municipal Act, ! S. 189, Cantonment Act, 11 of 
XV of 1932. i 1924. 

S. 183, Behar and Oris'^a Miinici- 1=1.10.'), Central Province.s Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. pal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 144, Bombay Municipal S. 1S3, Madras City .Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. • Act, 1919 

S. 114, Bombay Di.strict Munici-! S. 166 (iC, Madras District Muni- 
pal Act, III of 1901. ' cipal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 129 & 130, Burma Municipal S 216, U. P- .Municif)alitie.s .ict. 
Act, in of 1898. 1916. 

Recent changes. -By S, 45 of the Punjab Amendment Act 
the words in italics have been added wliile the word " tlie ” 
before water has been omitted. 

Executive Officers Act.— The power conferred upon the 
committees under sub-section (1) of this section shall not be 
exercised by committees but may be exercised by the executive 
officers in municipalities to which the Executive Officers Act 
has been extended. 

Jurisdiction of Civil Court.— Where })laintiffs were found 
not to have complied with the notices sent by the municipal 
committee to pave the yard with bricks so as to make it 
sanitary and thereafter the municipal committee itself paved 
it with bricks and .sent bill of eo.sts to the plaintiffs: Held, 
that the action of the municipal committee wa.s perfectly legal 
within its powers and that no suit lies against it for this 
action. 1923 All. 371, 75 T. 0. 607. 

Public health. 

Information 
to be jjiven 
of cholera, 
small- pox, 

^tc 


141. Whoever,— 

(a) being a medical practitioner or a person openly and 
constantly practising the medical profession, and in 
the course of such practice becoming cognizant of the 
mtistence of any infectious disease in any dwelling 
other than a public hospital; or, in default of such 
medical practitioner or peraon practising tiie medical 
professkHi, 
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{b) being the owner or occiqiier of each dwelling and 
beuig cognizant of the ezistence of any nicli disease 
therein ; or, in defoult of such owner or occupier, 

(c) being the person in charge of, or' in attendance on, 
any person suffering from any such disease in su^ 
dwelling, and being cognizant of the existence of the 
disease therein, 

fails forthwith to give information or knowingly gives false 
information to the Medical Officer of Health or to any 
other officer to whom the committee may require information 
to be given, respecting the existence of such disease, shall be 
punuhable with fine which may extend to fifty rupees: 

Provided that a person not required to give information m 
the first instance, but only in defaidt of some other person, 
shall not be punishable if it be shown that he had rensonable 
cause to suppose that the information had been, or would be, 
duly given. 

Notes. 

S. 139 of the old Act with slight altei-ation. 

The w>rd3 “ any infectious disease ’* have been sub- 
^ for the words cholera and small pf)x.*' 

The section was amended by Act II of 1923. Before the 
^g^,p^dment no time was fixed for giving the notice. The 
Notice is now to be given forthwith. 

Rcr^ent changes.— The words in italics have been added 
V S. of the Punjab Amendment Act, Ill of 1933. 

Attmioyous Lave : — ... .... 

S. 377, Bengal Municipal Act, , S. 43u, Calcutta City Municipal 

XV of 1932. ■ ‘ Act, 111 of 1923'. ' 

Ss. 61 (1) il), 179 (2) (a , , 150, Cantonment Act, II of 

Bombay Municipal Bortnigh.'! 1924. 

Act, 1925. I S. 212, Central Provinces Muni- 

Ss 48 ih) &144, Bombay Di.'^trict ; cipal Act, II of 1922. 

Municipal Act, III of 1901. S'. 330. Madra.''' City Municipal 

S. 421, Bonilviy (^ity Municij)al .\ct, 1919. 

Act, til of *1888. S. 279. U. P. Mtinicipaliiies Act, 

S. 137-.f, Burma Municii)al Act. 1916. 

Ill of 1898. 269, Indian Penal Code. 

Infectious disease. —Sec S. 3 (7) for definition. 

A person openly and constantly practising the medical pro¬ 

fession. -These words will include Hakims and Vaids also. 

Comments.— The persons, on whom the obligation is laid, 
are (1) medical practitioners, (2) owners or occupiers and (3) 
ptmsons in charge of or in attendance over- the patient. A 
notice by one of these persons will avail for all enumerated 
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later in the above list but apparently not for any enumerated 
earlier. Thus a notice given by a medical practitioner will 
r*ender it unnecessary for owners or occupiers or for the 
person in attendance to give the notice, but a notice given by 
the person in attendance will not absolve the medical prac¬ 
titioner or the owner or occupier from the cojisequences of 
failure to give the notice. 

Where more than one medical practitioner is attending 
the patient, each is bound to give the notice. 

142. (1) In any municipality to which this section may 

at any time be extended by the local Government, when any 
person suffering from any infectious diseases is found to be 

(а) without proper lodging or accommodation^ or 

(б) living in a sarai, hotel, boardituj house or other 

public hostel, or 

{c) living in a room or house which he neither owns 
nor pays rent for, nor occupies as the finest or relative 
of any person zaho owns or pays rent for it, or 

(d) lodged in premises occupied by members of two or 
more families and any of such occupiers objects to 
his continuing to lodge in such premises, 

the committee, by any person authorized by it in this bshalf, 
may, on the advice of any medical officer of rank not infetjor to 
that of an assistant surgeon, remove the patient to any hospita* 
or place at which persons suffering from such dise^es n^e 
received for medical treatment, and may do anything i\ecessaiy 
for such removal. 

(2) The committee shall, if required by the local Govern¬ 
ment orect an infectious diseases hospital of such type and 
dimensions as the local Government shall deem expedient. 

Notes. 

S. 140 of the old Act, with thi.s alteration that the 
words “ infectious disease ” are used instead of the words 
“small-pox and cholera.” 

Extension.— This section or tlie corresponding sectioti 
of the previous Municipal Act has been extended to the 
following municipalities:— 

Ambala—P. G. Notn. No. 765, dated Gth June 1892. 

Amritsar—P, G. Notn, No. 479, dated 30th Juno 1913. 

Hoshiarpur [except clause (c/)]—.No. 78, dated 23r(i Peb 
ruary 1893. 

Dalhouisie—P. G. Notn. No. 5<S3, <lated 2nd Novenilx'r 

1912. 
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XSoiFOr^P. G. Notn. No. 3184, dated 30th August.X924. 

Jhang—P. G. Notn. No. 403, dated 30th Sept^ber 1802. 

Jhelum—P G. Notn. No. 383, dated 26lh July 1912. 

Karnal—P. G. Notn. No. 561, dated ]2th August 1913. 

Lahore—P. G. Notn. No 188, dated 26th April 1802. 

Lyallpnr—P. G. Notn. No. 26023, dated i:lst November 
1924. 

Multan - P. G. Notn. No. 5660. dated 12th March 1918. 

Murree- P. G. Notn. No. 370, dated 17th August 1893. 

Rawalpindi—P.G. Notn. No. 575, dated 1st December 1892. 

Sargodha -P. G. Notn. No. 600, dated 4th October 1915. 

. Sialkot P G. Notn. No 287, dated 22nd June 189J. 

Simla—P. G. Notn. No. 632, dated 4th November 1911. 

Wazirabad - P. G. Notn. No. 14435, dated 20th May 1924. 

Executive OSicert Act. —The powers conferred upon the 
committees under this section shall not be exercised by 
committees but may be exercised by the executive officers 
in municipalities to which the Executive Oilicers Act has been 
extended. 

Recent changes. —S. 47 of the Pun.iab .Municipal Act has 
made the following changes:— 

(1) In sub-elauso (a) of clause 1 the words “hotel, 
boarding house ’* have been added. 

(2) In sub-clause (r) the words in italics have been 
inserted. 


(31 Clause 2 has been added. Under clause 2 newly 
added Uie Government can make it compulsory for the 
municipal committee to erect an infections diseases hospital. 


Miuiicipal Act, 


Analogous Lati 
S. 378, Bengal 
XV of 1932. 

S. 265, Behar and Orissa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, l')22. _ _ 

S. 179 -) ("). Bombay Mnnici 
pal Boroughs Act. 1925. 

S. 144 (2' ('0- Bombay District 
Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

S. 424, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, HI of 1888. 

S 137-L. Burma Municipal Act, 
m of 1898. 


8. 43.'^, C alcutta City Municiiial 
Act, Ill of 1923. 

S. 250, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 11 of 1922. . 

8. 333, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

B. 294, Madras District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 280, U. P. Municipalities 
Act, 1916 

English Law :— 

Sa. 124 & 131, Public Health Act, 
1875. 


Delegation. —Powers under this section can be delegated 
under sub-clauses (o) and (ft) of section 33. 

Scope of the section.— This section aims at the prevention 
of the spread of infectious diseases. 


-f -— 
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•" il«Mtlaiiee or obstnictiwi lo ranove.-^No provision is 
made for persons obstructing the removal. S. 221 would 
seem to be applicable or S. I8d, I. P. C. 

Cf. S. 269, I. P. G., under which persons suffering 
from dangerous diseases are punishable, if they act in such 
a manner as to spread the infection. 

Where the father of a boy suffering from small-pox 
was directed by the Health Officer to remove him to an 
Isolation Hospital and the father instead took him to an 
isolated house: //eW, the disobedience did not amount to 
an offence under S 269, I. P. C. 5;i I. 0. 689. 

Advice of Medical Officer,— This cannot be questioned by 
courts. In Booker v. Taylor, (lbS2) Times, November 21st, 
an order was made for the removal of a child under this 
section. The mother resisted the removal, and was summoned 
for so doing. At the hearing the magistrates, considering 
the order to be invalid, declined to convict. It was held that 
they had no right to go behind the order and examine its 
validity ; and that they were bound to convict if there had 
been obstruction. This decision was followed in R. v. Davey, 
ex parte Bishop, (1899 ) 2 Q. B. 301 ; 63 J. P. 515. 

Without proper lodging. —The fact that a scarlet fever 
patient is lodged in the parlour of a four-roomed house, the 
other three rooms being occupied by the rest of the family, 
is in itself sufficient evidence that he is without proper 
lodging or accommodation to justify an order under this 
.section, for although it provides primarily for the protection 
of the jatient, it is also directed to the protection of other 
persons. Warwick v. Graham, (1899) 2 Q, B. 191 ; 63 J. P. 
599. 


143* If the committee is of opinion thet the deeming or 
disinfecting of a building or any part thereof, or of any article 
therdn, which is likely to retain infection, will tend to prevent 
or check the spread of any disease, it may, by notice, require the 
owner or occupier to cleanse or disinfect the same or to 
destroy such article in the manner and irithin the time prescribed 
in such notice. 


Notes. 

This section is new and has been taken from Madras 
District Mtinieipalitios Act. IV'^ of 1884. 

The powers are imly discretioimry and not obligatory as 
in S. 120 of Public Health Act. lvS7.1. Failure to comply 
with the notice is punishable under S. 219. 
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R«B4mir words in itaHee were added by S. 

48-of tbe^.Pnniab Amendraerat Act, HI 1933> 

Analogous Law .— 

8 37S, Ben^ Municiml Act. S, 161, Oaotoament Act, TI of 
:XV«>M932.- 1 1924. 

S 266, Behar and Orissa Muni- l’4l. Central Pro\'ince.s Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. i ci|jal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 179 (2) (c), Bombay Munici- S. 334. Madras City Municipal 
pal Boroughs Act, 192o • Act, 1919. 

S. 144 (2) (e), Bombay District , S. 290, Madras District Miinici- 
Miinicipal Act, III of 11)01 1 pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 423, Bombay Citv Municipal I S. 277, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
Act, m of 1888. * 1916. 

S 137-0, Burma Municipal Act, English Law .— 

m of 1898. S. 1- 0. Public Health Act, 

S. 439, Calcutta City Municipal 1875. 

Act. m of 1923 I 

Executive Officers Act. —The powers eonfirred upon the 
committees under this section shall not be exercised by com¬ 
mittees but may be exercised by the executive officera in 
municipalities to which the Elxecutive Officers Act has been 
extended. 

Commetits —The present section does not authorise an 
authority to make any charge for the vcork of destroying 
infected articles when they act on their ow’n initiative; but 
where an authority performed such work at the owner’s 
request, the authority would probably be held to be entitled 
to recover any reasonable expenses incurred by them. 

A medical officer of health has no powder, virtute ojgidi to 
order the destruction of infected clothing except, perhaps, in 
eases of great urgency {Garlick v. Knottingley U. D. C. [19041 
63 J. P. 494; - L. G R. 13151. It was suggested in the last 
mentioned case that, under exceptional circumstances calling 
for prompt action, the medical officer might be justitied in 
acting upon his own initiative, and one of the learned judges 
expressed the opinion that in any case an authority might 
adopt and ratify his act so as to render it for all purposes 
their own. 

It will be observed that the word may ” is used, but it 
would proljably Ih" construed as imposing a duty, and not 
merely as conferring an option (Julius v. Bishop of Oxford), 
(1880>i 5 App. Oas. 214 ;'44 .T. P. 600. ' 

Deleextipn.—Powers undetthis section cap. be delegated 
vide S. 33 (1) (o)”and (b). 

Notice. - This should be given by the committ^ 
and not by an officer upon his own initiation. A notice given 
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by the officer could apparently not be ratified so as to support 
a prosecution for non-compliance, St Leonard, Shoreditch v. 
Holmes, (1885) 50 J. P. 132. 

Owner or occupier.— The committee may select either the 
owner or occupier but the owner will often be unable to 
execute the direction and this should be considered before it 
is decided to serve the notice on him. Where the house is 
occupied, it will be safer to direct the occupier. Lumley^s 
*• Public Health,” 10th Edition, p. 242. 

144. Every person knowingly letting a house or other 
biiililiiig or part of a house or building in which any person has 
been suffering from mi infectious disease, without having such 
house or other building or part thereof and all articles therein 
liable to retain infection disinfected to the satisfaction of the 
committee, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding two 
hnndred rupees. 

For the purpose of this section a hotel or lodging«house- 
keeper dball be deemed to let part of bis house to any person 
admitted as a guest into his hotel or lodging-house. 

Notes. 

This section was newly introduced in the Act. 

Analogous Law :— ' 

S 381, Bengal Municipal Act, ; S. 164, Cantonment Act, II of 
XV of 1932. i >924. 

S. 144 (i), Bombay District ' S 340, Madras City Municipal 
Municipal Act, nr of 1901 . Act. 1919. 

S 433, Bombay City Municipal Ss. 292 & 297, Madras District 
Act, III of *1888 Mnnic.ipjtl Act, V of 1920. 

S 441, Calcutta City Municipal English (mw — 

Act, TIT of 1923 S 128, Public Health Act. 1876. 

Delegation. —Powers under this section can be delegated 
to Medical Officer of Health under S. ,33 (1) (h). 

145. The committee may and when the local Govern¬ 
ment so directs shall— 

(а) provide proper places, with all necessary attendnnb 
and apparatus, for the disinfection of conveyances, 
clothing, bedding or other articles which have been 
exposed to infection, and 

(б) cause conveyances, clothing or other articles broudht 
for dinnfection to be disinfected free of charge or 
sdhject to web charges at may be approved by it, 
and 
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(c) direct any clotluiis,.beddtag or other articles Idcely 
to retain infection to be dinafected or destroyed, and 
shall ffive compensation for any article destroyed 
and«r this sttb>sectioa. 

Notes. 

This section is new. 

The section has further been amended by Act II of ] 923. 
Extension of the Act is not now necessary. The Govern¬ 
ment has now also power to make the duties of the com¬ 
mittees under the section obligatory. 

Analogous Law'. — Municipal Act, TII of 1923. 

S 3S2, Bengal Municipal Act. Sa. 157 S & 166, Cantonment Act, 

XV of 1' J2. It of 1924. 

S 267, Beharand Oriasa Muni- S. 13 .Central Provinces Muni 
cipal Act, 9 '2 cidal Act II of 19^2. 

S i;9 ( ) ig), Bombay Munici- S. 336, Madras City Municipal 
pal Borotigh.s Act, 1926 Act, 191'). 

S 144 <f), Bombay District S. 291, Madras District Munici- 

Municipal Act, III of 1901 j pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 427, Bombay City Municijml j English Law. — 

Act, III of 1888 a-s. 121-123, Public Health Act, 

Ss. 442 & 445, Calcutta City ' lh75. 

Executive Officsrs Act. —The duty imposed upon the com¬ 
mittees under clauses {b) and (c) of this section shall not be 
performed by committees but may be performed by the 
executive officers in municipalities to which the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended. 

Delegation. —P<iwers under clauses (b) and (c) can be 
delegated under S. 3 J (1) (a) and (5). 

146. Whoever, while suffering from an infectious, con- Acts 
tagious, or loathsome disorder, s u ff e 

Ca) makss or offs.-s for sale any article of food or drink from 
for human consumption or any medicine or drug, or 
(bj wilfully touches any such article, medicine or drug, 
when exposed for sale by others, or 
(cj takes any part in the business of washing or carrying 
soiled clothes, 

shall be pnnishable with fine which may extend to twenty 
rupees. 

Analogous Law : - ( S. 337, Madras City Municipal 

S. 384, Bengal District Munici- Act, 1919. 

pal Act, XV of 1932. j S. 295, .Madras District Munici- 

S 137-.M, Burma Municipal .Act, pal Act, V of 1920. 

Ill of 1898. S. 281, U.P. Municipalities Act. 

S. 167, Cantonment Act, II of 1916. 

1924 English Law :— 

S. 213, Central Provinces Muni- S. 126, Public Health Act, 1875. 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 
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' LoAtfasome disease.— Leprosy will be such a disease. 

147. Whoever keeps any swine or other animals in dis¬ 
regard of any curders which the committee may give to pre- 
vcmt them from becoming a nuisance, or so as to be iajurious to 
the health of the inhabitants or of animals shall be punishable 
with fine which may extend to twenty rupees, and to fifty 
rupees for every such subsequent offmiee. 

Notes. 

S, 157 of the old Act. 

Recent changes. —S. 4') of the Punjab Municipal Act, III 
of 1933, has substituted the above section for the old section. 
The punishment has been altered, besides verbal changes 
effected. 

Analogous Law: -- I 

S. 265, Bengal District Muaici- j cipal Act, 11 of 1922. 

pal Act, 1834. S. 230 (a) (b), Madras City 

S. 374, Bengal Municipal Act, i Municipal Act, 1919 

XV of 1932. i S. 240, Madras District Munici- 

S. 3s4. Bombay City Municipal ’ pal Act, V of 1920. 

Act, III of 1883. : English Law: — 

S. 211, Central Provinces Muni- S. 47, Public Health Act, 1875. 

Keepiag. —.4 local authority prohibited keeping of swine 
within lifty yards of a dwelling-house. The accused in the 
course of Kis business, on receiving order for pigs, used to 
bring them into the municipal area within fifty yards of a 
dwelling-house in the morning and keep them there till 
the evening, when they were sent off outside the municipal 
area; the pigs were n)t fed at the premises nor allowed to 
remain there at night: it was held that there was nevertheless 
a** keeping ’* of the swine within fifty yards of the dwelling- 
house contrary to the orders of the local authority. Cf. 
Steers v. Manloitf (18,13) 57 J. P. 5S4. 

Keeping of swine. — Keeping of swine is a nuisance at 
common law. A bye law under S. 188 (h) may regulate 
pigstyes. So far as keeping of swine is concerned, it is 
not necessary to prove that the keeping is injurious to 
health. Banbury San, Authority V. Page, (1881 ) 8 Q. B. D. 97. 

See also Notes under S. 109. 

148 . Whoever feedi or {allows to be fed any animel 
which is kept for dairy pttrpos^s or may be used for- food 
on deleterious substances, filth or refuse of any kind, shall 
be pqnidiable unth fine which may extend to fifty rupees- 

Notes. 


S. 158 of the old Act 
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Anal6§ous Law '.— 

S. 170. Bombay Municipal S. 209, Central Provinces Muai* 
Boroughs Act, 19io. cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 137-A, Bombay District Muni- S. 280 (c), Madras City Munici- 
cipal Act, III of 19i)l. pal Act, 1919. *- 

S. 884, Bombay City Municipal S. 239, Madras District Munici- 
Act, III of 1888 . pal Act, V of 192U. 

S 169, Cantonment Act, II of S. 242, United Province.'? Munici- 
1924. palities Act 1916 , . 

149. Should the committee, on the report of the medkdi Frohi: 
officer of health, confer that the water in any well, tank or 
other place is likely, if used for drinking, to engender or . cause whokso 
the spread of any dangerous disease, it may— water 

(a) by public notice prohibit the removal or use of such 
water for drinking I 

{b) by notice require the owner or person having contrtd 
of such well, tank or place to take such steps as may 
be specified in the notice to prevent the public from 
having access to or using such water; or 
(c) take such steps as it may, on the advice of the medh> 
cal officer of health, consider expedient to prevent 
the danger or spread of any such disease. 

Notes. 

S. 141 of the old Act. Clauses (6) and (c) are new. 

The section has been amended by Act, II of 1923 by substi¬ 
tuting " medical officer of health ” for “ ciidl surgeon or 
health officer.’' 

Executive Officers Act.—The powers conferred upon the 
committees under this section shall not be exercised by 
committees but may be exercised by the executive officers in 
tnuoiapalities to which the Ehceeutive Officers Act has been 
extended. 

Analogous Law: — 

•S. 199 A. Flengal District Miinici- ' 369 & 437, Calcutta City 

• Act, lb84 Municipal Act, III of 1923. 

S. 35Bengal Municipal'Act,'j-S'? 169, Cantonment Act. 11-of 
XV of 1912. ' 1924. 

Ss. 229 & 230, Behar and Orissa ' 129. Central Provinces Muni- 

Municipal Act, 1922. cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 179 (2) (c), Bombay Munici- S.265, Madras City Municipal 
pal Boroughs Act, 1925. Act, 1919. 

Ss. 120 & 144 (2) tc), Bombay * Ss. 226 ( 2) & 293, Madras District 
District Munici][al Act, III of -1 Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

, 1901. j Ss. 225 (2) & 226, U. P. Munici; 

S. 423> Bombay City Municipal palities Act, 1916. 

Act, Illpf 1S88. English Law:— 

S. 136, Burma Municipal Act, S. 70, Public Health Act, 1875.' 
m of 1898. ... . 
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Failure to comply with a notice under clauses Wd 
(i) will be punisliable-underS. 2l9. 

When the well is a public well, presumably the committee 
will itself have to take steps under the section to prevent the 
public from having access to it. In such a case action 
under clause (o) suffice. 

ISO. (1) Whoever tells, to the prejudice of any pur* 
chaser any article of food or drink which is not of the nature, 
substance or quality of the article denumded by such purchaser, 
shell be punishable with fine which may extend to one hundred 
rupees: 

Provided that an offence shall not be deemed to be 
committed under this section in the following cases, that is 
to say— 

(a) where any matter or ingredient not injurious to health 
has been ndded to food or drink in order to the 
production or picparation of the same as an art.cle 
of commerce in.a state fit for carriage or consump¬ 
tion, and not fraudulently to increase the bulk, 
weight or measure or conceal the inferior quality 
thereof; 

(ir) where food or drink is unavoidably mixed with 
some extraneous matter in the process of collection 
or preparation. 

(2) In any prosecution under this section it shall be no 
defence to sdltge that the vendor was ignor<.nt of the nature, 
substance or quality of the atUcle sold by him, or that the 
purchaser, having bought such article only for analysis, was not 
prejudiced by the sale: 

Provided that this section shall not apply to those ureas 
to which the locsd Government has directed or may direct 
that the Punjab Pure Food Act, 1929, shall apply. 

Notes. 

S. 137-A of the old Act. Provisos to sub-elausea (2) 
(3) and of clause (1) are omitted. 

Proviso to clause (2) of the section was added by 
Amendment Act, II of 1923, and has now been amended by the 
Puiijab Amendment Act, III of 1933, by altering the reference 
to the Punjab Pure Pood Act of 1929, which has repealed 
the Punjab Adulteration of Pood Act, 1919. 



Analogous Law ; — Municipal Act, in of 1923. 

S. 251, Bengal District Munici- I S llB («) IV, V, Cantonment 
pal Act, 1884. 1 Act, III of 1924. 

S. 287, Behar and Orissa Muni- j S. 214, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. cipal Act, II of 1922. „ 

S. 17t> (2) («), Bombay Muni- Ss, 133 & 136, Rangoon City 
cipal Boroughs Act, 1925. Municipal Acf, 1922. 

S. 142, Bombay District Muni- t English Law: — 

cipal Act, in of 1901 S. 2, Food and Drugs Act, 

Ss. 406 & 407 (3), Calcutta City i (Adulteration) 1928. / 

Whoever.— In England it has been held that a limited 
company can be prosecuted under this section for selling 
adulterated articles. See Booth v. Helliwell, (1914) 3 K. 
B. 252. Where a grocer formed himself into a limited 
company of which lie w’as a director, manager, secretary and 
practically the only shareholder, adulterated butter ha%'ing 
teen sold in the shop, the court held that both the company 
and the assistant who actually sold Ihe butter could be prose¬ 
cuted but not the grocer himself. 

Guflty knowledge.— There is no necessity to prove mens 
rea in this section. See clause (2). 

Liability of master for acts of servants. —A master is not 
criminally resp'»nsible the acts of his servants, unless he 
expressly commands or personally co-operates with them or 
unless the criminal liability is imposed by statute upon him 
as regards the acts or omissions of his servants. 

In the ca.ses where a master is held liable for the criminal 
acts of his servants under a statute, the question is whether 
upon the true construction of the statute in question, the 
master is inU'nded to be made criminally liable for the. acts 
oHiis servants doiu' within the saqx' or in the course of 
their employntent. 29 I. C. 325. 

This is one of the class of cases in which the legislature 
has, in effeet. determined that mens rea is not necessary to 
(xmstitute the olTence. 

Where the servant is acting altogether outside the scope 
of his authority, the master is not liable according to deci¬ 
sions of courts' of Scotland. In England the authorities are 
conllicting. Lindsay v. Deinfsler, (t9l2) S. C. (J.) HO; Elder 
V. Bishop Auckland etc., (1917) Il7 L T. 28J and Whittaker V. 
Fershow (1919) 2 K. B. 419. 

Under the corresponding section of (Calcutta Municipal 
Act it has been held that the beneficial owner of the article 
is res|)onsible for its purity. The prohibition has been held 
t<i be positive against the sale of adulterated articles and any 
^)ers()n who is legally responsible for such a sale comes, 
within the words “ no person shall sell.’* 
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A servant, employed by his master to sell any article 
who adulterates it, thereby renders his master liable under 
the section although there is no connivance of the master. 
Non-connivance of the master is no defence, though the entire 
alienee of connivance on his part may, in the discretion of 
the convicting magistrate, be a ground for mitigation of 
penalty. 14 f. C. 205; 39 Cal. 6S-*. Cf. Brown v. Foot, (1892) 
61 L.J. M. C. 110; 66L.T.649. 

See 411. C. 977 where the liability of master for acts of 
servants is fully discussed and the ease law was considered. 

When the Act is beyond the scope of employment and 
when there is mens rea the master is not liable: 13 I. C. 101, 34 
All. 46. See also 34 All. 31;> where under Opium Act master 
W’as held liable for the act of servant selling opium to a boy 
of 14 years against conditions of license. 

Liability of aervant.— A servant can also be convicted 
under this section as the actual seller, Hotchin v. Hind marsh, 
(1891) 2 Q. B. 181; in that ease the servant of a dairy ctmi- 
pany was convicted of selling milk adultei-ated witli water, and 
Lord Coleridge, C J.. said : “In my opinion, a person who 
takes the articles in his hand and performs tlie physical act 
of transferring the adulterated thing to the purchaser is a 
person \^ho sells within this section.’" It should be noted that 
this decision does not prevent the master from being convicted 
as well as the servant. 

Aduterated tnustard oil.— Accused sold mustard oil which 
on analysis w’as found to be adulterated with til oil, and the 
accused was con>ncted under S 49.5 of Bengal Act, III of 
1S99,—corresponding to S. 150 of this Act; Held that 
the adulterated oil not being what is commercially known as 
mustard oil and the adulteration being to the prejudice of 
the purchaser, the accused was rightIv comicted. 30 Cal. 
643 

AdoUeration of ghee. —.As the Bengal (5hee Adulteration 
Act doi?s not lay d twn a standard rai.siug a presumption 
that ghee alleged to lx* adult<*raled is not genuine, and no 
standard having been fixed f<)r the purpjse by any board 
of experts similar to the Butter Commission in England, 
courts of law have to decide (jucstions of adulteration upon 
such evidence as is available in each individual c.ase as 
there is no statutory’ provision,—every case must depend 
upon its own evidence. 47 Cal. 633: 56 f. C. 586. 

Where a certain saniple {)fcommercial ghee” or buffalo 
ghee was found to contain some foreign fat substituted in 
part for genuine ghee; 
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Held, that th« ghee was adulterated within the meaning 
of S, (2), sub-clause (2), of the Bengal Ghee Adulteration 
Act. 5S I. 0. 58(5, 47 Cal. 633. 

Food - Baking powder composed of ingredients some of 
which are injurious to health is not an article of “ food ** 
within the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1875, and a person 
selling the same cannot be convicted under S. 3. “ Pood ” 
comprises articles of food or to be eaten as adjuncts there¬ 
to. James v. Jones, (lb94) I. Q. B. 30t; 42 W. R. 4(10. 

Unadulterated food —S. 150 (1) corresponds to S. 6 of the 
Sale of Pood and Drugs Ael,, lb75. It has been held that S. 6 
is not limited in its application to sales of adulterated articles, 
but that it applied alsi^ ti cases in which the article sold was 
unadulterated but wholly diderent from tliat demanded by 
the purchaser, Knight v. Bozvcrs, (18S5) 14 Q. B, D. 8l5. 

Tincture of opium.— Upon a eon)plaint under S. 6 of the 
Pood and Drugs Act, Isfo. for selling tincture of opium 
which w'as not of the naiure, substance or quality ” of the 
article demanded by the purchaser, it appeared that the drug 
which was s )ld as "tincture of opium by the defendant was 
deficient in opium to the, extent of one-third, and in alcohol 
to the extent of nearly nne-half as compared with the stan 
dard prescribed by the British Pharmacopeia: Held that the 
defendant was liable to be convicted, although the purchaser 
had not specifically asked for tincture of opium prepared 
according to the recipe in the British Pharrnaeopmia. White 
V. Bywater, (]887) l9 Q. B. D. 5::i2. 

The term '• food ” does not include “ drinks ” and there¬ 
fore in the absence of a special inclusion a person exposing 
for sale a>rated waters unwholesome and unfit for human 
consumption does not commit any offence. 

Where the words “ or drink ” are not used, the word 
food alone will not include drinks. Cf. 39 Mad. 362 ; 26 I, 
C. 311. 

To the prejudice of the purchaser. — The cases on the 
subject collected in the following note illustrate tw’o main 
propositions : (1) That a purchaser cannot be prejudiced 
when notice is given to him at the time of the sale that the 
article sold is n)t of the nature, substance, and quality of 
the article he demands; and that (2l in order to show’ that an 
article was sold to the prejudice of the purchaser it is not 
necessary to prove that he has sustained actual prejudice 
or damage. 

With regard to the firet point, it is now well settled 
that where the seller of an article bring^ to the purcha^r s 
knowledge the fact that the article sold is not of the nature 
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-substapee, or quality of the article he demands, the sale is 
not to the prejudice of the purchaser within the meaning of 
this section. This was decided in Sandys v. Small, (1878) 
3 Q. B. D. 449; where Cockburu, L. C. J., in giving judg¬ 
ment, said ; “ The provisions of the 6th section seem to me 
to apply to cases where a seller professes to sell to the 
purchaser an article as being of a certain denomination, 
whereas the article has been altered by an admixture of 
some other ingredient, and it seems that when the article is 
so altered this must be considered to have been done to the 
prejudice of the purchaser, unless it is duly and sufficiently 
brought to his knowledge ; but if the alteration of the 
article is brought to the knowledge of the purchaser, and 
he chooses to purchase it notwithstanding, it can never have 
been intended that such a transaction should be interfered 
with." 

See also Williams v. Friend, (l9l2) 2 K. B. 471. But 
it is not necessary t() disclose what the mixture actually is. 
\fbid. per Pickford, J. 

In Higgins v. Hall, (1SS6) 51 J. P. 293,t he appellant's 
wife, who was serving in his shop, when asked by a purcha¬ 
ser fora pound of coffee, said, “ We don't keep it," but 
added, pointing to some tins labelled “ ColTee and Chicory," 
that she sold that as a mixture She then sold some of the 
mixture, which was found to contain only alMuit 30 per cent, 
of coffee: Held, that the justices were wrong in convicting 
the appellant of selling coffee, for his wife liad sold only a 
mixture, as she was entitled to do if she represented that it 
was a mixture. Moreover, the purchaser had asked for a 
mixture and had got it. 

In Pearks, Gunston and Tee, Limited v. Ward, (11)02) 2 
K. B. 1, the King’s Bench Division held that a sale may 
be to the prejudice of the purchaser within S. 6 of Act 1875 
although the purchaser had special knowledge, not deriwd 
from information given by the seller, tnat the article was not 
of the nature, substance, and quality demanded by him ; and 
that the test is whether the sale would ha\ e bc'en k> the 
prejudice of a purchaser who ha<l not that s))ecial know¬ 
ledge. 

Of course the notice must be clear and unequivocal. In 
Collett V. Walker, (,lb95) 59 J. P. 600 a purchaser on entering 
a shop and asking for some cheese, was supplied with a 
mixture which was composed of skimmed milk and beef fat, 
the bulk of the butter fat which is contained in cheese made 
from “ whole " milk having been abstracted. Attached to the 
bulk of the substance from w'hich the purchaser’s portion 
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was taken was a label containing the words “ Valleyfield 
finest Oleine Cheese,” the words “ finest Oleine” being in 
smaller type than the others. No notice of admixture by a 
label on or with the article was ^ven to the purchaser, so as 
to give the seller a defence under S. 8 (Food and Drugs Act, 
1876). The purchaser did not notice the word “ Oleine ” on 
the label, and said that if he had he would have not known 
what it meant: Held, by Grantham and Lawrence, JJ., that 
the appellant was rightly convicted of an offence under S. 
6. And in Star Tea Co. v, Neale, (1909) 73 J. P. 5ll; 8 L. G. 

R. 5, an inspector asked for coffee and was given a mixture 
containing 74 per cent, of chicory in a wrapper labelled 
" Coffee Mixture,” with the words “ sold as a mixture of 
colTee and chicory” in very small print. It was held that 
the defendant had been rightly convicted, and that the words 
“ Coffee Mixture ” would not necessarily lead a purchaser to 
suspect adulteration. 

A false representation as to the nature, substance and 
quality of the article demanded made by the seller prior to 
the sale, does not constitute an offence under S. 6, provided 
that the true nature, etc., is disclosed at the time of sale. In 
Kirk V. Coates, (]885) 16 Q. B. D. 49, the question vras 
whether a milkman was guilty of an offence under this 
section who stated to an officer that some cans contained new 
milk, but afterwards, on the officer intimating that he would 
have some, declared that it was old milk and not new. The 
magistrates decided that this was not a sale of new but of old 
milk, and that the defendant was therefore not liable under 

S. 6. The c/»urt upheld the decision of the magistrates. 

With regard to the second point, », e., that in order to 
show that an article was sold to the prejudice of the pur¬ 
chaser it is not necessary to prove that the purchaser has 
suffered actual prejudice or damage, there is now no conflict 
of opinion. Even if the article was purchased for analysis 
and not for consumption, the section provides that the seller 
is liable if the article sold was adulterated. In Hoyle v. 
Hitchman, (1879) 4 Q. B. D 233, Mellor, J., with regard to 
a private as well as an official purchaser observed: ‘'If a 
purchaser, whoever he may lx*, gets an article inferior to that 
which he demands and pays for, it seems to me that he is 
necessarily prejudiced within the meaning of the section. 
The real offence is the fraudulent sale of an article adultera¬ 
ted so as to be of an inferior nature, etc., to that which is 
demanded and paid for. The necessity for the words, * to 
the prejudice of the purchaser,’ is this; but for these words, 
various absui^ities might arise. The sale of an article of a 
superior nature or quality to tihat demanded would be an 
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offence/^ And Lash, J., said: “ What is the meaning of 
• prejaidice ’? It cannot be confined to pecuniary prejudice, 
or prejudice arising from the consumption of unwholesome 
food. The prejudice is that which the ordinary customer 
suffers, that which is suffered by anyone who pays 
for one thing and gets another oi* inferior quality. The 
words ‘to Ihe prejudice of the purchaser ’ are necessary, 
because if they had not been inserted, a person might have 
received a superior article to that which he demanded and 
paid for, and yet an offence w'ould have been committed.** 
The result is, that it is never necessary to prove any 
actual dimage to the purchaser in order to obtain a convic¬ 
tion under this section, and that the words “ prejudice of the 
purchaser ” are only inserted, as Mellor, J., points out, to 
prevent such an absurdity as a prosecution for selling a 
better article than the one demanded. 

Further, it was decided in Pearks, Guntson and Tee, 
Limited, V. IVard, supra that it is enough to show that any 
ordinary purchaser would be prejudiced, even though the 
person who actually bought the sample, owing to some 
special circumstance, has not been prejudiced at all. 

Nature, substance or quality.— This differs From English 
Pood and Drugs Act where the word "and is used 
instead of ** or.” 

Tea dust came within the purview' of the words 
“ articles of foot! or drink.'’ The word food ” includes 
any article wdiich ordinarily enters into oris used in tJie 
composition of preparation of food, and includes davouring 
matter and condiments. 47 Cal. 53; 52 I. C. 223. 

The article demanded.— It is the article known com¬ 
mercially under that name. In Sandy s \\ Ji hades {lJ03) 6/ 
J. P. 352, a grocer was prosecuted for selling a variety of 
tapioca as sago The justices found that the public and the 
trade generally knew this substance as sago and that there 
■was no appreciable differenc.e in cost between the tw’o. 
The High Court held that no offence has iKsen committed. 

If the article demanded has some recognise:! standard 
of quality or comp )sition, it is an offence against the 
section to sell an article w'hich does not come up t) that 
standard, and if there is no statutory standard, the justices 
must fix one for themselves up)n the evidence, I oberis \. 
Leeming, (lii05) 6,1 J. F*. 4.7, and Wilson and MePhee v. 
Wilson, (iy03> 68J. P. 175. 

On the other hand, if the article demanded has no re¬ 
cognised standard of quality or composition, e. g., cream, 
no offence is committed by selling an article of low quality 
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bat ffenaine. In the case of Hoyle v. Htiehman, (1879) 4 
Q. B. D. 233, Lush, 3., referred to Davidson v. McLeod, 
(1887 ) 42 J. P. 43 and while dissenting from the views 
of some of the judges expressed therein, said: “ The 
decision itself seems to be correct. The article there 
demanded and supplied was cream. It w'as admitted 
that it contained no foreign admixture or adulteration, 
but it was cream of an inferior quality to that ordinar¬ 
ily sold in Glasgow. Cream is not an article having any 
standard of quality. It varies with the character of the cows 
from which the milk comes and the food on which they are 
fed. This was genuine cream though of inferior quality. It 
appears to me that the sale in such a case was not an offence 
within the Act at all. In the present case the article demand¬ 
ed was milk; that supplied was milk and water. It was an 
adulterated article.” 

“An accidental introduction of a small quantity of 
deleterious matter into an article sold for food does not of 
necessity make it different in nature, substance and quality 
from the article demanded (per Lord Alverstone, C. J., in 
Gouldcr V. Rook and Beni v. Ormcrod, [1901] 2 K. B. 290). 

It should be noted that if an article sold is altogetlier 
different from that which was demanded by the purchaser it 
is an offence under this section. See Knight v. Bowers ('1833) 
14 Q. B. D. 845, where saffron was asked for and savin 
supplied. If this were not so, many olTenders W'ould escape; 
as, for instance, those who sell lard for hatter, or chicory for 
coffee. 

The question w’hcther the article sold is the article 
demanded by the purchaser is one of fact for the justices. 
Webb V. Knujht, (1877) 2 Q. B. D. 530. 

Milk.—It has been gener-ally recognised by analysis that 
genuine milk contains at least 3 per cent, of milk fat* and at 
least 0'4 per cent, of other solids and this standard has to 
some extent been deiinitely accepted in regulations made 
under Food and Drugs Act. The regulations do not absolute¬ 
ly fix tlie standard of genuineness but merely shift the onus 
from the prosecution to the accused in cases to which Ihey 
apply. The onus can only be discharged by definite evidence 
that nothing has been added to or subtract^ from it. Kings 
V. Merris, (1920) 3 K, B. 566. 

Umvoidably mixed.— The Act implies reasonable care. 
Where the foreign ingre^ent is present in larger proportion 
than is ordinarily found in a commercial article, the practice 
is to regard the excessive quantity present as an adulteration j 
for instance, in the e:ise of pepper, wrbere sand is in excess. 
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In Shorn V. Robinson, (1899 ) 80 L. T. 261, il wasA^W that 
owing to the method in which caper tea is produced the 
presence of 3*5 per cent, of mineral matter in the tea did not 
constitute an adulteration, and that the seller was protected 
by this sub section. 

In IVarnoek v. Johnstone, (1881) 8 Rettie (J. C,) 55, the 
defendant was prosecuted for selling butter-milk adulterated 
with 30 per cent, of added water. It was proved that the 
addition of some w'ater w’as necessary in the process of 
manufacture, but that the quantity varied, and depended for 
the most part upon the state of the temperature. The High 
Court of .fusticiary in Scotland held that the defendant was 
excused under sub s. (4) of S 6 of Act 1875 corresponding to 
sub-clause (b) of S. 150 (1), 

Chemical Examiner’s report.— A rejwrt of the Chemical 
Examiner made prior to the institution of proceedings 
under S. 150 is not admissible in evidence without examina¬ 
tion of the Chemical Examiner himsel f. 50 1. 0. 26. 

151. (1) Whoever, in any street or pnblic place with* 

in the municipality, hegs importunately for alms, or exposes, or 
exhibits, with the object of exciting charity, any deformity, or 
d^ase, or any offensive sore or wound, shall be punishable with 
unprisonment of either description, which may extend to three 
months, or with a fine not exceeding fifty rupees, or with both, 
provided that — 

(a) in the case of a first offence, the court may, if it thinks 

fit, instead of sentencing the convict to any punish¬ 
ment, release him after doe admonition; 

(b) in any ease, the court may, if it is satisfied of the in* 

ability of the convict to earn a livelihood, owing to 
physical infirmity or debility, smd if the person in 
charge of any poor bouse in the municipality certifies 
that he is willing to receive him, direct that the con* 
vict be received*into such poor house, after being 
released on entering into a bond, with or without 
sureties, to appear and receive sentsmee when called 
apon during such period, not exceeding three years 
as die court may direct. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained m the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898, an offence pnnidiable undmr tbw 
section dball be cognizable ; and notwithstanding anything con* 
tained in thu Act, a Court may take cognisance of sudi an 
offence In die manner provided by Section 190 of the Code of 
Grimkial Procednre, 18910, 
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Notes. V . 

There was m prwMsion against be^^ng in the old Act. 
S. 351 introduced in 1011 has been repealed and the present 
section has Ijeon substituted by S. 51 of the Punjab Amend¬ 
ment Act, Ill of 19oH. V - . 

In’spitc of the provision introduced in 1911 importunate 
begging is still common in big muneipalities and the sight of 
the beggars exposing self-inHicted offensive sores or wounds 
is not uncommon. Sometimes public places are infested 
with such beggars. Municipalities were reluctant to enforce 
the provision of the section against this nuisance. 

Analogous taw:' ! 

S. 206, Central Fnn inces Muni- i S. 24fe, Cnited Provinre.s Munici 
cipal Act, II uf l!,22. palities Act, 191(5. 

Recent changes.^ The changes effected increase' the 
punishment and as en'enders are professedly r)enniless,,punish- 
nient by imprivsonment has Ijeen provided. Under the present 
section no comidaint by ]K'rson anihoi-ized under S.'2'28 is 
necessary. The oHence has been made a cognizable offence 
and any body can coiiiplain of the offence. The police can 
now initiate proceedings. There is still a good deal of senti¬ 
ment in favt'ur (d' sueli begging. li. is to Ije feared committees 
will not take action under this section to avoid incurring 
(idiurn. The burden is thrown now on the police or on ■.such 
persons who will not bo deterred by any such false sentiment. 

152. (1) The Committee may, by public notice prohibit p 
any specified part of the Municipality:— 

. (a) the keeping of a brothel; 

(b) the residence of any person who practises 
prostitution. 

(2) Whoever after the date specified in the public notice 
issued under sub-section (1) — 

(a) keeps or manages or acts or assists in the man - 
agement of a brothel within the prohibited area, 
or 

(b) being the tenant, lessee or occupier of any pre¬ 
mises knowingly permits such premises or any 
part thereof to be used as a brothel or for the 
purposes of habitual prostitution within the pro¬ 
hibited area, or 

{c) being the lessor or landlord, of any premnes, or 
the agent to such lessor or landlord, lets the same 
or any part thereof, within the prohibited' area 
with the knowledge that such premises or senne 
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part thereof, we, or ia used as a brothel, or 
for the piirpcMes of habitual proititutioQ, or it 
wilfally a party to the continued uce of each 
premitet at a brothel or for the puiposes of 
iMbitual prostitutimi, or 

(d) being a practising prostitute resides within the 
prohibited area, 

shall be punishable with imprisonment of either description, for 
a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may 
extend to one hundred rupees or with both, and in the case of a 
continuing offence with an additional fine not exceeding ten 
rupees for every day sdter the first during which the offence 
otmtinoes. 

Notes. 

The corresponding section was newly introduced in Act 
III of 1911 and was copied from S. 174 of Cantonment Code. 

Recent changes. - The present section has been substitu¬ 
ted by S. 32 of the Punjab x\mendment Act, 111 of 19d3, and 
effects the following changes;— 

1. The notice prohibiting the keeping of brothel or 
residence of prostitutes requires to be public thus doing away 
with the difficulty of serving individual notices. 

2. For the words “ public prostitute” the words “ person 
practisii^ prostitution have been used.” 

3. Scope of the section has been widened. Clauses (a), 
(b) and render liable persons other than the prostitute 
or brothel-beeper. 

4. Punishment has been increased. 

Jintdogmts Lm >:— S. 142 Central Provinces Act, 

S. 298-ii e , U. P. Act, 11 of 1922. 

1916. 1 S. 181-A, Burma Act, III of 1898. 

Notice. - An area can only be prohibited by a public 
notice—this has been now' provided in the section as amended. 
No liotiee on individual liable under the provision is now 
necessary before prosccuti^ui provided the public notice has 
been issued. The decision reported in 11 Lah. 235 is no 
loiter applicable. 

Prostitution.— The idea underlying prostitution is that a 
woman s^uld surrender her body for a monetary conside¬ 
ration to some one who is not in law entitled to have sexual 
intercourse with her. The position of a mistress is not 
necessarily that of a prostitute. The relahwnship is of a 
more permanent nature than the casual relationship implied 
in prostitution. Having a stray paramour would not consti- 
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tute a woman a prostitute. The matter whettier a woman is 
aji otrdinary or a common prostitute rests more on degree 
than on kind. J929 Bom. 266, Il7 I. 0. 336. 

Proititulion.— Acts of improper sexual intercourse are 
acts of prostitution in the strict sense of the term. 
The ordinary and commonly understood meaning of the 
word “ prostitution ” is the offering of the p'^rson for 
promiscuous sexual intercourse with men. Prostitute is 
the woman who offers her person for the above purpose. 
Isolated acts of sexual intercourse do not constitute 
prostitution nor does habitual intercourse amount to it, 
which must be both habitual as well as promiscuous^ Of 
course the fact that prostitutes exercise a due reserve against 
a certain class of persons does not make their intercourse any 
the less promiscuous, for promiscuous ness does not necessa¬ 
rily imply all comers but may be confined to all comers 
falling in a specified class. Habit and promiscuousness 
are the two characteristics of prostitution. In this sense 
there is no difference between a prostitute or a public prosti¬ 
tute. Cf, 5 M, H. 0. 473,1 Weir 377. 

Prostitute and public prostitute.— Neither the term 
“ prostitute ” nor “ public prostitute ” has been defined in the 
Act Though it may be said of a woman who earns her 
living mostly by selling lier body and is a kept woman that 
she is a prostitute in the popular sense of the expression, 
the term “ public prostitute ’’ cannot be applied to her. 
Before a“ prostitute ” can be described as a “ public prosti¬ 
tute it must be showm that she is available at any time to 
the public at large. Cf. 1930 Lah. 824; 123 I. C. 536; 3l 
P. L. R. 547. 

Habitual or practising prostitute.— A woman who is a 
prostitute by profession and whose trade is to lend out her 
body on hire to visitors of a specified class is a habitual 
pro^itute or practising prostitute. But where she is the 
employee of one man and has been living with different 
lovers on different occasions but with one man at a time she 
is not a public nr habitual prostitute. 1926 Lah. 461, 93 
I. C. 827. 

A public or practising prostitute is a woman who 
usually and generally offers her person for sexual intercourse 
for hire and who openly advertises and acknowledges her 
occupation by word of mouth, deportment and conduct 

The common type of a public or practising prostitute 
is a woman who exhibits herself on the balcony or other 
prominent part (‘f her house to attract people. 1932 AIL 
264. 
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' OAsual aets of prostitution will not constitute ..habitual 
prostitution nor will a woman living with one man at a 
become a practising prostitute or a habitual prostitute. The 
idea underlying the provision is to prohibit prostitutes openly 
carrying on their profession anJ habitually practising 
titution. Women who have apparent means of livelihood but 
also carry on prostitution but not openly or habitually are 
not touched by the zict. 

Note .— The decisions noted above relate to public prosti¬ 
tutes. In the amended section the term “ public prostitute ” 
is not used, instead a person practising pro.stituiion is used. 

Having regard to the. ordinary meaning of the term 
prostitute, the use of the words practising prostitute for 
public prostitute does n'^t effect any change in law. The 
use of the term public was liable to be misunderstood and 
eVery practising prostitute contended that she was not a 
public prostitute. The section, however, will not affect mere 
dancing girls though it is generally known that dancing and 
singing are subsidiary accomplishments to simple harlotry. 

Jurisdiction of civil courts, - It is a well recognized rule of 
law that when it is alleged that the action of the municipal 
committee is ultra vires or is not covered by the authority 
of the Act the civil courts have p)Wor to interfere. It is 
only when the action of the municipality has l)een exercised 
in conformity with the power.? eonforre t up)n it by the. 
Municipal Act that the jurisdiction of the ci\tl courts is 
ousted. Their discretion as to the mode of action is not 
subject to a scrutiny by the civil (tourhs but their power 
to take that action is always of)en to examination by such 
courts. It is essential that, the p>rs)n to uhom a notice 
under S. 152 is given slioiild be carrying on her profession 
of a public prostitute at the time of the i.s ning of the notice 
1926 Lah. 461, 9.J T. O. Si'T. 

Jurisdiction of civil courts to restrain the comirittee from 
issuing notices alleging certain perso 'S to be pub'i: prostitutes. 

—The civil courts have jurisdiction to decide in a suit by 
an alleged public prostitute again.st municipal committee 
for their having issued notice under S. 152 of the Municipal 
Act the question whether or not the plaintiffs are public 
prostitutes, and, on a finding of this issue in their favour to 
issue an injunction restraining the municipal committee 
from enforcing their notice prohibiting them from residing 
within the specified limits of the municipality ^ 

.. . provision of the law which bars the 

junsdietiom of the civil courts in such a case and it is for 
the Municipality to show that such jurisdiction is barred bv 
implication. r 
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It is. only when the municipal committee acts bona fide, 
reasonably and in conformity with and strictly within the 
powers conferred by the law that it can escape the exercise 
of the restraining powers of the civil courts. That if its 
requisition goes beyond the powers conferred upon it, then 
civil courts have jurisdiction to restrain it from enforcing 
them. The courts have no jurisdiction to interfere with 
the mode in which the powers of municipal bodies are 
exercised but they are competent to restrain such bodies if 
they act ultra vires and as the municipal committee issued a 
notice under S. 152 of the Municipal Act against persons 
who are proved not to be public prostitutes the committee 
acted beyond the powers conferred upon it by the legislature 
and its action in issuing the notice was ultra vires and hence 
civil courts could interfere. In such a case the burden of 
proof that the plaintiffs are not public prostitutes will 
on the plaintiffs. 11)27 Lah. U58; lOU 1. C. lOlO. See to 
the same effect 1930 Lah 824. 

When a municipal committee acting under S. 152 issued 
a notice to certain women prohibiting their residence in 
certain localities on the gr.>uri i that they were public pros¬ 
titutes in a suit for injunction asserting that they were not 
public prostitutes: 

Held, that the civil courts had jurisdiction to try the 
suits as it was asserted by the plaintiffs that tlie action of 
the committee was ultra vires. The committee was not the 
sole judge of whether a person was or was not a prostitute 
and its conclusion could be challenged in a civil court. 1930 
Lah. 824; 123 I. C. oGf). 

Specified part.— It is doubtful if the committee can by 
successive resolutions prohibit the whole of the municipal 
area for the residence of the prostitutes and brothel keepers. 
The power is no doubt c>ntinuing hut some portion of the 
area should remain excluded from the prohibition. See, how’- 
ever, l8 1. O. 6 M; and 4 Pat. 311; 1925 Pat. 540. 

In the Punjab the section requires a prohibition in any 
speeilicd part of a municipality and hence prohibiting the 
entire municipal area will be ultra vires. 

Under a similar provision of the U. P. Municipal Act the 
committees are empowered under S. 298-H. (c) to prohibit 
by bye law in any specified street or area, the residence of a 
public prostitute. In a ease relating to Agra Municipality 
it "was held that the municipality itself w'as a specilied area: 
1932 All. 5'tf. The wording of the Punjab Municipal Act, 
however, are different and the whole of municipal area ean- 
noti be prohibited. . ... 
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' Notle« iMTohibittnc retsidimce ahoiild be ebtofaifce..— In the 

iTollowlng cases the bye-laws prohibiting the residence of 
c^tain public prostitutes in speeitied areas and making excep¬ 
tions in case of others were held to be ultra vires :— 

The Agra Municipal Committee, under S. 298-H («) of 
tile Act, made a bye-law in 1917 to the following effect: 
“ No public prostitute shall reside in any house or building 
or ply her trade within the municipal limits except on both 

sides of the streets_Prostitutes owning houses 

in places other than those mentioned above may continue 
to reside in such houses, but future acquisitions of property 
shall not entitle them to live and carry on their profession 
there*’: 

Held, that the municipality was itself an area, the limits 
of which were specified, well-known and defined. The bye¬ 
law undoubtedly prohibited public prostitutes from residing 
“ within the municipal limits ” except certain streets. The 
bye-law specified the rest of the area “ within the municipal 
limits ” other than the excepted streets, as the area in 
which public prostitutes should not reside. But it was 
quite clear that reading the whole bye-law together with the 
exception in it, there w'as no absolute prohibition against 
prostitutes residing within the area other than the streets 
excepted. One class of prostitutes, namely, those who owned 
houses, were still allowed to carry on their trade witbia 
such area. This involved an invidious distinction between 
the two classes of prostitutes. There should be no dis¬ 
crimination of this kind; the prohibition must be general 
and of universal application wdlhin the specified area, and 
must not make an exception in favour of any particular 
group or class of prostitutes. Therefore the bye-law, in as 
much as it failed to lay down an absolute prohibition within 
the specified area w'as ultra vires and illegal. 19J2 All. 5J7; 
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A bye law prohibiting public p. 
in a particular street or area may be for the purpose of 
promoting or maintaining the health, safety and convenience 
of ths inhabitants of the municipality, and therefore such a 
bye law can be validly made. But the prohibition must be 
general and of universal application within a specified street 
or area, and must not hit particular prostitutes while leaving 
other prostitutes free to ply their trade. ® 

Where the bye-law reads: “ No public nrosHtnff»«» «K«ii 
reei.tewiWn the areas or i„ the steL beto^‘ 

provided that public prostitutes who qf , c m u’ 

^5, ^ and resided to houses”^^ “aUt n a.1 S 
turned betovr may eontinue to reside in those hoae^.,S?^' 
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bye-law is ilot in aooopdanef with the provisions of S. 298* 
because it does not amount, to a prohibition of the residence 
of prostitutes but merely to a prohibition against a particular 
class of prostitutes and is therefore illegal. l9d2 AIL 70, 
13ti 1. C. 787. 

^•ei&ed Area. - exclud^g whole area except a portion 
is not in compliance with section. 

The interpretation which must be placed on S. 298-H 
(e) is the one which is not only the more reasonable one, 
but also the one that encroaches less on individual citizens, 
viz,, that the Bmrd has power to make a bye-law prohitMting 
prostitutes from residing in a specified area, but not to make 
a bye-law prohiWting them from residing in the vdiole of the 
municipality with the exception of a certain specified part. 
54 All. 1,1932 All. 110,137 I. C. 80. 

Order prehibHinc the reeidenee of public proctitutee. — The 

bye-laws framed fcy a municipal board providing that ** no 
public prostitute shall reade within the areas or the streets 
specified below ” is not ultm virts and is in keeping with the 
object and intention of the statute. For the bye-lawr to te 
applicable, a woman should be not only a prostitute fent a 
public prostitute A great degree of moral degradaMon 
alone will attract the application of a drastic law whicii 
involves the consequeme of a woman being compeiled to 
leave her house in which she might have invested her fortune 
or might have other associations. A w’oman cannot be said 
to be a public prostitute simply because she belonged to the 
caste of prostitutes or that her mother and that mother’s 
sisters were public prostitutes. 1932 All 264,139 I. C. S04. 

Suite for in junction Before the section was amended, it 
was necessary to issue individual notices to a prostitute 
calling upon her to vacate a particular place as being a public 
prostitute. The present section by providing a public notice 
dispenses with the necessity of any individual notice. When 
in future a prostitute will be prosecuted under this section 
as being a practising prostitute or carrying on habitual 
prostitution no suit for injunction should lie and the prosti¬ 
tute can defend herself by proving that she is not a practising 
prostitute or addicted to habitual prostitution. The mere 
fact that a public notice under S. ] 52 has been issued will 
not prove that a particular woman is a practising or habitual 
prostitute. 
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The committw will have to pk>ve that the woman pro¬ 
secuted comes within the .purview- of the provisions of 
S. 152. 7 Bom. L. R.161.) A civil suit will not lie 

to restrain criminal proceedings especially as the accuwd 
has sufficient remedy. Criminal courts are as m-uch entitled 
to hold whether a particular woman is a habitual or 
practising prostitute as a civil court. See in this connection 
55 Cal. 978. 

Brothel.— See Notes under S. 153. 

153. On the complaint of the committee or of three or 
more inhabitants of a municipality that a house whbm the 
limits of the municipality is used as a brothel, or by 
disorderly persons of any description, to the annoyance of the 
respectable inhabitante of the vicinity or that any such house 
is used as a brothel in the neighbourhood of a cantonment or 
of an educational institution or boarding house, or of any 
place of worship, any magistrate cf the 1st class having as 
such jurisdiction in the place where the house is situated, may 
summon the owner or tenant of the house, and on being satished 
that the house is so used, and that it is a source of annoy> 
ance or offence to the neighbours, or that it is in the neighbour* 
hood of a cantonment or of an educational institution or 
boarding-house, or of any place of worship, may order the 
owner or tenant to discontinue such use of it; and if he shall 
fail to comply with such order within five days, may impose 
upon him a fine not exceeding twenty-five rupees for every 

thereafter that the house shall be so used. 

Notes. 

& 204 of the old .Act with impiirtant changes, w’hieh 
largely extend the scope of the section. 

Sanction of the local Government is nut noiv necessary 
for enforcing the provisions of the section. 

Amlogoua Law:- S. ]sl, Biimu Act, III of 1898. 

S. Ja’i, Bombay Act, III of 1901. StJ. 143 & 197, Central Provinces 
S, 189, Bombay Municiiml i .kt, Ilof i922 

Boroughs Act, 1925. 1 s 247, U. P. Act, IJ of 1916. 

Compensation under Section 250, Cr. P. C.— A complaint 
under this section is not a complaint of an offence as defined 
in S. 4 (o) of the Cr. H. C, and so the magistrate 
hearing the complaint has no jurisdiction to order the com¬ 
plainant to pay compensation under S 250 Cr C 0 Cf 
291. C. 1008. . 

Summary trial.- An application under jS. 153 is not a 
complatnt of an offeitce. The offence comes into existence" 
if the owner or tenant fails to comply with an order to 
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discontinue the use of the houee as a brothel or disorderly 
house. The applicatioo therefore cannot be tried sununarily. 
451. C. 113. 

Where a magistrate received a complaint under S. 153, 
he cannot on that application pass an order prohibiting the 
use of the particular house without taking evidence and 
satisfying himself that the house is used as a brothel or used 
by disorderly persons to the annoyance of the persons living 
in the neighbourhood. 55 1. C. S50. 

JNhtnre of an order to be passed under Section 153. —An 

order passed on an owner of an hotel which was being used 
as a brothel to vacate the premises is bad. The proper order 
in such a ease is to ask the owner to discontinue using 
of Uie hotel as a brothel 9 Lah. 394; 1928 Lah. 278. 

An order sentencing accused to pay a fine, if the house 
is not vacated by a certain date, is bad as contravening the 
provisions of S. 153. 32 I. C. 334. 

Complaint. ~A petition presented to the district magis¬ 
trate and acted upon by him is a complaint within the 
meaning of this section, though it may not have been ad. 
dressed to him. The discretion of a magistrate for the time 
being in charge of a district, which he is entitled to exer¬ 
cise under this section is not necessarily fettered by the 
manner in which his predecessors have in the past exercised 
that discretion. P. L. R. 28 of 1910; 8 I. C. 223. 

Brothel —A brothel is a place resorted to by persons of 
both sexes for the purpose of prostitution, who are strangers 
to the occupancy. 

If a woman plies the trade of a prostitute in her own 
house that does not make the house a brothel. 19 I. C. 714; 
45 T. C. 113; 1925 Lah. 146. 

Ingredients of the section. — (1) The character of the 
house, i. e., the use of the house as a brothel or its use as a 
resort of disorderly persons of any description; 

(2) The nuisance, i.e., the annoyance of the respectable 
inhabitants of the vicinity; or 

(3) The proximity of brothel to any educational 
institution, boarding-house or place of worship. 

Nuisance or no nuisance is not an element in the 
deBnition of a brothel. 19 I. O. 714. 

House used by disordwly persons.— The section is not 
confined to the use of the house as a brothel Where the 
evidence showed that musical parties were given, gramo¬ 
phone was played and singing went on in the house to tbe 
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annoyance of the neighbours, the order was rightly held to 
.have been passed under the section. 32 I. C. 334. 

If a prostitute lives with a man enfamiUe, she does not 
necessarily come within the category of disorderly persons. 
1929 Pat. 406; 115 1. C. 690. 

Scavenging and House-scavenging. 

154. The committee may 6* places within or, with tte 
approval of the District Magistrate, beyond the limits of me 
mnnicipality for the deposit of refuse, rubbish or offennye 
matter of any kind or for the disposal of^ the dead bodim 
of animals, and may by public notice give directions m to the 
time, manner and conditions at, in and under which such 
refuse, rubbish or offensive matter or dead b6dies of animals 
may be removed along any street and deposited at such places. 

Notes. 


S. 97 of the old Act. 


Analogous Law .— 

S 187, Bengal District Miiniri- 
' pal Act, J 884. 

Ss. 248 & 251, Bengal Municipal j 
Act, XV of 1932. ! 

Ss. 207-9, Behar and Orissa i 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 160 & 161, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 130, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1901. 

Ss. 367-8,385 & 441 (d), Bombay 
City Municipal Act, III of 
1888. 

Ss. Ill & 125, Burma Municij)ai ' 
Act, III of 1898. I 


Ss. 372 & 373, Calcutta City 
Municipal Act, 111 of 1923. 

S. 132, C'antonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S. 118, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, IT of 1922. 

S,«. 194, 196 & 200, Madras City 
Municipal Act, 1919. 

Ss. 157 & 160, Madras District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 273, U- P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 

English Law ,— 

S. 50, Public H«ilth Act, 1875-. 


Disoliedienee of the notice is punishable under. S. 219. 

Executive Officers Act.— The duty imfiosed upon the 
committees under thivS section shall not be performed by 
committees but may h(‘ performed b.\ the. executive officers 
in municipalities to which the Executive Officers Act has 
been extended. 


Disposal of refuse.— If it is essential to the health and com¬ 
fort of a populous community that there should be an efficient 
system for disposing of noxious liiiuid matters before thev 
become a wurce of danger to health by means of sewers and 
drain,s it is almost equally important that proper arrange¬ 
ments should be made for getting rid of solid refuse. It can¬ 
not be sent into drains and sewers, but UiUst be removed and 
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disposed of by some other means so as not to caase a nuis¬ 
ance. All Municipal Acts in force in British India contain 
provisions for this purpose. Refuse may be roughly divided 
ipto two classes—public and private. Public refuse consists 
of street and road sweepings and is generally dealt with by 
the municipal authorities themselves who are responsible for 
the upkeep of streets and public places. Private refuse is 
the product of a private house and if the same is allowed to 
be accumulated in any priv^ate house, it is likely to cause a 
nuisance. The duty of dealing with private refuse is impos¬ 
ed both on the individuals who cause it to be produced, and 
on the authorities charged with the public health. Municipal 
corporations must provide or appoint in proper and con¬ 
venient situations, public receptacles, depots and places for 
the temporary deposit or final disposal of dust, ashes, refuse 
and rubbish and other offensive matter. It can also call 
upon occupiers of houses to deal with all rubbish and offen¬ 
sive matter accumulating in the premises in the various 
mo<ies prescribed by statute. Ss. 154-15(5 deal with private 
solid refuse of all kinds. Under S. 154 the committee may 
fix within or without the limits of the municipality places 
for deposit of such refuse, S. 155 deals with failure to 
remove such offensive matters w’hile S. 156 prevents people 
from depositing such matters in places not fixed for the 
purpose. 

Dead animals. —See S. 168. The carcase of a desid animal 
from wrhatever cause the death may have ensued has some 
value to the property ow'tier and of this property he cannot be 
deprived without compensation. Hence, under statutory 
authority (Ss. iri4 and 168) w’hile a committee may require 
the removal of a dead animal beyond the city limits within 
a reasonable time and to a specified reasonable distance, 
and in default thereof may deal with the carcase as a nuis¬ 
ance and take it and make such disposition as may be neces¬ 
sary for public health, these regulations appear to mark the 
limit of municipal authority. An owmer cannot therefore be 
deprived of his property in dead animals. Cf. Dillon, p. 1029. 

Under S. 56 (d) dead animals and other refuse deposited 
in places fixed under this section become the property of 
municipal comnuttee. 

MBsappropriation of refuse collected. — During a strike 
the sanitary inspector induced the sw^eeprs to deposit filth 
at a place not fixed by the committee under S. 154 and 
sold the filth and pocketed the proceeds. He was held 
guilty under S. 409, t P. C. Cf. 1923 All. 480 ; 45 All. 281. 
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ive^ffei: Whoew, being the owner or ocMpier of 

matter. building «p lend, keeps or knowingly or negligently ellowm 
to be kept for more than twenty-four hours, or ouiwrwise 
than in some proper receptacle or pit, any dirt, dung, bones, 
adbes, nightsoU or filth or any noxious or offensive matter 
in or upon such biulding or land, or suffers any such recep¬ 
tacle oi pit to be in a filthy or noxious state, or neglects to 
enaploy proper means to cleanse and purify the same shall 
be pmiishable with fine which may extend to fifty rupees. 


Notes. 


S. 154 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 217, Bengal District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1884. 

S. 253, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 211, Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 162, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925, 

S. 129, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, m of 1901. 

S. 372, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, III of 1888. 


I S. 115, Burma Municipal Act, 

, III of 1898. 

I S. 187, Central Provinces Muni- 
I ci pal Act, II of 1922. 

' S. 202, Madra-s City Municipal 
i Act, 1919. 

I S. 158 '2), Madras District 
! Municipal Act, V of 1920.^ 

i S. 272, LI. P. Municipalities 

i Act, 1916. 

I English Laiv: — 
j Ss. 40 and 50, Public Health 

Act, 1875. 


Delegation.— Powers under this section can be delegated 
under S. 33 (5) to Medical Officer of Health. 


Occiqiier or owner. - When the owner is not himself in 
possession it is the occupier who is liable under this section. 
8 W. R. Cr. 65; 16 W. R. Cr. 70. 


Allows to be kept. —The occupier is liable whether the 
premises are made dirty by himself or by another person 
because he is bound to keep them clean. 3 W. R. 33. 


A person cannot be said to have allowed a thing to be 
done which it is not in his power to prevent and consequently 
where land is let to a tenant and such tenant allows offensive 
matter to accumulate on the land, it is illegal to convict the 
landlord for the same. Cf, 1P31 Cal. 337 {1). 

Liability of the owner.— The owner while in possession 
of the premises is punishable if they are made filthy by 
nuisances committed by other persons; but if he has sublet 
them the actual occupiers are liable. 3 W. R. 57. 

Owners of vacant landt.-It is the duty, at common law, 
of th6 own6r of vacant land to prevent his land from beins 
a public nuisance, although such a nuisance may be caused 

and the Attorney. General, on 
bei^f of the pubhc, is entitled to an injunction to prevwit 
such owner from committing a breach of that duty. The 
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fact that a sanitary authority under the Public Healtt 
(London) Act, 1891, have power, or a duty to themselves to 
abate a nuisance, or to take proee^ings to procure its abate¬ 
ment, does not prevent them from obtaining, in an action 
brought by them as relators with the Attorney-General, an 
injunction to prevent the continuance of the nuisance {Attorney 
General V. Tod Heatley, [lb97] 1 Ch. 560) ; Folld. in Clayton 
V Sale U. D. C., (192o) I. K. B. 415. The owner of vacant 
land may not, however, be liable to an adjoining owner for 
a nuisance which is caused w'ithout his knowledge or consent 
by the action of a third party who has so acted with the 
knowledge and by the aid of the adjoining owner {Job 
Edwards, Ltd., v. Birmingham Canal Navigation, Lid., [1924] I. 
K. B. 341; 130 L. T. R. 522). Nor is an owner of land liable 
for damage done to an adjoining landowner owing to natural 
agencies such as a fall of rocks due to weathering (Pontardawe 

R. D. C. V. Moore Gwyn, [1929] 1 Ch. 656). Lumley’s “ Public 
Health Act/' lOth Edition, pp. 125-6. 

Cost of cleansing.— A landlord is not entitled either under 

S. 69 or S. 70 of the Contract Act to recover from his tenant 
the costs of sw^eepers and bhisHs employed under an order 
from the municipal board to keep ihe premises clean. 
26 I. C. 77, 12 A. L. J. 931. 


1S6. Whoever, without the permission of the committee 
or in disregard of its orders, throws or deposits, or permits his 
servants or members of his household under his control to 
throw or deposit earth or materials of any descriptitm, or 
refuse, rubbish or o£Fensive matter of any kind upon any 
street or public place or into any irrigation channel or public 
sewer or public drain or into any drain communicating with an 
irrigation channel or a public sewer or public drain, diall be 
punishable with fine which may extend to twenty rupees. 

Notes. 

This section was amended by Act II of 1923. The 
present amendment introduced by S. 63 of Punjab Act, III of 
1933, restores the section as it existed before 1923 with 
certain modifications. 


The section deals with refuse in a solid form, while 
S. 129 deals with liquid form of refuse. 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 216, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 18S4. 

Ss. 209 (2) & 212, Behar and 
Oriasa Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 158 (1), Bomljay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 127, i^mbay District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, HI of 1901. 


S. 118 (c), Cantonment Act, II 
of 1924, 

S. 207, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 202 ( 4 ), Madras City Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1919. 

Ss. 157 S 161, Madras Distria 
Mumcipal Act, V of 1920. 
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S. 373, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, III of 1888. 

S. 128, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

S. 375, Calcutta City Municipal 


Act, in of 1923. 

S. 274, U. P. Municipalities AcU 
1916. 

English Laiv :— 

S. 47, Public Health Act, 1890. 


Executive Officera Act. —The power conferred upon the 
committees under this section shall not be exercised by com¬ 
mittees but may be exercised by the executive officers in 
municipalities to which the Executive Officers Act has been 
extended. 


Dust-bin is not a p^t of the street. —Under S, 307 of the 

City of Madras Municipal Act, dust-bins were provided by 
the municipality for the deposit of dust, dirt, ashes, etc*, 
excepting stable refuse. Second clause of the section made 
it punishable for any one to deposit dust, dirt, etc., and 
stable refuses in any street. A person was convicted for 
depositing stable refuse in a dust-bin. On revision it was 
held that the dust-bin is not a part of the street and that the 
throwing of the stable refuse in the dust-bin was not a 
deposit of such refuse in the street so as to constitute an 
offence. 23 Mad. 164. 


Cattle. --A person cannot be convicted of this offence 
for having tied his cattle near the drain so as to allow their 
dung etc., to drop there. (1888) Rat. Un. Cr. C. 412 

Occupier .—See Notes under S. 3 (10). 

A person who is held responsible for the uphoep and 
cleanliness of a temple and all work connected with it is not 

39 All. 309, 38 r. (/. 3(^. An occupier of land wdthin a 
municipality who lets offensive matter to flow on the sirPM 
is guilty under the section; 38 I. C, 7<i8. S 34 of tS 
Police Ac^ covers the mischief aimed at in the 

section and if an offender is prosecuted under police Act for 
allowing offensive matter to be placed on the street the eon 
viction cannot be quashed on the ground because 
complained of also constitutes a bre^h of S. 156. Cf. 

A person cannot be convicted under this sef»fiAn 

a manuro heap in a town bnt not i^ Ihe aTree?" '"9 & 

.blew7od?nj^t"™tat:;o&e™ »- "«>v. 

ing^te S. U8 (e) of Oantonn,enr.^ri9V &h“'^rm 

street is not a^Ute pl ^'^°1931 ““essiWe to 
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157. Whoever permits any pwton undm* his control to 
idiom t^ provisions of Seetimis 82, 83 and 84 of the ibdian 
Penal Code are applicable to commit a mnsance tqion any 
street or into any poblic sewer or drain or any drain communi¬ 
cating therewith, shall be punishable with fine wdiidb may 
extend to twenty rupees. 

Notes. 


This is a new section. 

report of the Select Committee. S. 118 (2) of 
Cantonment Act, II of 1924. 

Analogous Law. —S. 158 (2) of Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

Delegation.— Powers under this section can be delegated 
vide S. 33 (&). 

Nmsance at any other place.— The commission of the 
nuisance anywhere else than in the places specified is not 
an offence under this section. 1890 Rat. Un, Cr, C. 507. 

The e\il habit still persists and unless vigorous action 
is taken by the committees to enforce the provisions of the 
section it is impossible to expect any improvement. 

1S8. The removal of filth, rabbisb, ordure or otiier 
offensive matter from a privy, latrine, urinal, cesspool or oUier 
common receptacle for such matter m or pertaining to a house 
or building is called house-scavenging. 

Notes. 

S. Ill of the old Act. 

Analogous Law-. - S. 131 (3), Cantonment Act)' II 

of 1924. 

R. 320, Bengal Act, Ill of 1884. English Law :— 

R 195, U. P. Act, 11 of 1916. 8. 42, Public Health Act, 1875. 

Trade refuse.— Where the committee has undertaken 
house-scavenging it cannot be compelled to remove trade 
refuse for the removal of which the occupiers should make 
their own arrangements, or may enter into contract with 
the committee for its disposal. To draw a clear distinction 
between the house and trade refuse has proved no easy 
matter. To determine the difference, regard is to be had to 
the nature of the refuse rather than to its origin or the man¬ 
ner in which it is produced. Mayor of fVestniinster v. Gordon 
Hotels, Ltd,, (1906) 2 K. B. 39. The tjuestion arose, in that 
case as to whether such things as ashes from grates, sawdust, 
empty bottles and tins, straw’, packing-cases, tea-leaves, 
waste-paper, egg-shells, lemon-peel, and dust, from the rooms 
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and i^rosise^t were house refuse within ihe Public Health 
(lioadon) Act, 1891, S. iJO, or whether, having regard to ^ 
f«et that the refuse in question came from an hotel wm^ 
was a business, such refuse become tr^e refuse. Tte 
borou|;h council were summoned for failing to remove the 
refuse on notice and were convicted and lined, the learned 
magistrate stating a ease. The statute in question contained 
a dehnition of house and trade refuse. The former was stated 
to mean ashes, cinders, breeze rubbish, nightsoil, and filth, 
but not to include trade refuse; the expression “trade refuse’* 
to mean refuse of every trade, manufacture or business or of 
any building materials. The High Court confirmed 
■ojHnion of &e magistrate. Lord Alverstone, C. J., said; 
“ The more correct view to take is, in my opinion, that when 
the refuse is of the same kind as ordinary house refuse we 
ought not to draw such a distinction as to put upon the 
householder or person producing the refuse the burden of 
separating it unless it ought clearly to te regarded as trade 
refuse.” Darling, J., : “ In my opinion the legislature did 

not intend to give anything like an exhaustive definition of 
trade refuse, and 1 think it is sufficient to say that trade 
refuse must be refuse which is produwd in the doing of 
something different from the occupation of a house as a 
house is ordinarily occupied, and lhat house refuse is not 
eonverted into trade refuse by the mere fact that the i^ople 

occupy the house and buy the foot] and the coal for the 
fires lor the purpose of carrying on the house are running 
the house as an hotel.” 

The case of J. Lyons S' Co,, Lid., v. Mayor, clc., of London, 
(1909) 2 K. B. 588, followed that of the Cordon Hotel case 
in dealing with the question as apj)lied to a restaurant 
pure and simple, without the additional complication of 
sleeping accommodation as in the ease of an hotel. There is 
a very illuminative passage in the judgnicnt of Mr. Justic.e 
Jelf: “ Now there are eases which clearly fall on one side 
of the line and many which clearly fall on the other. For 
example, in a carpenter’s shop the sawdust and shaving are 
clearly trade refuse; the snippingsfrom a tailor’s business 
would clearly be trade refuse; and so would be the hair cut 
by hairdresser from the heads of his customers. On the 
other hand there are certain incidents common to all houses, 
whether used for trade purposes or not, which would clear¬ 
ly not be trade refuse, dust blown in by the wind, soot from 
chimneys and dirt brought in on the boots of persons entering 
the house. These fall clearly on the oilier side of the lin^ 
The description of the refuse in this ease includes many 
thills which are merely house refuse and other things which 
naght be considered trade refuse. The question is what was 
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substantially the character of this refuse; and it seems to me 
that having regard to its character as distinct from the place 
in which it was produced, it is not trade refuse but is house 
refuse.*’ 

Receptacle. —The refuse, etc., must be collecteti in the 
receptacles by the householder. The committee will be 
bound to remove the refuse, etc., from privies, urinals, cess¬ 
pools or receptacles. Committee is not expected to collect 
the refuse or offensive matters if not found in the places 
named. 

Rubbish and 1011108;. — The householders do not confine 
themselves to collecting rubbish properly so-called but throw 
sometimes other useless articles such as old shoes, Ints of 
tins, broken bottles and other various articles in the 
receptacles. 

It must be borne in mind tliat the refuse to be removed 
is limited to such things as might, if not removed, be injuri¬ 
ous to health. The question arose, and was decided, in the 
ease of Collins V. Vestry of Paddington, (1879) 43 J. P. 367. 

In that case the vestry of Paddington sold to the plain¬ 
tiff, Collins, all the breeze, dust cinders ashes, dirt, offal, 
garbage, filth and rt'fuse which shall be cxdleeted and receiv¬ 
ed by them within the parish of Paddington during one year, 
to be collected by the vestry and delivered to the plaintiff. 
During such eolieetion the servants of the vestry appropri¬ 
ated various articles called “ tots,” which had lieen thrown 
into the dust-bins by the owners in order to be got rid of. 
The plaintiff now claimed damages under his contract for the 
value of the “ tots ” so appropriated. It was held the plain¬ 
tiff could not recover, terms of the contract only applying 
to such refuse as the vestry were bound to remove, and they 
were under no obligation to remove “ tots,” but only such 
things as might be in.)urious to health. Cockburn, C. J., 
in his Judgment, says: “ The duty of the vestry, therefore, 
is to remove anything which might be injurious from a sani¬ 
tary point of view. I do not think that it is the duty of the 
vestry to take everything which gets into the dust-bin; it may 
be very consenient to get rid of old shoes, bits of tin, and 
broken bottles, but these are not things which the vestry are 
bound to remove. The scavenger may have no objection to 
taking these things away and disposing of them on his own 
account, but in so doing he is not acting as a servant of the 
vestry, but to oblige the householder or for his own profit,” 
The practice of totting ” as it is called, has long been estab¬ 
lished, and the results looked upon as the natural perquisites 
of the dust-man, so much so that quite recently, at the 
London Sessions, two dustrmen were prosecuted for “ tot- 
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nnu^’-* the borough council claiming the goods as their own. 
The jury, however, recognising, one can only assume, tiiis 
ancient custom, acquitted. The householder's duty, however, 
is to see that he keeps nothing that mav cause a nuisance, 
for, under S. 42 of the Public Health Act, 1875, it is provid- 
^ that the occupier of a house is not to be liable to a penalty 
in respect to removing, or obstructing Ihe local authority 
from removing any refuse, etc., which is produced on his own 
premises, and is intended to be removed for sale or for his 
own use, and is in the meantime kept so as not to be a 
nuisance. 


^ . Under S. 164 of the Act “ totting " cannot be alloAved 

in the Punjab. 

Disposal of refuse.— Matters collected must not be 
disposed of so as to cause injury 1(> other persons. In 
Atkinson'v. Corporation, of Huddersfield (Times, April 20ih, 
1893) Chitty ,1., granted an injunction against the defendant’s 
corporation from discharging snow, street sweepings, and 
other refuse into a river at a }wint above the mills of 
the plaintiffs so as to cause injury to the plaintiffs by 
the pollution of the river. In Joties v. Welshpool Corpora¬ 
tion, (Times, November 18th, i904) a nuisance arising 
from a field on which refuse was tipped was restrained by 
the granting of a perpetual injunction restraining further 
tipping so as to cause or occasion any nuisance to the 
plaintiff, the defendants undertaking within fourteen days 
to cover with road sweepings or eaifh such portions 
of this heap of refuse as had not already been so covered. 

y- Corporation (1915), 84 L. J. K. B. 

1*^4 the defendants bought land tor the purpf)se of tipping 
refuse thereon. Subsequently the \endor sold the remain- 
^ purchaser' who formed a street and 
built houses abutting thereon. The defendants, acting under' 
their powders, from time to time dc|iosited refuse on the 
laiid purcliased by thenq and this gradually increasing in 
bulk and beecming impervious to surface water caused 
such water w’hich previously flowed away from the street 
to be diverted and overflow info the street and form hSes 

to users of such street The 
plaintiff whilst crossing the street fell into cmrof these 
gullies and was injured : Held, that IhTguHv in tS 
street was a nuisance caused bv the 4 

justification and that the defendants were 

further, that where a iSluKrUy 
for the purpose of tipping reftx^P 

does not impliedly suffix the LS 3 auch purehaM 
such a way ai to ^ause “4e^„ S ‘F “ 

iitumd by the render wheHuTh “pplf^ t”"do» 
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without causing a nuisance. Whether if it were impossible 
to use the land for tipping purposes without creating a 
nuisance the local authority would be so authorised ? 

Retention of valuable rubbish. —If rubbish is intended 
for sale or use, e. </., for manure it need not be allowed 
to be removed; such rubbish must, however, be so kept as not 
to create a nuisance. If it creates nuisance it can be 
removed and the committee or its servants should not be 
obstructed. 

Under 57 Goo. 3 c. 29, Ss. 59 & 60, the scavenger of a 
metropolitan district was entitled to take away from 
houses and premises their soil, ashes, cinders, rubbish, dust, 
dirt and iilth.” It was held that these words included only 
such dust, etc., as were, in the contemplation of the owners, 
rubbish or refuse, and which they desired to dispose of in 
that character Therefore, where brewers burnt coals in 
the process of brewing, which coals were only partially 
consumed by having once passed through the fires, and 
removed them mixed \\1th the dust and ashes arising 
from the same fires to other premises, where they used them 
for heating water to cleanse tlieir casks, it was held that 
the scavenger was not entitled to claim any of the articles 
so removed. Filbey v. Combe, (1837) 2 M. & W. 677. 
also Law V. Dodd, (1848) 1 Ex. 845. 

There are very few committees that have undertaken 
house scaven^ng in the Punjab. Pharmsala, Dalhousie and 
Jhelum committees are tlie only ones where the scavenging 
tax is leviable and where the scavenging has been under¬ 
taken. 

lS 9 . ( 1 ) Subject to the provisions hereinafter contain¬ 
ed with respect to the customary rights of sweepers, the 
committee may at any time undertake the house-scavenging 
of any house or building on the application or with the con¬ 
sent of the occupier. 

(2) The committee may, by public notice, excef't in cases lo 
which Section 166 is applicable, undertake the honse-scav«iging of 
any houses or buildings in the municipality from any date not 
less than two months after issue of the notice. 

( 3 ) The occupier of any house or building a 0 ected by 
the notice may at any time, after the issue diereof, apply to 
the committee to exclude that house or building from the 
notice. 

( 4 ) The committee shall consider and pass orders upon 
evnry such application within six weeks of the receipt thereof, 
and may, by auiy such order, exclude such house or l^ildiog 
frmn tlm notice. 
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(S) in dncsidinfl; whether to exclude any house or build* 
ing from the notice^ the committee shall consider, among 
other matters, the efficiency of the arrangemmtts for house¬ 
scavenging made by the occupier (if any) and the purpose to 
which he applies the matter dealt with in house-scavenging. 

Notes. 

S. 112 of the old Act. 

Recent changes. —The clause 2 of S. 159 has been amend¬ 
ed by S, 54 of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933; the 
words in italics have been inserted. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 320, Bengal District Munici- Act, III of 192't. 

pal Act, 1884 S. 131, rantoiimeiit Act, II of 

S. 246, Bengal Municipal Act, j 1924. 

XV of Jt)32. B. I5f) (2), Central Provinces 

S. 204, Behar and Orissa Muni- ' Municipal Act, II of 1922. 

cipal Act, 1922. , Bs 84 & 112, Rangoon City Miini- 

Ss. 369 & 142, Bombay t’ity cipal Act, 1922. 

Municipal Act, III of J888. Sa 196 & l97, C. P. Mimicipali- 
S. 129 (6), Burma Municipal I ties Act, 1916. 

Act, III of 1898. 1 English Lazo :— 

S. 374, Calcutta City Munici i)al ' S. 42, Public Health Act, 1875. 

What amounts to undertaking?— When arrangement is 
made and the sweepers undertake to transport, and deposit at 
the given place, nightsoil at a given rate;, the municipality 
must be deemed to have undertaken scavenging with the 
consent of customary sweepers and therefore the rubbish and 
soil collected from houses is collected by the Board within 
the meaning of S. 58 U. P. Act, 1916 and the arrangement is 
not a sale to the Board. Cf. 45 All. 281; 1923 All. 480. 

Note.—See S. 61 (e) on p. 290 ur3(ler which this house¬ 
scavenging tax is leviable. 


i a \ i n g 
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160. Notwithstanding anythirg in the last foregoing sec¬ 
tion, the committee shall not, except in accordance with the 
provisions of this chapter— 

(d) undertake the house-scavenging of any boose or 
building in respect whereof any sweeper has a custo¬ 
mary right to do such house-scavenging; 

(6) without the consent of the occupier undertake the 
house-scavenging of any house or baflding occupied 
by an agriculturist who himself cultivates land within 
municipal hmits or in a village conterminous there- 
with. 

Notes. 

S. 113 of the old Act, 

Analogous Law.— S. 200, U. P. .\et, 1[ of 1916 . 
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161. Whm once the cemmittee be* umiertaken the house* 
•csvcBging of my house or builduig isndier this diepter, it 
miqr continue to perform such house*scavenging without the 
consmt of the occupier for die time being of such house or 
building. 

Notes. 


S. 114 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law. —S. 198 of U. P. Act, JI of 1916. 

162. When the committee has undertaken the house* 
scavenging of any house or building, it shall be bound to 
perform the same properly until it shall have relieved itself 
of the obligation by m order under Section 159, sub-section 

(4). 

Notes. 


S. 115 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law:— English Law :— 

S. 100, N.-W. P. and Oudh Act, S. 43, Public Health Act, 1875. 
r of 1900. 1 

Failure to perform the duty.— Under a corresponding 
provision of Public Health Act, 1875 a penalty is im¬ 
posed on the local authority for failure to perform the duty. 
No such penalty is provided by the section in the Punjab Act. 
The remedy of the householder lies in the civil court to seek 
injunction or damages or he may move the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner or the Commissioner under S. 234. 

The committee cannot shelter itself under any excuse. 
An authority were summoned under this section for failing 
wdthout reasonable excuse to cleanse the privies in a factory 
after having undertaken the cleansing of privies in their 
district. A local Act provided that all privies should be sub- 
jex't to the approval of the authority, but the privies in ques¬ 
tion had not teen approved by them as they did not satisfy 
their requirements. The authority had themselves under¬ 
taken the cleansing of all privies which had received their 
approval. It was held, that although S. 42 authorized an 
authority to undertake the cleansing of privies “ either for 
the whole or any part of tlieir ^strict, ” this did not 
emptiwer them t :0 undertake the cleansing merely of such 
privies as had received their approval, that the authority 
must be treated as having undertaken the cleansing of ail 
privies in their district, and that the non-approval of the 
privies in question was not a reasonable excuse for failure to 
cleanse them. Pegg and Jones, Ltd, v. Derby Corporation (1909) 
2 K. B. 511. 
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[Sec. 163,164 & 166. 

163. The servants of the committee employed in house- 
scavtmging may, at all reasonable times, do all thinss necessary 
for the proper performance of any house-scavenging undertaken 
by the committee. 


Notes. 


S. 206, Behar and Oriesa Muni- 
ciixil Act, 1922. 

S. 137-B, Burma Act, 1898. 

th(> commiitfu to require an 
of the coniniittee reasonable 


S. 116 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 199, U. P. Act, II of 1916. 

S. 249, Bengal Municipal Act, 

XV of 1932. 

This section empowers 
owner to allow the servants 
access to or passage over his land lor scavenging purposes, 
whether these purposes concern the land iJi <(uestion or 
other land. Cf. 1927 Rang. 60 j 99 1. C. 339. 

Do all things necessary. - Servants will have the right of 
entry into the building to remove the rubbish, etc., front 
privies and receptacles and the c-onimittee may require 
occupiers to allow its servants reastmablo access to or 
passage over his land. Persons obstrn(‘ting the municipal 
servants in the discharge of their duties may be proceeded 
against under S. 221. 


164. All matter removed by the servants of the com¬ 
mittee in the course of house-scavenging shall belong to the 
committee. 

Notes. 

S. 117 of the old Act. 

All matters. —Even matters wliieh are not strictly 
rubbish or offensive matters as described in S. l.bS, if once 
allowed to be collected, will be the property ,>f the e.ommittee 
and any person “ h)tting ” will be guilty of misappropria¬ 
tion. 


165. (1) Should a sweeper who has a customau'y right to 

do the hpuse-scavenging of a house or building (hereinafter 
called the customary sweeper) fail to perform such house- 
scavenging in a proper way and at reasonable intervals, the 
occupier of the house or building or the committee may com¬ 
plain to a magistrate. 


(2) The ma^strate receiving such complaint shall hold 
an enquuy, and, should it appear to him that the customary 
sweeper has failed to perform the house-scavenging of the 
bouse or buildmgm a proper way or at reasonable intervals, 
he may impose upon such sweeper a hne which may extend to 
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teartqi«e«, and, iq»oii a •eeoad or my later convictim in 
regard to the same house or buildhig, nu^jr also direct the 
right of the customary swe^er to do the house-scavenging 
of the house or building to be forfeited, and thereupon sndi 
right shall be forfeited accordingly. 

(3) Should any sweeper (other than a customary sweeper) 
who is under contract to do the house-scavenging of a house 
or building, discontinue to do such house-scavenging without 
having given 14 days* notice to his employer or without 
reasonable csuise, he shall on conviction be punishable with a 
fine which may extend to ten rupees. 

Notes. 


S. 118 of the old Act. 

Clause 3 has been added by Amendment Act, II of 1923. 
This will meet didieulties recently experienced by inhabitants 
when the sweepers left, service without any previous notice or 
threatened to leave unless the wafi;cs demanded were paid. 
Such sweepers especial iy in larj^e munici})alities were not 
strictly customary sweepers and the committees or house¬ 
holders had no control over them under the existing pro¬ 
visions. 

Analo'ious Latv :— | Boroughs Act, 1925. 

8. 73 (Vfl), Bombay Municipal 8. 201, U. P Act, II of 1916. 

Appeal.— The order of forfeiture under the section is 
open to appeal under S. 227. 

166. (1) Should any person, who himself or any mem¬ 

ber of whose family residing with him cultivates land within 
municipal limits, or in a village within two miles from the muni¬ 
cipal limits, fail to provide for the proper house-scavenging of 
any house or building occupied by him within the limits of the 
municipality, the committee may complain to a magistrate. 

(2) The magistrate receiving the complaint shall hold an 
enquiry, and, should it appear to him that such person has not 
provided for the proper house-scavenging of the house or build¬ 
ing, he may pass an order empowering the committee to under¬ 
take the same, and thereupon the committee shall be entitled to 
undertake such house-scavenging. 

Notes. 

S. 119 of tbe old Act. The present section has been 
substituted bv S. 35 of the Punjab Municipal Amendment 
Act, 111 of 1933. 

The word “ agriculturist” has been removed as the word 
in the Punjab is liable to be misunderstood. The person need 
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not be an agriculturist, i.e., belonging to agricultural tribe. 
Any body cultivating land is intended to be included. 

Analogous Law.— S. 202 of U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 

Delegation. —Powers under this section can be delegated 
under S. 33 (c) & (b). 

Executive Officer* Act. —The power conferred upon the 
committees under this section shall not be exercised by 
committees but may be exercised by the executive officers in 
municipalities to which the Executive Officers Act has been 
extended. 

Analogous Law :— I 

S. 261, Bengal District Munici- i 118 (d) & (j), Cantonment 

pal Act, 1884 Act. 11 of 1924. 

S. 407, Bengal Municipal Act, S. 140 & 194, Central ProvincevS 
XV of 1932 Municipal Act, II of lv>22. 

Ss. 279 & 293, Behar and Orissa i Ss. 291-297, Madras City Muni- 
Municipal Act, 1922. ' cipal Act, 1919. 

Ss. 61, 172 & 175, Bombay Muni- Ss. 251 J>. Madras District Muni¬ 
cipal Boroughs Act, 1925 cipal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 48 (b) ii)> 139, 140 & 141, 127 & 167 (3). Rangoon City 

Bombay District Municipal Municipal \ct, 1922. 

Act, m of 190!. ' ’-587 & 238, IJ. P, .Munici pali- 

Ss. 399, 400 & 403, Bombay City ties Act, 1916. 

Municipal Act, III of 1888. 

S. 120, Burma Municipal Act English Law: — 

ni of 1898. Ss. 169 & 188, Public Health Act, 

S. 396, Calcutta City Municipal 1S75. 

Act, HI of 1923. 


Slaughter Places. 

167. (1) The committee may and shall when so required 

of by the local Government, fix premises with the approval of the 
Dupty Commissioner either within or without the limits of the 
municipality, for the slaughter of animals for sale, or of any 
specific description of such animals, and may, with the like 
approval, grant and withdraw licenses for the use of such pre* 
mises, or, if they belong to the committee, charge rent or fees 
for the use of the same. 

(2) When such preniises have been fixed by the committee 
beyond municipal limits, it shall have the same power to 

bye-laws for the inspection and proper regulation of the same 

as if they were within those limits. 

(3) When any such premises have been fixed, no person 
^11 daughter any such animal for sale within the municmality 

at any other place. 
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<4) Any person who sUashters for sale any animal at any 
place within a municipality other than one fixed by the corn- 
mittee under this section, if any places have been so fixed, 
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to twenty 
rupees. 

Notes. 

S. 98 of the old Act. 

Recent amendment. Sub-S. 1 has been substituted by 
S. 56 of the Punjab Municipal Amendment Act, III of 1933. 
The words “ Deputy Commissioner ” have been substituted 
for District Magistrate. The committees can now be com¬ 
pelled to fix such places if they fail to do so. 

Besides this section, S. 188 (e) empowers committees' to 
frame bye-laws for the proper inspection and regulation of 
slaughter-houses. S, 206 also allows inspection of private 
slaughter-houses and prohibits the slaughter of animals 
not fit for human consumption. 

Approval of Deputy Commissioner.— This must be obtain¬ 
ed before the slaughter place is fixed. Where an act is done 
under an authority conferred by statute the conditions laid 
down by the statute must be strictly followed, otherwise the 
act is unauthorized and wrongful; where a slaughter-house 
was established without first obtaining the required approval, 
the committee, it was held, could not use the statute as a 
defence to an action brought against it on the ground that 
the act has created a nuisance. 311. C. 62. 

Nuisance arising from slaughter-houses.— in order to con¬ 
stitute a nuisance at law it is essential that there should 
exist either actually or impliedly, (1) jw/uria, i.e., a wrongful 
act constituting or causing damage, and (2) damnum, i.e,, 
damage, loss, or inconvenience. Damnum absque injuria gives 
no riglit of act ion. 

Where the act. or omission causing or constituting an 
alleged nuisance is unlawful per se, e.y., where it is of itself 
a violation of statutory provisions or of priv^ate common law 
rights, the law will presume damage to exist; but where the 
act is innocent and lawful, then the question whether it 
amounts to an actionable nuisance is one of fact to be deter¬ 
mined not merely by an abstract consideration of the act 
itself, but by reference to all the circumstances of the parti¬ 
cular ease. 

An act which offends the susceptibilities of individuals 
or the sentiments of a class is not, ipso facto, an actionable 
nuisance and cannot be made a ground for over-riding ordi¬ 
nary rights in property. 

The establishment and maintenance of a slaughter¬ 
house for butcher’s meat is per se an offensive trade, even 
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tiiough it is not included as sodi in S. 99 (S. 121 of ^njab 
Act) of the Central Provinces Municipal Act, 1903. 

But whether in any particular case it is an actionatte 
nuisance depends mainly on the locality in which it is placed: 
and, therefore, the question is one of fact to be determined 
upon the circumstances of each particular case. 31 I. C. 62. 

Where any slaughter-house is found to be a nuisance or 
injurious to the health of any of the inhabitants, the authority 
must take summary proceedings against the person carrying 
on the trade. It is sufficient to prove that the nuisance includes 
anything offensive to the senses, and not necessarily some- 
^ing injurious to health. It is not necessary to C/Onstitute a 
nuisance to show that the smell, etc., produced should be un¬ 
wholesome. It is enough if it renders the enjoyment of life 
and property uncomfortable. ‘‘ If there be smell offensive 
to the senses, that is enough, as the neighbourhood has a 
right to fresh and pure air. The only question, therefore is: 
Is the business (slaughter-house) as carried on by the defen¬ 
dant, productive of smells to persons passing along the public 
hi^way? A resolution or license from a municif^l corpora¬ 
tion, is no defence to a prosecution for a public nuisance. As 
observed by Abbot, C. J., in King v. Cross, 2 C. and P. 423 
“ This certificate is no defence; and even if it were a license 
from all the magistrates in the country to the defendant to 
slaughter-houses in this very place, if would not entitle the 
defendant to continue the business there one hour after it be¬ 
came a public nuisance to the neighbourhood. If the defen¬ 
dant’s slaughter-house was so conducted as to be a public 
nuisance at common law, the parish might at any time have 
caused it to be removed; and 1 am clearly of opinion that in 
this ease it was conducted as to be a nui.sance at common 
law, and that the <lefendant would not have been and is not 
entitled to any compensation.” It was in this case proved 
that smells pr(Xieeded from the slaughter-house which were 
a great nuisance to persons passing along the public high¬ 
way. 

Slaughter at places not fixed by committee. —There; is no 
offence in slaughtering an animal not intended for sale at a 
place othei- than the slaughter house. 

Penalty for use of such premises.— It is a question of fact 
in each case whether there has been user of the premises for 
slaughter. It was held that a person did not use a premises 
as a slaughter-hotise merely teeause he killed two pigs in 
the garden ground behind the house in which he redded. One 
angle isolated act would not be sufficient. Simpson v. Proctor 
(1896) 33 Sc. L. R 270. ’ 
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person is liable to any penalty except a person who, 
without a license, uses a place or building as a slaughter-house 
either by letting it out for such purpose, c/f by employing 
servants and others for the purpose of killing cattle therein; 
and a person who may be the mere servant of a butcher kill- 
ing cattle in a |»rtieular slaughter-house or a butcher resort¬ 
ing accidentally or occasionally to a slaughter-house for the 
purpose of killing, and killing an ox or sheep there, does not 
use the place as a slaughter-house: 16 W. R. Cr. 4. The 

owner also uses the place by letting it out. The license is not 
to the person but to the place. The owner must be held to 
have allowed the place to be used as a slaughter-house in 
contravention of the provisions of the law and is also liable 
to the penalty provided by the statute. 14 Bom. L. R. 882. 

Killing a goat in one’s own house for one’s own con¬ 
sumption is no offence. (1888) Rat. Un. C. C. 399. 

Effect of ettablishmcHat of a public slaught^-bouie.— 

Upon the establishment of a public slaughter-house, a cor¬ 
poration cannot, unless expressly empowered by statute, 
refuse to sanction plans for the erection of a private slaugh¬ 
ter-house. Nor can it revoke a license in force in regard 
to a slaughter house or compel all the butchers in the dis¬ 
trict to use the public slaughter-house which might be 
provided. Where a public slaughter-house is provided, no 
special license is required to slaughter animals in the said 
slaughter-house. The very act of providing a place for 
being used as a public slaughter-house is a license to the 
public to use it as such, sub.ieet to the payment of the pre¬ 
scribed fee. Aiyangar’s “ Law of Municipal Corporations in 
British India,” p. ^3. 

RittA or fees.— The committee will have no power to 
farm out such fees to contractors and a contract leasing out 
the collection of fees will be ultra vires. 21 Mad, L, J. 
790 ; 36 Mad. 113. 

Creating a nuisance by the establishment of a slaughter¬ 
house whether justified. —In a suit for an injunction to pre¬ 
vent on the ground of nuisance the user of certain premises 
of the defendants as a slaughter-house, it was alleged that 
if so used the consequences w’onld be to endanger the health 
and materially interfere with the physical comfort and con¬ 
venience of the occupants of plaintiff’s house : Held that, 
assuming such use would liave these consequences, such user 
would & a nuisance, but that the injunction sought could 
not be granted, unless it were reasonably clear that the user 
of the said premises as a slaughter-house would have these 
consequences ; but that if this was reasonably clear ar 
injunction might be granted at the discretion of the court. 
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There is no authority for holding that the exercise of a 
lawful business, if it not on other grounds a nuisance, 
amounts to a nuisance merely because it diminishes the 
value of property in the neighbourhood; diminution of the 
value of the one’s property caused without injury to the 
property itself or to its enjoyment, by the legitimate use of 
his own property by a neighbour, amounts only to dam- 
num absque injuria. 

A municipal committee in the Punjab is not entitled to 
justify by statutory authority every nuisance committed in 
the fair and res^nable exercise of the pow'ers conferred 
under the Municipal Act. There is a material distinction 
between the ease of statutory powers given by tbs legisla¬ 
ture, when the legislature directs that a thing shall at all 
events be done, and the ease of similar jjowers w’hen the 
exercise of the powers at all and the time and place of exer¬ 
cise are discretionary. 

When a public body can construct its works without 
injury to private rights, it is in general bound to do so. 

Further as a rule of construction of statutes, those who 
seek to establish that the legislature intended to take away 
the rights of private individuals, lie under the burden of 
showing that such intention appears by express words or 
necessary implication. Although, therefore, a municipal com- 
mittee is empowered to erect a slaughter-house subject to 
the approval of the district magistrate and is also empower- 
ed to apply its fund for the construction, establishment, and 
maintenance of works of public utility, there is nothing in 
the which requires a committee io exercise this power 
but it has an absolute discretion whether it shall exercise 
the power and as to the time of its exercise; as to the place 
^ discretion, not absolute but limited. P. R. lOij 

of looo. 


slaughter-houses.- s. 3 91* ( 2 ) of Madras District 
Municipalities Act, 18^4 refers to a place other than a public 
slaughter-house The very act of pnwiding a public slaigt 
ter-house is a license to the public* to use it as such fml 

i9r(?).'‘vK"j%ot“«• 

not 

Mrnmittee has fixed a certain piaee as the slaufThterToase 
The municipal committee of Kuniah issupd 
^used calUng upon him to ctoThS slaughter houL 
ite present position and rem ove it to another spelifiS plaiS! 

• Corresponds to S. 167 of the ' “ 
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There was nothing to show that the committee had fixed this 
latter as the only place for the slaughter of animals. On * 
refusal to comply with the notice the accused was convicted 
under S 92 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 1884, (=S 167 of 
the present Act): Held that the municipal committee had no 
power to issue such an order under S. 92 and that they had 
not by issuing it established a slaughter-house and that no 
offence punishable under the section had been committed. 
P.R22ofl889 Cr. 

Power to grant or withhold licences, construction of 
statutes.— Under a corresponding S. 191 (2) of Madras 

Act, IV of 1884, it has been held that in the matter of the 
grant of licences the decision as to the propriety of grant¬ 
ing or withholding the license must be made in each case 
with reference to its particular circumstances, and it would 
be ultra vires and in direct violation of duty to enter into an 
agreement with a particular person or persons to the effect 
that no application in the matter would be entertained or 
considered except from particular person or persons. 

The powers of municipalities should be strictly confined 
within the limits of the enactments creating them, and the 
language of such enactments should not be stretched to cover 
attempts made under c dour of such legislative provisions to 
interfere, in any way, with the exercise of ordinary rights 
of citizens. The existence of any }x>wers in a municipality 
to act in interference of the ordinai'v rights of citizens 
always depends upm the grant of such powers by the enact¬ 
ment either expressly or by neces.sary implication as incidental 
to the powers expressly granted thereby or as indispensable 
to the object and purpose for which the municipality was 
created. Doubts as to the existence of such powers must 
be resolved against the municipality and in favour of the 
public. 28 Mad. 520. 

168. (1) Whenever any animal in the charge of any 
person dies otherwise than by slaughter either for sale or for 
some religious purpose, the person in charge thereof shall within 
twenty-four hours either — 

(a) convey the carcass to a place (if any) fixed by the 
committee under Section 154 for the disposal of the 
dead bodies of animals, or to any place at least one 
mile beyond the limits of the municipality; or 

(fc) give notice of the death to the committee, whereupon 
the committee shall cause the carcass to be «l»^p o s t> d 
of. 

(2) In respect of the disposal of the dead body of an 
animal under clause (h) of sub-section (1), the 
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mmy ehurge meh f«e as the committee may, by iinUic notice, 
liaye prescribed. 

(3) For the purposes of this section the word ** animal '* 
shall be deemed to mean all horned cattle, elephants, camels, 
horses, ponies, asses, mules, deer, sheep, goats, swine and otiier 
large animals. 

(4) Any person bound to act in accordance with sub¬ 
section (1) of this section shall, if he fail so to act, be punish¬ 
able with fine which may extend to ten rupees. 

Notes. 

S. 100 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— [ S. 149, Burma Municipal Act, 

S. 3-^’0, Bengal District Municipal I HI of 1898. 

Act. 1884. I Ss. 119, & 18(), Central Provinces 

S 255, Bengal Municipal Act, XVj Municipal Act, 11 of 1922. 

of 1932. j S. 286. Madras City Municipal 

Ss. 61 (1) (r), Bombay Municipal Act, 1919. 

Boroughs Act, 1925. I S. 157. Madras District Munici- 

S. 385, Bombay City Municipal I pal Act, V of 1920. 

Act, 111 of 1888. I S. 275, LI. P. Municipalities Act, 

Ss. 48 (»n)& 141, Bombay District! 1916. 

Municipal Aet, III of 1901. i 

Removal and disposal of carcasses.— The weight of 
authority seems to have, differentiated the removal and 
disposal of carcasses of animals from the removal and 
disposal of garbage and refuse matter. A dead animal is 
not per se a nuisance, and is not necessarily dangerous to the 
public health. The (jarcass of a dead animal, from whatever 
cause the death may have ensued, has some value to the 
property owner, and of this property he cannot be deprived 
without due compensation. Hence, under statutory author* 
ity, while a city may require the removal of a dead animal 
beyond the city limits within a reasonable time and to a 
specified reasonable distance, and in default thereof may 
deal with the carcass as a nuisance and take it and make 
such disposition as may be necessary for the public health 
these or similar regulations appear to mark the limit of 
legislative and municipal authority. To justify the seizure 
and removal of a carcass by virtue of police power, it must 
be shown that the dead animals are, or will become in some 
way, dangerous or deleterious to the public health. There¬ 
fore all ordinances and regulations which result in depriving 
the owner of his property in the dead animal without 
compensation, whether it be by prohibiting him from remov¬ 
ing the carcass, by requiring him to pay a public contractor 
for its removal, or by making it unlawful for any person 



^ 1^.3 

other than the publie contractor to remove and dispose of the 
carcasses, are in excess of the legislative power, and 
unconstitutional and void. See Dillon, p. 1029. 

This section, however, is not intended to deprive owners 
of their rights in the animal. It is not, therefore, necessary * 
tl^t the animal should be necessarily taken to a place iixed 
under S. 154. If it is not taken there, it must be* taken 
to any place situated at least one mile beyond the municipal 
limits. The removal must be effected within 24 hours, 
otherwise the animal will create nuisance by putrefaction. 

Large animal#.— Cats and dogs will probably not be 
covered by these words. 

169. The commitlee— r.iu. is m 

ctuinrclioti 

(o) may lay out aud make a new public street and 
construct tunnels and other works subsidiary thereto, 
and, 

(7>) may widen, loigUien, extend, enlarge, rake or lower 
the level of, or otherwise improve any existing 
public street vested in the committee, and 

(c) may close temporarOy any puUic street or any part 

thereof for any public purpose, and 

(d) may tom, divert, discontinue or close any puUic 

etreet so vested, and 

(<;) may provide within its discretion building sites of 
such dimensions as it deems ht to abut on or adjoin 
any public street made, widened, lengthened, extend¬ 
ed, enlarged, improved, or the level of which has 
been raised or lowered by the committee under 
clauses (a) and (&) or by the local Government, 
and 

(/) subject to the provisions of any rule prescribing the 
conditions on which property may be acquired by 
the committee, may acquire any land, along with the 
build in g thereon, which it deems necessary for the 
purpose of any scheme or work undertaken or pro¬ 
jected in exercise of the powers confored under the 
preceding clauses, and 

(ff) subject to the provisions of any rule prescribing the 
conditions on which property vesting in the commit¬ 
tee may be transferred, may lease, sell or otherwise 
diqiose of any property acquired by the committee 
under clanse(/) | or any land vesting in and used Iqr 
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the committee for a public street and no longer 
required therefor, and in so doing may impose con¬ 
ditions regulating the removal and construction of 
buildings upon it and the other uses to which such 
luid may be put: 

Provided that land owned by proprietors other than the 
local Government shall become the absolute property of ^ the 
committee after it has continuously vested in the committee 
for use as a public street for a period of twenty-five yeiurs; 
but that the possession of such land that ceases to be required 
for use as a public street before the expiry of twenty-five yesurs 
from the time that it became vested in the committee shall. be 
tramsferred to the proprietor thereof, on payment by him of 
reasonable compensation to the committee for improvements 
of such land, and subject to such restrictions as the committee 
may impose on the future use of such land, and that should the 
proprietor be unable or unwilling to pay the amount of such 
compensation the committee may, subject to such conditions as 
it may deem fit, sell the land, and shall pay to the owner the 
proceeds, if any, over and above the amount of such compen¬ 
sation, which shall be paid into the municipal fund, or may dis¬ 
pose of it in such manner as it may deem fit. 

Notes. 


S. 85 of the old Act. 

The section was entirely recast by tlie Amendment Act, 
II of 1923 Under this new section very large f)nwers have 
been granted to municipal c<^mmittees. 

The power to iay out, alter, gi-ade, and iniprove streets, 
like other legislative powei*s, is a continuing- one, unless the 
contrary be indiiiated. It may, therefore, Ije exercised from 
time to time, as the wants of the public may require. Of 
the necessity or ex|^<liency of its exercise, the governing 
body of the corporation, and not tht; court, is the 
judge. 

Recent changes.— Sub-clause (<>) has been substituted by 
S. 57 of tlie Punjab Amendment Act. New powers have 
been granted to committees over public streets which are 
no longer to be maintained as public streets. 
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Anifilogoits Lowt^ l 

S. 201, Bengal District Munici* j 
pal Act, 1884. i 

Ss. 22,1, 222 & 233, Bengal Muni- i 
cipaJ Act, XV of 1932. 

Ss. 172 & 178, Bdaar and Orissa 
Municipal Act, 1922 
S. 114, Bombay Municipal j 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 1 

S. SO, Bombay District Municipal 
Act, III of 1901. i 

Ss. 289 (2) & (3), 290, 291, 296 ' 
(/) & 319, Bombay City Muni -1 
cipal Act, ni of 1888. 

S. 84, Burma Municipal Act, III ; 

of 1898. : 

Ss. 252 & 306-7, Calcutta City ' 
Municipal Act, III of 1923. 


S. 192, f^tntooment Act, U pf 
1924. 

S. 90, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 205-7 & 213, Madras City 
Municipal Act, 1919. 

Ss. 163-5 & 172, Madras District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 160, 161 & 169, W & (p), 
Rangoon City Municipal Act, 
1922. 

S. 219, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 

English Law :— 

S. 33, Public Health Act, 1925. 

S. 82, Highway Act, 1835. 

S. 149, Pubic Health Act, 1875. 


Esecutive Officers Act. —The power conferred upon the 
cjnmuttees under clause (c) of this section shall not be 
exercised by committees but may be exercised by the execu¬ 
tive oflicers in municipalities to which the Executive Officers 
Act has been extended. 


CUuse (a).— Power to establish mhI open streets.— The 

power to lay out, establish, and open streets and highways is 
conferred upon the municipality for the public benefit, and 
cannot be exercised solely for the use and benefit of private 
individuals. This power is legislative in its nature, and may 
be exerdsed either directly by the legislature, subjed always 
to any constitutional restrictions, or by the municipality 
under authority delegated to it by statute. 

Clause (5).—This would not apparently allow the 
narrowing of a public street; though under bye-laws framed 
under S. 188 (p) the committee will be justified in closdng a 
public street to a particular kind of traffic and in setting' up 
an iron rail so as to prevent vehicles with animals to get 
access to such streets; 5'J I. C. 215. In some cases where 
committees are authorisied to close streets they may close a 
portion of the street and thus narrow the streets but the 
authorities are not clear on the point. See Note on p. 18^ 
of Dillon’s Municipal Corporations. 

That the use of the streets for travel may be made safe 
and convenient, the legislature has conferred upon the 
committees the power in express terms to raise or lower the 
level of public streets and otherwise to improve them. When 
once a street has been graded or improved it does not pre¬ 
vent the committee from all time in future to alter the 
•grades-Of do 'effect -fresh improvements. Where a persop 
constructed or improved 1i!i8^icwie a6cor<i^g to the'grade -of 



tSeo.!^. 


the street as effected by a committee he cannot prevent the 
committee from making further improvements or altering 
the level even though the first improvement was made under 
a bye-law which also ordained that the level shall be the true 
level for future construction. Such bye-law could not be 
taken in the nature of a compact and was, therefore, not 
final. Cf. Dillon, p. 1811. 


Liability for change of grade. —The law is settled, as 
we shall have occasion hereafter more fully to illustrate, 
that unless expressly so declared by special constitutional 
provision, or by charter or statute, a municipal corporation 
is not liable to property owners for the consequential 
damages necessarily resulting from either establishing a 
grade or changing an established grade of streets, although 
improvements were made in conformity with the first grade. 
A statutory right to compensation for the change of a grade 
in a street is substantially a grant to the abutting owner of 
an easement in the street to have it maintained at its exist¬ 
ing grade. When the statute gives to an abutter the right 
to compensation for a change of grade, he can only recover 
when the facts and conditions prescribed by the statute are 
made to appear. Hence, there must be an actual change of 
grade by the municipality. If the only acts performed by 
the municipality consist in causing the inequalities of the 
street to conform to an already established and existing 
grade, there is no change of the grade within the meaning of 
a statute giving the right to compensation therefor. If the 
right to compensation is conferred by constitution or by 
statute, and the legislature prescribes a special remedy in 
such eases, that remedy alone can be pursued and an action 
will not lie. But if the statute creates the right, and pro¬ 
vides no exemption of the municipality from liability for 
resulting damages when the change of grade is effected 
without authority of law, or where it is made without com¬ 
plying with the provisions of the statute with reference 
thereto,^ under either of these conditions, the aggrieved 
abutter is entitled to recover his damages from the city in an 
ordinary action, although a special method of procedure may 
apply when the requirements of the statute are complied 

with: Dilhon, p. 1820. also pp. 297-8 of Lumlev’s 
“Public Health/' 10th Edition. i'l'- ^ ‘ o L.amiey s 


* pu^ 08«8 of the Act. —These words are 

not defined in the Act itself but some indication as to what the 
pur^ses of the Act are may be gathered by a reference to S. 52 
of the Act which details some of the objects to which the 
mummpal fund may 1^ devoted. C/. 1929 Cal. 33; 56 Cal. 230, 
12 1. C. 871. Seg Notes on pp. 253-6, ^ 
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Ac^aicitiM fcM* recoiipmeat.-^The committee may acquire 
land not only for the purposes of making a street but also 
land outside the proposed line of such street for purposes 
of recoupment. Cf. 48 Bom. 185; 1924 P. C. 3. 

Closing of streets.— It will be observed that while under 
clause (d) a public street may be permanently closed without 
assigning any reason such streets can be closed temporarily 
only for public purposes such as repair or for works to be 
carried out in exercise of powers under clause (&). 

Clause (d ).—Exercue of powers re closing of streets. —It does 
not necessarily follow because certain powers are conferred 
upon the municipality by the legislature that the exercise of 
the powers is always valid. Powers materially affecting the 
welfare of the public must necessarily be exercised not 
arbitrarily or capriciously but in a reasonable manner and 
with due regard to the well-known maxim which is applied in 
cases where highways are concerned that regard for the 
public welfare is the highest law. Cf -1925 Sindh 90, 81 I. 
C. 134. 

Closing public streets.— A right of permanent closing 
of a street includes the right of closing it temporarily for 
purposes of repairs because separate power is not granted by 
the Act for a temporary closing for repairs. The munici¬ 
pality has been given plenary powers to close the street 
without assigning any reason, and any member of public 
cannot raise questions as to the necessity for repair and its 
duration in a civil court. 1926 All. 538’; 48 All. 560. 

Obstruction of public way — Governments right to sb^ or 
divert public ways. —Government has no inherent power to 
block or divert an existing public highway. If they wish to 
obtain it, legislation is necessary. 1929 Bom. 94; 53 !^m. 
187. 

Dedication presumed from long user. Obstruction caus¬ 
ing special damage. 1929 Bom. 94. 

Loss of access to road and of right of drainage. —Where a 
part of the road in front of plaintiff’s house was sold by 
municipal committee under powers under the Act and the 
plaintiff lost access to his house and right of drainage over 
the part of the road sold: Held that the plaintiff was entitled 
to maintain a suit against the purchaser as his right to access 
to the road and drainage had been infringed. The fact that 
he could use the old road by a detour was not sufficient to 
disentitle him to the relief. Municipal committee was im¬ 
pleaded In the case, 1 All- 037, 
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, mi dMins •! Mreett.-^The plenary power of the 
iejgpsdature wer streets and highways is sueh that it mayy in 
^ ahaenee of apeeial eonstitational restrieHon, vacate or 
(useontinue the ^blic easement in them, or invest rounieipal 
corporations with this authority. But the power to vacate 
Streets and public places is not inherent in a municipality by 
reason of its creation and existence, nor is it to be implied 
iKyra the fact that it is vested with general control over such 
Struts and places. The power must be expressly conferred by 
legislative enactment, or must be necessary to the exercise of 
some power expressly conferred; and any requirements im¬ 
posed by statute must be substantially complied witli. The 
exercise of the power is discretionary on the part of the 
municipality; and in the absence of abuse the courts will 
not interfere with its exercise. Without a judicial deter¬ 
mination, a municipal corporation, under the authority 
conferred in its charter “ to locate and establish streets and 
alley^ and vacate the same,” may constitutionally order the 
vacation of a street; and this power, when exercised with due 
^^rd to uidividual rights, will not be restrained at the 
instance of a property-owner claiming that he is interested in 
keeping open the streets dedicated to the public. The power 
to vacate a street or public place is to exercised in the 
pubhc interest, and not for the sole purpose of beneliting 
Pennsylvania, and in some other States, it 
IS twld ^at the vacating of a street is not a taking of the pro- 
jwrty of an abutter which entitles him to compensation under 
+i!t provision, but there are many decisions to 

the effect that when the vacation of a street or highway 
interferes with the access to the abutter’s property in such 
^ ^®®P®cially and peculiarly damaged, suffer- 
i’*' differing from that of the public, not 

merely in degree, but also in kind, the abutter is entitled to 
compen^tion under statutory provision or under the consti¬ 
tution^ prohibition against the taking or damaging of private 
gro^rty for public use without maldng jusf SfmJeSn 

Iweivi'lSS.St!’" “ i* “titled to 

property taken by the vacating ot 

Md%;,‘n^eTblntrofftocme^tly bee^ 

»l«iaira.ri%c^Sly dam» *1? 

aift iniurv differing in nof„«^ « suffers 

that bHL nSbir«M^^ 

the question whether ^he consideration of 

I«cu!iarirdaS his re^ is specially and 

on the part of the courts. difference of opinion 

that under certain circu^tania thi®oj»njon 

ciix^umstanees the injury i? special and 
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peoaliar, whilst other courts under the same eireumstanoes 
have rt^garded it as only such as is sustained by the general 
public. The existence of the special and peculiar damage 
is, however, more readily recognized when the property 
abuts upon the particular part of the street that is vacated. 
Many decisions declare that as a general rule, only property 
abutting upon the portion of the street closed is specially 
damaged by the vacation, and that only such abutter can 
recover damages or compensation for the taking of this 
property. Hence, if the property of the abutter is located 
on another street, or on a different part of the same street, 
he is not entitled to compensation or damages. In other 
States this limitation is not observed, and decisions are to be 
found to the effect that the owner of property which does not 
abut on the part of the street closed is entitled to compen¬ 
sation, provided he is able to prove special and peculiar 
damage. The right to injunctive relief, where the abutter’s 
right exists generally, against the vacating of a city street 
without making compensation, is usually, although not uni¬ 
formly, conceded; but even in such cases an injunction will 
only be granted upon the application of a property-owner 
who can show that he suffers special and peculiar injury to 
his property by the closing of the street. 

When the public or municipal right in a city street is 
limited to a mere easement for street purposes, the fee of 
the street reverts upon vacation to the possession of the 
owner discharged from the public easement. If, however, 
the fee of the vacated street be in the city, as in the case of 
statutory dedications or otherwise, a diversity of opinion 
has arisen. In some cases it is held that the fee remains 
in the city, and that the land may be disposed of by the 
municipality, whilst other courts have with much seeming 
reason construed the fee to be a base or determinable fee, of 
which the municipality is divested upon the vacation of the 
street, and w’hich reverts to the original ovrner or his 
grantee, or to the abutter. In other jurisdictions often by 
virtue of express statutory provision, the fee attaches to the 
abutting property on either side of the street in proportion 
to frontage. Dillon, pp. 1835 to 1845. 

Clause (/).— C/. Provisions of S. 58 of the Act which 
authorizes the committees to acquire more land than is actual¬ 
ly necessary for a street. 

Scheme. —Any scheme, for instance, to improve the town 
for the purpose of removing overcrowding or any sdieme 
for new lay-out of any congested part of the city or town. 
The section in effect gives very wide powers to eomimtteea 
to improve the tQWi? on linos laid down in the Towp Planning 
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A<^ without resort to the specific provisions of such Acts, 
Cf. Also the provision of S. 192 under which building a 
scheme is contemplated. 

Of recent years, there is a growing demand for the 
preservation of natural beauty and conservation of the 
amenities of the neighbourhood resulting from the manner 
in W'hich it is laid out or built upon. The committees have 
sought to prevent encroachment of the undesirable features, 
unsightly erections and obnoxious trades. Restrictions 
dictated by aesthetic considerations cannot be imposed by 
bye-laws or otherwise on owners of private property when 
erecting or re-erecting them. The legislature has, it appears, 
to secure these objects empowered committees to impose 
conditions on the transfer of the sites so far as new building 
on the new areas laid out are concerned. 

Prohibition of traffic. —S. 169 alone without express 
powers conferred by S. 18S (/>) will not enable the wmmittee 
to prohibit a particular kind of traffic from a specific street. 
51 I. C. 341. 

Section ( 5 ').—The power of Commissioners to transfer 
land including roads must be exercised for the purposes of the 
Act, namely, the improvement of the municipality. Where a 
road as a road had become useless to the general public and the 
greater portion of it had been closed and was of no use and 
only a small portion still remained and it could only be used by 
the plaintiff and the \otaries of the temple to which it led: 
Held that in these circumstances the committee cannot be said 
to have acted beyond the power vested in it by the law in 
regarding this portion of the road as no longer retjuired for 
the purposes of the Act and selling it. They did not certainly 
do something prohibited by law or inconsistent with the Act. 
C/. 1929 Cal. 33; 56 Cal. 280. 

There is nothing in the Act which prohibits the commit¬ 
tee to stop or divert a road or to dispose of a road. The only 
limitation to their power given by the Act is that they must 
exercise such power only for the purposes of the Act. The 
word ‘ land ’ would include road. 'Jbid. 

Sale of land forming a street. - Before the addition of 
proviso it was questionable if the committees had power to sell 
land of the streets when the soil of street Avas not owned by 
them. 

The cases doubting this power proceeded on the presump¬ 
tion that the soil of the street belongs to the adjacent owners 
and on the interpretation of the word "vest’^ which it has 
feeep held does not confer the rights of absolute ownership 
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There can be no doubt as to absolute right of transfer in 
such streets as have been constructed by municiialitiea on 
land either acquired or owned by them. 

In 7 All. 362 on the corresponding section of the N. W. 

P. and Oudh Act, it was held that the section was not intend¬ 
ed to deprive persons of any private right of property they 
might have in the land used as a public highway or to confer 
su^ right on the municipality nor has the section any such 
effect. In 2 Cal. p, 425, it was held the Commissioners have 
no power to stop or obstruct a public way in the absence of 
express authority under the Act. 2 Cal. 425; 13 Cal. 171. 

Jurisdiction of Civil Court to interfere. —If the municipality 
acts ultra vires the civil court has the power to interfere as 
also the power to grant proper relief to the aggrieved party. 

This is the principle on which civil courts interfere with acts 
of public bodies such as municipal bodies created by statutes, d 
1929 Cal. 33; 56 Cal. 280. 

Provuo. -By the proviso the committees are rendered | 
absolute owners of the soil of streets after it has continuously I 
vested in them for a period of twenty-five ^eurs. When a | 
new street is declared a public street under S. 171 and when it I 
^comes a public street by public funds being spent on it it will 
not become the absolute property for 25 years. When such 
a street before the expiry of 25 years is no longer required 
for purposes of a street, it will revert to the original owners 
on payment of reasonable compensation and subject to res¬ 
trictions to be imposed on the future use of such land. In 
case the owner is unable or unwilling to pay such compensa¬ 
tion the land will be sold and the sale-proceeds less the ! 
reasonable compensation will be paid to the owners. ’ 

Who will he owners?— They will be the persons who 
originally laid out the street or the abutting owners if these 
were assigned the land under the proposed streets. 

Powers under the section.— The municipality has power 
to abandon an old road for a new one. They can straighten 
a crooked road and dispose of the fragment of the old road 
that fall outside the alignment of the new one. 11 I. C. 28. 

Where the sale stopped the right of drainage and access 
to the public road of the owner of a house abutting on the 
street sold, the owner was held entitled to maintain an action 
against the purchaser. 1 All. 557. 

170. (1) No parson shidl cut down my trees or cut off e Powm 
brMich of sAy tree, or erect or demolidi my building, or pert of P«nnit t i 
a boUding, or alter w repair the otdside my binldhig, where 
Mwb action is of « netwe to cause obstmetim, danger dr stie^Tw 
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toiilOsNMbe, or tiA oi oUtmctiiMtiy danger or aiu^enoe, to nny 
p^eon ndttg o street, without die preetons permission in writing 
the committee. 

(2) llie committee may at any time 1^ notice require 
that any person doing or proposing to do any of the acts refer¬ 
red to in sub-section (1) shall refrain from beginning or continu¬ 
ing the act unless he puts up, maintains, and provides from sunset 
to sunrise with sufficient lighting such hoardings or screens as are 
specified or described in tiie notice and may further at any time 
by notice reqiHre the removal, vntliin a time to be spedfied in 
the notice, of any hosuding or soreen orected in anticipation or 
in pursuance of any of the said acts. 

(3) Whoever “contravenes the provisions of sub-section 
(1) or fails to comply with the terms of a notice under sub-sec- 
tion (2) shall be punishable with fine which may extend to fifty 
rupees and vdien the contravention or non-compliance is a con¬ 
tinuing one with a further fine which may extend to five rupees 
for every day after the first dwing which the eontravoation or 
non-comidiance continues. 


S. 170-A has been renumbered as S. 170 by S. 59 of 
the Punjab Amendment Act, HI of 1933 while the original 
S. 170 has been omitted from this place by S. 58 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act, III of 1933 and incorporated in S. 173. 

S. 170-A now S. 170 was introduced by Amendment Act, 
II of 1923. 


Analogous Law :— I 

S. 235, Bengal District Munici- | 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. 231, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 176, Behar and Orissa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

S. 153, Elombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S 123, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, HI of 1901. 

Ss. 326 & 461 (cc) Bombay City 
Municipal Act, III of 1888. 

S 93“A, Burma Municipal Act, 


TII of 1898. 

S. 231, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S. 227, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

; S. 187, Madras District Munici- 
I pal Act, V of 1920. 

I S. 213, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 

English Law .— 

S. 34, Public Health Act, (Am¬ 
endment) 1890. 

S. 32, Public Health Act, 1907. 


Executivu Officers Act.— The powers conferred upon the 
committees under this seeftion shall not be exfercised by eom- 
mittees but fee exercised by the executive oflieers in mufii- 
eipalities to mMek ihe Iheecutive KMoers Aet to feeee 
extended! . 





« t 

537 


170>A. (’1) No peryon dbatl lajr ont or Buke eonuaiffliee 
to lay out or inaiko • street without tlw senctioD of the copB^ 
Bolttee. 

(2) Eveiy pwtiMn w^ hi|t(^s to Uy out or pyefco a 
street shoUighre notKe in writing to the comfnhh"* fO^-iotOB* 
tioiM 

(3) WbjNw a opmnsittee has issued an order onder dbnise 

t ol^eetion )70-!B no notice under siAxseetion (2) diall 
tamed to -he tmlid until the particidars required undwr 
order have heen famished to die satislaction of the oom- 


Notice to )>e 
given nnd 
sattcition ob^ 
tained before 
making a 
street. 4 


Notes. 


Ss. 170-A to 170-P had been newly introduced in 
Act by the Amendment Act, 11 of 1923. These sections had 
been boirowed from the U. P. Act, II of 1916. S. 170-A (now 
S. 170) empowers committee to require the protection of 
streets during erection or demolition of buildings or during 
cutting down of trees. 

S. 60 of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933 have 
numbered Ss. 170 B to 170-G as Ss. 170-A to 170-P. Though 
the Amendment Act does not say so the references in the 
sections themselves must also be taken to the seetiens as 
renumbered under General Clauses Act. 

Analogous Law: — 

S. 225, Bengal Municipal Act, of 1896, 

XV of 1932. S. 314, Calcutta City Municipal 

S. 164, Befaar and -Orissa Muni- Act, III of 1923. 

cipal Act, 1922. S. 216, Madras GUy Municipal 

Sf. 61 (1) l«) & 117 (1) Bombay Act, 1919. 

Municipal Boroughs Act, S. 176 (1 )& (2), Madras IHatrict 
1925, i Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 48 (o), Bombay District i Ss 1C5 & 174, Rangoon City 

Municipal Act, III of 1901. | Municipal Act, 1922. 

S 91 (1), Bombay Local Boards S, 203, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
Act, VI of 1923. 1916 

3. 802, Bombay City Municipal English Law :— 

Act, m of 1888; Ss. 157 & 191, Public Health 

3 96, Burma Municipal Act, III Act, 1875. 

Commento.—Notice under clause (2) should not be vague 
jut requirements should be specified and described in suflS- 
dent detail in the notice. 

Some of the big cities have outgrown their old boupk 
•aries. The new suburbs have not followed any aystem aiid 
he -evils , existing in the old towfls have.generally been allow- 
d to be reparoducedin the new aoreas dunng 

^ qluaJ'sMa’ of aoentm^. The, ijav? Sftsaad in .a|l.i 
Hbwed some control over such developments by empowermg 
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the committees to refuse sanction to erection of buildings 
' if they did not conform to a regular scheme. Committees 
havd been making layout plans of undeveloped areas a»d 
compelling people to respect these layouts when erecting 
r buildings. The Ss. 170-A to 170-P now introduced give 
large powers of control over the future developments of 
municipal towns and much will depend on the way in which 
powers newly granted are exercised. These powers, it is re- 
• gretted, are not being properly used and their importance- is 
not being realized. The committees should see that new 
streets are of suflScient width not only to meet the existing 
traffic and the requirements of the near future but are of 
sufficient width to meet the traffic that may be expected to be 
put on such streets in distant future, say a hundred years 
hence. 

Lay ont or make a new street. —When can a person be 
said to lay out or make a new street is not easy in every ease 
to determine. The term “ new street means a road old or 
new’ on both sides or on one side of which more or less con¬ 
tinuous houses have recently been built so as to give it for 
the first time the character of a new street. 

See Explanation to S. 170-D. 

The.following English authorities, it will be noticed, 
show that an ancient highway may become a new street with¬ 
in the meaning of S. 157 and other sections of the Public 
Health Act (corresponding to these new’ sections) if houses 
are built along its sides so as to make it a street in the ordi¬ 
nary acceptation of tlie term; Pound &c. v. Plumstead District 
Board of Works, (1871) L. R. 7 Q. B. 183; Dryden v. Putney 
i^Overveers of), (1876) 1 Ex. D. 223; Robinson y. Barton 
Eccles. L, B., (i882) 21 Ch. D 621; Att.-Gen, v. Rufford, (1899) 
1 Ch. 537. See also Hampstead Vestry v. Cotton, 
(1885) 16 Q. B. D. 4:7o', Holden V. St. Mary,\Islinyton (Fw- 
try of), (l886) 2 T. L. R. 74U. In Robinson v. Barton Eccles* 
L. B., supra, Jessel, M, R., said at p. ^^2: “ It is often a 
difficult thing to say when a street begms to be a new street, 
that is, when it begins to alter its character. New streets may 
be made under dilterent circumstances. The whole land on 
both sides may belong to one owner. Then, suppose, he con¬ 
ceives a design of making a new street and has a plan drawn. 
To my mind, he does not begin the laying out of the street 
within the meaning of the Act of Parliament. The Act of 
Parliament is not concerned with what people do upon paper 
but with what they do in point of fact and upon the land. 
Then, when would such an owner begin to lay out and form a 
street! To my mind, he would do so when he built his first 
house, having the intention to go on to make a street 
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would then have begun to la$r out atid form a street, and it 
would from that moment be^n to be a street. But streets may 
be formed in another way. Suppose that alon^ the line of tiiat 
which would eventually be considered a street, there are a 
great many owners. No one of them could make a t)lan for the 
whole, but it may be clear that all of them are intending to 
build with re^rd to and so as to utilize an existing road¬ 
way. How, then, will those people lay out and form a street? 
Each of them, by what he does on his own land, would be 
taking part in laying out and forming a street. Which of 
them begins f I should say the one who first begins to 
build be^ns to form a street; and if you find that there are 
several proprietors along a line, each of whom acts so that 
the tribunal comes to the conclusion that all of them intend 
to build in the same direction, then the tribunal would have 
the right to say that there is a common intention amongst 
all these people to build in a particular course which will 
produce a street, and, therefore, the first of them who, in 
virtue of that common idea, begins to build, is beginning 
to form and lay out a street, and he and' all others are 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Board. There is another 
ease to which my Lord has alluded, where there are several 
proprietors along a long line, but no tribunal could say that 
there ever was at the same time an intention amongst them 
all to build. One man at the end of the street may have 
begun to build,‘but the others have not built nor laid out 
their lands as building lands, or advertised it as building 
land, nor done anything to show an intention to build. 
Then the street really forms itself, as it were, by gradual 
accretion without any common intent. In such a case, you 
have to wait until you can see by the course of building 
that there is a common intent to build. The moment you 
see that, you come to the conclusion that a street has begun 
to be formed.” Further on, the same learned judge observed 
as follows : — 

“ There are two ways in which a street may come into 
existence where there was no street before. A person may 
take a grass field, or a country lane (for, -in my opinion, it 
makes no difference whether or not there was a public high¬ 
way and lane, or a footpath existing before, which is thrown 
into the street, and is utilised, or whether there was nothing 
but a, mere plot of grass land out of which a new roadway 
is made), he may take it and build continuous lines of 
houres so as to form what is commonly known as a street. 
When I say continuous lines, I do not mean that there are 
to be no breaks or intervals, but there must be a certain 
degree of continuity. A new street may arise in another; 
awi that is, where it is not from the first laid out as a 
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atiwt formal mahTfarj bat maj^ be considcped to ur 
80 to, itself. This often happens where there is aa 

existiDg hi^way, and people build houses along the sides of 
that liij^way, so that without any intention of lairing oat a 

t eeti siareet grows. When does it become a street f 

is ^lestion cannot be answered until you know the local* 
ity* It must be a question in each particular c^ when the 
TOad -becomes a street. At sometime or other it becomes a 
'Street, and as soon as it does so it is a new street and not 
less a new street because some of the houses were built 
,beforeitwas a street.” In the same case, when before the 
Ifouse of Lords, Lord Selborne, L. C., referring to the defini* 
tion of “ street ** in S. 4 of Public Health Act, 1875, said that 
“ the definition was not meant to prevent the word receiving 
its ordinary, popular, and natural sense whenever that 
would be properly applicable ; but to enable the word as 
used in the Act, when there was nothing in the context or 
the subject-matter to the contrary, to be applied to some 
things to which it would not ordinarily bo applicable.” And 
he continued: I look upon this portion of the interpre¬ 

tation clause as meaning neither more nor lesS than this, 
that the provisions contained in the Act as to streets, 
whether new streets or old streets, shall, unless there be 
something in the subject-matter and the context to the con¬ 
trary, be read as applicable to the different things. It is 
perfectly consistent with that that they ’should be read 
as applicable, and should be apjdied to those things to 
which they in their natural sense apply, and which do not 
require any interpretation clause to bring them in ; and 
in the natural and popular sense of the word “ street,” or 
the words new street,” 1 should (sertainly understand a 
roadway with buildings on each side (it is not necessary 
to say how far they must or may be continuous or diseonti- 
nuoua), and by new street a place which before had not 
that character, but which by the construction of buildings 
on both sides, or possibly on one side, has acquired it.” 
8 App. Cases, 798. 

In Att,~Gen. v. Gibb, (1909) 2 Ch. 265, Parker, J. 
had that the words “new street” in S. J57 were not 
confined to new streets in the popular sense of roadways 
with houses on either side, hut may include lanes, alleys and 
paasages, not intended to have houses on either side. In 
that case O employed a builder to erect cottages, and* the 
builder deposited plans showing that he intended to erect 
them eisrt^y-seven yaids from the road with an approach 
consisting of a footpath five or six feet wide. The suiweyor 
pointed out to the builder that such an approach would not 
satisfy tlw “ new street ” bjre-laws, §nd the builder, without 
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doniialttng -6, said that a roadway of the required width 
would. be made at the termination of a tenancy over other 
land belonging to G, and sent in an amended plan idiowing 
stidi road. The surveyor and chairthan gave provisional 
isonsent to the plans and allowed the work to be commenced, 
and subsequently the plans were approved subject to a* 
condition that the road should be made up, and the builder 
wrote saying that the road would be made in due course, 
but for the jpresent paths would be made. In the result a 
pathway was formed 202 feet long, and no road was made 
within a reasonable time. In an action against G and the 
builder for (1) a declaration that they had laid out a 
“ new street ” in contravention of the bye-laws by reason of 
the same not being thirty six feet wide and not having been 
constructed for use as a carriage road, (2) a mandatory in¬ 
junction or order requiring them to widen the said new 
street, it was held that the footpath vras a new street, that 
the builder was G’s agent, and that an injunction should 
be granted against G; as against the builder the claim was 
dismissed. 

What amounts to **laying out** a street.— By the 

Metropolis Management Act. 1862, S. 98, no existing road, 
etc., might be“ formed or laid out for building as a street** 
for carriage traffic until widened to forty feet. With refer¬ 
ence to this provision, Blackburn, J., said: *' Whether an 

intended building is sufficient to make a street is a question 
of more or less; one house would not be sufficient. Whether 
the intended houses are sufficiently numerous and continuous 
is a question of degree, and must be a question of fact for 
the magistrate. When may the owner be said to have begun 
to lay out the road for that purpose? I do not think that if 
a person merely puts up a hoarding or leaves the way with¬ 
out any fence, or Icav-es the old fence untouched while he is 
building, he can be said to have laid out the road; but as soon 
as he begins to put up fences, and marks out the boundary, 
which he intends to be the permanent boundary between his 
building and the road, then he may be said to have begun to 
lay out the road for the forming of the street; and this also is 
a question of fact for the magistrate.’* See Taylor v. Metro¬ 
politan Board of Works. (I860 f-*' R. 2 Q. B. 213. In that 
case plots of land had in 1864 been sold for building pur¬ 
poses. These plots abutted on a lane w'hich was an ancient 
carriage-way and had old buildings at intervals on both 
sides. The lane varied in width from forty-one to twenty- 
eight feet; opposite the plots it was twenty-eight feet only, 
and on the other side of the road was a permanent enclosure 
belonging to a diurch, and other old buildings. In July 
1866 A toUght the plots, houses having been erected on two. 



of them the front walls of the house beinjg twenty-seveh' feet 
from the old wooden fence of the lane. On September 26th 
he began to remove the fence, which had been left untouched, 
and to substitute a permanent wall and railing. The magist> 
rate found that he thereby commenced to form and lay out the 
road for building as a street. It was held that he was properly 
convicted under S. S9 of the Act, of 1862, but that the section 
would have been satisfied had A set back his fence to a dis¬ 
tance of twenty feet from the crown of the road, although the 
result would have been to leave the road less than forty feet 
wide. This case may be compared with one decided in the 
following year under the same section. The respondent was 
the owner of land upon which he had, in 1866, erected some 
houses. The gardens at their backs abutted upon an ancient 
lane, and some of the owners of land adjoining this lane had 
in 1867 begun to form it into a street for carriage traffic 
Within the meaning of the section. The respondent himself 
bad done no act towards forming or laying out the lane as a 
street for the purposes of carriage traffic, except that in 1866 
he removed an old bank and thorn fence and substituted an 
oak fence three feet within his oivn land, nor had he any 
intention of doing any such act, or of putting up any building 
fronting towards the lane: Held, that he had not infringed 
the section, and was not bound to set back his oak fence so as 
to leave a space of twenty feet between it and the centre 
of the land. Metropolitan Board of Works V. Clever, (1868) 
L. R. 3 C. P. 531. It had previously been held that the sec¬ 
tion did not apply when new buildings abutted in the rear 
upon an old lane of less width than forty feet. Metropolitan 
Board of Works v. Cox, (1865) 19 C. B. (N. S.) 445. 

Dedication not necessary. —It is not necessary that the 
new street should be dedicated to the public. St, Mary, 
Islington (^Vestry of) V. Barrett, (1874) 1 1 . K. 9 Q. B. 278. In 
general, whether a ground forms part of a street, or is private 
property, is a question of fact. Bell v. Great Crosby U. D. C., 
(1913) 77 J. P. 37; 108 L. T. 455. 

Person who lays out ” a new street. —An owner of land 
gave notice to the authority of his intention to lay out certain 
new streets, including a certain back street, and deposited 

g iians of such streets. Notice vras also given by a builder of 
is intention to dig and lay out the foundations of four 
cottages in the back street, and a plan of such street was 
deposited by him. In the plans deposited by the owner and 
builder, the back street, in which it was intended to build the 
cottages, was shown to be only twelve feet wide, whereas the 
minimum width required by the bye-laws was eighteen feet 
The authority ^ave to both the pwqer and the buil4er uotioo 
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of their disapproval of sudi plans, and on the builder pro¬ 
ceeding to build the cottages according to the disapproved 
plans, they summoned him for laying out a new street bf 
insufficient width, contrary to the bye-laws. It was held that 
such summons was rightly dismissed, as the owner, and nob 
the builder, was the person who had laid out the street. 
Sunderland (Mayor of) V. Brown, (1880) 44 J. P. 831. Per 
Hawkins, J. : “ All that the builder was employed to do 
was to build certain cottages upon the line of a street already 
laid out. 

In view of the recent introduction of Ss. 170-A to 170-P 
and S 192 controlling the laying out of neAV streets, the 
committees are no longer under any necessity to get any 
lay-out plans sanctioned, as required by hhcplanatlon to S. 193 
and now deleted and the question whether the committee by 
getting lay-out plans sanctioned could deprive owners of their 
private rights in property included in lay-out streets is 
no longer of any great importance. However, ttie following 
quotations from Dillon’s work on “Municipal Corporation” 
will show how the matter has been looked at by American 
courts:— 

Dedicatioii by platting and sale; necessity of accqptan^ 
by public. —The cases uniformly hold tliat the platitng of 
land by the owner and the sale and conveyance of lots with 
reference to the plat, constitute strong evidence of intent to 
dedicate to public use the streets and ways indicated upon 
the plat. But there appears to be some conflict of authority 
on the question whether the dedication is complete, and 
public rights are created without any act of acceptance by the 
municipal or public authorities, or without such user by the 
public as will imply an acceptance. In this connection it 
must be kept in view that the platting and sale create 
certain rights in the grantees of the original owner, which, 
as between the grantor and the grantee, are irrevocable in 
their nature. But do these rights enure to the benefit of the 
public without any user by the public in general, or acts of 
acceptance by the public or municipal authorities f Many of 
the decisions appear to hold that an irrevocable dedication 
to public use is complete and perfect by the mere mak ing 
and filing of a plat and the sale of lots with reference thereto 
ivithout any acts of acceptance by public user, or by the 
municipal authorities. But it is to be observed of these deci¬ 
sions that in many of them sufficient acts of acceptance by the 
public authorities or by public user were shown, or, 
where such was not the case, that the facts and circumstances 
justified the inference that the dedicator had not revoked or 
re-cidled his tender of dedication. Other decisions recognise 
the fact that, as. against the owner who. has platted the land 





. and haJs sold ^tS'reference to the plat, the owner, 
t haying unequivocally manifest^ his intention to abandon the 
prpperty and to dedicate it to prubiie use, is, by making the 
plat i^d selling lots with reference thereto, precluded from 
exercising any power of retraction, at least, without the 
, consent of those to whom he has sold the property, and on 
sqch platting .and sale the public right to . appropriate the 
. lands td public use at any time when the public wants 
r^uire it immediately attaches. But other decisions recog¬ 
nize a clearly deline<i distinction between the rights, ^quired 

• the public., through dedication effected by platting and 
. sale,idid the*private rights acquired by the grantees by virtue 
, of the grant or covenant contained in a deed which refers 
. to a plat, or bounds the property upon a street through the 

* grantor’s lands. . These decisions adopt the vieAv that where 
. lands are platted and sales are made with reference to the 
, plat, the acts of the owner in themselves merely create 
' private rights in the grantees entitling the grantees to the use 
, of the streets and ways laid dowp on the plat or referred to 

in the conveyance. But these rights are purely in the 
‘ nature of private rights founded upon a grant or covenant, 
and no public rights attach to such streets or lands until 
-there has been an express or implied acceptance of the dedi¬ 
cation, evidenced either by general public user or by the acts 
of -the public authorities. In this view, the making of the 
plat and the sale of lands with reference thereto are merely 
' evidence of an intent to dedicate, which like every other 
common law dedication, to be made complete and carried 
into effect so as to create public rights, must be accepted and 
acted • upon by the public. Dillon, p. 1737-40. 

Appropriatum to stt>eet uses of lands subject to private 
catetnents. - When the owner of a tract of land divides if inte 
,stre^ts, blocks and lots, and sells lots with reference to a 
plat or map or deeds bounding upon the streets, he devotes 
the land to use as a street at least as between himself and 
his grantees who have purchased lots. His grantees acquire 
an easement in the strip of land for use as a highway in 
ot^r to have access to and from the lots purchased. They 
are entitled to have it kept open as a street for their benefit; 
and ttiereafter the owner holds the title to the fee encum¬ 
bered by an easement for the benefit of the grantees of the 
lots which he has sold. The rights which the several grant¬ 
ees of the purchased lots on both sides of the street ihus 
.acquire impress upon the land all the characteristics of a 
public street, fiiough it may not have been completely dedi- 
cat^ by the owner to that purpose, or accepted by the puttie 
au<ii®rities.as a highway. -The municipality by virtue of 
aes^lafOve-antbority* may lay out apablie street- over the 
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strip of land thus devoted to street uses and may acquire by 
condemnation the necessary rights in the strip for that pur¬ 
pose. The compensation to be paid to the owner of the soil will 
depend upon the nature and character of the estate taken by 
the city. If the title to the street be not reserved by the 
original owner, but be vested in the owners of the lots abut¬ 
ting on the street, the ownership of the fee of the land has 
been held to have a substantial value to the abutting proper¬ 
ty owner, in the degree of control it gives him over the uses 
to which the street may be put. It vests him with the right 
to defend against and to enjoin a use of, or an encroachment 
upon, the street, under legislative or municipal authority, for 
purposes inconsistent with those uses to which streets should 
be, or have been ordinarily subjected, unless just compen¬ 
sation is provided to be made. Ownership of the land in the 
street is subject only to the public easement therein as a 
highway. In the absence fif a provision for compensation, 
the taking of the street for some new or additional and incon¬ 
sistent use would be illegal. But if the abutting owner does 
not own the fee of the land in his street he has no such right 
to compensation and is remediless against a taking of me 
street under legislative or municipal sanction for other uses, 
except such uses be unreasonable, and not in their nature so 
improj)er as to obstruct free passage upon the street, or to 
amount to a nuisance, or to deprive him of the en.ioyment of 
easenients of light, air, and access. Hence, the fee of the 
street may be valuable to the abutting owner, and that value 
is sufficient to justify an award of substantial compensation 
to him, when the mtmicipality takes the fee, and not merely 
an easement for street use. But if the owner has parted with 
all the lands abutting on the street and no longer has any 
rights outside the .street to protect by reason of his owner¬ 
ship of the fee, it would seem that these considerations do not 
necessarily apply, and under such circumstances an award 
of nominal damages may be justified when the fee of the street 
is taken by the city purjxises. If, how’ever, the city does 
not attempt to appropriate the fee of the land for" street 
uses, but merely an easement, then the public easement is 
merely superinduced upon and added to the private easement 
which already exists in favour of the owners of the different 
lots, and under such circumstances an award of only nomi¬ 
nal damages is not only justified, but is usually reijuired by 
the circumstances. 

The rights or interests of an abutting owner who holds 
only an easement in a strip of land which entitles him to 
have it maintained as a stre^et or road, are nt:»t damaged iu 
consequence of the taking of the fee of such road oi' street as 
a street or highway. After it is thus taken and maintained 
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by the publie authorities, the abutting owner’s ^sement still 
remains unimpaired. He has all the right in the road or 
highway that he had before enjoyed, and no property of his 
is taken by the proceeding. Dillon, pp. 1804-7. 


170iA. The committee may, within one monA of the 
receipt of the notice requireil by sub-section (2) of Section 
170-A issue — 

(a) an order directiag that for a period therein specified, 
which shall not be longer than one month from the 
date of such order, the intended work shall not be 
proceeded wdth, or 

(If) an order requiring further particulars. 


Notes. 


Analogous Law: - 1 S. 9f>, Burma Municipal Act, 

S. 225, Bengal Municipal Act, ' HI of 1898. 

XV of 1 932. 1 S. 314, Calcutta City Municipal 

S. I€5, Behar and Orissa Munici- i -Act, III of 1923. 

pal Act, i922. ' S. 216, Madras City Municipal 

S. 117 2 , Bombay Municipal i Act, 1919. 

Bomughs Act, 1925. S. 176 (5). Madras District 

S. 91 2' (a). !^mbay District! Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Municipal Act, HI of 1901. ■ S. 201, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

S. 302-A, Bombay City Municipal ■ 1916- 

Act, HI of 1888 English Law: - 

S. 157, Public Health Act, 1875. 


Comments. —This and the following sections correspond to 
S8.18 iandl93 of the Act regulating the eonstruetlona of 
buildings. On the receipt of a notice under S. 170-A the com¬ 
mittee has to sanction or refuse the sanction within two 


months, vide S. 1/0-C. Before passing orders under S. 170-0, 
wvikvtv one month issue an ortier prohifcftt- 
ing the person giving the noViee !rom p.oceed'mg with the 

cannot last longer than 

toe street is to te sanctioned or refused^ with'’ 

the receipt of notice under S imonths 
under S. l7p.B U) has bin iLued 
to debuer order of sanction ^ ‘Committee is 

tto work has been prohibiWI nndi? ? for 

3^ orders of saiuon oT (“) of S. WK 

‘*0 “ootiis inlSri»'*,n‘" i* raade and 
may be shorter if orders under though tie period 

In a^yciase the period for deLritS have been Sued, 
geeed two months. When orde^i ^nnot 

committee is not (^) ^as 

unless these"! orders 

plied. The committees will have two are sup- 

avetwo months to pass orders 
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of sanetion or refusal from the time the pwtieulars are 
supplied. 

Sub-elause (c) presupposes that without such order the 
applicant can proceed with his intended work — this is incon¬ 
sistent with the provisions of S. 170-A under which the 
applicant cannot commence the work without sanction. 

^ 170-C. ^ Within two months after the receipt of the s p 
notice required by sub-section (2) of Section 270-A the committee 
committee may refuse to sanction the proposed street, or nwy Y'o' 
sanction it either absolutely or subject to such written directions street. " * 
as to level, metalling, paving, means of drainage, direction 
and width as the committee may deem fit to issue and the person 
lajring out or making such street shall comply with the sanction 
of the committee in every particular: 

Provided that should the committee neglect or omit for two 
months after receipt of such notice, or if an order has been 
issu^ under clause (a) of Section 170-B fail mthin the period 
specified in such order to make and deliver to the person udio 
has given such notice an order of sanction or refusal in 
respect thereof, it shall be deemed to have sanctioned the pro- 
P posed street absolutely. 

Notes. 

Analogous Law". — j 

S. 225, Bengal Municipal Act, j S. 314, of Calcutta City Munici- 
XV of 1932. pal Act, Ilf of 923. 

S. 166, Behar and Orissa Munici- S. 2l6, Mailras City Municipal 
pal Act, 1922. Act, 19:9. 

S. 117 (3), Bombay Municipal S. 176 3 >, Madras Di.<?trict Muoj- 
Boroughs Act, 1925. cipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 91 k'2), Bombay District Muni- , S, 166, Rangoon City .Junicipal 
cipal Act, III of 1901. Act, 1922. 

S. 303, Bombay City Municipal S, 20>, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

Act, m of 1888. 1916. 

96, Burma Municipal Act, III ' 
of 1898. 

Edrecdons as to level width, etc.— Urban authorities in 
England frame bye-laws for enforcing these matters and the 
ju&al authorities on bye laws framed under corresponding 
mwiaiOfi® noiay usefully be consulted as guides. By 
Sunderland Improvement Act, 18^, S. 37, it shall 
not be lawful for any person, except with the consent of 
the corporation, to erect or build, or begin to erect or build, 
any new building abutting upon any new street or part of a 
new street, unless the corporation shall have previously 
approved of the level and available width of such new street 
or part of a new street nor until the carriageway and footway 
of speh new street, or part of a new street, diall have been 
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formed to audi a level and of such a width and constructed 
and sewered to the satisfaction of the corporation, in 
accordance with S. 150* of the Public Health Act, 1875. 
Hie appellants, who were builders, gave notice to the cor¬ 
poration of their intention to lay out a certain new street, 
and the plans for its construction were approved. They 
subsequently gave notice that they intended to erect four 
new houses in that street, and the plans for these were also 
approved. The appellants began to erect these houses 
abutting upon a part of the new street which had been 
sewered, paved, flagged, and channelled to the satisfaction 
of the corporation. The rest of the new street had not 
been constructed and made good to the satisfaction of the 
corporation within S. d7 of the local Act. The appel¬ 
lants were summoned for infringing that section, and were 
fined: Held^ that the conviction was right, for, as the 
appellants had given notice to lay out the whole of a new 
street, the corporation, under the local Act, were entitled to 
withhold their consent to the erection of any house or build¬ 
ing abutting on it until the whole was constructed and 
sewered to their satisfaction. Woodhill v. Sunderland (Mayor 
etc., of), (1887), 52 J. P. 5; 57 L. T. 303. 

Bye-laws provided: “ .., (4) Every person who shall lay 
out a new street shall so lay out such street that the width 
thereof shall be forty feet at least.... (6) Every person who 
shall construct a new street shall provide at one end, at 
least, of such street an entrance of a width equal to the 
width of such street, and open from the ground upwards. : 
Held, that the sixth bye-law was mtra vires and reason¬ 
able, and that it prevented a landowner from constructing a 
new street upon his land until he had provided an entrance 
to the new street of the specified width, even though the 
entrance could only be made upon the land of another 
person over whom he had no control; Held, also, that the 
" construction ''of a new street included the building of the 
houses abutting on it. and, consequently, that the landowner 
could not, until an adequate entrance had been provided, 
ereet houses abutting on the pr(.)posed new street Hendon 
L. B. v. Pounce, (1889) 42 Ch. 1). 602. 

In Bromley L, B. V. JAoyd, (1892) 7)6 ,1. V. 278, 66 L. T 
462, a person desired to construct a new street upon his 
own land The proposed entrance to it was a public lane of 
a width varying from twelve to twentv feet* upon bye-laws 
similar to those in the last case, Kekewich, J., held that the 
person promsing to construct the new street was under an 
obligation, before constructing it, to provide an entrance of 

* Cf. S. 171 of Punjab Municipal Act, 
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the width prescribed by the bye-laws, and, further, that the 
fact that the entrance proposed was a public road did not 
alter such obligation if that road was of less than the 
prescribed width; and, he, therefore, granted an interim 
injunction. But when the case was tried before Wills, J., 
he gave judgment for the defendant on the ground that the 
entrance required by the bye-law meant merely a praetieaWe 
way into street: (1893) 9 T. L, R, 30G. Where bye-laws 
required that the entrance to any new street should be thirty- 
six feet wide at least, the local authority were held justified 
in refusing to pass plans for the construction of a new street 
showing an entrance less than thirty-six feet wide, consisting 
of an existing street outside their district. Barton Regis R, 
D. C. V. Stevens, (189G) 61 J. P. 598; 12 T. L. R. 347. 

The bye-laws of a local board required that every 
person laying out a new street should, if it were a principal 
street, lay it out at least thirty-six feet wide. In 1875 the 
board approved the plan of an estate showing a street as in¬ 
tended to 1)6 laid out thirty-six feet wide. In 1887 the relator 
built three houses in the street according to the plans 
approved by the board; and in 1895 he sought an injunction to 
restrain the defendant Bell from building so as to cause the 
street to be of less width than thirty-six feet. North, .T., re¬ 
fused an injunction because there was nothing to show that 
this was a principal” street within the meaning of the bye¬ 
laws. Alt.-Gcn V, Pudsey L. B. and Bell, (1895) 59 J. P. 329. 

In the town ol' Goole certain ways existed communicating 
with the backs of houses, and used by the authority, (who 
did the scavenging of the town) for the purpose of obtaining 
access to privies and ashpits in order to remove the contents 
thereof. Plans were submitted for approval showing ways, 
such as above described, of the widtn of six feet; but the 
authority, who had made a bye-law prescribing ten feet as 
the minimum width of “ new streets,” refused to approve 
such plans. It was held, discharging a rule for a mandamus 
to compel approval, that the ways in (piestion were “passages” 
within the meaning of S. 4 and, therefore, “streets,” 
within the meaning of that .section, and that, therefore, the 
authority had power by S. 157 (1) to make bye-laws with 
respect to their width ami construction, and the bve-law was 
valid. /?. V. Goolr L. R. (lS9l) 2 Q. B. 212; 55 .1. P. 535. 

The P. Improvement Act incorporated the Towns 
Improvement (Hanses Act, 1847. By S. 69 of the former Act, 
it was provided that no new street to be thereafter laid out, 
should be of less width than forty feet, but by the General 
Act, which came into operation in cases which were not 
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provided for by any spedal Act, the extreme width of new 
streets intended for the use of carriageway was fixed at 
thirty feet. A street had some years previously to 1873 been 
laid out with a roadway of twenty-five feet, but the corpo¬ 
ration had given notice that they should enforce, the clause 
providing for a width of forty feet. They subsequently upon 
the application of the defendant, waived that notice and 
approved carriageway of twenty-five feet. It was held that 
S. 69 was imperative, and that the corporation could not 
permit a deviation from the Act. It was also held, that 
though the road had been laid out previously, the corporation 
were not bound to interfere until the building operations 
were actually commenced and the width of the road definitely 
fitxed. Alt.-Qen, v. Folkestone Corporation W. N. (1873), 
p. 127. 

S., having an old farmhouse with a shop front abutting on 
a lane, and other property near, gave notice to the authority 
of his intention to lay out a street, and submitted a plan 
which was approved, showing the alteration and proposed 
width of the new street, which involved the setting back of the 
shop and garden. He did nothing to carry out the plan, and 
two months later, put in a new shop front and rebuilt the 
garden wall on the old site. It was held that S had done 
nothing contrary to the bye-law relating to the width of new 
streets, for he was entitled to abandon his plans notwithstand¬ 
ing the approval thereof. Sunderland {Mayor, etc., of) v. 
Skinner (1889 ) 53 J. P. (>60. 

S. 170-C. — Cf. S. 96 of Bombay Act, If after the issue of 
provisional order no legal order is passed for one month, the 
applicant is entitled to proceed to lay out the street. He is 
not ^und to wait indefinitely for the issue of legal orders. 
Any order issued after more than a month will have no force, 
C/. 13 Bom. L. a 914, 12 I. C. 551. 

170-D. Every ssnctioii for the laying out or nsakiag of 
a street which shall be given, or be deemed to have been given 
by a committee, shall remain in force for one year only from 
the date of such sanction. Should the laying out or making of 
the street not have been commenced within the said period of 
one year, the sanction shall be deemed to have lapsed} but such 
lapse shall not bar any sub^uent application for fresh sanction 
the foregoing provisions of this Act. 

Explanation .—A street shall be deemed to be made or 
laid out when it is demarcated on the ground by permanent 
boundary marks. 
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Notes. 


Analogous Law:— | 

S. 91 (2), Bombay Act, III of i S. 167, Behar and Orissa Act, 
1901. Vn of 1922. 

S 206, U. P. Act, n of 1916. i S. 96, Burma Act, m of 1898. 

£x^/aMoiion.—Difficulties noticed in judicial decisions 
quoted under S. 170-A as to when a new street is made or 
laid out are greatly obviated by this explanation. Houses 
may constitute permanent boundary marks. 

170*E. Whoever begins, continues or completee the lay¬ 
ing out or maldng of a street without giving the notice required 
by S. 170-A or in contravention of any written directions made 
under S. 170-C or of any bye.law or provision of this Act, shall 
be liable to a &ie which may extmid to five hundred rupees. 

Notes. 

Analogous Law :— I 

S. 227, Bengal Municipal Act, ! S. 91, Bombay District Munici* 
XV of 1932. I pal Act, m of 1901. 

S. 168, Behar and Orissa Muni- ! S* 176 (5), Madras District 

cipal Act, 1922. i Municipal Act, V of 19i^0. 

S. 117 (4), Bombay Municipal ) S 207, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
Boroughs Act^ 1925. 1916. 

This section provides the penalty for making or conti¬ 
nuing to make new starts without notice or against the 
terms of sanction under S. i70-C. The penalty provided not 
only covers cases of breach of provision of Ss. ! 70-A and 170- 
C but will cover eases of breach of orders under S, 170-B 
or breach of any bye-law W’hieh the committee may make 
regulating matters enumerated in S. 170-C as to new streets. 

170-F. In any ease where the committee considers that 
any land is being or has been laid out as a street wittio^ the 
notice required by S. 170.A having been given or in contra¬ 
vention of any written direction made 1^ the 4^nmfii|lttf mdv 
S.^ 170-B or of my byc-law or provision of this Act, the com¬ 
mittee may, by notice in writing require the owner of the 
to alter the street in such manner as it deems necessary. 

Notes. 

This was originally S. 170-G. This S. 170-F has beeu 
substituted for S. 170-G. S. 170-B appears to be a mistake 
for 170-C, under whicli only the above written directions are 
possible. 
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Analogous Law :— • | 

S. 227, Bengal Municipal Act, i 
XV of 1932. I 

S. 169, Behar and Orissa Muni- i 
cipal Act, 1922. 

S. 117 (4), Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 91 (4), Bombay District 
Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

S. 304 (2), Bombay City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1888. 

S. 97, Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898. 


S. 316, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, m of 1923. 

S. 217, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 177, Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 167, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

S. 208, C. P. MunicifiaHties Act, 
1916. 

E nglish Law ;— 

S. 1.57, Public Health Act, 
1875. 


Besides prosecuting? people for breach of the provisions 
of 170-A, and 170 0, etc., the conunittee can also under this 
section by notice require the alteration of streets or the 
demolition ol' buildings being erected on such streets. 

No time is given within which the notice under the sec¬ 
tion is to be complied with. Notice must, however, give 
reasonable time for compliance. See S. 214. 

Unlike S. 195 no time is lixe<l for committees within 
which the notice is to l»e issued. The committees, however, 
should not sleep over their rights and duties and prompt 
action should be taken when the breach comes to their notice. 


171. (1) (a) When the monicipal committee consider 

that in any street other than a public street, or in any part of 
such street within the municipality, it is necessary, for the 
public health, convenience or safety, that any wodk should be 
d(me for the levelling, paving, metalling, flagging, channelling, 
draining, lighting or cleaning thereof, the municipal committee 
may by written notice require the owner or owners of such street 
or part thereof, to carry out such work in a manner and within 
a time to be specified in such notice; and 

(b) Should the owner refuse or should he fail to carry out 
the work within the time specified, the committee may, by 
written notice, require the owners of the land or buildings 
fronting, adjoining or abutting upon such street or part thereof 
to carry out the work in such manner and within such time as 
may be specified in the notice. 

(2) If compliance with the terms of the notice issued under 
clause (b) of sub-section (1) is not effected vrithin the time 
spedfied, the committee may, if it thinks fit, itself execute the 
work, and may recover under the provisions of Section 81 the 
expenses incurred in doing so in such proportions as it may 
deem equitable from the owner of the street and the persons 
served %vidi a notice under clause {b) of sub-sectum (1). 
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(3) AM0e Mich work Ium been carriedi otil by the paeons 
serv^ with e notice onda clause (ft) of sttb<sectioa (1) or as 
provided in sub-section (2) by the committee' at tiie ea p e ns e 
of such persons and the owner of the stre^' the sbreet ttr part 
Uiereof, in which such work has been done, n>*y» end on the 
requuithm the owner or owners of the major portion of the 
said street or part thereof, or on the requisition of a' majority of 
the persons served with a notice unda clause (b) of sub-section 
41 ), shall be declared by a pubtic notice to be put up lhaein 

the committee to be a public street suad shall vest in the 
committee. 

(4) A committee may at any time, by nistiee fixed up in 
any street or part thereof not nwintainable by the committee, 
give intimation of their intention to declare the same a public 
street, and unlos within one month next after such notice has 
been so put up, the owner or any one of severaj ownas of such 
street or such part of a street lodge objecti«m thereto at the 
municipaJ office, the municipal committee may, by notice in 
writing, put up in such street, or such part, declare the same to 
be a pubUc street vested in the committee. 

(5) This sectiem shall not take effect in any muoicipality 
until it has been "specially extended thereto by the local 
Government, of its own motion or at the request of the 
committee. 

Notes. 

S. 171 was newly introduced in the Act, III of 1911. 
The section has now’ been considerably altered and has been 
substituted bv S. 62 of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 
3933. 

The original section is given below’ and the changes 
elfected can be seen by comparison:— 

171. (1) Wlieii tlje municipal committee consider that in any 

street, not being' a public street which has previously lieen levelled, 
jKived, metalle<l, channelled, sewered and repaire<l out of municipal 
or other |jnblic finxi-s or in any part of such street, within the mum- 
cipality, it is necessary, for the public health, convenience or safety, 
that any work shoukl be done lor the levelling, pa\ ing, metalling, 
flagtpng, channelling, draining, lighting or cleaning thereof, the 
municipal »*ommittee may by written notice require the respective 
owners of the IhivIkS or buildings, fronting, a<ljoining or abutting upon 
such street or part thereof, to carry o»U sucli work in a manner and 
within a time to be sj^cified in such notice. 

(2) If such notice is not coinplietl witfi during the time speci- 
lie»l, the committee may. if it thinks fit, execute the work mentioued 
or referred to theran, and may recover under the provisions of 
S. til tlie expenses inclined in doing .so from the owner in default 
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to the frontal of their respective lands or buildings and 
in sndi proportion as may be decided by the committee, 

iSy After such work has been carried out by such owners or as 
p^DOvid^ in clause (2) by the municipal committee at the expense 
of such owners, the street or part thereof in which such work 1ms 
been done may, and on the joint requisition of a majority of the said 
owners shall, be declared by a public notice put up therein by the 
munidipal committee, to be public street, and shall vest in the com¬ 
mittee. 

(4) A municipal committee may, at any time by notice fixed up 
in any street or part of a street not maintainable by the municipal 
committee, give intimation of their intention to declare the .^me a 
public street, and unless within one month next after such notice has 
been so put up, tlie owner or the majority of several owners of siKh 
street or such part of a street lodges or lodge objections thereto at the 
municipal office, the municipal committee may, by notice in writing, 
put op in such street, or such part, declare the same to be a public 
street vested in the committee. 

(5) This section shall not take effect in any municipality until 
it has b^n specially extended thereto by tlie local Go^'ernment at the 
request of the committee. 

Changes*— (1) The improvements contemplated can only 
be required in respect of streets which are not public. 

(2) The owners of the street not the owners of abutt¬ 
ing houses can be called upon to effect the improvements in 
the first instance. 

(3) On default of owners of the street, the abutting 
owners can be called upon to carry out the improvements. 

(4) If the eominitlee on the failure of the abutting 
owners carry out the improvements the expenses can be 
recovered from the owners of the street as well as from the 
owners of the abutting property. 

(5) The word “ sewered ” has been omitted, as the Act 
does not observe any distinction between drain and sewer. 

Analogous Law: — J Ss. 245-6, (’entral Provinces 

Ss. 228-9, Bengal Municipal Act, Municipal Act, II of 1922. 

XV of 1932. Ss. 218 & 219, Madras City 

Ss. 170 & 171, Behar and Orissa Municijial Act, 1919. 

Municipal Act, 1922. Ss. 178 & 179, Madras District 

Ss. 115 & IIG, Bombay Munici- | Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

pal Boroughs Act, 1925. Ss. 168-9, Rangoon City Munici- 

S. 90 (3), Bombay District pal Act, 1922. 

Municipal Act, III of 1901. Ss. 212 & 221, U. P. Municipali- 
S. .%05-6, Bombay City Municipal ties Act, 1916. 

Act, HI of 1888. English Law :— 

S. 98, Burma Municipal Act, Ss. 150, 152 & 257, Public 
III of 1898. Health Act, 1875. 

Ss. 317-8, Calcutta City Munici- S. 82, Public Health Act, 1925. 
pal Act, in of 1923. i Ss. 7 & 20, Private Street 

‘ Works Act, 1892. 
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Owncov of $treet. —When under the provifiaons of Ss. 170-A 
—170-P, new streets are laid out and plots abutting such 
streets are sold for building purposes, the original owners 
must be taken to be the owners of the street. This provision 
may induce the owner of the lands to be developed into build¬ 
ing sites to provide for the sale of the strips of street along 
with the building site with the object of avoiding their liabili¬ 
ties under the section. If that happens there will be further 
difficulties: the purchasers will be apt to encroach on the 
sites intended for streets and committees will find themselves 
involved in litigation as the purchasers will claim ownership 
in the land alleged to be encroached This claim vpill, how¬ 
ever, not succeed if proper steps are taken. If any person 
encroaching succeeds through court or the mistakes, of the 
committee or its members and officers the whole scheme may 
be spoiled. Instances of such interferences with lay-outs are 
not rare. 

Public street,— In the old section as it existed before its 
amendment, improvements as contemplated could be enforced 
even in the ease of public streets—provided such streets had 
not been hitherto improved in the manner laid down in the 
section. According to the definition of the term “ public 
street’* as now giv'en in the Amendment Act of 1933, such 
streets cannot be dealt with under S. 171. 

5J.CW streets sanctioned under S, 17P-C will have. tQl^ 
dealt wdth under this section. Streets other than public 
^ieh have been' hitherto maintained by the frontagers 
may also be dealt with under S. 171; streets which are 
only projected streets will appear to be outside the scope 
of S. 171. Cf. Healey v. Bailey Corf>., (1875) L. R. 19 Kq. 
375 and Hall v. Poolle Corp„ (l88l) 44 L. T. 873. 

Owners of lands and buildings. —The mere owner of land 
who has let it out under a building scheme for building puiV 
poses, is not the owner of the property within the meaning 
of this section. In a dispute between the owner of the site 
and the owner of the building on the site, the latter is the 
person responsible under the section. Cf 34 Bom. 593: 
7 I. C. 935. 

Pow««undar the sretioa continiung.— Unless the street is 
declared public under clause (3) it would appear that the 
committee may call upon tiie owners of a street or the front¬ 
agers to do any of the works mentioned in this section from 
time to time as occasion may require, notwithstanding that 
such work may have been previously done at the expense of 
the owners of a street or the fronta^rs to the satiafaetioa 
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Qf the committee: Cf. Barry and Cadoxton L. B. v. Parry, 
(i895) 2 Q. B. 110. To avoid this the majority of owners 
daopld act under S. 171 (3). 

iucvdlioc.—It has been held that the power to level ” 
given the section only attaches where the particular 
street requires to be levelled, looking at it as an isolated 
street. Where, therefore, the local board required the owner 
of a house to level the part of a street upon which his house 
fronted, so as to make it on a level with other streets, it was 
held that they could not recover from him the expenses in¬ 
curred by them in doing the work. Carey v. Kingstone-upon~- 
Hull L.B, (1864) 29 J. P. 116. 


Widwiin*.— The committees are not empowered to re- 
yiddeping, street nor can tlie committee requiril 

e owners to mairi^in the street after the works baid JLtech 


Work for lighting the street —presumably will include 
only structural works such as pipes, wires or lamps, etc., and 
not as well as a supply of light. 

Written notice, time limit. —The section lays down that 
the owners are to be called upon to do the work within the 
time given in the notice. Great care has to be exercised to 
give sufficiently reasonable time for compliance. The time 
specified in the notice within which the work shall be com 
Dieted must be a reasonable time and must take into account 
the nature and extent of the work and the time which ought 
fairly and reasonably be allowed for the completion of that 
work, under all the circumstances. The least time that can 
fairly and reasonably be allotted for the completion of the 
work being ascertained, is the least time to be inserted in the 
notice; there is a discretion to allow further time for the 
completion of the work, but not to fix any shorter time: 
Bristol Corporation v. Sinnoty (1918) I Oh. 62; 82 .1. I’-9. In 
that ease a local authority served notice under tliis section 
on frontagers of part of a street l,4o0 feet long, to sewer, 
level, pave, etc., the same within one calendar month. The 
frontagers did not commence the works nor object to the vali¬ 
dity of the notice, and after three months the "local authority 
began the works and completed them within four months, and 
served the frontagers with the usual demand for payment. 
In an action to recover payment, after an appeal to the 
Ltocal Government Board, which was later withdrawn and no 
order made by the Board, it was held that the notice was bad 
in not specifying a reasonable time for the execution of the 
works and that the local authority could not recover the 
expenses from the frontagers. 
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In tiie Macclesfield Corp. V. Governors of Free Grammar 
School (1921) 2 Ch. 189 Russell, J,, expressed the view 
that the work each frontager is required to do is the work 
upon that portion of the street upon which his property 
abuts and that, therefore, in considering the reasonable¬ 
ness of the time regard must be had to the particular 
work each frontager is required to do. This view was 
approved by Clauson, J., in Sunderland Corporation v. Gray 
(1928), 91 J. P. 52. But in both eases the court was satis¬ 
fied on the evidence that the time allowed was adequate 
even if regard were had tf) the work upon the whole of the 
street. 

It should also be borne in mind that the notice should be 
issued to all the owners of lands and houses abutting on the 
street. No owner will be liable for expenses unless he was 
served with a notice. Notice must be served on owners who 
are such at the time of service of the notice. A notice served 
on an ov'ner who had sold the property at the time of service 
will not avail against tlic purchaser; See Wallsend L. B. v. 
Murphy, (1889) 61 L. T. 777. According to a decision of 
Kekewieh, J , the notice must be served on every frontager, 
and, if it is not, the expenses cannot be recovered even from 
those who have l)een served. Handsworth U. D. C. v. Derriny- 
ton, (1897) 2 Ch. 438 ; 61 J. P.518. 

This dictum was not followed in Sunderland Corporation 
V. Cray (1928), 91 J P. 52. In that case notices had been 
served upon all the frontagers e.xcept one, and in proceedings 
for enforcing a charge on premises in respect of which notice 
had been sen’^ed, it was held that there is no condition pre¬ 
cedent implied in S. 150 that before a charge can be enforced 
all the frontagers must have been sers'ed with notice. The 
expense of making up that part of the road fronting upon 
the premises of the person who was not serv^ed cannot, how¬ 
ever, cannot be apportioned upon the frontagers who have 
been served and mtist be borne by the authority: Cf, Leeds 
Corporation V. Armitaye. In that case notices were given to 
all the frontagers save one and the omission was not dis¬ 
covered until work had tieen begun. The work was then 
stopped and notice given to the frontager, who did nothing, 
and the authority completed the work. It was held that he 
could not be made liable as he had never had the opf)orlunity 
of doing the work, as the statute required. Leeds, {Lord 
Mayor, etc., of) v. Armitagc, (,lS99) 43 Sol, Jo. 203, 

Service of the notice on a person who is de facto in receipt 
of the rent, is a ser\Mee on the owner sufficient to satisfy the 
requirements of this section: Peek v. Waterloo and Seaforth L. 
B., (1863) 33 li. J. M. C. 11; 27 J.P. 807; and see St. Helens 
{Mayor of) v. Kirkham, (1^5) 16 Q. B. D. 403 where an 
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agieat for tiie collection of rents was held to he sai owner with¬ 
in the meaning of this i^etion. 

In m nuinner. —The notice must further give full parti- 
culairs of the various works required from the frontagers 
and should also indicate how the works are to be carried 

outu 


Where the manner in which the work is to be carried 
out is not attempted to be specified, the conviction must be 
set aside. 1924 Bom. 116, 81 I. C. 638. 

Sufficiency of notice. —A notice which merely refers in 
general terms to the provisions of the section and does not 
give particulars of the work to be done, or mention that 
plans and sections are deposited for inspection, is not suffi¬ 
cient. Stourbridge U. D. C, V. Butler and Grove, (1909) 1 Ch. 
87; 73 J. P. 3. 

A corporation paved three roads under a local Act and 
sued the frontagers for the expenses. One road was a 
“back road’* and two were “cross roads” as defined by 
the Act), but the notice called them all “back roads**: 
Held, that the mistake could not have misled the frontagers, 
and that, therefore, the notice was sufficient. Blackburn Cor¬ 
poration V. Sanderson, (1902) I. K. B. 794. 

Notice was given to the appellant and five others re¬ 
quiring them to sewer, pave, etc., the parts of a street in 
front of their premises within a specified time. Five of the 
owners executed the works, but the appellant made default. 
The board thereupon did the work, and, the surveyor having 
made an apportionment, gave her notice accordingly. It 
was held that the board were not bound before executing 
the work to give the appellant a fresh notice specifying the 
particular works remaining to be done by her: Simcox v. 
llattdswortlt .b. J5., (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 39. In this case it 
was argued that the notice was not a separate notice to 
each owner to do the work opposite his own premises but 
w’as a notice to all the owners in respect of the entire 
work. But Grove, d., in delivering the judgment of the 
court, said it was not meant that each owner may be called 
upon to execute the whole. But see on the other hand, 
Handsworth U. D. C. v. Derrington, (1897), 2 Ch. 438 and 
Lancaster V. Barnes U. D. C., (189^), I. Q. B. 855; where 
Wills,.!., said: “The notice is a general one : it is a 
notice to all the owners collectively to make up the street 
generally. No one ever saw a notice under S. 150 calling 
upon each owner to make up that part only which was 
opposite his own house.” 
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IPewer to agre« witii frentosan. - As to the power of an 
authority to agree with one or more owner to execute the 
works without observing the formalities required by the 
section, set Hall V. Bailey, {Corporation of) (1877) 47 L. 
J. Q. B. 148. That ease was decided with reference to 
S. 23 re pairing construction of drains for houses without 
effectual drains but the principle laid down in it appears 
to be equally applicable to this section. Lush, ,1., said : 
‘‘ It is not permitted to them (the authority) arbitrarily to 
interfere, and do the work at the owner’s expense without 
first giving him the opportunity of doing it himself. But 
if they were to do so he is the only person who could 
complain. The act reciuires that work shall be done by the 
one party or the other, and surely the owner may waive 
the option given him by the Act if he pleases, and agree 
with the urban authority that the drain shall be made by 
them as if the preliminaries had been observed.” And 
S. ^7 evidently contemplates that there are works which 
may te done by agreement with tlie owner, so as to make 
the* expenses recoverable from him and a charge on the 
premises as therein provided. 

In Lewis V. Cardiff Urban Sanitary Authority, (1878) 47 
L. J. M, C. IGI, an owner having received notice to pave, 
indorsed on the notice an authority to the local board to 
execute the works, and an undertaking to pay the costs on 
completion. On default of payment aher demand the board 
proceeded to recover the expenses in a summary’ manner. 
It was held that the owner, ha\ing by the submission in¬ 
dorsed on the notice admitted the right of authority to issue 
such notice, ef)uld not require proof before the justices of 
the fulfilment of the conditions precedent to the existence 
of such rights, it was held, however, that the owner could 
not by sucl) submission give jurisdiction to the authority 
if in fact they had none, but that he did thereby waive proof 
by them of the preliminaries to the notice, and made it 
incumbent on himself to disprove their original authority if 
he wished to dispute it. It was, therefore, open to him to 
show that the street was a highway repairable by the 
inhalntants at large. 

Clmiwe (2).—Recovery of exposes under S. 81. 
Statutory remedy u exclusive. — Where a statute provides 
a particular method of recovering such expenses, an 
action will not lie, the remedy given by the statute being 
exclusive: St.Pancras (Vestry of) v. Batterbury, (1857), 21 
J. P. 424 ; and sec Lamplugh v. Norton^ (1889), 22 Q. B. D, 
452. 
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This section does not create the relationship of debtor 
and creditor between an owner and the authority. The 
only means of recovering the expenses are those provided 
by the Act. Therefore a summons for leave to prove in an 
administration action for the amount awarded was dismissed 
in W*st \, Downman^ (1880), 14 Ch. D. 111. 

Summary proceedings having been taken against an 
owner for payment of his proportion of expenses, justices 
ordered him in default of distress to be imprisoned with 
hard labour. As they had no power to do so, <iuarter 
sessions on appeal quashed the order without going into the 
merits. Afterw’ards the authority obtained a new' order to 
pay the same amount. It w'as held that the justices had 
jurisdiction to niake the new order, the forme i* having been 
quashed as null and avoid. Listei v. Hcbden L. B., (18^8), 
42 J. P. 119. 


Orders having been obtained l)y a local board against 
A and L for payment of paving expenses under this section, 
it "was agreed that the order against L should not be en¬ 
forced for three months, in order to enable a ease to ^ 
stated on a point of law. At the same time an understand¬ 
ing was come to that the order against A should abide the 
decision in L’s case. L, instead of taking his case to lie 
Queen's Bench, w'ent before quarter sessions, and the order 
against him was quashed on a technical ground: (See Lister 
V. Hebden L. B., supra). A w'as not informed of the course 
taken by L, and the three months having expired within 
which she should have appealed, the local board obtained a 
distress warrant against her to enforce payment. On 
motion by A h) restrain the board from enforcing payment 
until she had had an opportunity of stating a ease tor the 
opinion of the Court of Queen’s Bench, it was held that 
the court had power to restrain the boar.l, and on A under¬ 
taking to consent to a ('.ase and pay the money into court, 
the injunction was granted. Ashworth \. liebdeu Bridae L B ’ 
(1877) 47 L, ,J. Ch. J95; 37 L. T. 496. • • •» 


Fronting, adjoining or abutting.— There can be no liabili¬ 
ty under this section if intervening land of a third person 
precludes possibility of access to the street; but, if there 
no intervening strip, the fact that the street is private (and 
therefore cannot be used as of right unless or until it te- 
comes a highway) appears to afford no defence. Walthamstow 
U. D. C. V. Sandell, (1904) 68 J. P. 509; Moubray Rowan and 
Hicks V. Drew, (1893) A. C. 295. Paving expenses must be 
apportioned among all the owners of premises fronting 
adjoining, or abutting on the street in proportion to the 
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front^e, without any reference to direct or consequential 
benefit, which the Act assumes to be proportioned to the front¬ 
age. Therefore, a railway and canal company whose premises 
lay along one side of a street were held liable to pay their 
proportion of the expenses, although they had no immediate 
access to the street: R. v. Newport L. B., (1863) 3 B. 
S. 341, So, too, the owner of ground at the end of a street 
forming a cul-de-sac was held liable under a local Act to 
pay the expenses of paving, notwithstanding that a wall 
divided his property from the street, which wall, however, 
he might at any time have removed wholly or partially so as 
to open access to the street. Manchester {Mayor, etc., of) v. 
Chapman, (1868) 37 L. J. M. C. 173; 32 J. P. 582. In an- 
other case, premises facing W street were divided from D 
street by a small stream, but w’ere connected with it by two 
bridges over the stream. All communication with the street 
could be closed by ^tes. One of the brides had been moved 
and reinstated by the owner of the premises. It was held 
that the premises fronted, adjoined, or abutted on D street. 
Wakefield L. B. v. Lee, (1876) 1 Kx. D. 336; 41 J. P. 54. 

An owner of premises abutting on a cul-de-sac passage 
was held liable to pay his apportionerl share of the costs 
incurred in making it up, although he had at the time no door 
into the passage from his premises, Walthamstow U. D. C. 
V. Sandelt, (1904) 68 J. P. -309; 2 L. G. R. 835. 

B owned a house which had its front and only entrance 
in P street, and behind it a garden with a dead wall at the 
further end. A new street was made parallel to F street, 
alongside the dead wall at the end of B’s garden. It was 
held that B’s land abutted on this new street: Paddington 
{Vestry of) v. Bramwcll, (^1850) 44 J. P. 815. A owned three 
houses facing Y place, and abutting at the rear upon a 
footpath at the end of a called St. .T street. The 

ground at the back of these houses was five feet above the 
level of St. ,1 street and the wall, which was A’s property 
was above twelve feet high on the outside. There was no 
access from the premises to St. J street. It was held that 
his premises adjoined or abutted on St. J street within this 
section. Newport Sanitary Authority V. Graham, (1882), 9 Q. 
B. D. 183; 47 .1. P. 133. Cave, J., said: “If it had been 
shown that the w'all at the end of St. J street did not belong 
to the respondent, or that a atrip of land intervened between 
his premises and the street, they w’ould not have been 
adjoining or abutting.” 

Expenses. —The committee cannot relieve the frontagers 
of their liability. Dryden w Putney {Overseers of), (1876), 
1 Ex. D. 223. Expenses will not cover incidental expenses, 
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such as cost of serving of notice or advertisement expends, 
OflSee or supervision charges also conld not be included. 
Hamoell U. D. C. and Smith, In re (1904) 68 J. P. 496. 

Appeal. —Notice under S. 171 is api)ealable. 

Jurisdiction of Civil Courts. —The court cannot entertain 
any question as to whether the work was necessary or 
proper under the ciircumstances, that being^ lor the local 
aumority to decide; Bayley Wilkinson^ (1864) 16 O. B. 
{N.S.) iiyO; Cook w. Ipswich L. B., (1871) 1^- R. 6 Q. B. 
45l;35.J. P. 565. They may, however, inquire into the 
original liability of the persons charged; for example, they 
may, and ought to, decide whether the street is, or is not, 
public: Hesketh v. Atherton L. B., (1873) L. R. 6 Q. B. 4; 
Lewis V. Cardiff Urban Sanitaty ^luthority, supra. An objection 
that a street (i.e., the street is repairable by niunieipai 
committee or (Government) is a higliway repairable by 
the inhabitants at large may properly be raised in proceedings 
to enforce payment. 

The justices cannot inquire inhi the reasonableness of 
the expenditure or whether it has beim incurred in point of 
fact. Nor is it a good objection Ik* fore justices that the 
notices required the street to l)e paved in a particular way, 
that the plans differed from the notice, and the work done 
from both. These art*, only matters of apf)eal to the Ministry of 
Health under S. 168: Cook v. Ipswich L. B., (1871), L, R. 6 Q. 
B. 451; 35 J. P, 565. It has l)een held by the House of Lords 
that the omission strictly to follow llie terms of their own 
notice does not prevent the autlmnty from recovering 
from the owner his proportion of the expenses incurred: 
Acton L. B. V. Lewsey, (1886) 11 App. (?as. 93; 50 ,1. P. 708. 
In that case the notice rc{iuired the owner to pave part of a 
street, specifying the materials and mode, and {inter alia) 
requiring him to lay down concrete. The owner iiaving made 
default, the local authority did his work, but, finding that the 
concrete would be an unnecessary expense, omitted it. 

An authority gave notice to K, an owner of land 
adjoining a new street, to sewer the road, and lay an 
eighteen-inch pipe. Whilst carrying on the work upon his 
default they found a twelve-inch pipe sufficient, and used it, 
and thus saved expenses tc K on the apportionment. It was 
held that the magistrate was right in holding that apportioned 
expenses of the altered work were recoverable, the alteration 
not being a material matter nor invalidating the notice: 
Kershaw V. Sheffield {Corporation of), (1887) 51 J, P. 759. An 
authority served notices on frontagers requiring them to 
sewer a street as therein specified. 'On default the authority 
carried out more extensive sewage works, but including the 
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work necessary for drainage of the street itself, and appor¬ 
tioned on the frontagers part of the cost of the more extensive 
works, being the amount which it would have cost to sewer 
the street in accordance with the notices. It was held that 
the amount as apportioned was recoverable. Acton U. D. C. v. 
Watts, (1903) 67 J. P. 400; 1 L. O. R. 594. 

Owner* in default. — Rxpenses under S. 150 cannot be 
recovered from one who, though the owner of premises when 
notice was first given by the authority, has ceased to be owner 
before the completion of the works {R. v, Swindon L, B. [1879], 
4 Q. B. D. 305; 43 J. P. 431). “ I cannot think it was ever in¬ 
tended by the le.gislatiire that when the owner has parted with 
his property, and somelK'>dy else is in possession of it, and 
therefore, getting the benefit of the work done, and who ought, 
therefore, to pay the expenses incurred it should be competent 
for the local authority to follow him up wherever he may 
have gone and hold him personally liable. I think that 
defect is remedied by S. 257, which treats owners upon whom 
notice was originally served and w’ho are owners at the time 
the w’ork is completed, and the expenses demanded, as the 
persons upon whom the local board shall be able to come 
for the expenses ” (per Oockburn, L. O. J.). These words 
were explained bv North. ,T., in rc Bcttesxuorth and Richer*s 
(1888), 37 Oh. D. 535; 52. J. P. 740. He pointed 
out that in R. v. Swindon L. B. the same person was owner, 
lx)th when the work was completed and when the demand was 
made. But he held that when there was a change of 
ownership after the completion of the works and before 
demand, the liability was upon the person who was owner 
when the works were completed. Tn that case leasehold 
houses in an urban district, abutting partly on a private road, 
were sold on an open contract. At the date of sale, works 
had been done by the local board under this section. The 
final demand for payment of the sum apportioned in respect 
of the premises was served after the purchase ought to have 
been completed. It was held that the apportioned expenses 
became a charge on the premises at the date of the completion 
t)f the works, and as l)etwecn the vendor and purchaser they 
w'ere payable by the vendor. Compare with this decision Egg. 
v. Blayncy (1888), 21 Q.B,n 107; 52 J. P. 517, as a case as to 
the expenses of paving a street in the metropolis, where such 
expenses are not a charge on the premises. 

The dictum of Cockburn, L, C. J., in the Swindon Case, 
supra, was at length expressly disapproved by the Court of 
Appeal in Mt'/lord v. Balhy-with-Hextharpe U, D. C., (1905), 
1. K. B. 60; 69 J. P. 13. There the appellant was the owner of 
certain premises in June, 1899, and as such had served upon 
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him a notice under S. 150. The respondents, upon his default, 
executed the work, which was completed in December, 1901. 
Formal notice of the apportionment was served on the appel¬ 
lant in November, l9i)2, and on May 20th, 1903, a demand for 
payment was served upon him. In April, 1902, he had ceased 
to be the owner of the premises. It was held that as he was 
the owner of the premises when the works were completed, he 
was liable to pay the amount apportioned in respect thereof. 
In a later ease it was held that a person who was the owner of 
premises at the date of the completion of the work was liable, 
although he was not the own^r of premises when the notice 
requiring the works to be executed was served and although he 
had ceased to be owner prior to service of notice of apportion¬ 
ment and demand for pavment: East Ham U D. C. v. Aylett, 
(1905) 2 K. B. 22; 69 J. P. 205. In re Lewis (1908), 42 Ir. 
L. T. 210, compensation was allowed to a p\irehaser in respect 
of an outstanding sanitary notice not disclosed to him. 

Apportionment. —An apportionment was made and notice 
given to an owmer that his proportion was £ 20 2^. In 
answer to a summons for payment, he objected that the 
apportionment was bad, on the ground that the expenses of 
two streets had been lumped together, atui the aggregate 
amount divided among the owners in the two streets; and 
the justices dismissed the complaint on that ground. The 
surveyor then made a fresh apportionment, and a notice 
was served on the owner that his proportion was ;^‘19 Uj. 
He gave notice that he dispute<i the apportionment, and the 
matter came before justices under a section corresponding to 
S. 81 of the Punjab Act. On a ease stated, it was held that the 
first apportionment was a nullity and that the surveyor, not 
being functus officio, was right in making a fresh apportion¬ 
ment: Cook v.jpswich L, B. (1871), L. B. 6 Q. B. 451. An 
apportionment w’as signed by B, who was not then surveyor, 
having been superseded previously. The authority on dis- 
covering the mistake treated it as mdlifv, and issued a fresh 
apportionment signed by their actual siirvevor. It was held 
that they had acted properly: Sykes v. II udders field {Mayor, 
etc.of) {m\), 35.T. P, 614. Where a local Act required 
the proportion in which exfK*n.ses were to lie apportioned to 
1^ ascertained and settled by the corporation, it was held 
that the fact that thc^ apprirtionment had Ijoen corrected by 
meir Surveyor after it had been approved by them did not 
it: St. Helen’s {Corporation of) v. Riley, (1883), 47 
J-P* 4/1 An authority acting under this section served 
me dmendant and other frontagers wdth notices requiring 
them to execute works including certain work which could 
not be legally included in such notices. The notices not 



Sec. 171.] 


565 


being co.tjplied with, the authority did the works, and ap¬ 
portioned the expenses among the frontagers. A summons 
to recover from the defendant 600, the amount charged 
to him, having been dismissed by the magistrates, the author¬ 
ity made a second apportionment, excluding the expenses 
of the work which had been wrongly included, the amount 
charged to the defendant therein being £ 579 They then 
brought an action under S. 257 to establish a charge on 
the defendant’s premises for £ 7)79, or in the alternative 
for £ C50: Held, that the authority had power to make a 
second apportionment, and that, notwithstanding the dis¬ 
missal of the summons, they were entitled to a charge for 
£ 579: Manchester {Mayor of) v. Hamfson, (1SS6), 35 W. R. 
334. Sec also as to the jurisdiction to make a second 
apportionment, Bishof X. IVandsworth District Boards (1900), 
69 L. J. Q "B. 632; 64 ,T. P. 630; Elsdon v. Ilamfstead 
Borouc/h Council, {]90iy), 2 Oh. p. 633: 60 J. P.434. The 
decision in Cook v. Ipszvich L. B., was considered in Shank- 
liu L. B. X. Millar, (18'''0), 5 O. P. 1). 272: 44 .1. P. 635. 
In that case apportionment was made in respect of live 
roads. The defendant had taken ?k> steps to di.spute the 
apportionment, and when proceedings against him were 
instituted in the county court he contended that the ap¬ 
portionment was bad in law. On a case stated, the High 
Court held that the defendant was liable. Denman, J., 
referring to the former decision, said that it was not in¬ 
tended to decide “ that an apportionment which is otherwise 
good on the face of it. is necessarily a nullity and may be 
treated as such in any court before which it come, because 
two streets instead of (me are included in the apportionment, 
the former one l)oeomes a nullity in the sense that it 
cannot be enforced, and is useless for particular purposes 
and cannot stand in the way of a good apportionment. That 
is, to my mind, the full extent of the. decision, and it is not 
a decision that, if no steps are taken to set aside or dispute 
the apportionment on the ground that the party charged 
is not liable, it may be treated as a nullity when it comes 
l)efore the court.” Sec also Ex-parte IVakc; R, v. Recorder of 
Sheffield, (18S3) 47 J. P. 504 and Derby {Mayor, etc. of) V. 
Crudgings, (1S94) 2 Q. R. 493 for discussions of Cook v. 
Ipszvich L B. ft appears from these eases that an apportion¬ 
ment, if made in respect of the paving, etc., of more than one 
street, may l)e objected to under S. 257* of Public Health 
Act: but that, if this is not done, the owner is liable for the 
amount apfxirtioned. 


• Cf. S3. 81 and 222 of the Punjab Act. 
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Two or more housea or plots belonging to one owner 
must not be grouped together in the apportionment, a share 
of the cost must be apportioned on each separately. Croydon 
R. D. C. V. Betts, (1914), I Oh. 870. 

Street.— An open space owned by the accused but accessi¬ 
ble to the occupiers of other houses in the same dehal is a 
street. *< All other persons ” would mean persons other than 
the occupier of such buildings, and would not mean all 
occupiers of all the buildings within that space. 

172. (1) Whoever without the written permission of 

the committee makes any immovable encroachment on or under 
any street, on, over or under any sewer, or watercourse, or 
erects or le-erects any immovable overhanging structure pro¬ 
jecting into a street at any point above the said ground level, 
shall be punishable with a fine which may extend to fifty 
rupees. 

(2) The committee may, by notice, require the oumer 
or occupier of any building to remove or alter, within a 
specified time not exceeding six weeks, such immovable 
encroachment or overhanging structure as aforesaid, and no 
compensation shall be claimable in respect of such removal or 
alteration: 

Provided that if a period of more than three yaws has 
elapsed from the completion of the encroachment or overhang¬ 
ing structure, no prosecution shall lie under sub-section (1); 
nor shall such encroachment or overhanging structure be requir¬ 
ed to be removed or altered without payment of reasonable 
compensation. 

Notes. 

This section corresponds somewhat to part of S. 95 of 
the old Act. S. 95 had been split up into Ss. 172 and 175, 
and considerably altered. S. 63 of the Punjab Amendment 
Act, in of 1938, has substitnted this section for S. 172 of Act 
rif of 1911. 

Changes.— Immovable encroachments under streets, 
drains and water courses have been made punishable. Period 
of notice has been speeilied within certain limits. Re-erec¬ 
tions of overhanging structures has also been made punish¬ 
able. 

The word « makes for the word « builds " has been 
substituted, as a more suitable word. 
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Analogous Lem: 

Ss 202 & 204, Bengal District .Ss, 287 & 299, Calcutta City 
Municipal Act, 1884. Municipal Act, III of 1923. 

Ss. 235, 230 & 241, Bengal Muni- ^ S. 187, Cantonment Act, II of 
cipal Act, XV of 1932. 1924. 

Ss. 179, 180, 190, 197 & 203, . S. 93, Central Provinces Munici- 
Behar and Orissa Municipal 1 pal Act, TI of 1922 
Act, 1922. i Ss. 220, 222 & 223, Madras City 

S. 143, Bombay Municipal Municipal Act, 1919. 

Boroxighs Act, 1925. Ss. 180, 182 (1) & 183, Madras 

Ss. 113 & i22, ^mbay District District Municipal Act, V of 
Municipal Act, 111 of 1901. 1920 

Ss. 229-A, 257 (a) (0,258, oOS, S, 103, liangoon City Municipal 
310, 312, 314, Bombay City Act, 1922. 

Municipal Act, III of 1888- Ss. 209, 210 & 211, U P. Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1919. 

Executive Officers Act. —The powers eonferre<i upon the 
committees under sub-section (2) of this section shall not be 
exercised by the committees but may be exercised by the 
executive olTicers in municipalities to which the Executive 
Officers Act has been extended. 

Comments. —Ss, 172 and 173 allow encroachments on 
streets uhich otherwise would constitute an ol'fence. It would 
appear that powers of the committee to control encroachments 
on streets are limited and wljatever powers the committees 
do pv)ssess under the Act are not exercised with due regard 
to public convenience and safety. 

While powers of committees to deal with overhanging 
immovable structures have been increased in certain ies|)ects 
the powers with regard to all other encroachments under S. 
172 have been ci)nsijlorably cui’tailed. After three years these 
cannot be removed without payment of compensation, if 
made or erected witliout or against sanction before three 
years. In the present state of municipal administration in big 
municipalities it is not difficult to escape detection for three 
years. 

Projections and encroachments m streets. —The inveterate 
habit ol' house-owners to encroach upon streets by erecting 
steps, tharas and the like is well know n. In fact, it is only 
in respect of obstructions in streets that there, have been a 
lot of friction between persons owning houses within the 
municipal limits and the municipal corporations concerned, 
^ing trustees for the public in respect of the public streets 
within their local limits, they are bound to take all necessary 
8tei)S to see that the entire width of the street and such space 
above the surface as the public use demands are always avail¬ 
able for the benefit of the public. The public right goes to 
the full width of the street and extends indefinitely upward 
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and downward so far at least as to prohibit encroachments up¬ 
on the said limits by any person by any means by which tlse 
enjoyment of the said public right is or may be in any 
manner hindered or obstructed or made inconvenient or 
dangerous. 

The way in which powers under this section are used 
cannot be said to be very creditable to municipal adminis¬ 
tration of some of the municipalities in the Punjab. For 
one encroachment built with the proper sanction there are 
ten insidiously built without sanction. Existing encroach¬ 
ments are imperceptibly and by degrees enlarged without 
exciting the notice of municipal stuff, while committees by 
sanctioning shops which are. mere niches in walls greatly 
encourage tliese various forms of obstructions. Powers of 
committees have to be curtailed in some resj^ects and enlarg¬ 
ed in others if streets are to be properly maintained in public 
interests. 

The principle that streets and public places or the uses 
thereof speaking generally, belong to the public is one of 
great importance. Because they are public, whetlier the 
technical fee be in the adjoiniiig owner oi‘ in the original 
proprietor or in the municipality in trust for public use, any 
unauthorised obstruction of the public enjoyment is a crimi¬ 
nal offence. It is a diversion of the streets to a private 
use to use them for deposit of merchandise or for construc¬ 
tion o{ iharas Or projections. However, the use of streets in 
towns for the erection of certain convemetices in connection 
with abutting preniise.s is also rvcognised. S. 17 l’, in allow¬ 
ing the erection of encroachments and ]>rojections wdth the 
consent ot municipal authorities, may be taken as I'ceognition 
ot that principle. Similar ly other temjiorary and necessary 
obstructions arr*. also rectrgnised. See Notes'under S. 173. 

Applicability of the section. — Though uud<>rgroiind struc¬ 
tures such as vaults, cellars, etc., under streets were not 
known in this country, any body building willjout breaking 
the street or causing subsidence such a structure under the 
street ground without committee's {rermission could not be 
proceeded against under S. 3 72, as it stood before its amend- 
3 933 The section is inajrplicable to astrnicture which 
had been built with the permission of the committee although 
the structure may be on a public thoroughfare and therefore 
it does not entitle the committee to take steps for its removal 
by a summary notice under the section. P. H. No. 13 of 
1904 Cr. 

Immovable encroachments umler sti'eets, drains or waler 
courses have now been brought under control. Petrol 



S4M. mj sm 

pumps and other similar structures underground will have 
to be made with the previous sanction of the committees. 

The provision in S. 202, Bengal Act, 1S84 (corresponding 
to S. 172 in some respects) cannot be invoked when the en¬ 
croachment is not on the street, sewer or drain: when there 
is a dispute of title as regards the property under the en¬ 
croachment the proper course is to seek the help of civil 
court; 59 I. C. 137; 22 Or. L. J 25. A municipal com¬ 
mittee has full powers to withhold permission for the build¬ 
ing of a structure that will project over a street, and a civil 
court has no jurisdiction to interfere in such a matter. S. 
193 of the Punjab Municipal Act relers to buildings to be 
erected on private property only and has no application to 
a structure that projects over a street. 6S I. C. ti75; (1922) 
Lah- 41. 

Whoever.— The person actually erecting or making the 
encroachment is liable to punishment. What is made crimi¬ 
nally punishable is the act of making an encroachment. The 
section cannot reasonably be construed as making punishable 
an existing encroachment not made by the accused per^n. 
Clause (2) provides full means of redress in the ease of an 
encroachment not made by the accused. 47 I. C. 879. 

The words “ makes or erects" appl.v to the person who 
built or caused to be built the encroachment and not the 
person who had nothing to do with the erection of the 
encroachment. S. 172 "cannot be interpreted as making 
punishable an omission to remove an existing encroachment 
not made by the accused. Stich eases should be dealt with 
under S. 172 (2) or 175. 05 I. C. 559. 

A shopkeeper affixed to his shop a board which projected 
into the street. The shop was divided into two portions, 
one of them was occupied by the shopkeeper himself and 
the other was lot by him to a tenant. The shopkeeper can¬ 
not be said to have committed two distinct offences. 4 Bom. 
L. R. 942. 

Where a lessee builds an encroachment, he will be liable 
under S. 172; Cf. 2 C. L. J. 226. He must be the owner or 
the occupier of any premises w^hich cause the obstruction 
or encroachment. 

Where the accused had before the date of the notice 
created a triist in favour of the whole community in respect 
of a temple and divested himself of all interest in it, the fact 
that he constructed the compound wall would not be sufficient 
to make him an owner. The mere fact that he was the 
treasurer of some fund of the community would not make 
him a trustee of the temple or bring him within the meanii^ 
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of tdbe term ‘ owner ' as used in the Act. Cf, 51 Mad. 524; 
1928 Mad. 485. 

Encroachmoit.— An encroachment is an unlawful gaining 
upon the right or possession of another man. In ease of 
jpufalie streets th e right to t h e soil ordinarily re st s with the 
owner of the land adjo ining the ro^j^ But tfie* public have 
"an extended rT^l;~or user inHEKeTstreet for the protection 
and control of which local authorities were created. A 
hanging verandah, therefore, would be an encroachment if 
it amounted to an unlawful gaining upon the right of user 
the public. The question whether a hanging verandah 
amounts to an encroachment would depend in each case upon 
the question whether in the particular circumstances it cons¬ 
titutes an invasion of the public right of user as described 
above. The public have a right of user not merely on the 
roadway but also on the side lands attached to the road. 
22 I. C. 763. 

A person who has without objection on the part of a 
municipality encroached over the surface of a municipal 
street by a projection, has no right to run up the projection 
to any height he likes, even though he does not thereby 
make any further encroachment in breadth over the street. 
47 I. C. 306. 

Burden of Proof. —It is for the committee to prove that 
the erection or verandah encroaches on the street. No in¬ 
ference can be drawn from the mere fact that the erection is 
beyond the main wall of the house. 8 Mad. 64, 9 Ind. Jur. 71. 

Makes or erects.— Under a somewhat similar provision 
of Bengal Act, IV of 1884, it vras contended by the munici¬ 
pality that the section applied to the re-erection of an old 
projection though such a re-ereetion be in substitution of 
an old projection which had existed upon the site. The 
contention of the municipality was overruled and it was held 
that the section only applied hi projection erected for the 
first time. 25 Cal. 160. 

Following the above ruling it was held by Bombay 
High Court that when an encroachment is lawfully in exis¬ 
tence then its re-erection after a temporary removal is not 
erection within the meaning of the section. ' 23 Bom. 248. 

To renew the old jwsts of a chhapri and then to put back 
the roof in its old position is not such a building or erection 
as is contemplated by the section. Cf. 6 I. C. 431. 

The mere substitution of new bricks for old ones in a 
platform on the ground does not constitute anything more 
than repairs to such platform. 19 I, C. 781 
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S. 172 is only applicable to eneroadbments or over¬ 
hanging structures recently built or newly built without 
permission. The use of the present tense supports this view: 
the section cannot govern structures erected some years ago. 
These will be governed by S. 175. Penal sections of the 
Act must be construed strictly and w'ith due regard to the 
ordinary meaning of the term. 2 P. R. 1915 Cr. ; 28 I. C. 
734. 

Re-erection of projection* or (haras. —S. 172 must be 
restricted to newly built structures and has no applicability 
to cases in which an old projection has been demolished and 
substituted by a new one. 1927 Lah. ^76: 28 P. L. R. 205; 

1011. C. 747. 

Interpretation of Statute*. —It is not the function of a 
court to read into an enactment words that are not there. 
The courts are to construe its provisions according to their 
plain meaning and not to supply the deficiencies of the legis¬ 
lature. 

Strict construction must be placed upon a penal enact¬ 
ment. 

In construing such an enactment no case must be held 
to fall within it which does not come both within the reason¬ 
able meaning of its terms as well as within its spirit and 
scope. 

If the legislature has not used words suiliciently compre¬ 
hensive to include within its prohibition all the cases which 
fall wdthin the mischief intended to be prevented it is not 
competent to a court to extend them. 1927 Lah. 276, 101 
I. C.747; 28 P. L. R. 205. 

It was also contended in this ease that the word re-erect 
was an omission in S. 172 and that the word erect and re-erect 
are synonymous. This contention was not upheld. 

S. 172 was not intended to give the municipal committee 
anything more than absolute power of refusal or grant of 
an application made under the section. It cannot, therefore, 
grant such permission subject to any conditions such as pay¬ 
ment of rent by the applicant. Imposition of a condition of 
payment of rent is, therefore, ultra vires under S. 172, without 
framing bye-law's under S. 188 («). 1929 Lah. 701. 

S. 172 only applies to eases w’here an encroachment has 
recently been made by a j^rson on a public street, etc., with¬ 
out the written permission of the municipal committee. 
Where, therefore, there is a finding that no encroachment is 
made bv that person recently, the notice under 172 is 
illegal. 1931 Lah. 79 (1), 31 P. L. R. 951, 131 I. C. 221. 
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out «icroacliment. —Municipal committee is not compe¬ 
tent to issue notices under S. 172 in respect of encro^hments 
which were made about twenty years ago 1926 Lah. 547 
(1), 97 I. C. 288. 

N, B. —Now no notice can issue for encroachments three 
years old and such encroachments can only be removed on 
payment of compensation. S. 173 (1) does not apply 

to a structure overhanging a street. 

Re-erects overhanging structure. —So far as immovable 
overhanging structures are concerned, the law has been 
«ihanged—now not only erection of such a structure without 
permission is an olTence but its re-erection also. The rulings 
quoted above are no longer good law so far as overhang¬ 
ing structures are concerned but the re-eroction of tharas or 
other immovable encroachments on a street or drain or 
under the street or drain will not be an offence and no |»r- 
mission for their re-erection is necessary as the law exists 
at present. 

Distinction between Sections 172 and 193. —S. 193 

refers to buildings to be erected on private property and 
S. 172 to buildings which encroach or project into or over 
a street, etc. Structures under S. 172 recjuire the previous 
written permission of the committee. P. K. 62 of 1907. 

Structure.— Structure means a structure of some per¬ 
manent character. The fixing of portable plank over a 
public drain cannot be regarded as erection of a structure 
under the section. Cf. 39 All. 386; 40 I. C. 317. 

Projection. —A \erandah attached to and projecting 
from a house and supported on pillars s\ink down into 
the soil betw’een a street and a <lrain which runs between 
the street and the front of the house is a “ (ixture " and a 
projectiom encroachment or obstruction over or on a public 
street. Cf. 34 Cal. 844. 

A sunshade overhanging such a drain is a projection 
which can be ordered to be removed under S. 172. 30 I. O. 
683. 

Imposition of conditions when sanctioning encroachments 

whra The plaintiffs having applied to the municipal 

committee for permission to roof over the drain in front of 
their gates, the municipal committee by a resolution passed 
more than five months after the date of the application, 
agreed, to allow the drain to be roofed provided that the 
plaintiffs executed an agreement disclaiming all title to a 
mece of land between the drain and their compound wall. 
The plaintiffs in the meanwhile bad roofed tlie drain and as 
they did not execute the agreement relinquishing their 
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right to the said land the municipal committee issued a 
notice to them to remove the roofing over the drain; the 
plaintiffs sued for injunction to restrain the threatened 
demolition and justified their acts under clause u of S.'92 
(S. 193 proviso of the Act of l9ll) inasmuch as the com¬ 
mittee had neglected to pass orders on their application 
within six weeks: 

Held, that S. 92 was not applicable to the case, for 
though the bridging of the drain came within the meaning 
of erection of a buikiing in S. 92 that section is governed 
in the matter of building over a drain by S. 95 (= S. 172 of 
the present Act) and so the written permission of the muni¬ 
cipal committee was necessary; 

But held further, that the imposed condition was ultra 
vires and that the plaintiffs were entitled to the injunction. 
The municipal committee while acknowledging that there 
was no objection to the erection was not ernpovrered to 
compel the applicant to do something quite foreign to tlie 
object of the application and to the purpose and object 
for which the power of sanction was given. P. R. 27 of 
1901. 

S. 172 does not contemplate that a permission once 
given by the municipal committee should be withdrawn 
after a terai of years, where a person obtained permission 
to build a bridge over a drain on executing an agreement 
to the effect that he would after ten years demolish the 
bridge or obtain fresh sanction to maintain it, and after 
expiry of ten years the committee issued a notice under S. 
172: //e/c/the notice was M/Oa the circumstances did 
not fall within the purview of S. 172 and the municipality 
should be restrained from taking action under S. 3 72. 

The question what was the effect of the agreement 
was left undecided. 51 I. C. 831. 

S. 170 (3) (1) does not apply to a permanent structure 
like a verandah which a person builds in his house and does 
not therefore justify the committee in granting permission 
to make it conditional on payment of rent and iinposition of 
other limitations. 

The committee has no power to put restrictions upon 
the permission granted by it under S. 172. 

It has power to refuse permission but if it once grants 
the same, it cannot put any restrictions or limitations upon 
it. Where therefore the committee grants permission to 
build a verandah in front of a person’s house imposing 
conditions as regards payment of rent and removal of strue- 
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ture in future in case the committee so required, such condi¬ 
tions are ultra vires in the absence of a bye-law framed 
under S. 18S conferring those powers on the committee, 
1930 Lah. 246; 11 Lah. 276. 

Note .—The above decision and the decision i*eported in 1929 
Lah. 701 must taken to be applicable to the particular facts of 
the case decided. It only decides that in the alisence of bye-laws 
under S. 188 emjxwering committees to charge rent for structures 
under S. 172 the coinmittes have no power to make the sanction 
under S. 172 subject to payment of rent. The committeevS_ certainly 
have power to imix)se sucli conditions as are within their powers 
given by the Act. That there is no middle course lietween absolute 
sanction or absolute rejection is not the meaning of the ruling. 
Conditions as regards sanitation etc., can certainly lie imposed in the 
interests of public safety and convenience. 

Acceptance of conditions of grant of permission under 
Section 172. —The nmnieipal committee sanctioned the con¬ 
struction of a building the scheme of which involved an 
encroachment on the street; professing to act under S. 172 
the municipality imposed a condition with regard to the pro¬ 
posed encroachment, that, the applicant was to enter into an 
agreement to pay certain rent to the municipality. The 
applicant entered into such agreement and the municipal 
committee sued him for recovery of rent: 

Held, that the ease was governed by tlie agreement 
between the parties which was neither illegal nor without con¬ 
sideration. 32 P. f. R. 607,132 T. O. 696; 1931 Lah. 634. 

Construction of the powers under the section. Projecting 
eaves causing no practical inconvenience. —The eav'es 
of certain buildings belonging to the plaintiff projected 
over the public road. The municipal commissioners of 
Bombay gave notice to the plaintiff requiring him within 
thirty days to remove the said eaves as being “ a projection, 
encroachment or obstruction” within the meaning of S. 195 
of Acts III of 1872 and fV of 1878. The plaintiff thereupon 
tiled this suit pi-aying for an injunction against the 
municipal commissioners. The eaves in question projected 
to the extent of one foot eight inches. The width of the road 
in front of the buildings was about forty feet, and the 
length of the eaves varied from seven feet to nine feet two 
inches above the roadway. At the time this suit was filed 
there was an open djrain or gutter one foot three inches wide 
running along by thfe side of the plaintiff’s buildings and 
between them and the road. The gutter, how'ever, subsequent 
to the filing of the suit but before the hearing, was covered 
over and so much additional width was thereby added to the 
road: Held that the eaves constituted an obstruction within 
the meaning of the above section and that the municipal 
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commissioner was entitled to remove them. Sergeant, C. J., 
in the course of his judgment remarked; “ Under the above 

section the question to be decided is not whether there is a 
real practical inconvenience to the public traffic on the street. 
Those are not the words used in the section, and if that was 
the intention of the legislature it would have been expressed. 
The words in their plain and obvious meaning import 
‘ passage along the whole of the street. ’ 

“ Wc think therefore that upon the proper construction 
of S. 195, the question to be considered is merely w’hether 
the eaves were an obstruction, and as to this it is not denied 
they are an obstruction to the convenient passage along that 
part of the street. ■* * * ” 

They of course prevent loaded carts from passing as 
near to the wall of the plaintiff’s house as it would be 
possible for them to do if the eaves were not there. It is 
no doubt a well recognized general rule that where powers 
are given by the legislature to interfere with private property 
these powers are to be exercised strictly and exclusively for 
the purposes and objects for which they are given, and unless 
it can be shown that such interference is necessary for the 
hirtherance of these objects it will not be permitted. That 
is the general rule which is applied in the ease of railway 
and other companies authorized to take compulsorily the 
lands of others. 

But in applying the rule, the powers conferred on 
municipalities and corporations for the purpose of making 
improvements in large towns or doing other similar acts for 
the public benefit have always been liberally construed. 12 
Bom. 474. 

In the Punjab Municipal Act there are two sections, 172 
and 195, under w'hich a municipality may order the removal of 
a building or a p<jrtion of a building. S. 172 is concerned 
with projections or structures overhanging, projecting ijjto 
or encroaching upon the street and S. 195 with new 
buildings. 

The powers given by the Act to municipal committees 
are an interference for the public good with the ordinary 
rights and privileges of the public, and, therefore the law 
should be very strictly construed against committees. If 
a committee wishes to exercise these extraordinary powers, 
it must do so strictly in accordance with law and procedure, 
and if a committee directs a person to remove a building on 
the ground that it has recently been built without permission 
that person is not bound to remove the building which it has 
been proved was not built recently, merely on the ground 
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(hat it is on a public street and would be quite justified in 
asking a court to decide whether the notice actually served 
on him stated the facts correctly and gave sound reasons 
for the removal of the building concerned. This of course 
does not mean that the courts will interfere with the discre¬ 
tion of the committee lawfully exercised. 1. C. 889, P. R. 
56 of 1911. 

Where the applicant has obtained a decree in his favour 
declaring that the site vras his private property but the 
municipality prosecuted him for building on that property: 
held the prosecution is wrong 1925 liah. 238, 84 I. O. 718. 

Where the accused applies for and obtains sanction to 
erect a chabutra in front of his house he cannot be prosecuted 
for having built a chabutra resting on stones specially when 
there is nothing in the sanction to forbid the use of stones. 
48 All. 230; 'l926 All. 122. 

Powers of Civil Courts to interfere. — Plaintiff proposed to 
make a balcony pro.iecting over a public road. The munici¬ 
pality objected to the work as an encroachment on a public 
street. He therefore sued the municipality to establish 
his right to build the proposed balcony: Held that so far as 
the column of space standing over the street was vested in 
the municipality the plaintiff had no right to occupy it with 
a telcony, which by intercepting light and air would greatly 
impair the use of the area as a street. S. 33 of the Bombay 
District Municipal Act (VI of 1873) ^pves the municipality 
a,discretion to issue such orders as it thinks proper wnth 
reference to a proposed building. Civil courts cannot 
interfere with that discretion unless it is exercised in a 
capricious, wanton and oppressive manner. 12 Bom. 490. 

A municipal committee has full powers to withhold 
permission for the building of a structure that will project 
over a street and a civil court has no jurisdiction to 
interfere in such a matter. S. 193 of the Punjab Municipal 
Act refer to only buildings to be erected on private pro¬ 
perty and has no application to a structure that projects 
over a street. 68 I. C. 675. 

Constractions not within the section. — The section does 
not empower a municipality to prevent a person dealing with 
his own property provided he does not interfere wiui the 
convenience of the public or with any sanitary regulation. 
15 Mad. 292. 

As the street as defined in S. 3 extends only to the 
boundaries of adjacent property, verandahs or other 
stnaetures erected within the limits of the adjacent property 
require no written permission under S. 172, Cf. 31 Mad. 181. 
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Where walls sought to be demolished by the municipality 
do not overhang, project into, or encroach upon any street, 
a notice for the demolition of the said walls issued by the 
municipality is not justified by the provision of S. 88* of 
the N. W. P. and Oudh Act, I of 1900. 4 All. L, J. 204. 

Public nuisance. —A n encroachment by a private person 
building over a part of a public street is a public nuisance 
within the meaning of S. 2b8, 1. P. C. Injury to any parti¬ 
cular individual need not be proved. The public are entitled 
to the use of the full width of the public street however wide 
it may be. Whoever builds over a portion of a public street 
does an act which must necessarily cause obstruction to 
persons who may have occasion to exercise their rights of 
using the portion encroached upon. It is no answer to say 
that the street is still wide enough for all comers. Each and 
every part of a public street is open to lawful use by the 
public, and it is the duty of the public authorities to prevent 
encroachment thereon by private persons. 7 Mad. L. J. 95. 

Whoever appropriates any part of a street by building 
over it, infringes the right of the public quod the part built 
over and thereby commits an offence punishable under Penal 
Code, S. 290 if not punishable under S. 283. 20 Mad. 433. 

Placing a charpoy on the road in the bazaar temporarily,! 
does not amount to the offence of causing public nuisance: I 
17 1. C. 574. In this case it was found that the road was | 
not as a fact obstructed. 

Obstruction of public way is an offence under S. 283, 
I. P. C. 29 1. C. 832, 3S Mad. 305. 

Encroachment upon a public road is an obstruction to 
the public path, and it is a nuisance in itself under S. 268 of 
the. Penal Code. No length of user can justify an encroach¬ 
ment upon a public vray. The question of a sufficient width 
of the road being left in support of the encroachment, for 
public use is no ground for allov-’ing the encroachment or 
obstruction to continue. It is the duty of the magistrate to 
come to a finding, whether the claim of the person complain¬ 
ed of, to such encroachment is bona fide or not, and question 
of possession is relevant for this purpose. 1927 Pat. 265, 
105 I. C. 238. 

Public nuisance and special damages. — Public nuisance 
is not by itself an actionable Avrong but a public nuisance 
may under certain conditions become a private wrong. 
A person founding a cause of action upon a public 
nuisance has to establish a particular injury to himself 


•C/. S. 172 of Punjab Act. 
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beyond what is suffered by the rest of the public. Every 
citizen having a house abutting on or adjoining a public 
thoroughfare has the legal right to make a legitimate and 
reasonable user of the thoroughfare along its length and 
breadth for himself, his cattle or his conveyance leading from 
his door to any part of the highway, his right in this respect 
should be protected and enforced so long as it is not inconsis¬ 
tent with the rights of other persons using the pathway for 
themselves for purposes of traffic. This right exists indepen¬ 
dently of prescription and is a sort of common law right. 
Thus, if the width of the thoroughfare has been encroached 
upon by the defendant resulting in the plaintiff not being 
able to utilize the highw^ay in the same manner as he used to 
to do before and the plaintiff cannot turn his cart round the 
road on account of this obstruction, a special damage has 
arisen to the plaintiff aud the matter is actionable. 1929 All. 
767. 

Plaintiff was in possession of a house from the windows 
of which there was an uninterrupted view of part of a certain 
tl^roughfare along which it was announced that a public 
procession was to pass. One G agreed to take and pay for 
seats on the first and see-md floor of the house in order to see 
the procession. Then defendant, a metiopolitan borough, in 
pursuance of a resolution of the board caused a stand to be 
erected across a certain highuray to enable members to view 
the procession. This stand was a public nuisance and it 
otetrueted the view' of main thoroughfare from the windows 
of the plaintiff’s house. G, w'hen he saw’ the stand in course 
of erection, asked to be released from the contract and 
plaintiff did release him. 

In an action for damages for the w'rongful interfer¬ 
ence with the enjoyment and use of her house and the special 
loss she had sustained by the w’rongful act of the defendant: 
Held she was entitled to recover damages. Campbell v. 
Paddington Corporation^ (1911), I. K. B. 8b9. 

Easement for discharge of water through a channel 
across a public road cannot be acquired by prescription 
as this will amount to public nuisance. Unless" such prescrip¬ 
tive right is acquired before the site became a public road 
because the rights of the public will be subject to the pre¬ 
existing easement. 21 I. O. 857. 

Obstraclion of accen to highway from private property 
constitutes special damage. — A right of immediate access from 
private property to public highw’ays is recognized in law as a 
private right distinct from the right of the ow’ner of that pro¬ 
perty to use the hi^way itself as one of the public. Although 



579 


See. 172.3 

the plaintiff must show a panticular damage it is clear that a 
private right of this kind has been recognised as being parti¬ 
cular damage in the case of individual member who had en¬ 
joyed access to the highway from adjoining property, 46 AIL 
573, 82 I. C. 751,1924 AIL 715. 

Where the plaintiff would every day and every hour of 
the day when he desired to leave his house by the entrance 
on a particular side be compelled to go the other way and 
travel at least three or four times as far and three or five 
times as fast if he were pressed for time: Held that would 
amount to special damage or a more particular form of 
nuisance suffered by him than by the general public. 
45 AIL 470. 

Effect of S. 91, Civil Procedure Code, considered, 45 
All, 470; 1924 All. 599. 

The finding that a public lane has not been narrowed 
down so as to cause damage to the residents in the lane is a 
finding of fact which cannot be called in question in second 
appeal in the High Court. 

Private persons who merely happen to reside in houses 
in a public lane cannot sue for alleged encroachment in that 
lane for no right of easement can acquired over a public 
lane. 1929 All. 504; 113 I. C. 520. 

Exceptions to the above in case of the person dedicatii^ 
the road. —The rule that a member of the public cannot 
maintain an action for obstruction to a public road without 
proving a special injury to himself beyond that suffered by 
the public, is not applicable to the case of a zamindar who 
or whose predecessor in title had dedicated to the public 
the road over the zamindari land. 

When a zamindar gives a right of way over his land, 
he only gives the public a right to use the land for the 
purposes of the road and he does not give the public or any 
one else a right to interfere with the soil of the road, as, for 
instance, by building a house upon it or turning the road 
into a garden. 

A zamindar has over and above the right to use the road 
as a road, a right to the soil in the road which he had never 
given to the public so that a suit by him for the removal 
of an obstruction is not as a guardian of the public but in 
respect of an interference with his own rights of property: 
10 All. 5,53. This ease was, however, not followed in 27 Cal. 
793 where it was held that zamindar’s case is no exception 
to the general rule. Similarly in 2 N. L. R. 110, it was laid 
down, “ The soil of street belongs prima facie to the owner 
of the land adjoining it. But the ownership is subject to 



^ ^tec. 172] 

the right of Ihe publie to use the street or highway. Any 
use of the soil of the highway other than the legitimate 
use of it for purposes of a highway, is a trespass upon that 
soil as against the owner to whom it still belongs. 

Suits for removal of obstructions in public ways. —Where 
the defendant has erected an obstruction in a public 
thoroughfare thereby causing inconvenience to the plaintiff 
with the rest of the public, acml action for their demolition 
cannot be maintained by the plaintiff alone, unless it is alleg¬ 
ed and proved that special or particular injury or damage 
was sustained by the plaintiff in consequence of such obstruc¬ 
tion: 1 All. 249; 10 All. 498; 2 Bom. 457; 9 Mad. 463; 14 
Mad. 177; 22 Cal. 551; 27 Cal. 793; 25 I. C. 198. As re^rds 
what constitutes special in.iury or inconvenience see P. R. 
No. 4 of 1895, P. R. 64 of 1901, 5 C. W. N. 295. 

Where a public passage, 2j cubits in width has been 
narrowed down to 22 inches, there is a special damage 
inasmuch as leaving such a narrow passage is practically 
blocking the road. 25 I. C. 266. 

Municipality alone competent to deal with trespaM on 

streets. —When the plaintiff sued the defendants for trespass 
on a lane which was found to be a public thoroughfare within 
municipal limits, held that the land in suit, as a public 
thoroughfare within the limits of the limits of the municipal¬ 
ity, vests in the municipal board. The acts complained of in 
the plaint are acts of interference with the surface of the 
soil and with the use of the land as a public lane, so that it 
would seem prima facie that no one except the municipal 
board had a right to complain of the trespass alleged in the 
plaint. 1922 All 485, 70 T. O. 158. 

Obstruction of access to public right of way. — Kvery person 
is entitled to access to a public way from his premises and 
obstruction to such access gives a right to restrain such 
obstruction. 33 Cal. 1243. 

The right of a person to have access to his land abutting 
on a public path is not a private right for the infringement 
of which he has a separate cause of action apart from the 
public and on obstruction of such a right he cannot main- 
tein a suit without alleging and proving special damage of a 
substantial character. 21 I. C. 601. 

The right of access to the highway must be distinguish* 
ed from the right to transfer goods from vans in the hi< 2 ^- 
way across the pavement to ttie private premises. The 
former right is a private right, and any interference with it 
an interference with a private right; but the latter right is 
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a right enjoyed by the owner as one of the public entitled to 
use the highway. * Where, therefore, a local authority in the 
metropolis, acting banafide under the Metropolis Manage¬ 
ment Act, 1885 (f), (18 and 19 Viet. e. 120.) S. 130, erected 
a lamp post on the pavement near the kerb, in such a position 
to the plaintiff’s premises as to obstruct or prevent him from 
loading and unloading goods to be taken into his premises, 
it w’as held that he had no legal ground of complaint: 
{W. H. Chaplin & Co., Limited v. IVestminster Corporation, 
[l90l] 2 Ch. 329). And so where a corporation authorized 
by a local Act to erect in the streets such works as might be 
necessary for their tramways, proceeded in good faith to 
erect a pole and fuse-box in the pavement close to the princi¬ 
pal entrance of the plaintiff’s premises, to which the plaintiff 
objected and claimed an injunction: it was held that he was 
not entitled to an injunction. Goldberg Sons Limited v. 
Liverpool Corporation (1900), 82 L. T. .362. 

Rilfhts of public in public streets.— Any member of the 
public has got the right to use the public street in any law¬ 
ful manner and a declaration can be granted if he is prevent¬ 
ed from so doing without proof of any special damage. 1926 
Mad, 830. 

Dispute of title between the Committee and the private in¬ 
dividual. — Where there is a clash between municipal commit¬ 
tee on the one side and a private individual on the other with 
reference to some property, the matter has got to be adjudi¬ 
cated by the civil cotirt which is the only forum for deter¬ 
mining the title. Th(‘ straightforward course in such a ease 
is the institution of a suit in the civil court. The remedy 
provided by S. 26o of U. P- Act (corresponding to S. 173 of 
Punjab Act) may be cheap, swift and within a certain range 
effective. This section, however, is not intended to arm a 
municipal board with powers to disturb the possession of 
any person who asserts a lawful title to the property in con¬ 
troversy. 

Where a record plan has not been shown to be prepared 
by a public servant in the discharge of his official duty or by 
any other person in pursuance of his duty specially enjoined 
by the law^ of the country, nor has it been established by 
evidence that the said document formed the act or record of 
the act of public officers within the meaning of S. 74, the 
record plan cannot be admitted in evidence either under 
S. 35 or S. 74 in the absence of proper evidence and of neces¬ 
sary particulars. 

The onus of proving that the site in dispute is a public 
street or part of a public street lies upon the committee. 
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A site plan prepared for the purposes of a case can have 
very little prolative value on the question of title. Entries 
in such documents in support of title of a municipal board 
are no more than admission in favour of the board and are 
not relevant. 

The fact that the municipal board has on several oc¬ 
casions demolished a chabutra constructed by a party on the 
disputed land and realized the cost does not amount even to 
an assertion of title on the part of the municipal board 
and is absolutely inclusive. 1930 All. 26; 120 I. O. 547. 

Notice. —A notice under S. 172 or 175 simply calling 
upon the offender to show cause was not a notice to remove 
obstruction. 44 1. C. 744. 

When a notice is served on an owner for removal 
of obstructions, he cannot be allowed to urge that the 
encroachment does not cause any practical inconvenience 
or the road in front is very wide and traffic will not be 
obstructed. Obstruction along the street means obstruction 
to the passage along the whole of the street. In the 
Bombay Act all obstructions or encroachments causing 
obstructions to the convenient passage along the street 
occur and inspite of these words the plaintiff was not held 
entitled to injunction. 12 Bom. 474. 

Tlie only requirement of S. 202 of Bengal Act, 1884 
is that the commissioners shall issue a notice which shall 
show to the opposite party in a way in which he can under¬ 
stand what the obstruction f>r the encroachment is that he is 
required to remove. Hence a notice directing a hut to be 
removed and expressly referring to S. 202 is" not bad simply 
because it describes the hut as having been put upon the road¬ 
side land and not as having been put upon the road, 1931 
Cal. 808; 58 Cal. 1135,134 1. C. 753. 

Obstructions: renaedy by ejectment. —A municipal cor¬ 
poration entitled to the possession and control of sti^ets 
and public places may, in its corporate name, recover the 
same in ejectment. Where it possesses the fee, although in 
trust for public uses, there are no technical obstacles in the 
way of maintaining such an action against the adjoining 
proprietor or whoever may wrongfully intrude upon, occupy, 
or detain the property. And where the adjoining proprietor 
retains the fee. the courts have overcome the technical 
difficulty by regarding the right to the possession, use, and 
control of the property by the municipality as a legal, and 
not a mere equitable right Dillon, p, 1792. 

Cf. also 25 Mad. 635 where immovable encroachment 
had been constructed without written permission and the 
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obstruction is not recent, the remedy by ejectment will be 
safer to adopt in view of P. R. 2 of 1915. 

Pcnrniission subject to conditions. —The committee, when 
granting permission for encroachments, may prescribe condi¬ 
tions. These conditions can only be such as are authorised 
by law. Conditions securing the safety and convenience of 
the public or in the interests of the maintenance of the 
streets may be prescribed. If encroachments under S. 172 
are permitted, the committee cannot levy any rent for the use 
of the street under the encroachment. Levy of fee under a 
corresponding section of the Bombay Municipal Act was not 
held to be ultra vires. Cf. 45 I. C. 503, 42 Bom. 454. 

Interpretation of Statutes.—Sections 172 and 175 and 
Section 14 of Electricity Act. —Defendants were a corporation 
who had obtained a license under Indian Electricity Act and 
as licensees under the Act had put up aerial line etc., on a 
cetain street in the Municipality of Karachi; the municipality 
having arranged with North Western Railway Company that 
the latter should erect an over-bridge the aeriel line and the 
poles had to be shifted from their position. The committee 
sued for declaration that the cost of removal should be borne 
by the defendants: Held thvd, S. 14 of the Electricity Act 
applied and not the Bombay District Municipal Act and the 
plaintiffs must bear tlie cost of removal though under the 
Municipal Act the committee eoxild ask for the removal of any 
obstruction in the street without payment of compensation. 

Where there are two conflicting provisions of the legis¬ 
lature and the question is which must be taken to govern 
the case it is the duty of the court to see the terms of 
which provision are more appropriate to the circumstances 
of the ease, in order to decide whether the one provision or 
the other governs the right of the parties Where tiie rights 
of the parties have l)een expressly laid down in an Act 
specifically appropriate to classes of transactions exactly 
similar to those which are the subject of enquiry it must 
be clearly made out that a general Act governs the case 
which is applicable not to the particular class of transactions 
or persons before the court but to a body of persons 
amongst whom the parties may lie brought. It must be 
very clearly showm that such general Act is entitled to 
override the special Act. 1926 Sind 115, 95 I C. 226. 

Sections 172 and 175. —Where a projection has existed 
before the commencement of the Act, it can be removed by 
notice under S. 175 or S. 172 (3). 

No distinction is drawn between projections which 
became lawful before the eommeiMsement of the Act and 
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projections which became lawful after its commencement 
and, therefore, a municipal council is empowered to remove 
an encroachment the title to which was perfected before the 
commencement of the Act. Cf. 1928 Mad. 477; 51 Mad. 318. 

Projections overhanging public streets and built con¬ 
trary to permission of municipality but not coming under 
S. 172 and allowed to remain for 16 years must not be 
removed bv the municipality bv executive action. 1921 Bom. 
130; 23 Bom. L. R. 193, 62 I. 0. 913. 

Validity of notice - A notice which contains two directions, 
one of which is good and the other bad, is bad in its entirety ; 
and hence failure to comply with it, does not make the owner 
liable for penalty laid down in S, 220; 1 Weir 749, and 1933 
Lah. 935, 34 P. L. R. 636. 

Plaintiff in this case had a thirty-year-old unroofed 
projection overhanging the street. He repaired the projec¬ 
tion, and in doing so constructed a roof of tin sheets on the 
pi ejection. Plaintiff was served with a notice calling upon 
him to demolish the entire projection including the old struc¬ 
ture, On his failure to comply a notice under S. 220 was 
issued. As the direction regarding old projection was bad, 
the entire notice was held tf» be bad. 

Delegation- Powers under S. 172 (2) can be delegated 
under S. 33 (a). 

173. (1) The committee may grant permission in writing, 

on such conditions as it may deem fit for the safety or con¬ 
venience of persons passing by, or dwelling or working in the 
neighbourhood, and may charge fees for such permission, and 
may at its discretion withdraw the permission, to any 
person to 

(a) place in front of any building any movable en¬ 

croachment upon the ground level of any public 
street or over or on any sewer, drain or watercourse 
or any movable overhanging structure projecting 
into such public street at a point above the said 
ground level, 

(b) take up or alter the pavement or other materials for 

the fences or posts of any public street, 

(r) deposit or cause to be deposited building materials, 
goods for sale, or other articles on any public 
street, or, 

(d) make smy hole or excavation on, in or under any 
street, or remove materials from beneath any street, 
so as to cause risk of subsidoice, or, 
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(e) erect CM* set iq> any feac^ post, stall or seaffoUin^ 
in any public street. 

(2) Whoever does any of the acts mentionecl in sub-section 

(1) without the written permission of the committee shall be 
punishable with fine which may extend to fifty rupees and the 
committee or the secretary of the committee or the Medical 
Officer of Health or any person authorised by the committee 
may— 

(t) after reasonable opportunity has been given to the 
owner to remove his material and he has failed to 
do so, remove or cause to be removed by the 
police, or any other agency, any such movable en¬ 
croachments or overhanging structures and suny such 
materials, goods or articles of merchandise and any 
such fence, post, stall, or scaffolding, 

(it) smd take measures to restore the street to the con¬ 
dition it was in before any such alteration, excava¬ 
tion or damage. 

(3) If the material specified in clause fi) of sub-section 

(2) has not been claimed by the owner within a fortnight of 
its having been deposited for safe custody by the committee, 
or if the owner shall fail to pay to the committee the actual 
cost of removal or deposit in safe custody, the committee may 
have the material sold by auction at the risk of the owner, 
and the balance of the proceeds of such sale shall after de¬ 
duction of the expenditure incurred by the committee be paid 
to the owner, or if the owner cannot be found, or refuses to 
accept payment the balance shall be kept in deposit by the 
committee until claimed at the risk of the person entitled there¬ 
to, and if no claim is made within two years the committee 
may credit the amount to the municipal fund. 

Explanation. —For the purposes of this section * movable 
encroachment * includes a seat or settee, and * movable over¬ 
hanging structure ’ includes an awning of any material. 

Notes 

S. 164 of the old Act was entirely recast when Act III 
of 1911 was enacted; the section has again been recast and 
has been substituted bv S. Go of the Punjab Amendment 
Act, III of 1933. 

S. 170 of Act in of 1911 has been omitted and its 
provisions have been incorporated in S. 173. The old Ss. 170 
and 173 as they originally stood before the Punjab Municipal 
Amendment, III of 1933, came into force are given below for 
reference:— 
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170. The committee may grant permission in writing for the 
temporary occupation of any street or la^ vested in it for the 
purpose of depositing any building materials or making any tem¬ 
porary excavation therein or erection thereon, subject to such condi¬ 
tions as it may prescribe for the safety or convenience of persons 
p8^ sw ing by or dwelling, or working in the neighbourhood, and may 
charge fees for such p>ermission, and may at its discretion withdraw 
the permission. 

173. (1) Whoever, without the written permission of the 

committee— 

(а) places in front of any building any movable encroach¬ 

ment upon the ground level of any street or over or on 
any sewer, drain or water-course or any movable over¬ 
hanging structure projecting into the street at a point 
above the said ground level, 

(б) takes up or alters the pavement or other materials or the 

fences or posts of any street, 

(c) deposits [or causes to be deposited] building materials, 

gooos for sale, or other articles of merchandise on any 
street, or 

(d) makes any hole or [excavation on, in, or under any street, 

or I’emoves materials from beneath any street, so as to 
cause risk of subsidence, 

(O erects or sets up any fence, post, stall, scaffolding in any 
public street, 

shall be punishable with a fine which may extend to fifty 

rupees. 

(2) The committee or the secretary of the committee may— 

(*) summarily remove, or cause to be removed by the police, 
or any other agency any such movable encroachments 
or overhanging structures and any such materials, 
goods or articles of merchandise, and any such fence, 
post, stall or scaffolding, 

(w) take order summarily to restore the street to the condition 
it was in before any such alteration, excavation or 
damage, and 

(Hi) recover the expenses incurred by the committee under 
this sub-section from the offender. 

Expl'tn'iHo't .—Por the purposes of this section ‘ movable en¬ 
croachment ' includes a seat or settle, and ‘ mov'ahle overhanging 
structure ' inchides an awning of any material. 

Changes and their effects —Throughout the section except 
in sub-clause (d) the words “ public street ” have been sub¬ 
stituted for the word “ street.” This change will work to the 
prejudice of people living in new streets which have not yet 
become public. Years may elapse before such streets are 
declared public and the residents or persons building bouses 
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can de|x>sit building materials, goods for sale or do all acts 
prohibited under clauses (c), (ft), (c) & (#) with impunity and 
the municipal committee will have no pow’er to prevent these 
acts under S. 173. The whole width of the street may be 
occupied or altered without incurring any liability and the 
residents are only left to the lengthy process of seeking their 
remedy in civil courts. 

The scope of the powers under sub-section (2) has been 
well defined. The provisions in the old S. 173 with reference 
to removal of encroachments were very vague and indefinite, 
and the practice of some of the municipal officers removing the 
goods without giving any opportunity to the owner to remove 
the goods and then taking these goods to municipal office and 
refusing to return them unless fine or penalty was paid was 
not justified. This has now been made clear. Elxpenses of 
restoration of street as contemplated by sub-clause («') of sub¬ 
section (2) have not been made recoverable. Similarly if the 
actual cost of removal of goods and materials and depoat 
in safe custody under sub-clause (t) exceed the amount 
recovered by sale of such goods no means for recovery of the 
deficiency have been provided. 

Analogous Law-. — Ss. 287, 300, Calcutta City Muni- 

Ss, 217 (5) & 269, Bengal Dis- cipal Act, HI of 3923. 

trict Municipal Act, 1884. S. 118 (a) {rviii), Cantonment 
Sfl. 238, 240 & 357, Bengal Muni- Act, II of 1924. 

cipal Act, XV of 1932. Se. 94 & 184, Central Provinces 

S. 182, Behar and Orissa Mnni- Municipal Act, II of 1922. 

cipal Act, 1922. Ss. 214 & 226 (d), Madras City 

Ss. 151, 152 & 155, Bombay Municipal Act, 1919. 

Municipal BoroughvS Act, Ss. 173 (<2> & 186, Madras Dis- 
1925. trict Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 121, 122 & 125, Bombay Bis- Chapter IV of Schedule 1 
trict Municipal Act, IT! of i Rangoon City Municipal Act, 
1901. i 1922. 

Ss. 313 & 314, Bomlmy City Ss. 215, 220, 261, 265 & 266, 
Municipal Act, III of 1888. ! U.P. Municipalities Act, 1916. 

Ss 86, 115 & 116, Burma Muni- i English Law: — 

cipal Act, III of 189S. i S. 149, Public Health Act, 1875. 

1 S. 51, Highway Act, 1864. 

Executive Officers Act. - Powers under S. 173 will not be 
exercised by the committees but shall be exercised by execu¬ 
tive officers in municipalities to which that Act is extended— 
vide S. 4 (ft) Schedule i. 

Executive officers Act refers to S. 170 of the Municipal 
Act before its amendment by Act TII of 1933. S. 170 is now. 
incorporated in S. 173 and hence the powers under existing 
S. 173 will now vest in the executive officers. 
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Delegation. —Powers under S. 173 can be delegated under 
S. 33 (o). 

Fees. —Such fees are recoverable under S. 81 of the Act. 
When building materials are deposited without written per¬ 
mission, the municipality cannot recover any fees under the 
Act. 


Under S. 183 (1) («), the committees are empowered by 
bye-laws to regulate the conditions on which and the period 
for which permission may be given under S. 173 (1) and 
provide for levy of fees and rents for such permission. The 
levy of fees has been provided in the section itself and the 
provisions of S. 188 (1) (m) would therefore appear to be 
partly redundant. 

Power to lease or auction the right to levy fees.— The 

Municipal Act does not give to a municipality, either ex¬ 
pressly or by necessary implication, power to lease or auction 
the right to levy the fees due for temporary occupation of 
municipal land. Cf. 1928 Bom. 282; 52 Bom. 414. 

Scope of S. 173. —It will be seen that certain specific 
forms of encroachments are dealt with. 

In certain respects the old S. 164 of Act of 1891, was much 
wider and included encroachments which would not now be 
included. Movable encroachments n'>t specifically covered 
by S. 173 or S. 182 will have to be dealt with under Indian 
Penal Code. 

The Municipal Committee of Lahor’e found itself unable 
to remove encroachments on streets in the shape of boys 
attending panda schools. As is well known the boys are made 
to sit in the streets. This was no doubt an encroachTuent. (91d 
S. 164 would have covered such an encroachment but S. 173 
could not deal with such encroachments as it dealt with 
specific acts of encroachments. There was no clause making 
any other act of encroachment an offence. In big cities like 
Lahore gramophone music is played in the evenings to attract 
customers. Similarly mechanical toys are displayed in the 
windows for the same purpose. Oowds are attracted by the 
show and cause intolerable obstruction to traffic. Unless the 
committee decides to take action under S. 133, Or. P. C. or 
under S. 283 or 289 of the Indian Penal Code, there is no 
remedy under the Municipal Act 

• This section deals with temporary obstructions which 
would be an offence unless i^rmission is granted for making 
them. It has nothing to do with giving licenses for keeping ah 
ice depot. Cf. 1926 Mad. 381. 
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S. 173 is not applicable to a structure overhanging a 
street. 1929 Lah 701; 1930 Lah. 246; 11 Lah. 276; 1933 
Lah. 394. ^ 

Excavation: Liability of corporation for damage.— The muni¬ 
cipalities are, so far as the municipal funds permit, bound to 
maintain and repair and light all public streets. In allowing 
temporary excavations the nmnieipality is not relieved of its* 
statutory duty of maintaining the street. Permission was 
granted to a Government official to open one of the public 
streets for the purpose of carrying off surplus water from a 
tank which was under the control of that officer. The per¬ 
mission granted contained the usual conditions that a licensed 
contractor should be employed to do the work. The road was 
opened but was left unfenced and insufficiently lighted with 
the result that a man driving along the road was badly injur¬ 
ed, the municipality was held liable for damages for breach of 
their statutory duty. 10 Cal. 445. 

It was culpable negligence to allow an excavation of 
large dimensions in a public street to remain open at night 
without sufficient protection being provided against accidents. 
At the instance of the corporation the Secretary of State was 
impleaded in this ease. Tlie lirst court dismissed the suit 
against the Secretary of Slate. The corporation contended 
that they were not guilty of negligence as the excavation 
was not made by them and that they were not aware that it 
WAS not sufficiently lighted or fenced. It was the duty of 
Government to light or fence the excavation. The corpora¬ 
tion had power to grant permission for excavation and no 
negligence is imputed to corporation for grant of this permis¬ 
sion. It was held that the pv.>wer to grant permission does 
not absolve the corporation from its general duty to keep the 
road in a safe condition. 

Breach of conditions under which permission is granted.— 

Where the accused depv)sited bricks under a permit which 
required that the building materials should be fenced off and 
the accused falle<l to fence off the bricks deposited on the 
footpath he was AWd to have committc'd an offence under S. 
173. Cf. 41 I. 0. 129. 

Necessary and temporary obstructions to use of street.— 

The primaiy pxirpose of a street is for passage and travel, 
and that unauthorized and illegal obstructions to its free 
use come within the legal notion of a nuisance. But it is 
not every obstruction, irrespective of its character or pur¬ 
pose, that is illegal, even although not sanctioned by any ex¬ 
press legislative or municipal authority. On the contrary, 
the right of the public to the free and unobstructed use of a 
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street or way is subject to reasonable and necessary limita* 
tions and restrictions. The carriage and delivery of fuel, 
grain, goods, etc,, are legitimate uses of a street and may 
result in a temporary obstruction to the right of fttblie tran¬ 
sit, So the improvement of the street or public highway it¬ 
self may occasion impediments to its uninterrupted use by 
the public. And so of the improvements of adjoining lots by 
digging cellars, by building, etc.; this may occasion a reason¬ 
able necessity for using a part of the street or sidewalk for 
the deposit of materials. Temporary obstructions of this 
kind are not invasions of the public easement, but simply 
incidents to or limitations of it. They can be justified when, 
and only so long as they are, reasonably necessary. There 
need be no absolute necessity; it suffices that the necessity is 
a reasonable one. Bui this will never justify the leaving of 
the street or way in an unsafe and dangerous condition, or 
its use in an unreasonable manner or for an unreasonable 
time. Dillon, pp. 1856-7. 

The accused unharnessed his horse from his carriage on 
the roadside, placed the former in its stable and the carriage 
in the coach-house. The carriage did not stand for a con¬ 
siderable time on the road : Held, that accused was not 
guilty of an offence under S. 173 or 182. 20 1. C. 1003. 

Temporary obstructions by building materials.— Similar 
considerations determitie the lawfulness of temporary ob¬ 
structions of city streets by building materials or in con¬ 
nection with the improvement of the street itself, or for the 
purpose of constructing a public improvement or work there¬ 
in. The temporary and necessary obstruction of public 
travel for these purposes is justified. But the obstruction 
must be reasonably necessary, due precautii)ns to avoid injury 
to travellers must be taken, and the obstruction must not 
continue for an unreasonable length of time. Dillon, p, 1862. 

Municipal control over use of streets by depont of building 
materials. —As a city ct)rporation may ije compelled to pay 
damages caused by the negligent manner in which persons 
occupy or use sidewalks and streets with building materials 
it may impose reasonable conditions on those who wish thus 
to use or occupy the streets or sidewalks,—as for example, 
require them, by ordinance, to give bond to indemnify the 
city against losses or damages caused by the manner in 
which the privilege to use and occupy the sidewalks and 
street is exercised. Dillon, p. J 863. 

Ss. 172 and 173 deal with obstructions both temporary 
and permanent which may be allowed by the committees on 
the streets and the rights of the public over the streets may¬ 
be limited to that extent. As regards other necessary and 
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tem^rary obstruction of streets as obstruction due to carts 
loading and unloading goods before business premises may 
be taken as le^timate uses of the street for which no express 
provision is made in the Act. 

Elecbricity Act, Tramway Act and Railway Act. —Under 
these Acts also streets can be broken up or works construct- * 
ed on streets with the consent of the local authority. 

Breakinc; open streets. —In general no person or company 
may take up or interfere with a highw^ay so as to create a 
nuisance. See R. v. Longton Gas Co., (1860) 29 L. J. M. C. 
118; Att.-Gen. V. Scott, (1904' 1. K, B. 404. In Stockport 
Waterworks Co. Manchester Corporation, (1863) 9Jur. (N.S.) 
266, it was held that the taking up of the pavement and digging 
trenches in the roadway and footway of a public thorough¬ 
fare, in order to lay down service pipes for the supply of 
^as from mains to private houses, are not acts which can be 
justified at common law as done in the exercise of the right 
of every occupier of a house to make such a temporary 
obstruction of the highway as may be necessarily incidental 
to the en.)oyment of his property; and a house-holder vdio 
authorizes such acts, and they who do them, having no 
parliamentary powers for the purpose, are liable to be indict¬ 
ed for a nuisance. No lapse of time is an answer to an 
indictment for causing a nuisance on a highway. R. v. Cross, 
(1812) 3 Camp. 224; R. v. Edwards, (1847) 11 J. P. 602. 

For further notes sec Lumley^s “ Public Health Acts 
10th Fldition pp. .300-1. 

Sign-boards.— Pro.iecting sign-boards overhanging in the 
streets will be covered by the w'ord structure. Under a 
corresponding provision in the Bombay Act, III of 1901, such 
projecting boards were held to be unauthorized and the 
committees were held justified in charging fee for permit¬ 
ting them to be put up: 45 I. C. 503; 42 Bom. 454. Municipal 
committees in the Punjab have specifically been empowered 
to charge fee. 

Written permission, leasing of streets. — In a recent Multan 
case the committee was found to have leased a portion of the 
street in front of the building, and the owner of the building 
sued to en.ioin the committee from leasing the street as 
interfering with his access to the building. The High Court 
held that where a street is vested in a municipal committee 
it has power only to the extent of exercising its rights over 
it in order to maintain it as a street. It cannot use the 
public street otherwise than as a street and it cannot 
interfere with the enjoyment of the ri^t of the way by tiie 
public by leasing portion of it to private individuals. (1923) 
Lah. 272. 
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It will be noticed that the decision was not based on the 
ground that the leasing of the street had caused obstruction 
to the plaintiff’s access to his building. The decision declar¬ 
ed illegal the general practice of municipalities of leasing 
roadside pairies from wiiich they derive considerable revenue. 
This practice had also its sanction in the Account Code 
which is a rule sanctioned by Government under S. 240. The 
.iudgment will also mean that no obstructions, temporary or 
otherwise, can be allowed on the streets. If the Act had 
only vested streets in committees and gave them no further 
powers the judgment would not have been open to any 
objection. Provisions of Ss. 170 and 172 and 173 authorize 
committees to permit encroachments while Government 
Notification No. 243 of 20th April 1886 (ExpL) expressly 
allows leasing of streets. 

It was not and could not be contended that the streets 
could be leased to the private injury of any individual. 

However, this ruling is no longer binding as the recent 
amendment of S. 188 has specifically allowed committees to 
charge renter fee for permission under S. 173. See clause 
(«) of S. 188. 

Use oF municipal streets for storing fuel. — A strong pre¬ 
sumption arises that the legislature did not intend by the 
general powers it gives to the municipality to discontinue or 
stop up public streets that they should use that power for a 
purpose which contravenes the intention shown by S. 122 
(a provision disallowing obstruction of public streets by 
permanent structures or movable structures) of Bombay 
Municipal Act. It rests upon any one who supports the 
action of the municipality to show that it has statutory 
authority to divert a portion of a public street for such a 
purpose. A municipality has no powder to ar.thorize the use 
of a part of a street for the purpose of keeping logs of wood 
for sale. Cf. 1926 Bom. 535, 50 Bom. 674, 07 I. C. 744. 

Lease of road aide plots—Termination of lease by a proper 
notice. —Applicant was allotted under a lease one of the 
plots given to stall-holders along the side of a public road in 
a municipality; the municipality later on passed a resolution 
that this roadside should not be leased in future to stall¬ 
holders and the present stall-holders should be told to quit. 
The executive officer of the municipality issued a notice under 
S. 173 to the lessees to moveout, treating the lessees as tres¬ 
passers making an encroachment on a public road; the 
petitioner waswnvLeted for failure to comply with the notice; 
Held, that it was the duty of the executive officer to give a 
proper notice terminating the tenancy and that the eonviQtion 
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was illegal. It was incumbent on ttie munieipality to issue 
a proper notice as required by the Transfer of Property Act. 
If such a notice was not complied with it was open to the 
municipality to treat the applicant as a ti^espasser and his 
possession of the roadside as an encroachment, and to 
issue a notice under S. 173. C/. 1928 All. 95, 26 All. L. J. 

328,107 I. C. 690. 

A lease granted under S. 173 for occupying a portion of 
a street can only be terminated according to law and it does 
not come to an end at the sweet will of the committee by 
passing a resolution. 

A municipal committee granted a lease of the immov¬ 
able property. The lease was from month to month. No 
notice as required by law was given, but the committee 
passed a resolution by which the lessee was to quit the land 
after seven days’ notice. On lessee’s failure to do so, he was 
convicted for breach of bye-law No. 5 (A) providing thaf 
lessee should vacate on expiry of lease: Held that the lease 
can only be terminated with fifteen days* notice. As no such 
notice w’as given, there was no breach and the conviction was 
illegal. Cf. 1929 Nag. 332. 

A person placing goods on a part of the street leased 
out for placing goods can not be punished under S. 173. 

The essence of an offence under S. 173 of the Punjab 
Municipal Act is the placing of goods on a street without 
the permission of the municipal committee, but the com¬ 
mittee having farmed out its rights to a third person, no 
offence under the section can be committed. P. R. 22 of 1919 
Cr., 51 I. C. 676. 

Customary right to obstruct the highway. —Such a custom 
was set up in answer to a prosecution under S. 103, Highway ; 
Act, 1835 (corresponding to S. 173 of the Punjab Act) but 
was not sustained. On the hearing at the Guildhall Police 
Court of a charge of obstructing the highw’ay by allowing 
a chair to remain on the footway, it was given in evidence 
that for at least fifty years it has been the custom for the 
residents of a street in Houndsditch to bring out chairs 
in the evening and sit on the pavement round’ their 
doors chatting with their neighbours. The custom was 
of course, no defence to the criminal charge of obstruct¬ 
ing a highway. The right which any of the King’s subjects 
has at common law’ is merely to use the highw’ay to pass 
along it: Dovaston \. Paytie, (119^) 2 Hy. Bl. 527. It is 
true that the tendency in modern cases is to enlarge this use, 
or as Esher, M. R., remarked in Harrison v. Rutland (1893) 

1 Q,. B. 1^2, at p. 146.'. “ Highways are no doubt t dedieated * 
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prima for the purpose of passage; but things are 
upon them by everybody which are recognised as being 
rCghtly done, and as constituting a reasonable and usual 
mode of using a highway as such.” 

Still this could hardly be held to cover the use of a high* 
way as a platform for chairs and a custom could not be 
admitted to justify the wilful obstruction of a highway 
contrary to S. 103 of the Highway Act, 1835, which makes 
such obstruction an offence punishable summarily with a fine 
Of 40j. over and above the damage occasioned. 

The public has a right to the free use of any portion of 
the highway and an encroachment made by an adjacent land> 
owner on the space occupied by the highway cannot be 
legalized by possession for any length of time. Occupation 
for any length of time or obstruction cannot prejudice free 
use by the public for the purpose of passage for which the 
highway is meant. 1931 Bom. 326. 

Diqposiu of articles on roads. — The depositing by any 
person of any article on the street except with the license of 
the municipality is an obstruction. The public are entitled 
to the whole width of the road unimpeded by any article 
deposited therein and any obstruction, however small, is 
punishable in law. ll Mad. 343. 

A balcony eleven feet above the level of the street is not 
an encroachment within S. J 73: 44 I. C. 744. S. 173 makes 
an encroachment punishable without a notice of a removal 
being issued to the offender but a daily fine cannot be impos. 
under that section. 

No offence is committed by placing goods on a street 
farmed out by the committee to a third person. S. 173 is 
not applicable to a part of the street leased out to a person 
fbr the express purpose of his renting portions of it to shop¬ 
keepers for placing goods. 22 P. R. 1919 Cr. 

A person was convicted of obstruction to public highway 
by placing building materials under Calcutta Police Act. The 
accused had a license for placing materials from the munici¬ 
pal corporation but had not carried out the conditions of the 
license. It was contended on his behalf that he could not 
be held liable under the Police Act. The conviction was main¬ 
tained and it was held that the offence committed under the 
Police Act was also committed. The question whether the 
Police Act repealed the similar provisions in the Municipal 
Act was not decided. 

Movable aneroaditaaat.— Where a takhtposh is placed 
on a.drain in front of a person’s shop the superstructure on 
the takhtposh is a movsmle encroachment over the drain 
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is therefore an'eneroaohtfient which the manieipal committee 
is entitled under S. 173 (2) to have summarily removed. 33, 
I. a 627,1926 Lah. 327. 

Macing of worflj.—Placing of moraj by a shop-keeper in 
frkmt of his shop on a public street amounts to an oteiruction 
within the meaning of S. 164 of Act, XX of 1S91. The woro^ 
obstruct the road even though it may at the spot be broad 
enough to allow vehicles to pass even with moras set there. 
The public is entitled to the whole breadth of the street to 
the last inch. P. R. No. 45 of 1905 Cr. 

Injunction restraining criminal proceedings, — Under S. 56 
sub-section (c) of Specifie Relief Act a civil court has 
no jurisdiction to stay by means of a permanent injunc- 
tion proceedings in any criminal matter and it is 
settled law that where the legislature has indicated a 
mode of procedure before a magistrate, a civil court 
will not interfere except in very special circumstances 
by way of injunction or declaration of right. Where the 
commissioners for the Port of Calcutta prosecuted a man 
for obstructing a river bank by constructing a jute mill the 
accused brought a suit for injunction in a civil court; Held, 
that the commissioners for the Port of Calcutta cannot be 
restrained by injunction by a civil court from proceeding 
with a certain criminal prosecution instituted by them against 
certain persons under S. 84 of the Calcutta Port Act for 
contravention by said persons of the provisions of &. 83 of 
the Act, (failing to remove encroachment on the high water 
of the river). Cf. 1928 Cal. 464; 55 Cal. 978. 

Public nuisance. —The act of a person in depositing such 
articles on the public road also amounts to the eommission 
of a public nuisance and is punishable under S. 290, I, P. O. 
1 Wier 232; 7 Mad. L. J. 95. 

Encroachment on a public road, however small, consti¬ 
tutes a public nuisance. 6 Lah. 203. 

If a man puts a bench on the pavement in front of his 
shop in a municipal street without the permission of the 
municipality obstruction of the public road must be presuro* 
ed. 1928 All. 60, 109 I. C. 809. 

Proof of actual obstruction. — Where a person is accused of 
placing the articles enumerated it is not necessary to prove 
that actual obstruction was caused. The legislature has 
assumed that the aets contemplated constitute obstruction Of 
streets. Cf, 58 I. C. 944. 

Where a prabha left lying in a public road could not 
fail to cause obstruction to any peraon who had oeeasion to 
pass along that road: 
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Heldi ih&t though obstruetion to individual was not 
expre^ly proved, it was a matter of necessary inference. 38 
Mad. 305, 291. G. 832. 

. Playifv of muMc.—Under a somewhat analogous provision 
of the City of Madras Municipal Act it was held that playing 
of music in a private place and thereby collecting crowds of 
people in the street amounts to causing obstruction of the 
street: 14 Mad. 223. Under the existing law in the Punjab 
this will not be an offence under S. 173. It would have been 
an offence under S. 164 of the old Act of 1891. 

.. The taking out of a procession accompanied with music 
whether as a part of religious worship or not, is within the 
civil rights of a community but not an exclusive use of the 
highway for worship. 

Worshippers in a mosque or temple which abut on a 
highway have no right to compel the processionists to stop 
(heir music completely while passing a mosque or temple on 
the ground (hat there was continuous worship inside it. Even 
if music, whether religious or not, offends against the 
reli^ous sentiments of another community, it cannot be 
objected to on that ground. The stopping of the music 
would offend the religious sentiments of the processionists 
just as much as its continuance may offend the relij^ous 
sentiment of the other. There can therefore be no right to 
insist on its complete stoppage. 

No right can be claimed to block a public thoroughfare 
completely so as to prevent other persons from exercising 
their right of way. The police authorities are responsible 
for a proper regulation of traffic and can issue necessary 
orders for that purpose. Ma^strates are competent to issue 
dir^tions to prevent obstructions of public thoroughfares. 

The cMl courts have no concern with the power of a 
ma^strate to issue whatever orders he considers necessary, 
even if it restricte the ordinary right of using a public 
thoroughfare, when he apprehends a danger or in ur^nt 
eases of nuisance under S. 144 and other sections of Criminal 
Procedure Code. No civil suit lies in a civil court to 
question the propriety of any such order. The right of way 
over a public road must alw^ays be subject to such orders of 
the magistrate. 53 All. 484; 1931 All. 341. 

Lawful war of highways. —Elvery person who uses a high¬ 
way for a legitimate purpose, that is to say, for the purpose 
of walking along or alone or even as a member of a proces¬ 
sion whidi is allowed by law and which is inoffensive to the 
community, is entitled to go along that highway without any 
impediment; and that man who obstructs him in the use 
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which law ^ves of that highway, may be liable to have a 
civil suit brought against him. 

Right to carry processions.— A highway is primarily in¬ 
tended for the use of individuals passing and repassing along 
it in pursuit of their ordinary avocations; but in India high¬ 
ways have, from time immemorial, been used for passing and 
repassing of processions as well as of individuals, and there 
is nothing illegal in a procession or assembly engaging in 
worship while passing along a highway. 26 Mad. 554. 

This right to carry religious processions is a right in¬ 
herent in every person provided such a person does not there¬ 
by invade the t^hts of property en,ioyed by others or does 
not interfere with the orainary use of streets by the public 
and provided further that the right is exercised sub.ieet to 
such directions and prohibitions as may be issued by the 
magistrate to prevent obstruction to the thoroughfare or 
breach of the public peace. 2 Mad. 140; 6 Mad. 203; 26 Mad. 

376; 30 Mad. 185; 32 Mad. 478; 34 Bom. 571; 1931 All. 341; 

1925 P. C. 26. See also 1933 Lah. 344. 

There is a right in British India to conduct a religious 
procession with its appropriate observances along a highway. 

No restrictions can be put on the right except that it should 
be exercised sub.iect to the orders of the magistrate and of 
the Police authorities and of public rights. 53 All. 836; 1931 
All. 674. 

Sewers and drains. —Sewers and drains, etc., mentioned 
in clause (a) refer to public sewers and drains and water¬ 
courses. The action of private proprietors Avith drains on 
their private property is not intended to be rendered illegal, 

2 1. C.40S;6A11. L.'J. 544. 

Necessity of notice.— Although a municipality may as a 
matter of courtesy send a notice to a person alleged to have 
placed an encroachment to remove it, such notice is not 
authorized by S. 173 and if a person fails to comply with it 
he cannot be convicted under S, 219. Cf. 66 I. C. 8l7; 1923 
Bom. 30 (1), 

174. (1) Should any house, shop, wall or other building or power ti 
part of a building project beyond the regular line of a street, regulate lii 
either existing or determined on for the future, or beyond the 
front of the building on either side thereof, the committee may, 
whenever such house, shop, wall or other building or part tiimre- 
of, has been either entirely or in greater part taken down or 
burned down, or has fallen down, by notice require such boOding 
or part when being re-built to be set back to or towards die said 
rqgidar. line or the front el the adjoining bufldingt; and the 
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pmrtion of the laocl added to the street by aoch settbig bade- 
or renraral diall become part of the street and shall vest in the 
committee; 

Provided that the committee shall make foil compensation 
to the owner erf the bnildinsr^ or of the land thus vacated for 
miy damage it may sustain in consequence of the buildiny or 
My part thereof beiag set back tor anp.daaaaigedmwisaaMMStain 
MMamo q ns ni i n ii M i C ihis>ibisildMSg ss an pMp as t i iit haaae<»4mli>B»we»» 


(2) The committee may, on such terms as it may think 
fit, allow any building to be set forward for the improvement 
<rf the line of the street. 

Notes. 

S. 91 of the old Act. 


Recent changes.— By S. 65 of the Amendment Act, III of 
1933, sab-section (1) has been substituted for the old section 
with the result that for « Knilrlirao 

“ house, shop, wall, or 
This amendment seems 
“building ” included all 

Analogous Law .— 

5. 206, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 217, 218 & 219, Bengal Mnni- 
pal Act, XV of 1932. 

6. 173 & 174, Behar and Orissa 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 118, 119 & 120, Bombay 
Municipal Boroughs Act, 1925. 

Ss. 91-A, 92 & 93, Bombay 

District Municipal Act, III of 
1901. 

Ss. 297, 299 <& 301, Bombay City 
Municipal Act, HI of 1888. 

S. 91, Burma Municipal Act, 
ra of 1898. 


the word “ building ** the words 
other building ” have been added, 
to be unnecessary as the word 
these things. 


Ss. 304-5, Calcutta City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, m of 1923. 

S. 92, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 208-11, Madrais City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1919. 

Ss. 166, 168-169, Madrais District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 171-3, Rangoon City Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 222, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
J916. 

English Law :— 

S. 155, Public Health Act, 1875. 


Comments. —Powers under this section are only discre¬ 
tionary with the result that a very useful provision is seldom 
if ever availed of by the committees. The provision has exist¬ 
ed for about sixty years in the various Municipal Acts in force 
in the Pun.iab, and if this very salutary powers under this 
section had been used more frequently, the committees could 
have effected great important improvements in streets. The 
powers should have been made compulsory if required by 
Government. 


Regirfwr lina.-— The regular line of the street is the line 
of file tmUdiiigs forming the street, and not a line indi<w« wg 
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that part of the street which is dedicated to the public as 
a hignway. The line to be fixed need not be a strict 
matltomatical line, but a substantially regular line, t. 
such a line as shall preserve uniformity of t appearance; and 
where the line is once fixed, it is not open to a municipality, 
unless expressly empowered by statute, to prescribe a 
different line setting back the line formerly prescribed. 

Tf^onlffa^partieu l ^l^ in deyiata pn 


Ul, 


_ing line is not in any way 

B^rwell, 



Ic 


given, 13ie nld general 
As observed by 

Tjl jr, in Xo«2^o« V. Metropolitan Ry^ 

(1909) 2 K. B. 317 “ It would be an extraordinary result if 
a public body, entrusted with the duty of preserving not 
mere architectural uniformity but sufficient areas of light 
and air for the general health and well being, should, by 
consenting to the erection of projections of one storey and 
no more in front of the line of buildings, be held to have 
thereby consented to the alteration of the line of buildings, 
so as to authorize the erection of seven or eight storey 
buildings.” Each consent is an exception and assumes that 
the building line remains; and by consenting very often, it 
does not deprive itself of the right of refusing in future. 
Approval of plans showing projections beyond the building 
line would be consent and if, after the approval of the plans, 
a local authority interferes for setting back the premises, 
it can be restrained from so interfering. It is accordingly 
necessary that the line should be prescribed before the re¬ 
building commences. Aiyangar's “ liaw of Corporations,” 
pp. 507-10. 


Prescription of the regular line .—See Lumley’s “ Public 
Health Acts,” lOih Edition, pp. 313-6. 

Frpnt main wall of house on either side. —A house at 
the corner of two streets may be in both streets for the 
purposes of this enactment: Gilbert v. Wandsworth District 
Board of Works, (1888) 53 J.P. 229; 60 L. T. 149; jrr also 
London C. C. v. Lawrence, (1893) 2 Q. B. 228; 57 J. P. 617. 
The respondent began to erect the iront main wail of a new’ 
house in a street. At that time B had raised the front 
main wall of a new house, which he was erecting on the 
same side of the street to the height of five inches above the 
ground. It did not appear to what extent the other walls 
of B’s house had been built or that they were connected with 
the front main wall. There was a distance of about 300 or 400 
feet between the tw’o houses, and there was no other house 
between them. The front main wall of the respondent’s honse 
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was six feet nearer the roadway than that of B’s house. It 
was Aeld that the respondent had not committed an offence 
against this enactment: Ravensthorps L. B. v. Hinchcliffe^ 
(18S9) 24 Q. B. D, 168; 54 J. P. 421. The grounds of this 
decision were: (1) that there was not, when the respondent 
began to build, any front main wall of a house or building on 
B’s land; and (2) that the words “ house on either side 
thereof ” mean “ house within some near distance, within 
some degree of proximity, and not one standing some 
considerable distance away.** 

In considering what is the front main wall of a house 
or building for the purposes of this section, and whether 
such house or building is on either side of, or in the same 
street as, a house f>r building in course of erection, all the 
circumstances of the ease must be taken into consideration. 
The building must be looked at as a whole: its character, its 
position, its distance from the house or building which is 
being erected or brought forward in alleged contravention 
of the section must be considered; a particular wing or other 
projection must not be selected, the front of which is to be 
treated as the front main wall which is to give the governing 
line; nor are two buildings necessarily in the same street 
because one faces the same road or street, or a continuation 
of the same road or street, as the other. Att.-Gen. v. Edwards, 
(1891) 1 Ch.l94. 

As the section prohibits a house or building being 
brought forward beyond the front main wall of the house 
or building “ on either side thereof/* this includes a case 
where there are buildings only on one side of the proposed 
new house or building: Leyton L. B. v. Causton^ (1893) 57 
J. P. 1.35. The occupier of a corner house put up a shop 
front (in front of his own main wall) which projected 
beyond the front main wall of the house on one side of it, 
but did not project beyond the front main wall of the house 
on the other side, which was separated from the corner 
house in question by a cross street. It was held that the 
provision of this section had been contravened, Anderson v 
Richards, (1906) 70 J. P. 231; 4 L. G. R. 404. 

Sc<Hpe of the section.— Jhe section has been held to 
apply only to a case where the land on which the building 
s^ds is not part of the street and dioes not vest in 
mumeipallty. Hence a construction such &s & ch ajja or 
IfEara projecting over the street cannot be removed under 
this section, Cf. 3 I. C. 516 at p. 518. 

In a Punjab case, however, where the plaintiff wished 
to re-erect a chajja projecting into the street in place of one 
that Jie had pulled-down,, committee *8 refusal to-allow the 
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re-ereetion was held to fall within the powers conferred 
under this section or S. 175. P. R. 9J of 1893. 

Alteration o| the line of the street.— The regular line 
once determined cannot be altered; 25 Bom. 107. The 
section on which this ruling was based has since been amend¬ 
ed. See now 36 Bom. 405. (1) The power to prescribe a 

regular line can be exercised from time to time. 

(.)n an application under the Botiibay District Municipal 
Act, III of 1901, for permission to rebuild a house, the permit 
was granted subject to the condition of keeping an open 
space so as to leave a width of road considerably more than 
the width of the public road at that locality for the improve¬ 
ment of the said public road. No regular line had been 
determined either for the existing street or for the future as 
contemplated in S. 92 of the Act (corresponding to S. 174 
of the Punjab Act): 

Held that under the circumstances a set back could not 
be obtained under S. 92 and that the owner of the house was 
entitled to injunction restraining the municipality from pull¬ 
ing down the house built in contravention of the condition 
laid down by it. 38 Bom. 597; 25 I. C. 411. 

Extent of damage and principles of assessing tiiem. — Under 
an analogous provision of the Bombay Municipal Acts of 1873 
and 1878, the municipal commissioners required the trustees 
of a mosque abutting the public streets (.ui three sides to set 
back the building on the said three sides for the purpose of 
improving the public streets. Tt was contended that the 
amount of compensation to be paid to the trustees was to be 
measured by the loss of rent which they would have received 
for certain rooms which they had proposed to build on land 
in question: 

Held that the words of S. 163 of Municipal Acts III of 
of 1872 and IV of 1878 (corresponding to S. 174 of the 
Punjab Act) were intended to ensure compensation to the 
owner for every sort of damage and not to restrict it to com¬ 
pensation for such damages as he might by his own arrange¬ 
ment reduce it to. Compensation becomes due under the 
section as soon as the corporation takes possession, which 
is when the owner begins to build, and there being no 
words in the section to show a contrary intention, the 
compensation must be assessed according to the state of 
things then existing, and not upon the basis of what the 
owner may have it in his power to do towards diminishing 
tile damage which would otherwise result to him* 

The land so taken cannot be treated as fronta^ land, 
The fact that the owner will retain its frontage has to be 
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taken into consideration for assessing the compensation. The 
effect of its being so taken into consideration is to exclude 
any claim for damage arising from depreciation in the^ value 
of the rest of the owner’s land, which, under ordinary circum¬ 
stances, would result if the set back had become the property 
of the corporation subject to no condition as to the use of it. 

The damage consists in the loss of a strip of land form¬ 
ing part of land having a frontage value, a proportionate 
part of which must, according to the ordinary mode of 
valuation, be appropriated to the strip in question. 14 Bom. 
292. 

Compensation for compulsory acquisition.— The j 5 per cent 
allowed in land acquisition eases, cannot be allowed under 
this section. 14 Bom. 292; 18 Bom. 184. 

Shall vest. —See Notes under S. 56. The soil of the land 
added to the street will also belong to the municipality in 
such a case. 

Time for payment of compensation. — Payment of compen¬ 
sation is not a condition precedent to the exercise of its 
powers by the committee under this section. R. 24 of J890 
. Or.; P. R. 90 of 1898. 

The extent of the destruction or pulling down necessary. - 

Under a corresponding S. 155 of the Pai)Hc Health Act, 1875 
it has been held that in order that the power given under the 
section to prescribe the line of frontage may arise, there 
must be a substantial taking down of the house or building 
or the front thereof. Where the defendant, with the view of 
converting two low-pitchcd floors into one lofty room, remov¬ 
ed the front wall of the ground and first floor leaving the 
basement untouched and supporting the top (second) floor 
in the state in which it was (and which was intend<‘d to lease 
as it was) by means of supjxirts placed beneath: Held that 
power to prescribe the line of frontage had not arisen. Att.~ 
Oen. V. Halchf 62 L. J. Ch. S57. Where the building line is 
prescribed after the building has been partially erected on the 
old site, it is too late for the urban authority to interfere. 
Ibid. 


A portion of a building was within alignment area about 
two and a half feet at one side and six feet at the other end. 
The external masonry wall was demolished and pillars and 
door frames and doors were erected. Parts of the floor and 
parts of the side wall came within alignment area on the 
street side. The flooring and side wall within alignment area 
were renewed; 
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Held, that the owner of the house took down a material 
portion of the projecting part of his building projecting 
beyond the regular line of the street as determined on for the 
future within the meaning of S, 174. Cf. 1930 Sindh 20; 120 
I. C. 85. 

Terms for bringing forward.— When a building behind the 
regular line is ordered to be brought forward the land under 
the projected building becomes the property of the owner of 
the imilding and unless any terms are agreed he cannot be 
made to pay the price of the land included in the building. 
43 Bom. 181; 4S I. C.404. 

Time for action.— Ihe committee may take action under 
tl^ section before any building plans have been tiled with 
IKe eommittee for the erection of the building fallen down 
w taken down. If no such action is taken before, the coin- 
mTltee may take such action at the tim.<^ of sanctioning, the 
buildirig or at any time before the building is begun to be 

Motive for action under the Act. —There is nothing in the 
City of Bombay Municipal Act which prescribes the frame of 
mind in which the municipal commissioner is to exercise the 
powers given by S. 197 of the Act, or which restricts the 
objects for which he is to exercise them to the mere regula¬ 
tion of th(i street in (jiiestion or to the creation or preser¬ 
vation of a regular line in it. “ Preservation of Regular 
Line in Public Streets,” the heading to the group of sections 
beginning with S. 297, does not limit the exercise of the 
power given by the express words of the Act. 

For the purpose of building a bridge in order to carry a 
street over a railway line the municipal commissioner wish¬ 
ed to acquire additional land on a side of the street, and so 
he first prescribed a regular line of the street, under S. 297 
of the City of Bombay Municipal Act and then under S. 299 
acquired a part of the appellant’s land which fell within the 
line: 

Held, that the exercise of the powers was within the 
terms of the Act and that the appellant was entitled to com- 
})ensation for the land acquired under S. 301 of the Act and 
not under the Land Acquisition Act. Cf. 48 I. C. 63. 


174-A. Notwithstanding any thing contained in sections Special 
172, 173, or 174, or in clause («) of section 188, and wibject 
to any general or special order that the local Government may streets 

make in this behalf if any street, being the pnmerty of the local to 

^ ' » V r . If Goverpment, 
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C^ovwnmeat and not having bean traneferred by it, vent* in 
local Government •— 

(a) the comnaittee shall not, in respect of such street, 

grant permission to do any act the doing of which 
without the written permission of the committee is 
punishable under section 172 or section 173 or allow 
any building to be set forward under the provisions 
of sub-section (2) of section 174, except with the 
sanction of the local Government which may be 
given in respect of a class of cases gtmersdly or in 
respect of a particular case; 

(b) the committee shall, if so required by the local 

Government, exercise the power conferred upon It 
by sub'Section (2) of section 172 or sub-section 
(2) of section 173 or subsection (1) of section 
174 or clause (u) of section 188 or any bye¬ 
law made in excircise of the power conferred by 
clause (u) of section 188 in respect of any encroach- 
ment or overhimging structure on or over such streets, 
or any materials, goods or articles of merchandise 
deposited on such street, or any fence, post, stall or 
scaffolding erected or set up in respect of any build¬ 
ing or part of a building which projects bejrond the 
regular line of such street. 

Notes. 

This is a section newly introduced by S. 66 of the 
Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933. 

Before the introduction of this section the Government 
found itself unable to control movable or immovable 
encroachments permitted by committees. Even in cases 
where such encroachments were made without permission 
of the committee Government found itself unable to remove 
such encroachments if the committee refused to take action 
under S. 172 or 173. As the law existed before there was 
nothing to prevent committees to permit encroachments as 
contemplated under S, 172 or l73; Government could only 
take action by suit. There was a sort of dual control regard¬ 
ing streets which vested in Government and the powers of 
committees over streets "whether vested in them or reserved 
by Government under S. 56 was absolute; Government want¬ 
ed that in sanctioning encroachment on streets vested in them 
the committees or owners should ask Iheir permis^on and 
though the committees respected the rights of Government 
^ sanction was sometimes granted in ignorance of the 
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rights of Government. Again the committees had ab^lute 
right of composition and the encroachment erected without 
sanction conln be condoned. To avoid these difficulties 
this section has been introduced. 

The committees cannot now sanction encroachments 
contemplated under Ss. 172-174 or S. 1S8 («). Any sanction 
granted without previous permission will not be binding on 
Government and the committee shall have to arrange for its 
removal if so required by Government. 

ClauM (m) of S. 188. —This clause empowers committees 
by bye-laws to regulate the conditions on which and the 
periods for which permission under S. 172 (1) and 173 (1) 
may be granted. 

175. The committee may, subject to the payoaent of 
reasonable compensation, by notice, require the owner or 
occupier of any bmlding within a period of not less than six 
weeks, to be specified in such notice^ to remove or alter any 
balcony, projection, structure or verandah, erected with the 
sanction of the committee, ov^hanging, projecting into or 
encroaching on any street or into or on any drain, sewer or 
aqueduct therein. 

Notes. 

S. 9J (,')) of the old Act. 

Recent changes. —This section has been substituted by S. 
67 of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933. The present 
section diff(;rs from the old section in the addition of words 
in italics and the omission of the words, “ In cases to which 
the provision of section 173 do not apply.” 

The result is that this section only applies to encroach¬ 
ments sanctioned under S. 172. They can be removed after 
sanction. It was so held even before the present amendment 
encroachments sanctioned under this section can be removed 
on payment ofcompensation, vide P. R. 104 of 1916. Encroach¬ 
ments built without sanction can only be dealt with under S. 
172 (2). If the encroachment has not been removed within 
three years even though made or erected or re-erected without 
permission, compensation will have to be paid. The result is 
that encroachments made with the sanction of the committee 
and encroachments made without permission but three years 
old can only be removed on payment of compensation. 

The power of municipal committees to deal with en. 
eroachments made or erected or re-erected without perrais- 
ij^on luw been curtailed. 
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[Sec. 175. 

Analogous Law. — City Municipal Act, III of 

S. 233, Bengal District Munici- 1888. 

pal Act, 1884. S, 299 (3), Calcutta City Muni- 

Ss. 235 & 241, Bengal Municipal i cipal Act, III of 1923. 

Act, XV of 1932. ^ j S. 222 (2), Madras City Muni- 

S 200, Behar and Orissa Muni- cipal Act, 1919. 

cipal Act, 1922. S. 182 (2), Madras District 

S. 143 (3;, Bombay Municipal Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Boroughs Act, 1925, S. 164, Rangoon City Municipal 

S. 113 (3), Bombay District Act, 1922. 

Municipal Act, III of 1901. i S. 211 (proviso), U. P. Munici- 
Ss. 308 (2), 309 & 315, Bombay | palities Act, 1916. 

Tendor of compensation. —In 4 Lah. 158 (1924 Lah, 89) 
it is laid down that tender of compensation must accompany 
the notice under S. 175. 

The committee must make a tender of reasonable com¬ 
pensation to the person to whom notice under S. 175 to 
demolish liis building on the ground of encroachment is given 
before he can be called upon to demolish the structure. It 
is immaterial w^hether the question is raised in criminal or 
civil suit. 1929 Lah. 763; 121 1.0.424. 

See also 35 All. 375 where it has been held that it is 
not necessary for the committee to mention in the notice the 
amount of compensation or its willingness to pay the same 
and a settlement of the question of compensation was not 
a condition precedent to the giving of notice. 

In a Madras ease on the corresponding provision of the 
Act it was held that the provision gives a right of 
compensation to the party aggrieved where the making of 
the projection did not contravene any provision of the law. 
The remedy of the aggrieved party where the projection has 
been unlawfully removed by the council is by a suit for 
compensation and not by a suit for injunction. 4 I. C. 828. 

In the c.orresponding provisions of the old Act, vide S. 
92 (5), or on cases of similar provisions it was held that 
payment of compensation was not a condition precedent. 24 
P. R. 1890 Cr.; P. R. 90 of 1898. 

The section now makes it clear that the payment of 
compensation is a condition precedent for action under 
S. 175. 

The court which should decide the question of compensa¬ 
tion and its quantity.— In case of dispute, the matter will have 
to be decided under Land Acquisition Act. Cf. 36 1. C. 912. 

Suit for declaration.— A suit for declaration that the en¬ 
croachment is more than three years old or was ^uijt with 
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Sec. 

sanction will lie when the committee denies that the encroach¬ 
ment is either not three years old or was not erected with 
permission of the committee, but such a suit cannot contain 
a further prayer that the court should iix the amount of com¬ 
pensation. The court is precluded to grant such a relief by 
S. 224. Cf. 36 I. C. 912 P. C. 

Presumption as regards old encroachments. —Where a 
pial is found to be existing beyond living memory for forty 
or fifty years at least, it is prima facie sufficient proof that 
the pial is private property and burden lies on the munici¬ 
pality to show that it stood on land that was not private pro¬ 
perty. 8 Mad. 64. 

Where the land under a thatch and on which certain 
adahs (uprights) had been constructed by a trader in bam¬ 
boos, was alleged to be part of the public street but it was 
found that the adahs and chappar were old and the accused 
had been in exclusive possession for many years; 

Held that the onus was on the municipal committee to 
show that the public had a right of way over the land and 
that it was part of a public street. P. K. No. 11 of 1904 Cr. 

Law of Limitation and powers under this section. — There 
are conflicting rulings as regards the powers of the com¬ 
mittees to require removal of encroachments in existence over 
thirty years. In this section or in the corresponding sections 
in the municipalities Acts of other provinces there are no 
restrictions as regards the powers of the committees over 
encroachments of whatever standing. In some of the 
Madras eases, how’ever, where the encroachment has exis¬ 
ted for over thirty years and whole of the cubic space of the 
street has been eftectually occupied, it has been held that 
the space ceases to be a part of the street and hence the 
committee cannot require the removal. 

In the case reported in 38 Mad. 456, 20 I. C. 956, the 
committee issued a notice under S. 168 of the Madras Dis¬ 
trict Municipalities Act, IV of I 584 . S. 168 corresponds to 
S. 175 of the Punjab Act. In this case it was held that as 
the whole cubic space had been effectually occupied and 
acquired by adverse possession the whole of the space ceases 
to be a street and the committee has no power to remove the 
encroachment; this result, hoveever, was not arrived at with¬ 
out some hesitation. The case reported in 17 1. O. 158, 38 
Mad. 6 was distinguished on the ground that the encroacli- 
ment could not relate to the whole of the cubic space. It was 
held that the capacity of a person in hostile occupation to 
acquire rights which w'ould affect the public was not affected 
though the committee could not by any act of their own give. 
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up the rights of the public. C/. 49 I. O. 93 which, however, 
is under the social provisions of Calcutta City Act. 

The view propounded in 38 Mad. 456 and 20 I. C. 956 
was doubted in 47 Mad. 716; 1925 Mad. 64; 81 I. C. 894. 

The fact that the encroachment which is objected to has 
been in existence for twelve years or more, does not debar 
the committee to take action under Ss. 172 and 175; 38 
38 Bom. 15; 21 I. C. 313. Where a verandah has been stand¬ 
ing on a part of a public street for over thirty years, the 
site becomes the property of the person to whom the veran¬ 
dah belongs by operation of S. 28 and Article 146-A of the 
first schedule to the Limitation Act. In such a case the 
municipality have no power to issue a notice under S. 122 
(correapomiing to S. 175 of the Punjab Act) of the Bombay 
District Municipal Act for removal of the verandah; 58 1. 
C. 326, When an encroachment over a drain did not inter¬ 
fere with the use of the drain as a drain, no adverse posses¬ 
sion could be claimed. 55 I. C. 493. 

Removal of obstructions. —Under the Municipal Act the 
municipality has power to have all obstructions in a street 
removed w’hether the obstructions w-ere placed there lawfully 
or not. The Act makes a distinction between movable 
obstructions and immovable obstructions. The former, be¬ 
sides being punishable can be summarily removed under S. 
373 (2). The latter can l)e removed after giving notice to 
the owner or occupier. No compensation is claimable with 
respect to removal of immovable obstructions erected with¬ 
out permission. In case of obstructions erected with permis¬ 
sion Of otherwise lawfully in existence for more than three 
years the power of removal is subject to the payment of 
compensation. 

Where a projection does not overliang a street but over¬ 
hangs a private street or property the municipal committee 
has ho jurisdiction to pass an order for its demolition and 
if an order is passed it may be called into question in a 
civil court. 3 926 All. 234; 85 I. C. 761. 

The object of the section is not to empower the munici¬ 
pality to compulsorily acquire the private property but its 
scope is limited to authorising the municipal bodies in the 
public interest to cause obstructions and encroachments to be 
removed. 47 Mad. 710; l925 Mad. 68; 81 I. C. 924. 

Power of removal of projections, jurisdiction of civil courts. 
—A civil court is not eom])etent to discuss the advisability of 
a municipal board’s action and has no power to interfere with 
it if it is shown that the board acted within its powers. The 
powers of tb^ municipal committee as to the removal are imt 
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limited to projections or structures as have been unlawfully 
made without the written permission of the committee. 

The municipal committee have full authority under this 
section to issue notice ordering the removal of any projection 
or structure made with the previous sanction of the com¬ 
mittee, but in such a ease the committee is bound to make 
reasonable compensation for any damage caused by the 
removal. C/. 3 I. O. 516. 

The power of removal without compensation of projec¬ 
tions is limited to eases of altogether new structures and does 
not extend to structures taking exactly the place of pre-exist¬ 
ing structures. 6 I. C. 431. 

Where a committee has sanctioned the erection of a 
verandah on a site which is municipal property, it can require 
its demolition under S. 175 on payment of compensation. 
Distinction between old S. 95 and new pointed out. 104 P. 

R. 1916, 36 I. C. 599. 

The condition precedent for action under S. 175 is 
that the site under the encroachment should be proved to 
be a part of the street. Where a latrine had existed for 55 
years in a street close to a house and it was not shown that 
the site was part of the street and where the committee had 
treated it as a part of a private property no action can be 
taken under S. 175. 44 1. C. 46. 

S. 175 gives ample power to a municipality to give 
notice requiring the removal of a balcony overhanging a 
public road. It is not necessary that the committee should 
give reasons for the notice and should tender compensation 
along with the notice to the person who may be damaged by 
the removal of the balcony. 20 T. 0. 405. 

A sunshade over-hanging a drain is a projection and can 
be ordered to be removed under this section without proof that 
it interferes with the repairing or proper management of 
the drain. 30 I. C. 683. 

A structure or pro.iection erected without permission 
at a time when the Municipal Act then in force required 
permission for such a structure or projection w’ould fall under 

S. 172(2) and could be ordered to be removed without 
payment of any compensation if not more than three years old. 

Under the Municipal Act, a municipalty has pow’er to 
have all obstructions in a street removed whether the obstruc¬ 
tions were placed there lawfully or not, the only distinction 
whidb the Act drawls is between obstructions erected without 



tSec. 17^. 

permission and those which are lawfully in existence. The 
latter class of obstructions can be removed subject to the 
payment of compensation. Cf, 19 Bom. 212. 

The power of the municipality in ordering the removal 
of encro^hment is not affected by the fact that the person 
served with the notice has acquired a prescriptive right to 
the encroachment by adverse possession. Thus the construc¬ 
tion of a pial over a drain by a house-owner is a user by him 
adverse to the municipality and tw'elve years’ adverse enjoy¬ 
ment (before 1900) extinguishes the right of the municipality 
to the space occupied by the pial, and 60 years’ adverse enjoy¬ 
ment extinguishes the right of the Government; but the 
municipality has under this section the statutory right 
to demolish the pial as “ an encroachment,” notwithstanding 
the existence of a prescriptive title as against it and the courts 
have no jurisdiction to restrain the demolition by an injunc¬ 
tion. 23 Mad. L. J. 479; 17 I. C. 158. See, how’cver, Notes 
under head “ Limitation,” 

Recourse to courts for removal of encroachments on roads. 

—Sections 172 to 175 lay down a scheme relating to the 
removal of projections which show how little a householder 
can by recourse to the civil court resist the removal of even 
an old platform projecting over public drain if municipal com¬ 
missioners decided upon such removal and proceeded in accor¬ 
dance with S. 175 or 172 (2). Permanent injunction against 
the removal is so much opposed to the scheme that e\ en tem¬ 
porary injunction cannot be granted especially where the 
obstruction has already been removed on the ground that 
under the Act, the householder would otherwise be deprived 
of the right to it although he may succeed in establishing his 
claim. Cf. 1929 Pat. 613; 120 I. C. 30. 

Power with regard to projections, etc., constructed with 
permission.— As Ss. 172 and 175 stand at presenl, the 
power seems to extend equally to projections, etc., erected 
with the written permission of the committee. Howe\ er, in a 
case arising under Act XIII of 1884 it was held otherwise. 
In that case the accused, with the permission of the munici¬ 
pal committee, accorded since the passing of the Municipal Act, 
1884, built certain steps in front of his house. After the 
permission had been pven, the Deputy Commissioner dis¬ 
covered that the committee was not competent, without the 
sanction of the commissioner, to grant permission to build 
anything encroaching upon public land. Consequently the 
permission given was considered unlawful by the committee, 
and they desired in supersession of their previous order to 
revoke that pennission, and accordingly issu^ notice to accus- 
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ed to remove the steps with a tender of compensation. On his 
failure to comply with the notice he was prosecuted but was 
acquitted by the Chief Court which held that the prosecution 
could not lie. Assuming that the structure was of the kind 
described in S. 89 [=Ss. 172 and 175 of Act III of 1911] of 
the Act, it was built with the permission in writing of the 
committee and was therefore expressly excluded from provi¬ 
sions of S. 89, clause (1), and was a lawful structure. Clause 
(2) of the section cannot be construed as relating to struc¬ 
tures lawfully erected under clause (1) so as to entitle the 
committee by a summary notice to require their removal or 
alteration. And the proviso to clause (2) is clearly inapplic¬ 
able to a structure erected since the passing of the Act. 
6 P. R. 1891 Cr. 

Power to prevent re-erection of projections.— It has been 
held that the right of a person to rebuild a chajja pulled 
down is not indefeasible, but must come to an end as soon 
as the committee chooses to exercise their powers under 
Ss. 174 or 172 and 175—a matter entirely within their 
discretion and in which they are not liable to be controlled 
by civil courts; P. R. 90 of 18!)8; 3 I, C. 516. Under the 
existing amended prox isiun so far as ox er-hanging structures 
arc coneerije/l re-orectioo riHjuij'cs written permission though 
under the old law comf)eimtion could be claimed under S. 
175 if the committee refused re-erection, 

Juri$diction of civil courts to control the poxx'ers of 
committees. See P. K. 90 of 1898. 

Power to revoke sanction before the encroachment or projjec- 
tion is actually built or rebuilt.— It is obvious that section empow¬ 
ers the committees to revoke sanction after it ^ been availed 
of. There is no bar to committee re\’'oking it before it has been 
availed of. In this case no damage having arisen, no compen¬ 
sation will be claimable unless the revocation will necessitate 
vsome alteratiim in the scheme of building owing to such 
revocation, in xvhich case compensation will have to be paid. 


176. The committee may attach to the outside of any 
building brackets for lamps in such manner as not to occasion 
any injury thereto or inconvenience. 

Notes. 


S. 88 of the old Act. 
Analogous Lawi — 

S. 145, Romhay Municipal 
Boroughs Act 1925. 

8. 115, Tlomhav District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 111 of 1901. 

8. 87, Burma Municipal ,\ct, IIT 
of 1898. 


8. 190, Cantonment Act, TI of 
1924. 

8. 90, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act. ir of 1922. 

8. 21 U P, Mnnicipalitiejs Act, 


Power to 
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tSec.m & 176. 

Executive Officers Act. —The powers conferred upon the 
committees under this section shall not be exercised by com¬ 
mittees but may be exercised by the executive officers in 
■ municipalities to which the Ekecutive Officers Act has been 
extended. 

Delegation.— Powers under this section can be delegated 
under S. 33 (o). 

Destroying 177. Whoever, without being authorized by the conunit- 

irection- tee, defaces or disturbs any municipal direction*post, lamp* 
^ts, etc."'^ po»t or lamp or extinguishes any municipal light in any public 
place, shall be punishable with fine which may extend to ten 
rupees. 

Notes. 

S. 168 of the old Act with slight alterations. 

Analogous Law :— ! 

S. 351, Bombay Municipal ' 8.118 (!) (a) (x/O, Cantonment 
BoronghvS Act, 192.'!. Act, IT of 1924. 

S 121, Bombay District Munici- ! >S. 203, ("entral Provinces Muni- 
palAct, niof 1901. ci pal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 331, Bombay City Municipal S. 172 (3), Madras District 
Act, m of 1888. Municipal Act, IV of 1884. 

S. 177, Burma Municipal Act, S. 261, U. P. MuniciiJalities Act, 
III of 1898. 1916. 

Executive Officers Act. —The. powers conferred upon the 
committees under this section shall not be exercised by com¬ 
mittees but may be exercised by tlie executive officers in 
municipalities to which the Executive (Mcers Act has been 
extended. 


Bill-Stick¬ 
ing without 
permission. 


178. Whoever, without the consent of the owner or 
occupier or other person for the time being in charge, affixes 
any posting bill, notice, placard or other paper or means of 
advertisement against or upon any building, wall, tree, board, 
fence or pale or writes upon, soils, defaces or marks any such 
building, wall, tree, board, fence or pale with chalk or paint or 
in any other way whatsoever, shall be punishable with fine 
which may extend to twenty rupees. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in Section 228 
a court may take cognizance of an offence under sub-section 
(1) of this section upon the complaint of the owner or occupier 
or other person in charge of the property in respect of which 
such offence is alleged to have been committed. 

Notes. 

S. 168-A of old Act. 

Recent changes.— Clause 2 has been added by S. 6S of 
the Amendment Act, III of 1933 while the existing clause 
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l^ee. 179 & 180.] 


has been numbered as clause 1. The addition of this clause 
will empower owners and occupiers or persons in charge of 
Government builditjgs to take action under this section 
without recourse to municipal committee. 


Analogous Law ’.— 

S. 147, Bombay Municijial 
Boroughs Act, 192f>. 

S 118, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1901. 

Ss. 328 & 328-A, Bombay City 


Muncipal Act, HI of 1888. ’ 
S. 178, Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898. 

S. 118 (1) (®) Cantonment 

Act, n of 1924. 


Bills or posters are sometimes affixed on pavements or 
street surface. There is nothing to prevent such a practice 
though it is a practice frought with danger as horses shy at 
such bills or posters. 


179. (1) The committee may cause a name to be given 

to any street, and to be affixed on any building in such place s» 
it may think fit, and may also cause a number to be affixed to 
any building; and in like manner may, from time to time, cause 
su^ names and numbers to be alter^. 

(2) Whoever shall destroy, pull down or deface any name 
or number affixed to any street or building under this section, 
or put up any different name or number from that put up by 
order of the committee, shall be punishable with fine which may 
extend to twenty rupees. 


Notes. 

S. 89 of the old Act. 


Analogous Law :— 

Ss. 215 & 216, (2), Bengal Dis¬ 
trict Municipal Act, 1884. 

S. 244, Bengal .Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 184, Behar and Uri.ssa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922, 

S, 146, Bombay .Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 110, BomlKty Di.strict Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1901. 

S. 327, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, III of 1888. 


I S. 178, Burma Municipal Act, III 
! of 1888. 

S. 193, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

Ss. 95 & 204, Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, IT of 1922. 

Ss. 228 d- 299, Madras City Muni- 
I cijal Act, 1919. 

Ss. 189 & 190, Madras District 
Municij)al Act, V of 1920. 

S. 218, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


180. The committee may, where it appears to it to be 
necessary for the prevention of danger to life or property, 
by public notice, prohibit all persons from stacking or coUectmg 
timber, wood, dry grass, straw or other inflammable materials, or 
placing mats or t^tched huts or lighting fires in any place or 
within any limits specified in ffie notiw, 
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Notes. 


{Sec* 181 


S. 103 of the old Act, 


Analogous Lam 

S.400, Bengal Municipal Act, XV 
of 1932. 

S. 273, Behar and Orisaa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 151 (n), Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 105, Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898 

S. 122, Cantonment Act, 11 of 


1924. 

S. 148, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, 11 of 1922. 

S. 261, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

Ss. 195 & 222, Madras District 
Municijjal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 259, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


S. 121 deals with places whore inflammable materials are 
stored for trade, this section regulates the storage of such 
materials for any purpose whatsoever. 


CoUecUon of firewood.— A baker collecting firewood in 
excess of his requirements is breaking this rule. Rat. Un. Or. 
C. 793 (1895). 


ioofs and 
ernal walls 
to be 
de of in- 
am able 
terials 


181. Tlie committee may direct that within certain limit* 
to be fixed by it, the roofs and external wall* of huts or other 
buildings shall not be made or renewed of grass, mats, leaves or 
other highly inflammable materials without the permission of 
the committee in writing; and the committee may, by written 
notice require any person, who has disobeyed any such direc* 
tion to remove or alter the roofs or walls so made or renewed 
as it may think fit. 


Notes. 


S. 90 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law 

S. 236, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. 323, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 271, Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 121, ilomhay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 94, Bombay District Munici pal 
Act, III of 1901. 

S. 349, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, III of 1888. 


S. 105, Burma Municipal Act, Ill 
of 1898. 

S. 121, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S. 147, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 233. Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 195, Madras District Municipal 
Act, V of 1920. 

S. 257, r. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


Disobedience of the notice will be punishable under 
S. 219. 


Shall be made.— These words have been held to mean 
“^shall be constructed ” and do not moan “ shall be composed 
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The mere existence of walls or huts composed of 
inflammable materials does not in the absence of proof 
that the accused constructed them constitute the offence. 
13 I. C. 832. 

Renewed— The word includes also repairing. 19 Mad. 
241; and rethatehing, 1 Weir 732-b. 

When a person has once obtained permission under S. 
181 for putting up a structure of inflammable materials, he 
cannot be prosecuted for not obtaining that permission every 
year. C/. 1928 Mad. 846 ; 51 Mad. 8<0. 

The essence of the offence is the act of making or recon¬ 
structing the structures, not merely tiiat of maintaining an 
already constructed building in existence. Cf. 1927 Mad. 
501; 50. Mad. 760. 

Bamboo mats.— These are inflammable materials. 1 Weir 
733. 


182. (1) Whoever, without the pm>mission of the com* 

mittee, pickets animals or collects carts on any street, or uses 
any street as a halting place for vehicles or animals of any 
description or as a place of encampment, or causes or permits 
animal to stray, shall be punishable with fine which may extend 
to twenty rupees. 

(2) Any animal found picketed, tethered or straying on 
any public street without the permission of the committee may 
be removed to a pound by any officer or servant of the com¬ 
mittee or by any police of^er. 

Notes. 


S. 166 of the old Act. The words “ contrary to the 
orders ” have been replaced by “ without the permission ”. 

Recent changes.— S. 182 has been renumbered as 182 (1) 
and clause 2 has been added by S. 69 of the Municipal 
Amendment Act, ill of 1933. 

1 n clause 1 the word ‘ street ’ has been retained while 
powers under clause 2 have only been confined to public 
streets. Like S. 173 (3) powers of removal to a pound have 
been granted to police or municipal officers or servants. 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 169, liombay Municipal 
liorough.s Act, 1925. 

S. 137, Bombay District Muni- 
pal Act. Ill of 1801. 

S ftl6, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, 111 of 1688. 

Ss. 164 & 174, Burma Municipal 


Act. in of 1898. 

Ss. 118 (1) («) viii, 118 (1) (t), 
118 (3) and (4). 

S. 210, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act. II of 1922. 

Ss. 255-6 & 265, U P Munici¬ 
palities Act, 1916. 


Executive Officers Act.— The powers conferred npon the 
committees under clause (1) of this section shall not be 
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fSec. 183 & IS^L 

{[exercised by committees but may be exercised by the execu- 
‘ tive officers in municipalities to which the Executive Officers 
Act has been extended. 

Delegation.— Power under S. 182 (1) can be delegated 
to Medical Officer of Health under S. 33 {b). 

183. (1) Whoever drives or propels any vehicle not 
properly supplied with lights in any street daring the period 
from half an hour after sunset to half an hour before sunrise 
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to fifty rupees. 

(2) Whoever, in driving, leading or propelling a vehicle 
along a street, fails udthout reasonable excuse— 

(a) to keep to the left, or 

{b) when he is passing a vehicle going in the same 
direction, to keep to the right of that vehicle, 

shall be liable to a fine which may extend to twenty rupees. 

Exception .—This sub«section shall not apply to a munici¬ 
pality wholly or in part situated in a hilly tract. 

Notes. 

S. 159 of the old Act. Clause (2) had been added by 
Amendment Act, II of 1923, while clause 1 has been sub¬ 
stituted by S. 70 of Amendment Act, III of 1933. 

Before amendment S. 183 (1) read as follows: 

183(1) Whoever drives any vehicle after dark in any street, 
unless the vehicle is properly supplied with lights or there is suffi¬ 
cient moonlight to render ligiit unnecessary shall be punishable with 
fine which may extend to twenty ruix^cs. 

The amendment of this clause makes for clearness. 
Sufficiency of moonlight was a vague expression. The punish¬ 
ment has been raised from rupees twenty to fifty. In clause 
(2) the line has been retained. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 350, Bengal Act, III of 1884. Ss. 200 & 201, ('Central Provinces 
S. 253, U. P. Municipalities Act, ■ Act, 11 of 1922. 

n of 1916. S. 120, Cantonment Act, II of 

S. 162, Burma Act, III of 1898. 1924. 

184. Whoever, in contravention of any general or apecial 
prohibition issued by the committee without the permission of 
the committee, beats a drum or tomtom, blows a hcHti or trumpet 
or beats or sounds any brass or other mstrument or utensil, 
shall be punUhable with fine which may extend to twenty.five 
rupees. 
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ExplamHon.-—In tlte cate of bandt each individual monber 
of tocb band thall be pnnnhabio under tbit toetion. 

Notes. 

This is a new section and has been taken from N.W.P. 
and Oudh Municipality Act, I of 1900. 

Analogous Lazv :— I 

S. 174, N.W.P. and Oudh Act, I 1903. 

of 1900. ! S. 118 (g). Cantonment Act, 11 of 

Cf. S.120, C. P. Act, XVI of ' 1924. 

When no general or special orders have been issued play¬ 
ing of music is no offence. 5 C.P.L.R. 92. 

Drum.—raWo is not a drum or high sounding instru¬ 
ment. 1924 Pat. 377. 


185. Whoever discharges fire-arms or lets off fire-woibt, 
fire-balloons or detonators, or engages in any game, in such a 
manner as to cause, or be likely to cause, danger to persons 
passing by or dwelling or working in the neighbourhood, or risk 
of injury to property shall be punishable with fine which may 
extend to twenty rupees. 

Notes. 

S. 160 of the old Act. 


Analogous Law '.— 

S. 350, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. 163, Burma Municipal Act, 
niof 1898. 

S. 125, Cantonment Act, II of 


1924. 

S. 216, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922 
S. 262, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


186. Whoever quarries, blasts, cuts timber or carries on 
building operations in such a manner as to cause, or to be likely 
to cause, danger to persons passing by or dwelling or working in 
the neighbourhood, shall be punishable with fine which may 
extend to fifty rupees. 

Notes. 

S. 165 of the old Act. 


Analogous Law: — 

S. 235, Bengal District Municipal 
Act, 1884. 

S. 156, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

Ss. 123, 125 & 126, Bombay ■ 
District Municipal Act, III of , 
1901. 

S. 382, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, III of 1888. 

S. 169, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 


S. 197, flantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S. 327. Central Provinces .Muni- 
pal Act, III of 1922. 

S. 263, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 221, Madras Di.«trict Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

S 260, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

1916. 


Difichargisg 
fire-arms etc 


Quarrying 
blasting, cut¬ 
ting timber 
or building 
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187. AcoanauMee nky, wiA tb» pvaviovs mmc&m of die 
Deputy ComniMicmer, or, il tbe Depw^ Comnuli^er is a 
member of the committee, of die Commiuioner, levy smell fees 
front eeck pmsoo ettending' a fair on whieb tbe committee incurs 
eiqienditure under Section 52 (2) (/) and from persons^ eaqio»> 
ing goods for sale and all persons plying any oeciq»tion for 
gniw (except water-carriers, scavengers, and others empbiyed in 
conaecdon with tbe fair) for defraying tbe cost of sanitary 
arrangements, watch and ward and tbe Ufce. * 

Notes. 

This is a new section. Cf. S. 143 (e) of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— , 

S. 156, Madras District Miini- | S. 298, LivSt 1—J (e), U. P. Act, 
cipal Act, V of 1920. [ 1910. 


CHAPTER X. 

Byf-laws. 

188. A committee may, and shall if so required by the 
local Government, by bye-law,— 

(a) render licenses necessary for proprietors or drivers of 
vehicles, or animals kept or plying for hkre within 
the Iknits of the municipality, and fix the fees 
payable for such licenses and the conditions on 
which they are to be granted and may be revoked, 
and may by such conditions provide among other 
things for a minimum breadth for wheel tyres and 
for a mmimurn diameter of the wheels; 

ay limit the rates which may be demanded for the hire of 
any carriage^ cart or other conveyance^ or of animals 
hired to carry loads or f’ersons, or for the services of 
persons hired to carry loads or to impel or carry such 
conveyances, and limit the loads which may be carried 
by any animal, or carriage, cart, or other conveyance, 
plying for hire, ivithin the limils of the municipality: 

Provided that no bye-law made under clause (a) or 
clause (&) by the committee of a municipality in 
which the Hackney Carriage Act, 1879, is in force 
shall apply to any vehicle to which that Act applies; 

Provided also that the operations of any bye-law made 
under the provisions of clause (o) or clause (h) or 
of any rules made under the Hackney Carriage 
Act, 1879, may, with the sanetkm of the local 
Government, be extoided to— 
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(«') any railway station, 

(ii) tlie whole or any ]»art of aoy road so far as 
such road b situate within ten miles of the 
limits of the nninieipaKty ; 

(m) the whole or any part of any road leading 
from the limits of any one municipality or 
notified area to the limits of any other muni- 
cipsJity or notified area, Jf the distance 
between the said municipalities or notified 
areas does not exceed fifty miles and the 
committees of the said municipalities or 
notified areas coosmit to the extension of 
such bye-law; 

(r) provide fcsrthe proper registration of births, marriages 
and deathly and for the taking of a census; 

(d) fix, and from time to time vary, the number of 
persons who may occi^y a building or part of 
building, which i« let in lodgings or occupied by 
members of more than one family, or which is 
sitiMrted widiin such congested bazar areas as may 
be specified in the bye-law; and provide — 

(i) for the registration and inspection of such 
buildings, 

(ia) for the licensiny of hotels avd lodging-houses 
and for the fees fayable for such licenses and 
the conditions on which they may be granted 
or revoked, 

{ii) for promoting cteanliness and ventilatiim in 
such buildings, 

(fit ^ for the notices to be given and the precautions 
to be taken in Ibe ca«e of any infectious or 
ooertegiaus disease breaking out in such 
buSdings, 

{iv) for the scavenging, removal and disposal of all 
mfalmh, fihh, nightsoSl, sullage or sewage in 
sorii buildings, 

(v) m the case of hotel, serai said lodging-house 
keepers mid the see r st mi es of residential 
ckdis for the maintenance of registms, in 
sudi form an the commitlee may prescribe, 
of visitovs nmi lodgers, and 

(et) ge ne ra lly for tibe prepnr regufaition of such 
bdUioga; 
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(f) provide:— 

(*) for the inspection and proper regulation of en¬ 
camping grounds, pounds^ serais, bakeries, 
aerated-water factories, ice-factories, dhobis’ 
ghats, flour-mills, food grain god owns, dis¬ 
pensing chemists’ shops, slaughterhouses, and 
places licensed under Section 121, 

(») for the inspection and proper regulation of 
markets for the preparation auid exhibition 
of a price current and for fixing the fees, 
rents and other charges, to be levied in such 
markets, 

(m) for defining the standard weights and measures 
to be used in the municipality and for the 
inspection of weights and measures under 
Section 207, 

(iv) for the holding of fairs and industrial exhibi¬ 

tions within the municipality or under the 
control of the committee, and for the collec¬ 
tion of fees under Section 187, 

(v) for controlling and regulating the use and 

management of burial and burning grounds, 

{vi) for the supervision, regulation and protection 
from pollution of public wells, tanks, springs 
or other sources from which water is or may 
be made available for the use of the public, 
whether within or without the municipality, 

^vii) for the licensing, inspection and proper regu¬ 
lation of theatres and other places of public 
resort, re-creation or amusement; 

{viii) for the inspection and proper regulation of 
channels which are supplied with water from 
any canal to which either the Northern India 
Canals and Drainage Act, 1873 or the 
Punjab Miners Canals Act, 1905 applies, 

(/) require and regulate the appointment by owners of 
buildings or land in the municipality, who are 
not resident in the municipality, of persons resid¬ 
ing within or near the municipality to act as 
their agents for all or any of the purposes of this 
Act or «ny rule thereunder: 

(</) where the collection of an octroi or terminal tax 
has been sanctioned fix limits for the purpose of 
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eoUeeting the same, and may prescsribe routes by 
which animals or articles or both which are 
subject to octroi or terminal tax may be im> 
ported into the municipality or exported there* 
from; 

(h) rcmder licenses necessary for using premises as 

stables, cow-houses, or houses or enclosures for 
sheep, goats or swnne, and regulate the grant and 
withdrawal of such licenses; 

(t) in any municipality where a reasonable number of 
slaughter-houses has been provided or licensed by 
the committee, control, regulate, or prohibit 
the admission within the municipsd limits for the 
purpose of sale of the flesh (other tham cured 
cMT preserved meat) of any cattle, sheep, goat 
or swine slaughtered at any slaughter-house or 
place not mauntained or licensed under this Act, 
and may provide for the seizure, destruction or 
disposal otherwise of amy flesh brought within 
municipal limits in contravention of any such bye¬ 
law; 

(;) fix premises within the municipality in which the 
slaughter of animals of any particular kind, not 
for saJe, shall be permitted and prohibit, except 
in case of necessity, such slaughter elsewhere with¬ 
in the municipality: 

Provided that no such bye-laws shall apply to animals 
slaughtered for auiy religious purpose; 

(jb) prohibit the letting off of fire-airms, fire-works, fire- 
balloons, bombs or detonators except (1) with 
the permission of the committee or of a munici¬ 
pal officer empowered to give such permission, 
(2) subject to such conditions as the committee 
may impose, amd (3) on payment of such fees 
(if any) as may at any time have been fixed by 
the committee in that behalf; 

(i) regulate the making and use of connections or 

communications between private houses and pre¬ 
mises amd mains or service cables, wires, pipes, 
drains, sewers aoid other channels established or 
maintained, by the committee, under auiy of the 
provisions of this Act; 

(m<) regulate the collection, storaige, preservation from 
pollution, amd use of rahs-water, amd the caurrsring 
out of the provisions of Sections 96 to 105; 
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necvArte the poMmy of hilkomi odve r l heniente, the 
)potiti<Hi, nee, shafie end gt^le of name^boards, 
aigo-bon^s and sign^fKitts; 

(o) provide for, regidate, require or prohibit the 
construction, pattern of construction, maintenmce 
and materials of boundary walls, hedges, and 
fences hereafter erected or re>erected so as to abut 
on a public street or tqion property vested in the 
committeei 

(/>) regidete or prohibit any description of traffic in 
the streets atid provide for the reduction of noise 
caused thereby; 

('Z) prohibit the storage, of more thaui a fixed maximum 
quantity of any explosive, petroleum, spirit, 
naphtha or other influnmaUe material in any bmld- 
ing not registered or licesised tinder Section 121; 

(r) provide for the seizure and confiscation of owner¬ 
less animals straying within the limits of the muni¬ 
cipality; 

(^) prodde for the registration of all or any specified 
classes of dogs, and in particular and without 
prejudice to the generality of the foregoing— 

(«) provide for the imposition of an annual fee for 
such registration; 

(») require that every registered dog shall wear a 
eoUar to which shaU be attached a metal 
token to be issued by the committee; 

{sit) provide that any dog, not registered and 
wearing ends token, may iS found in any 
public place, be detamed at a place to be set 
shan't for the purpose, smd will be liable to 
be dertroyed or otherwise disposed of after 
a period to be apecified in the bye-law; 

Hz) render licenses necessary for hand carls employed for 
transport, or hawking articles for sale, and for the 
persons using such hand carts, and prescribe the con¬ 
ditions for the grant and revocation of such licenses. 

(u) regidate the conditions on which and the periods for 
which permimion may be idven under sub section 
(1) ofSettion^ 1T2 and sub-section <1) of Section 
173, and provide for the levy ef fees and rents for 
each permission; mid 

(c) ge ncr a By provide for carrying odt the purposes of 
%lits Aot» 
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Note*. 

This eorresponds to S. 143 of the old Act. Power has 
been given to frame bye-laws for several new matters. 

The section has farther been amended by Act II of 1923. 

The following are the principal changes introduced by the 
said Act: ~ 

(1) Sub-clause {iv) has been added to clause (rf). 

(2) In sub-clause (») of clause {e) “ food grain 

godowns, dispensing chemists’ shops ” have been added 
after “ flour mills.” 

(3) Sub-clause (vU) is anew addition to clause (e). 

(4) Clause (.</) has been altered so as to make it 
applicable to terminal-tax as well. 

(5) In clause (A), the words “or swine” have been 
added and the words “ regulate the grant and withdrawal of 
such licenses ” have also been added. 

(6) Clauses (/) and (wi have been newly added and 
the clause (/) has been re-lettered as clause (z;). 

Recent chanffes.— S. 71 of the Punjab Amendment Aet^ 
III of 1933, has amended the Act and the amendment effected 
are indicated in italics. 

Sub clause (ft) was amended by S. 5 of Act XV of 1926. 
The amendments then made have been omitted and re-enacted 
in the same form. 

In clause (d) a new sub-clause {ia) has been introduced 
for licensing of hotels and lodging houses. 

In clause («) (i) places licensed under S. I2l can now 
be regulated. 

In clause (e) sub-clause (tnii) was introduced by S. 5 of 
Act XV of 1926. 

In clause (»«) Ss. 96 to 105 have l>ecn substituted for 
Ss. 103 to 105, thus enabling the water supply of a com¬ 
mittee to l)e regulated. 

In clause (/>) power for requiring the reduction of noise 
caused by tralfic has been given to committees. 

Clause (^) was lirst amended by S. 6 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act of 1925 and has further teen amended by 
requiring hand carts used for transport of goods to be 
licensed and also enabling committees to license persons 
using such carts 

Clause (m) was amended by S. 6 of Act of 1925, under 
which permission under S. 172 can also be regulated. 

G«aeral remarks. —This is the principal section autho- 
rizing committees to frame bye-laws on various matters. As 
regardb the validity of bye-laws see Notes under S. 3 (3). 
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Delegation. When the legislature entrusts to some 
public body, it may be Executive Government or a corpora¬ 
tion, the duty of making rules, such public body cannot 
relievo itself of the responsibility and depute other agencies 
to discharge the duty. The authority to make rules must 
remain in the hands to which it is entrusted. In eases 
where the charge relates to an alleged breach of a rule pass¬ 
ed under an Act, care ought to be taken to specify the parti¬ 
cular rule said to have been infringed. 17 Mad. 128. 

The committee may by byedaws etc. —The wording of 
section are not mandatory but enabling. The committee 
“ may ” not “ shall ” make bye-laws. 1930 Rang. 297. 

Construction of enactments conferring powers. —In enact¬ 
ments which confer powers, and particularly in enactments 
which confer powers on public authorities, language of mere 
permission may not preclude the existence of a duty. 

Where a statute directs the doing of a thing for the sake 
of justice or the public good, the word “may” is the same as 
the word “shall;” ^^Rex v. Barlow, Salk 600 and Macdougall v. 
Paterson, 11 C. B. 755, Ref.) 1930 Rang. 297. 

The Government can now compel committees to frame 
bye-law. 

Cls. («)&(&)- Analogous Law: Ss. 179 (g) and (h). Central 
Ss, 154-5, H26 and 327, Behar j Provinces Municipal Act, II 

and OrivS.sa Municipal Act, of 1922. 

1922. ' Ss. 29S, List 1—H (c) (d), U. P. 
Ss. 183, 184 & 478 (3), Calcutta Municipalities Act, 1916. 

City Municipal Act, TIT of English Law: — 

1923. : S. 172, Public Health Act, 1875. 

This will enable the committees to license the propriet¬ 
ors and drivers of all sorts (»f vehicles including hackney 
carriages where Hackney Carriages Act is not in force. 
Proprietors and drivers f>f motor vehicles can also be 
licensed under this clause. The mere fact that the motor 
vehicles are also regulated by a special statute does not 
prevent a municipal committee from adopting similar ordin¬ 
ances and regulations. 

Kept or plying for hire within a municipality.— In the corres. 
ponding English Act (the Town l*olice Clauses Acts, 1847 
and 1889) and other local Acts dealing with similar matters 
the w^ords used are “ standing or plying for hire.” It would 
appear the words used in S. 188 mean the same thing as 
kept or plying for hire. In fact kept ” has a wider meaning 
than “ standing. ’ ’ 

Meaning of kept. —Motor cars brought by chance visitors 
within the municipality and not used in such municipality 
for more than short periods are not vehicles kept within the 
municipality. Before it can be found that such a vehicle* is 
kept in the municipality it must be established that it is re- 
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tained—within the municipality for more than short periods. 
Such visitors are not liable to be convicted under S. 188. Cf. 
1928 Oudh 306, 109 I. C. 368. 

Plying for hire. —There are at least two possible defini¬ 
tions of the word “ ply,*' neither of which strains its proper 
use. To ply may be to go or travel more or less regularly 
back and forth,’* which is the sense in which it is said that a 
ship plies between London and Sydney. Or it may be to 
wait regularly for business; to have one’s stand,” as might 
be said of a bootblack, who plies his trade at a street corner, 
A motor ear can be used for both; it may travel regularly 
between London and Brighton carrying fare-paying passen¬ 
gers, in which it is certainly “ plying ” in the former sense, 
and for hire: and it may also take up its stand at a certain 
spot daily to pick up its passengers, in w’hieh ease it “ has its 
stand ” and is “ W’aiting regularly for business.” 

Blackpool Board of Health v. Beivtetl, (1859) 28 L. J. M. C. 
203, w’as a case of plying for hire with a licensed carriage 
contrary to a bye-law fixing certain stands. Defendant’s 
story was that he did not ply for hire, but w’as asked to be 
engaged, and consequently picked up the fare in the street. 
The court held that there was a plying for hire. A section 
of the private Act (S. 4S of 14 and 17 Viet. c. xxix) under 
which the bye-laws were made, gave powder to regulate the 
conduct of proprietors and drivers of “ hackney carriages, 
animals, bathing machines, or pleasure boats, plying within 
the district in their several employments.” Clearly the word 
“ plying ” in this instance signifies “ w^aiting for business ’* 
or “ seeking trade,” since bathing machines, at all events, do 
not “ ply ’* between places. The London Hackney Carriage 
Act, 1831, under which the w^ell-known decision of Case v. 
Storey, (1868) L. R. 43 Ex. 319: 48 L. J. M. C. 113, was ^ven, 
uses the words “ standing or plying for hire ” in a public 
street, and the whole tenor of the .\et, as w^ell as of the 
.iudgments, points to the construction of " standing still or 
driving about in search of a fare.” Observations of Kelly, 
C. B., are w’orthy of note. “ A standing or plying for hire 
within the meaning of the .\et of l^arliament must mean a 
standing or plying for hire by any one of the public w’ho may 
think lit to hire the cab in (juestion.” 

As an illustration of what does not amount to plying 
for hire wnth an unlicensed carriage the ease of Cavill v. Amos, 
(1900) 64 J. P. 309, is in point. The appellant, the proprie¬ 
tor of both licensed and unlicensed carriages, was on a 
stand with a licensed carriage, when Hfe w'as hailed by a party 
of nine persons who wished to drive together. The licensed 
carriage was licensed to hold only five. The appellant said 
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he had a waggonette at his stables which would hold tiiem 
all and the party all went to his stables and got into an 
unlicensed waggonette and were driven by the appellant. 
He was summoned under S. 45 of the Town Police Clauses 
Act, 1847, for permitting an unlicensed hackney carriage to 
be used for plying for hire. The justices convicted him. The 
Divisional Court allowed the appeal. Channell, J., said 
there was no evidence of plying for hire with an unlicensed 
carriage. In ordinary cases, in order that there should be 
a plying for hire, the carriage itself should be exhibited. 
It is, however, possible that a man might ply for hire with a 
carriage without exhibiting it, by going round touting for 
customers; that is, however, not the case. The appellant was 
touting for customers for his licensed carriage. He did not 
solicit persons to go in the waggonette in the first instance 
and therefore there was no plying for hire with the waggon¬ 
ette.” 

Cases sometimes arise in which a carriage, duly licensed 
in one area, is alleged to have plied for hire in another area, 
in which it is not so licensed. Where the Town Police Clauses 
Acts are in force, S. 3 of the Act of 1889 governs the matter. 
R, V. Fletcher and others, exparte Ansonia, (1908) 72 J. P. 249, 
was an attempt to bring a carriage within the last exception 
in S. 3 of that Act, as “ an omnibus starting from outside the 
prescribed distance, and bringing passengers within the pres¬ 
cribed distance, and not standing or plying fpr hire within 
the prescribed distance.” The omnibus in question started its 
journey from outside the ” prescribed distance,” took up 
passengers, but made no charge for them while conveying 
them within the prescribed distance. The Divisional Court 
found that there was evidence of standing and plying for 
hire in the district, and upheld the conviction. 

An omnibus coming from one district will not be required 
to be licensed in another, though used for bringing passengers 
into the latter unless it stands or plies for hire in the latter. 
An omnibus starting from outside the district and going to 
a point within the district where it waited from fifteen to 
twenty minutes for the purpose of taking up passengers, 
parcels, etc., for the return journey, was held not to come 
within the exception on tlie ground that it plied for hire within 
the district. Dewhurst v. Eddies, (1893) 57 J. P. 375; 9 T. 
L. R. 424. 

Proprietors and drivers of carts and conveyances which 
bring gc^s or passengers from outside the municipal limits 
and do not wait for hire within municipal limits cannot be 
licensed under these rules unless the operation of these bye¬ 
laws is extended under the proviso to this clause. 
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Lieensinc power —exercise of discretkm to grant or refuse.— 

S. 6 of Bombay Act, VI of 1863, empowers the police commis¬ 
sioner in Bombay to grant licenses for public conveyances 
and provides that he may in his discretion refuse to grant 
any such license for any conveyance which he may consider 
to ba insuflSeiently found or otherwise unfit for the convey¬ 
ance of the public. It was held that the commissioner was 
bound to exercise his discretion in each ease. This discre¬ 
tion is not an absolute one but one which is to be exercised 
after he has made himself acquainted with the conveyance 
to be licensed and has considered whether it as an individual 
carriage is fit for the conveyance of the public. 

Where it appeared that the commissioner had approved 
of a certain pattern of victoria as a public conveyance and 
refused to license victorias which did not conform to that 
pattern: Held his refusal on that ground was illegal. An 
exercise of the power in the fetters of self-imposed rules 
purporting to bind the authority in all eases would not be 
within the section. 27 Bom. 307. See also 1933 Rang. 37 
noted on p. 629. 

To ply for hire means to exhibit a vehicle in such 
a way as to invite those w'ho may desire to do so to hire it or 
travel in it on payment of the usual fares and also to offer 
its use on payment to any member of the public thereby 
soliciting custom. 1929 Lah. 422; 10 Lah. 505. 

The accused, owners of a ear, had a shop at D for which 
supplies from P were taken in ear. They got orders for 
some provisions from other shopkeepers at D and executed 
them by purchasing goods at P in their own names and carri¬ 
ed them by their lor*ry to D. They charged higher rates for 
the goods than those prevailing at P as they had to carry the 
goods from I’ to D for delivery to customers. They were 
charged for plying their car for hire under S. 3 and convict¬ 
ed: 

Held, that the accused did not solicit custom or invite 
the general public to use their car for hire and so their con¬ 
viction was illegal. In order to constitute “ plying for hire ” 
there must be a general invitation by the person in charge 
of the vehicle to the members of the public to make contracts 
with him for carriage in the vehicle, (Case law discussed.) 
1931 Lah. 569, 132 I. C. 702. 

Clause (&).—When hired within municipality the clause 
does not restrict the area of the service. When a cart is hired 
within a municipality it is bound to observe the bye-laws 
under this clause. The fact that part of the service may 
have to be done outside the municipal area will not absolve 
the owners or drivers from compliance with the bye-^laws. 
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The place plyiag for Itire.— The act of p^yiog ^ hi^ 
can only be done at the place and time that the hire is effect¬ 
ed. Therefore a person who lets out his car for hire_ in^ a 
municipal town need not obtain a license from the District 
Board in which area the municipal town is situated if ffie car 
travels beyond municipal limits and traverses any of the 
district board roads. 1928 Mad. 166; 51 Mad. 527. 

8.166* (1) of Madras Local Board Act, 1920 is intended 
to make persons w'ho use the road of a district iioard for 
making money by using motor vehicles upon it pay for that 
privilege. The iirst part is intended to make persons who 
ply a motor vehicle for hire within the limits of the district 
board pay for it by taking out a license, and the latter part 
of it is intended to make persons whi) pick up passengers at 
separate fares outside the area of the district board also 
take out a license. 

What is meant by “ sejiarate fares ” is individual fares 
as distinguished from a fixed amount for the whole vehicle. 
1930 Mad, 441. 

Owner and servant both liable for plying for hire without 
license. — The owner and the driver of a bus ai'e both liable for 
plying without license under 8. 166, Madras Jjocal Board Act. 
The contention that the servant is merely obeying the orders 
of his master is no ground for relieving him of his liability 
when clearly the section covers the ease of a })erson plying for 
hire, whether it is his own car or not. 1027 Mad. llOo. 

Plying a vehicle without license - License refused with¬ 
out good reasons. The fact that tlie person authorised to 
grant or refuse the license did not exercise his discretion 
reasonably in refusing to grant, the license is not one that 
could afford answer to a cliarge that the accused has done 
something for whicli license was necessary and for which he 
had no license. 1925 Mad. 476; 4S M L. J. 132; 86 J. O. 57. 

Responsibility of licensee for acts of servants. • - Where a 
driver of a motor car plied a car for hire without license it 
vras /tc/d the licensees are in law respt)nsible for all that their 
servants do. Ttie principle is that the act of tlie servant of a 
licensee is the act of his master and that it is the licensee who 
does everything that is done under cover of the license. It 
is he W"ho undertakes b) conform to the terms of it and to 
be responsible that no breach of it, takes place. Where there¬ 
fore a conductor of a motor plied the motor on a road on 
which the licensee is prohibited to ply, held that the licensee is 
liable. 50 Mad. 913; 1927 Mad. 612. 

: • The section renders plying motor vehicles for hire on district 
board roads or using such vehicles for carrying passengers at 
separate fares without license punishable. 
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Motor driving' without owner’s knowledge by an unHeensed 
driy«r. —Where a particular intent or state of mind is not of the 
essence of an offence a master can be made criminally liable 
for his servant’s acts, if an act is expressly prohibited but not 
otherwise; and he cannot be so made liable if the act provides 
for a liability for permitting or causing certain things unless 
it can be shown that the act was done with the master’s 
knowledge and assent, express or implied. 

Where a motor ear is driven by a person, who has no 
license, without the knowledge of the owmer, the owmer cannot 
convicted nor can ho be convicted on the ground that his 
licensed driver had given the unlicensed driver permission to 
drive. A servant has no implied authority to engage a 
stranger to do work on behalf of his master so as to render 
the master liable for the stranger’s acts or default except per¬ 
haps in a ease of necessity which term comprises only well- 
known exceptional eases. 47 C. L. .1. 460; 1928 Cal. 410, 110 
1. C. 326. 

Hackney carriage license.— The commissioner of police 
must issue license to a rickshaw whether it is old or new 
if it complies with the conditions as laid down under S. 23 
of the Rangof^n Hackney (^arriagt* .Act, 1917 and is found 
fit for ])ubllc use and if the commissioner has not issued the 
license up to the maximum numl)ers as fixed by him. 

And therefore, where he <loes not exercise the discretion 
as vested in him, a writ of mandamus can be issued directing 
him to issue such a license. l933 Rang. 37. 

Levy of fees for license.— There are sev'eral provisions in 
the Act which empower the committees to le\"y fee for license 
for certain permissions as, for instance, Ss. 121, 188 (a), 188 
(e) (it) etc. it is not the intention of the legislature to arm 
municipal (xiramittees with fiower to impose a charge for a 
license which might extend to any amotint for wdiich sanction 
of the local Government could be obtained. The intention was 
merely to give powder to charge a fee which would save the 
committee from being out of pocket by reason of the duties 
and liabilities impt-ised on it by the act of supervision and 
regulation of matters for which license is required. Cf. 1927 
Rang. 183. 

Bye«law» imposing fee or charges. —Although the courts 
ought to support if possible the bye-laws and the administra¬ 
tive acts of a public representative body it is a well settled 
rule of law that all charges upon the sub.jeet must l)e imposed 
by clear and unambiguous language because in some degrees 
they operate as penalties. The subject is not to be taxed 
unless the language of the statute clearly imposes the obliga¬ 
tion. 1927 Rang. 183. 
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dame (t ).—Analogous Law .— 


Ss., 346-9, Bengal District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 396 and 498, Bengal Munici¬ 
pal Act, XV of 1932. 

S. 344, Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 61 (1) (j), Bombay Munici¬ 
pal Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 48 (/), Bombay District 

Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

S. 461 (q), Bombay City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, ni of 1888. ‘ 


S. 142 (a) & (6), Burma Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1898. 

S. 179 (i), Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, TI of 1922. 

S. 349 (23), Madras City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1919. 

j Ss. 286 & 306 (23), Madras Dis- 
i trict Municipal Act, V of 
1920. 

S. 298,‘List 1—J (6), U. P. 
Municipalities Act, II of 1916 


Very few municipalities have framed bye-laws for the 
proper registration of marriages or for taking of census. 

Clause {d ). — Analogous Law :— 

S. 460, Bengal Municipal Act, SvS. 279 and 340 (11), Madras 
XV of 1932. City Municipal Act of 1919. 

S. 343, Behar and Orissa Act, Ss. 238 & 306 (11), Madras Dis- 
1922. ' trict Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 148, Bombay Disti'ict Muni- S. 298, Li.st 1—I (e) {/), U. P. 

cipal Act, III of 1901. Municipalities Act, 1916. 

Ss. 384, & 478(38), Calcutta City ; 

Municipal Act, III of 1923. i English Law— 

S. 179 (j), C. P. Municipal 1 Ss. 76, 77, 78, 80 & 9(', Public 

Act, n of 1922. 1 Health Act, 1875. 

Buildings let in lodgings and tenement buildings.— 

Bye-laws may be framed for regulating not only lodging 
houses but also buildings c.ailad tenements used by mem¬ 
bers of more than one family. The committee may also 

limit the number of occupiers of buildings in certain specified 
congested or overerowrded areas. The scope of the bye-laws 
under S. 1S8, clause (d) is wider in certain respects than the 
scope of S. 90, Public Health Act, 1875. 

The proper construction of the term lodgings ” is a 
matter of some difficulty, as there is no statutory definition 
of the term which is directly applicable to the case. A 
lodger may be described as a tenant wdth the right of 
exclusive use of part of a house, the landlord, by himself or 
agent, retaining general dominion over the house itself, 
^e effect, however, of judicial decisions is to show that 
the expression in a legal sense is susceptible of various 
interpretations. 

The expression is often used loosely of a person who 
enters into a contract for food and lod^ng with the keeper 
of a boarding house without stipulating for the exclusive 
occupation of a particular room or rooms, though a separate 
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apartment for sleejnng may in fact be given to him. Of 
tniSf Wright V. Stavert, (1860) 29 L. J. Q. B. 161, is an 
example. Bat it is most commonly used to designate a 
person who takes part of, or rooms in, a house, the landlord 
or his agent residing also on the premises and supplying him 
with “ attendance. ” In Allan v. Liverpool Overseers, (1874) 

L. R. 9. Q. B. 180, Blackburn, J., points out that “ a lo<^er in 

a house, although he has the exclusive use of rooms in the 
bouse in the sense that nobody else is to be there, and 
ttiough his goods are stowed there, is not in exclusive 
occupation • • • • because the landlord is there for the 

purpose of being able, as landlords commonly do in the 
case of lodgings, to have his own servants to look after the 
house and the furniture, and has retained to himself the 
occupation, though he has agreed to give the exclusive 
enjoyment of the occupation to the lodger.” Sir G. Jessel, 

M. R., in Bradley v. Baylis, (1881) 8 Q. B. D. 195 illustrates 
the meaning of the expression. The decision in that ease 
was on the Registration Acts, but the illustrations are of 
general application. He says: “ First of all, take the ease of 
a lodger. It seems to me as to unfurnished lodgings (and I 
will only deal with unfurnished lodgings as it is the only 
class of eases with reference to which questions are likely 
to arise), w’here the owmer of a house does not let the whole 
of it, but retains a part for his own residence, and resides 
tliere, and where he does not let out the passages, staircase 
and outer door, but gives to the “ inmates ” (I use that term 
for my present purpose) merely a right of ingress or egress 
and retains to himself the general control, with the right of 
interfering—I do not mean an actual interference but a 
right to interfere, a right to turn out trespassers, and so 
on; then I consider that such owmer is the occupying tenant 
of the house, and the inmate, w’hether he has or has not tlie 
exclusive use of the room, is a lodger. That is one extreme 
ease. Now I take another case, w’here the landlord lets out 
the whole of the house into separate apartments, and lets 
out each floor separately, so as to demise the passa^s, reserv¬ 
ing simply to each inmate of the upper floors the right of 
ingress or egress over the lower passages, but parts entirely 
with the whole legal ownership for the term demised, and 
retains no control over the house: there, in my opinion, the 
inmates are occupying tenants, and are capable of being 
rated as such. That is an extreme ease on the other side. 
There will be an immense number of intermediate cases, 
which, as I said before, can only be dealt with as they arise. 
Take such a ease as the first of those before us. Does it 
make any difference that the inmates have latch-keys to the 
outer door and also keys to the inner door? I think not. I 


.gift'll 
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think they are still lodgers notwithstanding. Does it make 
any difference that the landlord does not reside tJ^re 
personally, but has resident servants, who occupy, on his 
behalf, part of the house? I think not. I think that the 
inmates are still lodgers. On the other hand, suppose a 
landlord does not demise the whole of the house, but every¬ 
thing in it that can be demised, except the staircases and 
passages, etc , as to which he gives the inmates the right of 
ingress and egress, but exercises no control over, and does 
not reside in, the house. 1 think the inmates are occupying 
tenants. Here, again, does the fact of the landlord repairing 
or paying rates and taxes make any difference? J think not. 
Of course he has a right to enter to make such repairs, but 
still, in my opinion, that does not prevent the occupier being 
in rateable occupation.” 

Wlien rooms in a house are let out to separate occupiers 
the mere fact that the landlord resides in a separate set of 
rooms in the house does not of itself convert occupiers 
from inhabitant occupiers into lodgers. But such occupiers 
are merely lodgers when the resident landlord has a right of 
control over their rooms. Kent v. FittaU, (1906) 1 K. B. 60; 
69 J. P. 428. 

Occupied by members of more than one family. —The 

expression “ house let in lodgings or occupied by members of 
more than one family ” occurs also in S. 94 of the Public 
Health (London) Act, IbOl, and in a case under that section it 
was held that block of artisans’ dwellings, where the landlord 
did not reside, and which was divided into tenements occupied 
severally by different families, was not such a house, and 
therefore the authority had no jwwer make bye-laws for 
the regulation t)f the building: Weaiheritt v. Cantlay^ (1901) 
2 K. B. 28."); 65 J. P. 644. In a later case it was decided that 
the following was such a house, vis., an ordinary six-roomed 
house not specially constructed to be let in separate tene¬ 
ments, which had common staircase and common front door 
which was always kept open; on each flour were two rooms 
let to and occupied by a separate family; and the landlord 
did not reside on the premises or have any representative 
residing there. Kyffin v. Simmons, (1903) 67 .1. P.227; 1 
L, G. R. 381. 

Tenement building, whether a lodging-house in its entirety.— 

If a building is divided into separate and independent 
dwellings or tenements and those dw'ellings or tenements 
are such that the occupants of them do not to any extent use 
or occupy the building as a whole in common, then, even if 
separate tenements or some of them are actually used as a 
lod^ng-house, the building as a whole does not thereby 
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become a lodging-house, and only those separate and inde- 

E endent tenements whidb are used as lodging-houses need to 
e rostered and licensed. 

If a building as a whole is let in lodging or otherwise 
occupied to any extent in common by members of more than 
one family then it is a lodging-house and is subject to the 
bye-laws. If there is no such common occupation of the 
building as a whole but there is such common occupation of a 

E articular part of it then that particular part is a lodging- 
ouse but the building as a whole is not a lodging-house. If 
neither the building as a whole nor any part of it separately 
is occupied to any extent in common by members of more 
than one family, neither the building nor any part of it is 
a lodging-house. 1924 Rang. 109, 81 I. C. 960. 

Registration.— The keeper of a common lodging-house, 
having fulfilled the necessary preliminaries under S. 7b of the 
Public Health Act,applied to be registered under this section, 
and the authority passed a resolution that his house should 
be registered. The clerk did not carry out this resolution, 
and neither the keeper nor his house was formally registered. 
Eight months afterwards the authority resolved that his 
house should not be registered, and two months later they 
prosecuted him for keeping a common lodging-house without 
being registered. It was heli that for the purposes of the 
Act the resolution of the authority constituted registration 
and that the justices were right in refusing to convict. 
Coles V. Fibbens, (1884) 52 L T. 358. 

Ventilation etc. —A bye-law requirii^ the owners of 
lod^ng-houses “ ti> make such alterations in the construction 
and in the sanitary appliances and water-supply of the 
building as may seem necessary for keeping the building in a 
wholesome condition " is not ultra vires, as the framing of 
such a clause is authorised by sub-clause (it) of S. 188 (d) 
which mentions as one of tlie objects of such bye-law’s to be 
to promote cleanliness and ventilation in lodpng-houses, 
and rules for promoting ventilation must by their nature 
provide for the necessary structural alterations when the pur¬ 
poses of the bye-law cannot be attained without them. 

A notice to be valid must be reasonable and possible to 
comply with. It is not reasonable to require a house-owner 
to remove the latrines to a site outside and quite separate 
from the main building when no such site is available,^ nor to 
require him to close the latrines without the provisions of 
any otiier. 20 I. C. 740. 

Bye-law* not ultra vires .— Clause (r) of bye-law 19 framed 
by the Rangoon Municipality requiring the owners of lodging- 
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houses “ to make such alterations in the construction and in 
the sanitary appliances and water-supply of the building 
as may seem necessary for keeping the building in a whole¬ 
some condition ” is not ultra vires, as the framing of such 
a clause is authorized by sub-clause (w) of S. 142 (rf) which 
mentions one of the objects of such bye-laws to bo to promote 
cleanliness and ventilation in lodging-houses and the rules 
for promoting ventilation must by their nature provide for 
the necessary structural alterations when the purposes of 
the bye-law cannot be attained without them. 20 I. C. 740. 

Lodging-house.— A lodging-house need not be let in 
lod^ngs; it is still a lodging-house if it is occupied to any 
extent in common by members of more than one family. 


The persons living in the lodging-house are lodgers 
whether they pay rent or not and the owner of the lod^ng- 
house receives them when he allows them to occupy the 
building. 44 I. C. 674. 

A bye-law en.ioined that “ Premises used for 
hotels, lodging houses, boarding houses, choultries, rest 
houses, restaurants, eating-houses, cales, refrt'shment 
rooms, or coffee-houses or to which the public are 
admitted for the consumption of any food or drink 
shall be constructed of masonry or of such other dur¬ 
able materials, as may be approved by the chaii’man and no 
part thereof shall be constructed of inflammable materials.” 


Held, the bye-law’ is badly drafted as it does not prohibit 
anyone from doing anything, ft does not authorize the 
municipal chairman to issue to anyone any notice of any 
kind nor does it say that failure to olxjy a notice is punish¬ 
able. Hence a person who uses for hotels etc., any premises 
not constructed as mentioned in Bye-Law No. 1 will not 
be liable to penalty. 1933 Mad. 416. 

Clause {e} (i). Analogous Law .— 


S. 414, Bengal Municipal Act, l 
XV of 1932. I 

S. 291, Behar and Orissa Muni- i 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 172, Bombay Municipal ! 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 140, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, Tit of 1901. 

Ss. 399, 406 & 461 (w), Bombay 
City Municipal Act, Til of 
1888. 

'S. 142 (fif), Burma Municipal 
Act, m of 1898. 


Ss. 390, 478 (42) & 478 (44) k, 
(46 , Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, IIJ of 1923. 

Ss. 179 (i») & 180 (/), Central 
Pnwinces Municipal Act, II 
of 1922. 

Ss. 308 & 449 (14), Madras 

City Municipal Act, 1919. 

S. 306 (14), Madras District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 298 List 1-P. (d), U. P. 
Municipalities Act, 1916. 
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Seoftm of power to regulate.— >An authority whieh 
is frequently, if not generally, conferred upon muni¬ 
cipal corporations, is the power to regulate occupations, 
businesses, and other matters within the cit^. This power 
is sometimes conferred without the use of any other or 
qualifying words, but it is also frequently conferred in the 
form of authority to regulate, i^estrain, and license or other 
terms of similar import. Whether the power be conferred 
simply as power " to regulate.” or the power to regulate 
be granted in conjunction with other powers not importing 
an absolute prohibition, it may be laid down as a general 
rule, subject to some exceptions, that the power to regulate, 
does not authorize the absolute prohibition of the subject 
matter upon which the authority is to be exercised; mu<^ 
depends upon the nature of such subject-matter as to the 
scope of the power. In the exercise of the power to regulate, 
a city may exercise all reasonable forms of restraint over 
the thing regulated so long as it stops short of actual pro¬ 
hibition. To regulate is to govern by, or subject to, certain" 
rules or restrictions. It implies a power of restriction and 
restraint certainly within reasonable limits as to the manner 
of conducting specilied business, and also as to the building 
or erection in or upon whieh the business is to be conducted. 
By virtue of the power to regulate, it has been Ar/rf that the 
city council may by ordinance prohibit the carrying on of a 
business within certain specilied portions of the city. By 
virtue of a similar power to regulate, it has been that 

it is within the authority of the common council reasonably 
to limit the manner in whieh an act may be done by prohibit¬ 
ing one or more methods. By the weight of authority, al¬ 
though the decisions are not uniform, another form of regu¬ 
lation whieh may be prescribed by virtue of the power to 
regulate is the power to require a license to follow particular 
trades or occupations wnth an accompanying prohibition in 
the event of failure to procure tlie license. The implied 
authority to license W'hich flows from autliority to regulate 
confers authority on the city council to require the licensee 
to pay a reasonable license fee, but it cannot, under the 
guise of a licence or license fc.e or by virtue of its power to 
regulate, inqwse a tax upon the occupation. 

It may be taken as firmly established that the states and 
municipalities under legislative sanction possess the pow’er, 
because the states have never surrendered it, to prescribe 
such regulations as may be reasonably necessary and appro¬ 
priate for the protection of the public health and comfort. 
And for that purpose a state has the power in some cases 
to prohibit, and in other eases to regulate, trades and 
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occupations. Such occupations as are inherently dangeroiM 
and annoying to the community, or pertain to the public 
service, or are affected by a public use, are in the nature of 
privilege instead of rights. Some of them may be prohibited 
altogether, some within certain territorial limits, and others 
beyond a limited number, under the police power of the 
state, which arises from and rests upon_ the community 
right of self-protection and self-preservation. There are 
other occupations that may not be prohibited at all, and 
over which the power of the state, either through the legis¬ 
lature, or through legislative power delegated to municipal 
corporations, is confined to regulations for the general safety 
and welfare of the community. But there is a limit to the 
power of regulation. If a I’egulation, enacted by competent 
authority avowedly for the protection of the public safety, 
health, and welfare, has a real and substantial relation to 
these objects, and violates rights secured bv the fundamental 
law and interferes with the enjoyment of individual rights 
beyond the necessities of the case, such regulation exceeds the 
legislative authority of the state and cannot be sustained. 
And it has been said that certain trades and occupations are 
so innocuous and innocent that they cannot be made the sub¬ 
ject of regulation, either by the state or by a municipal cor¬ 
poration acting under delegated authority. But this state¬ 
ment must always be taken subject to the general rule that 
even these trades and occupations are subject to such regula¬ 
tions in the exercise of the police power as may be properly 
directed against the individuals composing the community at 
large. In other cases, regulations directed against special 
features of certain trades, but having no real and substan¬ 
tial relation to, or necessity for, the protection of the public 
safety and welfare, have been declared to be invalid, 
although the trades themselves might be regarded as properly 
requiring regulation in c*ther respects in the public interest. 
Dillon, pp. 1000 to 1009. 

In the Punjab Municipal Act power to license and power 
to regulate is separately and specifically given, and hence 
power to regulate cannot be used to include power to 
license. 

Regulation may mean restriction as to time and place. 
See Municipal Corporation of City of Toronto v. Virgo (1896) 
A. C. 88 at pp. 93-4 cited in 28 Bom. 253. 

Clause (e) (*). Grain Rodowns—Grain. —The word ‘‘grain*’ 
would not include rice paddy without husks or broken rice, 
and godown for storage of rice cannot be regulated under 
this provision. Grain is confined to natural products 
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of the earth untreated except by gathering. 1926 Mad. 
251; 49 Mad, 219. 

The term grain ” is confined popularly to seed 
or Cereal plants and pulse or dal is not included in grain. 

It is therefore not necessary to take out a license for storing 
dal, and no offence is committed if dal is stored without * 
Ucense. 1931 Oal. 706,132 I. C. 900. 

Slaughter-houses. —See Notes under S. 167. 

Bye-laws restricting the slaughter of certain specified 
class of animals cannot fe regarded as ultra vires as regu¬ 
lating matters not pertaining to health. It is not healUi 
alone the preservation of which the Municipal Act has in 
view. Safety, convenience and welfare of the public are 
also the objects of the Act. If with the object of securing 
the welfare of the public the committees seek to restrict 
wholesale slaughter of specified class of animals we do not 
think the bye-laws will be ultra vires. 

Clause (e) {n'>—Analogous Law ■— 

S. ?Wr), Bengal District Munici- City Municipal Act, III of 
pal Act, 1884. 1923. 

Ss. 402 & 414. Bengal Municipal Ss. 300, 301, 304, 308 <Ss 349 
Act, XV of 1932. (18), Madras City Municipal 

S. 276, Behar and Orissa Muni- Act, 1919. 

cipal Act, 1922. _ Ss. 2^60-8 & 306 (18), Madras 

S. 61 (a) Bombay Municipal District Municipal Act, V of 

Boroughs Act, 1925. 1920. 

Ss. 48 («) fi) & 140, Bombay .Ss. ]2r) & 129, Rangoon City 
District Municipal Act, III Municipal Act, 1922. 

of 1901. Ss. 241, 298-Li8t 1— P. {a){d), 

Ss. 399, 406, 407 & 461 (fcl, U. P. MnnicipalitiesJ Act, 
Bombay City Municipal Act, 1916. 

Ill of 1888. S. 165, Punjab District Board 

Ss.401, 405 & 478 (8), Calcutta Act, 1883. 

Markets.— A market is a place appointed by public 
authority where all sorts of things necessary to the sub¬ 
sistence or for the convenience of life are sold; or, in other 
words, it is a designated place in a town or city to wMch 
all persons can repair who wish to buy or sell articles 
there exposed for sale. A market is a public place for 
buying and selling. The authority to establish and regu¬ 
late markets falls within the police power of the state, 
which is delegated to municipal corporations. The power 
of the public authority to inspect and control the sale of 
articles of food intended for human consumption being 
conceded, the object being the preservation of the health 
of the community, the power exists in municipal corpor¬ 
ations to establish and regulate and control markets wiwji 
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their respective local jurisdictions. The right to establish 
and regulate cannot be used to create a monopoly of the 
right to sell, or so as to deny the right of consumers and 
producers of market supplies to deal with each other direct¬ 
ly ; and all regulations must be reasonable, uniform and not 
in restraint of trade. 

Meaning of market.— A market is a place set apart for 
the meeting of the general public of buyers and sellers freely 
open to any such, to assemble together, where any seller may 
expose his goods for sale and any buyer may purchase. It is 
not the owner of the premises but the person who keeps open 
the market that is presumably the person who collects or has 
collected for him the fees levied in the market for the expo¬ 
sure and sale of the goods who is punishable. 1925 Mad. 
1095, 87 I. C. 973. 

Fair. —Under the English common law, a market is a 
franchise conferring a right to hold a concourse of buyers 
and sellers. Though strictly applicable to the right itself, the 
term is often, and not incorrectly, applied to the concourse of 
buyers and sellers or to the market-places, or to the time of 
holding the market. The word “ fair ” conveys a like idea. 
Market is the term generally used for a concourse held often 
enough to meet the daily or weekly needs of a locality, while 
the term “ fair ” is usually employed for a concourse of 
buyers and sellers, which arises once or upon few’ occasions 
only during the year. Every fair is a market, but every 
market is not a fair. A market is generally holdable more 
frequently than a fair; and the derivation of fair (from 
the Latin word feria, which signifies a holiday) is marked 
by the amusements which are usually provided when fairs 
are held. These amusements have sometimes swamped the 
business of buying and selling, and their tendency has been 
to tarnish the fair name of franchise. 

Applicability of English Law. — English law relating to 
market has no application to land-owners who have a right 
to hold markets or bazaars upon their lands and the holding 
of markets would, it seems, include the levying of tolls or 
market dues. At the same time Government is empowered 
to introduce legislation with respect to markets as markets 
are matters concerning public. 1932 Nag. 159; 141 I. C. 450. 

Right to hold market on one’s own land —Grant of Fran¬ 
chise, See 29 All, 740. 

There is no legal objection to the holding by any person 
of a “ hat *’ or market, whenever he may please, provided he 
does so on his own land and in such a way as not to be a 
nuisance to neighbouring land-holders who have equal rights 
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with him. In England the market rights are derived from 
royal charter grants or prescription. 1907 A. W. N. 248, 
4 All. L. J. 728; 29 All. 740. 

Regfdation and supervision of market. —The power to 
regulate or supervise does not include a power to license. 
C/. 1927 Rang. 188. 

Classes of markets. —Mirkets are of two kinds: public 
and private. Public markets are those markets which are 
the property of municipal corporations and which are 
maintained and controlled by them. I’rivate markets are 
those markets which are owned by private indivitluals, but 
which are licensed and kept under the ci>ntrol of municipal 
corporations. 

Public markets.— Municipal corporations are enjoined to 
own public markets. For that purpose they can acquire 
lands, and after having actjuired lands, they can build and 
maintain the same. A public market may not be established 
so as to interfere with any rights, jxnvers or privileges in 
the nature of a franchise enjoyed within the district by any 
person, unless that person consents. 

Private markets.— There is no legal objection to the hold¬ 
ing by any person of a market, w’henever and wherever he 
may please, provided that he does so on his owm land and 
in such a w'ay as not to be a nuisance to neighbouring land- 
ow'ners who have equal rights with him. Aiyangar’s Law of 
Municipal Cor^x'irations, pp 049-650. 

Private market_establishing or keeping a private 

maricet.— The accused with the sanction of the municipality 
erected a structure designed to be let as small shops abutting 
on a street. The shops w'ere let to tenants. There was no in¬ 
ter-communication between the shops. Each tenant was in¬ 
dependent of the other. Majority of tenants sold fruits. The 
shops looked like stalls or booths: Held that the structure wsis 
nothing more than a collection of shops and its user - did not 
constitute a private market. Fruits are articles of human 
food. 52 Bom. 780; 1928 Bom. 418. 

Private market converted into public market.— Any con¬ 
sideration of vested rights being divested cannot avail, the 
courts have to administer law and not to make it. 1932 Nag. 
105; 139 I. C. 374. 

Regulation of u«e of places as markets.— This power of 
regulation will not enable committees to prohibit the use of 
private shop for selling articles; use of the shop will not be 
a market. 11 Bom. 106. 

Private property is used as a market when it is used as 
a public place for buying and selling. 29 Mad. 185. 
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Fees, rent and other charges. —These correspond to tolls 
diarged on sale of articles and to stallage charged for c^u- 
pation of space in the market. Broadly speaking, toll is a 
sum payable upon a sale in the market, while stallage is a 
sum payable in respect of the exclusive occupation of a 
portion of the soil: See Northampton {Mayor of) v. Ward, 
(1745) 2 Stra. 1238, and Swindon Central Market Co., Ltd, 
V. Panting, (lb72) 27 L. T. 578. Rent for space in the 
market is only another name for stallage, though, ^rhaps, 
it is more usually applied when the accommodation is of a 
more fixed and substantial character than a movable stall, 
or when the hiring is for a more extended period, as for a 
week, month, or longer. 

Municipalities are not empowered to make rules which 
would enable them to confiscate private rights without 
making compensation or to treat as nuisances acts which are 
not in law or \\ith regard to public health or convenience 
capable of being considered nuisances. 

The clause gives to municipal Iwards power to make 
bye-laws for prohibiting the establishment of markets, i, e., 
to prevent new markets being established, and to give them 
power to control the maintenance of existing markets or 
of markets which might be established with their sanction. 
Cf. 19 All. 313. 

Clause (e) (Hi).—Analogous Law :— 

Ss. 415 & 417, Bengal Municipal Municipal Act, Til of 1888. 

Act, XV of 1932. . S. 179 (d), Central Provinces 

S. 48 (e), Bombay District i Municij>al Act, II of 1922. 

Municipal Act, IIIofl90j. 8. 298, Li.st 1—H. (a), U. P. 
Ss. 418 & 461 (o), Bombay City Municipalities Act, 1916. 

Standard weights. —The clause permits committees to 
define standard weights and measures for use in munici¬ 
palities. If bye-laws have been framed, then any body 
using weights or measures not of prescribed standards 
will ne guilty of breach of the bye-laws. Cf. Ss. 265-7 of 
Indian Penal Code which punish the fraudulent use of false 
weights and measures. 

Clause (e) (iv).—Analogous Law :— 

S. 258, Beharand Orissa Act, 1922. j S. 142 (/), Burma Municipal Act. 

Fairs. — See Note under Markets. 

Clause (e) (v). —Analogous Law :— 

S. 350 (d), Bengal District Muni- 1 Municipal Act, III of 1928. 

pal Act, 1884. ' S. 179 {1), Central Provinces 

S.61 (1) (ic), Bombay Municipal j Act, IT of 1922. 

Act, 1925. I Ss. 249 (22), 325 & 326, Madras 

S. 48 (g), Bombay District j City Municipal Act, 1919. 

Municipal Act, HI of 1901. i Ss. 284 & 306 (22), Madras 
S. 441, Bombay City Municipal | District Municipal Act, V of 
Act, III of 1888. { 1920. 

Ss. 478 (65)&(66), Calcutta City | 
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Bjre-law* regardmg burial and burning groundf.— 

Notes under S. 107. 

Clause < e) (vi) . —Analogous Law :— 

S. 350(6), l^ngal District Muni* ' S. 478 (32), Calcutta City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1884. I cipal Act, III of 1923. 

S 355, Bengal Municpal Act, S. 179 ((), Central Provinces 
XV of 1932. Municipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 61 (l)(p), Bombay Municipal : S, 349 (3), Madras City Munici- 
Boroughs Act, 1925. pal Act, 1919. 

S, 48 ik)y Bombay District Muni- S. 306(3), Madras District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1901. cipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 461 (6), Bombay City Munici- S. 235, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
pal Act, III of 1888. 1916. 

Bye-laws under S. 188 (r) {vi) have for their object the 
protection of public health by empowering committees to 
regulate, protect and supervise public wells and other 
sources of w'ater supply for use of the inhabitants. 

Clause (e) {vii).—Analogous Law:— 

S. 282, Behar and Orissa Muni- S. 478(45), Calcutta City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. cipal Act, HI of 1923. 

S. 137, Burma Municipal Act, III S. 149, (''entral Provinces Munici- 
of 1898. pal Act, II of 1922. 

Clause {e) {vii) empowers committees to regulate 
theatres, cinemas and other places of public resort or 
amusements. 

Clause (/).—Under bye-law XVlIf framed under this 
clause the appointment of an agent by a non-resident house 
owner of Simla must be notified to the engineer secretary of 
the municipal committee. 

No person can be recognised as an agent unless and - 
until his appointment is so notified. 

F’ailure to notify such appointment renders the owner 
liable to the penalty provided in clause (4) of the bye-law\ 
P. R. 21of 11)11 Cr.;UI.C 193. 

Clause (6).— Analogous Law.— 

S. 263, Bengal District Municipal S. 478 (34), Calcutta City Munici- 
Act, 1884. pal Act, III of 1923. 

S, 372, Bengal Municij)al Act, XV S. 135, Central Provinces Monici- 
of 1932. PS’l Xct, 11 of 1922. 

S. 261 Behar and Orissa Munici- S.s. 282-4 & 349 (15), Madras 
pal Act, 1923. City Municipal Act, 1919. 

S. 61(1) (e), Bombay Municipal Ss 245-7, Madras District Muni- 
Boroughs Act, 1925. cipal Act, V of 1920. 

Where lessees keep horses in a stable, the owners cannot 
be held responsible for using the stable without a license, 
25 Cal. 625. 
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Where license has been rendered necessary there mast 
be regular user of the place for keeping more than a certain 
number of cattle, etc. Mere temporal^ user for such purpose 
will not render the license necessary. 30 Mad 220. 

Bye-laws ultra vires .— The Municipal Committee of Delhi 
framed bye-laws under S. 188 (ft) and in the bye-law the 
definition of an occupier was: “ Occupier means the^ person 
who is responsible for the letting or sub-letting of 
the premises to the person in charge of animals and may 
include the owmer.” 

The same term is differently defined in S. 3 (10) 
of the Act. It was held the bye-law was ultra vires. 
The definition of an “ occupier ” given in the bye-law 
made by the Delhi Municipality under S. 188 is inconsistent 
with the definition of the same term given in the Act itself 
and is therefore ultra vires. 1921 Lab. 135; 2 fjah. 237; 64 
1. a 132. 

A bye-law must conform with the provisions of the 
enactment under w’hich it purports to be made. A bye-law 
which differs materially from the Act, should not be 
enforced. 

The Blnglish law as to the necessity of bye-laws being 
reasonable is applicable to bye-laws framed in the exercise 
of their statutory powers bv municipal boards in India. 24 
All. 439. 

Licensing of stables.— Under 8. 386* of Bengal Act, III 
of 1923, the discretion of the corporation in refusing license 
is absolute. It has therefore absolute power to refuse a 
license to any particular premises within a particular area 
even though the corporation has not excluded generally 
that area under 8. 387. 1932 Cal 269. 

Estoppel.— The granting of a license under the taxing 
sections such as S. 175 and S. 179 of Calcutta City 
Municipal Act does not have the effect of preclud¬ 
ing the corporation from refusing to grant a further license 
under S. 386*. 1932 Cal. 209,136 I. C. 63S. 

Liability of oiwner for use of premises by tenants. —Where 
a landlord leases out premises to a tenant on a monthly rent 
and such tenant in turn lets it out to a sub-tenant and it is 
not proved that the landlord, when letting out, permitted the 
tenant to use it for certain purposes which require a license, 
nor is it shown that the landlord could have prevented 
such use of the premises, the landlord cannot be held 


*Cf. S. 121 of the Punjab Act. 
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liable for the use of the premises without any license within 
the meaning of bye-laws under S. 1S8 (A), 1931 Cal. 5. 

S. 394 of Bombay City Municipal Act renders punishable 
the use without license of premises for keeping or allowing to 
be kept for cattle, horses, etc., for hire. Accused was joint 
owmer of a place part of which was let out to several tenants. 
The tenants kept bullocks on the place, some in huts and 
some on the waste land. The bullocks were for hire but the 
place was not licensed by the committee under S. 394. 
Accused knew that bullocks were kept on the land. Held 
that tile accused was guilty whether the bullocks were kept 
upon leased land or on waste land not leased out. Following 
Regina V. Heyworth, (18(56) 14 L. T. N. S. 600, it was held that 
the owner uses the place for the prohibited purpose by letting 
it out for that purpose. License is not to the person but to the 
place and the penalty is imposed on every person who uses a 
place without license. 17 1. C. 529 ; 14 Bom. L. R. 885. 
Similarly in a ease the accused let out certain premises to a 
tenant. For several years to the knowledge of the accused 
the premises were used by the tenant or his sub-tenants for 
the purpose of stabling bullocks in contravention of S. 394. 
In the lease given by the accused the tenant had undertaken 
not to use the premises for any purpose prohibited by the 
municipality. The accused was held guilty as despite the 
terms of the lease, he allowed the unwarranted use of tlie 
premises. 17 I. C. 532. 

See however 2 Lah. 239 noted on p. 26. 

Nuisance by stables. —Licence for using premises as 
stables does not justify the commission of nuisance to any 
resident in the locality. 48 Bom. 241; 1924 Bom. 241. 

Creation of*nuisance, private or public. — It may be that if 
a person keeps a very large number of horses and the locality 
is very thickly populated it may cause discomfort, nuisance 
and injury to health not only to the residents of two or 
three houses but of a large number of houses. In that ease 
it would be a public nuisance: 1925 Bom. 458; 87 1. C. 771. 
See also 33 I. O. l92; 17 Bom. L. R. 1040 as to nuisance 
created by bullock carts and bullock stables and as to 
rights and remedies of neighbours. 

Grunt or refusal of licenses—Jurisdiction of court.— 

Discretion to grant a license includes power to refuse it, 
and the exercise of the said discretion cannot be controlled 
by a court of law. The court cannot substitute its own 
judgment for that of the local authority. Unless it is el^r 
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beyond doubt that it is udng its authority with some indirect 
motive and for a collateral purpose, not fo r the purpose for 
which the legislature has armed it with the power, the court 
oaniKjt interfere with its discretion. All stables, cattle-sheds 
and cow-houses are under the control of the municipal 
authorities as regards their site, construction, materials and 
dimensions, and the municipal authorities may by written 
notice require that any stable, cattle-shed or cow-house be 
adtered, paved, retired, disinfected or kept in such a state 
as to admit of its being sufficiently cleaned or be supplied 
with water, or be connected with a sewer or be demolished; 
and if any stable, cattle-shed, or cow-house is not kept in 
the manner prescribed, the municipal authority may direct 
by a written notice that the same shall no longer be used 
as a stable, cattle-shed or cow-house. If the place is not 
regularly used as a cattle-yard, no license need be taken out. 
Aiyangar’s “ Law of Municipal Corporations ” pp. 402-3. 

Clatise (i).— Analogous Law ’.— 

S. 414 (e), Bengal Municipal Act, cipal Act, III of 1923. 

XV of 1932. S. 141, Central Provinces Munici- 

S. 139, Bombay District Munici- pal Act, TI of 1922. 

pal Act, III of 1901. S. 126, Rangoon City Municipal 

S. 412, Bombay City Municipal Act, 1922. 

Act, m of 1888. S. 240 & 298 List 1—F(«>, U. P. 

S. 478 (51), Calcutta City Muni- ; Municipalities Act, 1916. 

Having regard to the provisions of S. 167 and bye-laws 
under clause (e) (i), this clause is very necessary' and 
bye-laws under this clause may lie combined with those under 
clause (e) (*■). Without bye-laws under clause (*) the 

bye-laws under clause (e) (i) will not be of much use. 

Cbuise (;■).—This can only apply to slaughter of animals 
for private use when the animals are slaughtered neither 
for sale nor for religious purpose. 

CUuuie (^). - Analogous Law: — 

S. 350 (oa), Bengal District ' R. 179 (w', C. P. Municipal 

Municipal Act, 1884. 1 Act, IT of 1922. 

Cf. S. 185. Kven permission contemplated under the 
bye-laws framed under this clause will not exonerate a 
person from prosecution under S. 185 if the fire-works, etc., 
are discharged in such a manner as is likely to endanger 
life or property. 

Clause (/).— Analogous Law ".— 

S. 61 (1) («), Bombay Municipal i Municipal Act, III of 1923. 

Boroughs Act, 1925. S. 349 (3) (d>, Madras City 

S. 48 (r), Bombay District Muni- Municipal Act, 1919. 

cipal Act, HI of 1901. S 306 {5>, Madras District 

8. 478 (9) and(lO), Calcutta City I Municipal Act, V of 1920. . 
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Clause (w).— AhoIoqohs Low:— 

S. 61 (1) (p), Bombay Municipal { S. 48 ( 1 ), Bombay District 

Boroughs Act, 1925. I Municipal Act, HI of 1901. 

Clauae («). — Analogous Law '.— 

S. 478 (18), Calcutta City Muni- S. 306 (28), Madras District 
cipal Act, Tn of 1923. Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 179 (x). Central Provinces S. 298 List 1—H (/) U. P. Muni- 
Municipal Act, TI of 1922. cipalities Act, 1916. 

Clause (o),— Analogous Law :— 

S. 185, Bihar and Orissa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. S. 194, Cantonment Act, 11 of 

S. 247, C. P. Municipal Act, 1922. 1921. 

When bye-laws have been framed, the notice requiring 
compliance with those bye-laws should be definite and should 
convey full information as to the requirements of the 
boundary walls to be erected or re-erected. Any notice 
defective in these respects need not be complied with. 

Clause (/>).—Analogous Law :— 

350 (a), Bengal District Munici- j cipal Act, HI of 1901. 

pal Act, 1884. ■ S. 179 (tt), Central Provinces 

S. 245, Bengal Municipal Act, . Municipal Act, H of 1922. 

XV of 1932. ' S. 346 (8) (c), Madras District 

S. 6l (1) (si, Bombay Munici- i Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

pal Borouglis Act, 1925. I S. 298 List 1—H (6), U. P. Muni- 

S. 48 (c), Bombay District Muni- cipalities Act, 1916. 

Traffic.— It is within the power of the legislature to 
regulate the traffic upon the streets of a city. Thus, it 
may, subject always to the legal rights of the abutters, 
exclude business traffic from a public street and direct 
that it be used for pleasure purposes only. It may 
delegate this power to the municipality. Ordinances reason¬ 
ably regulating the traffic are legislative acts, which are not 
subject to judicial control. By virtue of delegated authority, 
the municipality may by ordinance limit and i^strict the 
speed of vehicles in the streets of the municipality; may 
make other reasonable regulations as to the use of the streets 
and the avoidance of obstructions therein; may require 
vehicles using the city streets to be licensed; and it may 
retiuire tliat vehicles using the city streets or waiting therein 
for passengers, shall obey the directions of the police officers 
stationed in the streets and public places. By virtue of the 
supervision and control of the streets vested by statute in a 
municipality, it has been held that it is within the power of 
the municipality to require that any vehicle carrying a heavy 
load shall use a particular portion of the street, or require 
vehicles carrying heavy loads to use wide tyres. Power to 
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make such ordinance “respecting streets, wagons, carts, drays, 
etc., as to the council shall appear necessary for the security, 
welfare, and convenience of the city," authorises an 
ordinance regulating the weight which wagons and other 
vehicles employed in the transportation of goods, wares, or 
produce of any kind shall carry through the streets of the 
city. In thus holding, the court admitted that “ an ordinance 
which would operate as a total exclusion of the right of the 
citizen to pass over the streets of the city with his loaded 
wagon and team would be unreasonable and void, as against 
common right; but the ordinance in (inestion merely regu¬ 
lates the exercise and enjoyment of the right, and is valid.” 
Dillon, p. 1852. 

The Municipal Board of Nainital passed a bye-law under 
powers conferred upon it by S. 118 (c) of Local Act I of 1900 
to the following effect, namely: “ No coolie whether bearing 
loads or not, no servant except in attendance on his master 
and no prostitute shall use the Upper North Mall at any 
time.” 

Held that as regards the words, “ no servant except in 
attendance on his master” this was under the circumstances 
an unreasonable bye-law and the court declined to give effect 
to it. 24 All. 439. 

The English law as to the necessity of a bye-law being 
reasonable is applicable to bye-laws framed in the exercise 
of their statutory power by municipalities. 24 All. 439. 

See 51 I. C. 341 noted on p. 534. The municipal committee 
is entitled to close a street for a particular class of traffic. 
50 I. C. 215. 

Clause (q).—Analogous Law:— 

S. 179 (r), C- P. Municipal Act, 1922. 

Cf. The provisions of S. 121 under which places 
used as depot for trade in certain specified combustible 
materials have to be licensed, while places used as a store¬ 
house of explosive and other inflammable oils or spirits 
whether for trade or not are similarly to be licensed. Com¬ 
mittees sometimes appear to confuse the provisions of these 
different sections and are not correct in not licensing places 
used for depot for trade in combustible materials unless the 
quantity exceeds a maximum limit fixed under these bye¬ 
laws. 

Clause —Analogous Law :— 

S. 179 (»)» C. P. Municipal Act, I S 298-List 1—H (A), U. P. 

1922. I Municipalities Act, 1916. 
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Forfeiture of animals at large; notice; legal proceedings:— 

The right to denounce a forfeiture against animals running at 
large in a town or city, contrary to the provisions 
of ordinance forbidding it, must be 'plainly conferred 
or it will not be held to exist. This is in accordance with 
the rule of the English courts, that a statute will not be 
taken to invest, by implication, a municipal corporation 
with the extraordinary powers of forfeiting the property of 
the subject, and that if it be intended that any such, power 
shall be given, it must be by express words to that effect. 
The courts agree in holding that when the power to denounce 
the forfeiture against such animals is given, there should be 
notice, either actual or constructive, or prior legal proceed¬ 
ings. The view of the courts will best understood by re¬ 
ferring to some of the eases upon the subject. In Mississippi, 
an ordinance authorising the seizure and sale of hogs run¬ 
ning at large, without notice or trial, or opportunity for 
trial, and providing that one-half of tlie proceeds of the sales 
should go to the hospital and the other half to the city 
marshal, was held to be in violation of the constitution^ 
provision that no person “ can be deprived of his property 
but by due course of law,** and securing right to a jury 
trial. 

In North Carolina the general principle was declared 
that an ordinance of an incorporated town which authorizes 
the property of one man to be taken from him and given to 
another, without any notice to the owner or trial of his 
rights, was unlawful. The tow’n authorities, under power 
given to make ordinances for the removal of nuisances and 
for the good government of the town, passed an ordinance 
to this effect: “ That every hog at large in the said town 

shall be taken up and penned, and advertised to be sold on 
the third day: and unless the owner should pay the charges 
(specified in the ordinance) for taking up and keeping such 
hog, and a sale is effected, the money arising therefrom 
after paying the charges, shall be paid over to the owner 
of tht; said hog. The validity of this ordinance was drawn 
in question, and two points were ruled by the Supreme 
Court: (1) That the ordinance was reasonable, and the 
corporation, under the power above referred to, h^ author¬ 
ity to pass it; (2) That it sufficiently provided for notice 
to the owner by the impounding of the animal, and the three 
days* public advertisement, and that personal notice was 
not necessary. In a subsequent ease in the same court a 
similar ordinance was sustained. It was objected that it 
W^as invalid, because it provided for no judicial decision 
condemning the property to be sold. This objection the 
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court regarded as insuflSeient, since the owner may, if he 
choose, have a full investigation of the case by bringing, an 
action of replevin as in any other case of distress.” 
Dillon, pp. 958-60. 

Stray animals are not generally ownerless, but if after 
notice they are not claimed within the time specified in the 
bye-laws, they will be presumed to be ownerless. 

Clause (s).~Analogous Law :— 

S. 153, Behar and Orissa Muni- j 1922. 

cipal Act, 1922. 1 S. 298 List 1—H. (t)--(l) U. P. 

S. 179 (y), C. P. Municipal Act, Municipalities Act, 1916. 

See also the provisions of S. 109 and 110 as regards 
mad and stray dugs. 

Clause (t ).— This is a new clause introduced by the 
Amendment Act, II of 1923 and the Punjab Amendment Act, 
III of 1933. Hand-carts kept or plying for hire for conveyance 
of goods can be regulated under clauses (a) and (b) of this 
section. 

Hand-carts employed for transport or hawking articles 
can now be licensed and the persons using them will also 
require to be licensed. 

Clause (m).— Analogous Law :— 

Ss. 2.36 & 245, Bengal Municipal Act, Ill of 1888. 

Act, XV of 1932. S. 478 (1), Calcutta City Munici- 

S. 180, Behar and Orissa Muni- pal Act, HI of 1923. 

cipal Act, 1922. i 70, Central Provinces Munici- 

S, 90 (2), Bombay Municijjal : pal Act, II of 1922. 

Boroughs Act, 1923. ' S. 163, Rangoon City Municipal 

S. 70, Bombay District Municji)al Act, 1922. 

Act, 1901. I S. 293, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

S. 310, Bombay City Municipal I 1916. 

This is also a new clause added by the recent 
Amendment Act, II of 1923, and the Amendment Act of 1925. 
This clause now expressly allows committees to charge rent 
of streets used for deposit of articles. The case reported in 
(1923) Lah. 272 is no longer good law. 

Fees end rent.— These will now be recoverable under S. 
81 of the Act. 

Clause (t/).— Analogous Law: — 

S. 61 (1) (56), Bombay Munici- S. 298, last 1-H. (ju), U. P. 

pal Boroughs Act, 1925. , Municipalities Act, 1916. 

S. 142 (#), Burma Municipal Act,] 

in of 1898. I 
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This is a general clause empowering committees to frame 
bye-laws on matters not specifically mentioned. Bye-laws 
under this clause will be of the class similar to tJiose specifi. 
cally mentioned. These bye-laws must have for their object 
to carry out the purposes of the Act. 

Construction of the general grant of power. —Municipal 
charters, or incorporating acts, are sometimes silent as to the 
power to pass bye-laws or ordinances; and where this is the 
ease, the municipal body has the power, incidental to all 
corporations, to enact appropriate bye-laws. Occasionally, 
the charter or incorporating act, without any specific enume¬ 
ration of the purposes for which bye-laws may be made, 
contains a general and comprehensive grant of power to pass 
all such as may seem necessary to the well-being and good 
Order of the place. More freciuently, however, the charter 
or incorporating Act authorises the enactment of bye-laws in 
certain specified cases, and for certain purposes; and after 
this specific enumeration a general provision is added, that 
the corporation may make any other bye-laws or regulations 
necessary to its welfare, good order, etc., not inconsistent 
with the constitution or laws of the State. This difference 
is essential to be observed, for the power which the corpora¬ 
tion would possess under wrhat may, for convenience, be 
termed the general w'elfare clause,*' if it stood alone, may 
be limited, qualified, or, when such intent is manifest, im¬ 
pliedly taken away by provisions specifying the particular 
purposes for which bye-laws may be made, it is clear that 
the general clause can confer no authority to abrogate the 
limilations contained in special provisions. 

Such would undoubtedly be the proper construction if 
this were the only power given to the city to pass ordinances 
or bye-la>V8. It should then be somewhat liberally construed. 
But if such a general grant is given in connection with, or at 
the end of a long list of specific powers, perhaps so extended 
a construction might not then be due to it. The power con¬ 
ferred by the general welfare clause is or may be restricted 
by reference to other provisions of the charter or constituent 
Act. 


Special and general grants of authority.— When there are 
both special and general provisions, the power to pass bye¬ 
laws under the special or express grant can only be exercised 
in the cases and to the extent, as respects those matters 
allowed by the charter or incorporating Act; and the pow’er 
to pass bye-laws under the general clause does not enlarge 
or annul the power conferred by the special provisions in 
relation to their various subject-matters, but gives authority 
to pass bye-laws, reasonable in their character, upon all 
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other matters within the scope of Uieir municipal authority 
and not repugnant to the constitution and general laws of 
the state. And it has been very properly held that a special 
grant of power to a municipal cormration to adopt ordinances 
on enumerated subjects connected with municipal concerns 
is in a^itlon to the incidental power of the corporation. 
Ordinances cannot enlarge or change the charter or statute. 
Since all the powers of a corporation are derived from the 
law and its charters, it is evident that no ordinance or bye¬ 
law of a corporation can enlarge, diminish, or vary its 
powers. A similar rule obtains in England, wnere it is^ held 
ttot neither the King's charter nor any bye-law ^n intro¬ 
duce an alteration in rules which have been prescribed to a 
corporation by an act of Parliament. Bye-laws are in their 
nature strictly local and subordinate to the general laws. 
Dillon, pp. 921-3. 

All bye-laws which have for their objects the carrying 
out of the purposes of this Act or the preservation, mainte- 
naiwe, promotion of the safety, health, welfare and conveni¬ 
ence of inhabitants will be upheld under this clause though not 
specifically permitted. 

Than bye-law*. - Certain municipalities adopted model 
bye-laws regulating the erection or re-erection of tharas. 
These were framed under the general clause. So far as the 
bye-laws required the previous sanction of the committee for 
re-erection the bye-laws were ultra vires. Even the recent 
amendment of S. 172 cannot justify the existing thara bye-laws. 

189. (1) No person shall erect or re-erector commence 

to erect m* re-erect any building without the sanction of the 
ngMumcipal committee. 

(2) Every person who intends to erect or re-erect any 
bnilcling shall give notice in writing to the municipal committee 
of such intention. 

(3) A committee shall by bye-laws - 

(a) prescribe the manner in which notice of the intmtion 
to erect or re-erect a building shall be given to the 
committee. 

{i) require that with every such notice shall be furnished 
a site plan of the land on which it is intended to 
erect or re-erect such building and a plan and 
specification of the building, of such character and 
with such details as the bye-law may require; 

(c) where the building aiqiears Ukely to be used as a 
factory, reqi^ ^ provision of adequate housing 
accomiiMMlation in connection tfaerewUh. 
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(4) Whore bye-laws have been framed imder thu stetkm 
no notice under tub-tection (2) shall be considered to be valid 
imtil the informatimii if any reqidred by such bye-laws, has been 
famished to the satisfaction of the committee. 

In munieipalities to which Executive Officers Act is 
applied S. 189 should Ije deemed to have been amended as 
shown below: - 

189. (1) No person shall erect or re-erect or commence to 

erect or re-orect any building without the sanction of the 
Executive Offica*: 

Provided that the Executive Odicer shall not, without the 
approval of the committee, sanction the erection or re-erection 
of any building which involves any projection or encroachment 
over or upon any land vested in the committee or any land, the 
property of Government, which has been transferred to the 
committee for management; 

Provided further that if the Executive Officer refuses to 
sanction the erection or re-erection by any person of any build¬ 
ing except on the ground that such erection or re-erection would 
be in contravention of any bye-law or of any general scheme 
sanctioned by the Commissioner restricting the erection cnr re¬ 
erection of buildings or any class of buildings, such person may, 
within fifteen days from the date of the service of the Executive 
Officer's order refusing to sanction such erection or re-erection, 
appeal to the committee, and the connnittee's decisiim shall, 
subject to the provisions of Sections 225, 232 and 236, be final. 

(2) Every person who intends to erector re-erect any 
building shall give notice in writing to the Executive Officer of 
such intention. 

(3) Same as Clause (3) above 

(4) Where bye-laws have been framed under this section 
no notice ondor sub-section (2) shall be considered to be valid 
until the information, if any required by such bye-laws, has been 
fumiabed to the satirfaction of the Executive Officer. 

Notes. 

S. 92 of the old Act has been recast and split up into 
several sections. S. 189 reproduces with important changes 
only clause (1) of the old S. 92. The effect of these changes 
is indicated in the following notes. 

Recmit changes.— Clause (3) has been substituted by S. 72 
of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933. 

The original clause (3) as amended by Act II of 1926 
read as follow;— 




Section 189 
as amended 
by Executive 
Officers Act 





A committee may by bye-law 

(а) prescribe the manner in which notice of the intention to 
. erect or re-erect a building shall {ye given to the committee; 

(б) require that with every such notice shall be fui^tshed 

site plan of the land on which it is intended to erect or re- 
erect such building and a plan and specification of the 
building, all of such character and with such details as the 
bj^e-law may require in respect of all or any of the 
matters following, viz .— 

(?) free passage or way in front of the building; 

(ii) space to be left about the building to secure free circula¬ 
tion of air and faciliate scavenging and for the pre\^en- 
tion of fire; 

(aO ventilation and the provision and position of drains, 
privies, latrines, or cesspools; 

{io) level and width of foundation, level of lowest fioor, and 
the stability of the structure; and 
(<;) the line of frontage with neighlx>uring buildings, if the 
building abuts on a street; 

(e) where the building appears likely to be used as a factory, 
require the provision of adequate housing accommodation 
in connection therewith. 


Executive Officers Act. —The powers conferred upon or 
functions vesting in the committees under sub-sections (1), (2) 
& (4) of this section shall not be exercised by or vest in the 
committees but may be exercised by or vest in the executive 
officers in municipaiities to which the Executive Officers Act 
has been extended. Notice to be given or tendered to the 
committees shall not be given or tendered to committees but 
shall be given or tendered to the executive officers in munici¬ 
palities to which the said Act has been extended. 


Analogous law: — 

Ss. 237 & 241, Bengal District 
Municipal Act, 1881. 

Ss. 245 (c), 317 & 329, Bengal 
District Municipal Act, XV 
of 1932. 

Ss. 186, 187 & 195 (1) & (2), 
Behar and Orissa Municipal 
Act 1922. 

Ss. 61 U) (g) & 123, Tk)mbay 
Municipal Boroughs Act, 1926. 

Ss. 48 (5) & 96, Bombay District 
Municipal Act, III of 190J. 

Ss 337, 338 & 342, Bombay City 
Municipal Act, III of 1888. 

S. 92, Burma Municipal Act, 

, , m of 1898. 

Ss. 319 & 478(25), Calcutta City 


Muricipal Act, III of J923. 

Ss. 179 & 180, Cantonment Act, 
II of 1924. 

S. 98, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 234, 236 & 349 (10), Madras 
City Municipal Act, 1919. 

Ss 191, 197. 198 (1), 208, 209, 
& 306 (10), Madras District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 135 (xxxix) & 153, Rangoon 
City Municipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 178. 179 & 298 List 1—A, 
C. P. Municipalities Act, 1916. 

English Law ,— 

Ss 157, Public Health Act, 1875. 

S. 15, Public Health Act, 1907. 



( 1 ),—This clause was newly added in 1911. In the 
absence of this provision there was nothing to prevent a 
person from erecting or re-erecting a buildmg after giving 
of a notice under S. 92 of the old Act. Of course such a 
nerson was taking the risk of his application for sanction be- 
SrrefuMd. uSier S. 237 of the Bengal Act of 1884. 
corresponding somewhat to S.’92 of the old Act it was held 
that a person commencing to build a house after giving notice 
of his intention to erect or re-erect a building, without 
waiting for six weeks mentioned in the Act, does not neces¬ 
sarily contravene the law; yet when he so acts, the reason¬ 
able view must be that he does it at his risk, his act being 
liable to be treated as one in contravention of any legal 
order of the municipality issued within the statutory period 
of six weeks if such order does not sanction the building; 
25 Cal. 4i9. C/. RH. 13 of 1909 Cr. Under present Act 
sanction is necessary before commencement of erection 
or re-erection of the building. C/. 1 Mad. L, «f. 37 and 
9 Mad. Li. J. 335. 

Other change#.— Clause (3) of 189 has been amended 
by S 72 of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933 
and the framing of bye-laws has been made compulsory 
while the supply of details with respect to certain specific 
matters has been omitted with the result that the com¬ 
mittees are not confined to particular details and may now 
prescribe in the bye-laws tlie supply of details of any* infor¬ 
mation that the committees consider necessary to enable them 
to pass orders under S. 193, clause (3). 

Building regulations. —The building regulations have for 
their purpose not only the protection of life, limb and proper¬ 
ty, but also the preservation of public health. Every citizen 
has the common law right of acquiring title to a tract of 
land in a city and to build thereon as his taste, convenience 
or interest suggest or his means justify, without taking into 
consideration whether his building would conform in general 
character and appearance to others previously erected in the 
same locality. A man has the absolute right to use his prop¬ 
erty in any way he likes, unless the right is expressly taken 
away by statute. A municipal corporation has no inherent 
power to interfere arbitrarily with the common lavr rights 
of real estate proprietors in the use and improvement of 
their property but through the cupidity or negligence of 
property-owners, a building may become unsafe for use, and 
the building may become not only unhealthy and unsafe to 
the occupants of building themselves but also to persons in 
tiie immediate vicinity. In the exercise of the police power of 
munidpal corporations, they may, if so authorised by statute, 
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regulate the erection, alteration and repair of buildings within 
their local limits. The regulation ofhouses and other buildings 
so as to secure their proper sanitation, structure and safety, 
is amongst the most im^rtant of the duties which have been 
entrusted to local authorities under the various Municipal Acts. 
All the Acts creating municipal corporations in British India 
contain express provisions regarding buildings; and property- 
owners within the said local limits can construct or re-con¬ 
struct buildings only in accordance with the provisions there¬ 
in contained. Whenever the owner’s right to pursue his 
own plan in building, or repairing is challenged, it is deter¬ 
mined by two tests: (1) Has the municipality power to forbid 
the contemplated erection, alteration or repair? (2) And 
has it lawfully exercised the power? An affirmative answer 
to both these questions is essential to sustain the municipal 
authority. Aiyangar on “ Municipal Corporations in British 
India, ” pp. 565-6. 

Bcdlding. — See definition of the word in S. 3 (2). 

Municipal committees do not seem to avail themselves of 
the extended definition of the term. Numerous structures 
are being erected in large municipalities without exciting 
any notice; strictly speaking such structures should be 
regulated by the provisions of Ss. 180-95. 

The term building as used in Ss, 189 and l90 and 
193, means that part of the house in respect of which an 
application is made to the committee and it does not mean 
the whole of the house a portion whereof is proposed to be 
erected or re-erected and therefore, the conditions imposed by 
the committee under S. 193 must be confined to that part 
of the house in respect of which an application to erect or re¬ 
erect is made to it. It also follows that the committee is not 
entitled to invoke the aid of a bye-law which prohibits erec¬ 
tion of any portion of any building abutting on a street or 
lane within four feet of the centre of such street or lane, for 
putting back an old outer wall of the applicant’s house which 
abutted a street, if the building proposed to be erected does 
not abut a street. 1928 liah. 393; 101 I. C. 285. 

For what structures are buildings see Notes on pp. 20-21. 

Erect or re-erect. —The expression is defined in S. 3, 
clause (5). See Notes under the definition. 

Cf. the expression “erect or re-erect” with the definition 
of new building in S. 157, Public Health Act, 1875, and S. 23 
of the Public Health Act (Amendment) 1907. 

Converting an open verandah abutting a public street 
into rooms by filling up the arches with bricks is “ re-erect¬ 
ing” a building. (1904) A. W. N. 233. 
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The building of the verandah is an erection or re-eree- 
lion within the meaning of S. 237* of the Bengal Municipal 
Act, and, therefore, sanction is necessary. But unless rules 
are made under S. 241,t the municipality must either grant 
or refuse sanction without reservation; where no such rules 
are framed, a sanction with reservation is ultra vires and can 
be disregaided. 1922 Pat. 118; C3 I. C. 355. 

A person served with a notice under Ss. 172 and 195 for 
re-erecting a house against express conditions of sanction 
under S. 193 and for constructing structures without written 
permission overhanging a street cannot question the validity 
of the notice in a civil suit. His proper remedy is an appeal 
under S. 225. 35 I. C. 222. 

The mere addition of a masonry edging to a chabutra 
attached to a house is not a material alteration of it requir¬ 
ing sanction. 23 1. C. 192; 12 A. L. J. 227. 

* 

The mere raising of the plinth or making alterations in 
the size, position and number of doors or windows of a house 
are not material alterations in the original plan and conse¬ 
quently do not constitute an infringement of the sanction 
within* the meaning of S. 195 unless such alterations affect 
the security of the building. Cf. 67 I. C. 828; 1923 Oudh 35. 

What structures are held to be buildings and what acts 
amount to erection or re-erection of buildings according to 
English Public Health Acts will appear from the following 
authorities which are quoted from Lumley’s “ Public Health 
Acts,” 10th Ed., pp. 24-6 and 3r>8-(j0 as useful guides for con¬ 
struction of Pun.iab Municipal Act. 

In Stevens v. Gourlay, (1859) 7 C. B. (n s.) 99, a wood¬ 
en structure, intended to be used as a shop, of considerable size 
and likely to last for some time, resting on joists, but having 
no fastenings or foundations in masonry and capable of 
being lifted from the ground, was held to be a “ building ” 
wnthin 18 & 19 Viet. c. 22. In Poplar Board of Works v. 
Knight, (1858) El, B. & E. 408, it W’as held that a house 
simply built on the surface of the ground, without any found¬ 
ations in the ordinary sense, was nevertheless a building 
within 18 and 19 Viet. c. 120, S. 204, which prohibited the 
erection of buildings over sewers. In Morish v. Harris 
(1865) L. R I. C, P. 155, a structure built of stone having 
four walls and a door, which w’as used by the tenant for 
keeping guano and other manures, which he used on adjoin- 

•S. 189 of Punjab Municipal Act. 

tS. 190 of Punjab MuniciiMil Act, 
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ing land was held to be a building within the Reform Act, 
1332, S. 27; but the term, as used in that Act, does not in¬ 
clude everything which can be called a building; “ it ought to 
be in some degree adapted both to be used by man, either 
for residence or for the industry to which the statute relates, 
and also to have the degree of durability which is included 
in the idea of building” (per Erie, C. J., in Powell v. Boraston 
[1865] 29 J. P. 550; 18 C. B. [ns.] 175). In Watson v. 
Cotton, (1847) 5 C. B, 51, decided with reference to the same 
Act, a shed described as standing against a wooden paling, 
but not fastened thereto, and consisting of six posts put into 
the ground supporting a tarpaulin, which formed the roof, 
one side being boarded up with boards nailed to the posts, 
the structure being used to put barrows and posts into, was 
held to be a building. In P. v. Gregory, (1833) 3 L. J. M. C. 
25, an open shop roofed in, connecting the shop front with 
a newly built house, was held to be a building witljin the 
meaning of an Act which prohibited the erection of buildings 
within a given distance from a roadway. An erection made 
of wood, thirty feet long and thirteen feet wide, was brought 
along the streets on wheels and put at the corner of a 
new street. It had spouts with a fall-pipe, and a 
supply of gas, and was used as a butcher’s shop; 
Held, that it was a new building. Richardson v. Brown (1885) 
49 J. P. 661. 

Movable seating consisting of tiers of platforms capable 
of accommodating about three thousand persons erected from 
time to time as required for exhibitions in the Agricultural 
Hall, was held not to be a “ building, structure or work 
within S. 145 of the London Building Act, (1894) Fenner v. 
Mcdonnell, (1897) 1 Q. B. 421. 

The erection o f hoardings for advertisements was held 
to be a bi-each of a covenant not to erect or make any 
building or erection on certain demised premises. Pocock 
Gilham (1883) 1 C. & E. 104. In Wood v. Cooper, (1894) 3 Ch. 
671, the erection of a substantial trellis-work screen, intend¬ 
ed to be permanent, was held U) be a breach of a similar 
covenant. An advertising company surrounded on three 
of its sides a piece of ground with boarded walls or hoard¬ 
ings raised to the height of 13 to 19 feet. "These hoard¬ 
ings were stayed, fastened and tied together and strengthen¬ 
ed on the inner side. The space enclosed was used for the 
preparation of wood for other hoardings. It was held that 
the structure was not a new building within the bye laws. 
Slaughter v. Sunderland Corporation, (18J1) 60 L. J. M. C 91* 
55 J. P. 519. ' ’ 
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The word building is not restricted to erection above the 
surface of a street. Thus, arches over which a roadway was 
m^e,and which were used as storehouses, were held to be 
buildings within S. 7 of the Gasworks Clauses Act, 1847. 
Thompson v. Sunderland Gas Co, (1877) 2 Ex. D. 429; 42 J. P. 
198. So also street boxes for electric lighting purposes and 
reservoirs have been held to be buildings, structures or works 
within S. 145 of the London Building Act, 1894: Whitechapel 
District Board of Works V. Crow (1901) 65 J. P. 549; 84 L. T. 
095. In R. V. Foots Cray, U. D. C., (1916) 1 K. B. 246, the 
appellants who were the owners of an old building pulled down 
part of it including certain outer walls but left ttie remain¬ 
ing part of the premises standing, which part had been 
erected before the bye-laws came into existence. As required 
by the defendants’ bye-laws the appellants gave notice of 
their intention to erect a new part on the site of the part 
pulled down, and they submitted plans and sections of 
such new part to the defendants, but gave no notice, plans 
and sections of the whole building, that is, the part left 
standing and the new part. It was held (overruling Leonard 
V. Hoare & Co., [1914] 2 K. B. 798; 78 J. P. 287 that under 
S. 23 of the Public Health (Amendment) Act, 1907, the 
whole building, that is, the old part and the new part was not 
to be deemed a new building, and therefore the appellants 
were not bound to send notices as to, and plans and sections 
of, the whole building to the local authority. 

A local Act provided that the conversion of one dwell* 
ing-house into tw’O or more, and the re-conversion into a 
dwelling-house of a building discontinued as a dwelling- 
house, should be deemed to be the erection of a new building. 
A block of three shops with dwelling-rooms over each was 
converted into one shop in 1892; the upper part of the whole 
block was occupied as one dwelling from 1900 to 1903; in 
1903 the shop was again divide I into three shops, and the 
upper part correspondingly divided into three 'dwellings. 
It was/iffW that the alterati )n of the upper part into three 
dwellings was the erection of a new building within the 
meaning of the Act. Hall v. Eastbourne Corporation^ (1905) 
69 J. P. 369. 

In Harding v. Larne U.D.C., (l9ll) 45 Ir. L.T. 182, it was 
held that the conversion without any structural alteration 
of a harness room into a living room, was the “ conversion 
into a dwelling-house ” of a building not originally construct¬ 
ed for human habitation, that therefore a penalty was incur- 
red by not depositing plans, and that to continue to use it 
as a living room after conviction was a continuing offence. 
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In Mmes v. fVyvilf (1884) 5l L. T. 237, Lord Coleric^, 
O. J., said': “ The question whether a building is a new buildy 
ing oi^ »ot has been decided over and over ^ain to te a 
opiestion of fact; it is a question of degree. For instance, if a 
Duilding were nearly all taken away and then inbuilt, it 
clearly would be a new building; on the other hand, it is quite 
clear that by a small addition of, say, a door, the building 
would not thereby become a new building. Between these two 
extreme cases there may be thousands of cases, and it would 
be impos^le to give a definition in each particular case as 
to what is or is not a new building, and it must be left to 
the discretion of each judge to decide for himself what is a 
new building.** 

Petrol pnmps. —It was decided that a petrol pump 
con^sting of a standard with the usual appurtenances was 
an “ erection *’ and also an “ obstruction ** within the mean¬ 
ing of these words as used in a town-planning scheme: 
Mackenste V. Abbott^ (1D26) 24 L. G. R. 444. But the 
Ministry of Health have expressed the view (in the absence 
of judicial authority) that such a pump is not a “ building ’* 
for which the Minister can confirm bye-laws under the Public 
Health Acts, or a “ temporary building ” within S. 27 of the 
Public Health Act, 1907. 

Erection of a pump is not an erection of a building and 
cannot be removed by notice under S. 195 as the pump can¬ 
not be treated as a building- Whether the pump is a building 
is a question of fact and it is conceivable that an elaborate 
pump in certain circumstances mav fall within the definition 
of a building. 35 I. C. 526. 

Bye-laws under Clause (3).— The committee has no power 
to enforce conditions regulating the line of frontage unless the 
intended building abuts on a street. 73 I. O. 725: 1923 Lab. 
417. See also 1930 Lah. 547; 31 P. L. R. 193. 

Buildings in progress when bye-laws made. —In Hubbard 
V. Bromley R. D. C., (1905) 69 J. P. 4.37. it was held that 
buildings in course of erection when certain bye-laws came 
into force were not subject to the bye-laws as regards 
work carried out on them after the bye-laws came into opera¬ 
tion. 

Procedure. —This and the following sections lay down 
the procedure to be adopted by the intending builder. Be¬ 
fore the building can be erected or re-erec^, the person 
intending so to do must give notice of his intention to the 
eonunit^ in the prescribed form. The notice must be ac- 
eempanied by such plans and other particulars as are required 
by t»e bye-laws framed under Ss. 189 & 190. After this the 
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intendiiig builder is to wait till his application is sanctitMied 
or till two months expire. 

On receiving the notice with plans, et^, the committee 
has to pass orders within two months. The committee may 
either sanction the building absolutely or subject to certain 
directions or refuse the sanction. The municipalities have 
thus large powers of discretion under these sections. Their 
discretion if exercised botia fide is not liable to be controlled 
by any courts. See Notes under S. 193. 

Disregard of the provisions of this section will entail the 
consequences mentioned in S. 195. Non-compliance with ^e 
provisions does not of itself make a person criminally liable; 
P. R. 13 of 1909 Or. The breach of any bye- laws under this 
section may be rendered punishable under S. 199. 

Where there is nothing in the municipal rules directing 
that applications to the committee should be presented in per¬ 
son, the rejection of an application sent by post is improper, 
and gives a cause of action against the committee. 4 All. 102. 

Applications for construction or reconstruction of buildings, 

—If any person intends to construct or re-construct a building 
within the limits of a municipal corporation, he is bound to 
submit an application in writing for the approval of the 
site together with a site plarj of the land and an application 
in "Writing for |)erniission to execute the work together with 
a plan of the building and complete elevations, seciitms and 
specifications of the work. This application must, be sub¬ 
mitted even in resjjoet of the pro])osed construction of a 
portion of a building including walls thereof. The applica¬ 
tion should strictly conform to the provisions of the various 
Municipal Acts and the rules and bye-laws made thereunder. 
If bye-lawr requires that a dejKJsited plan should show adjoin¬ 
ing buildings, it must be shown. The fact that several of 
the prescribed particulars may be applicable to houses only 
does not exonerate the builder of a wooden stable from 
depositing a plan. 

Deposit of plans.— A bye-law requiring plans of new 
buildings showing the position of such buildings and of 
adjoining buildings, was. held good in Slee v. Bradford 
(Mayor of ), (1863) 8 Tj- T. 49I. Bye-laws made under this 
section may require plans of a similar kind. It has been 
held that it is reas«)nable to make bye-laws enabling the 
authority to retain the plans of intended buildings, although 
such plans be disapproved. Gooding v. Ealing L. B., (18^) 
1 T. L. R. 62. 

S. 99 of a local Act provided that every house to be 
thereafter erected on vacant land, except comer houses, 
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should have a back-yard or other vacant ground or area of 
not less length than eight feet extending from the main 
building for the hole length of such building; and S. lOl 
i^uired a plan to be furnished to the local board by persons 
intending to build, showing the particulars required by the 
Act, and prx>vided that the plan should not be carried into 
execution, nor the building commenced, until the plan should 
have been approved. A builder submitted a plan of four 
nevr houses having vacant ground at the side, but not at the 
back. The board disapproved the plan as not complying 
with S. 99, but he commenced to build notwithstanding. It 
was held that whether S. 99 required the vacant space to be¬ 
at the back or not, he w^as rightly convicted of an offence 
a^inst S. lOJ : Pearson v. Kingston-upon-Hnll L, B., (1865) 
35L. J. M. C. 36; 29 J. P. 711. A builder who executes 
work substantially departing from his approved plans may be 
convicted for executing it without having previously deposit¬ 
ed plans: Burton v. Acton, (1887) 51 J. P. 566; James V 
Masters, (1893) 2 Q. B. 355. The owmer of a building estate 
had deposited a specimen plan, in accordance wdth the bye¬ 
law's, of certain types of houses intended to be erected. He 
deviated from such plan in regard to one of the houses in 
four respects, and was summoned; but the justices dismissed 
the summons on the ground that the deviations were not 
substantial. Subsequently he was summoned for deviation 
from the deposited plan in regard to tw'o other houses in the 
same row', on the ground (as found by the justices) of 
similar deviations. The summons was dismissed on the 
ground that the matter was res judicata. It w'as held that the 
justices were bound to hear the summons on the merits, and 
that the matter was not res judicata. Balby-with Hexthorpe 
U. D. C. V. Millard, (1903) 68 J. P. 81. 

S. 96 (2) of Bombay District Municipalities Act, 1901, 
corresponds in part to S. 193 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 
The Bombay High Court held that S. 96 (2) gives a munieb 
pality a very wide power of regulating buildings, subject to 
only two restrictions on it: (1) the general limitation as to 
all statutory powers of public functionaries that the orders 
under it are reasonable and (2) the particular limitation ex¬ 
pressed in the section that the orders are not inconsistent 
with the Act. 

A municipality is not liable to pay compensation in all 
cases W'here it orders a householder to leave vacant a strip 
of land on his own plot between the front of his house and the 
street, but only when the land left vacant is included in a 
public street: 33 I. C. 675. A clause in a town-planning 

schepie which prescribed a building line was held not to h& 
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a provision which prescribed the space about buildings within 
the meaning of S. 157 (3), Public Health Act, 1875. Re Ellis 
and Ruislip-Northwood U. D, C., (1920) 1 K. B. 343. 

BaildinK regolatioiM and authorized works of certain comjpa- 
nies.— Where gas, water, or other works are authorised to be 
erected by an Act of Parliament, the question often arises 
whether the companies are bound to conform to building 
Acte or bye-laws locally in force relating to buildings, «, 
the building line. The guiding principle is that the company 
must conform to the building Acts or bye-laws, unless there 
is something in the private Act which is inconsistent wiih the 
general provision of the building Acts or bye-laws. Where a 
railway company was empowered to make a subway ‘'with all 
necessary works connected therewith^* upon certain scheduled 
land lying within the limits of deviation delineated on the de¬ 
posited plans, and described in the deposited books of refer¬ 
ence, and the company built witliin the limits of deviation a 
station which was found by the magistrate to be necessary and 
convenient for the purposes of the railway and a part of whidi 
projected beyond the line of buildings, it was held that the 
effect of the special Act was to repeal S. 75 of the Metropolis 
Management Amendment Act, 1852, (25 & 26 Viet, c 102), so 
far as related to the station: City and South London Rail. Co., 
V. London C. C., (1891) 2 Q. B. 513. So, where a school 
board for London, acting under powers of a provisional order 
confirmed by Parliament, compulsorily acquired a piece of 
land for the purpose of providing school accommodation, the 
land being defined by metes and bounds in the schedule to 
the special Act, and the school board built upon the land a 
school with a play-ground attached, the external fence of the 
play-ground being within tw'enty feet of the centre of a pub¬ 
lic highway, it was held that the provisions of Ss. 4 and 6 of 
the Metropolis Management and Buildings Act Amendment 
Act, 1878, which forbade the erection, without the consent 
of the Metropolitan Board of Works, of any building 
wall, or fence within twenty feet of the centre of a 
highway were inconsistent with the statutory powers 
given to the School Board Elementary Education Act, 
l870, for the acquisition and user of the land, and that 
the school board could therefore use the land for the 
statutory purposes for which it was acquired free from the 
restrictions imposed by those provisions: London C. C, y. 
School Board for London^ (1892) 2 Q. B. 606. See also London 
and Blackwall Rail. Co. v. Lintehouse District Board of Works 
(1856) 26 L. J 164. 

S. 93 of the Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847, (10 & 11 
Viet. c. 17), provides that nothing therein or in the sp^ial 
Act contained shall be deemed to exempt the undertekers 
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"from any aet for improving the sanitary conditions of towns 
and populous places which may be passed in the same session 
of Parlian^nt in which the special Act is passed, or any future 
session of Parliament.” A water company by their special 
Act, passed in 1847, and incorporating the Waterworks 
Clauses Aet, 1847, were empowered to make and maintain 
“ in the lines and situations and according to the levels 
shown on the deposited plans and sections the waterworks 
hereinafter described with all proper and necessary embank* 
ments,” etc. Among the waterworks described was “ a high 
service water tower situated in the field or enclosure No. 
1117 on the Ordnance Map (edition of 1888)of the said parish 

.” Shortly after the special Aet came into force the 

local authority of the district, under the powers given by S. 
157 of the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet., e. 55), 
made bye-laws providing that any persons intending to erect 
a building should giv^e the local authority notice of his 
intention, and of the date on which the building was to be com. 
meneed, and deliver them the plans and sections of it, and a 
description of the materials with which it was to be construct¬ 
ed: with respect to the erection of the water tower 

authorised by the special Aet, that S. 93 of the Waterworks 
Clauses Act, 1847, had not the effect of exempting the w'ater 
company from tlic provisions of the Public Health Aet, 1875, 
and that the special Act contained no provision inconsistent 
with the Aet of 1875, and, therefore, that the company were 
bound to comply with the bye-laws made by the local author¬ 
ity under that Act: Uckfield R.D.C.W Crowborough District 
Water Co., (1899) 2 Q. B. 664. 

So where a gas company were authorised to erect on 
lands specified in the schedule to their Act, “ such gasworks 
whether for the manufacture, storing and supply of gas or 
otherwise as they think fit,” and in February, 1899, they 
proceeded on such land to build a purifying house, the exter¬ 
nal w-alls of which were within twenty feet of the centre of 
a highway, it was held (on a ease stated) that the Gas Com¬ 
pany’s Act contained no powers inconsistent with the London 
Building Aet, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet., c. ecxxiii.), and that the 
company could only build subject to that Aet: London C. C. 
V. Wandsworth and Putney Gas Co. (1900), 82 L, T. 562. Cf. 
Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply Corporation v. 
Woodthorpe (1903), 88 L. T. 772, 

See also London C, C,\. South Metrcfpolitan Gas Co., JL of 
G. L., November 22nd, 1898, p. 1168, where the Gi*e>enwidh 
magistrate imposed a fine on the defendants in connection with 
the erection of a coal shed at Rotherhithe Gasworks within 
the prescribed distance of twenty feet from the ceultre of a 
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h%bway and without having first obtained the eonsent of the 
council. 

A metropolitan district board of works having parlia* 
mentary power to supply electric energy and to execute 
works for the purpose, proceeded to construct street boxes 
or chambers under a street for the purpose of electric light¬ 
ing without serving the building notice respecting it requir¬ 
ed by the London Building Act, 1894. They contended that 
this Act did not apply, as their special Act of 1892 was 
inconsistent therewith. The maj^strate held that the Acts 
were not inconsistent and imposed a fine. He also held that 
the street boxes were buildings, structures or works with¬ 
in the Building Act (Crow v. Board of WorkSy Ji. 

of G. L., June 12th, 1900, p. 1558; Blectineian, June 8th, 191)0 
p. 1558; Electrician, June 8th 1909, p. 26J). On a case 
stated a divisional court confirmed this decision (84 L. T. 595). 

A witerconoiny aciuirel compulsorily in 1853 a 
piece of land with power to construct w’aterworks. They 
constructed certain vrorks ujwn it, and, from time to time, 
added thereto In 1897, additional pumping accommodation 
having become neeeessary, they resolved to build, on a vacant 
portion of this piece of land, an engine-house in connection 
with their existing works, local authority insisted that plans 
for such building should be deposited in accordance with the 
requirements of their bye-laws, and that the building proposed 
to be erected was contrary to the provisions of the Publie 
Health (Buildings in Streets) Act 1888, 51 & 52 Viet, e. 52. 
The water company contended that by their private Act of 
1852 they were in effect exempted from the operation of the 
provisions of the Act of 1888. The water company then 
commenced an action in the High Court, claiming a declara¬ 
tion that the.v were entitled to erect an engine house and other 
buildings without the consent of the defendnts. Thereupon 
the local authority took proceedings before the justices, who 
found that the plaintiff’s building did project beyond the 
front main wall of the house or building on either side, 
and inflicted a fine. Afterwards on a summons in the action 
to have the question of law raised by the defence decided be¬ 
fore the action was further proceeded wdth, Stirling, J., re¬ 
fused to interfere by way of injunction or declaration of right, 
holding that the legislature had provided in such cases for a 
mode of procedure before Justices. Grand Junction Water 
Works Co., V. Hampton U. D. C. (1898) 2 Oh. 3.H. 

Govemnnent Innkiints. —By Act IV of 1899 the Govern¬ 
ment buildings are exempt from the operation of mimicipal 
building laws. 
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The erection of Government bniidings is governed by tlw 
provisions of this Act which is ^ven in extenso below. The 
provisions require a notice to municipal committee and the 
final decision rests with Government to accept or reject ^e 
objections of the local authorities. 

THE GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS ACT, 1899 
(IV OP 1899). 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the exemption from the 
operation of municipal building laws of certain building and lands 
which are the property, or in the occupation, of the Government and 
situate within the limits of a municipality: it is hereby enacted as 
follows:— 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Government Buildii^ Act, 
1899. 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India; and 

(3) It shall come into force at once. 

2. In this Act the expression “ municipal authority ” includes 
a municipal corporation or a body of municipal commissioners 
constituted by, or under the provisions of, any law or enactment for 
the time being in force. 

3. Nothing contained in any law or enactment for the time 
being in force to regulate the erection, re-erection, construction, 
alteration or maintenance of buildings within the limits of any 
municipalities shall apply to any building used or required for the 
public service or for any public purpose which is the property, or in 
the occupation, of the (Government, or which is to be erected on land 
which is the property or in the occupation, of the (government: 

Provided that, where the erection, re-erection, construction or 
material structural alteration of any such building as aforesaid (not 
being a building connected with Imperial defence, or a building the 
plan or construction of which ought, in the opinion of the Govern¬ 
ment, to be treated as confident ial or secret) is contemplated, reason¬ 
able notice of the proposed work sliall be given to the municipal 
authority before it is commenced. 

4. (1) In the case of any such building as is mentioned in the 
laist preening section (not being a building connected with Imperial 
defence or a building the plan or cx)nstruction of which ought, in the 
opinion of the Government, to be treated as confidential or secret), 
the municipal authority or any person authorized by it in this behalf 
may, with the permission of the local Government previously obtained, 
but not otherwise, and subject to any restrictions or conditions which 
may, by general or special order, be imposed by the local Govern¬ 
ment, inspect the land or building and all plans connected with its 
erection, re-erection, construction or material structural alteration, as 
the case may be, and may submit to the local Government a state- 
nient in writing of any objections or suggestions which such municipal 
authority may deem fit to make with reference to such erection, re- 
erection, construction or material structural alteration. 
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(2) Every objection or suggestion submitted as aforesaid shall 
be considered by the local Government, which shall, after such 
investigation (if anyi as it shall think advisable, pass orders there¬ 
on, and the building referred to therein shall be erected, re-erected, 
amstructed or altered, as the case may be, in accordance with such 
orders: 

Provided that, if the local Government overrules or disregards 
any such objection or suggestion as aforesaid, it shall give its reasons 
for so doing in writing. 


(3) Every order passed by the local (3rOvernment under this 
lection shall be subject to revision by the Governor-General in Council, 
put not otherwise, and the decision of the Governor-General in Council 
^hereon shall be final. 

f 190. (1) The committee may, and if so required by the 
local Government shall, by bye-laws regulate in respect of die 
erection or re-erection of any building vrithin the municipality or 
part thereof— 

(a) the materials and method of construction to be used 
for external and party walls, roofs, floors, stair¬ 
cases, lifts, fire-places and chimneys; 

(&) the materials and method of construction and 
position of fire-places, chimneys, drains, latrines, 
privies, urinals and cess-pools; 

(c) the height and slope of the roof above the uppermost 

floor upon which human beings are to live or 
cooking operations are to be carried on; 

(d) the ventilation and the space to be left about the 

building to secure the free circulation of air and 
for the prevention of fire; 

(^) the line of frontage where the building abuts on a 
street; 


Power of 
comraitt e e s 
to make bye> 
laws as to 
mode of con¬ 
struction of 
building. 


(/) the number and height of the storeys of which the 
building may connst; , 

{g) the means to be provided for egress firom the build¬ 
ing in case of fire; 


(/t) the materials and method of construction to be used 
for godowns intended for the storage of food- 
grains in excess of fifty maunds, in order to render 
them rat-proof; 


(i) the mmhnum dimendons of rooms intended for use 
as living rooms or sleeping rooms; 

(/) the ventilation of rooms and the minimum dimensions 
of doors or windows or eitiier of both; 
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(k) the posilkm and dunensiont of projections bejrond 

the outer face of any external wall of a boddmc; 
and 

(l) the height of factory chimneys and the provinon to 

be nmde for consumption of smoke arising from 
the combustible used in any fire>place or furnace 
in a factory. 

(2)' Notwithstanding anything contained in section 193, no 
person shall erect or re-erect any building in contravention of 
any lqre>lew made under section (1). 

Notes. 

S. 93 of the old Act. 

In 1911 new sub-elauses were added and the clause re¬ 
quiring special permission of Government to extend the 
section to any municipality was removed. 

S. 73 of the Punjab Amendment Act III of 1933 has 
substituted the present section for the section as it existed 
before. Sub-clauses (i) to (i) are new while sub-section (2) 
is also new. The amendment further empowers the local 
Government to compel the municipal committees to frame 
bye-law's under this section. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 241, Bengal District Munici- S. 186, Cantonment Act, II of 
jal Act, 1884. lt'24. 

S. 329, Bengal Municipal Act, : B. 97, Central Provinces Muni- 
XV of 1932. cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 195 (el, Behar and Orissa Ss. 230 (3) & 319 (9), Madras 
Municipal Act, 1922. City Municipal Act, 1919. 

S. 61 (lHt)&(t'), Bombay Muni- S 193, Madras District Munici- 
cipal Boroughs Act, 3925. pal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 48 (p) District Bombay S. 135 (xxxix), Rangoon City 

Municipal Act, III of 1901.' Municipal Act, 1922. 

Ss 348, 349 A-B, 349D &4G1 , S. 298, List 1 (/) & (A), LJ. P. 
(<j). Bombay City Municipal Municipalities Act, 1916. 

Act, III of 1888. ' English Law :— 

S, 93, Burma Municipal Act, i S. 157, Public Health Act, 1875. 

Ilf of 1898 1 S 24, Public Health Act, 1907. 

S. 478 <26), Calcutta City Muni- ! Ss. 23 to 26, Public Health Act, 
cipal Act, III of 1923. i 1890. 

Requirement of valid bye-laws.— See Notes on pp. 23—36 
under S. 3 (3). 

External walls and party walls.— These are not defined 
anywhere in the Aet. In English Model bye-laws governing 
construction of buildings the words are defined as follows;— 

Party wall means (a) a wall forming part of a building 
and being used or constructed to be used in any part of the 
height or length of such wall for separation of adjoining 
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buildings belonmiig to different owoera or oeeupied or eon; 
ducted or j^ aoW tQ be occupiedixy or (6) 

a wall forming part ora building and standing, in any jairt 
of the length of such wall, to a greater extent than the pro¬ 
jection of the footings on one side on grounds of different 
owners. External wall mea ns an ou ter wall of a buij di ng 
not hing a party M^ll, even lhougHir(^^^ to a wai l m 
anothe r mniding~ 'I’he delinition tierF given does not iTielude 
^ paHy fenc^walls.” 

This delinition is an expansion of the definition contained 
in S. 3 of the now repealed Metropolitan Building Act, 1855 
(18 & 19 Viet., e. 122), which defined ** party wal ls a8__ 
applying to every wall used or 2)uilt in oydor to be u sed 'a Ta" ' 
&paralioii[ pr ariy'' bi^Tdirig'Trom any other buildin g, wdt hi a~ 
“^ew to flie ^ ine being occiMed by dTHFeifynt persons. ITpdrT 
this enactment, PVy, IT., in Knujht v. Purseil, (1879) 11 Ch. 
D.412 at p. 414, observed as follows:—•“ It appears to me, 
on reading the definition of a party wall contained in the 
t,hird section of the Act, that tlie. intention is to define a party 
wall not by reference to the rights of ownership, which the 
adjoining proprietors may have in any particular >vall in 
dispute, but by reference to the mode in which the wall is 
used. It is a question not of title but of user. The object of 
the Act is to limit the acts of private owners for the genera] 
benefit of the public to prevent the spread of fireard for 
similar purjioses. And, therefore, in order to determine 
whether this wall is a party wall it is not necessary to con¬ 
sider what rights the plaintiff and defendant have, but what 
is the physical condition, ]>osition, and user of the wall.” In 
Knight v. Purseil, (1879) 11 Ch. I). 412, the facts Avere that 
the plaintiff was the owner of a lx)undary wall built on his 
own land, against which lie ha<i built some closets, and the 
defendant, his Euijoining neighbour, had recently built a sub. 
stantial structure. Fry, J., held, so far as these buildings ex¬ 
tended against both sides of the wall it was party wafi within 
the meaning of the Act, and that the defendant was entitled 
on giving proper notice under the Act, to take down such 
paid as might be necessary for the purpose of necessary re¬ 
building. This decision was affirmed in the Court of Appeal. 
W.N. (1880), p.l04. 

The general meaning of the term “party wall” is furiiier 
discussed by Pry, J., in Watson v. Gray, (1880) 14 Ch. D. 192, 
at p. l94 as follows:—“The words.appear to me to expre^ a 
meaning rat h£r„ix)i)ular than legal, and they may, I th mkr hc" 
usedin four different senses. They may me^'^nfffsi, a wall 
oTwT:fi^ ljgi£T)a.0.a ^in eomii^iu 

in Wiltshire v. Sidford, 1 M. & R. 404, aixl Cubitt v. 



^ [Sec. l90. 

Porter, (1828) 8 b. & C. 267; 1 think that the judgments in 
those cases show that that is the most common and primary 
meaning of the term. Jn tlie ne xt pla ce the term may be used 
_.to signify a wall divided longitudinalTy into two sWpg* ^15 tie 
’feionging to eaelli of the nflgK^urrng owners, as in Watts v. 
TJcml^is, (iSlsT S Taunf."'"207 "Tlien, thirdly ^ the ter ni niay 
mean a wall wh ic h be lon gs en t irely tongue .9/ the adjoTn in^ 
owners, but is suLjeel fo'an easenaeiiOr right IrTfllB’Other W 
BavrTtSHEiner^^ betw een tm wo "teng-" 

^ntsT ' The term is so used in some oP the Building AelST 
Lastly, the terminay.-designate _a .wall divided jQijgjtudinalljj; 
i nto two mo ieties, each inoiety being' siibjeet to a cross ease- 
jinent in favour of the ^ner of'tbe other moiety..^' 

“External wall.*’ —The above de/inition has reference to 
the decision in Gree^t v. Bales, (1841) 2 Q. B. 225, where it 
was held that the external parts of premises are those which 
form the inelosure of them, and beyond which no part of 
them extends; and it is immaterial whether they are exposed 
to the atmosphere, or rest upon and adjoin some other build¬ 
ing which forms no part of the premises let. 

A bye-law provided: “ Every person who shall erect 

a new building shall cause the back of every chimney open¬ 
ing in a party wall to be at least nine inches thick, and he 
shall cause such thickness to be continued at the back of the 
flue; such person shall cause the back of every other chimney 
opening to be at least four-and-a-half inches thick if such 
opening be in an external wall and nine inches thick if such 
opening be elsewhere than in an external wall, and he shall 
cause such thickness to be continued at the back of the flue: 
Provided that where flues are constructed back-to-back the 
thickness at the back of such flues may be not less than four- 
and-a-half inches.” It was held that the proviso did not 
apply to flues in a party wall dividing adjoining houses. 
Miller v. Field (1914) 78 J. P. 5. 

Matetials. —The bye-laws may provide that the walls, etc., 
should be constructed of incombustible materials. It may be 
noted that the words incombustible materials,” as used in 
S. I9 of the Metropolitan Building Act, ]855, have been 
held to mean wholly incombustible materials and not to 
include duroline. Payne \. Wright (1892) l.Q.B. 104:56 
J. P. 120. 

And see Badley v. Cuckfield R. D, C. (1895) 64 L. J. Q, 
B. 57!, where it was held that a building consisting of a 
wooden framework covered with a skin of galvanized iron 
lined with felt and match-boarding was not constructed 
with walls constructed of hard and incombustible materials 
within the meaning of a bye-law made under this section. 
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In Hendon U. D, C. v. Martin, (1900) Times, January 13th 
it was held that a building roofed with vulcanite covered 
with one-and-three-quarter inches of soil and a like thick¬ 
ness of burnt ballast was externally covered with incombusti¬ 
ble materials within the meaning of a bye-law following the 
terms of the London Building Act, 18!)4. 

Drainage of buildings etc. —A bye-law that no dwelling- 
house shall be erected without having at the rear or side a 
sufficient roadway for the purpose of affording efficient 
means of access to the privy or ashpit belonging to the house 
was held not to be legal; Waite v. Carsion Local Board (1867), 
L. R. 3 Q. B. 5. On the other hand, a bye-law requiring a 
cesspool to be fifty feet from a dwelling-house was held not 
to be unreasonable and therefore v’alid: Simmons v. Mailing 
R. D. C. (1897) 2 Q. B. 433. Separate surface water and 
sewage sewers may be ordered to be provided. But where 
the local authority has not provided separate drains for 
sewage and surface water, a bye-law recpiiring separate 
sewers cannot properly be made. A bye-law forbidding the 
construction of any cesspool so that it shall have by drains or 
otherwise any outlet or means of communication with any 
sewer is not violated by connecting together a series of 
cesspols. Buiton V. Tottenham U. D. C. (1898) 78 L. T. 470. 

Building bye-laws may also provide for the erection or 
re-erection of a sufficient water-closet, earth closet, or privy, 
and an ashpit. The provision of a sufficient accommodation 
for the common use of two houses is not invalid. The 
council can direct what kind of closet accommodation is to 
te provided; but it cannot enforce a general I'esolution that 
a particular system must be adopted within its local limits. 
It must exercise its discretion in each particular case. If a 
proper water-closet is not provided, the local authority may 
enter upon the premises and erect a water-closet at the cost 
of the owner after notice. Aiyangar’s, “ Law of Municipal 
Corporations,'’ p. 573. 

An urban authority made the following bye-law: “No 
new? house shall be occupied until the house * drainage has 
been made and completed, nor until such house has been 
certified by the local board, or their officer authorised to 
give such certificate, after examination, to be in every respect 
fit for human habitation in their or his opinion ’’: Held, 
that the bye law w-as reasonable and not inconsistent with 
any of the provisions of the Act, and therefore valid. 
Horsell v. Swindon New Town L, B., (1858) 52 J. P. 597: 58 
L. T. 732. 

Clause (d).—Though addition to an existing building is 
an erection of a building requiring sanction and compliance 
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with bye-laws, under S. ] 90 some of the bye-laws may be 
inapplicable. In Repton School Governors v. Repton R. D, C., 
(1913) 2 K. B. 133; 82 J. P. 257, the plaintiffs proposed to 
build an addition to the front of one of their school buildings. 
The local bye-laws provided that " every person who shall 
erect a new domestic building shall provide in the rear of 
such building an open space exclusively belonging to such 
Wlding of an aggregate extent of not less than 15U square 
feet. It was admitted that under S. 23 of the Public Health 
(Amendment) Act, 1907, tlie addition was a new building, 
and the defendants refused to approve the plans as the 
alx>ve bye-law would be thereby infringed. It was held that 
the bye-law was unreasonable and therefore bad in that it 
was impossible to provide an open space at the rear of a new 
building which consisted of an addition to an existing building. 

Open space and ventilation. - The sufficiency oi‘ the space 
about buildings affects the amenity of life in many ways. 
In these bye-laws it can only be dealt with directly as affect¬ 
ing the “ free circulation of air.” Incidentally, however, the 
model clauses dealing with the matter w'ill be found to have 
relation to the width of streets, and the provision of sanitary 
accommodation, as well as the ventilation of buildings, mth 
which latter subject that of open space is naturally associated 
in S. 157 of the Public Health Act, 1875. One all-important 
point is that tliere should be a sufficient extent of open space 
both in front and iti rear of every building, so as to secure 
what is known as “ through ventilation.” Clause 53 of model 
series deals wnth space in front, and clause ,54 with space in 
rear, of “ domestic buildings ” as defined in clause 1, and are 
thus complementary the one t») the other. 

Where a bye-law' of a local authority provided that 
wherever any o]:)en space had Ijeen left belonging to any 
building, it should never afterwards be built upon without 
consent of the authority, and without having an open space 
of a specified size and dimensions, it w'as held by the Court 
of Queen's Bench that if it applied to old buildings it was 
invalid. Tucker v. Rees (1861), 25 d. P. 789. 

Where a bye-law' provided that a certain amount of air 
space should be left in the rear of any new' building, and a 
person built, in contravention of that bye-law', without leav¬ 
ing the required space, it was held that the local authority 
might pull down the offending building, consistently with 
safety, in any way they pleased, but not in a dangerous way, 
so that where there had been excess in pulling down the 
building, they were not liable unless the damage done w'as 
appreciable. Jayger v. Doncaster Rural Sanitary ,4uthority (1890) 
54 J. P- 433. 
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Under a bye-law which required that in the rear or at the 
side of every building there should be left an open space of 
not less than one hundred feet, the distance across which, or 
between such building and the opposite pK)perty at the rear 
or side, shall be twenty-five feet, the distance of twenty-five 
feet is to be measured at any and every part of the building to 
the opposite property, and it is not sufficient that in some part 
of the building there is a distanc^e of twenty-five feet to the 
opposite property. Anderton v. Birkenhead Improvement Cojm- 
(1863), 32 L. .T. xM. (L J37; Anderson v. Rigby. 13 
C. B. (N. S.) 603. 

Where, under a local improvement Act, a bye-law was 
made which provided that every new building should have in 
the rear or side an open space of at least one hundred and 
fifty square feet, “ and wherever any open space had been left 
when the building was approved, such space shall never 
afterwards be built upon without the appmval of the coun¬ 
cil,'’ it was held that the bye-law was bad, so far as prohibit¬ 
ing future buildings on the o|)en space in the rear: Quinby 
v. Mayor of Liverpool (1889), 53 .1. P. 213. The argument 
and the decision in this case went on the ground that, under 
the bye-law, the open space could never iiave been built upon, 
w'hatever its extent might be. 

For further notes sec “ Mackenzie and Handford Mo<lel 
Bye-laws," pp, 140-56. 

0 , w'ithout the authority’s approval, built a stable on the 
vacant space beside a dwelling-house, and was summoned for 
contravening a bye-law' providing for purf)Oses of ventilation, 
that an open space should be left in tl\e rear of every new 
domestic building. “ Domestic building was defined as 
“ a dwelling-house or an office building or other outbuilding 
appurtenant to a dwelling-house, whether attached thereto or 
not, or a shop, or any other building not btnng a public 
building or of the workhouse class." The plans showed that 
the stable was not intended for human habitation: Held, that 
the bye-law did not apply to the stable and that, if it had so 
applied, it would have been unreasonable as requiring the 
same space for stables and for dwelling-houses. Collins v. 
Greenwood (1910), 74 ,J. P. 327; 103 L. T. 36. 

Vmtilation and space. —A clause in a tovrn planning 
scheme wffiich prescribed a building line was held not to be 
a provision which prescribed the space about buildings 
within the meaning of S. 157 (3). He Ellis and RuisUp 
Northwood U. D. C., (1920) I K. B. 343. A local board 
made a bye-law that every building to be erected and us^ 
as a dwelling-house should have an open space exclusively 
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belonging thereto to the extent at least of 500 square feet, 
free from any erection thereon above the level of the ground; 
Held, a valid bye-law, and that justices might find as a fact 
that a small wooden fence, three feet six inches high, erected 
round the house, was an “ erection " within the meaning of 
the bye-law: Adams v. Bromley L. B., (1872) 37 J. P. 662. In 
Reay y. Gateshead Corporation, (1886) 50 J, P. 805, 821; 55 
L. T. 92, the following bye-law was held good: “ The yard 

space shall not be less than one half of the entire area of 
the house or building and out-offices, and no building what¬ 
ever shall be erected in or over such yard except the privy 
ashpit, and coal-house in connection with the house or build¬ 
ing, and these only in such a position as the board shall 
approve. The yard space shall be left upon such portion of 
the ground as the board may order.” A bye-law provided 
that every person erecting a new building to be used as a 
dwelling-house should provide in the rear thereof an open 
space exclusiv'ely belonging thereto, to the extent of at least 
150 square feet, from any erection tliereon above the level 
of the ground, and should cause the distance across such 
open space between every such building and the opj)osite pro¬ 
perty at the rear to be ten feet at least, and i f such building 
be twenty-five feet in height, should cause such distance 
across to be at least twenty feet. It was pn^ved that P had 
erected a new building to be used as a dwelling-house, twenty- 
five feet in height; that there was in the rear of the building 
an open space exclusively Ixdonging thereto to the extent of 
700 square feet; that the distance across such ojxm space bet- 
wreen such building and the Ixmndary of the opposite property 
at the rear thereof, including the width of the street which 
divided the building from the opposite property, was fifty- 
two feet; that the land exclusively belonging to such building 
was bounded in the rear by a public street, and that the dis¬ 
tance across the open space between the building and the 
public street was eight feet: Held, that on the^ true con¬ 
struction of the bye-law, the public street was the “ opposite 
property,” and that as P had not caused the distance across 
the open space between his building and the. opposite pro¬ 
perty to be at least twenty feet, he had committed a breach 
of the bye-law: Jones v. Parry (1887) 52 J. P. 69; 57 L. T. 
5492). The plaintiffs, governors of a school, made an ad¬ 
dition to their school building which consisted in part of an 
addition to the front of the building of a projection three 
storeys high. The defendants threatened to pull down the 
addition on the ground that it was a new building by virtue 
of the provisions in the text, and had not an open space in 
the rear as required by the bye-laws relating to new build¬ 
ings. It was held that the bye-law was unreasonable and bad, 
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as it was impossible to provide an open space at the rear of 
a new building consisting of an addition to an existing build¬ 
ing. Repton School Governors V. Kepton R. D» C., (iQlo) 2 K. 
B. 133; S2 J. P.257. 

Chune (e). Bye-law imposing condition on erection orre- 
rection of building abutting on a street under Section 190 (^).— 
The condition provided in l^e-law 26 of Delhi building bye¬ 
laws can only be imposed in relation to the new building 
which it is proposed to erect and does not empower the com¬ 
mittee to -direct the demolition of any existing building. So 
also a condition precedent to the application of the bye-law is 
that the new building should abut on a street or lane. 3930 
Lah. 488; 1261. C. 567. 

The committee has no pKDwer to enforce conditions 
regulating the line of frontage unless the intended building 
abuts on a street. 73 1. C. 725; 1923 Lah. 417. also 
1930 Lah. 547; 31 P. L. R. 193. 

Clause (f). Height. — Building bye-law's may prescribe 
the height to which a particular building in any particular 
street could be constructed. To secure a sanitary sufficiency 
of light and air, there must be some relation between the 
width of a street and the height of the building on both sides.; 
and in the interests of health and w’ell being of cities, this legis¬ 
lation of a technical kind is undertaken. Building a wall, 
however high, is not a nuisance; but under certain circum¬ 
stances, it may become one: 15 C. W. N. 316. If the build¬ 
ing in question lies between two streets it must fulfil the 
prescriT^,d conditions with reference to both the streets on 
which it abuts. These statutory provisions are intended in 
the interests of public health: and the courts ought to con¬ 
strue them so as to advance that object: 9 Bom. L. R. 363. 

These regulations do not apply to old buildings, but as soon 
as they are destroyed by fire or pulled down and new build¬ 
ings are attempted to be reconstructed, the new' buildings 
are governed by the regulations though they are set back by 
five inches, they will still be regarded as abutting a street. 
9 Bom. L. R. 737. 

Even where S. 190 is not applicable or where bye¬ 
laws have not been framed under that section a municipal 
committee is justified in refusing to sanction a building on 
the ground lliat it will be of such a height as will render it 
an unsuitable building in the locality in which it is proposed 
to construct it. 

Where bye-laws under S. 190 have been framed the muni¬ 
cipal committee has power to make standing orders with 
regard to specifications and desngns of all buildings to be 
exeeted in the municipal area and if the specifications and 
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designs of a proposed building do not comply with the bye¬ 
laws under S. 190 the proposal will be rejected automatically 
unless the committee directs otherwise. Where such bye-laws 
have not been framed each application will be taken upon its 
merits and the intending builder is under no obligation to see 
that his design conforms to any particular regulation. But 
the absence of bye-laws under S. J 90 does not prohibit a 
municipality from refusing permission to erect or re-erect a 
building under S. 193 on the points mentioned under S. 190; 
49 I. C. 463. Under the existing provisions of Ss. 189 and 
195 erection or re-erection of a building is not an offence in 
itself. It is only after a notice under S. 195 has been issued 
and remains uneomplied that the offence comes into existence 
under S. 219. Bye-law regulating height of building to be 
re-erected is ivtra vires. 22 Bom. 980. 

Where there is a substantial residential house, the house 
as a whole must be regarded as the building referred to in 
S. 190 (/) and it is not possible without unduly straining 
the wording of the section to construe the word as denoting 
some small portion of the whole house, such as an outlying 
bath-room. 

The accused added small bath-rooms to the. third and 
fourth floors of an old residential house in the city of Bom¬ 
bay. The house had been built before the coming into force of 
tiie City of Bombay Municipal Act, 1888, and the newly 
added bath-rooms fell below the original height of the house: 

Held, that the accused had neither raised nor erected a 
building within the meaning of S. 349-B of the City of 
Bombay Municipal Act, and that he was consequently outside 
the purview^ of that section. 42 I. C. 134; 41 I3om. 741. 

Building Bye-laws — Width of the street with reference to 
height— The words “ opposite side of the street ” in bye-law 
233 of Karachi need not necessarily be construed as excluding 
the raised pavement or platform in front of a building 
because the pavement or platform happens under another 
definition to form part of that building. Cf. 1933 S. 258. 

Acquiescence in an invalid and illegal objection does not 
bind the plaintiff or prev^ent him from exercising his right. 
Ibid. 

Clause (2).— This claufie has lieen introduced by S. 73 
of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933. A plan sanction¬ 
ed by a municipal committee will not empower the owner 
to erect or re erect a building if the sanction contravenes 
the provisions of any bye-law made under S. 190 (1). 

AuthcMrity cannot dispense with bye-laws. —The bye-laws 
made under this s ection are th e most importanC'w^ 
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jJflaL.authQjity,,.h It mM. ^ opportune, 

therefore, to remark here tbarTjM^OEell^JSsKa 
raleraselyes, or some^stamtc ^gvye ,th^.,„^ttthQrity a . QjiSt. 
j^h stn£ power or oljscre^onjllie autnpritxare J?QP»(i hy,.tb,eift 
an3“ cannot" wa ive' their 'mluirom'ents. "Baxter v. Bedford 
l[l§S5i}'T T. L. m 424; R.y. Newcastle-upon-Tyne (mayor of) 

(1889), 60 L.T. 963. 

The approval by an authority ol' building plans which 
contravene the bye-laws made by that authority is illegal 
and inoperative: Yabbincom v. King, (1899) 1 Q. B. 444; 63 
J. P. 149. Even where a local Act contains in a section 
repealing previous bye-laws a proviso saving approved plans 
such saving refers only to plans legally approved. (Ibid.) 

The fact that bye-laws contain no proviso enabling an 
authority to make exception in an excc^ptional case does not 
render them unreasonable and therefore invalid: Salt v. 

Scott-Hall, (1903), 67 J. P. 306. The Ministry of Health are 
in fact, opposed to bye-laws which reserve a discretionary 
power to the authority or their officers. They state that 
bye-laws in such a 1‘orm are uncertain in their operation and 
that bye laws should prescribe definite requirements. If a 
bye-law is I'ound not to lx* enforceable in practice without 
the exercise of a discretionary power there is strong prima 
facie ground for thinking it to be unreasonable, and to need 
amendment in regular form all hough it is not obligatory for 
a local authurily to prosecute for a breach so trivial that the 
justices would probably lake advantage of the provisions 
of S. 1 of the Probation of Offenders Act. 1907: Pomeroy v. 

Malvern U. D. C., (1903) 07 J. B. 375] Lcylon U.D. C. v. Chew 
(1907) 2 K. B 283. 

191. In any case in which no bye-laws have been made special pro- 
under sub-section (3) of section 189 the committee may, for 

within fourteen days of the receipt of the notice required by -I'a'w s 

sub-section (2) of that section, require a person who has given have not 
such notice to furnish, within one week of the receipt by him of section 

the requisition, information on all or any of the matters as to 180^3) 
which bye-laws might have been made, and in such case the 
notice shall not be valid until such infmrmation has been 
furnished. 

Notes. 

Cf. Clause (3), S. 92 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— 

S.96 (3), Bombay Act, III of 1922. 

3901, Ss. 340-343, Bombay City Muni- 

8.172(2), IT. P Municipalities pal Act, 1888. 

Act, II of 1916, 8. 186, Cantonment Act, TI of 

S. 101, C. P. Municipal Act, 11 of 1929. 
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Under this section the committee cannot go beyond and 
demand information not contemplated lb’ these provisions or 
bye-laws uiwier S. 189 (3). Cf. 15 Bom. 516. 

Delegation. Power under S. 191 can be delegated under 
S.33 (a). 

Executive OfiScers Act.— The jiowers conferred upon the 
committees under this section shall not be exercised by com¬ 
mittees but may be exercised by the executive officers in 
municipalities to which the Executive Officers Act has been 
extended. 

Conaequenco of coatravening these pronsions. —Under 
a corresponding section of the Bombay Municipal Act (VI 
of 1873) plaintitfs sent a notice intiniating their intention 
to erect a building on their land and giving a rough sketch 
plan of the land intended to be built ujwn. In the notice 
the plaintiffs did not expressly state their intention to build 
the wall in dispute. The municipality wrote to plaintiffs 
requiring them to furnish a plan showing the design of the 
proposed building with its measurements. After a month 
of this requisition the plaintiffs built a wall on their land 
without furnishing the plan as required. Thereupon the 
municipality demolished the wall after the plaintills had 
failed to comply with the notice calling upon them to 
demolish the wall as built without permission. Thereupon 
the plaintiffs sued the municipality for wrongful demolition 
of the wall: 

//cW, that the plaintiffs had contravened the provisions 
of clause (1) of S. 33 of Bombay Act, VI of 1873, inasmuch 
as they h^ built the wall without giving any notice or with¬ 
out affording the information required by the municipality. 
The municipality was therefore justified in ordering the w’all 
to be demolished. 19 Bom. 27. 


Building 

scheme 




192. (1) The committee may, and if so required by the 

Commissioner shall, within six months of the date of such 
requisition, draw up a building scheme for huSt areas, a nd, a 
town planning scheme for unbuilt areas, which may, amwigfirthi^ .':^ 
things, provide for the fpllowing matters, namely^— ' ^ 
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(a) the restriction of the ercdiott or re-creelioa of build¬ 

ings or any class of buildings in ttie whole or any 
part of the municqiality, and of the use to which 
they may be put; 

(b) the prescription a building line on either side or 

both sides oi any street exisHog or proposed ; and 
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(c) Hw emoont of land in such onbailt area wiiich 4iaU be 
trancfenred to Uie eoimnlttee ptdilic purpotea iB> 
^danpuse as public streets by owners of land atiicr 
on pasrment of compensation or' otherwise, provided 
that the total amount so transferred shall not exceed 
2c >4ui ty per cent, and the arntimt transferred without 
payment shall not exceed twwt y " per emit, of - any 
one owner’s land vrithin the municipal area. 

(2) When a scheme has been drawn up under the provi> 
simis of sub-section (1) the committee shall give public notice 
of such scheme and shall at the same time intimate a date not 
less than thirty days from the date of such notice by which any 
person may submit to the committee in wriring any objection or 
suggestkm with regard to such scheme which he may wish to 
make. 

(3) The committee shall consider every objection or sugges¬ 
tion with regard to the scheme which may be received by the 
date intimated under the provisions of sub-section (2) and may 
modify the scheme in consequence of any such objection or sug« 
gestion and shall then forward such scheme as originally drawn 
up or as modified to the Commissioner, who may, if he thinks 
fit, return it to the committee for re-consideration and re-sub¬ 
mission by a specified date; and the Commissioner shall sub¬ 
mit the plan as forwarded, or as re-submitted, as the case may 
be, with his opinion to the local Government, who may sanc¬ 
tion such scheme, or may refuse to sanction it, or may return it 
to the committee for re-consideration and re-submission by a 
specified date. 

(4) if a committee fails to submit a scheme within six 

months of being required to do so under sub-section (1) or fails 
to re-submit a scheme by a specified date when required to do 
so under sub-section (3) or re-submits a scheme which is not 
approved by the local Government, the Commissioner may 
draw up a scheme of which public notice shall 'be given by 
notification and by publication within the municipality together 
with an intimation of the date by which any person may sub¬ 
mit in writing to the Commissioner any objection or suggestion 
which he may wish to make, and the Commissioner shall for¬ 
ward with his opinion any such objection or suggestimi to the 
locad Government, and the local Government may sanction 
such scheme as originally notified or modified in consequence 
of any such objection or suggestion, as the local Government 
map thiidc fit; and the cost of such scheme or such portion of the 
cok!^ the local Government may deem fit shall be defrayed 
from fund. 
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(5) Wben sanctioning a scheme the local Government 
may impose conditions for the submission of periodical reports 
on the progress of the scheme to the Commissioner or to the 
local Government, and for the inspection and supervision of 
the scheme by the local Government. 

Notes. 

S. 192 of the Act III of 1911 has been deleted and the 
present section has been substituted by S. 74 of the Pun¬ 
jab Amendment Act, III of 1933. It will be noticed that 
“ Explanation ” to S. 193 has also been deleted by the Amend¬ 
ment Act, III of 1933. This explanation had become unneces¬ 
sary in view of the enactment of the present section. It 
secures the same object in a more detailed and better way. 

In the 2nd Edition of this book the following remarks 
were made under Explanation to S. 193:— 

When submitting the proposed bill for Act 111 of 1911 for ap¬ 
proval to Government of India the following reasons were given for 
the change intended to be introduced by clause 184 (subsequently 
enacted as S. 193):-“ Opportunity has also been taken in clause 184 
to make it clear that the particular objection to the scheme of 
construction of a pro{K)sed building are not the only grounds on 
which sanction to its erection may be refuseil and that the responsi¬ 
bility of a committee to the public extends to the reser\ation t)f open 
sites and to the prevention of overci-owdiug iixlependently of the 
question of the undesirability of any particular building in question.” 
Bcheme is a term generally employed in Town Planning or Town 
Improvement Acts. There is now a Town Improvement Act in force 
in the Punjab In the absence of any provisions in the Municipal 
Act indicating the nature and scope of the scheme as contemplated 
by the Explanation and in the absence <if any provisions laying down 
the procedure for getting such a scheme sanctioned, it is impossible 
to assume that the scheme as contemplated is on all fours with 
schemes sanctioned under Town Improvement Acts. The nature and 
scoije of the scheme is to be sought in the reasons given when sanc¬ 
tion for contemplated bill was obtained from the Government of India. 
The scheme must have for it- object the prevention of overcniw<l- 
ing in a particular area or the securing of sanitary facilities for the 
residents of the area affected by the scheme; the scheme slwuld con¬ 
template improvements as can lie secured under the pi’ovisions of the 
Municipal Act. 

It is not known if any scheme as contemplated by the Explana¬ 
tion has so far been sanctioned by the Commissioner for any munici¬ 
pality. The lay-out plans sanctioned by the Commissioner forcer- 
tain municipalities are not strictly sjieaking the schemes mentioned 
in S. 193. In this connection the Otwernment Resolution on the Sani¬ 
tary Conference published in P C. Proceetlings No. 2320, dated 11th 
August 1914, may be referred to. The Conference, amongst other 
matters, dealt with the two following problems: (I) extension of exist¬ 
ing towns, (2) improvement and opening of insanitary areas in the old 
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towns. The Government pointed out in the said resolution that the 
committees had done very little so far to cope with the evils arising 
from congested areas and insanitary buildings, from narrow and 
tortuous streets and lack of light and air. They, further poitited out 
that the tendency of the wealthier inhabitants to move out had not 
been properly controlled and that consequently the insanitary features 
of the old town were being reproduced in the suburbs. The lay-out 
plans refer to the first problem while schemes relate to the second 
problem referred to in the Government resolution. 

In Lahore and probably in other large towns the com¬ 
mittees used to submit lay-out plans for future extensions of 
the town in unbuilt areas. This was not a scheme strictly 
speaking for which commissioner could be asked to accoi^ 
his sanction. There was no provision for inviting objec¬ 
tions from the public concerned. In some eases these so- 
called lay-outs worked great hardships in individual cases 
and the influential people sometimes succeeded in gett¬ 
ing the lay-outs amended to safeguard their individual 
interests, constructions in breach of these bye-laws were 
often made and in no ease the committees seem to have 
succeeded in removing such breaches of their lay-outs. 

The present provision removes these defects. Both pro¬ 
blems referred to in Government Resolution published in 
P. G. proceedings No. 2320, dated 11th August 1914 have been 
dealt with. 

Schemes.-— The attention of the readers is invited to the 
provisions of the Town Improvement Act of the Punjab and 
of similar other provincial town planning Acte where various 
schemes possible, for the town are described. Under Punjab 
Town Improvement Act, 1922, the following schemes are 
contemplated: — 

(a) General improvement scheme under S. 22 (1) which 
can be framed under the following cii-cumstanees: — 

22. (1) Whenever it a])pears to the Trust that — 

(a) any buildings which are used or are intended or 

likely to be used as dwelling-place*s within its local 
area are unfit for human habitation, or 

(b) danger is caused or is likely to be caused to the 

health of the inhabitants of such local area or part 
thereof by reason of— 

(*■) the congested condition of streets or buildings or 
groups of buildings in such local area or 
part, or 

(it) the vrant of light, air, ventilation or proper con¬ 
veniences in such local area, or part, or 
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(*») any other sanitary defects in stich local area or 
part, 

the Trust may pass a resolution to the effect that sudi local 
area or part is an insanitary locality and that a General 
Improvement Scheme” ought to be framed in rei^ect of such 
locality and may then proceed to frame such a scheme. 

(6) A rebuilding scheme to be framed under S. 22 (2) 
under the following circumstances: — 

(2) Whenever the Trust declares any local area or part 
thereof to be an insanitary locality within tlie meaning of 
this section, and is of opinion that having regard to the com¬ 
parative value of the buildings in such local area or part and 
Wie sites on w'hieh they are erected it is undesirable to frame 
a General Improvement Sclieme and the most satisfactory 
method of dealing with the local area or any part thereof is 
“ a Rebuilding Scheme,” it may proceed to frame such a 
scheme, which may provide for the. reservation of streets 
and the enlargement of existing streets; relaying out of the 
sites of the local area or part thereof upon the streets so re¬ 
served or enlarged; the demolition of existing buildings and 
their appurtenances upon such sites; and the erection of build¬ 
ings in accordance with the scheme. 

(c) Street schemes and deferred schemes to be framed 
under S. 23 under the following conditions: — 

23. (1) Whenever it appears to the Trust that for the 

purpose of— 

(») providing building sites, or 
(w) remedying dt'fective ventilation, or 
{Hi) creating new’ or improving existing means of com¬ 
munication and facilities for traffic, or 

(iv) affording Ixider facilities for conservancy 

within its local area or part thereof it is expedient to lay 
out new streets, thoroughfares and open spaces, or alter 
existing streets, the Trust may pass a resolution to that 
effect, and shall then proceed to frame “ a Street Scheme ” 
which shall prescribe improved alignments for streets, 
thoroughfares and open spaces for such local area or part as 
the Trust may deem fit. 

(2) Whenever it appears to such Trust that for any of 
the purposes mentioned in sub-section XI) within its local 
area or part thereof it is expedient to provide for the ulti¬ 
mate widening of any existing street by altering the existing 
alignments to improved alignments to be prescribed by the 
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Trust, but that it is not expedient immediately to acquire all 
or any of the properties lying within the proposed improved 
alignments, the Trust, if satisfied of the sufficiency of' its 
resources, may pass a resolution to that eif^t, and forthwith 
proceed to frame a “ Deferred Street Scheme *’ prescrilang 
an alignment on each side of such street. 

(d) Development or expansion schemes under S. 24 are 
as follows; — 

24. (1) The Trust may, for the purpose of development 
of any locality within the municipal limits contained in its 
local area, prepare “ a Development Scheme,’* and 

(2) such Trust may, if it is of opinion that it is 
expedient and for the public advantage to promote and con¬ 
trol the development of and to provide for the expansion of 
a municipality in any locality adjacent thereto, within the 
local area of such Trust prepare “ an Expansion Scheme.*’ 

(3) A Development Scheme ” or “ an Expansion 
Scheme ” may provide for the lay-out of the locality to be 
developed, the pur[K)ses for which particular portions of 
such locality are to be utilised, the prescribed street align¬ 
ment and the building line on each side of the streets pro¬ 
posed in such locality, the drainage of insanitary localities 
and such other details as may appear desirable. 

(e) Housing accommodation schemes are framed under 
S. 25 as follows: — 

25. If the Trust is of opinion that it is expedient and 
for the public advantage to provide housing accommodation 
for any class of inhabitants within its local area such Trust 
may frame “ a Housing Accommodation Scheme ” for the 
purpose aforesaid: 

Provided that if the local Government are satisfied that 
w'ithin the Trust area it is necessary to provide housing 
accommodation for industrial labour, the local Government 
may by onler re(|Uire the Trust to frame a scheme under this 
section an<l to do all things necessary under the Act for exe¬ 
cuting the. scheme so made; and if the Trust fail within such 
time as may be prescribed to frame a scheme to the satisfac¬ 
tion of die local Government and to execute it, the local 
^vernment may eithex* by order requii« the Municipal Com¬ 
mittee to frame and execute a scheme, or themselves frame a 
scheme and take such steps as are necessary to execute it. 
All expenses incurr^ by the local Government or by tte 
municipal committees in the exercise of the powers conferred 
upon them by this section shall, in the first instance, be paid 
out of provincial revenues, but the amount so spent s^all be 
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recoverable from the Trust as if it were a debt due to 
Government and the local Government may attach the rents 
and other income of the Trust. The provisions of S. 72 
shall also apply to all moneys so paid. 

(/) Re-housing scheme.—This is a scheme under S. 26 
under the following conditions:— 

26. Whenever the Trust deems it necessary that accom¬ 
modation should be provided for persons who are displaced 
by the execution of any scheme under this Act, or are like¬ 
ly to be displaced by the execution of any scheme, which it, 
is intended to submit to the local Government for sanction 
under this Act it may frame “ a Re-housing Scheme,” for thiW 
construction, maintenance, and management of such and sc 
many dwellings and shops as ought, in the opinion of the 4 
Trust, to be provided for such persons. 

(g) Combination schemes.—This is contemplated under 
S. 28 (1). This scheme may combine one or more types of 
schemes or any special features thereof. 

Schemes Nos. (o), (5), (c) are schemes for built areas, 
scheme (d) is exclusively for unbuilt areas, while schemes 
(e) and (/) are combination of both. 

Section 192 does not give an exhaustive list of matters 
that may be provided in the schemes. See S. 28 (2) of 
the Punjab Town Improvement Act giving details of several 
other matters which may be provided in the scheme. 

Sub-clause (c) of Section 192.— This is a provision which 
apparently appears to be unicpie; the scheme for unbuilt area 
will certainly raise prices of undeveloped land and on the 
principle of taxation of “ unearned increments,” the taking of 
*30'per cent, of land without compensation is justified. When 
J owners of undeveloped areas prepare lay-out schemes the land 
I for streets and other public purposes has to be left out by 
I the owners who make new streets under S. 170-B—P;the 
I same object is being secured by S. 192 (i) (c). 

Punishment 192-A. If under the provisions of any scheme sanctioned 

for erection under Section 192 the erection or re-erection of buildings 
of building ^ ^ specified area for a specified purpose is prohibited, 
on sanction any person who after such scheme is sanctioned uses any 
^ ^'^under purpose shall and unless it was used for 

in "" purpose brfore the scheme was sanctioned on conviction 

by a nmgistrate be liable to fine which may extend to five 
hundred rupees, and if after such conviction he continues 
to use such bidlding for such puipose he shall be liable to fine 
vduch may extaad to fifty rupees for every day durmg whidi 
sttdh me emalinttes. 
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Notes. 

This section has been introduced by S. 75 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act, III of 1933. Under S. ]92 sub-clause (a) 
the use of buildings erected or re*erected after the sanction 
of a scheme can be restricted. The use of such buildings for 
prohibited purposes is made punishable under the Act. ^ 

The committee is bound to refuse the erection or re-erec¬ 
tion of buildings which contravenes the scheme sanction 
under S. 192 while when such a building has been erected 
or re-erected against a scheme the committee is enjoined to 
require the demolition of such a building. 

193. (1) The committee or execuUve officer ahell I’ower of 

r^me to Moction the crectkm or re-erection of wnr boilchnc ct'mmittse to 
m ccmtrevention of any bye-law made under sub-aection (1) refuse 
of Section 190 or in contravention of any scheme sanctioned 
under sub-section (3) or sub-section (4) of Section 192, 
unless it be necessary to sanction the erection of a building in 
contravention of such a scheme owing to the committee’s 
inability to pay compensation as required by Section 174 for 
the setting back of a building. 

(2) The committee or executive officer may refuse to 
sanction the erection or re>erection of any building for 
any other reason, to be communicated in writmg to the 
applicant, which it or he deems to be just and sufficient as affect¬ 
ing such building, or if the land, on which it is proposed to erect 
or re-erect such building, is Government property or vests in the 
committee, and the consent of Government or the committee 
has not be«i obtained, or if the title to the land is in dilute 
between such person and the committee or the Government. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (1) the com¬ 
mittee or executive officer may sanction the erectkm or re¬ 
erection of any building either absolutely or subject to w ifh 
modifications in accordance with the bye-laws and rules as it 
or he nmy deem fit 

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section 
(1) or sub-section (2) but subject to the provisiims of sub-sec¬ 
tion (2) of Section 190, if the committee or executive officer 
neglects or omits, within mty days of the receipt from any 
person of a valid notice of such person’s intention to erect or 
re-erect a building, or within one hundred and twenty 
days, if the notice relates to a building on the same or part 

, ,* •erne site, on which sanction for the erection of a 
building has bemi refused within the previous twelve 
months, to pass orders sanctioning or refusing to saneffon 
such erection or re-erectkm, such erectum or re-eieetion 
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shall, unless the land on which it is proposed to erect or re¬ 
erect such building's belongs to or vests in the committee 
be demned to have been sanctioned, except in so far as it may 
contravmie any bye-law, or any building or town-plmtning 
scheme sanctioned under Section 192: 

Provided that should a resolution conveying or refusing 
such sanction be suspended under Section 232, the period pres¬ 
cribed by clause (4) shall commence to run ahresh from the 
date of communication of final orders by the Commissioner or 
local Government under Section 235; 

Provided further that if not less than one-fifth of the 
members present vote against a resolution conveying sanction, 
tbe sanction shall be deemed not to have been conveyed until 
idtw the lapse of fourteen days from the passing of the resolu¬ 
tion. 

Notes. 

S. 193 has been repealed and re-enacted with certain 
mcKiifications; therefore under S. 6 of tlie General Clauses 
Act of 1898 the reference to S. 193 in the Kxeeutive Officers 
Act shall be construed as references to S. 193 as amended 
unless a differemt intention appears. 

Executive Officers Act. -In municipalities to which 
the Executive Officers Act has been extended S. 193 is 
deemed to have been amended as indicated in S. 13 of the 
Executive Officers Act. S. 193 as amended by the Executive 
Officers Act should be read as if the words in italics had Ix'ien 
inserted in the section though it does not appear that the 2nd 
proviscj to sub-section (4) was intended to be amended by the 
Executive Officers Act. 

S. 193 as amended by the Executive Officers Act before 
the present amendment read as follows:— 

- 193. Within two months after the receipt of the notice, if any, 

required by sub-section (2) of Section 189, the committee 
or executive officer may refuse to sanction the building or may 
sanction it eitlier absolutely or subject to such modification as it 
or he may deem fit in respect of all or any of the matters specified 
in sub-section (3) of that .section; and the person erecting or 
rercrecting any such buibiing as aforesaid shall comply with the 
sanction of the committee or catecu/fve o/^cer as granted in every 
particular: 

Provided that should the committee or executive officer in any 
caee except that in which notice has been given of an intention to 
build,upon land belon^ng to the committee neglect or omit for two 
montns after the receipt of a valid notice to make and deliver to the 
person who has given such notice an order of sanction or refusal in 
respect thereof, it or he shall be deemed to have sanctioned the pro¬ 
posed building absolutely. 
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Explanation .—The committee or executive o-fjHcer may refuse to 
sanction the erection or re-erection of any building— 

(t) for any reason it or he may deem to be just and sufScient 
as affecting tlie said building, or 

(ii) in pursuance of a general scheme sanctioned by the Com 
missioner restricting the erection or re-erection of build¬ 
ings or any class of buildings— 

(o) for the prevention of overcrowding, or 

(6) in the interests of the residents within such limits, or 

f c' in the interests of tlie public generally, or 

id) for any other public purpose. 

The committee or executive officer may also refuse permission if 
there is any dispute l)etween the committee and the applicant as to 
the title of the land on which it is proposed to erect the buildings 
until such dispute is decided. 


Notes. 


Analogous Law '.— 

Ss, 237 & 238, Bengal District ! 

Municij)al Act, 1884 ' 

Ss 318 & 319, Bengal Munici¬ 
pal Act, XV of 1932. 

S- 188, Beliar and Orissa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 123 & 184, Bomlmy Municipal 
Eloroughs Act, 192f). 

S. 9t) (2), Bombay District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1901. 

S.s. 345-6, Bombay Citv Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1888.* 

S. 100 t2) & t5), Burma Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1898 
Kules 57-59 of Schedule .XVII & 

S. 324 of ('alcutta City Muni¬ 


cipal Act, III of 1923. 

S. 181, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S 99, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 237 & 2.18. Madras City 
Municipal Act, 1919, 

Ss. 201-4, 210 & 212, Madras Dis¬ 
trict Municii>al Act. V of 
1920. 

S. 153 & 170, Rangoon City Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

S. 180, U P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 

Eit(/lish Law :— 

S. 158, Public Health Act, 1875. 


(!hanges introduced by the Amendment Act, III of 1933; 

1 . The Explanation has been repealed in view of intro¬ 
duction of S. 192. 


2. The committees have been enjoined to refuse sanc¬ 

tion of erection or re-erection of any building where such 
building contravenes any bye-laws under S. 190 (1) or 
pontravenes any scheme sanctioned under S. 192 unless 
contravention of the sehenie involves payment of such'"fe6l!fti" 
pensation OMug to atotidhVhcIer^l 174 as the eommitt6e"‘fs 
unabto to pay. .. - * 

3. The committee is bound to disclose reasons for refus- 
al of sanCTion, 
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4. The committees have also been empowered to refuse 
sanction where the building is intended to be erected or 
re-erected on Government property. 

5. Sanction need not be conveyed within 60 days or 120 
days, as the case may be, if the intending building contra¬ 
venes any bye-laws under S. 190 or contravenes any scheme 
under S. 192. 

6 . The period from two months has been changed into 
60 days or l20 days in certain specified eases. 

7. The erection or re-erection can also be refused if 
there is a dispute as to title between the applicant and Gov¬ 
ernment. 

8 . In eases where sanction is suspended under S. 232 
the period will begin afresh from the date of communication 
of orders under S. 235. 

9. Sanction granted cannot be availed of for fourteen 
days if not less than one-fifth of the members present at a 
meeting vote against the sanction. 

Reasons for refusal must be not ultra vires .— Although 
a civil court is not ordinarily entitled to decide the question 
of sufficiency or otherwise of the reasons given by the 
municipal committee for refusing sanction ho build it is 
entitled to see whether the reasons for which sanction has 
been refused are not ultra vires or are not arbitrary or capri¬ 
cious ; and if a committee acts ultra vires or arbitrarily or 
capriciously in refusing sanction a civil court is com^ietent 
to give relief to the person aggrieved against its sanction. 
133 I. C. 549; 1932 Lah. 59. 

Jurisdiction of Civil Courts. - In P. R. 24 of 1890 Or. it was 

held that the sanction of the committee or refusal to sanction 
was absolutely at the discretion of the committee and as long 
as that discretion was exercised bona fide no court had power 
to control that discretion. The opinion of the committee as to 
the injuriousness of the proposed erection or re-erection is 
conclusive and is not liable to be set aside because it might be 
proved to be an incorrect opinion. 

Though the committee are now required to communicate 
the reasons for refusal, courts will not be entitled to interfere 
in the discretion of the committee and as to the sufficiency of 
the reasons advanced, but will have power to interfere if the* 
sanction is refused on grounds on which sanction cannot be 
refused. 

Control on re-erections. —In a case plaintiff sued the 
municipal committee that he had a right to re-erect a mosque 
without interference of the committee. The suit was 
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dismissed in the ground that plaintiff’s remedy was hy 
way of appeal under S. 318 (=S. 225 of ttie Punjab Manicii»l 
Aet) and that the civil court had no, jurisdiction to 
entertain the suit. It was held that the suit was of a 
civil nature, and that if a municipal board assumes 
a power or authority which the law has not given, or acts 
illegally under cover of, and in excess of its, statutory 
powers its action can be challenged in a civil court; but if it 
confines itself within its statutory powers such exercise of the 
powers cannot be questioned in a civil suit, it was also con¬ 
tended that the portion re erected could not be demolished. 
It w’as held that the board had a controlling voice not only in 
eases of erection of a new building or new part of a building 
but also in cases where a building was sought to be re- 
erected or a material alteration was to be made. 1929 
All. 756 (2). 

Jurisdiction of Civil Courts -Remedies open to applicants for 
sanction.— A person aggrieved by any resolution or order 
passed by the municipal committee is entitled to claim redress 
in the civil court if he can satisfy it that the act of committee 
is arbitrary, oppressive or ultra vires. 

A person intended to erect a chabutra in front of his 
house and gave notice of the intention to the committee under 
the provisions of S. 189. The committee refused the permis¬ 
sion on the ground that the title on the land on which it was 
proposed to build, vested in the committee. He brought a 
suit for an injunction against the committee restraining it 
from preventing him from building a platform on the land 
owned and possessed by him: Held that the relief claimed 
implied a prayer for the declaration of the person’s title and 
the court should adjudicate on the (luestion of title in the 
land and if it was found to vest in the person, he wa-^ entitled 
to the injunction prayed for. 1929 Lan. 774; 115 I. C. 755. 

Under a corresponding section of the Bombay District 
Municipal Act it was held that the municipal commissioners 
have ^scretion given to them for issuing such orders as 
are necessary when a person applies for permission to erect 
a proposed building. The civil courts can interfere only 
when the commissioners exercise the authority thus given to 
them in a capricious, wanton and oppressive manner. 

The plaintiff was the owner of two houses on each side 
of the passage of an open square containing three or four 
other houses. He proposed to connect the two houses by 
building a storey across the passage at such a height as not 
to interfere with the passage of those who were entitled to 
go to and fro. He applied to the local municipality for per- 
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mission to build in the manner he proposed. The munici¬ 
pality refused the sanction on the ground that it was likely 
to interfere with the access of light and air.to the neighbour¬ 
ing houses. 

The plaintiff thereupon sued the municipality to est¬ 
ablish his right to build the proposed structure. It was 
contended for the plaintiif that the municipality ought not to 
have refused permission in the interests of the neighbouring 
householders, who were well able to protect their own righte 
in case of in.iury: 

HeW that the suit would not lie, as tlie order of the 
municipality refusing permission was not an unreasonable 
one under the circumstances of the ease. 12 Bom. 4f>0. 

See on the same subject P. K. 52 of 1900; P. R. 45 of 
1905 ; 2 I. C. 357; P. R. 58 of 1907; 6 1. C. 431. 

A person has no right to build balconies to his house 
projecting over his own land after a municipality refuses 
to grant jiermission to build them; and having once put up 
such balconies he is not entitled to obtain from the civil court 
an injunction to restrain the municipality from removing the 
balconies erected in defiance of their refusal. 2 Bom. L. R. 
572. 

Where the plans are refused by the committee and an 
appeal is also dismissed, no suit for sanction of the plans lies. 
So long as the committees act honestly their decision, provid¬ 
ed it is not in excess of their authority, i^ not capable of be¬ 
ing reviewed by courts, and if the plans are rejected mala fide 
the aggrieved party has no remedy by a regular suit. His 
only remedy is an application for an order to compel the 
committee to hear the matter in the manner provided by the 
law. 22 1. C. 388. 

Remedy by mandamus. —Courts have no power to compel 
committees to grant sanction of plans. Courts in the moffus- 
sil have no power under S. -15, Specific Relief Act, The 
legislature have deliberately withdrawn from the courts in 
this country that power, which is possessed by the courts of 
justice * at home,* to compel a municipal corporation to do 
their duty and to restrain them from doing that which it is 
not in their province to do, - a power which has been reserved 
to the High Court in its ordinary original jurisdiction with 
respect to the presidency towns, but which has been with¬ 
held in respect of any of the municipalities in the moffussil. 
17 Cal. 329. 

Principies of ultra When the action of the munici¬ 

pality is beyond the scope of the authority given by the Acts 
the civil courts have power to interfere. 
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Plaintiff applied to rebuild certain kothries the doors of 
which were to open on the adjoining land belonging to the 
cioiinralttee. The committee granted the application on the 
condition that the plaintiff affght build on his own land, but 
that he should not open any doors on the municipal land; 

Held, that as the municipal committee had no power 
when dealing with public matters to use its statutory powers 
to protect its private rights, its action in restraining ^ 
plaintiff from opening the doors on the municipal land was 
ultra vires. Ci% il courts have jurisdiction to set aside and 
restrain all such acts of a municipal committee which do not 
■ fall within the scope of the authority given to it bv the Muni- 
' eipal Act. P. R. 45 of 1905. 

Plaintiff sued to obtain a prohibitory injunction to 
restrain the defendant municipality from removing a balcony 
with overhanging eaves which the plaintiff had constructed 
over the otla of his house abutting a private street. The 
municipality contended that the plaintiff had disregarded the 
condition under which he obtained their permission to con¬ 
struct the balcony and that, therefore, under the Bombay 
District Municipal Act, VI of 1873, S. 33 (3) and a bye-law 
framed by the municipality, they were entitled to require the 
removal of the structure completed in contravention of 
municipality’s orders, w’hile the plaintiff contended that as the 
balcony was not over a public street he was entitled to 
build it: 

Held, that having regard to the terms of S. 33 of 
the Bombay District Municipal Act, every municipality has 
die power given to it by the legislature to regulate the con¬ 
struction of buildings whether they abutted on a public OT 
a private street, and action taken under the section by the 
municipality, unless it bo inconsistent with its pro\’isions, 
would be legal, provided it is reasonable. The mischief in¬ 
tended to be struck at by the section is that arising- from the 
erection of buildings without proper regard to public health 
and sanitation, the intention of the Act being to make the 
municipality trustees of the public in all sanitary matters. 
Plaintiff having failed to show that the action of the munici¬ 
pality complained of was either illegal or ultra vires, the 
injunction sought for was not granted. 27 Bom. 221. 

In imposing conditions to the sanction the municipality 
has no power to compel persons to do something quite 
foreign to the object of the application and to the purpose 
and object for which the power of sanction was given. 
P. R. 27 of 1901. 
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^Erection of a new verandah on the site of an old vsei'iui* 
dah which has ceased to exist is an erection within the meahr 
inc of S. 237 of the Bengal Municipal Act, III of 1884, aud 
Ih^le to be demolished if erected in contravention of muni¬ 
cipal sanction. 

A municipal committee which can sanction a building 
absolttb^if or in accordance with roies' 

is empowered to make cannot, unless it h^s' madS 
suelTrules, impose auy restriction and is bound either to 
refuse sanciibn or grant it ateolutely and without reservation. 

Where sanction to build is given by a municipality 
sublet fo'^an^* «r#ra ^ restriction, the restriction is riot 
"XiiMing and m^ay ^ I. C. 355.^ 

I 2. Reasons for refusal— In view of the 

amendment introduced by S. 76 of the Punjab Amendment Act 
the committees have to communicate the reasons for refusal. 
P. R. 24 of 1890 Cr. laying down that the committee is 
not bound to set forth its reasons for refusing sanction is 
no longer applicable. Following are the reasons for which 
the committee are empowered to refuse sanction:— 

1. Non-compliance with bye-laws made under S. 190 or 
contravention of any scheme sanctioned under S. 192. 

2. For any just and sufficient reason as aiTeeting the 
building to be erected or re-erected. 

3. If the proposed buUding is to be erected or re¬ 
erected on land which is Government property or which 
veste in the committee. 

4. If there is a dispute as to title of land to be built 
upon between Government or committee and the person 
applying for erection or re-erection. See 1.932 Lah. .'39 but 
this dispute must be with the committee or Government. A 
dispute between applicant and a third party will not justify 
refusal. Under reason No. 2 the committees have very wide 
discretion to sanction or refuse if, in the opinion of the 
committee, there is just and sufficient reason affecting such 
building. 

Explanation.— The Explanation to S. 193 as it stood 
before amendment in 1933 has been omitteti and incorporated 
in S. 192. 

Byeolawt under S. 190 and powers of committees. —Where 
bye-laws under S. 190 have been framed the municipal 
committee has power to make standing orders with 
regard to specifications and designs of all buildings to be 
elated in the municipal area, and if the specifications and 
designs of a proposed building do not comply with the 
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bye-lawa under S. 190 the proposal shall be rejected. Where 
sudi bye-laws have not been framed each application will be 
taken up on its merits and the intending builder is under no 
obligation to see that his designs conform to any particular 
regulation. But the absence of bye-laws under S. 190 does 
not prevent a municipality from refusing permission to 
erect or re-erect a building under S. 193 on t!;e points men¬ 
tioned under S. 190. 49 I. C. 463. 

Power of refusal. — No powcr is given to a co mmittee abso - 
lutely to deprive owners of IheTeiatima fe us^'^qT"" 

Tfie OMeeT^oi the section reauinne notice of erec 
erection of a Muain g is to _ 

^EneDunmng ana we sartacauw oTits structural 


Q the nei 


™e 




or convemen^^ 


■^aiiniIn the vlemay: 

S. 180 of the Madras District Municipalities Act corres¬ 
ponds, though not exactly, to S. 193 of this Act. Under the f 
.i ^ a dras A ct it has been hfld that the section does ri SF^y^ \ 
pbwer to mumcipaiitles to deprive owners of "the legiti ma te 

safely anosamtation of the Imildings to be newty.XxactftdL 
_^ere, therefore^ the municipality allowed sanction on a 
portion only of the land as the reniairiing portion was requir- ' 
ed for widening a street, the oi^er of sanction .w^„hgM,wbc. 
illegal and the owner of the land building on the entire land 
was held to have committed no offence jas the committee cbuld 
a^BOuire jSie portion required under Land Acquisition Act. 
rg Mad. 230. [Du^d. in 27 Bom. S2l.^ . . 

The municipalitv have no power on an application to 
build, to pass an order Which pr;^C^TIy amoupt^ 

would 1^. jniiUed Jo direet.th^.. £ri5!th?^<Ljl3ilumg 

^ould be setback to ascertain distance frpni,,^^S^^ 


,£'i-..£i:Sr 


Kiniaing open spaces ^ould be Wtwi^J 
ygntrngmg’ appliea^frpm.^^^ 


Under a corresponding section of Bombay District 
Municipal Act it has lieen held that the section does not em¬ 
power the municipality to deprive owners of the legitimate 
use of their land or to refuse permission to build at all, but it 
does confer on the municipality a very wide power of regulat¬ 
ing buildings. The object of the power is to secure the 
safety and sanitation of the buildings to be newly erected. 
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This power thou^ an encroachment on private rights is 
not inconsistent with the Act. 44 1. C. 346. 

Under the Punjab Municipal Act, however, the municipal¬ 
ities have mnch wider powers, and under these powers they 
can absolutely refuse sanction to a building on grounds men¬ 
tioned in the section. 

Cowshed is a building; the fact that the municipality 
were willing to approve of the lease of the land for building 
purposes would in no way estop them f ri>m refusing to sanc¬ 
tion any particular erection thereafter and if circumstances 
had changed and had become, in their opinion, inexpedient to 
allow any building vrhatever on the site. 1926 Nag. 281: 92 
I, O. 796. 

Plaintiff wanted to build another storey on his western 
wall, and got permission. According to a compromise in a 
dispute with his neighbours he agreed to pull down the old 
wall on which he was going to build and to build further 
back. The municipal committee objected tf) this. The plain¬ 
tiff therefore began to follow out his old plan. The munici¬ 
pality again objected: 

Held, the objection was factious. The municipality was 
not entitled to object to the rebuilding of the old wall where 
it stood with the addition to which it had given permission. 
1922 Bom. 344. 

Implication of sanction.— A sanction, express or implied, 
to the erection of a specified building necessarily carries with 
it a right to put up such ordinary scaffolding as would be 
necessary under ordinary eireumstanecs for the execution of 
the work. 29 All. 737. 

Revocation of sanction and damages. —There is no provi¬ 
sion in the Act for C/anccllation of the sanction once given: 
P. R. 52 of 1900. The sanction to build given under the 
^ Calcutta Municipal Act, II of 1888, was held to be absolute 
I and the corporation was held not entitled to revoke or with- 
I draw it. The corporation must be taken to be bound by the 
I acts of its officers. Where the corporation has granted 
sanction to the grantee after the premises had been duly in- 
*! spected and approved of by its officers for erecting a mill on 
'■ his giving an undertaking, it has no right, in an action of 
I damages caused by the withdrawal of the sanction to plead 
in defence that the officers w’ho inspected the site made a 
f mistake and that the sanction was not binding. The corpora- 
i held liable for damages incurred by plaintiff 

I through illegal withdrawal of sanction. 30 Cal. 317. 

I An order once passed under S, 193 cannot be rescinded 
I or varied from time to time. The whole tenor of sections 



dealing with the sanction of new building shows that what is^ 
contemplated is an application by the citizen, a period of j 
time during which the municipality should (^onsider the merits 
of that application and then issue the orders once and for all. 
Hence a notice revoking or modifying a sanction once grant¬ 
ed is illegal and prosecution based on such notice is illegal. 
39 I. C. 298. 

If the sanction is by a sub-committee and the order of 
y sub-committee is open to revision or appeal, the sanction 
: ‘ granted by a sub committee can be set aside by the General 
Board. 1922 Bom. 247. 

^ . An order granting permission to a person to build a 
privy on his own land is linal under S. 193 and any sub- 
sequent order prohibiting him from proceeding with the eon- 
. struetion of the privy is not justilied under any section of 
' the Act. Under S. 125, however, the demolition of the privy 
can be enforced C/.47 J. O. 145; 42 Bom. 029. 

A permission to build granted cannot be revoked. The 
question of defective title of the applicant is irrelevant in 
this enquiry. 61 I. C. 428; 45 Bom. 797. 

Under S. 19o-A now sanction can be modilied. 

Implied sanction. —Where a municipal committee fails to 
pa.ss orders of sanction or refusal within two months of the 
receipt of a valid notice under S. 189, the applicant is 
warranted to build his house and must be deemed to have 
obtained the sanction. U. R. 9 of 1901 Or. 

The tacit sanction under the proviso covers only erections 
or rc-erections of buildings but does not cover structures 
falling within the mi'aning of the S. 172. P. R. 62 of 190F & 
92 I. 0. 765. 

A person building according to his own plans after the 
prescribed period after his submission of plans for the 
sanction of the committee, cannot be, convicted of , non-com¬ 
pliance with notice issued under S. 195. Cf. 5 C. W. N. 42. 

When a person giving a notice under S. 189 for re-erec¬ 
tion of a building begins to re-erect the building after waiting 
for sixty days he cannot be stopped from building the erection, 
and if he suffers damages for such illegal stoppage, he can 
maintain a suit for damages. 37 All. 220; 28 1. C. 143. 

If wuthin the period of sixty days the municipal coundl 
does not grant the license, the applicant can proceed to con¬ 
struct, re-construct or extend a wall or building, as the ease 
may be, but such construction must be in accordance with 
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the plan which accompanied his application. Cf. 1927 Mad. 
241 98 1. C. 654. 

In the ease of tacit sanction the builder must strictly 
adhere to his plans, otherwise the tacit sanction will not 
avail. 

Commencement of the period of two months.— The period 
; of two months during which the committee should sanction 
I or refuse the application to build, is to be computed from the 
! date when complete plans and specifications are submitted in 
I such a form as to make them possible of being considered by 
[ Hie committee. Cf. 5 O. W. N. 42. 

Where the sanction is suspended under S 232 of the Act 
the sanction will start afresh from the date of communica¬ 
tion of final orders under S. 235. 

Nature or extent of orders under the section. —It Will be 
observed that the orders which the committees are empower¬ 
ed to pass on building applications may take one of four 
forms: (o) the committee must refuse; (&) the committee 
miy refuse the building; or (c) it may sanction the building; 
or (d) may sanction the building subject to certain modifica 
tions. Any order which does not fall under one or other of 
these forms will not be a legal order. The practice of some 
municipalities to pass intermediary orders before final re¬ 
fusal or sanction has no 3 ustificath)n in law’. An order in the 
form “ refused and referred to some committee for some pur¬ 
pose’^ is not a final refusal especially as the plans keep on 
being considered without any fresh application for the pur 
pose. jijpausliiJsQj^e ohsejcyed™ nmst be 

(^mpi§;fegd within the prescri^ orders conveyed, 

must ein^lelilie owner to avail of the sanetipiTunm^^alelji^ 
on prescribed^.” The practice m ihe 

liffiore MumcYp^ sanction the building subject to align¬ 
ment to be given by some municipal official is not a legal order 
especially when the committee cannot, and dc^es not, lay down 
the ali gnm ent before the expiry of the period prescribed for 
sanction. In the Pu njab period ^uring which the committees 
have to pass linaF order^ is the longest a0 it is to b e expebTed 
that all enquiries vrould }je completed. witBln'thm^ 

"^Tig nm ent has to~be laid dowm it must be done before Unction 
is conveyed and the alignment should either be marked 
on the plan or marked on the spot within the prescribed 
period. Conv^eying sanction subject to alignment to be given 
afterwards and withholding the return of the plans is not an 
o rder contemplated under the Act. 

Clause 3. Sanction absolute or subject to conditions. —The 

word “ absolutely *’ is used as alternative to “ subject to such 
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modiBcation.” It does not imply that the municipal com¬ 
mittee has the unrestricted power to refuse to sanction a 
building, or that it is not bound to disclose its reasons for 
such refusal. Moreover the word “ absolutely ” does not 
qualify “ refuse to sanction,*’ but it governs the power of the 
committee to sanction the building. 1932 Lah. 59; 133 I. 

C. 549. 

Sanction subject to conditions.— A condition that a certain 
wall in the plan of the proposed building should be put 
back a certain distance was held to be within the powers 
of the committee to impose. A committee may not have 
the power to order demolition of an existing wall but when 
an application to erect a new building including the wall as | 
an integral part of it, is made the committee has power to | 
order its putting back. 1924 Lah. 393; 71 I. C. 775. « 

Under a corresponding provision of the Madras Dist¬ 
rict Municipal Act it was held that the municipal commit¬ 
tee cannot Insist upon any person who asks for permission 
to erect a building upon his own land leaving a portion of 
it for the use of the public vrhen it grants sanction. It is 
ultra vires for the municipal committee to impose such a condi¬ 
tion while sanctioning the same. l';)27 Mad. 241; 98 I. C. 654. 

Act but if It IS desired .tb%t-tb^Jb.ad.Mt_lw. I 

^rtoTastreetcon^ I 

A drain passed through private property carrying the 
drainage water of the street. Owner applied to build a 
house and to roof the drain. Permission was granted 
sub,ieet to the condition that the drain shoiild not be blocked 
and that a space of three feet wide around the di*ain should 
be left vacant for the sweeper to come and clean the drain. 
The. comlitions laid down were held to be accessory to the 
right of the committee to the drain and it was /ic/d*tliat the. 
committee was etititled to demand reasonable convenience 
for cleaning and supervising the drain. 1927 Lah. 891 ; 100 
I. C. 813. 

The building of a verandah is an erection or re-erec¬ 
tion within the meaning of S. 237 of the Bengal Municipal 
Act, and, therefore, sanction is necessary. But unless rules 
are made under S. 241, the municipality must either grant 
or refuse sancti^)n without reservation where no such 
rules are framed; a sanction with reservation is ultra vires 
and can be disregarded. 1922 Pat. 118; 63 I. C. 355. 

Sanction withont reservation - Subsequent modificatum.— 

When a cantonment authority grants permission without 
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any reservation so far as the ue of the baildin^ for 
shops was concerned, its subsequent resolution m^ifying 
the previous one by adding the words “ shops rejected ” 
is ulira vires. l93'J Lah. 822; 126 I. C. 525. 

Ap^al or other remedies against refusal. — Where plans 
have been rejected by the committee and the appeal to the 
co mm issioner has been rejected, the owner of the proposed 
building has no remedy in a civil court unless he proves that 
the action of the committee is illegal or mala fide. This 
remedy in the civil courts is only possible where application 
under 's. 45 of the Specific Relief Act cannot lie. 

It would seem, however, where S. 45 is not applicable 
I. that the only relief which the courts can grant is to set aside 
} the order of refusal as mala fide and leave the committees 
I to pass orders according to law. 40 Cal. 836: 22 I. C. 388. 

A person served with a notice under Ss. 195 and 172 for 
re-erecting a house against express conditions of sanction 
under S 393 and also for constructing structures without 
written permission overhanging a street cannot (juestion the 
validity of the notice in a civil suit. His proper remc<ly is 
an appeal under S. 225. 35 T. C. 222. 

The remedy of a person aggrieved by an order of a 
municipality refusing to give him permission to repair and 
re-erect his gallery and arches, is an ap})eal as pro\ided in 
S. 225 of the Act and not a suit for perpetual injunction 
and damages. Cf. 25 I. C. 207; 36 All. 329. 

Where plaintiff seeks to set aside the order of the board 
directing the demolition of the building alleged to be con¬ 
structed without board’s sanction and contrary to the sanc¬ 
tioned plan no suit lies in a civil court. His remedy is to 
appeal from the order of the board under S. 225 within thirty 
days from the date of the direction or order. Cf. 1926 Oudh 
413; 9.") I. C. 122. 

Whether the refusal is proper or improjjer it cannot l)e 
questioned in a civil court. The only remedy of a person 
aggrieved is to move the appellate court under S. 225. Any 
order passed by the appellate C(>urt is final and cannot Ik; 
questioned in any other manner or by anv other authority. 
Cf. 1926 All. 18; 88 I. C. 814. 

A refusal to sanction the erection or re-erection of a 
building is not ultra vires of a municipal board. Where 
notice under S. 389 having been given the municipal board 
exercised its discretion under S. 193 in refusing the build¬ 
ing, tbe plaintiff’s only remedy if he feels aggrieved by the 
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orde? is to ap{ml to ttie depaty commissioner under S. 225. 
If the order of the municipal board i s illegal h e may aide 
the deputy com missio ner to refer The ©omtuTtfie High 
Uour^ Where this nas not been done ano^ xne aepirty 
commissioner has confiraied the order of the municipal board 
fliat order is final and cannot be questioned in any other 
manner or by any other authority. Hence under such cir¬ 
cumstances the plaintiff cannot bring a suit in a civil court 
asking an injunction restraining the municipal board from 
interfering with his construction. Cf. 1925 All. 699; 88 I. C. 
899. 

Note. —In the United Provinces Act there is an express 
provision liniitihg the reme^ 16 app^eal, vide iS. 231 61 the 

provision in th^’ Phrtjkb MhffieTjiaf Act where failure to appeal 
is no bar to the suit in a civil court if the action of the muni¬ 
cipal committee is ultra vires or unreasonable and arbitrary, 
vide P. R. 62 of l9l9. 1926 Oudh 413 supra. See also 1932 

Lah. 597. 

Remedies of the public aigainst buildioss bnflt nvithont 
seuction or against the bye-laws.— If the committee fails to 
take any action against the offending building or is other¬ 
wise TOwerless to deal with such building it would appear 
that file public would have no remedy against the offending 
building unless the building constitutes a public nuisance. 
In case the building constitutes a private nuisance or inter¬ 
feres with the legal Hghts of any individual he will have a 
cause of action. In England and presidency towns, however, 
the Attorney-General has authority to restrain vtdiat are 
called nuisances In lavr if the local authority has not suffi¬ 
cient power to enforce compliance with law. The subject 
is fully discussed in 5 I. C. 213, in which it was remarked 
that there are two kinds of public nuisances: actual and 
constructive, or public nuisances in fact and public nuis¬ 
ances in law. Wliat is meant by a constructive or puWie 
nuisance in law is that which is only wrong because it con¬ 
travenes the provisions of an Act, and the tost in all those 
eases is whether if there were no Act the public nuisance 
complained of would exist at all. 5 I. C. 213; 12 Bom. 
L. R. 274. 

S. 91 of the Code of Civil I’rocedure is restricted in 
terms to public nuisances in fact. Therefore, a construc¬ 
tive public nuisance can be no ground for a suit under 
that section, but the Advocate General in India, like the 
Attorney-General in England, has special power to take 
proceedings in respect of the latter class of nuisances. la 
all such cases his activity ought to be ag^lied (a) either 
agmnst the offending local authority; <&) or where powers 
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ins comidianee with tfie provisions of the Act, to suppi 

ment those provisions by his special remedies. 

In India, as in England, no mandatory inunction private 
ever be asked for, much less granted, agamst a pnv 
individual for a mere nuisance in law, except where it 
has been created and persisted in in defiance of local authority 
and such authority has not sufficient power to enforce 
compliance with the law. 

Statutory remedies —General principles governing 
remedies. —Where persons are laying out a new street in such 
a manner as not to comply with the requiremente of bye-laws 
made by a local authority under Public Health Act, which 
presents a penalty for infringement recoverable by summary 
proceedings ^fore justices, the High Court of Justice has 
Turisdietion to enforce the bye-laws by injunction in an 
action brought by the Attorney-General at the relation of 
the loeal authority and by local authority. 


It was urged in this ease that the action would not lie and 
that the only remedies open to the plaintiffs were those pres¬ 
cribed in S. 158 of Public Health Act, 1875, and the councils’ 
bye-laws. It was further urged in defence that the Act has 
created a new offence for which a certain penalty has been 
imposed and that there is no remedy by way of injunction. 
The Act itself has imposed no penalty, but has enabled the 
local authority to impose a penalty by bye-laws for the pur¬ 
pose. The statute has enjoined something, has itself impos¬ 
ed no penalty but has provided machinery by the use of 
which penalty may be imposed. That machinery has been 
employed. 


As regards the remedies open to a party complaining 
of a breach of statutory duty certain general principles 
have been laid down in Wolverhampton New Water Works 
Co V. Hawkesford (1859) 6 C. B. (n ^) 3365 as 

follows: There are three classes of eases in which a liability 
may 1 ^ established founded upon a statute. One is, where 
there ivas a liability existing at common law and that 
liability is affirmed by a statute which gives a special 
and peculiar form of remedy different from the remedy 
which existed at common law’: there unless the statute 
contains words which expressly or by necessary implication 
exclude the common law remedy, the party suing has election 
to pursue either that or the statutory remedy. The second 
class of cases is where the statute gives the right to sue 
merely but provides no particular form of remedy. There 
the party can only proceed by action at common law. There 
is a third class, vie., where a liability not existing at common 
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law is created by a statute which at the same time giVes 
a special and particular remedy for enforcing it. The 
remedy provided by the statute must be followed, and it is 
not open to the party to pursue the course applicable to eases 
of the second class. The form given by the statute must 
be adopted and adhered to. There is, however, one exception 
to the general rule. There may co-exist a remedy by in¬ 
junction to protect a right. This is an ancillary remedy in 
equity by injunction to protect a right. That is a mode of 
preventing that being done, which, if done, would be an 
offence. Whenever an act is illegal and is threatened, the 
court will interfere and prevent the act being done. In 
this case it was urged that plaintiffs * claim is not based on 
any right of property but only on the fact that what has 
been done is an interference with public rights in respect 
of a highway. The Attorney-Gieneral suing in respect 
of invasion of public rights has as much right in respect of 
invasion of public rights to invoke the aid of the court as 
a private owmer suing in respect of his rights. 

If there w’ere no remedy except the statutory remedy, 
a public authority might by circumstances be render^ 
impotent although it had made bye-law’s. Att.-Gen. v. 
Ashbourne Recreation Grounds Co., (1903) 1 Ch. 101. 

No suit for injunction to restrain the commission of 
acts in breach of bye-law's or Public Health Acts, lies in the 
absence of Attorney-General. Devonport Corporation v. Tozer 
(1903) 1 Ch. 759. See also Attorney-General V. Wimhledowtt 
House Estate Co., Ltd., (1904) 2 Ch. 34. 

Note .—In the Punjab the .statutory remedy is exclusive. 

Infringement of building regulations. — Under building 
regulations one rule required that no building is permitted 
to be erected within tw^o feet of a public road, lane or drain. 
Under anotlier rule the distance between the perpendicular 
from the eaves of a house to the nearest boundary of the 
building on which such house is about to be erected must be 
three feet or such place must be kept free from all obstruc¬ 
tions. In a case an accused was convicted' for infringement 
of the above regulations. The evidence of the prosecution 
showed that the accused had only laid the foundation a few 
feet below’ the ground level, the brick-work of which had 
not even reached the plinth level, and there w’as no evidence 
to show what kind of building tiie accused was going to 
construct and whether the main building when completed 
would contravene the clauses of the rules for infringing 
which he had been convicted, nor had the committee taken 
steps to enforce the submission of the plan; Held that the 
conviction could not be maintained because in fact there was 
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no building in existence and it was not known whether and 
where the building would be erected. 52 I. C. 386. 

CiMue (3).— It would be noticed that under S. 240 the 
local Government is empowered to frame rules under Ss. 189 
wid 190 where the committee fails to frame them. The order 
of aanetion therefo-re, can be made subject to modification 
in accordance witii the bye-laws framed by committees or in 
accordance with rules framed by local Government under 
S. 240 (3) is). 

Period within which sanetkm to be communicated. —Where 
a building is sought to be erected or re-erected on a site or 
on a portion thereof for which sanction has already been re¬ 
fused within the previous twelve months, the period is 120 
days. 

Proviso to clause (4). —This is a unique provision not to 
be found in any other provincial Municipal Acts. In order to 
enable the applicant to wait for fourteen days before availing 
of the sanction, he must be informed that the resolution has 
not been carried by votes of t of the members present. The 
object of the provision appears to be to enable the minority 
to secure either modification of the sanction as contemplated 
under S. 193-A or to enable them to move the Deputy Com- 
miasioner or Commissioner to take action under S. 232. 

Clause (1). —The clause enjoins the committee to refuse 
®ioetion in such eases, but if the committee in any such ease 
sanctions a building, such sanction must be deemed to be in¬ 
valid and action under S. 195 will be necessary. Though S. 
195 enjoins the committees to require demolition of buildings 
contravening the scheme sanctioned under S. l92 there 
is no such duty imposed in cases of contravention of bye- 
laws under S. 190. This appears to be anomalous especial¬ 
ly when under clause (1) the committee is bound to refuse 
sanction. 


•Power of 
committee to 
direct modi¬ 
fication of 
a sanctioned 



fore its com 
pletion. 


193-A. If at any time before the completion of a build¬ 
ing of which the erection has been sanctioned under Section 193 
the committee finds that any modification of the sanctioned 
ftlan ia necessary, the committee may, subject to compmuation 
for aiiy loss to which the owner may he put, direct that the 
hnfidmg be modified accordingly. 

Notes. 


This section has been introduced by S. 77 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act, III of 1933. No corresponding provision 
has been discovered in any other provincial or city Munici¬ 
pal Acts. This enables the committees to rectify their negli¬ 
gence in not fully considering the implications of the scheme 
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of a proposed building. In the Punjab fee committ ee s have 
longest period for considera tion ort he j^an s and there is 
ibereiore the less excuse ior thenTl o^pa ss ’orHeralMideh 
should require mbdiSeaiioliH they wouw 

b^'WHTSfims^d xo' tak?! aefSoh as early as possible, ptherwise 
' the ccanpensation to be paid may become prohibitive. 


194. Every teiictioa for tlie erecdoa or rc-erectimi of 
•ny buildiiBg which thall be givoi or be deoned to hove been 
idven, by a committee, [or executive officer] shall remain b 
force for one year only from the date of sndi sanction, 

or for such longer period as the committee may have allowed 
when conveying sanction under S. 189. Should the ereetMm 
or re-erection of the building not have been commenced 
widiin one year and completed within two years or such 
as may have been allowed by the committee 
ell be deemed to have lapsed; but such lapse 
shall not bar any subsequent application for fresh sanction 
under the foregoing provisions of the Act. 


longer period 

the mnetion s 


Lapse of 
sa ji ' c t i o n 
after one 
year from 
the date of 
such wic- 
tion. 


Notes. 

The section corresponds to clause (6) of S. 92 of the 
old Act with considerable modification. 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 239) Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

R, 325, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 189, Behar and Oriasa Munici 

pal Act, 1922. 

S. 123 (G), Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 96 (4) (6), Bombay District 
Municipal Act, III of 1901. 

Ss. 345 & 347, Bombay City 
Municipal Act, III of 1888. 


S. 183, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

S. 102, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 242 & 253, Madras City 
Municipal Act, 1919. 

Ss. 204 & 213,. Madras District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 153 (b), Rangoon Ciiy Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

S. 181, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


Recent changes.— This section substituted by S. 78 of the 
Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933, has added the words in 
italics. The building must now be commenced within year of 
sanction and completed within two years from the date of 
sanction. The committees have been empowered to allow 
longer period for completion when sanctioning plans and in 
such cases the building must be completed within the period 
allowed. The building must be commenced within one year 
even in cases where longer period is allowed for completion. 

Executive Officers Act— In municipalities te which the 
Act applies the words in brackets should be deemed to have 
been added. 
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Ezt«Micm of period. • In some manicipalities if the 
sanction is not availed of within the year, the intending 
builder returns the plan endorsed with the previous sanction 
and applies for the extension of the sanction. The committee 
usually passes a resolution extending the period of sanction 
for anotlier year. This practice is not legal. When the 
building sanctioned is not commenced within the period pre¬ 
scribed by the section, the owner should put in a fresh appli¬ 
cation according to the procedure laid down under bye-laws 
framed under §. 189 (3) and such application should be 
considered on its own merits having regard to the circum¬ 
stances existing at the time when the fresh application is 
made. 

Completion of building. —The section does now make it 
obligatory that a building for which sanction has been grant¬ 
ed or which has been commenced within the period fixed, 
must be completed within two years or within tlie time allow¬ 
ed at the time of sanction. This time cannot be less than two 
years. The person obtaining the sanction is not at liberty 
to commence and finish each separate part of the building as 
sanctioned, thereafter convenient to him, provided he has 
commenced some part of the building operations within the 
period of one year from the date of the sanction. J f some 
part has been commenced within one year the rest must be 
completed within two years or within the period allowed. 
P. R, 61 of 1905 Cr. is no longer good law. In ease a build¬ 
ing is not completed within two years or within the period 
allowed, fresh sanction to complete the building must be 
obtained. 

A building constructed after the lapse of sanction is a 
building without sanction. 40 1. C. 307. 

A time limit fixed by order of sanction within which the 
applicant is to commence his building was held ultra vires. 
51 I. C. 262. 

Sanction undn* Act XIII of 1884.— There was no corres¬ 
ponding provision under Act XUl of 1884. Any sanction 
granted at the time w'hen that Act was in force eanm^t be 
availed of after the commencement of Act XX of 189], because 
under S. 2 of that Act the old sanction must be treated as if 
it had been granted under that Act, and could be availed of 
only within one year of the coming into force of that Act. 

P. R. 9 of 1905. 


_ i.e/ore tlie coming into torcm of the 

buildings commenced but 
not completed under sanction granted before tiie 
cacpe mto force it is doubtful if ig 
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ean apply to such buildings. Sueh sanction carried with it 
the right to complete the buildings at any time after it had 
been commenced within the year of sanction. Is this a vest¬ 
ed right which cannot be affected by change in the lawf We 
do not tbink so. 


19S. Shonlfl a bailduig be began, erected or re<«reeted ** Penalty to 
^o) witboat Mnetion as required by Section 189 (1); w 
(6) without notice as required by Section 189 (2){ or 
(c) when sanction has been refused, 

the - committM ^ notice deliver to the owner within 
executive officer 

six months from the completion of the building require the build 
ing to be altered or demolished as it/he may deem necessary 
vrithin the period specified in such notice ; and should it be 
begun or erected— 

(d) in contravention of the terms of any sanction granted; 
or 


(«) when the sanction has lapsed; or 

(/) in contravention of any bye-law made under Section 
190; or, in the case of a building of which the erec¬ 
tion has been deemed to be sanctioned under Section 
193 (‘^'), if it contravenes any bye-law or any scheme 
sanctioned under Section 192: 

the - may by notice to be delivered to tile 

executive officer 

owner within six months from the completion of the building 
require the building to be altered in such manner as it/he may 
deem necessary, within the period specified in guch notice: 

Provided that the committee may, instead of requiring the 
alteration or demolition of any such building, accept by way of 
compensation such sum as it may deem reasonable; 


Provided also that the committee shall require a buildnsg 
to be demolished or altered so far as is necessary to avoid con¬ 
travention of a building scheme drawn up under Section 192; 


Provided further that if any notice is issued by the 
Executive Officer under this section on the ground that a building 
has been begun or has been erected in contravention of the terms 
of any sanction granted or in contravention of any bye-law made 
under sectiori 190 the person to whom the notice is issued may, 
within fifteen days from the date of service of such notice, appeal 
to the committee, and, subject to the provisions of Sections 225, 
232 and 226, the decision of the committee shall be final. 
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Note*. 


This section was first amended by S. 7 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act, XV of 1926. S. 79 of Act III of 1933 now 
substitutes the present section for the old section as above 
amended. 

Clwoifes.— (1) The woM “ re-erected has been added 
in the first clause in view of the decision reported in 1932 
Lah. 597, though the defects have not been entirely removed. 

(2) Committees have now been empowered to issue 
notice under this section within six months of the completion 

tte building. 

(3) Buildings deemed to have been sanctioned under 
S. 183 or buildings contravening the schemes under S. 192 
have been included under S. 195. 


(4) The period of notice was thirty days but the present 
fi^tioh does not fix any time. It has been left to the dis¬ 
cretion of the committee. 

(5) The committees have been enjoined to require demo¬ 
lition of buildings contravening the schemes under S. 192; 
such demolition can be required at any time after the com¬ 
pletion. 

(6) First proviso has been omitted and new one substi¬ 
tuted. 

Executive Officers Act.— In municipalities to which this 
Act applies the section should be deemed to have been 
amended by the substitution of the words “ Executive 
Officer ’* for the word“ Committee ” and the word “he'’ for 
the word “ it ” before the provisos and the proviso in italics 
should be deemed to have been added. 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 238, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 321 & 330, Bengal Municipal 
Act, XV of 1932. 

S 192, Bebarand Orissa Muni- 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 123 (7), Bombay Munici^jal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S. 96 (5), Bombay District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1901. 

Ss. 351 & 353, Bombay City 
Municipal Act, III of 1888. 

S. 93 (2), Burma Municipal Act, 
in of 1898. 


! S. 363, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, in of 1923. 

Ss. 1H4 & 185, Cantonment Act, 
II of 1924. 

S. Iu3, Central Provinces Muni- 
pal Act, IT of 1922. 

Ss. 244 & 256, Madras City 
Municipal Act, 1919. 

Ss. 205, 216 & 317, Madras 

District Municipal Act, V of 
1920. 

S. 186. U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 

English Law :— 

S. 167, Public Health Act, 1876. 
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Application of tha «ection.- ~T^ SeetlQfl,i a.mt , .inteil4fid| 
■to empower a mumeipality to require ^ man to .piiJl 
hishoase of old standing. The section applies to new build-1 
tni^ erected or re-erected in contravention of any pro¬ 
vision of Ss. 189 to 194. The buildings erected in contra¬ 
vention of any agreement with the municipality are not sub¬ 
ject to the provisions of the Act. Such an ^reement can of 
course be enforced by regular proceedings in a civil court. 
If the municipality is not empowered to issue notice under 
this section with respect to such buildings it cannot be con¬ 
sidered a notice under that section and the provisions of S. 
225 with regard to appeal do not apply. 8 I. C. 569; 7 A. 
L.J. 1075. 

Where a person added a structure to his existing 
building without obtaining permission the municipality can 
get the addition removed by serving a notice under S. 195. 
If the added structure is one which requires sanction under 
S. l93 the question whether the land underneath the struc¬ 
ture is a part of the street or not does not arise at all. 55 
I..C.318. 

Section 195 and Section 3, sab>clause (2). Foundations.— 

The definition of the word “ building ” is exhaustive in 
the Act and includes a wall. According to the definition be¬ 
fore its amendment it would have included foundations. The 
laying of foundation is beginning of erection and hence action 
under S. l95 can be taken against erection of foundations. 
The erection of walls constitutes erection of a building. The 
erection of a W’all of a builefing is a distinct stage from the 
stage of laying its foundations and house walls as compound 
walls are covered by the word building. If erection of 
foundations have not been objected to within time the 
erection of walls can be objected. Under the existing 
provisions action can be taken under this section at any time 
within six months after completion. C/. 51 Bom. 818; 1927 
Bom. 401. 

A person without sanction and in defiance of Municipal 
Act and Rules erected a boundary wall 18 feet high though 
he was limited to a height of 10 feet. It was admitted that 
the walls were necessary for securing privacy of the premi¬ 
ses : Held, that there was breach of S. 195 and the oraer of 
the demolition bv the committee was valid and legal. Cf. 
1929 Cal. 781. 

Building be begun or erected.— These words show' that it 
is not only the mere beginning of a building that is punish¬ 
able but its continuance even to completion without the re¬ 
quisite permission or in defiance of legal orders. Therefor^ 
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where the walls of a building for which no sar»tion has been 
obtained have been built within six months prosecution in 
respect of it was widiin time, although the foundation was 
begun long before six months: 51 Bom. 818; 1927 Bom. 401. 
Under the Punjab Act, no such question can now arise as 
notice can be served within six months of the completion of 
the building. 

1 Motive behind the action is ^relevant. —No doubt the High 
Court will interfere where it is clearly shown that a munici¬ 
pality or other public body has acted capriciously or un- 
: reasonably to the prejudice of the applicant in delaying the 
^ sanction, but a court of law is not entitled to go into ques- 
I tions of the exact motives with which the municipality or an 
I officer of the municipality has acted; provided that the action 
I taken is in accordance with law, the question of motive then 
1 becomes irrelevant. 01 Bom. 818; 1927 Bomb. 401. 

Erected or re-erected. - The opening words of the section 
before its amendment in 1933 were: “ Should a building be 
begun or erected” and therefore it was held that S. 195 was 
not in terms applicable to re-erection of buildings.” 1932 
Lah. 597. 138 I. C. 743. 

Where S. 195 does not apply, the municipal committee 
is not entitled to demolish the structure under S. 220. 1932 

Lah. 597. 

I The section creates no offence.— An erection in contraven- 
\ tion of S. 195 is not in itself or by itself alone punishable, 
f The disobedience of notice issued under this section becomes 
\ ptmffihable under S. 219. 8 I. C. 983. 

S. 219 will, however, be applicable to a building erected 
or re-erected against the terms of sanction. The deviation 
from the terms of sanction is an offence under S. 219 and 
in cases where the municipal committee is prepared to con¬ 
done the deviations prosecution under S. 219 may be under¬ 
taken without going through the lengthy process of serving 
notice and calling upon the owner to alter the deviations. 

In the U. P. Municipal Act there is a specific provision 
making it an offence to commence a building without sanction 
or to erect one against the terms of the sanction. Similar 
provision will enable the municipal committees to dispense 
with action under S. 195 where the building is only objec¬ 
tionable because of want of sanction. 

PenniMion witib regard to a portion of the building.— 

Where an owner having obtained permission to build on one 
portion of his land builds on another portion without having 
obtained fresh permission, such part of his building as is 
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oatside the limits for which permission had been granted is 
built without notice. 2i Bom. 187. 

Alteration or demolition—Jnrbdiction ol dvil eourts.— 

The municimlity can in their discretion order a building 
erected without sanction, etc., to be altered or demolished. 
A notice of demolition cannot be questioned on the ground 
tiiat the building otherwise conforms to the orders of the 
municipality and can be altered so as to be made to conform 
to them. The committee may allow it to remain under the 
powers conferred on them under the last but one proviso, but 
the power of deciding this question rests with the municipal¬ 
ity and a civil court should not interfere with the right 
exercise of this power. 21 Bom. 187. 

Where plans have been rejected by the committee and f 
the appeal to the Commissioner has been rejected, the | 
owner of the proposed building has no remedy in a civil | 
court unless he proves that the action of the committee is | 
illegal or mala fide. This remedy in the civil courts is only ; 
possible where application under S. 45 of the Specific Relief j 
Act cannot lie. 

It would seem, however, where S. 45 is not applicable,! 
the only relief which the courts can grant is to set aside the ’ 
order of refusal as mala fide and leave the committee to: 
jjass orders according to law. 40 Cal. 836; 22 I. C. 388. 

In pursuance of bye-laws under S. 190 an order issued 
by the municipality to a house-owner to leav^e an open space 
between the external wall of his house and the drain adpin- 
ing the road is not illegal. 

A person aggrieved by an order under S. 195 must ! 
exhaust the statutory remedy provided in S. 225 before going ; 
to the civil courts for redress. ; 

Where bye-laws are framed in the interests of public 
health they should not be construed in too strict and too 
limited a sense. 

Where the sanction was given subject to the leaving of a 
space free of any structure between the external wall of his 
house and the drain adjoining the road and where the 
applicant, contrary to the said conditions, built a platform on 
the said open space, along with the re-erection of the house; 
Heldf that the erection of platform was a material alteration 
and enlargement of building and thus was an erection 
requiring sanction. 37 I. C. 854. 

The plaintiff’s application for leave to build a two- 
storied house was sanctioned by the municipal committee, 
subject to the conation that he must leave vacant seven feet 
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of his land towards the west. It appeared that there was al¬ 
ready an open space about five feet four inches in width in the 
west and the condition meant that he should not build within 
two feet of this open space. Plaintiff having built his house 
in contravention of this condition the municipal committee 
served him with a notice under S. 195 of the Act calling 
upon him to demolish the upper storey of his ^ building. 
Plaintiff then brought a suit for injunction restraining the 
committee from interfering with the upper storey of his 
house: 

(1) Held, that pritna facie there was nothing illegal, 
wanton, capricious or oppressive in a condition such as this 
which was aimed at restraining the building of erections 
consisting of more than one storey alongside a narrow open 
space, but was on the contrary eminently reasonable and 
conducive to sanitation, free circulation of air and ventilation 
within the meaning and for purposes of S. 189 (3) of the Act 
re^ witti S. 193 thereof; 

(2) That the court was not concerned with the fact 
that compliance with notice would entail heavy loss upon 
plaintiff who having acted defiantly and with his eyes open 
must bear the loss. 

(3) The question whether the committee in imposing 
the condition acted in good faith or mala fide, was one of 
fact and not a question of law. 75 P. R. 1916; 35 1. C. 377. 

A plaintiff cannot be permitted to plead that a building 
as constructed will be more advantageous to the public than 
one sanctioned by the committee, 29 1. C, 76G. 

Demolition and jurisdiction of Courts. —If the notice is 
not complied with the committee may prosecute the offender 
under S. 219 and may eentinue this prosecution till the 
offending building is demolished. The committee may also, 
after the notice under S. 195 is not complied with, issue a 
notice under S. 220 and may thereafter itself proceed to 
demolish the building if notice under S. 220 is not complied 
with. The discretion t)f taking action or otherwise to remove a 
building or construction is vested in the municipality which 
alone can determine whether or not the removal of the build¬ 
ing erected contrary to the provisions of the Act, is or is not 
a measure likely to promote the public convenience. If the 
municipality adopt the proper procedure, no court can 
review its decision on the ground that in the opinion of the 
court the removal of the building is not likely to promote 
puldic convenience. The legislature has confided to the 
municipality, and the municipality alone, the duty of deciding 
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what measures within its legal powers are for the public con¬ 
venience and its discretion is not subject to control by the 
court: 22 Bona. 230. It is not the practice of the court to 
interfere with the corporate bodies, “ unless they are mani* 
festly abufidng their powers.” Where a suit was brought for 
damages against a municipality for the wrongful demolition 
of a wall which had been built without its permission, the 
court held that the municipality was justified in onJering 
the wall to be demolished an<l that the suit would not lie. 
19 Bom. 27. 

When the building contravenes any terms of sanction 
or contravenes any bye-laws then so much of the building as 
contravenes the terms or contravenes the bye-laws may be 
pulled down and the committee is not liable for damages in 
respect of any inappreciable excess in demolition and the 
building may be pulled down in any way so long as there is 
no unnecessary damage. Cf. Jagger v. Doncaster R. S. A., 
(1890) 54 .T. P. 438. 

Without notice. —On the 18th August 1890 plaintiffs 
sent a notice to the Town Municipality of Umreth intimating 
their intention to erect a building on their land, and giving a 
rough sketch plan of the land intended to be built uj^n. In 
this notice plaintiffs did not expressly state their intention to 
build the wall in dispute. (In the 28th August 1890 the muni¬ 
cipality wrote to the plaintiffs requiring them to furnish a 
plan showing the design of the proposed building with its 
measurements. On the 30th September 1890 the plaintiffs with¬ 
out furnishing the plan as required, built a wall on their land. 
Thereupon the municipality gave a notice to the plaintiffs 
requiring them to pull it down, as it had been built without 
their permission. The plaintiffs having failed to comply with 
the notice the wall was demolished. Thereupon the plaintiffs 
sued tlie municipality to recover damages for the vrrongful 
demolition of the wall: Held that the plaintiffs had contraven¬ 
ed the provisions of S. 33, Act VT of 1873 (=S. 189 of the" 
Punjab Act) inasmuch as they had built the wall without 
giving any notice or without affording the information re¬ 
quired by the municipality. 19 Bom. 27. 

In contravention of the terms of the sanction. —This wil^ 
cover the case of absolute sanction as well as sanction subject 
to modifications. When plans are sanctioned absolutely the 
sanction means that the applicant is entitled to erect the 
building according to the plana. Any deviation from the plan 
will be a contravention of the terms of the sanction. The 
deviation must be material such as would have required 
previous sanction from the committee. 



I The raisijig of the plinth and the alterations made by the 
I acoused in the size, position or number of the doors or 
I windows cannot be treated as material alterations in the 
I original plan so,as to alfeet the municipal board. They can- 
j not be t|?eated as an infringement of the sanction within the 
meaning of S. 195. Cf. 1923 Oudh 35; 67 I. C. S28; 23 Cr. 
I U J. 476. 

\ Note. —The alteration will be material if the security of 
? the building is affected by larger number of doors and 
i windows. If the doors open on to the street this will also 
I amount to material alteration under the Punjab Municipal Act. 

Deviations from sanctioned plan. —Svery departure does 
not justify action under S. 195. 

I It is a recognised presumption that the legislature does 
I not intend to make any alteration in the law teyond what it 
I explidtly declares. 

It is a not every departure from the plan submitted that 
justifies action on the part of the municipality. The depar¬ 
ture must involve also disobedience to legal order, or the 
infringement of a bye-law or of some provisions of the Act. 

Under S. 96 of the Bombay Act, III of 1901, as it stands, 
no order as to the manner in which the doors and windows 
are to be opened can be legally issued. 

Ss. 113 and 122 of that Act corresponding to Ss. 172 and 
175 of the Punjab Act have no application to a ease where it 
is merely apprehended that there may be an obstruction. 20 
I. C. 572. 

When permission is given to build according to plan, it is 
clear that it must be understood that a condition of the per¬ 
mission is that the building should be according to the plan. A 
man building against the plan can be prosecuted under S. 219 
without action under S. 195. Cf. 24 All. 309; 1902 A. W. N. 
70. 

Notice under S. 195 to demolish a building for which 
quaUfied sanction given.— The cantonment authority gave A a 
qualified sanction to proceed with the construction of His build¬ 
ing at his own risk that the site on which the construction was 
being built was claimed by the Government, but there w'as no 
“ municipal objection.” As soon as A proceeded to build, the 
cantonment authority served him with a notice “ to demolish 
the unauthorized construction. ” A having failed to comply 
with this notice, he was prosecuted under S. 167* read with 
S. 268t: _ 

• Corresponds to S. 172 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 

Corresponds to S. 219 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 


iee. 1^4 til 

Held, that there was no unauthorized construction because 
A had sanction from the board lo build the room, that it was 
preposterous to suggest that when A had bad the sanction of 
the board in writing under S. 181 *, he did not have the per¬ 
mission in writing of the cantonment authority, and that the 
question between the parties was a purely civil one and as a 
matter of fact A had not exceeded the authority ^ven him 
by the board in sanctioning his application for building. 1933 
All. 486. 

This section does not give authority to the committee to 
direct the demolition of the whole or any part of a building 
which was in existence before the sanction was given, but 
only a building erected in contravention of the plan submitt¬ 
ed to and sanctioned by the committee. Cf. 33 Cal. 646. 

Implied sanction — Notice under S. 194 or 19S-A and fulure 
to appeal.— It would be most unfair to the public and com¬ 
pletely defeat the object of the sub section (3), S. 193, if when 
the b-iard by its own laches has given tlie constructive sanction 
provided for in that sub-section to an applicant for permission 
to build, it should then be able to retrieve its position and 
withhold sanction by issuing a notice under S. 195 unwarrant¬ 
ed by the Act. Once the sanction of the board is deemed to 
have lx‘,en given to the proposed construction under sub-section 
(3), S. 193, the board has no right to issue a notice under 
S. 195 and the disobedience of such notice is not an otfence 
under S. 2l9. Tlie fact that the ap])licant did not appeal 
against the notice under the provisions of S. 225 is quite im¬ 
material. The wording of S. 225 does not preclude a person 
setting up the plea of the illegality of the notice as a defence 
when he is criminally prosecuted under S. 219. C/. 1932 

Oudh. 306; 140 I. O. 185. 

Building a latrine at a place not sanctioned - Construction 
under misapprehension of the order.— The owner of a particu¬ 
lar compound applied to the municipality requesting permis¬ 
sion to construct a latrine in the north-eastern corner of 
his compound. The chairman of the municipality under the 
advice of the health officer granted permission, but only to 
erect the latrine on a spot in the north-western corner. The 
owner, however, thinking that the word north-western was 
written through mistake requested the chairman to correct 
the mistake and to send back the required permission. No 
reply having been received to this, the owner again wrote to 
the municipality asking for the permission and informing 
that he would commence construction without permission it 


• S. 193 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 
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permission was not sent at the end of the next month; and 
began construction accordingly: 

Held, that so far as permission was needed to the con¬ 
struction at the place where it had been constructed, it w^as 
built without permission. 1931 Mad 228; 129 1. C. 635. 

CUttise (/).—All persons are expected to comply with 
bye-laws framed under S. 190. Though the sanction under 
S. 193 may not specifically refer to these bye-laws still if the 
building is constructed against the bye-laws under S. 190, 
the committee will be justified in requiring alteration of the 
offending building so as to make it conform to them. 

Notice. - The notice must state facts correctly and give 
sound reasons. A notice which merely refers by number to 
the bye-laws infringed was held to be sufficient for the 
purpose of requiring the work to be removed. The powers 
given by the Municipal Acts to municipal committees are 
an interference for the public good with the ordinary rights 
and pnvileges of the public; and, thei^fore, the law should 
be very strictly construed against the municipal corporation. 
If a municipal corporation wishes to exercise these extra¬ 
ordinary powers, it must do so strictly in accordance with law 
and procedure; and if a municipal corporation directs a 
person to remove a building on the ground that it has been 
recently built without permission, that person is not bound 
to remove the building which it has been proved was not 
built recently, merely on the ground that it is in a public 
street; and would be quite justified in asking a court to decide 
whether the notice actually served upon him stated the facts 
correctly and gave sound reasons for the remo^'al of the 
building concerned: P. R. 56 of 1911. There is nothing 

to prevent a municipal corporation from serving a fresh 
notice in reply to the objections raised by an owner. 

Where on the receipt of a notice under this section the 
accused entered into corres>K)udenee with the committee, a 
prosecution without fresh notice will be valid. Under S. 225 
there is a right of api)eal against notice issued under S. 195 
but the Act nowhere confers on the aggrieved person a 
right to open correspondence wfitli the committee, and pend¬ 
ing the course of that ct^rrespondence to debar the committee 
from taking legal proceedings against the person. 12 P. R. 
1899 Cr. 

Building without depositing plans. - B w'as charged with 
erecting new' buildings not in accordance with the deposited 
plans, in that certain tub-closets were not in the position 
shown on the plans, having been erected from fifteen to twenty, 
seven feet distant from the main building instead of two- 
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and-a-half feet. It was held that the tub-closets were privies, 
and that the defendant was rightly convicted on a charge of 
executing wortcs without having previously deposited plans: 
Burton v. Acton, (1887) 51 J. P. 566. Where a bye-law re¬ 
quired that every person intending to erect a building should 
send in complete plans and sections of every floor, showing 
the position, form, and dimensions of every part of the 
intended building, but there was no bye-law against building 
contrary to deposited plans, and the respondent sent in plans 
w^hieh were approved, but afterw^ards, without sending in 
fresh plans, made substantial alterations by diminishing the 
height of the floors of the building, it was held that he ought 
to be convicted of a breach of the bye law’ requiring the 
deposit of plans James Masters, (1893) 1 Q. B. 355; 57 
J. P. 167. 

Within the period specified in the notice.— The period 
prescribed for this notice w^as thirty days, the present amend¬ 
ed section proscribes no period Under S. 214 of the Act the . 
committee must fix a reasonable time for compliance w'hich • 
may lie more or less according to the requirements of the 
notice. 

Within six months. Originally the requirement was with¬ 
in reasonable time. There was no indication from what time 
the period w’as to be ct)unted. Now the period will commence 
frr)m the completion of the building. 

In the section both terms “begun,'’ and “ erected or 
re-erected” are used. So the notice may issue within six 
months of the commencement or the completion of the erection 
of the building, or within six months of the completion of the 
deviation or the contravention contemplated by clauses (d), 
{e) or (/). 

Notice to be served within six months from the completion 
of the buildinar, —Building consists of different parts and is 
erected at different stages. If a particular portion was com¬ 
pleted wdthin six montlis of the notice it w’ill be legal and the 
})ortion so completed can be required to be demolished. 51 
Bom. 818; 1927 Bom. 401. 

Before the amendment of S. 195 by Act XV of 1926 a 
notice issued w'ithin six months of the date of knowledge of 
the committee as to the unauthorized structure was held to be 
within time. A notice issued to the owner who applied for 
sanction was also held to be good though the houi»3 belonged 
to more than one owner, 1930 Lah. 478,127 I. C. 221. 

Appeal.— S. 195 is appealable and a person served wdth 
a notice cannot question it in a civil court before exhaust- 
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ing his remedy provided by the Act under S. 225. Cf. 37 
I. C. 854. 

However, if the action of the committee is ultra vires or 
mala fide, there is nothing in S. 225 to debar a person from 
resorting to civil court without appealing. 

Composition. —This cannot be forced on the committees 
and the courts have no power to compel committees to 
accept some penalty instead of demolition of building. Simi¬ 
larly the committees cannot force such composition on unwil¬ 
ling people, and cannot ask people to pay so much as penalty 
for erecting a building against sanction. 

The proposal for composition should emanate from the 
party guilty of the offence and if the committee finds that 
the building can be allowed to stand and need not be 
demolished the committee may in that ease accept the pro¬ 
posal. There is no limit to the amount and it rests entirely 
within the discretion of the authority what amount will 
satisfy it. The proper procedure for the committee is to 
issue notice for demolition and in eases where the demolition 
is not to be insisted upon, the builder may be informed that 
the committee will be prepared to cancel the notice if he is 
willing to offer so much by way of composition. This will 
not delay matters and the committee will remain within 
time for demolition, if the builder does not make any offer 
for compromise. The amount will depend on the circum¬ 
stances of each case. It should not be so low as to induce 
people to set at naught the authority of the committee nor 
should it be so excessive as to lead the builder to prefer 
demolition to compromise. If the building erected or 
de\iationa made are not otherwise objectionable, a prosecution 
straightway may be undertaken under S. 219 to vindicate the 
authority of the committee. The municipal committee has a 
discretion to ‘ accept such sum as it raxy doem reasonab'e.’ 
This discretion should not be fettered by self imposed rules. 
The rule of Lahore Municipal Committee to compound only 
on payment of a certain percentage of the cost of the building 
and the land underneath constitutes a fetter on their discre¬ 
tion and is not legal, thou ];h in practice the rule is seldom 
observed. 

Person liable to comply with the notice. — Sometimes 
■ difficulty is experienced by committees in enforcing the pro- 
. vision of this section. By the time notice is served it is 
found that the offending building has changed hands. Some- 
j times the notice is served on the owner who after service 
I transfers the property and it is found difficult to serve the 
I new owner with fresh notice in time. The section lays down 
f ^S’t the comniittee is to require owner of the h^i^^ing to 
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demolish or alter and such a notice can only be ejffectively ■ 
complied with by the person who is the owner at the time of >» 
service. ] 

So far as breach of bye-laws under S. 189 (3) or 190 I 
is concerned the actual builder can be prosecuted for the { 
breach. The owner if served before transfer may also be ? 
prosecuted under S. 219 for failure to comply with the notice, f 
The transferee cannot be prosecuted unless he has received • 
notice under S. 195. 

Acqnittal. —A person who has once been tried for building f 
a house without saneUon and acquitted cannot be re-tried , 
for the same offence simply on the ground that the house eon- ; 
tinues to stand and thus constitutes a nuisance. 38 I. C. 436. I 

195«A. (1) Where a building is begun as described ii| Power of 

Section 195 but not completed, the committee may within s|z s^’buiUmg 
months by notice requhre the building operations to be discon* operations 
tinued from the date of the service of such notice. 

(2) Any person failing to comply with the terms of such 
notice shall 1^ punishable with a fine which may extend to one 
thousand rupees and when the non-compliance is a continuing 
one, with a further fine which may extend to fifty rupees for 
every day after the first during which the non-compliaaco 
continues. 

Notes. 

This section has been introduced by the Amendment Aet» 

II of 1923. 

Where a building is begun as described in S. 195 but 
not completed, the committee may within six months by notice 
require the building operations to be discontinued from the 
date of the service of such notice. 

When a building is in course of construction, the build¬ 
ing operations can be stopped under this section. When a 
building is begun action can also be taken under S. 195 
but if action is taken under S. l95 the notice can only 
demand demolition. If, however, at the time of issue of 
notice the building is completed, the notice should be under 
S. 195. 

Analogous Law :— S. 362, Madras City Municipal 

S. 333, Bengal Municipal Act, XV Act, 1919. 

of 1932. S. 216, Madras District Munici- 

S. 193, Behar and Orissa Munici- pal Act, V of 1920. 

pal Act, 1922. S. 155, Rangoon City Municipal 

S. 365, Calcutta City Municipal Act, 1922. 

Act, in of 1923. S. 186, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

S. 185, Cantonment Act, II of 1916. 

1924. 




Compensa¬ 

tion. 
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Exocative OScers Act, —The power conferred upon the 
committees under this section shall not be exercised by 
committees but may be exercised by the executive ofiicers in 
municipalities to which the Executive Officers Act has been 
extended. 

Delegation.— Powers under this section can be delegated 
under S. 33 (o) & (d). 

Within six months.— The time will begin from commence- 
ment. 


196. (1) No compensation shall be claimable by an 

owner for any damage which he may sustain in consequence of 
the prohibition of the erection of any building. 

(2) The committee shall make reasonable compensation to 
die owner for any damage or loss which he may sustain in 
tiOnsequoBce of the prohibition of the re>erection of any building 
or part of a building except in so far as the prohibition is necessary 
under any bye-law ; 

Provided that the committee shall make foil compensation 
to the owner for any damage he may sustain in consequence of 
his building or any part thereof being set back, unless for a 
period of three years or more immediately preceding such 
ddUde th^ building has by reason of its being in aTuinoos or 
dangerous condition become unfit for human habitation or unless 
an order of prohibition issued under Section 116 has been and 
edH' is in force in respect of such building. 

Notes. 

This corresponds to proviso to S. 92 (1) of the old Act. 
Clause 2 and the proviso have been sultetituted by S. cO 
of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933. 

Changes. -(i) In clause 2 the word “ reasonable ” has 
been substituted for full.” 

(2) The words in italics have been added in the clause. 
Compensation can also be claimed when a part of the building 
is prohitated. 

(.3) No compensation is payable where prohibition is 
necessary under any bye-law. 

(4) Reasons for refusal to pay any compensation have 
been widened. 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 237, Bengal District Municipal 
Act, m 6( 1884. 

S. 104, Central Provinces Act, 11 
of 1922 

S. 190, Bihar and Orissa Act, 


VITof 1922. 

S. 183, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
II Of 1916. 

S. 182, Cantonment Act, 11 of 

1924. 
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Damage be may suctain.— See 14 Bom. 292 noted under 
S. 174. 

CmnpeBeatioB bow claimable.— Remedy open to owner is by 
application under S. 224 of the Aet and not by suit. 


197. Tbe committee may, and shall if so required by the 
local Government^ by bye>law— 

(a) prohibit tbe manufacture, eale, or preparation or 
ocpoture tot tale, of any specified articles of food 
or drink, in any place or premises not licensed by 
tbe committee; 

{b) regulate tbe hours and manner of transport widiin 
the municipality of any specified articles of food or 
drink, and prescribe the route by which such articles 
shall be carried; 


Powers for 
tommittee to 
regulate the 
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and sale 
food a n t 
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(c) prohibit the sale of milk, butter, gbi, curd, meat, game, 

fish and poultry by persons not licensed by the 
. committee ; 

(d) prohibit the import into tbe municipality fdr sale, of 

mUk, cream^ butter, gbit curd, meat, game, fish and 
poultry by persons not licensed by the committee; 
{e) make regulations for the grant and withdrawal of 
licenses and the levying of fees therefor under this 
sectioh: 


Provided that no parson shaH be punisiudble for breach of 
any bye>law made under, clause (a) of this section by reaaon of 
the continuance of such manufacture, pr^aration or expMure 
for sale, or sale upon any premises which are, at the time of 
the making of such bye-law, used for such purpose imtil he has 
received from tbe committee six months’ notice in writing to 
^scontmne such manufacture, preparation or exposure tot such 
sale, or such sale in such inremises; 

Provided further that nothing herein contained shall affect 
the operation of Section 43 of the Pinijab Laws Act, 1872, and 
the rules made thereimder. 

Notes. 

S. 137 of the old Aet. 

Considerable araendmenta were introduced by Amend¬ 
ment Act, II of 1923, while the present Amendment Aet of 
1933 made further amendments. The additions made by 
Act, III of 1933, are shown by the words in italics. The 
punctuation in sub-clause (d) has been corrected according 
to the recent proposed amendment. 
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Analogous LAW '.— 

S. 263, Bengal District Munici- Ss. 390, 395, 405, 428 & 478 (53), 
pal Act, 1884. Calcutta City Municipal Act, 

Ss. 418, 420 & 434, Bengal III of 1923. 

Municipal Act, XV of 1932 S 180. Central Provinces Muni- 
Ss. 281 & 291, Behar and Orissa cipal Act, II of 1922. 

Municipal Act, 1922. Ss. 299, 309, 349 (11) (17) 

Ss.61(l) ( 6 ) (ii), (/) & ( 9 ) (21), Madras City Munici- 

178, Bombay Municipal pal Act, 1919. 

Boroughs Act, 1925. Ss. 258, 269 & 306 (16), (21), 

S 48 ( 6 ) (ii) & (d), Bombay 1 Madras District Municipal 

llistrict Municipal Act, III 1 Act, V of li<20. 

of 1901. S. 126, 135 {xxiiii 0), Rangoon 

Ss. 4 IO, (4 ), 412-A, 461 (g) to ! City Municipal Act, 1922. 
ij), Bombay City Municipal j Ss. 241, 298—List 1—F' (o) and 

Act, III of 1888. i List l-I-(6), U P. Munici- 

S. 102, Burma Municipal Act, 1 palities Act, 1916. 

Ill of 1898. I 

Sale at a specified place — 01au.se ('or) of S- l97 as amend¬ 
ed by the Municipal Amendment Acts of 1923 and 1933, does 
not authorize a municipal committee to frame a bye-law pro¬ 
hibiting the sale by auction of fresh fruits and vegetables at 
any place other than a particular place. Therefore where a 
municipality had framed a bye-law that the sale should take 
place at a particular place under S. 197(d) of the unamended 
Act which authorized the framing of such a bye-law but which 
sub-section had been repealed by Act of 1923: Held that no 
person can be prosecuted for the breach of the bye-law under 
the old S. 197 (d) when the alleged offence was commit¬ 
ted after passing of the Municipal Amendment Acts of 1923 
and 1933. 1928 Lah. 540; 112 I. C. 360; 1929 Lah. 607; 11 
Lah. 24. 

Sale and exposure for sale.— Ownership alone will not be 
sufficient to render a person liable for breach when the arti¬ 
cle is not exposed for sale. Nor will the possession of any 
article render the owner liable if it is not intended for sale. 

The appellant, a farmer, sent to a London salesman 
meat, which to his knowledge was unsound for the purpose 
of its being sold as human food. The salesman did not 
expose the meat for sale, but called the attention of an 
inspector to it. The inspector seized the meat and obtained 
a justice’s order for its destruction. The appellant having 
been convicted of being the owner of unsound meat “ un¬ 
lawfully deposited for the purpose of sale and intended for 
the food of man, ” it was held that the conviction must be 
quadhed, for there had been no exposure for sale, and the 
meat had not been found in the possession or on the pre¬ 
mises of the appellant. Barlow v. Terrett. (1891) 2 Q. B. 107; 
ss J. P. 632. ' 
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In Ollett V. Jordan, (1918) 2 K. B. 41; 82 J, R 221, a 
small consignment offish had been sent from Huir under 
an agreement to sell. When unpacked the fish wais found 
to be unsound and the purchaser, exercising his right to 
accept or reject, rejected them. It was held that there was 
an “ exposure for sale ” by the consignor within the mean- ' 
ing of S. 117, Public Health Act, 1875, corresponding to 
S. 206 of Municipal Act. 

A person having in his possession unsound meat intended 
for sale for the food of man is liable to be convicted under 
the above section, notwithstanding that he has not exposed 
the meat for sale: MalUnson v. Carr, (1891) 1 Q. B. 48; 55 
J. P. 270; followed in Cork R. D. C. v. Walsh, (1908) 2 I. R. 
234. Rut a person cannot be convicted for having in his 

E ossession unsound meat intended for food for himself, 
is servants, and his work-people, and not for sale. Rendell 
V. Hemingway, (1898) 14 T. L. R 456. 

Bye>law regulating place*.— Where the Act does not ex¬ 
pressly prohibit certain matters without license and where a 
toard attempted to make a bye-law for the establishment and 
for regulation and inspection of places for the sale of specified 
articles of food or drink in the absence of specific provision, 
the board has not the power to make a bye-law for the levying 
of license on siK'cified articles of food or drink. They can 
provide for the establishment, for the regulation and for the 
inspection of places for the manufacture or sale of specified 
articles of focxl, but they cannot under a dubious expression 
“ regulate places ” charge a fee for license. A statutory 
power conferred upon a municipal council to make bye-laws 
for regulating and governing a trade does not, in the absence 
of an express power of prohibition, authorise the making it 
unlawful to carry on a lawful trade in a lawful manner. 
Hence a bye-law prohibiting sale of milk, cream, etc., without 
license is ultra vires. Cf. 1933 All. 593. 

Grant of license*.— Notes under Ss. 121, 167 & 188. It 
is entirely within the discretion of the committee to grant 
or refuse adioense and courts have no jurisdiction to control 
such power. 17 Cal. 329; 20 Cal. 654. 

Power to grant license* on condition. —When the law re> 
qpires that tlie municipality shall grant a license applied for 
subject to such regulations as a committee may make the 
committee is bound to grant a license and if when it receives 
the application in due course it confines itself to saying that 
it will not grant the license it tantamounts to passing no 
orders on me application. Refusal to function under the Act 
is not passing an order under the Act. The order must be 
intra vires and an Order ultra vires is no order at all, 1928 
Ma4.164; 1061. C. 718, 
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Import of moot.— Where a person who wa? a huteh^r by 
J.rade and . had no license, aetaally imported meat in larj^e 
quantities far more than could be required for his personal 
use and had distributed it but where there was no evidence 
that he actually received any money, the presumption that 
he actually imported meat and sold it can be legitimately 
drawn. 19^ Sind InO, 115 I. C. 307. 

Committee cannot withhold permit to sell for failure to 
carry out a requisition not issued under law; committee 
was held liable for damages for illegal withholding of per¬ 
mission to sell pork. 1924 Rang. 132; 77 I. C. 864. 

Seller,— Weigh-man is not a seller and cannot be con¬ 
victed for selling without license. 17 I. C. 541. 

Exposed for sale. — In Crane v. Lawrence, (1890) 25 Q. B. 
D. 152; 54 J. P. 471, an inspector was served with a portion 
of margarine cut off a parcel of the substance which was 
lying on the counter concealed by a screen in such a matiner 
as to be invisible to a customer in the shop. The portion so 
bande4 to the inspector w'as wrapped in the wrapper 
required by S. 6 of Margarine Act, l887. 'Fho Divisional 
Court held that the parcel of maragrine so concealed by 
the screen was not “ exposed for sale within the meaning 
of the section and, therefore needed no label. 

In Wheat v Brown, (1892) 1 Q. B. 418; 56 .1. P. 153; 

61 L. J. M. C. 94; 66 L. T. 4ti4; 4'i W. K. 462; there was a 
notice in a shop window advertising “ Danish butter.^’ An 
inspector went in and asked for some. On the counter there 
was a heap of paper parcels, each of which had the word 
“ Margarine ” printed on it. One of these was handed to 
the inspector, and was found to contain margarine. The 
shopkeep ‘r was summoned for neglecting to attach to the 
heap tlie label required by the section but the Benijh dismissed 
the sumn.ons, holding, on the authority of Crane v, Lawrence, 
that the margarine being wrapped in paper, and, therefore, 
invisible to the purchaser, was not “ exposed for sale with¬ 
in the meaning of the section. The Divisional Court reversed 
this decision on the ground that the justices had taken an 
erroneous view of Crane v. Lawerence. Wright, J., said; “ I 

entirely agree with the decision in Crane v. Lawerence, 
which was. in effect, that there was no exposure for sale 
when margarine was stored in a back room pr cellar. The 
decision is simply that margarine wrhich cannot in any sense 
be seen by the purchaser is not exposed foj* sale, In this 
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ease, the justaees refused to convict the defendant upon the 
ground that the second part of S. 6 does not apply to the 
margarine which is wrapped up in paper. That, in my 
opinion, is a wrong view of the section.; The expression 
‘ exposed for sale * is a well-understood term, and cannot be 
limited so £is to mean only ‘ exposed to view.’ ” 

Proviso.— In order to render a person liable to punish¬ 
ment for breach of any bye-laws made under S. 197, clause 
(a), it is necessary that notice should have been served upon 
him as provided by the section. 38 All. 455; 34 I. C. 989, 


197-A. No wild bird or animal in respaet of which any 
close time has been notified by the local Government under 
Section 3 of the Wild Birds and Animals Protection Act, 
1912, shall, whether dead or alive, be possessed or sold during 
such close time within any municipality ; and no such bird 
or animal shall at any other time be sold within any 
municipality except under an annual license to be granted 
by the committee: provided that these prohibitions shall not 
extend to wild birds or animals possessed or sold as pets. 


Prohibition 
of possession 
or sale of 
wild birds 
and animals. 


Notes. 


This is a new section introduced by Amendment Act, II 
of 1923. 

Executive Officers Act.— The duty imposed upon the 
committee under this section shall not be performed by 
committees but may be performed by the executive officers in 
municipalties to which the Rxecntive Officers Act has been 
extended, 

19S. In the municipalities of Simla, Dharmsala, Dalhousie, Additional 

and Murree, the committee may further make bye-laws— power to 

^ « • t « 1 • • make bye- 

(a) for regulating or prohibiting the cutting or des- laws in hill 

troying of trees or shrubs, or the waking of c i p a - 
excavations or removal of soil or quarrying, where 
such regulation or prohibition appears to the 
committee to be necessary for the maintenance of a 
water-supply, the preservation of the soil, the pre¬ 
vention of landslips or of the formation of ravines 
or torrents, or the protection of land against erosion 
or the deposit thereon of sand, gravel or stones; 

(b) for fixing places where timber or wood of any 

description may be stacked, and for regulating the 
manner in which such timber or wood, as the case 
may be, may be stacked, where such regulation 
appears to the committee to be necessary for the' 
prevention of fire Or other danger or grave ineon- 
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▼enicnce to tbe puUic or of Undtlips or other 
injurious disturbance dF the surface of any land; 

(c) for rendering licoise* necessary within the muni* 

dpality— 

(i) for persons working as job porters for the 
conveyance of goods, 

(m) for animals or carriages let out on hire for a day 
or pwrt thereof, and 

(Hi) for pm'sons impelling or carrying carriages; 

(d) for fixing the fees payable for such licenses as are 

referred to in this section, and the conditions on 
which such licenses are to be granted and may be 
revoked. 

Notes. 

S. 144 of the old Act. Some of the provisions of the 
old section have been inelnded in S. 188 of the new Act. 
Analogous Law :— 

S. 350-A, Bengal District Muni- I XV of 1932. 

cipal Act, III of 1884. I S. 298-List II-H., U. P. Muni- 

S. 499, Bengal Municipal Act, j cipalities Act, IT of 1916. 

This section was amended by Act II of 1919, by omission 
of the world “ such ’* in sub-clause (m) of clause (c). The 
section deals with matters peculiar to hill stations and there¬ 
fore the hill municipalities have been invested with these 
special powers. By the amendment effected by Act II of 
1919, persons carrying private carriages will require to be 
licensed. 

Making excavations. —The object of S. 198 is to empower 
the committees to forbid excavations in order to preserve soil 
or to prevent landslips, and it is not intended that a person 
should be prohibited from making an excavation or a hole or 
a cavity in his own estate for domestic purposes which cannot 
cause any landslip or danger to the public. Where, therefore, 
an alleged excavation is made on a private estate for making 
charcoal and the complainant does not produce any evidence 
to prove the nature and dimensions of the excavation nor 
is there any warrant for the assumption that the prevention 
of the excavation is necessary for any of the purposes 
mentioned in the section, the accused cannot be said to have 
done an act contrary to the provision of law. 1929 Lah, 845; 
117 I. C.801. 

199> (1) In making any bye-law under any section of 

infringement chaptm*, the committee may direct that a breach, or an 
of bye-laws abetment of a breach of it, shall be punishable with fine 
which may extend to fifty rupees, and, when the breach is a 
continoing breach with a further fine which may extend to 
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fiire ru|»ee* for every day after the first daring which the breach 
eontinnes. 

(2) In lieu of or in addition to such fine, the magistrate 
may require the offender to remedy the mischief so far as is 
vrithin his power. 

Notes. 

S. 145 of the old Act. The abetment of the breach 
has also been made punishable. 

Analogous Law :— Ss. 480 & 536, Calcutta City 

S, 350 last clause, Bengal District Municipal Act, III of 1923. 

Municipal Act, 1884. S. 178 (5), Central Provinces 

S. 503, Bengal Municipal Act, Municipal Act, 11 of 1922. 

XV of 1932. S. 351, Madras City Municipal 

S. 356, Behar and Orissa Munici- Act, 1919. 

pal Act, 1922. S. 308, Madras District Munici- 

S. 61 (1) last clause, Bombay pal Act, V of 1920. 

Municipal Boroughs Act. 234, Rangoon City Municipal 

1925. Act, 1922. 

S. 48 (it), Bombay District 299, (J. P. Municipalities Act, 

Municipal Act, III of 1901. 1916. 

S. 462, Bombay City Municipal , English Law :— 

Act, III of 1888. S. 183, Public Health Act, 1875. 

Breach by more than one person. —S. 199 lays down that 
in framing bye-laws under the different sections of the Act 
the committee may direct that a breach of the bye-law shall 
be punishable with fine. 

The Calcutta Corporation made certain bye-laws regulat¬ 
ing theatres. One of the rules prohibited performances after 
1 p. m. Under a section corresponding to S. 199 of this 
Act every person guilty of the breach was punishable with 
fine of Rs. 20. Three .ioint proprietors of a theatre were 
prosecuted and separately punished. The legality of the 
sentence was questioned on the ground that the offence 
being a single one each of the accused could not be separately 
punished. 

As a general principle of criminal law all who parti¬ 
cipate in the commission of a crime are severally responsible 
as though the offence had been committed by each of them 
acting alone. Consequently although as .pint actors in the 
commission of crime they may be jointly tried and convicted, 
each must be separately punished. Therefore for the breach 
of the bye-law each is liable to be punished with the maxi¬ 
mum penalty regardless of the number of persons who 
may have been associated with him in the commission of the 
breach. 
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The bye-law in making the offender liable instead of 
the offence is not ultra vires. Indian Law does i^t make 
any distinction between the punishment of an orienc^ and 
the punishment of an offender. 44 Cal. 1025 over^ruhhg 40 
L C. 322. 

Abetment.— The Punjab Municipal Act is a local and 
special law and S. 40, T P, C., applies to ^ 

offence which is thereby made punishable. ;)4 1. C. 781. 

Abetment of a breach of bye-laws is not punishable 
under S. 109, I. P. C., as it is not an abetment ot an offence 
within the meaning of that section unless tJie 1o(^l law de¬ 
clares a breach of the rules made under its authority to be an 
offence. Local law does not necessarily include a rule, made 
under ^at law, 1029 Rang 75; 23 P. R- 1804. 

Theatres. — Power of legislature to deh'gate to munici¬ 
palities to piDvide punishments as in S. lOO is not ultra vires. 
Bye-laws fixing hours of theatres are not ultra vires. 54 
I. C. 781. 

Fine for continuing breach.— See Ni)tes to S. 219. 

For notes on bye-laws in general sec Notes under S. 3 

(3)- 

What is a continuing breach. —Lndcr S. 248 of Bengal 
Act, IV of 1875, a milkman, who had been convicted and 
fined uner the section for keeping an animal without a 
license, cannot be again pniseeuted for the continuance of 
the same offence before the date of the eonviction. Nor can 
such a milkman he separately prosecuted for the offence for 
each day the offence is continued as a separate and distinct 
offence under the above section before conviction. 13 Cal. 
108. 

Where a milkman having been con\icted for not having 
taken out before 1st December a half-yearly permit in 
accordance with bye-laws made under S. 412 of*Bengal Act, 
II of l888, by the Municipal Commi.ssioners of Calcutta, was 
charged again with continuing the offence by failing, for the 
space of seven days subsequent to the said conviction to take 
out the permit for the same half-year, while still carrying on 
the business as a milkman: Held that the offence of not 
taking out a permit on or before Ist December was complete 
when that had passed and that as he had already been punish¬ 
ed for this, he could not be again convicted for the same 
offence. 20 Cal. 605. 

A TOrson having been previously convicted under a bye- 
law for having built a party wall not of the thickness pres¬ 
cribed by the bye-law was sometimes afterwards again 
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summoned and convicted in respect of the same wall and 
adjudged to pay a fine of five shillings a day for seven days 
as for a continuing offence. The conviction was set aside 
on the ground that the offence was not a continuing one. 

The continuing offence was held to mean an offence which ^ 
was from its nature susceptible of continuance and could not 
apply to a partv wall when once finished. Marshall v. Smith, 

(1873) L. R. 8 0. P. 416. 

Powers under the section. —Power to make bye-laws 
and power to provide penalties for breaches thereof does 
not carx^ with it the power to adjudicate or even to deter¬ 
mine who shall adjudicate whether a person has broken the 
bye-law. Bye-laws giving such power are, therefore, ultra 
vires: 5 Bom. H. 0. R (0. C.) 10 and 8 Bom, H. 0. R (C.C.) 

30. The municipality is not to be regarded as a judge of its 
own cause, and it is not necessary that the construction 
placed by the municipality on rules framed by the commis¬ 
sioners should be adopted bv the court. 8 Bom. H. C. R 213 
(A. C. J.). 

200. All bye-laws made under this Act shall be subject procedure 
to previous publication. 

Notes. 

I'here was no corresi)onding section in the old Act. 
Government circulars dealt with the procedure for publica¬ 
tion. 

Analotjous Law:— 8. 200, Burma Municipal Act, 

8. 351, Bengal District Miinici- HI of 1898. 

pal Act, 1S84. 481, C'alcutta City Municipal 

S, 505, Bengal Municipal Act, , Act, HI of 1923. 

XV of 1932. , S 353, Madras City Municipal 

S. 253, Beliar anti Ori.ssa Mnnici- ' ^ Act, 1919. 

pal Act, 1922 S 305, Mjulras District Munici- 

S. 61 (2), Bombay Munici|)al p:vl Act, V of 1920. < 

Boroughs .\c.t, 1925. 8. 232, Hangewn City Municii^al 

.88. 46 (j)(a) &. 48 (21, Bombay -^ct, 1922, 

District Municipal Act, HI of 8. 301, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

1901. 1916, 

8 467, Bomlxiy City Mnnicijul English Law :— 

Act, Til of 1888. S. 184, Public Health Act, 1875. 

Previous publication.— Under S. 21 of the Punjab General 
Clauses Act, 1 of 1898, the following steps are necessary for 
previous publication:— 

(a) the municipalities should publish a draft of the 
proposed bye-laws for the information of persons 
likely to be affected thereby; 
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ws, 


(b) this publication shall be effected in such manner as 
the municipality deems sufficient or in such manner 
as the local Government prescribes; 

(c) with the draft under (a) a notice specifying the 
date on or after which the draft will be taken into 
consideration; 

(d) the consideration of the objection and suggestion to 
the draft bye-laws from any person; 

(^) publication in the Ga/.ette of the bye-laws purporting 
to have been made in exercise of a power to make 
bye-laws after previous publication shall be 
conclusive proof that the bye-law has been duly 
made. 

Valid pablieation. —Where certain draft rules under 
the U. P, Municipalities Act, 1900, were published in the 
local official Gazette and notice was given to the public 
that the rules would be taken inhj consideration by the 
local Government on or after a certain date and in pursu¬ 
ance of that notice the rules were again published in the 
Gazette : 

Held that the publication of the rules was a valid publi¬ 
cation. 14 1. C. 191. 

201. (1) No bye-law made under any section of flit« 

chapter shall come into force until it has been confirmed by 
the local Government and published for such time and in 
»uch manner as the local Government may prescribe in this 
behalf. 

(2) The local Government may cancel its confirmatkm 
of any such bye-law, and thereupon the bye-law shall cease to 
have effect. 


Notes. 


S. 146 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 351, Bengal Distrirt Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. 506, Bengal Municipal Ac<^^, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 354, Behar and Orissa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 463 & 470, Bombay City 
Municipal Act, Til of 1888. 

S. 143, Burma Municipal Act, 
in of 1898. 

8s. 482 & 487, Calcutta City 


Municipal Act, III of 1923, 

S. 178 (3), Central Provinces 
Muuioii»al Act, II of 1922. 

S. 352, Mafira.s City Municipal 
Act, 1919 

309, Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

8.301, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 

English Law :— 

S. 184, Public Health Act, 1875. 
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A rM^ntioo or oriicr of eomnHt«e.<~A resolution laying 
down a certain course of conduct cannot have the force of 
rule or bye-law binding on the public unless it is published 
and confirmed by local Government, 17 I. C. 713; 1938 
Lah, 540. 

Preramption m to procedure. — See Notes under S. 3 (3). 
Publication in the Government Gazette shall be conclusive 
proof that the bye-laws have been duly made. See S. 21 (5), 
General Clauses Act, I of 1898. 

Effect of confirmation. -Confirmation by Government | 
does not make the bye-laws valid. Courts have often de- | 
dared bye-laws duly confirmed by local Government to be f 
invalid or ultra vires : 1933 Nag. 68. See Notes under S. 3(3) ' 
and Notes under various sections dealing with bye-law's. | 


202. ^ (1) A copy of all bye laws made under this Act for Hye-laws tc 
any municipality shall be kept at die committee’s office, and be ^available 
shall be open during office hoars without charge to the inqiec- 
tion of any inhabitant. 

(2) Copies of all such bye«laws shall be kq>t at the com- | 
mittee’s office for sale to the public at a price not exceeding one | 
rupee. * 

Notes. 

S. 190 of the old Act. 


Analogous Law .— 

S. 351, Bengal Di.strict Municipal 
Act, 1884. 

S. 62, Roinhay _ Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. 

S 49, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, HI of .1901. i 

S. 181, Central Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, TI of 1922. 

Omission.— To keep printed copies of the bye-laws for 
sale does not affect tneir validity. Rat. Un. Or. C. 615 
(1892). 

CHAPTER XI. 


S. 354, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 311, Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 329, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916 , 

English Law: — 

S. i85, Public Health Act, 1875. 


Dk Procbduue. 


Powers of entry and inspection. 


203. (1) The committw or executive officer may antho- 

rise any person to enter, between sunrise and sunseL Into any 
hnildiny or upon any land and to inspect any drain, privy, 
hiSne, unnal, eesqptooll, nlile, wire, pipes, sewer or channel 


Inspection 
of d r a i n s, 
privies and 
cesspools. 
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tlieii«ai or tii«reoa, and to cause the ground to be opened where 
such person as aforesaid may think 6t for the purpose of pre« 
trimbngor removi^ any nuisance arising from the drains 
pnvies, latnnes, urinal, cesspools, cables, wires, pipes, sewers or 
channels. 

(2) If, on such inspection, it appears that the opening of 
the ground was necessary for the prevention or removal of a 
nuisanee, the expenses thereby incurred shall be paid by the 
o^er or occupier of the land or building; but if it be found 
that no nuisance exists or but for such opening would have 

ansen, the ground or porUon of any hmlding, drain or other 
work, if any, opened, injured or removed for the purpose of 
tach inspection shall be 611ed in, reinstated and made good 
by the committee. 

(3) No bmlding other than a latrine, urinal or privy, shall 

entered under this section until six hours’ notice in writing 
has been given to the occupier of the building by the committee 
person authorized by the committee to make the 


XioteSe 

S. 106 of the old Act. 

A , Officers Act- In municipalities to which that 

if words in italie.s must iu! deemed to have 
been added after the word ‘‘ committee 


Analogous Law :— 

3S. 191, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

,',Ss. 262 <fe 450 (3), Bengal Muni¬ 
cipal Act, XV of 19'i2. 

S. 216, Behar and Orissa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922. 

S, 139, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act. 1925. 

S. Ill, Bombay District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, III of 1901. 

Ss. 253-6, Bombay City Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1888. 

Ddegation.—Powers under 
under S. 33 of this Act. 


S, I:!7-Z, Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898. 

S.s. 27u-7 & .’>07, Calcutta Citv 
-Municipal Act, Ilf of 1923. ‘ 
152, Central Province,s Muni¬ 
cipal Act, IT of 1922. 

S. 335, Madras District Munici- 
Act, V of 1920. 

S. 270. C. p. Miinicifjalities Act, 
Jim(> 

f^nglish Lain;:--- 

42, 10J A: 105 Public Health 
Act, lS7r>. 

this section can be delegated 


any wo rk authorized bv the' (rP ^ 0 L 2 |eeu w 

^^^^.ofjhje local authorities to ^ 

cunarTd'liiTiifief 1., . or apy 

noticTSroinTaw^en^ry ^ Where a 

terms of the notice is tresp^ foV which ^ 

PASS lor which the corporation is 
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liable in damages to the owner of the land. A rkotiee of 
entry has to be given before the oflieer of a corporation 
enters the premises of a private owner; the notice is a 
condition precedent to the right of the municipality to enter. 

Once the notice is given, the right arises ; and the power i 
of the municipality to enter carries with it by necessary | 
implication an obligation on the part of the occupant of the ; 
land to whom the notice is given to give e^^*ry reasonable ■ 
facility to the municipality to enter and not to obstruct. If ; 
the occupant does any act to prevent its exercise, his act I 
may amount to wrongful restraint or wilful obstruction I 
punishable under the Penal (’ode. The notice of entry I 
cannot contain any directions to the ^)ceupant; and if any | 
directions are given, they are ultra vires and the occupant is 
not bound to obey the same. Aiyangar’s “ Tjaw of Municipal : 
Corporations in British India,” p. 789. 

No previous notice is necessary if the entry is to be made | 
into a latrine, privy or urinal. | 

No penalty. —Ss. 203 and 204 carry no jienaJty if the 
owner or occupier refuses to suffer the entry or inspection. 

The general provisions of S. 221 will either be applicable or 
the men obstructing may lie prosecuted under the Indian f 
Penal Code for obstructing a public servant. 

204. (1) The committee or executive officer may antho- insix-ction 

me any person after giving three hours’ notice to the occupier, I'uiWmgs. 

or, if there be no occupier, to the owner of any buil<Ung to 
enter and inspect it at any time between sunrise and sunset 
where such inspection appears necessary for sanitary reasons. 

(2) If the building to be inspected is a stable for horses 
or a house or shed for cows or other cattle, previous notice 
shall not be requisite before inspectiwi. 

Notes. 

S. 107 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— | 

v^s. 361 & 389, Kengal Munici- i S. 137-AA, Rurnia Municipal 
pal Act, XV of 1932. ^ Act, Ill of 1898. 

8 . 164. Rombay Municipal i S. 156, Central Provinces Muni- 
Roroughs Act 1925. cipal Act, II of 1922. 

8 . 132, Roinl)av District Muni- R. 331, Madra.s Citv Municipal 
cipal Act. Ill of 1901. Act, 1919. 

R. 374, Bombay Citv Municipal S. 179, Rangoon Citv Municipal 
Act, m of 18b8. Act, 1922. 

Executive Officers Act.-— In municipalities to which this 
Act has been extended the vrords in italics must be deemed 
to have been added after the word “ committee.” 
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73 Q [Sec. 205. 

Delegation.— -Powers under this section can be delegated 
under S. 33. 


er 205. The committee or executive officer may authorne 
on any person, after giving twenty-four hours’ notice to the oc- 
or copier, or, if there be no occupier, to the owner of any building 
or land, at any time between sunrise and sunset— 

(a) to enter on and to survey, and to take levels or 

measurements of any buildings or land; 

(b) to enter into any building or on any land for the 

purpose of examining works under construction, of 
ascertaining the course of sewers or drains, or of 
executing or repairing any work which it is by this 
Act empowered to execute or to maintain; 

(() to enter into any building or on any land for the 
purpose of inspecting or repairing gas, water, tele¬ 
phonic, electric or other installations and for taking 
readings of meters connected therewith; 
t (d) to enter into any building or on any land for the 
i purpose of ascertaining whether any building is being 

or has been erected or re-erected without sanction 
i or in contravention of any sanction given by the com- 

< mittee or of any bye-laws made under Section 190 

or of any scheme sanctioned under Section 192 and to 
If take such measuremrats and do any other such acts 
as may be necessary for such purpose. 

Notes. 

y. 108 of the old Act, clause (c) was introduced in J9lj. 
Clause (rf) has been inserted by S. 82 of the I’unjab Muni¬ 
cipal Anjendnient Act, III of 1933, 

Executive Officers Act.— Where this Act is extended the 
section must be deemed to have been amendetl by the addition 
of the words in italics after the word “ committee.’’ 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 512, Bengal Municipal Act, , 
XV of 1932. 

S. 307 (1), Behar and Orissa 
Municijjal Act, 1922. 

S. 159, Bombay j)j.st-rict Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 111 of 1901. 

S. 488, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, III of 

Delegation.— I^owers under 
under S. 33. 


8- 137-Ct.> Burma Municipal 
Act, III of 1898. 

8. 153, Central Pnwinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, II of 1922. 

8. 378, Madras ('!jty Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

8. 287, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
191G. 

English Law :— 

S. 119, Public Health Act, 1875. 

this section can be delegated 



Sec* 206*] 731 

Penalty. —Penalty for refusal to suifer inspection or to 
allow entry is provided under S. 209. 


206. The committee of' executive officer may authorize 
«ny person at all reasonable times to enter into and to inspect 
any mark^, building, shop, stall or place used for the sale of 
food or drink for man, or as a slaughter-house, or for the sale of 
drugs, and to inspect and examine any food or drink, animal 
or drug, which may be therein; and, if any article of food or 
drink, or any animal therein appears to be intended for the con¬ 
sumption of man and to be unfit therefor, may seize and re¬ 
move the same or may cause it to be destroyed or to be so dis¬ 
posed of as to prevent its being exposed for sale or used for 
such consumption: 


Power to 
inspect {»iaces 
for «ale of 
food or 

drink, etc,, 
and to seh:e 
unwholesome 
articles ex* 
posed for 

sale 


and, in case it is reasonably suspected that any drug is adul¬ 
terated in such manner as to lessen its efficacy or to change its 
operation or to render it noxious, to remove the same, giving a 
receipt therefor, and to cause the owner thereof to be brought 
before a magistrate for enquiry whether any <^ence has be«a 
committed in respect thereof, and for orders sis to the disposal 
of the said drug. 


Notes. 

S. 110 of the old Aet. 


Analogous Law :— 

8,251 (i?) & (('\ Rental Dis¬ 
trict Municipal Act, 1884 ' 

Rs. 427-29, Bengal Municipal 
Act, XVof 19:!2. 

Ss. 285, 28G & 2S8, Rehar and 
Orissa Municipal Art, 1922. 

S 176, Romlviy Municipal 
Boroughs Art. 1925, 

8, 142, Bombay Distrirt Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1901. 

Ss. 414-6, Bombay Oity Munici¬ 
pal Act, TII of 1888. 

8. 127-y, Burma Mnniciitvl Act, 
nr of 1898. 

Ss. 418, 419, 420 & 421 (2), 


Calcutta City Municipal Act. 
Ill of 1928. ‘ 

Ss. 159 & 215, Central Provinces 
Municipal Act, TI of 1922. 

Rs 812. 814 & 81(5, Madras City 
Municipal Act. 1919. 

Ss 272.274, 276, & 277, Madras 
District Municipal Act, V of 
1920. 

Ss 188 & 140. Rangoon City 
Municii>al Act. 1922. 

Ss- 248-4, 0. P Municipalities 
Act, 1916. 

; Eih/lish Law :— 


S 116, Public Health Act, 1875. 
Executive Officers Act,— The words ‘‘ or executive officer*^ 
must ^ deemed to liave been added after “ c^^mmittee ” in 
municipalities to which the Executive OfTieers Act is extended. 


Delegation.— Powers under this section can be delegated 
under S. 33. 


Comments.— Vnder this section all articles except drugs 
can be seized, destroyed or otherwise disposed of to prevent 
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their being used for human consumption if on inspection they 
are found to be unfit for use. As regards drugs the om^r 
cannot destroy it himself but must take the article to the 
magista^te for disposal or destruction as the ease may 
be. 

It must be carefully noticed that the section does not 
^ply to articles of food or drink for animals nor to articles 
prepared for manure or similar purposes. 

Intended for human consumption. — The article ordered 
to be destroyed must be found to be intended for human con¬ 
sumption. Damaged rice purchased by a person who intend¬ 
ed to sell it as food for pigs could not be ortlered to 
destroyed on the mere ground that there was risk that this 
rice might be sold for human consumption. 30 Cal. 421. 

The person authorized has no jurisdiction to seize or 
remove the article of food unless the article was^ intended for 
consumption and was unfit for the purpose. Where certain 
tins were made over to an association formed for the purpose 
of prevention of adulteration to find out if the. ghi was adul- 
b'rated, there is no jurisdiction to seize sucli yH as it was not 
in possession of the association for purj>o.ses of sale for- 
human consumption. 43 I. C. 

Exposure. — See Notes under S. 197. 

It cannot be contended that because S. 418, clause (2) 
of Calcutta Municipal Act of 1923 put.«! the burden upon the 
accused to prove that the article is not intended for human 
consumption in a ease of prosecution under this Chapter, it 
indicates that in all other eases, as for example, in a case 
where the article is ordered to be destroyed under y. 421 the 
onus W'ill lie upon the eorfviration to prove that it is intended 
for human consumption. Cf. iyi'9 Cal. 2'::!; 4'.) C. Ti. .1. 502. 

A court is entitled to take for granted when it is not 
denied that giti is an article intended for human consump> 
tion. It is possible that it can b * employed for remote (5r 
extraonlinary purposes but the ordinary [iresumption that 
ghi is intended for ^humaii consumf^lion is not a presumption 
of law but a supposition based on citinmon sense when there is 
no assertion to the contrary. 1929 (Jal. 283: 49 C. L . 1 . 002. 

Des rucUon.—Where the artick; can he disposed of so as 
to prevent its use for human consumption it is not necessary 
to destroy it. When grain damaged by ruin became unfit for 
hu^n wnsumption but could be used as fodder for cattle, its 
destruction was held to be not justified. Cf. 1931 Sindh 39. 
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207. The committee or executive officer bjr any penon 
anthorked by it or him in Uiit bdiali, may at all reaeonaUe times and measum 
enter into and inspect any mariiet, building, shop, stall or place and seizure 
used for the sale of any goods, food, drink or drug, and may 
inspect any instruments for weighing, weights or measures found 
therem and test the same with other weights and measures, and 
may seize any such instrument for weighing, weight or measure 
wrhich the person so authorized reasonably believes to be false 
or not in accordance with bye-laws made by the committee 
under Section 188, clause (e) (Hi), and may ttdre the same 
to be examined or tested by the officer appointed for the 
purpose. 

(2) Every person for the time being in charge of or 
employed in such market, building, shop, stall or place shall, if 
so requested by the person making such inspection, produce for 
such inspection and comparison all instruments for weighing, 
weights and measures kept therein. 

Notes. 

The section is new. 

Executive Officers Act. —Under S. IG of this Act the 
Municipal .Act is deemed to have been amended by the 
addition of the words in italics after the word “committee.” 

Similar addition of wonls in italics appt'ars to be necessary 
after the word ‘ it ’ in line 2; though that Act does not 
effect this change. Tliis seems to be an omission. 

A/taloc/ous IjOzv :— Municipal Act, III of 1888. 

.S. 415 (2), Bengal .Municipal S 1(12, Central Provinces Munici- 
Act, XV of 1932. Act, 11 of 1922. 

8. 177, Bomlnv Municipal 327, Madra'* Di.'^trict Munici- 
Boron-‘h.s Act,'l92-'» pal Act. V of 1920. 

143, Bombay District Munici- ft. MO, Ilanjjixin City Municipal 
pal Act, HI of 1901. pal Act, 1922. 

ft.s, 418 (3) & 419, Bombay City 

Delegation. Powers under S. 207 can be delegated under 
S, 33. 

Use of honest weights or measures .—Sec 41 Bom. oSO 

noted on p. 28. 

208. If there are reasonable grounds for believing that any 
animal has been, is being, or is about to be, slaughtered in any 
place or premises not fixed for such purpose under Section 167 
or in contravention of any bye-law made under Section 188 (e) 

(>), the committee or execzttivc officer by any person aidhor- 
iz^ by it or him in this behalf may, at all reasonable limes, 
alter into and inspect any such place or premises: 

Provided that no entry shall be made under the provyons 
of tfak Metion without an <^er in writing from the president or 


ln<%pecti6’ 
of places fo 
ilhcit siaugh 
tet i, 

animals 
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Kefusal to 
iffer inspec- 
on under 
•ctions 205 
1 208. 


from the Medical Officer of Health. Such order shaU specify 
the place or premises to be eatered and the locality In which the 
same is situate and the period (which shall not exceed seven 
days) for which it is to remain in force. 

Notes. 

This is a new section. 

The section has been amended by Act II of^ 1923. 
Medical Officer of Health is used instead of “ health officer.” 
Figure (1) after S. 188 has also been omitted. 

Executive Officers Act. — In ninnieipalities to which that 
Act has been made applicable the si'ction must be deemed to 
have been amended by the insertion of the words in italics 
after the word “comnnttee.” A similar insertion of words 
in italics seems necessary after the word “it” though the 
Act is silent. This omission is ni'd being rectilied even in the 
proposed amendment of the Act. 

Analogous Law: — | 

S. 426, Bengal Municipal Act, ' Act, III of J!)2'i. 

XV of 1932. S. 312. Madra.s City Municipal 

S. 413, Bombay City Municipal i Act, 1919. 

Act, III of 1888. 8. 272 (2), Ma<lras ni,‘5trict 

S. 137-W, Burma Municipal Act, Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Ill of 1898. S. ]28, Kangooii City Municipal 

S. 417, Calcutta City Municipal Act, 1922. 

Delegation. —Pow’ers undiT S, 20S can be delegated under 
S. 33. 


209. Whoever, in contravention of Section 205 or 
Section 206 or Section 207 or Section 208 or Section 211, 
refuses to suffer inspection of any premises, food, drink, drug, 
animal, weight, measure or instruments for weighing, or, in con¬ 
travention of Section 207, clause (2) refuses to produce any 
weight, measure or instrument for weighing to which he has 
access, shall be punishable with fine which may extend to two 
hundred rupees. 

Notes. 

This is also a new section. 

Analogous Law :— 8. 313, Madra.s ('ily .Municipal 

S ulS, Bengal Municipal Act, Act, 1919. 

XV of 1932. , Ss. 273 & 319, Madra.'^ District 

S,s. 307 (2), Behar and Oris,sa ! Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Municipal Act, 1922. i 8s. 277 (1), Madras Act, IV of 

S. .')09, Calcutta City Municipal 1 1884. 

Act, III of 1923. English Law 

S, 118, Public Health Act, 1875, 
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210. (1) The committee or executive officer may author. Search, fw 

ize any person to alter upon at any reasonable fame and „r expioaive 
inspect any house or building which is suspected to contain n he , j.i in 
petroleum, explouve or other inflammable material, in excess i z e'd 

of flie quantity permitted to be kept in such house or building ({uantity 
under the provisions of this Act or of any rule, bye*law or 
public notice made or published thereunder, 

(2) Should any such excess quantity of such material be 
discovered, it may be seized and held subject to such order as 
a magii^ate may pass with respect to it. 

(3) If the magistrate decide that the material seized was 
stored in the house or building contrary to the provisions of 
this Act or of any rule, bye.Iaw or public notice made or pub. 
lished thereunder, be shall pass an order confiscating the same. 

(4) Subject to any general rules for the time being applic¬ 
able thereto, the material confiscated may be sold by order of 
the magistrate, and the proceeds, after defraying the expenses 
of such sale, shall be credited to the municipal fund. 

(5) No order of confiscation under this section shall 
operate to prevent any other criminal or civil proceedings to 
which the person storing the material in excessive quantity may 
be liable. 

Notes. 

S. 120 of tho old Act. 

Executive Officers Act.— In municipalities to which the 
Act has been extcn<lcd, the words in italics must be deemed 
to have been added after the word eoniniittee.” 


. lnaIo<;ous Law ;— 
ft. 399. Henj^ul Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

ft. 272, Hehar ami (h'i.ssa .Act, 
Vir of 1922 


ft. Ceutral Provinces Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 11 of 1922. 
ft. 2-»8. U. P. Municipalities 
Act, 11 of 1916. 


Delegation.—- Powers under this section can be delegated 
under S. 33. 

Provision of the Act or bye-law. -C/. 8. I2l and 

S.1S8 iq). 

Public notice .—See S. ISO. 

Appeal. —The order of forfeiture is appealable under 
S.227. 


A provision similar to 8. 209 seems to be necessary for 
the purposes of 8. 210. Persons obstructing the officers or 
persons authorized bv the committee may be punished under 
S. 221. 
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[Sec. 211, 212 & 213. 

211. (1) The Medical Officer of Health or any other 

3 Qf officer authorized Iqr the committee or executive officer may 
ting enter, at any time, after three hours' notice, into any building 
or premises in urhich any infectious disease is reported or su«« 
peeled to exist, for the purpose of inspecting such building 
or premises. 

(2) No such inspection shall be made except in the hours 
between sunrise and sunest. 

Recent changes. -Sub-seetion 1 has been substituted by 
S 83 of the Punjab Amendment Act, Ill of l9J3. 

Executive Officers Act. ~S. 2ll must Ix' deemed to have 
been amended by S. 16 of Executive Ufficers Art by the 
insertion of words in italics after the word “ conunittce." 
The reference to unamended section must he taken to relate 
to the amended Section by virtue of S. 6 of the General 
Clauses Act, 189S. 

Analogous Lawi — 

S. 179 (2) (b), liombay Munici- , Act. Ill of 1923. 

pal l?orouglis Act, 1923. S. 2fe9, !\ladca.>; District .Miiiii- 

S. 422, Bombay City Municipal cipal Act, V i)f 1920. 

Act, III of 188b. , Euyhsh Law ; — 

S. 436, Calcutta City Municipal ' J;17, Ciiblic Health .\ct, 1873. 

Delegation.- J’owers under S. 211 can k' delegated under 
S. 33. 

* 

eralcx- 212. The committee or executive officer may authorize 

urn. persons to exercise the powers of entry conferred by the fore* 
going sections of this Chapter either generally in regard to ^^11 
buildings and lands or particularly in regard to specified build¬ 
ings and lands or classes of buildings and lands. 

Notes. 

This suction is new. 

Executive Officers Act.— The words in italics after the word 
“ committee " must be <leem(;d to have. l)oen added by S. 16 of 
the Executive Officers Act. in municipalities to which that 
Act has been extendeii. 

cautions 213. When any building used as a human dwelling is en- 

observ- lered under this Act, due regard shall be paid to the social and 
wellings religions sentiments of the occupiers; and before any apartment 
in the actual occupancy of any woman, who according to 
CHStotn does nor appear in public, is entered under this Act, 
notice shall be givm to her that she is at liberty to withdraw, 
and every reasonable facility shall be afforded to her for with- 
dravdiv. 
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Notes. 

S. 202 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law: — i pal Act, III 611923. 

S. 197 Proviso, Bombay Munici- I S. 1.51, Central Provinces Muni* 

pal Boroughs Act, 1925 j cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S 159 Proviso, Bombay District | 8.335 Proviso (c), Madras Dis- 
Municipal Act, III of 1901. ‘ trict Municipal Act, V of 

S- 137-V, Proviso, Ylurma Muni- | 1920 

cipal Act, III of 1898, ; S, 287 (2) ('•1, TJ. P. Municipali- 

S. 507, Calcutta City Munici- j ties Act, 1916. 

Delegation. —Power under this section can be delegated 
under S. 33. 


Notices and consequences of non-compliance. 


214. When any notice under this Act, requires any act to 
be done for which no time is fixed by this Act, it shall fix a 
reasonable time for doing the same. 

Notes. 

S. 147 (1) of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :—• j 

8.192 (5) («)> Bombay Munici- | Act, III of 192.3. 

pal Act, 1925 , 8 1G7, Central Province.s Muni- 

8. 1.54 (5), Bombay District cipal Act, II of 1922 

Municij>al Act, ITT of 1901. , 8.380, Madra.s City Municipal 

8. 4S9. Rombiy City Municipal Act, 1919 

Act, in of iS<s8. , 8. 339, Madras District Munici- 

8. 144, Burma Municipal Ac, | pal Act, V of 1920. 

Ill of 1898. ! 8. 302, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

8 .5lO, Calcutta City Municipal 1 1916. 

Acts for which time is fixed. — See Ss. 115, 118, 128, 120, 
124 and 134. 

Reasonable time. - What is reasonable time tvill depend 
on the circumstances of e^M^h case and no hard and fast rule 
can Ix^ laid down; under S. 219 the court has power to deter¬ 
mine if the time given for compliance was reasonable. 


Reasonable 
time for com¬ 
pliance to be 
fixed 


Act for which no time is fixed.— Where the Act does not 
(ix any time for (ii^mplianee with a notice issued under the 
provisbjns of the .Municipil .Vet, the committee should itself in 
the Resolution fix the time for compliance and should not 
leave the office to fill in the notice any lime they deem lit. It 
is for the committee to decide tlie reasonableness of the 
notice and not for the committee’s officers. 1925 Lah. 146; 
81 I. C, 122. 

Requirements in cases where time it fixed,— Where the I 
section lixes the time for (Ximpliance, the requirements should | 
be such as can be reasonably carried out within the time, | 
otherwise the notice will be void. 50 I. C. 247. _J 
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A notice under S. 125 directing the construction of a 
latrine aojording to Health Officer’s directions giving ten 
days, which might prove insufficient for securing necessary 
directions from that official is not good. 48 I. C, 882. 

_ See J 930 Oudh 434—noted under S. 31. 

Validity of notice —Reasonable time.— Where a statute 
provides that an authority may serve a notice for work to be 
, * done within a time to be specified in such notice, it must, in 
1 order to be valid and not illusory notice, specify a time w’ithin 
i which the work can reasonably be completed. The authority 
I must consider the nature and extent of the work—must fix a 
! time during which the w^ork can be done - and they have no 
I discretion to fix a shorter time and where a reasonable time 
j is not fixed, the notice is bad and the expenses incurred 
I by the local authority in carrying out the work cannot be 
1 recovered. Bristol Corporation V. Sinnott, (1918) 1 Ch. 

1 62, 82 J. P. 9. Ryall v. Hart, (1923) 2 K. B. 464; 87 J. P. 81. 

The question of reasonable time can be raised in court. 

Authentica- 215. (1) Every notice issued by a committee under 

and' ***“ under any rule or bye-law shall be in vrriting, signed 

of notice. *' by the president, vice-president, secretary or assistant secretary, 
or by the members of any sub committee specially authorial 
by the committee in that behalf and every such notice and 

every order made under Section 193 may.bft.4«aa3 ed on Jhfc 

jperim. tp whom^ ft. M..<*1 .l®ft .it., bk. 
uraiil place of aS^f or business with some adult male member 
'or sorvmt'oFliis family, it canh ot ‘ b e~ so served, may^ 
affixed Jp ..Mpae consiucuous part of hu piece of ab^e or 
" Susm^i 

Provided that such notice may be signed by the Medical 
Officer of Health when it is issued by the committee under any 
section of this Act under which power may be delegated to 
. the Medical Officer of Health under clause (&) of Section 33 
and has been so delegated. 

(2) When the place of abode or business of the person to 
whom the notice is addressed is not within the limits of the 
municipality, the notice may be served by posting ft in a 
registered cover addressed to his usual place of abode. 

(3) If the owner of any property has no place of abode 
or business within the municipality, every such notice addressed 
to him as siKh owmer may be served on the occupier. 

(4) When the place of abode or business of the occupier 
of any proparty is not known, every such notice addressed 
to him as such occupier may be served by affixing ft to some 
conspicuous part of the property. 





Sec. 215.1 t3^ 

(5) No notice issued by the committee under this Act 
or under any rule or by-law s^U be invalid for defect of form. 

Notes. 

S. 191 of the old Act. 

The section has been amended by Act 11 of 1923 : words 
Every such notice and every order made under S. 193 ” 
have been inserted betw^een the wonis “ behalf and ” and 
‘‘ may.” Proviso to sub-section (1) is new. Sin.Uar provision 
would seem to be necessary for other officers to whom powers 
can be delegated under S. *33. 

Great difficulty was experienced in delivering orders of 
refusals to persons who had applied for sanction of build¬ 
ings. Such persons generally avoided the receipt of orders 
to avail of the time limit laid down in S. 193. The difficulty 
has been removed by the amendment ; actual delivery of 
the orders to the persons concerned will not be necessary. 

Delegation.— Powers under this section can be delegated 
under S. 33. 

Executive Officers Act.— In municipalities to which this 
Act has been extended S. 210 (1) shall be deemed to have 
been amended by S. 17 of Schedule II of Pun,iab Executive 
Officers Act, 1931. 

The amended subsection (1) will read as follows:— 

215. (1) Every notice issued under this Act or under any Section 2i5 

rule or bye-law, by a committee or by its executive officer or bv 
by tbe person authorized by the committee or by the executive tive ufficerH 
officer shall be in writing signed by the executive officer or by 
any person authorized in this behalf, and every such notice and 
every order made under Section 193 may be served on the 
perscm to whom it is addressed or delivered or left at bis usual 
place of abode or business with some adult male member or 
servant of bis family or if it can not be so served may be affixed 
to some conspicuous part of his place of abode or buriness. 

Pro\iso to this clause is to be omitted. 

Analogous Law :— | 

S. 356, Bengal District Munici- Ss. 502-5, Calcutta City Municipal 
pal Act, 1884. ' Act, III of 1923. 

Ss.509-11, Bengal Municipal .\ct, Ss. 253-5, Cantonment Act, II of 
XV of 1932 1924 

S. 357, Behar and Orissa Munici- 168, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. pal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 192, Bombay Municipal ; S 374, Madras City Municipal 

Boroughs Act, 1925. I Act, 1919. 

S. 154 ll), Bomliay District S 331, Madras District Municipal 
Municipal Act, Ill of 1901 Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 484-5, Bombay Citv Munici- Ss. 303-5, U. P. Municipalities 
pal Act, III of 1888.* , Act, 1916. 

Ss 203-4, Burma Municii»al Act, i English Law :— 

III of 1898. 1 Ss 266-7, Public Health Act, 1875. 
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Aothenliciition. —A notice issued from the office of a 
municipal committee which purported to he under S. 99 of 
Act, Xill of 18S4 {Cf. S. 172 of the present Act) but was not 
signed by the president or secretary as prescribed by S. 162 
(« S. 215 of the Act), but by a member only, held to be 
materially defective and invalwl ; the defect not being merely 
one of form which according to the last clause could be im¬ 
material. P. R. 8 of j886 C^r. 


Adult male member,— Adult does not necessarily mean 
major within the meaning of Majority Act, but a person of 
such an age as to lx* capable of and responsible for the due 
communication of the notice to the member of the family for 
W’hom it is intended. A person above the age of 16 was held 
be an adult f)erson. 34 Cal. 787, 35 Cal. 286. 

a notice actually reaches the 
estopped from saying that the 
In this case the person actually 
person to be served and it was 
a member of the family. The 
son-in-law resided there and the notice reaclusi the atldressee. 
3.0 Cal. 286. 




Service*estoppel. —Where 
person to be served lie is 
notice is not validly served, 
served was son-in law of the 
contended that he was not 


Notice to be in writing.— L’ndcr Oenoral Clauses Act this 
I will include printing, lithography and other modes of repre- 
I senting or reproducing wonis in a visible form. 

I* 

Signed. —A notice under Section J71 on a printed form 
f filled with the name of the secretary in print at the foot 
I was held a sufficient signature in Brydges \ . Dix, (1891) 7 
: T. L. R. 215. It is doubtful whether the signature, of a 
' clerk in the name of the secTvtary to the committee would 
[ be sufficient. Sec France v. Unit on, (1891 ) 2 Q. B. 203. 

I A notice must be signed by the officer who is legally 
I authorized to sign and it is materially defective, if it is not 
j signed by the proper officer : and the defect is not cured by 
: the usual provision contained in most of the Acts to the 
[ effect that no notice shall be invalid for defect of form; 

’ 8 P. R. 1886 Cr. If the notice is defective, it need not be 
obeyed and there can lie no conviction for disobodienee of 
i' such a notice: 36 All. 227. When a notice is invalid, it 

need not be complied with ; but the c()rporaiion may take 
; proceedings under a fresh notice: I C. L. J. R, 51. The 
I mistake of a few ru^es in a noiicu', caused by an error in 
‘ addition, is not sufficient to impeach or atT^t the same. 
1 9 W. R. 562. 

Where an officer leav'cs a facsimile stamp of his 
signature behind him, which the peons continue to use, a 
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warrant issued stamped by such facsimile is quite irregular 
and invalid. 

Under a Municipal A.et it was provided that a warrant 
must bear the signature of the chairman. Signature must be 
taken in its accepted sense of the Sign Manual. The fact that 
in S. 2 (20), Civil Procedure Code, sign is used as including 
stamp has no bearing on the Madras District Municipal 
Act. But if the chairman happens to be illiterate, under the 
General Clauses Act, he may affix his mark. Cf. 1930 Mad. 
430 ; 121 1. C. 139. 

Mode of service. —This section and Ss. 316 and 217 
provide various modes of service of municipal notices. 
The detailed provision with reference to the service of 
notices on ownei s or occupiers should Ik* strictly observed. 
The requirements of the law must be strictly followed to 
make the ser\ice effectual. The ‘‘ owner ” or occupier 
need not be named. If the address is.„on, tte »QH.tsidei,..ii8 

onussKunh'yiehb d^^ 'immaicriiai; Limforth 

V. Butler (itiiiSyr 1 Q- Jh ll(>. A notice affixed on the premises 
is good, although the name and residence of the owner may be 
known: Woodford U. D. C.w Hcninood^ (1900) 64 d. P. 148. 
Wh en a document is sent by post^ it is deerned_ 
j££':i<L.SLtEe-tiiue the letter coritaohng .*it fv.ould be deJivered 
in the onhnary coure^^^ sufficient,.to. prove, 

that jrropeiTy ^Idressti^ a.njsl that the postage , .was, pre- 

~ Walthamstow U. D. C. V. Henwood^ (1897) 1 Ch. 41. 
wTicre a statutory method <^f serving nr>tice has been follow¬ 
ed it is not necessary U> show that the addressee has receiv’’ed 
it. Kiitij V. IVestminsicr Union ^Isscssment Committee (1917) 
1 K. B. 832. 

Where ilic house was not in the occupation of the 
rec^'irded owner bul his brother, and, although the municipal 
taxes were levied on the owner, they were collected from his 
brother: 

Held, the service of the distn'ss warrant on the brother of 
the owner was a proper service, 7o I. C. 719; 1922 i’at. 532. 

Notice to be addressed to owner.— Under Ss. 215 and 216 it 

is o|ien to the municipality to issue the notice atldressed to the 
owner of the premises without specifying his name. If they 
do so they can prosecute the trustee wlio was recovering rente 
from tlie tenants of the property as the owner of the premises 
under S. 3 (It) but he could not be prosecuted for failure 
to comply with a notice addressed to anotlier peraon and 
delivered to him as the agent of that person. 1925 Sind 262; 
88 I. 0. 187 and 1931 Mad. 138. 

S. 215 (2) does not apply to the case of a person who 
is permanently residing witliin the local area and who has 
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given his home address as the places to which notice were 
to be sent, who for purpose^ of business had temporarily left 
for a place outside tiie local area. 1931 Mad. 138. 

Owner and occupier.— See Notes under S. 3 (10) and 

r (il)- 

I Conspicuous part. —The notice must be affixed to some 

I part which can attract attention of people passing by it. 
I What is a conspicuous part is a (luestion of fact. IVesi Haw 
^ Corfi. V. Thomas (1908) 73 J. P. 6>'). 

Notice by the committee. —The notice must be by the 
I authority of the ct)mmittee. If it is issued by the authority 
' of any other officer that officer must have been delegated 
with authority to do so under S. 33. 

Attestation.— The law of service of notices contained 
in this section does not require the report of the service 
to be attested by any outside authority. Cf. 49 I. 0. 928. 

Name of addressee doubtful. — A new street being about 
to be paved by urban authority, they addressed a notice to 
pave to the owner of vacant field whose name was doubtful, 
thus “ To B, or other, the owner or other tlie occupier, 
etc.*’ The notice w-as affixed to a conspicuous part of the 
premises. No notice ever reached B: Held that this notice 
was sufficient. Butler \. Gravesaud U. S. A. (1894). 58 

J. P. 446. 

Service on a servant. —Service on a servant is yalid. 9 
W.R._JG2.. --- '■ 


3 r V I c e 216. Whenever it is provided by this Act that any 
n owner notice may be given to the owner or occupier of any land or 
building, and the owner and occupier are different persons, 
:onR such notice shall be given to the one of them primarily 

liable to comply with such notice, and in case of doubt to 
both of them: 


Provided that in any such case, where there is no owner 
resident within the municipality, the delivery of such notices 
to the occupier shall be sufficient. 


Notes. 

S. 147 (2) of the old Act. 


Analogous Law :— 

S. 357, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

S. 514, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 358, Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

S. 154 (2), Bombay District 
Municipal Act, III of 1901. 


SvS. 502-6, (!alcutta City Munici¬ 
pal Act, Til of 1923. 

Ss. 254-5, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

Bs. 168-9, Central Provinces 
Municijtai Act, II of 1922. 

S. 267, U. P Municipalities Act, 
1916. 

English Law :—. 

S. 267, Public Health Act, 1875. 
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217. When may notice Is under the provinoas of this Act 
to be given to or served on the owner or occupier of may 
property and he is unknown, it may be given or served— 

(a) by delivering a written notice to some pmon on the 
property, or, should there be no person on the pro¬ 
perty to whom it can be delivered, by affixing it to 
some conspicuous part of the property; or 

{b) by potting into the post a pre-paid letter containing 
a written notice and addressed hy the description of 
the ** owner ” or “ occupier *’ of the property 
(Mming it) in respect of which the notice is given, 
without further name or description. 

Notes. 

S. 192 of the old Act. 

Analogous Lazo :— 

357, Bengal Distict Municipal 
Act, 1884. 

3 35i), Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 19 >2. 

3 204, Burma Municipal Act, 
in of 1898. 

See Notes under S. 215. 


S.s. 502*6, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, TII of 1923. 

3. 255, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

3. 170, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 


218. Every public notice given by a committee under 
this Act or any rule or bye-law shall be published by proclama¬ 
tion or in such other manner as the local Government may, by 
rule, direct. 

Notes. 

S. 193 of the old Act. 


Analogous Law :— 

3. 35;, Bengal District Municipal 
Act, 1884 

3. 507, Bengal Municipal .Act, 
Xy of 1932 

3 35(), Behar and Orissa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. 

3. 192 <3*, Bombay Mnnicipil 
Boroughs Act, '925 

3 >54 (3), Bombay District 

Municipal Act, TII of 1901. 

3.480, Bombay City Municipal 
Act, III of 1888 ■ 


3. 201(2', Burma Municipal Act, 
HI of 1898. 

3 499, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, TII of 1923. 

3. 25r>, (Cantonment Act, H of 
1924. 

3. I7l, (Central Provinces Muni- 
cdpal Act, TI of 1922. 

3 372, Madras ('itv Municipal 
Act, 1919 

3. 304, U P. .Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


Mode of publication It is laid down in rule ,5 of the 
General .Administration Rules as follows:—In every ease in 
which public notice is to be given by a committee in 
exercise of a power conferred or in discharge of an obli- 


Mo(3e of 
giving notico 
to owner ,or 
occupier 
property 




Publication 
of public 
nonces 
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gation imposed by the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, oi^ by any 
rale or bye-law made thereunder, such notice shall be 
published by proclamation, and a copy of such notice shall 
be affixed in some conspicuous spot accessible to the public 
at ^e place of meeting of the committee. A copy of such 
notice shall also be supplied to the manager of every news¬ 
paper which is publislied within the limits of the district in 
which the municipality is situate. 

It is not necessary that manager should be asked to 
print the notice at the cost of mutiicipal committee. The 
manager may or may not treat it as a news. 

Public notice.— Sections 103, lOb, l07,109. 149,152, 154, 
159,168 (2), 173 (3), l80,192 (2) and 210 require the issue 
of public notices. 

lalty for 219. Whoever disobesrt any lawful direction or prohibition 

Tif by the committee by public notice under this Act or any 

attees written notice lawfully issued by it thereunder, or fails to comply 
vnth the conditions subject to which any permission was given 
by the committee to him under those powers, shall, if the dis- 
obedience or omission is not an offence punishable under any 
other section, be punishable with fine which may extend to 
fifty rupees, and, in the case of a continuing breach, with a 
further fine which may extend to five rupees for every day 
after the first during which the breach continues: 

Provided that, when the notice fixes a time within which 
a certain act is to be done and no time is specified in this Act, 
it shall rest with the magistrate to determine whether the 
to fixed was a reasonable time within the meaning of this Act. 

Notes. 

Section 169 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— 

S-s. 218. 219 & 271-2, lletigal Act, III of 1888. 

trict Muaicipal Act, 1881. S.'^. 48.S & Calcutta City 

S. iiOO. Bengal Municipal Act, XV Municipal Act, III of 1923. 

of 1932. 8.199, (?eutrdl l’rovim:es Muni- 

S. 242, Behar and Orissa Muni- cipal Art, IT of 1922. 

cipal Act, 1922. j S. 357. Madra.s City Municijml 

S. 193, Bombay Muinci}ml Bor- i Act, 1919 

oughs Act, 1925. S 3l.j, Madras District Munici- 

S. 155, Bombay District Mtinici- pal Act, V of 1920. 

pal Act, III of 1901. S.s. 205 & 206, Rangoon City 

S. 471, Bombay City Munici])al Municipal Act, 1922. 

Act, III of l888. S. 306, U. P. Municimlities Act, 

Ss. 148 jb 149, Burma Municipal J 1916. 



See. 210.1 

Exeeative oHicert* orders.—Where the Executive Officers t 
Act is applicable disobedience of the orders of the executive ' 
officers is not provided for. In most cases the executive' 
officers have now been empowered to issue notices and to' 
give lawful directions. If such notices are disobeyed or the, 
directions are not complied with, the prosecution for dis¬ 
obedience of such orders and notices apparently will not lie 
under S. 219. This seems is to be an omission. Cf. S. 186 (») f 
of Bombay District Municipal Act as amended where dis¬ 
obedience of the orders of the executive officers is specilically 
made punishable. An executive officer though possessing large 
powers of the committee cannot be considered to be the 
committee for purposes of this section. 

Limitation for prosecution. —In Punjab there is no pro¬ 
vision to limiting the powers of prosecution to a certain 
period from the date of commissi«)n of the offence. In the 
absence of such a f)rovision we find prosecutions sometimes 
started years after the commission of the offence. 

Direction or prohibition by public notice.— Munici|)al 
committees have pt)wer to issue lawful direction or prohibi¬ 
tion by public notice under the following sections:—Ss. 
103,106,107,108, 109,149, 152, 154,159, HiB, 171 (3) and 
l80. Dnly Ss. 107, lOB, 152 and 168 provide punishment 
in ease of disobedience. The disobedience of directions or 
prohibitions issued under other sections is punishable under < 
this section. 

Writtim notices. — The municipal committees ha\e power 
to issue notices under Ss. 113 to l20, Ss. 125 <o 128, and Ss. 
131, 140, 149,172, 174, 175, 181, 195,195-A. 

Disobedience not punishable under any other Section.— Cf. i 
Ss. 123, 128, 135, 152. 16S and 195-A, which specifically j 
provide puniahment. See P. R. 4 of 1894 noted under S. 123. ' 

Committee.— The committee issuing the order or notice 
must be lawfully eon.stituted. The order of a municipal 
committee passed at a meeting presided over by a president 
who was neither elected nor apiv)intetl as member of the 
committee nor its president as require<l by S. 20 of the 
Act is defective and invalid. Hena^ dis<^bedience of such an 
order is no offence. P. R. 46 of 1905 Or. 

Similarly the notice issued by any other authority except 
the committee, or executive officer is not a legal notice. The 
accused was convicted of a breach of bye-law No. 23 of the 
Lahore Municifml Bye-laws for non-complianee with a notice 
purporting to be issued under the said bye-law requiring him 
to remove within four days a thara recently C 4 )nstrueted in 
front of his house which encroached upon the public road. It 



[See. 219. 

appeared that the notice in question was i^ued by the Deputy 
Commissioner as President of the Municipal Committee, on 
his own individual authority and not by the committee as 
required by the bye law: Held that the notice reqmred by 
the bye-law to be given by the committee not having been 
given to the accused, he could not be held to have committed a 
breach of the bye-law and that his conviction for sucli breach 
was therefore unsustainable 

It was contended for the committee in the above case 
that the notice referred to was legal by virtue of a resolution 
of the committee to the effect “ that the committee authorized 
the president or secretary of the committee to take notice of 
any breach of the bye-law and to take action on the same, 
reporting said action for the approval of the committee of the 
ensuing meeting.’’ This resolutii>n had not been put in 
evidence in the original Court: Held that even if such resolu¬ 
tion could be considered, it would not affect the ease or 
validate the notice, as (1) it only authorized the president to 
take notice of a breach of the bye-laws, but in the present ease 
no breach of the bye-law in question hati oex'urred; for the 
breach of the bye-law consists in disobeying a notice issued by 
the committee and as the committee had issu(‘d no notice, no 
breach of the bye-law could ha\e been committed by the 
accused, (2) if the resolution was to be understood to confer 
upon the president the powers which the cotumittee possessed 
under the bye-laws, e. g., the power to give notice for the 
removal of obstruction, still the respondent’s contention 
would fail, as there is no provision in the Municipal Act or 
in the bye-laws framed under the Act which would justify 
the committee in delegating the powers conferred upon them 
as a committee to any person, i*. H. 32 of 1861 Cr. 

Note.- At that time there was no provision corresponding 
to S. 33 of Act, III of 1911. 

Written notice lawfully given— Notice must be clear.— A 

municipality taking proceedings for a jienalty under the Act 
ought to make the sanction an<l orders or conditions for new 
buildings or erections so conspicuously clear as to leave no 
room for controversy. 

Uae of ponal provisions. —Penalty sections must be used for 
bad eases where the individual has been contumacious and has 
palpably acted mala fide. But the penalty is only intended in 
terrorem and not to be used vindictively for technical offences. 
1924 All. 200 ; 21 All. L. .J. 774. 

Notice or direction pwUy legal or partly illegal.— If the 
notice contains two directions one of which is good and the 
other bad the notice must be treated as entirely bad. To hold 
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otherwise would impose on the accused the obligation of 
picking out from the notice the requirement which was within 
the power of the municipal committee to call upon him to 
carry out. 1933 Lah, 935; I Weir 749. 

Fresh notice if the previous one illegal — Where a notice 
issued by the committee is illegal, the committee can issue 
fresh notice. 1 Weir 7^9. 

Lawful direction, etc,— A person cannot be guilty of dis¬ 
obedience unless the direction or prohibition is lawful or the 
notice issued is lawful, i.e,, notice, <iirection or the prohibi¬ 
tion must Ije such as is authorized by the provisions of this 
Act. See Notes to Ss. Il3 to 119 and Ss. 125 to 136. 

S. 107 (2) of the Bombay District Municipal Act does 
not em|)ower a municipality to lawfully direct an owner 
or (Xicupier to do a certain thing himself. It [)rovide 3 tliat a 
municipality may by written notice do the thing themselves; 
therefore the disok'dienee of a notice directing an owner or 
occupier to remove a cesspool within a week is no offence 
under S. 155 of that Act. 11 Bom. L. R. 1349 ; 4 I. 835. 

Before a conviction under S. 219 can be had for the 
disobedience of a notice issued by a municipality the court 
must Ixj satisfied that the notice was lawfully issued. 23 I. 
C. 745; 30 All. 185. 

Direction or orders the disobedience of which is made 
punishable must be directions and orders authorized by the 
Act. 

There is no provision under which a general direction can 
be issued prohibiting house-owners fn^m discharging sullage 
or other water on municipal property. Such general diree- 
tiojis may b(‘ framed as a bye-law, Pro\dsk)ns siich as Ss. 129, 
132, etc., provide for special notice regarding drainage, etc. 
Cf 54 1. C. 494. 

Notice calling upon a person to vacate a shop is not 
valid as there is no power under the Act under which a per¬ 
son can be roiiuired to give up his shop situate on land not 
belonging to crmimittee. 17 1. O. 713; I'd All. L. J. 286. 

To render a person liable under the section for failure 
to comply with a n(dice, the notice must be a legal notice and 
a notice issued by some authority competent to issue it. 
When that autlwrity is the board or chairman the notice 
issued and signed by any other authority is not valid. 55 
1. C. 302. 

It is not a condition precedent for prosecution under 
S. 219 for failure to provide a latrine that the committee 
should itself have con^rueted the latrine. 48 I. C. 161. 
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Section 219 does not prevent an accused person from se- 
tins the defence that the paper served upon him was not a 
notice issued by the committee or by the authority of any 
person to whom the power exercisable by the committee as a 
whole had been delegated. If such a defence is set up the 
magistrate ought to enfjuire into it and call upon the prose¬ 
cution to produce evidence sufficient to satisfy him on the 
point. In this case the notice purported to have been issued 
by a member of the ward and was signed by him not on behalf 
of the board or on behalf of any person authorized by the 
boanl. 36 All. 227; 25. 1. C. 326. 

Legality of any orders, direction or requirements can be 
questioned 'in any court in which penal proceedings are 
brought in respect of any alleged breach for non-compliance 
therewith if it can be shown that it is an order, require¬ 
ment or direction which the board can not make, i.e., an 
order made outside its jurisdiction though the magistrate 
cannot question the reason ibleness of the not'ce: 43 All. 644. 
What the prosecution has to pn)ve under S. 219 is that a law¬ 
ful direction was given to the accused by a notice lawfully 
issued under powers eonferred by the Act and that the accused 
disobeyed the said dwction. C/. 1928 Nag. 337; 111 1. C. 
113. 

When an accused is sei-ved with a notice to remove an 
encroachment under S. 173 his failure to comply with the 
notice is not punishable under S. 219 as no mitice need be 
issued and the disobedience of such a notict* does not amount 
to disobedience of a lawful order. Cf. 1923 Bom. 30; 66 
I. 0. 817. 

If a notice,is not isstied according to the provisions of 
the Act or under a rule or a bye-law the person to whom the 
notice is issued may disobey it and yet not be liable to pu'iish- 
ment. Hence to sustain a conviction under S. 21!) it is neces¬ 
sary to prove that the notice was issued under the provisions 
of the Act or under a rule, or a bye-law. When accused per¬ 
son admits the issue of a notice and his disobedience thereof 
it does not necessarily follow that he is guilty. It is open to 
him to plead that the notice was issued without authority and 
without reason. Cj. 1925 Oudh 54(5; 88 I. C. 243. 

Directions given in a notice under S. 408 of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act (Bengal Act, 111 of 1899) to the owner of 
property, during the pendency of litigation in respect of that 
property, cannot be said to be lawfully given, if it is not 
open to the owner at that time either individually or collec¬ 
tively to alter the property by carrying out the improve¬ 
ments mentioned in the notice. 33 Cal. 699. 
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Notice Umxttd by en authority not entitled to istue such 
notice—Ratification.— S. l87 states that a cantonment authority 
may by notice in writing require the removal of an encroach¬ 
ment. Consequently a person cannot be convicted for 
disob6ying a. notice issued by the executive officer for removal 
of encroachment on Government land. Subsequent confirma¬ 
tion of the action of the executive officer by the cantonment 
board is of no avail as the notice disobeyed is the notice from 
the executive oflicer. 1933 Lah. 545. 

Ord^ by executive authority—Standing orders in matters 
requiring exercise of discretion. — A cantonment magistrate, 
being only the executive officer of the cantonment authority, 
has no authority, of his own initiative, to issue an order under 
S. 96* of the Cantonment Code. 

The only authority that can require the owner of land to 
remove a toundary wall and rebuild it is the cantonment 
committee and before an order can legally bt‘ issued by that 
body, th(^ members thereof must form the opinion that the 
wall is unsuitable, xinsightly or otherwise objectionable. 

A standing order of the eatitonment committee, that all 
the walls fronting the road should be rebuilt w’ith brick as 
they fell into disrepair cannot be construed as vesting in the 
cantonment magistrate the discretionary power of the com¬ 
mittee to decide whether or not any particular wall was un¬ 
sightly and should be removed. 1 I. 0,940. 

Publication— Unless a regulation or bye-law is duly pub¬ 
lished a contravention of such a regulation is not punishable. 
21 I. C. 17C. 

Conviction bars defence.— On his disobeying the order of 
a municipality to remove an objectionable chajja the applicant 
was convicted and fined Its. 5 under a section corresponding 
to S. 219 of the. Municipal Act. He challenged the correct¬ 
ness of that conviction up to the High Court but his objec¬ 
tion w'as thrown out. At the second trial he wished to chal¬ 
lenge the corroelness of the first conviction by showing that 
the municipal committee’s notice w^as illegal; 

Heldf he could not now challenge the correctness of the 
first conviction. 2o I. C. 3J3; 36 All. 430. 

Subsequent sanction or permission— Where a man is 
prosecuted for doing a thing without sanction, the subsequent 
sanction does not condone previous offence. 4 C. L. J. R. 411. 


• This section empowers cantonment authorit}^ to issue notices 
requiring removal of unsightly walls, etc. 
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Acquittal. —Wliere aji accused person is acquitted for an 
offence for not complying with a notice under S. 172, he 
cannot be re-prosecuted by issue of a fresh notice. 1924 
Mad. 1067; 48 Mad. 870. 

Acquittal and second prosecution on fresh notice.— 

Where although a person having been served with a notice to 
remove an encroachment under S. 159,* Madras Act XIV of 
1920 has been charged and acquitted in respect of the en¬ 
croachment he can yet be prosecuted and convicted in respect 
of same encroachment after issuing to him a second notice. 
1932 Mad. 535. See also 1932 Mad. 537. 

Where alleged encroachment had not been found to con¬ 
stitute obstruction in a previous case, when the accused was 
acquitted, and there was no evidence of any new obstruction 
in excess of the encroachment then effected the acquitatl 
was a bar to the subsequent proceedings. 63 P. 1.*. R. 1904 
See also 1925 Mad. 1067. 

Acquiescence in the disobedience of notice. —A petitioner 
was called upon to demolish a certain building. He disobey¬ 
ed the order and w^as convicted of difsobedience. Since the 
order directing the demolition of the building the muni¬ 
cipality had taken rates from the petitioner in respect of that 
very building : Held, that the acceptance of the rates did 
not amount to acquiescence in the disobedifmee of the peti¬ 
tioner to the order. 6 I. 0. 800. 

Competency of Judicial Courts to question the legrality 
but not the reasonableness of the notice. —Although judicial 
courts have no jurisdiction to interfere with orders issued by 
municipal authorities yet in cases where criminal f)r<Hjeed}ngs 
are taken out under S. 2l9 for disobedienc(^ of an (,rder under 
Chapter IX and a conviction obtained it isofjen to tiie Chief 
Court on revision side to review the proceedings, test the 
legality of the notice and decide whether the conviction is 
good. Cf. F R. 1 of 1906 Cr.; IG Mad. 230 and 9 Cal. 38. 

A notice was issued to a proprietor to construct a cess¬ 
pool for dirty water. The magistrate declined to go into (he 
question whether the order of the c )nimitiee was reason¬ 
able. There is no appeal against orders issued under S. 125 
as in matters dealt with under S, 125, the sanitary authority 
is constituted the sole arbitrators of such matters.' ^ 

It was held that, having regard to the general scheme 
of the Act and the policy of the law in these matters the 
magistrate was clearly right unless there was some statutory 
provision to the contrary. It would be obviously difficult and 


• (?/• S, 172 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 
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embarrussing and would eauae a vast amount of discussion if 
every order of this kind, not merely sanitary but other orders 
of a public nature, made by a public authority in the adminis¬ 
tration of the general comfort and health of the community, 
were to be canvassed and debated in a magistrate’s court in 
every small matter, before a tribunal which is not neces¬ 
sarily qualified to form an opinion, and certainly not so well 
qualilieil, as a municipal body w’hieh, if it does its work pro¬ 
perly, ought to act upon the advice of trained and experienced 
employees. 43 All. 644; 1921 All. 267. 

Jurisdiction of Civil Courts to restrain criminal proceed¬ 
ings. — Though the extreme position cannot be maintained that 
there is ateolntely no jurisdiction in the court to restrain 
proceedings before a magistrate, the court will not interfere 
unless in very special circumstances by way of injunction or 
declaration of rights where the legislature has pointed out 
a mode of procedure before* a magistrate. But it is not the 
practice of the court to interfere with corporate lx>dies un¬ 
less they arc manifestlv abusing their powers. 50 Cal. 813; 
1924 Cal. 334; 77 I. C. 529. also 55 Cal. 978 noted 

under S. 173. 

Daily fine. —An order inflicting a daily fine per day in 
future in case the ol'lence is continued is illegal. The section 
requii’es a separate prosecution for a distinct oiTence, a pro¬ 
secution in which a charge must be laid for specific contra¬ 
vention for a specific number of days and for which charge, 
if proved, the magistrate is to impose a daily fine not exceed¬ 
ing lis. 5 per day. 22 Horn. 7u6; 22 Bom. 841; 1925 All. 

251; 84 I. C. 439. 

The order as to payment of daily fine after the date of 
the conviction for failure tf> comply with the notice is bad. 
The wonis ^ continuing breach ” empower the magistrate to 
impose a daily fine from the date mentioned in the notice, 
issued by the committee to the date of compliance or to the 
date of conviction w'hichevcr may first occur. Fine cannot 
be imposed prospectively. The ])roper course is to institute 
furthei* prosecution and allow* the accused an t>pportunity of 
defending himself before the further fine is imposed. P. R. 
13 of 1903 Or. Cf. also 16 Mad. 230, 27 Cal. 565, 20 W. R. 
G4 0r.;2lW. R. 31 Or.; 25 W. R. 6 Or.; 24 All. 309; 
7 0. W. N. 853; 1927 All. 131; 48 I. C. 889. 

When convicting an olTender under S. 219 for failure 
to comply with a notice the magistrate cannot in the same 
oi*der direct the payment of a further fine of sti much per 
day from the date of order until the notice was complied 
wiui. 
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Recurring daily fine cannot be imposed in advance. ^ It 
can only be imposed by a second prosecution. 46 I. C. 150; 
40 AIL 560 and 1932 Nag. 116; 139 I. C. 496. 

The liability to a daily fine in the event of a continuing 
breach has been imposed by the legislature in order that a 
person contumaciously disobeying an order lawfully issued 
by a municipal board may not claim to have purged his 
offence once and for all by payment of the fine imposed upon 
him for neglect or refusal to comply with the said order. 
The liability will require to be enforced, as often as the 
municipal board may consider necessary, by institution of a 
second prosecution, in which the questions for consideration 
will be, how many days have elapsed from the date of the 
first conviction under the same section during which the 
offender is proved to have persisted in the offence, and, 
secondly, the appropriate amount of the daily fine to be 
imposed under the eixcumstanees of the ease subject to the 
prescribed maximum of Rs. 5 per diem. 46 I. C. 150. 

It is not competent to the court to impose such fine in 
advance whilst sentencing the offender in respect of the 
original breach. Order of daily fine in such a case would 
amount to an adjudication in respect of offence which had 
not been committed when the order was passed. 24 All. 
309. 

A court cannot sentence a person to pay a fine for a 
prospective offence but can only impose a daily fine for 
failure or disobedience wliieh is proved to have continued 
for a certain period after the date of the first conviction or 
after the date of such notice or requisition as may lie retpiir- 
ed by the enactment. The last words in S. 219 show that 
there should be a conviction for a previous breach and in a 
subsequent conviction for continuing the breach afterthis date 
of that first conviction, and thereff>re wnen there is no 
previous conviction, under S. 219 a magistrate cannot impose 
a continuing daily fine. Cf. 1926 Bom. 526; 98 I. C. 400. 

A conviction was followed by the words: Pailuje to 
comply with the order will from December 1st involve a 
continuing fine of Rs. 2 per diem: Held, that if this was to be 
treated as an order imposing such a fine it was illegal and if 
it was to be treated as a warnijig it was unnecessary and un¬ 
desirable to specify the amount which could only be decided 
when a second prosecution had been suecessfui. 3926 All 
204 ; 88 I. C. 367. 

The words ‘ every day * after the first must be interpret¬ 
ed as every day after the first to which the conviction re¬ 
lates. If a person has been committing a breach of a bye- 
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law since 8th July 1928, he can be properly fined Rs. 50 on 
2l8t November, 1928. It is a misreading of S. 219 to think 
he should be fined Rs. 5 only on 2l8t November, because he 
was on that date continuing the olTenee. Cf. 1929 Nag. 360 
(1) ; 122 I. C. 64. 

Continuii^ offence. —Before a continuing fine is imposed 
for a continuing offence it must be alleged and proved that 
the accused had continued to use the premises for a specific 
number of day.s after his conviction, and tliat he had no 
license, during these days. This charge must be Oie subject 
of a separate prosecution, and a separate inquiry. It is only 
on proof of the charge so lai<J that the magistrate is called 
upon hi exercise his discretion and to determine what would 
ixj the proper amount of fine per day which the accused be 
made to pay and to give a finding as to the number of days 
for which such fine is to be levied. 1929 Sindh 50 (2); 115 
f. C. 307 

There must first bt' a ©"inviction for the breach, and again 
a subsequent conviction for continuing the breach from the 
date of the first cttnviction, before an order can he passed 
intlicting a daily fine. 1929 Sindh 52; 115 I. C. 308. 

Allowing a building to remain undemolished after con¬ 
viction for erection without permission is not a continuing 
offence. 1930 Born. 340; 127 I. C. 181. 

Order of demolition. —A magistrate is competent to 
convict and sentence an accused for constructing a building 
overhanging a municipal street under S. 172 (2) but he is not 
authorized to pass an order for demolition of the building, 
nor can he pass a sentence of daily tine until such time as the 
building should be demolished. 

Where the Cliief Court set aside an order of directing 
the demolition and fine for prospective disobedience: 

Held, tliat the order of the Chief Court was no bar to a 
fresh proseeution in respect of proved initial disobedience 
and continuing breach of the notice. 30 1. C. 157. 

0;*der of composition. —In a proseeution under S, 2l9 
for failure to comply with a notice under Ss. 172 and l95 re¬ 
quiring to remove certain projections built without sanction, 
the magistrate ordered the accused to pay a penalty of 
Ite. 5 and ordered the projectien to remain: Held, that the 
order is without jurisdiction and could not be sustained. 
1923 Lah. 686; 77 1. C. 421. 

Jurisdiction of magistrates to allow building to stand.— In a > 

prosi^cution for failure to comply with a notice of demolition ; 
under S. 195 of the Act, the magistrate is not competent to \ 



direct that the building should stand, the remedy of persons 
, aggrieved by notice under S. 195 being to appeal to Commis- 
; sioner under S, 225. 1927 Lah. 58; 8 Lah. i03. 

Such an order of the magistrate would be ultra vires. 
1927 Lah. 69; 99 I. C. 80. 

Imprismunent.— A magistrate has jurisdiction to impose 
, a fine and also to pronounce a sentence of imprisonment in 
default of the fine. 18 Mad. 490. 

\ Court fee.— No court fee is leviable on complaints made 

I by municipal officers and the accused are not liable to 
I refund sums illegally levied from the complainant as court 
I fee. 16 Mad. 423. 

Amount of fine.— Where the offence is technical and the 
i committee was not prepared in taking action nominal fine 
j would do. 1925 All. 415; 88 I. C. 191. 

Sentence of warning.— Warning and discharging the 
accused on his removing the nuisance complained of is not 
a form of sentence or order that the magistrate has power 
to pass in the ease of an offence under S. 2l9; sub section (I) 
(a) of S. 562, Or. P. C., is confined to cases of offences under 
the Penal Code and does not apply t>> an offence punishable 
i under the Municipal Act. Accused should either be punished 
; or acquitted. 1928 Bom. 152; 52 Bom. 250. 

Proviso.— Notes under S. 2]4. It will be seen that 
: some of the sections (ix the time within which the notice is to 
j be complied with. Even in such cases the work required to 
be done should be such as could be carried out within the 
! time fixed. If the works could not be reasonably done within 
^ the time fixed in the section under which the notice is issued, 

; the notice will be void. 


Lnder S. 224 of Madras City Municipal Act a person 
was required to execute a work for alteration of the latrine. 
The section required a notice of 14 days. The committee, 
however, gave a notice of thirty days and on failure of the 
owner executed the w'ork and applied for recoveries of costs. 
The committee took four months to execute the work. The 
application was dismissed, and it was held that the work 
contemplated by the section should be such as could be 
re^onably done within 14 days. The notice was held to be 
void and disobedience of it was neither an offence nor a 
ground ot civil liability. 50 1. C. 247. 


I . cases where the section under which the notice is 

i I®®" j S. 214 the committee is 

( bound to fix a reasonable time and when prosecution is 
j launched for non-eomphanee, the magistrate will be justified in 
f di^issing toe prosecution if, in his opinion, the time fixed was 
2 ^ reasonable. 
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S 0 e Notes under various sections dealing with issue of 
notices, 

219>A. Every person convicted of an offence under this Compensa 
Act on account of any act or omission, shall, notwithstanding 
any punishment to which he may have been sentenced iw *. 
such offence, pay compensation the amount of which shall be 
determined by the magistrate before whom he was so e<mvicted, 
to the committee for any damage that may have occurred to any 
property of the committee, in consequence of such act vt 
omission. 

Notes. 

This is a new section introduced by S. 59 of the Amend¬ 
ment Act, II of 1923. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 528, Bengal Municipal Act, ' Act, HI of 1921. 

1932. ■ S. 395, Madras District Munici- 

S. 202, Bombay Municipal ; pal Act, V of 1920. 

Boroughs Act, 1925, j S. 349, Madras Ijocal Boards Act, 

S. 1G3, Bombay District Munici- I XT of 1930. 

pal Act, III of 1901. S. 217, Rangoon City Municipal 

S. 502, Bombay City Municipal Act. 1922. 

Act, 111 of 1S8S, S. 31(), r, P. MuniciiJalities Act, 

S. 521, Calcutta City Municipal , 191(). 

Damage to property.— There are acts and omissions 
under some provisions of the Act which are likely to cause 
damage to muniripal property; cf. the provisions of Ss. 129, 

130,135, 156,173,177 to 179. When an offender is punished 
under any of these sections or under any other section in 
which by the act or omission of the offender some property 
of the committee is damaged, he shall also be liable to pay 
compensation the amount of which will be determined by the 
magistrate. 

220. Whenever the terms of any notice have not been Power < 
complied with, the committee may, after six hours' notice by 
its officers, cause the act to be done. compliance. 

Notes. 

S. 147 (3) of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— f 

R. 180, Bengal District Municipal S. 307, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

Act, III of 1884. II of 1916. 

Ss. 514 & 519, Bengal Municipal S. 164, Central Provinces Act, 

Act, XV of 1932. II of 1922. 

S. l54 (6), Bombay Act, III of S, 356, Behar and Orissa Act, 

1901. XVII of 1922. 

S. 261, Madras Act, IV of 1884. S. 256, Cantonment Act, II of 

' 1924. 
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Executive Officers Act. —The power conferred upon the com¬ 
mittees under this section shall not be exercised by committees 
but may be exercised by the executive officers in municipalities 
to which the Executive Officers Act has been extended. 

Ddleffatkm. —Powers under the section can be delegated 
under S. 33. 

bjonction. — In certain eases the orders of the committee 
are appealable. In case no appeal lies the remedy of the 
person threatened under the section is to sue for permanent 
injunction. The civil courts will have power of interference 
only in cases where the action of the committee is shown 
to be ultra vires or arbitrary. Cf. P. R. 24 of 1890 Or, ; 
P. R. 90 of 1898; P. R. 52 of 1900; 12 Bom. 490 and Notes 
under different heads dealing with powers of municipalities. 

Powers under S. 220.— It is not necessary for the commit¬ 
tee that it should itself carry out, under S. 220, the require¬ 
ments of notices issued under various sections of the Act call¬ 
ing upon owners to effect certain improvements; 48 I. O. Itil. 
Where, however, the matter is urgent and the health of the 
neighbourhood will suffer by delay, the committee will be well 
advised to take action under S. 220. The following remarks of 
Walsh, J., in 43 All. 644 in connection with this matter should 
be borne in mind by committees : —“ 1 would merely point 
out to this municipality and municipalities in general that 
although these proceedings to impose fines are no <loubt 
necessary in some cases and it may be even desirable some¬ 
times to pursue an objecting owner in further proceedings 
for fines in respect of continuing breaches. The Act really 
provides a far more efficient alternative. In addition to 
proceedings against the owner and having fined him for 
original disobedience to the notice, the sanitary authority is 
also given the power to do the work itself or cause the work 
to be done and to charge the expense upon the owner. Jf 
it is a matter of health refjuiring notice upon the owner of 
criminal proceedings for breach, it must be a matter suffi¬ 
ciently urgent to call upon the local authority to remedy 
the evil in the interests of the health of the community with 
as little delay as possible. The erection in this case was 
clearly needed, but was an erection, so far as time and money 
were concerned, of no difficulty. The owner was required to 
do it in fifteen days. That probably means that either he or 
the municipality could have done it in two or tliree days. 
In such circumstances, instead of wrangling in a magis¬ 
trate’s court and going up in revision and coming to the 
I^h Court, it is clearly in the public interest that a muni¬ 
cipality, if it has issued a reasonable notice and 1ms the 
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courage of its opinion, should do the work in ^e interest S 
of the community (in this case the visitors to the Jain templ^ 
and charge and recover from the owner the few rupees' 
which it would cost. Presumably the matter is somewhat 
small, but the important point is that we are in the month ^ 
of May, 192l, when nothing has been done in a matter which ‘ 
the municipality thought ought to be done in June 1920.** 

3 

Prosecution for non-compliance. - There can be no prose- ; 
eution for non-compliance with notice under this section. It | 
would be inadvisable to resort to this provision if the commit- ^ 
tee finds its officers unable to carry out the threat conveyed 
by notice under this section. 

As long as the terms of the notice referred in the section | 
remained uncomplied the person served remains liable for • 
prosecution. If the work is carried out by the committee 
after notice under this section the default on the part of the 
person concerned vanishes but till the work is carried out 
the default remains entire or partial and the liability of the 
person to be prosecuted still continues in operation. Cf. 1924 
Cal. 334; 50 Cal. 813. 

Extent of action to be carried out. — Notice served upon a 
person on behalf of a municipal committee to alter an en¬ 
croachment t'.c., i/iara on the drain, within a week so as to bring 
it in c uiformity with tlie sanction, failing which he would be 
dealt with according to law, is a notice under S. 172. All 
that the committee could do on tlie failure of the party to 
comply with the notice under S. 22(1 is to have the necessary 
alterations made through its owm agency. The right to 
alter does not necessarily carry with it the right to 
demolish. If the immovable encroachment can be altered 
without demolition so as to conform with the sanction, there 
is no jurisdiction for the wholesale demolition. 

In this case thara had been demolished and the court 
permitted the owner to re-erect the ihara in accordance with 
the sanction of the committee. 1929 Lah. 566; 116 I. C. 908. 

Service of notice.— Service of notice on one co-owner is 
sufficient when the provision makes it so. 44 1. C. 413. 

Recovery of costs, -Where plaintiffs were found not to 
have complied with the notices sent by the municipal board to 
pave the yard with bricks so as to make it sanitary and there¬ 
after the municipal board itself paved it with brick and sent 
a bill of costs to the plaintiff: Held, that the action of the 
municipality was perfectly legal within its powers and that no 
suit lies against it for tliis action, 3923 All. 371; 75 I C. 607, 
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I>Bnalty{or 221. Any person wflftdly obstracting the committee^ or 

<9tniction. office or servant of the eommittee, or any person authorii- 

ed by the committee, in the exercise of the powers conferred by 
thia Act, shall be punishable with 6ne which may extend to hund¬ 
red nm>ees. 

Notes. 

This section is new and was amended by S. 60 of the 
Punjab Amendment Act, II of 1923. The fine was increased to 
Rs, 100 from Rs. 50. 

Analogous Law : — i 

• S. 180. Bpnffal District Munici- ' S. 364, Madras City Municipal 

pal Act, 1884. ; Act, 1919. 

S. 502. Bengal Municipal Act, S. 359, Madra.<? District Munici- 
XV of 1932. pal Act, V of 1920. 

S. 356, Behar and Orissa Muni- i S. 295, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
cipal Act, 1922. | 1916. 

S. 154 (6), Bombay District 

Municipal Act, ni of 1901. | English Law.— 

S. 249, Cantt. Act. II of 1924. ] S. 306, Public Health Act, 1875. 

In the exercise of powers conferred by the Act. — Before 
an offence under this section like the offence under S. 186, 
I. P. C., can be said to be established it is requisite to prove 
that the municipal servant obstructed was obstructed when 
exercising: powers conferred under the Act. That is a 
matter of fact and not a matter of municipal servant’s 
intention. His intention may have been quite honest, 
i but if in fact and in law the functions he was exercis- 
' ing in the discharge of which he was obstructed were not 
■ functions conferred under this Act no offence can be said to 
; have been committed under this section. 

Under S. 173 of this Act the secretary has powers 
to remove movable encroachments from streets but no such 
power is conferred in eases w'here the site under the encroach¬ 
ments is claimed as private property and prosecution under 
S. 173 against the shopkeeper for the said encroach¬ 
ment has before failed, for the section does not entitle the 
committee or the secretary wrhere bona fide dispute exists to 
decide that dispute for themselves, Cf. 19 I. C. 507. 

When the municipal servant is carrying out an order of 
the committee vrhieh is vague and indefinite, the owner 
cannot be convicted if he, honestly believing that the servant 
w^as exceeding the instructions, resisted the carrying out of 
the order. 22 I. C. 767; 5 P. L. R. 1914. 

Before a man can be made liable under this section it 
must be shown that the municipal officer or servant was obs¬ 
tructed when doing something authorized under the Act 
Under a corresponding provision of the U. P. Act, II of 1916, 
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a man was held not guilty when obstructing a contractor 
whose contract was given in contravention of me Act, C/. 
1929 All. 16; 116 I. C. 798. 

Obstruction. —Resistance implies something more than dis¬ 
obedience and a mere intention to disobey will not suffice. 

It connotes some overt act and mere words when 
there is no intention of carrying them into effect, will not be 
sufficient to prove an intention to resist, but the con¬ 
duct of the mob in their refusal to disperse at the command 
of the police clearly constitutes overt ac.t and establishes a 
common object to resist the orders within the meaning of 
clause (2) of S. 341, I. P. C. 1923 Pat. 1; 08 I. C. 945. 

Wilful obstruction.— Wilful obstruction need not amount 
to actual physical violence: Borrow v. Howland, (1896) 60 J. P. 
391; 74 L. T. 787. In Baker v. Ellison, (1911) 2 K. B. 762, a 
passenger on the top of an omnibus who refused to go inside 
at the conductor’s request on reaching a hill which it was 
dangerous to descend with passengers on the top, and there¬ 
by caused the omnibus to be delayed, was held properly con¬ 
victed of " obstructing ” the conductor. Jn Swallow v. London 
C. C., (1916) 80 J, P. 164, it was held that a refusal on the 
part of tlie person in charge of a vehicle containing coal to 
put the coal on the weighing machine or to assist a weights 
and measures officer in the weighing did not amount to obs¬ 
tructing ” the weigfiing under S. 27 (2) of the Weights and 
Measures Act, 1889. 

A notice having been served by a council upon the owner 
of premises requiring him to abate a nuisance thereon, certain 
members of the council went to the premises, and, without 
the owner’s permission, some of them entered the premises 
to make an inspection, the rest remaining outside. The 
owner thereupon locked the door, thus preventing the mem¬ 
bers who were outside from entering, and those who were 
inside from getting out. Upon an information charging him 
with having wilfully obstructed the members in the execu¬ 
tion of this Act, it was held that the members had no power 
under S. 102,* Public Health Act, 1875 to enter premises except 
by permission of the owner, or by order of a magistrate, and 
therefore they were not lawfully there, and the owner w’as 
not guilty of obstructing them in the performance of their 
duty. Consett U. D. C. V. Crawford, (1903) 2 K. B. 183; 67 
J. P. 309. 

A refusal to pay a municipal charge is not an offence. 
An advice to a person not to pay a municipal charge to muni- 


* C/> S. 203 of the Punjab Act, 
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6ipa1 peon does not amount to obstruction of a municipal 
servant in the performance of the duties. 6i 1. C. 130. 

Right of private defence.— Municipal inspector is a public 
servant—- there is no right of private defence when he is 
acting under color of his office even if the act was not justifi¬ 
able by law. 13 Mad. J31; 1 Weir 34.'). 

Where a tenant who is liable to pay rent to a c.ontractor 
of the cantonment committee who has been duly authorised 
to collect rent from him, refuses to pay rent either to him or 
to his servant, the mere refusal to pay rent does not amount 
to an obstruction within the purview of S. 249, Act J] of 1924. 
Therefore a complaint founded on S. 249 is, to say the least of 
it, clearly misconceived and an action for malicious prosecution 
lies against the complainant. 1932 All. 386; 138 I. C. 282. 

overy of 222. (1) Where, under thi» Act, the owner or occupier 

itioD. property is required by the committee to execute any work 

and default has been made in complying with the requirement 
and the committee has executed the work, the committee may 
recover the cost of the work from the person in default. 

j[2) As between themselves and the committee both owner 
and occupier shall be deemed to be in default for the purposes of 
this section, but that one of them shall be deemed to be pri> 
ndMurily in default upon whom as between landlord and tenant, 
the duty of doing the required act would properly fall either in 
pursuance of the contract of tenancy or by law. 

(3) When the person primarily in default is the owner 
and the committee has recovered the whole or any part of the 
cost from the occupier, or he has pmd the same upon its 
demsmd, he may deduct the sum so recovered or paid from 
the rent from time to time becoming due from him to the 
owner, or otherwise recover it from such owner: 

Provided that no occupier shall be required to pay under 
subsection (3) any sum greater than the amount for the time 
being due from him to the owner, either in respect of rent due 
at the date of such demand as aforesaid o: thereafter accruing 
unless he has refused on application to him by the committee 
truly to disclose the amount of his rent and the name and 
address of the person to whom it Is payable; but the burden of 
proof that the sum so demanded by the commitee from the 
occupier exceeds the rent due at the time of the demand or 
which has rince accrued due, shall lie on the occupier. * 

(4) All money recoverable by a committee under »*!■§ 
section may be recovered either by suit or on application to a 
magistrate ^ving jurisdiction within the municipality by dis- 
trew and sale of the movable property of the petHoh from 
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«Aoni the noney ic reeov<»’«ble, and if payable by the <mn«r 
of the property shafl, until it is paid, be a charge on the 
property. 

(5) Nothing in this section shall affect any contract 
between an owner and an occiqiier. 

(6) Where under Section 113 or Section 114, the com¬ 
mittee has executed any wotk, the cost thereof may be recovered 
from the owner or occupier in connection with work done under 
Section 113 and from the owner in connection with work done 
under Section 114, in the manner herein provided for the re¬ 
covery of the costs of work from a defaulting owner or occupier 
and subject to the provision herein contained. 

Notes. 

S. 148 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law: — 1 

Ss. 180 & 181, Bengal District ! Ss. 285, 510 & 518, Calcutta City 
Municipal Act, 1881. Municipal Act, III of 1923. 

S. 522, Bengal Municipal Act, XV , 105, Central Provinces Muni- 

of 1932. cipal Act, II of 1922 

199 & 367-8, Behar and B. 381, Madra,s City Municipal 
Ori.ssa Municipal .^ct, 1922 Act, 1919. 

B. 194, B'mbay Municipal ’ 340, Madi'a.s District Munici- 

Boroughs Act, 1925. pal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 156 (2) & 157, Bombay Di.s- . S. 186, Rangoon City Municipal 
trict Municipal Act, 111 of : Act, 1922. 

1901. Ss. 308. 309. 311 & 312, U. P. 

Ss. 490*1, lloinbay t'^ity Muni- ' Municipalities Act, 1916. 

cipal Act, III of 1888. j English Law :— 

S. 145, Burma Municipal Act, j Ss. 104 & 257, Public Health 
III of 1898 ; Act, 1875. 

Recovery of costs.— See 11 Mad. 341 and 16 W. R. 285 
Cr. noted on p. 465. 

Clause (4).— See Notes under Ss. 80 and 81. 

Clause (6) —This has been added bv the Amendment Act, 
n of 1923. 

Owners and occupiers. —.S'cc Notes under S. 3 (10) and 

3 ( 11 ). 

Clause (2), Contract of tenancy.— The contracts of 
tenancy are ^^encrally very simple and one seldom finds any 
provision detormining the respective liabilities of the parties 
as regards municipal requirements. Where, however. the 
lease is a formal document containing such provision®, tb®n 
the primary liability will be determined by the terms of the 
lease. The section corresponds to S. 104 of the Public Health 
Act, 1875, and in England frequent disputes have arisen 
between landlords and their tenant? as to their respective 
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liability for saeb expenses. Tl»e decisions are, however, not 
uniform and the following: extracts from Lumley’s standard 
work on “ Public Health,” 10th Ed., pp. 204-14 are quoted 
for guidance: - 

“ Owners of premises ha\ e, not unnaturally, tried to so 
frame covenants in leases granted by them as to cast upon 
the lessees the burden of whatever expenses have to be met 
in respect of the demised premises. In so far as such ex¬ 
penses represent permanent improvements of which they will 
not get the full benefit, tenants have, quite naturally, sought 
to escape payment. The result has been that a large 
number of eases turning upon the construction of covenants 
as to rates, etc., have come before the courts. Tlie principle 
of law underlying the eases is the same whether the expenses 
are those of the nature referred to in S. 104, Public Health 
Act, 1S75, or are expenses in connection with paving, etc,, 
and the decision on both poinfs are therefore collected in 
this note. 


“ Prior to the decision of the Court of Appeal in Foulger 
V. Arding, (1902) I K. B, 700, the authorities on the subject 
were in an unsatisfactory condition, and even now, although 
many cases decided since I-oulger v. Arding have further 
cleared the air, it cannot be said that the law is clear It wdll, 
however, probably be found thal the authorities warrant the 
following propositions: (1) f'rima fade a covenant which 
merely ^ throws ‘ rates, taxes and assessnumts * upon a 
tenant, imposes upon him a liability to pay only assessment 
of a temporary or recurring nature; (2) a covenant contain¬ 
ing such words as ‘ duties,’ ‘ outgoings,’ ‘ impositions,’ 
or ‘ charges’ may impose ufwn a tenant a liability to pay 
for permanent improvements of the demised premises. 


“ A lease in which a tenant mertdy covenants to pay his 
‘ rent without deduction’ canmd bo construed as a contract 
between landlord and tenant which will oust the statutory 
right of the tenant to deduct the payments referred to in the 
■section. See Home and Colonial Stores v. Tod. (1891) (i» fj, T. 
829, decided under the similarly worded section {.S. 96) of 
the Metropolis Management Act, 186.. 

**Cf, Sweet V. Seager (1857) 21 J. P. 406, Tidswell V IVhil. 

^ Thompson v. Lapworlh (186S) 
32 J. I . 184, Crosse v. Raw (1874) L Q. 9 Ex. 209, Budd and 

(1882), 9 Q. B. IX 6o2 and other cases. 


Au X above eases came up for consideration by 

the Court of Appeal in Foulger v. Arding, (1902) I K. B. 700 
Where the facts were as follows;—The defendant was ^ 



hi 

tenant to the plaintiff of a dwelling-house under a lease for 
sixteen years from 1891. The lease contained a covenant 
that the tenant would ‘ pay and discharge all taxes, rates 
including sewers, main drainage assessments and impositions 
whatsoever which now are or which at any time or times 
hereafter during the continuance of the said term hereby 
granted be taxed, rated, assessed, charged or imposed upon 
or in respect of the said premises by authority of Parliament 
or otherwise howsoever (landlord’s property tax and tithe 
only excepted).’ It contained no covenant to repair by 
either landlord or tenant. The sanitary authority required 
the lessor to abate a nuisance caused by a foul and offensive 
privy on tlie premises, and to remove the privy and construct 
a water-closet. The lessor did the work, and it was held that 
he was entitled to recover tlie expense incurred by him in so 
doing, such expense being covered by the wrords ‘ impositions 
charged or imposed upon or in respect of the said premises on 
the landlord, tenant or occupier of the same.’ Collins, M. R., 
in giving judgment, said: ‘ The decisions on this subject re¬ 
move one or two difficulties which might arise, if the construc¬ 
tion of such a covenant as this w’ere being considered for the 
first time. It is clear on the authorities that, where there is 
a defect inherent in the stnacture of the premises at the time 
of the denaise, and whicii is the subject-matter of an obligation 
imposed by the statute on the landlord, the burden of the obli¬ 
gation may nevertheless, by a covenant of this kind, be thrown 
upon the tenant. Jt is also clear fnam the authorities that a 
covenant of this kind may, if it contains appropriate W'ords, 
be construed as being directed, ntat only to recurring charges 
such as rates and taxes, but also to charges in the nature 
of capital expenditure incurred once for all, such as charges 
in res})ect of structural w'ork. If the matter were unen¬ 
cumbered by authority, and could be looked at with clear 
eyes, reganiless of the labyrinth of cases on the subject, 
I think that no one could doubt that an obligation, such as 
that in the present case, imposed tipon a landlord in respect 
of a structural defect, w'hich he was bound by statute to 
remedy, or to pay the cost of remedying, might properly be 
described as an imposition charged or imposed upon the 
landlord in respect of the premises. It seems to me that, 
if the matter were clear of authority, the obligation, imposed 
on the plaintiff in this ease would come within the plain 
meaning of the w'ords of the covenant. The only possible 
answer appears to me to be that which was indicated by an 
observation of my brother Romer during the argument. It 
may be asked, if so wide a sense is to be given to the word 
“ imposition,” w'here is the line to be drawn! If it is to be 
Aonstrudd as eapabla of covering this case, must it noi be 
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equally capable of covering such a case as one in which 
demised premises were built beyond the building line of a 
street, and there was a consequent obligation on the land¬ 
lord to pull down part of the premises and rebuild in con- 
foraaity with the building line. It is said that it could not 
possibly be contended that such an obligation was within 
the meaning of the term “ imposition as used in a covenant 
of this kind. This argument may, as it seems to me, met 
by pointing out that underlying the whole matter is the 
consideration that we are dealing with a contract of demise 
between landlord and tenant, and the covenant must be 
assumed to relate only to matters which may reasonably be 
supposed to have been eonteniplated by the parties as being 
within the purv'iew of such a contract; and such an 
extreme case as that of an obligation to pull down and 
rebuild the premises is so far outside of anything that can 
possibly be conceived of as being within the contemplation 
of the parties that it is necessarily excluded from the mean¬ 
ing of words which might otherwise have been wide enough 
to include it.’ His lordship later on said; ‘I think that, 
apart from authority, it would be impossible to say that the 
w’ord “ imposition” is not large enough to ci.)ver tlie (obliga¬ 
tion in the present case;’ and he proceeded to show’ that 
there was nothing in the authorities to debar the court 
from’ giving its natural moaning to that w’ord, and then 
said: ‘ It seems to me also that an obligation of this kind 
is one of the very things that the parties would probably 
contemplate in entering into this covenant, as being a 
matter which might ordinarily arise as an incident of tlie 
relation between landlord and tenant. It is not an imposition 
of a class w’hich is so far outside that relation that it could 
not have been contemplated by the parties.’ 

“ According to the last mentioned decision, the course to 
' be pursued, w’hen construing covenants in leases, w’ould 
appear to be to first determine whether the words of the 
covenant are prima facie wide enough to cover the obliga- 
tion in question, and, if they are, to' ascertain whether the 
obligation is one of a class w hich would reasonably be with¬ 
in th^e contemplation of the parties. The ground of the 
decision in Foulger v. Ardiny, supra, has since been frequentlv 
applied.” See Shephard v. Barber, (lf)03), 67 J. P. 23o. 

A lessee of a house for seven years covenanted to pay 
during the term the sew’ers rate and all other taxes, rates, 
charges, and assessments whatsoever, parliamentary, par’ 
ochial, or otherwise, which then were or thereafter should 
be imposed, charged, or assessed, upon or in respect of the 
premises, or payable by either the owner or occuiner in 
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respect of the same, ihe landlord's property tax only except¬ 
ed/’ In compliance with a notice from the local authority 
the lessee repaired a defective drain which was causing a 
nuisance, and sought to recover from the lessor the cost, of 
so doing. It was held by the Court of Appeal that the case 
was not distinguishable from Foulger v, Arding, supra, and 
that the lessee could not recover. George v. Coates, (1903) 

88 L. T. 48. 

The subject matter of a tenancy was a cottage and yard - 
adjoining a wharf, and the rent was /‘20. The lease contain¬ 
ed a covenant to pay all rates, taxes, assessments and out¬ 
goings of every description, payable in respect of the 
premises during the tenancy,” and the tenants covenanted 
to keep the demised premises in tenantabJe repair during 
the tenancy. The tenants had held the premises for over 
ten years: Parwell, J., held that a supply of water to a 
water-closet required by the sanitary authority under the 
Public Health (London) Act, 1891, was, and that the paving 
and draining of a yard and repairs to drains required by such 
authority under the said Act were not, within the reasonable 
contemplation of the parties to the demise. Valpy v. St. 
Leonard's Wharf Co., Ltd., (1903) IL. G.R. 305; 67 J. P. 

402. 

For discussion of the subject and for numerous other 
authorities on the point consult pp. 204-14 of Lumley's 
“ Public Health,” 10th Edition. 

Liability under law.— In the absence of any covenant in 
the lease governing the respective liabilities of the landlord 
and occupiers, it would appear that landlord will be pri¬ 
marily liable for all structural alterations of the premises 
demised. Tenant will be primarily liable for abatement of 
nuisances arising from objectionable use of the premises by 
him. 

Recovery by suit or application. —An unsatisfied judg¬ 
ment or process for expenses will be no bar to an action 
against the occupier. Cf. Bermondsey {Vestry of) v. Ramsey, 

(1871) L. R. 6 C. P. 217. 

223. (1) When any person, by reason of his receiving 

or being entitled to receive the rent of immovable proper^ agents 
as agent or trustee, of a person or society would, under this tra&tsc 
Act, be bound to discharge any obligation imposed by this 
Act on the owmer of the property for the discharge of 
which money is required, he shall not be bound to dis¬ 
charge the obligation unless he has, or but for bis own 
improper act or default might have had, in his hand ftinds 
belonging to tba owner suflSiei«it fmr the purpose* 
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(2) The burden of proving the fact entitling an agent 
or trustee to relief under this section shall lie on him. 

(3) When any agent or trustee has claimed and 
established his right to relief under this section, die com> 
mittee may give him notice to apply to the discharge of 
sudh obligation as aforesaid the first moneys which shall 
come to his hands on behalf or for the use of the owner, 
and should he fail to comply with such notice, he shall be 
deemed to be personally liable to discharge such obligation. 

Notes. 

S. 205 of the old Act. 

This section has been amended by Amendment Act, II of 
1923. The words “ or being entitled to receive ” have been 
added after the word receiving ” and the words “of a 
person or society ’' have been substitn ted for words between 
the words ** trustee ” and “ would under and the word 
“ and ” between “ property ” and “ for ” has );een omitted. 

See the definition of “owner” in S. 3 (11). The 
provision is for the protection of agents and trustees who 
are considered owners under that definition. 

Executive Officers Act.— The power conferred upon the 
committees under sub-section 3 of this section shall not be 
exercised by committees but may be exercised by the executive 
officers in municipalities to which the Executive Officers Act 
has been extended. 

S 529, Bengal Municipal Act, cipal Act, II of 1922. 

XV of 1932. S. Madras Vitv Municii>al 

Ss. 492,499,500, Bombay City Act, 1919. 

Municiial Act, TII of 18S8. S. 34], Madras Di.stricl Munici- 
S. 519, Calcutta City Municipal pal Act, V of j920. 

Act, ITT of 1923, Ss. 183, 184, Rangoon City Muni- 

S. 258, Cantonment Act, II of cipal Act. 1922. 

1924. S. 313, C. F. Municiimlities Act, 

S. 166, Central Provinces Muni- 1916. 

Payment of compensation by the committee. 

dent of 224. ^ ^ 1) The committee may make compensation out of 
n s a- the municipal fund to any person sustaining any damage 

reason of the exercise of any of the powers vested in the commit¬ 
tee, its officers and servants under this Act, and shall make such 
compensation where the damage was caused by the n^ligence 
of the committee, its officers or servants and the person «M«tjiin twg 
the damage was not himself in default in the matter in respect of 
wbicb the poww was asercised. 
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(2) l^oaUl any cKspnle, (for tihe ceUdenent of which 
BO eiqi»reas provuion is made by any other section), arise touching 
the amoont of »ny compensation which the committee is by this 
Act required to pay (or empowered to receive) for injury to or 
in respect of any building or land, it shall be settled in s^ph 
manner as the parties may agree, or, in default of aigremnent, in 
the manner provided by the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, with 
reference to the acquisition of and payment of compensation for 
land for public purposes so far as it can be made applicable. 

Notes. 

S. 149 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law. - S 520, Calcutta City Municipal 

Ss. 185 & 362, llengal District Act, III of 1923. 

Municiixtl Act. 1884. S 260. Cantonment Act, II of 1924. 

S. 379, Behar and Ori.'<.sa Munici- j S.'* 64 & 65, Central Provinces 
|>al Act, 1922. ' Munici^ial Act, II of 1922. 

Ss. 198 & 204 (31, RiHiibay ! S. 341, .Madras Di.strict Municipal 

Municipal Borough.s Act, 1925. Act, V of 1920. 

S. I6O, Bomliay District .Municipal Ss. 189 & 192, Rangoon City Mu- 
Act, III of 1901 nicipal Act, 1922. 

S. 501, Bombay Citv Municipal Ss. 123, 224(21, & ,323 U. P. Muni- 
Act. IIT of 1888. * cipalitles Act, 1916. 

S. 146, Burma Municif)a1 Act, III English Lami — 

of 1898. S 308, Public Health Act, 1875. 

Recent changes. — S. 84, Punjab Amendment Act, III of 
lf)33 has substituted sub-section 2 for the old sub-seetion. 
Hy this substitution the words in brackets have been added. 

Express provision —there appears to be none. 

Receipt of compensation by committee. - Vide S.174. 

The section had been amended by Act, II of 1923, by the 
addition of words “or in respect of ” before “ any building 
or land " in sub-section (2). The select committee’s 
explanation for the amendment was that it will make S. 
224 (2) cover compensation payable under S. 133 which it 
does not now do. 

Compensation under specific sections. —Sections 120 (1), 
131, 132, 133,145 (c), 172 (2), 174, 175 & 196 specifically 
provide fi>r payment of compensation in certain eases where 
the exercise of powers under the Act results in damages. 

Application of the section to acts not under mimicipal 
Act. —In a suit by a lessee of municipal land against a con¬ 
tractor for damages for use of land for stacking materials 
for repairs of roads it was held that S. 2i4 was inappli¬ 
cable. The suit did not relate to an act done by the com¬ 
mittee or any member or officer of the committee. Nor is 
it an act for which compensation is payable under the Act, 43 
All, 614 
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Daiaavet ducretionary and obligatory.— This section pro- 
’Siides generally for other eases where in the exercise of the 
powers granted by the Act damage has been caused to any 
person, the damage may have been a necessary or natural 
consequence of the exercise of those powers or it may have 
been accidental. It may be such as would entitle him to 
bring a suit after notice under S. 4d. The first part of the 
section gives the committees a discretion and enable them 
to settle matters amicably and pay compensation. Where, 
however, the damage is due to the negligence of the com¬ 
mittee or its employees the committee is bound to pay the 
damage. It is not the intention of the legislature that the 
section should apply to every ease of damage even where 
there is no improper exercise or breach of statutory powers. 
In 17 Cal. 329 the court awarded damages for refusal to 
grant license for a market. The court found that the 
refusal was justified and that the committee acted legally 
and in proper exercise of its powers, and also found that the 
plaintiffs had suffered loss in consequence of the refusal 
of the license and found that the refusal was an act done in 
the exercise of powers conferred by the Act within a section 
corresponding to S. 224 of the Punjab Act. The High Court 
set aside the order as to damages and observed; “ We must 

be satistied that it was the duty of the municipality under the 
provisions of the Act to issue the licence which they refused; 
for breach of such a duty they might be perhaps liable to 
damages.’' 

No liability for oon-exercise of powers. —The section only 
enables payment of compensation when damage has resulted 
from the exercise of powers but no liability will attach if the 
committee refuse or fail to exercise powers given to them by 
legislature. 

Discretimiary md legislative powers.—A municipal corpo¬ 
ration is not impliedly liable to an action for damages either 
for the non-exercise of, or for the manner in which in good 
faith it exercises, discretionary powers of a public or legis¬ 
lative character. Thus, where such a corporation has under 
its charter a discretion as to the time and manner or plan 
of making public or corporate improvements, as, for example, 
grading streets, constructing servers, drains, vaults, etc., 
building market-houses, improving its harbour, and the like, 
neither mandamus nor a private action will lie against the 
corporation for omitting or neglecting to act; and the reason 
is that such powers are conferred to be exercised or not, 
as the public interest is deemed to require, and there is 
no implied liability for deciding either that the public 
interest does not require action, or that it requires action 
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in a particular way. There may be, however, as elsewhere 
shown, an implied liability for the negligent or unskilful 
manner in which strictly corporate or municipal powers, as 
distinguished from public powers, are carried into executioh, 
although there was no perfect or absolute duty resting on 
the corporation to enter upon the works or undertakings in- ♦ 
volving the exercise of such powders. But the liability in such 
cases attaches only when the duties cease to be judicial in 
their nature, and become ministerial. This is the principle; 
its application, as will be hereafter seen, is oftentimes 
extremely difficult. Dillon, p. 2838. 

Damage. —The word “ damage ” is defined by Wharton 
to be “ a loss or injury by the fault of another, e. g., by an 
unlawful act, or omission ; any hurt or hinderance that a 
I^rson receives in his estate; also the compensation to be 
fixed by the jury when they (ind a verdict for the plaintiff.” 

By S. 6 of Railway Consolidation Act, 1845, it is pro¬ 
vided that tlie company shall make full compensation for all 
damages sustained by reason of the exercise, in regard to 
matters specified, of the powers vested in the company. In 
Rickct V. Metropolitan Ry,Co., (1867) L. R. 2 H. L. 175 it was 
held “ that no ease comes within the statute unless when some 
damage has been occasioned, in respect of which but for the 
statute, the complaining party might have maintained an 
action. Any other construction would open the door to 
claims of so wide and indefinite a character as could not have 
been in contemplation of the legislature.” Similarly the 
present section would apply to cases where in conse<iuenec of 
the statutory powers not having been properly exercised or 
having been exceeded, an action would lie, and also to cases 
where damage has been occasioned by the proper- exercise of 
statutory powers, for which an action would lie save for their 
existence. (Madan Gopal.) 

What sort of damage included. —The language of the text 
is perfectly general, and appears to include almost every kind 
of loss caused by the action of the authority, though it only 
applies to sirch damage as the Act is recjuired to excuse or 
justify. See Broadbent V, imperial Gas Co., (1857) 26 L. J. 
Ch. 276; 3 Jur. (N. S.) 221; Southampton and Jtchin 

Floating Bridge Co. V. Southampton L. B. (1858) 8 Kl. and Bl. 
801,27 L. J. Q. B, 128. Acts which give parties injured 
a right of compensation must be taken to mean that while 
they take away from the owmers of property the right to 
bring actions, they provide that parties injured by the exer¬ 
cise of those powers shall not be damnified by being de¬ 
prived of their right of action; and, eorrelatively, that such 
persons shall have no right of compensation unless the 
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injury whicsh they have sustained by the exercise of the 
powers is such as would, but for the provisions of the Acts, 
have been actionable ; per Coekburn, C. J., in New River Co. 
V. Johnson, (I860), 29 L. J. M. C. 93; :^4 J. P. 244. And 
it was held by the House of Lords that unless an injury 
occasioned by the act of a public company would have been 
the subject of a claim for damages before the company 
obtained statutory power to do that which occasioned^ the 
injury, it could not, unless it were expressly so provided, 
be a subject for compensation wdien occasioned by something 
done in the exercise of those powers, Ricket v. Metropolitan 
Rail Co., (1867) L. R. 2 H. L. 175: 3l d. P. 484. 

This principle w’as further illustrated in Hall v. Bristol 
{Mayor of) (1867) L. R. 2 C, P. 322; 31 J. P. 376, an action 
on an awai'd of compensation for damages caused by the 
making of a sewer. Blackburn, J., left it to the jury to 
say whether the making of the sewer caused the plaintiff’s 
land to give way independently of the weight put upon it 
during the last twenty years, and told them that if they 
thought the damage would not have been caused unless the 
extra weight had been put upon it, they ought to find for 
the defendants. It was held that the direction w’as right, 
for compensation could not be claimed for any damage 
which would not have been actionable if the local board 
had not been acting under statutory authtwity; and see 
Rhodes v, Airedale Drainage Commissioners (1876), 1 

C. P. D. 402. Again, in Ccssford v. Dover Harbour Board, 
(1898) Times, April 2nd, Wills, J , said that it was settled 
law that to bring a case vvilhin the doctrine of compensation 
as distinguished from action, three things must concur : 

(1) the act must be a lawful exercise of statutory powers; 

(2) the damages must be such as w^ould be actionable but for 
the Act of Parliament; arsd (3) the damages must arise from 
the execution of the works, and not merely from the use of 
them after they bad been constructed. 

"Where persons exercising statutory powers do so 
negligently or unreasonably, and thereby cause damage, an 
aggrieved person’s remedy is by action, and not by a claim 
for compensation. But, semble, in order to defeat a claim 
for compensation the onus of proving negligence is on the 
undertakers. A public body w’as empowered to carry out 
certain w’orks by a statute, which also provided for the j»y. 
ment of compensation to any person sustaining damage by 
reason or in consequence of the exercise of such power. The 
public body, in answer to a claim for compensation, pleaded 
^at the damage was due to its contractor’s negligence, and 
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that, therefore, a claim for compensation was not the proper 
remedy. It was held that the onus was on the public body 
to prove such negligence. St. James’s and: Pall Mall Electric 
Light Co. v. R., (1904) 73 L. J. K. B. 518; 68 J. P. 288. 

Absence of default —Where meat belonging to a plaintiff 
was seized and condemned under Ss. 116 and 117, Public 
Health Act and it was found that some of it was in fact un¬ 
sound,though the plaintiff was unaware of such unsoundness, 
and could not have discovered it by any reasonable examina¬ 
tion, it was held that he was nevertheless “ in default,” and 
therefore not entitled to compensation: Hobbs v. Winchester 
Corporation, (1910) 2 K. B. 471; 74 J. P. 4l;{. Apparently, too, 
the words would apply to cases where, owing to the default 
of an owner of a house or land, the auth critics are compelled 
to interfere with his property. But where work was done 
in excess of that required by a notice under a section in a 
local Act (corresponding to S. 36 of the Public Health Act), 
it was held that the owner was not “ in default ” so as to 
preclude him from obtaining compensation under the section 
corresponding to S 308, Public Health Act, 1875. Place v. 
Rawtenstall Corporation, (1916) 8'} J. P. 433; 14 L. G. R. 901. 

Where a private Act provided that all houses for 
slaughtering horses within a certain distance of a workhouse 
should be deemed public nuisance and removed, provided, 
however, that if they existe<l before the Act the owners were 
to be entitled to compensation, it was held that a defendant 
might be indicted at common law if his house was so con¬ 
ducted as to be a public nuisance apart from the Act, and 
that in such ease he would not be entitled to any compensa¬ 
tion. R. v. M'^aits, (1826) 2 C. and P. 486. 

Liability for negligence of servants. —Plaintiff’s unmarried 
daughter, a child of abo\it live years fell into an open manhole 
of a sewer in a lane in Bombay and died. The sewer w'as 
vested in the Municipality of Bombay and was under the con¬ 
trol of the municipal commissioners. When such manholes 
are opened it is the duty of the municipal commissioners 
under S. 321 of the Act io have them properly fenced and 
guarded. 

On the day of tlie accident the manhole had been opened 
for the purpose of inserting a flushing door in the sewer. 
The hole was at first properly fenced. Soon after 4-30 p. ra. 
the superintendent in charge* of the work gave orders to 
cease work and close the manhole for the night. The acci¬ 
dent took place immediately afterwards. The judge found 
on the evidence that the child fell into the open hole in the 
interval that elapsed between the taking down of the fence 
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putting tile cover on the hole. The child was seen run¬ 
ning and playing about the street during the afternoon. 
What she was doing the instant before she fell there was 
nothing to show: 

Heldf that the defenilants were guilty of negligence, and 
that they were liable for the negligence of tneir servants 
although the latter aeted contrary to the express orders given 
by their superiors. The committee was held liable in spite of 
contributory negligence of the mother as the committee could 
have avoided the mischief by exercise of ordinary care and 
caution. 16 Bom. 254. 


The principle that a person cannot be held to answer 
for damages caused by carrying out an of^eration authorized 
under statutory powers, if the statutory conditions are ful¬ 
filled, only applies if the authorized operation is conducted 
without negligence. 1932 P. 0, 275. 


Corporation liable for negligence of contractor.— 

Though a person employing a contractoi' to do a lawful 
act is not responsible for the negligence or misconduct 
of the contractor or his servants in executing that act, 
yet if the act itself is wrongful—as, for example, the break- 
ing up of streets, withmit parliamentary authority, for the 
purpose of laying or repairing gas i:r water pipes the em¬ 
ployer is responsible for tiie wrong so done by the contractor 
or his servants, and is liable to third persons who sustain 
damage from the doing of that wrong: Ellis v. Sheffleld Gas 
Consumers Co., (l8o3), 2 E. and B. <67. When a person em¬ 
ploys a contractor to do work in a place where the public are 
in the habit ol passing, which work will, unless precautions 
are taken, cause danger to the public, an obligation is thrown 
^ person who orders the work to be done to see 
that the necessary precautions are taken: and if the neces¬ 
sary precautions are not taken, ho cannot escape liability 
by seeking to throw the blame on the contractor; and no sound 
distinction in this respect can be drawn lietween the case of 
a public highway and a road w'hicli mav be, and to the know’’- 
iedge ot the wrong-doer probably will in fact be, used by 
persons law-fully entitled so to do. per Bruce, J., in Penny v. 
^ twWerfoa p c., (18.')8) 2 Q. B. 212, alTirmed in Court of 
~ ^ nierely casual or collateral 

negligent leaving of a pickaxe 
^ the road by a workman employed on the work 

SmHh ^ principle, per A. L’ 

bmitn, L. J. 2 Q. B. at p. 7fi, The following other* 

notwithstanding the employ- 
WaT ^ contractor, a duty may remain on a company or 
local authority employing him, towards the members of 
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public, to prevent any damage arising from the execution of 
the work of the undertakers: Pickard v. Smith (1861), 
10 C. B. (n. s.) 470; Black V. Christchurch Finance Co., 
(IS94) A. C. 48; Hill v. Tottenham U. D. C. (1898), 
79 L. T. 495, and Maxwell v, British Thompson Houston 
Co., Ltd., (1902) 18 T. L. R. 278. The defendants, a tele-,, 
phone company, were lawfully engaged in laying telephone 
wires along a street. They passed the wires through tubes 
which they laid in a trench under the level of the pavement. 
The defendants contracted with a plumber to connect these 
tubes at the joints with lead and solder to the satisfaction 
of the defendants’foreman, at the sum of 12^. per joint. 
There was evidence that the work was done by the plumber 
under the supervision of the defendants' foreman and that 
one of their men was assisting him in it. In order to make 
the connections between the tubes, it was necessary to 
obtain a flare from a benzoline lamp, which could not be 
done without the application of heat to the lamp. The lamp 
used for the purpose was provided with a safety-valve. The 
plumber, for the purpose of obtaining the necessary flare, 
dipped the lamp into a cauldron of melted solder, which was 
placed over a lire on the footway for the purfwse of the 
work, which was unprotected by any screen or tent. Dipping 
the lamp into the solder would have been a proper and use¬ 
ful mode of obtaining the flare, provided the lamp had been 
in good order. The safety-valve of the lamp not being in 
working order, as the plumber ought to have known, the 
lamp exploded, with the result that the plaintiff who was 
passing on the highway was splashed by the molten solder, 
and thereby injured. In an action by him against the defend¬ 
ants in the City of London Court for damages in respect of 
the injuries so occasioned to him the deputy judge held 
that the plumber was not doing the work as an independent 
contractor, but under the defendants’ supervision and 
control, and that the defendants were responsible for his 
negligence as al)Ove-mentioned: 

Held (reversing the judgment of a Divisional Court), 
that the judgment of the deputy judge was right on the 
grounds, —first, that there was evidence that the defendants 
and the plumber were jointly engaged in the performance of 
the work under such circumstances as to render the defend¬ 
ants liable for the negligence of which the plumber had been 
guilty; and, secondly, that, even if the plumber were an in¬ 
dependent contractor, the defendants, having authorized the 
performance upon a highway of work, which from its nature 
was likely to involve danger to persons using the highway, 
were bound to take care that those who executed the work 
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for them did not negligently cause injury to such persons. 
Holliday V, National Telephone Co., (1899) 2 Q. B. 392. 

Workmen employed by a gas company engaged in carry¬ 
ing out repairs to a gas main placed a lire pail upon an un¬ 
fenced forecourt of a house adjoining the footway to which 
the public had access. On the fire they placed a ladle con¬ 
taining molten lead. A boy passing by accidentally knocked 
over the pail and the lead was spilled over the foot of the 
plaintiff, a child who w'as standing near, and injured her; 

Held, that the defendants were liable on the ground that 
the fire pail was a nuisance because it was dangerous unless 
steps were taken to protect persons using the highway; heldf 
further, that they were also liable on the ground of negli¬ 
gence. Crane V. South Suburban Gas Co., (IDIG) I K. B. 33. 
Michael and Will’s “ Law Relating to Water,” pp. 184-5. 

Liability of the corporation for acts of servants.—W^ere 
the secretary of a municipality acting under orders of the 
chairman procured the issue of a warrant of distraint for a 
sum exceeding what was due from the person against whom 
the warrant w^as obtained and proceeded to seize and sell the 
goods of such person, it was held that the municipality w’as 
liable for the acts of the seeretarj' whether or n<A there had 
been any resolution of the committee directing the secretary 
to obtain a warrant of distraint for the particular sum for 
W'hich the warrant was issued. 

The warrant was obtained by the secretary in the ordi¬ 
nary course of his employment acting in the interests of the 
board w'ho adopted the act of the secretary and receiv'ed the 
amount realized from sale. 

The board was held responsible on the principle that the 
principal is civilly liable for every intentional wrong com¬ 
mitted by an agent in the ordinary course of his employment 
and for the benefit of the principal even though the principal 
did not authorize it and even if he had expressly forbidden 
it. 26 All. 482. 

Corporations can be held liable for the negligent act of 
their servants in the course of their empkiyment. 38 I. C. 773, 

Damage caused by bursting of pipes. —Where tiie leakage 
from a municipal water pi|ie cracks a house, and the cause of 
the bursting of the pipe is beyond the control of the com¬ 
mittee, the committee will not be held to have been negligent 
in respect of the actual breaking of the pipe. 

It is the duty of the committee to employ servants who 
can be trusted to exercise due skill and care in eases where 
injury is caused to private property. 
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If the damage to a house is chiefly the result of negli¬ 
gence on the part of the servants of the committee in failing 
to take proper action when damage is brought to its notice, 
the committee will be responsible. 18 I. C. 816; 8S P. R. 1913. 

For further notes see S. 96. 

Liability for negligence of an indspendent contractor. — In 

the ease of statutory bodies entrusted with the performance 
of public duties, their liability cannot be shifted to a contrac¬ 
tor employed by them for a particular purpose. They may 
bargain with the contractor that he shall jx^rform the duty and 
stipulate for an indemnity from him if it is not performed. 
But they are not thereby themselves relieved from liability 
to those injured by the failure to perform it. 

Plaintiff sued the Municipal Council of Vizagapatam for 
injuries sustained 1 y him by falling on a heap of gravel 
tJirown on to the side of a road and allowed to project nine 
feet into the roadway in the course of some repairs which 
were entrusted to a contractor: 

Held, that the municipal council was liable in damages 
for negligence. 44 I. C. 308; 41 Mad. 538. 

Negligence of a contractor or their servant. —The munici¬ 
pality employed a contractor to lay pipes. The contractor 
dug a trench eight feet deep along the whole length of a gully 
separating plaintiff’s house from another house. The plain- 
tilt' complained that the work was done so negligently that 
his whole house was injured and became in such a dangerous 
condition that it liad to be pulled down. To the plaintiff’s 
suit for damages the municipality pleaded that the wmrk was 
not done by his servants or agents but by a contractor: 

Held, that the municipality was liable for the act of its 
contractor. The wmrk was necessarily attended with risk 
and the defendant could not free himself from liability by 
employing a contractor. The municipality as well as the 
contractor were liable to the plaintiff. 17 Bom. 307. 

Contraetews carrying out any work for the corporation 
undertaking to take proper precautions to safeguard the 
public by proper lighting and w'atching are not liable to 
the person sustaining any damage for failure to carry out 
the terms of the contract The corporation is not relieved 
of their liability by the agreement between itself and the 
contractors. There is no privity of contract betw’een the 
contractors and the person sustaining damages nor is 
there any duty from the contractors to the person suffering 
the damage. 38 I. C. 773. 
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In a suit brought by the plaintiff for damages for 
injuries sustained by him by the breaking of a pulley used 
in a street for llHing heavj^ water pipes owing to the 
negligence of the servants of the contractor employed by a 
municipal corporation: 

Held, that when the injurious agency which caused the 
accident w’as an inanimate object under tiie entire control 
and management of the defendants and used on a highway 
not closed to trallie in executing work which is found 
dangerous and the accident is such as would not happen in 
the ordinary course of things if those who had the manage- 
ment used pr oper care, the onus lies on the defendants to 
show that all reasonable precautions were taken and proper 
care used; 

Held also, that the mere fact that the City Municipal 
Act cast on the e(^rporation the duty of supplying pure 
drinking water would not take the case out of the ordinary 
rule above stated or the provisions of S. 106 of the Indian 
Evidence Act; 

Held also, that the corporation cannot escape liability 
simply by getting the work done througli a contractor. 
1 L. S. G. G. 30. 

Negligence and misfeasance -Municipal councils in 
Madras are statutory bodies with very circumscribed powers 
and are not self-governing in the sense that municipal 
corporations in England are. Though they are not a 
department of Government, Uudr powers are cleiived from 
the Government and they are controlled by the provisions of 
the District Municipalities Act. 

Municipalities in India do not act in the exercise of 
sovereign powers or as agents of the Sfa.te in laying or 
maintaining roads. 

Municipal corporations in India are liable for acts of 
misfeasance. 

It is the duty of municipalities to lay and maintain roads 
so that the public may pass over them safely and they are 
liable for injuries resulting to the public through the negli¬ 
gent or improper performance of that duty. 

The liability of statutory bodies for negligence is not 
based on whether a profit is derived by the levy of a cess 
or toll from the public. The question whether it gives them 
an income over expenditure is not a criterion for enforcing 
liability. 

The public have a right to use the full breadth of a 
public road and any obstruction to such use amounts to 
misfeasance. 44 1. C. 308. 
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Plaintiff sued to msover damages from the Surat 
Munieipality on account of injury done by storm water to 
certain garden land of his, alleging that it was owing to 
the negligence of the munieipality that the water first broke 
into his ^rden and having broken in, it did not drain off. 
He based his claim mainly on the item of n^ligenee of th6 
defendant corporation in that it had, instead of preserving 
the plaint mentioned ditch in its original condition, filled up 
the greater portion of it with the rubbish of the town and 
the rush of water complained of was owing to the defendant 
having filled up the ditch as above and the consequent incapa¬ 
city of the ditch to contain rain water: 

Held, that the respondent municipality by constructing 
the dam in a creek, and by not keeping the ditch properly 
clean but by allowing it to fill with silt and permitting the 
dam to be choked with w’eeds and sedges, turned their works 
by their negligence into a nuisance so as to throw the water 
collected on their property—the said creek—into appellant's 
land and that was a clear act of misfeasance on the part of 
the municipality rendering them liable in damages to the 
plaintiff. 33 Bom. 393. 

A hi^way which was vested in the Bradford Cor¬ 
poration and over which very heavy traffic passed was at a 
certain point very narrow'. The corporation under powers 
conferred upon them by a local Act determined to widen 
the highway by setting lack the kerbstone and throwing 
the causeway into the road. On the edge of the causeway 
nearest the road there was a telegraph pole which it was 
necessary to remove, and the corporation wrote to the Post 
Office authorities asking them to set back the pole to the 
improved street line. 

The Post Office accordingly had the pole removed and 
the hole filled in. Shortly afterwards the corporation 
threw’ the road open for traffic. A few days after a steam 
wagon belonging U) the plaintiJT was passing along the high¬ 
way when one of its w’heels sank into the hole and the wagon 
was considerably damaged. In an action brought by the plain¬ 
tiff against the corporation and the Post Office authorities 
to recover damages for injury to his w'agon caused by tfie 
negligence of the defendants: 

Held, that the defendants were liable—the corporation 
upon the ground that they were altering the character of 
part of an old road (i. e^ in effect making a new road), and 
their duty was to so make it that when they threw it open 
for public use it daould be reasonably safe for the purposes 
for which it was intended to be used; the Post Office author- 
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ities upon the ground that having done, perhaps voluntarily, 
a piece of work, they did it negligently. Thompson v. 
Bradford Corporation and Tinesly, (1915) 3 K. B, Id; 1. L. S. 
G. G. 77. 

The defendants, an urban authority, acting under the 
provisions of S. 43 of the Public Health Acts (Amendment 
Act), l890, planted trees in certain of their highways, 
and surrounded each tree with an iron spiked guard. Subse¬ 
quently to the erection of the guards an order was 
promulgated by the chief constable, acting under the defence 
of the Realm Regulations, by which all street lights in the 
defendants’ area were ordered to be extinguished at a 
certain hour. The plaintiff, who was crossing a road at 
night in the darkness, came into contact with one of the 
guards and suffered very serious injury. In an action to 
recover damages for negligence, the jury found that the 
guard was dangerous in the circumstances of the darkness 
that existed, and that the defendants haci not taken reason¬ 
able measures to neutralize the danger; the judge entered 
judgment for the plaintiff; 

Heldf that after the promulgation of the lighting order 
there was continuing duty on the defendants to take reason¬ 
able measures to prevent the guard from being a danger to 
the public lawfully using the ri>ad, and that the plaintiff was 
entitled to maintain his action. Morrison v. Mayor, etc., of 
She^ld, (1917) 2 K. B.866;4 L. S.-G. 0. 33. 

LiabSity of corporation for neglecting to Udce measures to 
prevent injury — See 23 Mad. 389; 9 Mad. fj. J. 270. 

Negligence in construction of Railway.— The defendants, 
by the negligent construction of a railway made in 
exercise of their powers un ier the Indian Railways Act (IX 
of 1890), caused the plaintiff’s land to be flooded in the rainy 
season and consequently damaged. That Act provides that a 
.suit shall not lie to recover compensation for damage caused 
by the exercise of the powers thereby conferred, but that 
the amount of such compensation shall be determined in 
accordance with the Land Acquisition Act, 1870: 

Held, it being shown that th(‘ defendants ha<l exceeded 
or abused their statutory pvOwers, that the plaintiff’s remedy 
was by suit for damages, and not for compensation under 
the Act. 

Statutory powers under such an Act are to be exercised 
with ordinary care and skill and ydth some regard to the 
property and rights of others; they are granted on the 
condition, sometimes expressed and sometimes understood-— 
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cpcpressed in the Rs^-ilways Act of 1890, but if not expresse4 
always understood - that the undertakers “ shall do as little 
damages as possible in the exercise of their statutory 
powers/' 27 B. 344 P. C. 

Neglii^ence — Burd«i of proof. — Held (1) that the burden of 
proof lay on the plaintiffs and if neglect in execution oi 
their statutory powers and duties was not brought home to 
the municipality a suit against them must fail as being un¬ 
sustainable in law, however great the damage the plaintiffs 
might have suffered from the extraordinary flooding un¬ 
controlled by the old tank dam. 12 1. C. 884 ; 35 Bom. 492. 

Liability for negligence in respect of lighting —Where 
trustees of a public road were empowered to place lamps along 
the road, but failed to do so, it was held that they were not 
liable in an action to a f)erson injured by reason of the 
road not being lighted; Harris v. Baker, (1815) 4 M. & 
S. 27. In a case where a brougham ran against a lamp post 
at a dangerous point, the court held that the failure to 
light the lamp was not negligence, there being no statutory 
obligation to do so. Mellor v. Hryieood (Mayor e1c„ of), 

(1884) 48 J. 1’. 148. 

Hants V. Baker was followed ill Cowley V. Xewmarket 
L. B., (1892) (\A. 34 i; 5(i J. P, tOo. By the Metropolis 
Management Act, 1855, 8. 130, the lighting authority have 
a discretion as to the time during which public street lamps 
shall continue lighted, and when they have bona fide exercised 
their discrelittn in that respect they are not liable on the 
ground of either non-feasance or misfeasance for any accident 
caused through the lights having been turned out at the 
hour onlered: Yomuj v. St. Mary, 'Islington {P'cstry af), 
(1896) 60J. P. 8-‘I. On the other hand, where the defen¬ 
dants who were both the highway and the lighting author¬ 
ity, had erected a post in the centre of a footpath at sit 
entrance to prevent cattle straying upon it, and had placed 
a lamp near the post, which they were in the habit of light¬ 
ing at night, and the plaintiff, jmssing along the footpath at 
night, when the lamji was not lighted, came against the post 
and was injured, it was held that the defendants were liable; 
Lamley V. East Retford {Mayor etc., of) (1891) 55 J. P. 133. In 
Sheppard v. Glossop Corporation, (1921) 3 K. B. 132; 85 J. P. 
205, a lanjp which had been placed on a retaining wall was 
extinguished every night The plaintiff whilst the light was 
extinguished missed his way without negligence, strayed on 
to private land and fell over the retaining wall into the street 
and was injured. It was held in an action for negligence 
against the authority that S. 161, Public Health Act, 1875, 
imposes no obligation on a local authority to light the street^ 
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in ttieir district, that the defendants, although they had' 
begun, were not bound to continue the lighting of the street 
and that not having done anything to malce the street 
dangerous they were not bound to give warning of danger. 

Non-feasance.— PlaintilT, an inhaMtant of Ahmedabad, 
having brought a suit against the Ahmedabad Municipality 
to recover damages sustained by him in respect of an injury 
caused to his horse and caiaiage in consequence of the 
neglect of the municipality to repair a road: 

Held that as the default leading to the damage was a 
mere non-feasance, the suit must fail, for the statute does not 
impose upon the municipality a duty towards the plaintiff 
which they negligently failed to perform. 28 Bom. 340. 

The exemption from liability of local bodies on the 
ground of non-feasance is confined to neglect of highways and 
does not apply to drainage works c,arried out by local bodies 
for their cxinvenience which they are bound to maintain in 
a proper state of repair so that they shall not be a nuisance 
to the neighbours. 

A drainage channel was built solely for the convenience 
of a municipality who took it over. The drainage water 
owing to same default instead of flowing along the assigned 
channel, flowed across the road into plaintiff’s flelds 
and caused damage to him. The damage was found due to 
the neglect of the channel. The municipality w’as fte/d liable 
for damages. 21 I. C. 847; 38 Bom 1 ] C. 

Actionable nuisance—Causing nuisance by opening burial 
ground.— It cannot be laid down as a legal proposition or 
doctrine that anything which, under any circumstances, 
lessens the comfort or endangers the safety or health of a 
neighbour must necessarily be an actionable nuisance. In 
determining whether the use of certain land acquired by a 
municipal council as a burning ground for the people 
amounts to an actionable nuisance, the courts are Iwund to 
take into consideration the fact that the object of the burn¬ 
ing ground is to provide a convenient and sanitary means of 
disposing of corpses in accordance with the general senti¬ 
ment of the community: so the use of a place dedicated for 
the communal purpose of cremation in a w-ay which is 
neither negligent nor unreasonable, and, which is not calcu¬ 
lated to aggravate the inconveniences necessarily incident to 
such an act as it is generally performed in the country does 
not amount to an actionable nuisance. 

Where the municipal commissioners for the City of 
Madras acquired certain land and opened a burial ground 
iind burning ground thereon and an actionable nuisance was 
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caused to an adjacent landowner, held that the municipal 
Cdmralssioners were protected by S. 392 of the City of 
Madras Municipal Act; the legislature in enacting S 392 of 
tne Aet -clearly contemplated and authorized some inter¬ 
ference with private right of property. 25 Mad, 11S. 

No action of damages will lie against a public body for 
mere non-feasance in the absence of proof of negligence <«• 
carelessness in the discharge of their duties. 

If, however, the acts done by a public body are only 
permissive, the private rights of parties must be respected 
and such body is liable in damages for injuries caused to 
private individuals. 

In an action for an injunction against taluk board 
directing it to lop off the branches of certain trees which 
spread over the plaintiff’s land: 

Held^ that the action could not te maintained (1) as the 
taluk board was under an obligatory duty to plant and 
preserve trees on the sides of public roads, (2) as no care¬ 
lessness or negligence in the discharge of its duties was 
proved, and (3) the omission to remove the branches only 
amounted to a non-feasance for which no action lay at the 
instance of a private individual. 5U I. C. SOI), 42 Mad. 331. 

Exercise of powers conferred by legislature—Location of 
refuse carts. —The provision of refuse carts is essential for 
cleansing public streets. It is therefore an obligatory duty 
necessarily deducihle from the obligatory duty of cleansing 
public streets laid upon the municipality by S. 52 (o) of the 
Act. 

No action will lie in respect of the exercise with judg¬ 
ment and caution of powers conferred by the legislature. 
Cf. 8 I. C. 208. 

See, however, case reported in 59 I. C, 823 noted under 
S. 52, p. 259, supra. 

The duty imposed on district boards by S. 95 of 
Madras Act, iv of 1884, to construct and maintain roads 
casts on them by necessary implication the duty of con¬ 
structing and maintaining the necessary euh’'erts and tunnels 
under them. This implied power to construct and maintain 
such culverts and tunnels is not merely permissive to be 
exercised only when no injury will be caused to others 
thereby but an imperative duty cast on board by the Aet. 

No suit for injunction or damages will lie against the 
district board for any injury caused by the construction 
Of improvement of such works, wiien such works of iijh 
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provements are peeessary in the interests of the puhlip for 
the maintenance of the road and there is no negligence in 
tiie carrying out of the work, 31 Mad. 117. 

See on the same subject P. R. 106 of 1888; P. R. 103 of 
1892 noted at p. 258. 

Remedjr under Section 224 not enforceable in certain 

caaea.— If a ixxiy of persons having statutory authority for 
the construction of works exceeds or abuses the powers con¬ 
ferred by the legislature, the remedy of a person in.iured in 
consequence is by action or suit and not by a proceeding for 
compensation under the statute which has been so trangres- 
sed. 27 Bom. 344 P. C.; 30 I. A. 60. 

The general rule as to the liability of local bodies hav¬ 
ing statutory powers in respect of damage caused by their 
operations, is thus summarised:— 

‘‘Where water is diverted or regulated for public 
purposes under an Act of Parliament, as by conservators 
of a river, a water works or canal company, the authori¬ 
ties managing the water are not liable to an action 
for its escape, though caused by them, unless they exceed 
their powers, or are negligent in the execution of them, 
though the party injured may be entitled to compensation if 
the act so provides. ” (Gale on “ Easement,” 6th Edition, 
at p. 415.) As observed by Lord Macnaughten in the 
Gaekwar’s Case, “ It has been determined over and over 
again that if a person or a body of persons having statutory 
authority for the construction of works (whether those works 
were for the benefit of the public or for the benefit of the 
undertakers and partly for the good of the publicl exceeded 
or abused the powers conferred by the legislature, the 
remedy of a person injured in consecpience, w’as by action or 
suit and not by a proceeding for compensation under the 
statute which had been so transgressed. Powers of that sort 
were to be exercised with ordinary care and skill and with 
some regard to the property and rights of others. They were 
granted on the condition sometimes expressed — expressed in 
the Railways Act of 1890, but if not expressed, always under¬ 
stood that the undertakers shall do as little damage as 
possible in the exercise of their statutory powers.” W’'here 
the local authority or the body exercising statutory powers 
is under no obligation to prevent damage accruing* the per¬ 
son suffering damage can only apply for compensation under 
the Act, if any })rovision is made therein. On the other hand, 
if the damage is caused by the works and by the negligence of 
the body exercising statutory powers, a suit always lies. The 
leading case on this subject is GeddU v. Proprietors of Bonn 



Reservoir, where all the authorities are collected and fully 
discussed. This case establishes the further principle that 
if by a reasonable exercise of the powers either given by 
statute to the promoters or which they have at common law, 
the damage could be prevented, it is, within this rule ‘ negli¬ 
gence ’ not to make such reasonable exercise of their powers. 
In all these cases, negligence is the gist of the action; and a 
right of action for an injury not occasioned wilfully, nor by 
any act necessarily causing it, but arising from the user of 
the w’ork, must be founded on negligence. 27 Bom. 344 P. C. 

Appeal or revision.— Any decision under this section is 
not a decree and will not be open to appeal as no such right 
is specifically given by the section. 

Where a statute creates a right not existing at common 
law and prescribes a particular remedy for its enforcement 
then that remedy alone must be followed. 12 1. C. 540; 
36 Bora. 47. 

225. (1) Any person aggrieved ~ 

{a) by the refusal of a coainiittee under Section 193 to 
sanction the erection or re-erection of a building, or 

{b) by a notice from a committee under Section 171 re¬ 
quiring a street to be drained, levelled, paved, flag¬ 
ged, metalled or provided with proper means of 
lighting, or declaring a street to be a public street 
or by a notice from the cxectitive officer, under Sec¬ 
tion 195 requiring the alteration or demolition of a 
building, or 

(r) by any order made by a committee or an executive 
officer under the powers conferred upon it/them by 
Sections 107, 116, 121, 123, or 124, 

may appeal within thirty days from the date of such prohibition, 
notice or order to such officer as the local Government may 
appoint for the purpose of hearing such appeals or any of them, 
or, failing such appointment, to the Commissioner in the case 
of a committee of a first class municipality, or to the Deputy 
Commissioner in the case of a committee of a second class muni¬ 
cipality; and no such refusal, notice or order sbaU be liable to 
be called in question otherwise than by such appeal: 

Provided that, if, in the latter ca»e the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner or such other officer as aforesaid be himself a member of 
the committee, the appeal shaU lie to the Commissioner. 

12) The appellate authority may, if it shall think fit, 
extend the period allowed by sub-see^h (1) ^r 'appeal. - 
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(3) The oi>d«r of the apjtellate audiority confirming, set¬ 
ting aside or modifying the refusal, notice or order appeaded 
from shall be final: 

Pro'dided that the refusal, notice or ord«: shall not be 
modified or set aside until the appellant and the committee have 
had resuKmable opportunity of being heard* 

Notes. 


. S. 150 of the old Act. Orders under S. 171 newly in¬ 
troduced are made appealable. 


The section has been amended by Act 11 of 1923. Orders 
under Ss. J21 and 124 have also been made appealable. 
Under S. 85, clause (i>) of sub-section (1) has been substitut¬ 
ed for the original clause. The word “ street ” has been used 
for the words “ way, road, lane, square court, alley, passage 
or open space.” The definition of “^street ” covers all these 
words which hav*e been deleted as unnecessary. 


Analogous Law .— 

Ss. 212-A, 256-B, Bengal Dis¬ 
trict Municipal Act, 18H4. 

Ss. 440, 530-3, Bengal Munici¬ 
pal Act, XV of 1932. 

Ss. 253 & 373, Behar and Orissa 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

S. 36, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1901. 

S. )47, Burma Municipal Act, 


III of 1898. . 

Ss. J73 & 1.46 (5), Central Pro¬ 
vinces Municipal Act, II of 
1922. ^ ' 

Ss. 322 & 323, Madras District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 3l8, 321, U. P. Municipali¬ 
ties Act, 1916. 

English Law .— 

S. 268, Public Health Act, *875. 


Executive Officers Act. —The w’ords in italics in clauses 
(5) and (c) of sub section (1) should be deemed to have been 
inserted at the places where they are added and for the word 
“it ” in clause (c) the word “ them ” should be deemed to 
have been inserted. 

Any person aggrieved. —Having regard to the provisions 
of sections mentioned in S. 225, it cannot be said that the 
aggrieved person must of necessity have been a party to the 
order appealed against. The expression used is any person 
aggrieved and not any party aggrieved as occurs in S. 97, 
Civil Proc6dure Code. It is quite sufficient that the order must 
affect the person prejudicially and he must be aggrieved by 
it. He is entitled to prefer an appeal if an onier passed 
behind his back affects him adversely. Qf. 1929 All. 912; 
118 I. C. 710. 

An aggrieved person under S. 318* of the U. P. Act does 
not mean only an ag^eved party, but includes any person 
who is really affected adversely by the order which may have 


*S. 225 of the Punjab Act. 
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been passed behind his back: 1932 All. 159» Contra 1931 Oudh 
305, where the aggrieved person under S. l!^3 was held to 
be the person whose application for sanction had been 
rejected. 

A man aggrieved is a man against whom a decision has 
been pronounced which has wrongfully refused him some¬ 
thing, which he had a right to demand. '1933 Nag. 9. 

Effect of failure to appeal.— Failure to appeal under 
S. 225 does not deprive a person of his right to bring a suit 
for injunction restraining the committee from taking a 
certain action. 51 I. C, 708; 62 P. R. 1919. 

Jurisdiction of civil courts to entertain a suit by a party 
aggrieved by a notice issued by the municipal committee 
under S. 195 is not barred by S. 225 (1). 1932 Lah. 598; 138 
I. C. 743. 

S. 225 does not prevent an accused person from setting 
up the defence that the paper served upon him was not a 
notice issued by the committee or by the auth<)rity of any 
person to whom "fhe powers exercisable by the committee as a 
whole have been lawfully delegated. If such a defence is 
set up the magistrate ought to enquire into it and call upon 
the prosecution 1o produce evidence sufficient to satisfy him 
on the p)int. 25 1. C. 326; 36 All. 227. 

In 49 Bom 152 (1925 Bom. 162; 27 l^)m. L. R. 56) it 
was held that civil courts have no jurisdiction to entertain 
a suit in respect of a notice which could be questioned by 
appeal; where the legislature provides a particular remedy 
for a particular act then, s})eaking generally, an aggrieved 
person must follow that remedy before lie takes other pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Order under Section 121.— 42 All. 294; 58 I. C. 153. 

Refusal under Section 193.— Order sanctioning erection 
or re-erection subject to modifications will not be open to 
apfieal, as such orders do not amount to refusal. Where, 
however, the modification ctmtemplates a refusal of a building 
on a portion included in the original scheme the modification 
may be taken to be a refusal of the plan for that portion. 

Where the Act only provides a remedy by way of appeal 
against orders under S. 195, this will not debar a wife 
from instituting a suit for declaration that the committee 
cannot demolish the building. Notice issued to husband 
cannot bind the wife simply because she is the wife, 1933 
All. 592, 
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Fin«Btjr of order on appeal— Eztoit of powers of appellate 
authority. —The municipal board is not given any authority to 
encroach on the rights of the inhabitants except for the pur¬ 
pose of the benefit to the public in general. The decisions of 
the board or the appellate authority (collector or the commis¬ 
sioner, as the ease may be) is no doubt final under S. 125, 

■ U. P. Act 1916 (= S. 225 of the Punjab Act); it is impossible 
to believe that a decision on a ({uestion of private rights could 
have been given finality where the decision is arrived at 
without hearing evidence or where the decision is arrived 
at by a body of men not especially trained in law respecting 
private rights. It is not open either to the board or to the 
appellate authority to disallow a proposal to erect a building 
on the ground that it is hideous in its appearance and would 
therefore injuriously affect the value of a neighbour’s pro¬ 
perty. In such matters the parties should be left to seek 
their own remedy in a civil court. Bennet, J., {contra ):— 

Bennkt .J. —“For relaxing bye-law No. 23 framed by muni¬ 
cipal board anything which would come under the three heads, 
vis., sanitation, prevention of disease and overcrowding of 
houses is a matter which should l)C considered by the district 
magistrate in an appeal. But it is open to tlie appellant to 
show that the relaxation of the bye-law would adversely 
affbet his premises in regard to any of the three heads, and if 
he succeeds in showing this, then it will be for the district 
magistrate to consider whether under those circumstances 
the bye-law should be relaxed or not. The very basis of the 
bye-law involves a question of private rights. 

“The bye-law being framed by a hill municipality, 
the term ‘ overcrowding ’ as used in it, cannot mean 
overcrowding in the sense in w'^hich it is used in densely 
populated cities. The term ‘ overcrowding ’ means that 
houses should be at such distance from each other that one 
house is not injuriously affected by another house. ‘ Sanita¬ 
tion ’ is also a wide term. It is a mistake to consider sanita¬ 
tion as equivalent to a drainage system. Sanitation means 
the science of health, and hence the health of the inhabitants 
is a question that may be considered under the term ‘ sanita- 
tion.’ There is no limitation that these bye-lavcs to be 
framed by a municipality under S. 29.>* must only deal with 
buildings which abut on a road. The bye-laws on other 
matters such as sanitation can as well be framed If there 
are such bye-laws, they regulate the discretion of the board 
and the district magistrate on questions as to how and when 
the rules under the bye-laws should be relaxed: otherwise 
their discretion is not limited.” 


Ck)rres|)ond8 to S, 190 of the Punjab Act. 
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The Municipalities Act is an Act for Local Self- 
Government. Tne principle of local self-government is 
that the inhabitants and not experts should decide their 
own local affairs. Hence the decisions of the municipal 
board and the appellate authority, though the board is com¬ 
posed of members without legal training and not of experts, 
are conclusive as directed under S. 321 (= S. 225 (3) of the 
Punjab Act). 1931 All. 147. 

Sanction by municipal committee. — A and B are owners of 
neighbouring plots. A alleges that one window and one door 
of his house open on to the neighbouring plot and that he 
has the right of way in respect of the door and a right of 
eahement in respect of the window. On an application from 
B, the owner of the neighbouring plot, the municipality gave 
him permission to build a wall so as to block up the door of 
A. On appeal from A, the district magistrate upheld the 
permission granted by the municipality, observing that 
“ I have to look into the matter only from the munici¬ 
pal point of view,” and again “ the matter primarily 
is a question for the civil court.” A then brought a 
suit in the civil court but both courts found that under 
S. 321, U. P. Act the order of the district magistrate 
w'as final and could not be questioned in a civil court: Held^ 
that the order of the boaM as confirmed by the district 
magistrate had nothing to say as to A’s right of easement; 

Held also, that A liad a remedy in the civil court. 1930 
Oudh 201; 123 I. 0. 55. 

A person served with notice under S. 186 of the U. P. Act 
by the municipal board, is entitled to appeal to the district 
niamstrate under S. 318*, if he has any objection to comply 
with the notices ser\'ed on him, and where he fails to avail 
himself of this remedy the criminal court in a prosecution 
under S. 307 is precluded under S. 3211 from considering 
tile question whether the n 3 tices are valid or invalid. 1932 
All. 673, 138 I. C. 839. 

In the Punjab the legality of a notice can be questioned 
as there is no provisions analogous to S. 321 in the Punjab 
Municipal Act. 

Appealable.— The orders of the municipal committees 
under the sections specilied cannot be questioned in civil 
courts. Such orders become final if confirmed on appeal. 
The cases where civil courts are competent to interfere 
with such orders of the committees are shown in notes under 
separate sections. _ - 

^Cf. S. 225 of tlie Punjab Act. 

t This section makes the orders of the appellate authority, final 
and provides that the orders can not be questioned by any other 
authority or in any other manner. 
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orders. 


[Sec. 326 & 

ReviHons against orders under thu sectran.-^ No revision 
lies against the orders of the commissioner. 1132 All. 651. 

A court can be said to be subordinate to another court 
only if the latter court has appellate or revisional jurisdic¬ 
tion or power of superintendence given to it by some statu¬ 
tory provision over the former court and that the mere 
authority to decide a reference does not necessarily make the 
court, making a reference subordinate to the court deciding 
the same. 1932 All. 651; 14C I. C. 123. 

As by S. 115, C. P. C., the High Court is given revisional 
powers only with reference to cases decided by subordinate 
courts, S. 115 can only have reference to courts over which 
the High Court has a judicial and not a purely administrative 
power. Ibid. 

District magistrate while deciding an appeal under 
S. 318, Municipalities Act is not a court subordinate to the 
High Court and as such application for revision against an 
order passed by him under S. 318 is not competent. 

There is no analogy between a reference and an appeal. 
An appeal is preferred by an aggrieved party whereas a 
reference is made not by a party but by a court. The 
decision of the subject matter of appeal is by the court 
entertaining the appeal whereas the decision of the matter 
about which a reference is made is not nec.essarily by the 
court deciding the reference. Ibid, 

226. When any order of the kind specified in Section 107, 
Section 123 and Section 219 is subject to appeal, and an appeal 
has been instituted against it, all proceedings to enforce such 
order and all prosecutions for any breach thereof shall be sus¬ 
pended pending the decision of the appeal, and, if such order is 
set aside on appeal, disobedience thereto shall not be deemed to 
be an offence. 

Notes. 

S. 170 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law: — ' cii^al Art, IT of 1922. 

S. 196, Burma Act, III of 1898. .8.322, T. P. Municipalities 

S 174, Central Provinces Muni- : Act, II of 1916. 

227. Every order of forfdture under Section 165 and 
every order under Section 166 or Section 210 shall be subject to 
appeal to the next superior court, but shall not be otherwise 
bpen toappeaL 

Notes. 


S. 151 of the old Act. 
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Analogous Law .— 

S. 323, U. P. Municipalities Act, H of 1916. 

Appeal. - Appeal provided under this section for for¬ 
feitures ordered under S. 16r) (2) or for eonliseation ordered 
under S. 210 (3) will lie to the appellate authority to which 
the magistrate ordering the forfeiture or confiscation is sub¬ 
ordinate, i.e., to the district magistrates or the sessions 
judges, as the ease may be. 

228. Unless otherwise expressly provided no court shall 
take cognizance of any offence punishable under this Act or any 
rule or any bye-law thereunder, except on the complaint of, or 
upon information received from the committee [or Us executive 
officer'^ or some person authorized by the committee [or by 
executive officer'\ in this behalf. 

Explanation, —The committee [or its executive officer"] may 
authorize any person and shall be deemed to have authorized 
any person appointed to this end by the local Government to 

make complaints or give information, without previous reference 
to the committee, either g«ierally in regard to all offences against 
this Act and the rules or bye-laws thereunder, or particulsurly in 
regard only to specified offences of a specified class. The person 
authorized may be authorized by office, if he is president, vice- 
president, medical officer of health or secretary of the committee, 
or oflBcer in charge of a police station; in other cases the autho¬ 
rity must be personal. The authority must in all cases be in 
writing, and may at any time be cancelled by the committee. 

Notes. 

S, 1S6 of the old Act. The words “ unless. 

provided ” in first clause are new, and the words “ without 
reference to the committee ” in the Explanation are new. 
There are also other slight verbal changes. 

The section has been amended by Act IT of 1923. 
Medical Officers of Health can also be authorized as such to 
prosecute for municipal offences. 

By S. SG. Amendment Act, III of 1933, the section has 
been furlher amended by insertion of words printed in italics 
after the word •* person ’’ and f-efore the words “ to make 
In the Explanation the words *• any person ” have been 
substituted for the word “ persons”. 

Executive Officers Act.— In the municipalities to which this 
Act has been extended, the section must be deemed to have 
been amended by the insertion of the words in italics and 
Within brackets after the word “ committee ” in three places. 


Autht 
for pros 
tions. 




^ 2^8. j 




S. 266, Cantonment Act, 11 of 
1924. 

S. 218, Central Provinces Mnni« 
cipal Act, TI of 1922. 

S o9l, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S 347, Madras District Munici¬ 
pal Act, V of 1920 
S. 213, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

S 314, U. P Municif)alities Act, 
1916. 

Unless otherwise provided. — C/. Ss. 151, 153, 165, & 178. 

Object of the Section. —The object of these restrictions 
appear to be two-fold. The first object seems to be to 
exclude prosecutions for what may be called municipal 
offences from the interference of irresp'>nsible pjrsans. The 
second object seems to be to relieve the municipality of the 
necessity of itself dealing with each inilivddual case of pro¬ 
secution for a municipal offence and to enable it to assign 
that particular function to some other person or persons. 22 
All. 123. 

The legislature contemplates that the prosecution for 
offences under the Municipal Act should be instituted by the 
municipality alone and not by a private individual so long as 
the acts complained of are offences only under the Act and 
not under any other Act. 

On general grounds it is clear that where a statute 
invests any public body or officer with the enforcement of any 
order and enacts that that body may institute prosecutions, 
such a provision would be unnecessary unless the legislature 
contemplates that body alone as the proper person to ins¬ 
titute prosecutions. A general right would include that body 
and would not need express enactment, and unless the right 
was confined to that body, such an enactment, on the whole, 
would be meaningl ess. 

It was therefore held that a complaint by a private in¬ 
dividual against his neighbour for constructing a shed without 
sanction of the committee was incompetent—the contention 
that under the general law relating to the definition of offence 
under the Cr. P. Code it is open to any person to lodge a 
complaint equ.aUy with the municipality, was repelled as the 
offence was under special law. 55 Bom. 89; 1931 Bom 141. 

Some person authorized in this behalf. —Under a corres¬ 

ponding section of the N. W. P. and Oudh Municipalities 


Analogous Law :— 

Ss. 352 & 353, Bengal District 
Municipal Act, 1884. 

S. 53-1, Bengal Municipal Act, 
XV of 1932. 

S. 375, Behar and Ori.ssa Munici¬ 
pal Act, 192/. 

S. 200, Bombay Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925 

S. 161, Bombay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1901. 

S. l95, Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898. 



791 


Sec. 228.] 

Act without the explanation corresponding to this section, it 
has been held that these words confer on municipalities the 
power to delegate generally their authority to make com¬ 
plaints in resect of municipal offences. This general dele¬ 
gation includes not merely the giving of authority to do the 
formal act of presenting a complaint to a court, but the* 
exercise of discretion as to whether in any given ease a com¬ 
plaint shall or shall not be made, 22 All. 123. 

See 1893 Rat. Cr. Rulings 987. 

An order issuing a notice to accused to do certain speci¬ 
fied things and authorizing Darogha Safai ** to prosecute in 
case of non-compliance is no authority under S. 228. 34 I. C. 
311; 8 P. R. 1916 Cr. 

Authority to prosecute for a particular offence does not 
justify the person authorized to complain about a totally i 
different offence and conviction for such an offence is illegal. 
55 I. C. 599. 

A complaint by a person not aulhorized under S. 228 
is no complaint and the conviction of any person based on 
such a complaint is bad. 

The defect is not curable under S. 537, Cr. P. C., 
which only covers omissions, errors or irregularities in the 
complaint and does not refer to a total absence of the com¬ 
plainant. 39 I. C. 479; 4 P. R. 1917 Cr. 

Appellate court could not alter the conviction under S. 
4-3, Cr. P. C., where the original court coufd not convict for 
the altered offence. 

Failure to lile the authority under which the officer had 
authority is an omission curable under S. 537, Cr. P. C. 

Without a complaint from a municipal committee or 
from some body duly authorized by the committee a magis¬ 
trate cannot convict an accused for an offence under S. 219, 
and if he does so, it is illegal and without jurisdiction. 1931 
Lah. 98 (1). 

A prosecution by a person not duly authorized accord¬ 
ing to S. 228 is bad and the irregularity cannot be cured by 
S. 337, Cr. P. C., which is not applicable to S. 228. C/. 
(i5 I. C. 447. 

Prosecution by secretary if not specially authorized 
under S 228 is not competent and this defect goes to the 
rCK)t of the jurisdiction of the magistrate. 1 1. C. 941 (1). 

In 50 I. C. 494 a complaint by a water works inspector 
not authorized was held to be unauthorized. A complaint by a 
Nazul Dorogah was held to be unauthorized. 20 1. C, 1003, 
n All, L, J. 721, 
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In the case of a sanitary inspector the authority to file 
a complaint should be in writing and by name and not office. 
Where this procedure is not followed there is no proper com> 
plaint and the conviction and sentence based on an invalid 
complaint cannot be maintained: 1933 Lah. 597 (1). 

In order that a person can be legally convicted under S. 
236* of the Cantonment Act it is necessary that the prosecu¬ 
tion should be instituted strictly in accordance with the pro¬ 
visions laid down in sub-section (2), S. 236. 

An executive ollicer of a cantonment board launched a 
prQsecution under S. 236 against the accused and the accused 
was convicted under that section. The executive officer was 
not the person importuned, nor did the prosecution allege 
that the offence was committed in his presence or that he 
had been authorized in this behrlf by the officer commani- 
ing the station: 

Held, that the prosecution being illegally instituted, the 
conviction of the accused must be set aside. i93'> L. 590. 

Am»ficahiUty.—S. 228 applies only to what arc generally 
know'n as municipal offences, that is to say, offences against 
the powers, rules and bye-laws of a municipal committee 
in respect of which the committee is given a discretion to 
complain or not to complain and the criminal courts are 
restrained from taking cognizance unless and until the 
committee has complained. 

A member violating the provisions of S. 48 commits 
an offence not punishable under the Municipal Law, but 
punishable under S. 168, 1. P. P., and S. 228 of the 
Municipal Act has no a[)j)lieation. Cf. 6 N. L. R. 114; 
8 I. C. 274. 

Contents of complaint. — All that the S. 228 lays 
down is that a court shall not take cognizance of an offence 
under the Act except on the complaint of the committee or 
of some person authorized by the committee in their behalf. 
The complaint need not stx*eify the section or rules of the 
Act which has been broken. It need only state facts and it 
is for the courts to decide under which section or rule an 
offence has been committed. 44 I. C. 744. 

Complaint. —A document was addressed to the Deputy 
Commissioner requesting that in accordance with the 
eommittee^s proceedings of 2nJ May 1892, a second pross- 
cution may be instituted against Abdul Aziz under S. 169 
of Act XX of 1891. 


* Cf. S.‘152 of the Municipal Act, 
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The Deputy Commissioner by an t)rder dated i:3rd May 
1892, ordered that a ease might be instituted and be made 
over to the Tahsildar of Sampla''; 

Held that no complaint had been made of which the 
magistrate could take cognizance. P. R. 1 of 1892 Or. 

The Secretary, Municipal Committee, Peshawar, wrote 
an informal letter to a second class magistrate making 
certain suggestions as to proceedings against the accused 
under the Municipal Act, and the verbal authorization of 
the Deputy Commissioner (who was also apparently presi¬ 
dent of the committee) was afterwards relied upon. 

The secretary of the committee was not examined on 
oath with reference to the contents of his letter; 

Held, that there was no complaint by the municipal 
committee or by some person authorized by the committee 
on that behalf of which a competent magistrate, could take 
cognizance. P. R. 2 of 1892 t!r. 

A complaint was filed entitled as follows: “ The 
municipal cximmittee through Mr. Webb, Inspector of 
Sanitation, coniplainant,” against Nur Din. 

At the foot was written in Urdu, Petition of Mr. 
Webb, Inspector of Sanitation, Civil Station, Lahore;” below 
this was an English signature “ 1). Johnston ” which appear¬ 
ed to be the signature of the secretary of the committee: 

Held, that this was not a complaint made in accordance 
with law. P. R. 3 of 1892 Cr. 

The Municipal Committee of Hissar on the 5th Septem- 
lx*r 1893, sent a notice to accused to pull down a certain 
drain within six hours, and on the 4th November they drew 
up urohkar with a view to the accused being chalanned and 
sentenced to flaily fine tinder S. .169 of Act, XX of 1391. 
This was sent to the Deputy (Commissioner of Hissar who on 
9th November tfirected that the robkar be made over to the 
honorary magistrate. The magistrate thereupon issued 
a summons to the aceusetl and eventually fined him for 
disobedience of the order of the 5th September and directed 
him to demolish the drain and in default to pay a fine of Re. 1 
per dient from a date specitied. (9n revision; 

Held, the proceedings must be set aside. The accused had 
been tried and punished without a complaint, inasmuch 
as the robkar was not a ‘ complaint ’ but merely a resolution 
of the municipal committee on which some person authorized 
by the committee might have framed a complaint but no 
complaint was framed and no complainant appearetl before 
the Deputy (Jommissioner or the Magistrate P. R. 20 of 
1894. Cr. * 
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See 8 All, 677 and 20 Cal. 448 to the same effect. 

Jurisdiction of Magistrates to convict for offence not 
sanctioned. —Where a sanction to prosecute for one offence is 
l^ven the magistrate cannot convict for another and distinct 
offence. 1924 Pat. 377; 72 I. C. 894. 

A complaint under S. 228 is necessary to enable the 
court to take cogni/-anee of an offence punishable under the 
Act. But once cognizance has been taken of an offence the 
magistrate is seized of the whole matter as to all other 
accused persons whose guilt may appear during the trial of 
the ease. 48 1. C. 886. 

Written authority.— The only evidence of sanction of 
proseculion by a public authority is a writing under the 
seal and signature of that authority. 

In a tabular form, called the form of prosecution, there 
was the name, whether of the accused or the complainant was 
not shown, the second head “ ])rosecute, ” presumably the 
charge which was laid against the man, the cause; the 
names of witnesses; the date; and column of remarks; the 
Chairman or Vice-Chairman (of the Municipality); and 
in this column of remarks were the words: “ 1 iiave seen 
myself signed S. C. G. In another similar form in the 
column of remarks, was the w'ord “ prosecute ” : 

Held, that this was not authority, written or otherwise, 
showing the consent of Commissioners or the Vice-Chair¬ 
man on their behalf to a prosecution within S. 353 of the 
Bengal Municipal Act, 1884. 

The authority w'hich the Vice-Chairman has is to 
eonv'ey the sanction of the commissioners, and not to pass 
any order of any kind, and he niust convey that sanction 
under his own seal and signature to the magistrate. 10 
I. C. 796. 

The Explanation to IS. 228 only requires that tlie 
authority must be in writing. There is no further necessity 
of requiring such authority to give full particulars of 
the persons to be prosecuted. In laying down the law in 
4 Lah. 120 for such a necessity the first edition of this book 
at page 230 was wrongly relied on; this case was, however, 
over-ruled by 8 Lah. 613. 

Authority under the section—Necessity of mentioning the 
names of the accused to be prosecuted. —A general authority 
can be given without naming each accused to be prosecuted. 
8 Lah. 613; 1928 Lah. 27 overruling 1924 Lah. 80; 4 Lah. 120. 
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Authority to prosecute a particular person cannot be i 
utilized against a different person. 1928 Cal. 357; 112 I. C. ! 
780. 

Subs^uent confirmation. -A prosecution instituted by an 
officer^ without special or general authority as required by 
provisions of this section cannot be validated by a subse¬ 
quent confirmation of the action of the officer. Cf. Bowyer 
etc., Ltd. V. Mather, (1919) 83 .J. P. 50. 

Seal. —The section does not require that the authority 
should bear the seal. Cf. 37 I. C. 515. 

Complaint Provision of Section 200, Cr. P. C.— Where a 
police officer is authorized under S. 22s by the municipal 
committee to make complaints with regard to offences under 
the Municipal Act, that police officer making the complaint 
and not the committee is to be regarded as complainant. 

As a municipal committee is empowered to delegate its 
authority of making complaints under S. 228, when such 
authority is delegated to a public servant by virtue of his 
office and not by name, he acts in his capacity as a public 
servant when making a complaint within the meaning of 
S. 200 proviso (aa), Cr. P. C., and his personal attendance 
for examination is not necessary. 

A corporation such as a municipal committee is not a 
public servant though the members forming the corporation 
are public servants. 1930 Nag. 33,122 I C. 258. 

Although S. 228 provides that no court is to take 
cognizance of certain offences except with the permission of 
the committee, yet where the prosecution has been started 
on the report or complaint of some person authorized by the 
committee by general or special order in this behalf, either 
with reference to all offences, or certain specified offences, 
the complaint must be taken to have been properly instituted 
and the court is bound to take cognizance oi‘ it and to act 
upon it. 1929 All. 901; 120 1. C. 207. 

Applicability of Penal Code to offences under the Act. — 

See 22 Cal. 131, 11 C. W. N. 100. 

Sanction of Government is not necessary under S. 197, 
Cr. P. C., to the prosecution of the Administrator-General 
for non-compliance with municipal retiuisition as the Adminis¬ 
trator-General though a public servant was not prosecuted 
as such but as the person in charge of premises by virtue of 
appointment by the court as administrator to the estate of 
deceased persons. 30 Cal. 927- 



796 


Power to 
‘ompounti 
offences 


[Sec, 229. 

Sentence.— The Municipal Act is intended to cheek many 
offences petty in their nature but which may ^ cause serious 
injury to the neighbourhood as by facilitating lires or serious 
annoyance as when a person blocks a street. 

The sentence passed therefore ought to be not only puni¬ 
tive but also deterrent, (1894) Kat. U. 0. 0. 7i9. 

It is not open to a municipal committee to start ttie 
prosecution of a person pending the decision of a civil court 
nor should it continue the prosecution after the civil court 
has decided the matter in favour of that person. 7 A. L. J. 

[ 735; 7 I. C. 288. 

Court-fee.— No court-fee is leviable on complaints by 
municipal officers. See S. 19 of the Court-fee Act. Court-fee 
levied for process-fee may be recovered on conviction under 
S. 31 of the same Act. 

Malicious prosecution.— Committee is liable for malicious 
prosecution. P. R. 86 of 1906. 

Sec “ Justice of the Peace ’’ 1919, p. 274. 

Compensation for false complaint.— A false complaint was 
made by a municipal servant under the sanction of the 
municipality. The servant was ordered to pay compensation 
to accused: //rW that .servant could not he protected and 
that the order of compensation was justiiicd. ISSG Rat. lln. 
Cr. C. 309. 

229. (1) The committee or with the authorisation of the 

committee its President, Vice-President [medical officer of 
health] executivf officer or Secrets ty,or any sub-committee there¬ 
of, may accept from any person pgainst whom a reasonable 
suspicion exists that he has committed an offence against this 
Act or any role or bye-law, a sum of money by way of compo¬ 
sition for such offence. 

(2) On payment of such sum of money the suspected person 
if in custody shall be discharged, and no further proceedings 
shall be taken against him in regard to the offence or alleged 
offence so compounded for. 

(3) Sums paid by way of composition under this section 
shall be credited to the municipal fund. 

(4) Authorization under sub-section (1) to accept compo- 
sitiim for alleged offences may be given by the committee either 
generally in regard to all offences under this Act and the rules 
and bye-laws, or particularly in regard only to specified offences 
or offences of a specified class, and may at any time be with¬ 
drawn by the committee. 
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(5) If tbe committee luw aot authorized any of the officers 
•imeffied in sub-section (1), it shall, if so required by the com* 
missioner, give such authorisation to any of the officers speci> 
fied in sub-section (1), and shall not withdraw authorisation 
given on such requisition without the sanction of the Commis¬ 
sioner. 

Notes. 

S. 187 of the old Act. In the old Act the power to 
accept composition was confined to municipalities of the first 
class, and the power could not be exercised without the 
sanction of Government. 

By Act II of 1923 fhe words in brackets were added by 
S. G6 of the .Amendment Act. 

Clause 5 has been added by S. 87 of the Punjab Amend, 
ment Act, III of 1933. Under the added clause (5) the 
committees can be enjoined to give necessary powers of com¬ 
position to any of the officers named in clause (1). 

Analogous Law .— 

S. 165, Bcmikiv District Mjinici- S. 219, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, Tli of 1901. pal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 5l7 (6), PiMnliav City Munici- S. 398(6) Madras City Munici- 
IKil Act. Ill of 1888. fxil Aot, 1919. 

S. 197, Burma Municipal Act, S. 351 (6) Matiras District Muni* 
III of 1898. cipal Act, V of 1920. 

8, 5:?7, Calcutta City Municipal ' S. 219, Ranffixm (’itv Municij.)al 
Act. TIT of 1923. ' Act, 1922 

S. 267. Cantonment Act, II of S. 315, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1924. 1916. 

Authority in favour of all or more than one. —All 

officers cannot be authorized to accept composition though 
authority may be (li\'id9d between the variou.s officers as re¬ 
gards specilied olTen('es.vThe practice of Lahore Municipality 
under which all persons have teen given simultane¬ 
ous authority to compound offences is not justified; such 
authority may lead to **onflicting orders. One authority 
sorneUmes refuses composition while another authority com- 
jKMinds tlie i>ffence. 

Composition under S. 195. —As the section stands there 
is nothing b) prevent officers or sub-committees authorized 
to set at nought the deliberate oixlers of the committee under 
S. 195. This has of ten been done. When the committee has 
not exercised the ixiwor of composition given under 
S. 195 pnniso the composition C)f offences under S. 229 
is in exmflict with S. 195. There is no restriction contem¬ 
plated under S. 225) and though the composition as con¬ 
templated by S. 195 proviso may have been refused, there 
is nothing to prevent such composition under S. 229. 
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Under the 2nd proviso to S. 195 composition of offence 
regarding buildings against the scheme under S. 192 cannot 
be compounded though S. 229 does not specifically prohibit it. 

Municipalities have no absolute power of withdrawal of 
prosecutions. —The provisions of S. 248, Criminal Procedure 
Code, have not been affected or abrogated in eases or pro¬ 
ceedings by the corporation by the provisions of S. 229 
of the IVIunicipal Act. S. 229 is merely an enabling section 
and ttie powers given thereunder to do the various acts 
specified therein can only be exercised in accordance with 
the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code. There 
is no absolute power of withdrawal. Before a withdrawal 
can be permitted there must be sufficient grounds to the 
satisfaction of the magistrate. 53 Cal. 631; 1926 Cal. 786. 

Power to withdraw case instituted by secretary.— 

It is not competent to a municipal committee to with¬ 
draw a complaint duly instituted by the secretary; 2r Mad, 
L. .1. 617, 23 I. C. 507. 

May accept. —The section supposes that the offender is 
willing to compromise and offer terms for the purpose. The 
committee will not be .iustified in demanding penalties for 
the offence. 

230. No judge or magistrate shall be deemed to be a 
party to, or personally interested in, any prosecution for an 
offence punishable under this act or any rule or bye-law, 
or under any other law, within the meaning of Section 556 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, by reason only that he is a 
member of the committee by the order, or under the authority 
of which it has been instituted. 

Notes. 

S. 188 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law. — 

Cf. Explanation to S. 5.)(), Cr. S. 392, Madra.*? City Municipal 
P C- of 1898 Act, 1911). 

S. 513, Bombay Citv Municipal S. 198. Burma Act, III of 1898. 
Act, 1888. 

Case includes appeal. — An -appeal against a conviction 
for an offence under the Municipal Act was preferred to the 
district magistrate who was also chairman of the munici¬ 
pality. All prosecutions were ordinarily instituted under 
the sanction of the chairman. On an application to the 
High Court for a transfer to the court of some other 
magistrate: 
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Held that apart from the question whether there was 
any disqualification under S. 556, Cr. P. C., the ease w^as one 
which it was expedient should be transferred to another 
court. 

S. 556 of the Cr. P. C. renders a magistrate incompe¬ 
tent to try a municipal case if he is the chairman of muni-*' 
eipality. Tlie words “ try the ease’* in that section are com¬ 
prehensive enough to include the hearing of an appeal. 23 
Cal. 44. 

Personal interest of the Municipal Commissioner. — A 

member of a municipal committee who has taken an active 
part in issuing an order under the Punjab Municipal Act is 
disqualified within the meaning of S. 556, Criminal Proce¬ 
dure Code, 1882, from trying as a magistrate a charge 
alleging disobedience of the very order which he assisted in 
promulgating. P. R. 3 of 1895 Cr. ; P. R. 5 of 1896 Cr. Cf. 
also 18 Bom. 442; 1883 A. W. N. 18). 

A municipal councillor reported to the council an 
offence against a conservancy provision whieli came to his 
notice. The council of which he was a member directed 
the prosecution. The councillor also sat on the bench of 
magistrates who tried the offender and convicted him: Held 
that the municipal commissioner was not intei’ested in the 
matter and the proceedings were not illegal. 2 Weir 278. 

Whore a magistrate acting in the capacity of the presi¬ 
dent of octroi sub-committee orders prosecution of a person, 
he is deemed to be personally interested in the case and 
has no jurisdiction to try the case even with the consent of 
the accused. 32 .All. 635; 7 1. C. 291, 

Where a district magistrate is not in any way concern¬ 
ed with a municipality, the mere fact that he received copies 
of proceedings of the municipality in his capacity as official 
head of the district, would not debar him from hearing an 
appeal against the conviction of a serv^ant of the munici¬ 
pality. 

Where, a magistrate in the capacity of president of the 
committee at whose instance the prosecution of a person for 
encroachment is started and who takes part in promoting 
the prosecution by concurring in the sanctioning of the same, 
he is disqualified under S. 556, Cr. P. C., from trying the 
ease by reason of the existence of personal interest over and 
above w'hat might be felt by every municipal commissioner 
in the affairs of the committee. 

It is highly undesirable that the president should try 
the municif^l eases. 42 I. C. 761. 
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Municipal corporation's servant acting as a judge.—A was 

prosecuted for carrying on business in Calcutta without 
having taken out license under Bengal Act, IV of 1876. The 
case was heard by B, a serv^ant of the corporation, and also 
a justice of the peace. A was convicted and sentenced to 
pay a line. On revision it was held that the proceedings and 
ultimate conviction were illegal inasmuch as B being a 
servant of the prosecutor had such an interest as might give 
him a bias in the matter and cK^nseciuently he ought not to 
have sat as a justice of the peace. 7 Cai. 322. See also 10 
Cal. 194. 

as judge. —In a case tlie district magistrate 
was present as chairman of the municipal commissioners 
when the order was passed for the disobedience of which the 
accused was tried and convicted by the same district magis¬ 
trate. The conviction was set aside as illegal. The section 
is rather intended to prevent an objection being raised that 
from the mere fact that the magistrate might happen to be a 
municipal commissioner, he was necessarily disqualified from 
holding a trial in which some municipal matter was involv¬ 
ed. It is a very different thing when, as in the present cuse, 
we find that the magistrate is practically one of the j)rosccu- 
tors and judge. By the common law a judge who has an 
interest in the result of a suit is disqtialilied from acting 
except in case of necessity, w’here no other judge has 
jurisdiction. The law does not measure the amount of 
interest which a judge possesses. If he has any legal 
interest in the decision of the tjuestii'n one way, he is dis¬ 
qualified, no matter how' small the interest may be. 10 ('al. 
1030. 

Disqualification of a member acting as a Magistrate.— 

Where a magistrate, as a member of the district board 
presided at a meeting of the board at which the proposal 
in the commissioner’s letter to support the prosecution was 
adopted and it was resolved that the ptfiice Ikj called in to 
make an enquiry and to proceed against such of the district 
board officials as the result of the enquiry might warrant: 
Held that the magistrate is debarred from trying the 
cases. 1928 Lab. 114; 108 I. O. 271. 

A conviction by a bench of magistrates including a 
salaried officer of the committee was held to Ije bad. 10 Cal. 
194. 



Sec. 


CHAPTER XII. 

Control. 


801 


231. (1) The Commissioner or the Deputy Commisuoner 

within their respective charges, or any official not below the rank 
of Extra Assistant Commissioner authorized in writing by the 
Commissioner in the case of municipalities of the first class or 
the Deputy Commissioner in the case of municipalities of die 
second class or any person empowered by the local Government, 
in this behalf by a general or special order, may— 

(a) enter on, inspect and survey, or cause to be entered 

on, inspected and surveyed, any immovable property 
occupied by any committee or joint committee, or 
wiy work in progress under its direction; 

(b) by order in writing addressed to the secretary call 

for and inspect or cause to be inspected any book 
or document in the possession or under the control 
of any committee or joint committee and the member 
or servant of the committee in possession of such 
book or document shall immediately place such 
book or document at the disposal of the secretary, 
who shall immediately comply with such order and 
shall immediately inform the President of the requisi¬ 
tion. He shall also bring the matter to the notice of 
the committee at its meeting next following; 

(c) by order in writing addressed to the secretary require 

any such committee or joint committee to furnish 
within a specified period such statements, accounts, 
reports and copies of documents relating to the pro¬ 
ceedings or duties of the committee as he may think 
fit to call for; 

(d) inquire generally into the aflFairs of a committee or 

joint committee with a view to ascertaining whether 
a municipality is being satisfactorily administered, 
and for the purposes of such inquiry make use of any 
property of the committee, and of the powers men¬ 
tioned in clauses (a), (b) and (c), and the members, 
officers, and servants of the committee shall render 
such assistance in the inquiry as may be deemed 
necessary. 

Explanation.— Any person so empowered shall be a public 
servant within the meaning of Section 21 of the Indian Penal 
Code. 

(2) The Commissioner or the Deputy Commnsimier may 
record in writing for the consideration of any such committee 
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or joint committee any obsenrationi that he may think proper in 
regard to die proceedings or duties of the committee. 

(3) Evmy committee shall Mibmit such periodical reports 
to the Deputy Commissioner or other authority as the local 
Govemmmtt may direct. 

Notes. 

S. 176 of the old Act. The present section has been sub¬ 
stituted by S, 88 of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933. 

The S. 231 before amendment read as follows:— 

231. (1) The Commissioner of the division or the Deputy 

Commissioner of the district may— 

(а) enter on, inspect and survey, or cause to be entered on, 
inspected and surveyed, any immovable property within 
the limits of the division or district respectively occupied 
by any committee or joint committee, or any work in pro¬ 
gress within those limits under its directions; 

(б) by order in writing call for and inspect any book or docu¬ 
ment in the possession or under the control of any commit¬ 
tee or joint committee having authority within the said 
limits ; 

(c) by order in writing require any such committee or joint 
committee to furaish such statements, accounts, reports and 
copies of documents relating to tlje proceedings or duties 
of the committee as he may think fit to call for; and 

(d) record in writing, for the consideration of any such com¬ 
mittee or joint committee, any observations he may think 
proper in regard to the proceedings or duties of the 
committee. 

(2) Every committee shall submit such periodical reports to 
the Deputy Commissioner or other authority as the local Govern¬ 
ment may direct. 

Afialogous Law: — cipal Act, Til of 1923. 

S. 62, Bengal District Municipal Ss. 46, 47 & 48, Cantonment Act, 
Act, 1884. 11 of 1924. 

S. 545, Bengal Municipal Act, i S. 52. Central Provinces Munici- 
XV of 1932. pal Act. Tl of 1922. 

S. 382, Behar and Ori.ssa Muni- ! S. 41, Madras City Municipal 
cipal Act, 1922. Act, 1919. 

S. 213, Bombay Municix)al Bor- . S. 34, Madras District Municijml 
oughs Act, i925. ; Act, V of 1920 

S. 173, Bombay District Miinici- ■ Ss. 224 & 225, Rangoon City 
pal Act, ni of 1901. Municijml Act, 1922. 

S. 526, Bombay City Municipal Ss. 32 & 33, U. P. Municipalities 
Act, m of 1888 i Act, 1916. 

S. 182, Burma Municipal Act, III ! S 44, Punjab District Board Act, 
of 1898. : 1883. 

Ss 15 & 16, Calcutta City Muni- i 
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Changes introduced by the Amendment Act, III of 1933 

There was no specific provision as to which officer 
was to comply with requisition under clauses (6) and (c). 
The requisition will now be addressed to the secretary. 
There was no limit of time within which the requisition 
was to be complied with. Now the clause requires immediate 
compliance. 

(1) Under clause (2) the powers of deputy commissioners 
and commissioners could be delegated to any person. This 
has been retained. The amendment empowers commissioners 
or deputy commissioners to delegate these powers to any 
official of a certain rank. 

(2) Clause (d) is new. The old clause (d) has been in¬ 
corporated in sub-section 2. This clause enables the officers 
to make enquiries into the affairs of the committees. 
This clause is evidently enacted to meet the objections which 
were urged against the appointment of what is called the 
Dobson Enquiry Committee. 

Control.— This and the following sections provide for 
general control by local Governments over the administration 
of the municipalities. 

232. The Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner may, 
by order in writing, suspend the execution of any resolutimi 
<Mr order of a committee or joint committee, or prohibit the 
doing of any act which is about to be done, or is being done 
in pursuance of or under cover of this Act, or in pursuance of 
any sanction or permission granted by the committee in die 
exercise of its powers under the Act, if, in his opinion, the 
resolution, order or act is in mtcess of the powers conferred by 
law or [contrary to the interests of the public or likely to 
cause waste or damage of municipal funds or property] or the 
executiim of the resolution or order, or the doing of the act, 
U likely to lead to a breach of the peace, [to encourage law> 
l^sness] or to cause injury or annoyance to the public or to 
any class or body of persons.” 


Notes. 


S, 177 of the old Act. 

This section has been substituted by S. 89 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act, III of 1933. This substituted section has 
added the words within brackets to the provision as it existed 
before amendment. 
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Analogous Law ;— 

S. 63, Bengal District Mnniciiial 
Act, 38H4. 

S. 548, Bengal Municipal Act, i 
XV of 1932. i 

S. 383, Behar and Ori^ssa Munici- i 
pal Act, 1922. I 

S. 214, Bombay Municipal Bor- | 
onghs Act, 192-'). 

S. 174, Bomliay District Munici¬ 
pal Act, III of 1901. 

S. 183, Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1898. 


S. 19, Calcutta City Municipal 
Act, Til of 1923. 

S. 51, Cantonment Act, IT of 1924. 

S. 53, Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 44, Madras City Municipal 
Act, 1919. 

S. 36. Madras District Municipal 
Act, V of 192'. 

S. 223, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act, 1922. 

f'. 34. U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


Where any person is aggrieved by any order, sanction 
or resolution of the committee he may move Commissioner 
or jDejppty Corornissioner if such order, sanction or resblution 
Is open to objections contemplated in the section. He has his 
“remedies in a civil court as well, but he cannot move a civil 
to interfere with orders passed under this section and 
fionlirmad under S. 235. 

Remedies of the persons affected by such orders.—Th^ 

orders under S- 232 are execuUve orders, and even if they do 
not strictly fall within the purview of law, no civil court can 
interfere with such orders. Under S. 235, committee is 
called upon to furnish an explanation, but where the 
committee is itself the mover in the matter, committee can¬ 
not be expected to furnish an explanation. The person 
affected may make a representation to higher authorities, but 
tfeere is no specific provision for requiring such explana¬ 
tions from the person affected. 

Body of persons. —This is very vague or probably pur¬ 
posely kept vague. 


Jurisdiction of Civil Courts. —Where a {Mirmission grant¬ 
ed by the committee to erect a temple was cancel led by tlie 
district magistrate purporting to act under S. 232 of the 
Act,^/d tl^t the plaintiff was not entitled to maintain ,.t]bie, 
sui t in a civil court for a declaration to build that temple 
•a^ lnst'{lie order of the district magistrate; held further^, 
tnaf a civil court had no pow’cr to disturb the order of the 
district ina^strate who acted within his jurisdiction and 
w'hose di^er was affirmed by the local (Sovernment under 
S. 235. Cf. 1 r. C. 896 ; 6 All. L. .T. 458. 

Exercise of powers under Section 232.- This ^xtwer can 
only be exercised so long as the matter rests" in the stage of 
rekoilutipn. Contracts are not necessarily rendered 
Tnva'fid' where such eontracds are based upon the resolution 
w’hich has been set aside by the Government. 1926 Mad. 
341; 92 I. C. 311; 50 Mad. L. J. 59. 
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233 (1) In eases of emergency the Deputy Commis¬ 

sioner may provide for the execution of any work, or the doing 
of any act which a committee is empowered to execute or do, 
and the Immediate execution or doing of which is, in his opinion, 
necessary for the service or safety of the public, and may direct 
that the expense of executing the work or of doing the act shall 
be forthwith paid by the committee. 

(2) Should the expense be not so paid, the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner may make an order directing the person having the 
custody of the balance of the municipal fund to pay the expense, 
or so much thereof as may from time to time be possible, from 
that balance, in priority to all other charges against the same. 

Notes. 

S. 178 of the old Act. 

Awlogous Laiv: — 8. yt, Burma Miinici[)al Act, III 

R. fijl, Bengal Municipal Act, XV of JH98. 

of !932. Rs. Central Provinces 

S. 215. Bombay Municipal Miiniciptal Act, 11 of 1922. 

Boroiitflis Act, 1925 R. 37, Madras ])i.strict Municipal 

S. 175, Bombay Oislrict Miinici- Act, V of 1920. 

pal Act, III of 1901. R. 36, IJ- P. Municipalitifts Act, 

1916. 

Scope.— This section empowers Deputy (Commissioners to 
exercisti emergent powers in the interests of public safety. In 
practice, liowever. Deputy Commissioners sometimes at the 
instance of municipalities, exercise jxiwers with which the sec¬ 
tion was never intendexl to arm the Deputy Commissioners. 
This section corresponds to provisions of S. 35 and is 0|Ten to 
the same abuse as 8. 35. Prom the wonling of the section 
it is clear that it applies to cases where some work is to be 
carried out in the interests of public safety. When, however, 
owing to the absence of municipal meetings building applica¬ 
tions cannot be cxvnsidered on merits within the time allowed, 
Deputy (’oinmissiotK'rs can not pass orders refusing such 
applications. 

234. (1) When the Commissioner, after due enquiry, is 

satisfied that a committee of the first class has made default in 
performing any duty imposed upon it by this Act, [or by any 
order or rule under this Act] he may, by an order in writing, fix 
a period for the performance of that duty; and, should it not be 
performed within the period so fixed, he may appoint some per¬ 
son to perform it, and may direct that the expense thereof shall 
be paid within such time as he may fix by the committee. 

(2) Should the expmse be not so paid, the Commissioner 
may make an order directing the person having the custody of 
the balance of the municipal fund to pay the expense, or so 
much thereof as may from time to time be possible from that 
balance, in priority to all other charges against the same. 
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(3) Tbe Deputy Conunisdoner shall have the same powers 
with respect to committees of the second class as are by this sec¬ 
tion confmred uptm the Commusioner with respect to committees 
of the first class. 

Notes. 

S. 179 of the old Act. 

By S. 90 of the Punjab Amendment III of 1933, sub-section 
1 has been substituted for the old sub-section. This substitu¬ 
tion has added the words in brackets. 

Analogous Laivi — cipal Act, III of 1923. 

Ss. 64 & 65, Bengal District : Ss. 49 & 50, Cantonment Act, II 
Municipal Act, 1884. , of 1924. 

S. 549, Bengal Municipal Act, ; S 55, Central Provinces Munici- 

XV of 1932. I pal Act, II of 1922 

S. 384, Behar and Orissa Munici- ' Ss. 23 & 42, Madras City Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1922. I pal Act, <919 

S. 218, Bombay Municipal Bor- ; S. 39, Madras District Municipal 
oughs Act, 1925. I Act, V of 1920. 

S. 178, Bombay Di.strict Munici- ! 226 & 227, Rangoon City 

pal Act, ni of 1901. Municipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 518 & 520, Bombay Citj' S. 35, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

Municipal Act, 111 of 1888. ' 1916. 

S. 185, Burma Municipal Act, m i English Law". — 

of 1898. j Ss. 299 & 300, Public Health Act, 

Sr. 17 & 18, Calcutta City Muni- j 1875. 

Comments.— In cases of non-feasance this is the 
only remedy open to the public. If on representation 
received from the public or from persons aggrieved, 
the officials named are satisfed that the committee 
is committing default in the way contemplated in 
the section, the officials are empowered to secure the perfor¬ 
mance of the duty within a fixed period by ordering the com¬ 
mittee to do the needful and if the duty is not carried out then 
the C<>mmissioner can appoint some person to ix^rform it and 
may fix a period for the performance of the duty and may 
order the recovery of expenses. 

Duties imposed by this Act, etc. — The Government has now 
been empowered hi impose certain duties. When so imposed 
the commissioner will be entitled under this section to compel 
performance of the duty and to fix the time during which the 
duty shall be performed by the committee. Ss 38 ( 2), 39, 41, 
96, 107,123 (1), 125 (4), 142 ( 2), 167, 1.92 (2) are some of 
the sections under which the Government can require the per¬ 
formance of certain duties and when the Government so 
requires, the committees must perform the duties within rea¬ 
sonable time and if default is made the Commissioner on satis¬ 
faction that default has been made can get the duty per¬ 
formed. This power can be exensised in the ease of first class 
municipalities by the Commissioner and by Deputy Com¬ 
missioner in the case of other municipalities. 
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Default. - The word does not necessarily imply moral 
obliquity or breach of contractual obligation. It simply 
means failure or omission to do. It means neglect to do 
what duty or law requires. It also means omission to do 
something which the person concerned is bound to do. 57 
LC. 509; 31 Cal. 901. 

It is within the scope of S. 234 for the Commissioner to 
fix a period for the performance of a particular duty by the 
municipality under S 234 provided that the municipality 
have made a default in performing a duty imposed on them by 
the Act. It is not essential that under sub section (2) the pei'son 
to whom the direction is given must be a municipal servant. 
Cf, 51 Bom. 105; 1927 Bom. 55; 100 1. C. 98. 

235. When the Deputy Commissioner makes any order 
under Section 232, Section 233 or Section 234, he shall forth¬ 
with forward to the Commissioner, and, when the Commissionor 
makes any order under Section 232 or Section 234, be shall 
forthwith forward to the local Government, a copy thereof, with 
a statement of the reasons for making it and with such explana- 
don, if any, as the committee may wish to offer, and the Com> 
miisioner or the local Government, as the case may be, 
may thereupon confirm, modify or rescind the order. 

Notes 

S. 180 of the old Act. 

Analogous Lazo :— : Ss, i8.3 (2) and 184 (3), Burma 

S. 63 (2), Bengal Uiatrict Muni- Municipal Act, III of 1898 
cipal Act, 1884, 53, Cantonment Act, 11 of 1924. 

S. 548 (3), Bengal Municipal Act, S. 44, Madras City Municipal 
XV of 1932. Act, 1919 

S. 214, Bombay Municipal Bor- S. 35 (1), Madras District Muni- 
oughs Act, i925. pal Act. V of 1920. 

S. 174, Bombay District Munici- S. 34, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
pal Act, III of 1901. 1916. 

236. (1) The local Government, and the Commissioners 
and Deputy Commissioners acting under the orders of the local 
Government, shall be bound to require that the proceedings of 
committees shall be in conformity with law and with the roles in 
force under any enactment for the time being applicable to the 
Punjab generally or to~the areas over which the committees have 
authority. 

(2) The local Government may exercise all powers 
necessury for the performance of this duty and may among 
other tihmgs, by cnrder in writing annul or modify any proceed- 
ing which it may consider not to be in conformity with law or 
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widi such rules u aforesaid, [or for the reasons which would in 
its opinion justii^ su order by the Commissioner or Deputy 
Commissioner under Section 232]. 

(3) The Commissioner of the division and the Deputy 
Commusioner may, within their jurisdiction, for the same pur¬ 
pose exercise such powers as may be conferred upon them by 
rule made in this behalf by the local Government. 

Notes. 

S. 181 of the old Act. 

Sub-section (2) has been substituted by S. !)1 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act, III of 193.^. Ry this amendment the words 
in brackets have been added. By this addition local Govern¬ 
ment has also been empowered to exercise powers under 
S. 232. 

237. Notwithstanding anything in this Act, the local 
Government shall have the power of reversing or modifying 
any order of any officer of the local Government passed or pur¬ 
porting to have been passed under this Act, if it considers it 
to be not in accordance with the said Act or the rules or to be 
for any reason inexpedient, and generally for carrying out the 
purposes of this Act the local Government shall exercise over 
its officers and the Commissioner shall exercise over the Deputy 
Commissioner all powers of superintendence, direction and 
control. 

Notes. 

S. 185 of the old Act. 

This section has l)een substituted by 8. !»2 of the Punjab 
Municipal Amendment Act, III of 1933. The section has 
entirely been recast and considerably altered. 

The original S 237 was a.s follows ;— 

237. Notwithstanding anything in thi.s Act, tlie localOfneni- 
ment .shall have and e.xercise over Commis.sioner.<, Deputy Commis¬ 
sioners, and Commissioners shall have and exercise over Deputy 
Commissioners in all matters connect(^(l with this Act the same 
authority and control as they, res|>ecti\ely, have and exercise over 
them in the general an! revenue administration. 

Notes. 

S. 185 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— : S. 192, 'Burma Municipal Act, 

S. 220, Bombay Municipal Bor- j 111 of 1898. 

oughs Ac^, l92b. I S. 58, Central Provinces Munici- 

S. 180, Bombay District Muoici -! pal Act, II of 1922. 
pal Act, III of 1901. 
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238. (1) Sfaouli! a committee be incompetent to pcwform, locafc 

or persistently make desalt in the performance of, the di^es ment ■ 
imposed on it by or undw this m any other Act, or exceed or ^ 

abuse its powers, the local Government may,* Iqr notificar of inc 
tion, in which the reasons for the doing shall 1^ stated, declare tency. 
the committee to be superseded. or° abu 

[ ... ]f powers. 

(2) When a committee is so superseded, the following con- 
sequmices shall oisue:— 

(a) All members of the committee shall, from dio date 
of the notification, vacate their seats. 

(&) All powers and duties of the committee ^ay until 
the committee is reconstituted, be exerds^ and 
performed by such person as the locsJ Govern¬ 
ment may appoint in that behalf. 

(c) All property vested in the committee siwll, until 
the committee is reconstituted, vest in His 
Majesty. 

(3) The Government may, if it shall think fit, at any time 
constitute another committee In the place of any committee 
superseded under this section. 

Notes. 

S. 182 of the old Act. 

Amlogous Lazv: — 1 

S^s 65-6, Bengal District Muni- S. 54, Cantonment Act, II of 
cipal Act, 1884 ! 1924. 

Ss. 550 & 552, Bengal Munici- S. 57, Central Provinces Muni- 
pal Act, XV of 1932. cipal Act, IT of 1922. 

Ss. 385-6, Behar ami Oris.sa S. 41, Madras District Municipal 
Municipal Act, 1922 Act, V of 1920. 

S. 219, Bombay Municipal I S. 228, Rangoon City Municipal 
Boroughs Act, 1925. Act, 1922. 

S. 179, Bombay District Muni- Ss. 30 & 31, U, P Municipalities 
cipal Act, m of 1901. Act, 1916. 

S 187, Burma Municipal Act, | English Law: — 

III of 1898. : S. 299, Public Health Act, 1875. 

Comments.— Under provisions somewhat similar to Ss. 10 
and 238 of the Punjab Act, it has been held in a Madras case 
that the supersession of a municipal committee under S. 238 is 
only a suspension of such body for a limited period and 
such supersession is different from, and has not the effect 
of a dissolution under S. 10. The reconstitution of such a 

• The words “ with the previous approval of tlie Gkwenwr-Gteneral 
in Council ” were repealed by the Devolution Act, Indis* Act, 
XXXVTII of 1920. 

i Proviso was also repealetl under the above Act, 
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committee under S. 238 (3) is the revival of the old cor¬ 
poration and not the creation of a fresh one and all the 
rights and liabilities of the superseded committee will 
devolve on the committee so reconstituted as its rightful 
-successor. 29 Mad. 539. An appeal against the superseded 
committee does not abate and can proceed against the 
reconstituted committee (1894) P. J. P. 444. 

Office appointed under Clause (2;.— He has the same 
right of appeal and can apply to be made a party in place of 
the superseded committee. As regards the powers of such 
officers see 11. C. 388. 

A committee of management appointed under S. 179* 
Bombay Act, III of 1901, is not precluded from exercising the 
power of the municipality under S. 186 (a)t. Procedure is not 
“power and duty”: the exercise of power and duty is the goal, 
procedure is the road by which we reach it. The whole of the 
procedure laid dowm in the Act need not be followed in its 
entirety and it is not verbally incumbent upon any person 
or persons appointed by Government to carry on the func¬ 
tions of the municipality. It is enough that the persons 
who are delegated to do the duties of the municipality carry 
out their functions in a reasonable and equitable manner, 
keeping an eye. as far as possible, on the provisions of the 
Municipal Act, though not being botind by them with the 
same strictness as the elected municipality w’ould be. 1921 
Sindh 125 (2), 80 I. C. 951. 

239. (1) If any dispute, for the decision of which this 

Act does not otherwise provide, arises between two or more 
committees cmutituted under this Act or between any such 
committee and a district board or cantonment authority, the 
matter shall be referred— 

(a) to th» Deputy Commissioner if the local authorities 

concerned are in the same district; 

(b) to the Commissioner or Commissioners of the division 

or divisions if the local authorities concerned are in 
different districts; and 

(r) to the local Government if the local authorities con¬ 
cerned are in different divisions and the Commis¬ 
sioners of the divisions cannot agree. 

(2) The decision of the authority to which any dispute is 
referred under this section shall be final. 

(3) If, in the case mentioned in clause (a), the Deputy 
Commissimiar is a member of one of the committees or boards 


• Cf. Section 238 of the Punjab Act. 

t Ptwer of appointment of executive officer as under S. 3 of 
Executive Officers Act, 
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concerned, his functions under the section shell be discharged 
by the Commissioner. 

Notes. 

S. 183 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— 

S, 66-A, Bengal District Munici¬ 
pal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 88 & 239j Bengal Municipal 
Act, XV of 1932. 

S. 387, Behar and Orissa Muni¬ 
cipal Act, 1922 

S. 188, Burma Municipal Act, 

III of 1898. t 

' ' " ^ i' * 

240. (1) The local Government may frame forms for 

any proceeding of a committee ' [ai^ may make any rules 
consistent with this Act to carry out the purposes thereof and 
in particular and without prejudice to the generality of the fore> 
going power may make rules] — 

(a) with respect to the powers and duties of committees 
in municipalities of the first, and of the second 
class respectively; 

(&) as to the division of municipalities into wards, or of 
the inhabitants into classes, or both; 

(c) as to the number of representatives proper for each 

ward or class; 

(d) as to the qualifications of electors and of candidates 

for election; 

(c) as to the registration of electors; 

(/) as to the nomination of candidates, the time of 
election and the mode of recording votes; 

{gV regulating the procedure for elections under this Act, 
the contribution towards election expenses by 
candidates, the deposit of security by candidates 
and the conditions of forfeiture of such deposits; 

(/t) fixing the term of office of members of committees; 

(/) prescribing the qualifications requisite in the case of 
persons appointed by a committee to offices re¬ 
quiring professional skill; 


I Se. 29 (2) & 60 <1), Central 
I Provinces Municipal Act, II 
i of ]922. 

S. 240, Rangoon City Municipal 
Act 1922. 

S. 325, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
1916. 


^ Substituted for the words “ for which it coasiders that a form 
should he provided, and may make niles consistent with this Act” 
by S. 67 of the Punjab Act, II of 1923. 

* Substituted by S. 93 of Act, in of 1933. 
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(y) M to the priority to be given to the several duties of 
dke committee; 

(k) as to the authority on which money may be paid 
from the municqtal fund, and as to the manage« 
ment and regulation of provident funds established 
nndw Section 43; 

(i) as to the appointment, promotion, suspension, reduc¬ 
tion, fining and dismissal of municipal watchmen; 

(nt) as to the formation amd working of municipal fire- 
brigades; 

M to the procedure to be observed for the employ¬ 
ment, punishment, suspension or removad of 
oflSicers and servamts of the committee and ms to 
appeal from orders of punishment or removad; 

(o) a» to the conditions on which property may be 
aicquired by the committee or on which property 
vested in the committee may be transferred by 
sale, mortga^^e, lease, exchange or otherwise ; 

as to the intermediate olBBce or offices, if any, through 
which correspondence between committees or 
members of committees, and the locad Government 
or officers of that Government shadl pass; 

for the prepauration of plans and estimates for 
works partly or wholly to be constructed at the 
expense of committees, and for the prepauration 
and periodicad revision of maps and registers made 
under sub-section (3) of Section 56 and for the 
anthorities by which and the conditions, subject to 
which such plans, estimates, maps and registers 
are to be prepaured amd sanctioned; 

(gg)* for Ibe regulation of contract with electric supply 
companies for the supply of electric energy; 

(r) for the assessment and collection of, and for the 
compoimding for, refunding or limiting refunds or 
taxes imposed under thb Act, and for preventing 
evasion of the same; amd for fixing the fees payable 
for notices of demands; 


* Substituted for the woi ds “ as to the f>rocedure to be observed 
for the punishment or dismissal of servants f»f the committee, and 
as to appeals from orders of punishment or dismissal ’’ by S. 67 
of the Punjab Act, II of 1923. 

* Substituted by S. 93 (ii) of the Punjab Amendment Act, III 
of 1933. 

* Added by S. 9 of the Punjab Municipal Amendment Act, 
XV of 1926. 
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(j) as to the conditions on which a municipal c<mimittee 
may receive ^[animals or articles] mto a bonded 
warehouse and as to die agreements to be signed 
by traders or others widhiag to deposit * [animals 
or articles] therein; 

(t) as to the accounts to 1^ kept by committees, as to 

the conditions on which such accounts are to lie 
open to inspection by inhabitants paying any tax 
under this Act, as to the manner in which such ac-. 
counts are to be audited and published and as to 
the power of the auditors in respect of dis. 
allowance and surcharge; 

(u) as to the preparation of estimates of income and 

expenditure of committees, and as to the persons 
by whom, smd the conditions subject to which, 
such estimates may be sanctioned; 

(z/) as to the returns, statements and reports to be sub* 
mitted by committees; 

{w) as to the powers to be exercised by Commissioners 
Mid Deputy Commissioners under Section 236^ [and 
the powers to be exercised by such Local Self Govern¬ 
ment Board or 'Inspectorate as the Locvl Government 
may establish"]; 

(.r) as to the language in which business shall be trans¬ 
acted, proceedings recorded and notices isstted; 

( 3 r) as to the publication of notices; 

(xr) to regulate the proceedings of persons empowered to 
accept composition under Section 229 for alleged 
offences; and 

(rr) generally for the guidmice of committees and public 
officers in carrying out the purposes of this Act. 
{ees) *[for the same purposes as those for which a com¬ 
mittee may make bye-laws under the provisions of 
SecUonsSl, 188, 189, 190 or 197.] 

*[(2) Rules under clause (^) of sub-section (i) may, 
among other matters, provide— 

(t) for the definition of the practices at elections held 
uider the provisio is of this Act which are to be 
deemed to be corrupt; 

(it) for the investigation of allegatiotts of corrupt 
practices; 


* Substituted for the word “ goods by S. G7 of the Punjab 
Act, II of 1923. 

* The words in italics are proposed to be added by the new amend¬ 
ment bill published P. 6. Gazette of 2Gth Feb. 1934. 

* Added by S. 93 (m) of Act, III of 1933. 

* The whole clause was substituted by S. 7 of the Punjab Muni¬ 
cipal Amendment Act, 1 of 1925. 
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(Hi) for making void, lUie election of any person proved 
to the satisfaction of the local Government in the 
case of a munieipality of the first class, or of the 
Commissioner in the case of a municipality of the 
second class, to have been guilty of a corrupt 
practice or to have c<mnived at or abetted the 
commission of a corrupt practice or whose agent 
has been so proved guilty, or the result of whose 
election has been materially affected by the breach 
of smy law or rule for the time being in force; 

(iv) for rendering incapable of municipal office either per¬ 

manently or for a term of years any person who may 
have been proved guilty as aforesaid of a corrupt 
practice or of conniving at or abetting the same; 

(v) for prescribing the authority by which questions 

relating to the matters referred to'in clauses (d), (e) 
and (/) of sub-section (1) shall be determined; 
and 

{vi) for authorizing courts to take cognizance of the 
breach of any such rules on the complaint of the 
E>eputy Commissioner or some person authorized in 
writing by the Deputy Commissioner.] 

.(.3). The Municipal Account Code at present in operation 
in the municipalities of the Province shall be deemed to have 
been made in pursuance of tbe powers conferred upon Govern¬ 
ment by sub-section (1) of this section. 

(4) In making rules under clauses (d) to (g), both 
inclosHre, and^ [clauses (;>0 and (;-)] of sub-section (1), the 
local Government may direct that a breach of ayn provision 
hereof shall be punished with fine which may extend to ^ [five 
hundred] rupees. 

(5) All mlm made under this Act shall be subject to 
previous publication. 

(6) A rule under this section may be general for all 
municipalities or for. all. municipalities not expressly excepted 
from its operation or may be special for the whole or any part 
of fmy one or more municipalities as the local Government 
directs. 

^[(7) Notwithstamling anything hereinbefore contained 
the lo^ Government shall not make rules under clause (r.;.::) 
of sub-section (1) for a municipality unless the committee has 


' The words within brackets were substituted for the word, 
bracket and letter “clause (r) ” 

Substituted for ttie words “ fifty.” 

•Added by S. 93 of the Punjab Amendment Act, III of 1933, 
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been reqtwed bsr the local Goverammt to make bye-laws 
under Section 31, Section 188, Section 189, Section 190 or 
Section 197 and has failed to make any such bye-laws', or 
having made them has failc^d to obtain their confirmation by 
the local Government as required by sub-section (1) of Section 
;^01 within nitte months of the date of the ordcnr of the local 
Government requiring them to be made, and any rules made 
by the local Government under clause (sss) of sub-section 
(1) shall have effect as if they were, and shall be deemed for 
all purposes to be, bye-lawa made by the committee.**] 


Notes. 

Sections 184, 187 (5) and 189 of the old Act. 

The section was amended in 1923 and 1925. These are 
indicated in the foot-notes. 

Clauses (qq) and have been added w’hile clauses 

(<j) and ((/) have l)een substituted by S. 93 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act, III of 1933. 


The committees are emi)o\vered to frame bye-laws 
under Ss. 31, 188, 189,190 or S. 197 and the Government 
has power to enjoin the committees to frame bye-laws. 
If the committee fails to frame such bye-laws on requisition 
the local Government will make rules under S. 240 to 
deal with matters w’hich w'ere to be regulated by those 
sections. Such rules when framed by Government shall be 
deemed to Ihj byo-laws framed by committees. 


Analogous Law: — 

Ss. 15 & (»9, Bengal District 
Municipal Act, 1884. 

Ss. 20, 44, 65, 7G, 122 & 215, 
Bengal Municipal Act, XV of 
1932 

Ss. 18, 19, 81 & 163, Behar and 
Orissa Municipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 10 (c), 208 & 240 (u , Bombay 
Municipal Boroughs Act, 1925. 

Ss. 11 (c),46 (c), 188 & 169-172, 
Bombay District Municipal 
Act, niof 190!. 

S. 29, Boml>ay City Municipal 
Act, III of 1888. 

Ss. 189-191 & 193, Burma Muni¬ 
cipal Act, m of 1898 


Ss. 30, 483 & 484, Calcutta City 
Municipal Act, III of 1923. 

Ss. 26-31, Cantonment Act, II of 
1924. 

Ss. 13, 17 f 6), 71, 76, 85 & 175-7, 
Central Provinces Municipal 
Act, TI of 1922. 

Ss. i>9, 347, 349 (21& 348, Madras 
City Municipal Act, 1919. 

Ss. 43-50 & 303, Madiws District 
Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 233 & 235, Rangoon City 
Municipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 11,12, 95, 127 (k) & (o), 153, 
279 tfc 300, U. P. Municipali¬ 
ties Act, 1916. 


Rule-making power is what is called subordinate legisla¬ 
tion and its excessive use has been strongly protested against 
in certain quarters. See article on law-makir^ power by 
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Government departments in the " Law Journal,” December 
18, 1926. 

Principle of ultra vire*. - This principle is applicable to 
rules—S’ffr 3l. I. C. 924. Before a rule framed by any 
authorities empowered to make rules is declared ultra vires, 
the court must be saiisQed not only that it had no power to 
act under the power under which it purported to act but also 
that it had no power to act at all under any law to act 
as it did. 18 Mad. 236; 1924 Mad. 92; 1925 Nag. 393. 

Election Rules—Preliminary.— “In every civilised state 
where freedom prevails, the conduct of affairs, as well in the 
community at large as in the many subordinate institutions 
which exist within it, is practically in the hands of majorities, 
and accordingly the right of vote, the conditions under which 
that right can be exercised, the proportional value of each 
vote, the qualification of the voters, and of the representa¬ 
tives for whom they vote, the registration of the voters, the 
safeguards against an improper exercise of the franchise, the 
regulations under which elections are held, corrected, or set 
aside, the penalties imposed on those who abuse the system, 
and above all, the nature of the tribunals to whom the 
decision of all these matters is committed—all these things 
must, or ought to be, of vital importance to every thoughtful 
citizen.” Halsbury’s “ Laws,” Vol. XII, p. 135. 

Interpretation of statutes conferring powers for certain 
purposes. —The general principle of interpretation of statutes 
requires that in absence of anything to the contrary in the 
context or otherwise a power being given for effectuating a 
purpose may be exercised not only once but as often as may 
be necessary for effectuating such purjoses. 1927 Mad. 22, 
99 I. C. 18. 

Rule 45 of the Punjab Election Rules, 1930, makes the 
decision of the local Government final if questions arise as 
to the interpretation of the rules regarding the conduct of 
elections formulated by the Government under the Municipal 
Act, and therefore where the question raised does not relate 
to the interpretation of any of the rules framed by the 
Government but relates to the application of a specific 
provision of the Act, jurisdiction of the civil courts is not 
oust^. The Government by constituting itself the final 
tribunal in interpreting the rules made by it cannot, though 
^e rules form part of the Act, reserve to itself the exclusive 
right to interpret the specific provisions of the Act, thus 
ousting the jurisdiction of the civil courts. Cf. 105 I. C. 364, 
1927 Mad. 971. 
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Clause (a),—The following municipalities belong to the 
first class:— 

Amritsar, Delhi, Dalhousie, Dharamsaia, Lahore, Multan, 
Murree, Sialkote and Simla. 

Clauses (&) to {d), —These matters are prescribed by 
rules applicable to each municipality. 

Preparation of electicm roll—Qualifications of voters and 

nndidates, —Excluding nominated members, all other 
members are elected by voters who are enrolled in the 
Municipal Election Roll. Detailed provisions are made in 
the general election rules applicable to all municipalities 
regarding the preparation of this election roll while 
qualifications of voters and candidates are prescribed by elec¬ 
tion rules separately made for each municipality. Generally 
every male person who has attained the age of 21 years and 
who pays a qualifying tax, or owns immovable property of a 
certain value or occupies a house of certain rental and who 
has resided in the municipality for certain period are 
qualified to vote. Some municipalities also prescribe an 
educational qualification as entitling a person to vote. 
Persons not possessing the above (qualifications are also 
entitled to vote if they are in receipt of certain income as 
laid down in the rules. As regards candidates they must be 
entitled to vote before they can be elected and no person is 
entitled to vote unless he is enrolled. 

The qualifications for a candidate are somewhat higher 
than those for voters. A person who is in fact enrolled 
though not legally entitled to be so, is nevertheless entitled to 
vote; Flintham V. Roxburgh, (1886) 17 Q. B. D. 44. A person 
may possess the necessary personal and property qualifica¬ 
tions, but he will not be entitled to vote at an election unless 
his name appears in one or other of the lists of electors 
which are prepared, revised and published every year. 

Rules for the preparation of electoral roll — Revisin^r 
Authority—and Waiting Board. - The rules under Madras 
District Municipalities Act consist of two distinct parts: first, 
referring to the revising authority, the second to the Waiting 
Board. The members in waiting are not included in the 
revising authority which body shall consist of certain three 
persons, none of them being a member in waiting. The 
second part of the rule provides that certain persons may be 
appointed to the Waiting Board to take the place of any 
member of the Revising authority. The fact that he takes 
the latter’s place does not alter his status and convert him 
into a regular member. A v\raiting Board is intended to be 
a reserve and can never become anything more than such re¬ 
serve. Its members are outside the board and they are to be 
called out in emergencies to afct temporarily as subatitutos. 



8l8 


t^'ec. 240 

The Collector originally nominated three persons as 
members of a Revising Board; he also appointed certain 
memberjs in waiting. On one of the nominated members de¬ 
clining to serve, the Collector nominated another person in 
his place. It was contended that when a nominated member 
refused to serve, it was a member in waiting that should 
have stepped into his place: 

Heldj that under rule 6 there could not be a proper 
Revising Boax^ of two members and in appointing the third, 
the Collector was perfectly right. 

Where the chairman of a Revising Board has a personal 
interest and bias in the result of a person's name being 
included in the electoral roll, the chairman is disqualified 
from adjudicating upt)n the claim of that person; but that 
person, aware of the objection of interest, cannot take the 
chance of a decision in his favour and afterwards raise the 
objection. 

A final decision ought not to be pronounced in a ease in 
which the members of the Revising Board differ until by 
conference and discussion of the points in difference they 
have endeavoured to arrive at a unanimous judgment. Cf. 53 
Mad. 693; 1930 Mad. 25S; 30 Mad. L J. 622. 

Inclusion of name in Electoral Roll —If an objection is 
made that a person whose name is included in the 
electoral roll is not an assessee then all the revising 
authority can enquire into is the fact whether he has 
been assessed. The question whether the assessee has been 
illegally or improperly assessed is a matter which does 
not lie within the scope of the revising authority. 1932 
Mad. 171,136 I. C. 319. 

Under the Municipal Act, and the rules framed under 
it the Magistrate appointed under rule 9 for this purpose is 
persona designata and not merely a selected memter of the 
court and chosen to represent it and therefore the High 
Court has no jurisdiction to entertain a revision against his 
order. 1927 Mad. 93; 99 I. C. 148, 

Qualification of a voter.— Where the payment of income- 
tax is a necessary qualification for a voter, a person whose 
income is below the taxable minimum but who submits to 
the levy of the income-tax does not thereby acquire the 
statutory qualification as a voter. 10 I. C. 43, 38 Cal. 501. 

Under S. 10-A of the Madras District Municipalities 
Act and rule 6 of the rules framed under S. 250 a person 
is disqualified from being appointed or elected a councillor 
if, before his election he is convicted of an offence which, in 
the opinion of the local Ooveihment, disqualifies him from 
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being a councillor even though such opinion of the local 
Government is arrived at after the election. 

The refusal by Governor in Council to remove a c6un« 
cillor under S. J9* for such conviction is no bar where such 
councillor is subsequently re-elected to the invalidation ctf 
the election on the ground of such conviction. 30 Mad. 113. 

Where the income of both the father and the son is 
assessed to income-tax, both were held qualified to vote 
under clause (2) of S. 15 of the Bengal Municipal Act. 
The fact that they are living as members of a Hindu joint 
family and their income is assessed jointly does not take 
away the right of the son to vote. 

A son who is occupying a building belonging to his 
father and is living there as the son of his father and not 
as an owner is not a person qualified to vote. Cf. 70 I. C. 
154. 

Joint family —Right of individual members. —Where a 
person in receipt of certain income is entitled to vote under 
rules 12, 14 & 15 and the Explanation to the rule provides 
that for purposes of the rules the manager of a joint Hindu 
family shall be deemed to be the person in receipt of 
joint family income: Held that Explanation is not a disabling 
provision but only applies where the total income of a joint 
Hindu family exceeds lis. 120 but the income of the indivi¬ 
dual members is less than that amount In such a case the 
legislature intended to provide that the manager of a joint 
Hindu family alone should have a vote in a quasi representa¬ 
tive capacity on behalf of the family. Where a member of a 
joint Hindu family is clearly a person in receipt of the annual 
income of not less than Rs, 120 he is entitled to vote. It 
matters not whether such person pays in or does not pay in 
his income or part thereof to the joint family fund. He 
is clearly entitled to vote. Cf. 1926 Nag. GG, 88 I. 0. 480. 

Note.— Under the rule any person coul<l be a voter who 
was in receipt of an annual income of not less than Rs. 120, 
and for the pur|)nse of the rule the memlier of a joint Hindu 
family was deemed to bo in receipt of the joint family income. 

Hindu joint family or association should be represented 
by an individual of that family or association and not by a 
stranger. 15 I. C. 441 ; 39 Cal. 754. 

Residence. — The rules usually require a residence for 
twelve months preceding the date fixed for preparation of 
electoral roll. Under local Government Act, 1894, a similar 


Cf. S. 16 of the Punjab Act. 
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residence is required, and in the interpretation of the pro¬ 
visions of that Act it has been held that the word “ resi¬ 
dence ** must be determined with reference to the purpose 
of the statute in which it is used: Blackwell v. England^ 
(1858) 27 L. J. Q. B. 124. In the text it appears to mean a 
personal dwelling within the union, as distinguished from 
the mere occupation of properly. See R. v. Bredwardine, 
(1920) I K. B. 47; 83 J. P. 269. For some purposes a 
person may have more than one residence; thus he may have 
houses in different places, each of which may be called his 
residence: Walcot Boy field, (lv^*54) 18 Jur. 570; 1 Kay, 
534; and for purposes of this Act a man can reside in more 
than one place. Stanford v IVilliatns, {1S99) 80L. T.490;15 
T. L. R. 316. 

Further, the residence must be during the whole of the 
twelve months preceding the election. This provision 
resembles that in the Municipal Coroporations Act, 1882, 
S. 9 (now repealed), and as but for the passing of the 4S 
and 49 Viet. e. 9 the letting of a house furnished for any 
part of the twelve months disfjualified a person from being 
a burgess, so any similar letting would disqualify a person 
from being elected or l)cing a guardian, if his only qualifica¬ 
tion is residence But a mere temporary absence with 
intention to return, and a right to return at any time, does 
not defeat a qualification by residence. Stanford v. Williams, 
supra. 

Finality of voters list—Rule 12 (3) of Election Rules made 
under Section 240.— In \’iew of the provisions contained in 
Rule 12 (3) made under S. 240 it is manifest that the elec¬ 
tion of a member of a municipal board cannot now be ques¬ 
tioned on the ground that he was ni't (lualified to be a voter, 
or, in other w'ords, that his name had w'rongly found place 
on the list of electors passed by the revising authority and 
finally accepted by the district magistrate. Cf. 1931 All, 26. 

Disqualifications. — The General Klection Rules prescribe 
certain disqualifications w’^hich prevent a voter from becom¬ 
ing candidate for membership. These are laid down in rule 
2 of General Election Rules published in Punjab Government 
Notification No 17877, dated 2'jth September 1917. as amend¬ 
ed by No. 10150, dated 24th March f923. As regards con¬ 
tracts disqualifying a person see Notes under S. 48l 

A person who is disqualified under S. 48 of the Act is 
ipso facto disqualified for election as a member. 

A person who held and still holds an office of profit under 
the committee, such as teachership, is not qualified to be elec¬ 
ted a member, Cf. 47 I, C, 169. 
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Electioii. —Rule 27' of Rangoon Election Rules clearly 
contemplates disqualification for nomination as well as election 
and consequently an objection as to the validity of nomina¬ 
tion upon the ground of disqualification if not brought under 
rule 27, it is not open to the objector to bring it under^ 
rule 53. High Court can in a suitable ease issue a mandamus 
on the officer holding inquiry under rule 54, to forbear from 
doing so. 193L Rang. 326. 

Discharged Insolvent. —Where an insolvent is discharged 
as an insolvent under Act 14 of 1882 immediately upon the 
granting of the application for adjudication, in considering 
the status for such person subsequently and for the purposes 
of qualifications for standing as a candidate, it is not requi¬ 
site for the Court to consider the effect of the various sections 
in Act III of 1907. 1932 All. 58. 

The discharge in this case was under the C. P. Code, 
1882; the provisions of the later Act, are not applicable. 1932 
All. 58. 

Words “ irregularity in election proceedings *’ do not 
cover the election of a disqualified candidate. 1931 Rang. 326. 

A disqualification under S. 49 Madras District Municipal 
Act, 1920 can be made a ground for a petition before an 
Election Court impugning an election and so the Election 
Commissioner has the jurisdiction to inquire into the objec¬ 
tion of such a nature. 1933 Mad. 133. 

S. 15’ of the Bengal Act, III of 1884. authorises the local 
Government to frame rules in all matters necessary to the 
pro])er conduct of elections. In view of the Explanation to 
S. 15 it might be possibly said that it is open to the local 
Government subject to the provisions of S. 14* to provide 
by rule that entry in the register of voters shall be itself 
a sufficient qualification. But in the ease of persons possess¬ 
ing the qualification required by the proviso to S. 15 or 
the rules framed under such section, entry in the register 
to be regarded tiol so much as in itself a qualification but as 
the evidence upon which the polling officer must proceed. 
For this purpose the register is conclusive, and if the result 
is that a duly qualified person finds himself debarred from 
voting, the conclusion to be drawn is not that Government 
by rule has improperly deprived him of his rights, but that 
he himself has failed to furnish the necessary evidence of his 
title. The proviso to rule 11 applies not only to the rectifica¬ 
tion of the register for the purposes of bye-elections but also 


• Cf. Rule 21 of the Punjab Election Rules. 

• Cf. S. 240 (1) clauses (o) to (gr). 

• (7/. S, 12 of the Punjab Act. 
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to general elections. Subject to this interpretation of the 
provisb to rule ll both rules 6 and 11 are Mra vires^ 

A suit for declaration that plaintiff is a qualified voter 
is cognizable by a civil court. 

Where tlie chairman of a municipality has acted in con¬ 
travention of the rules, a suit for declaration that plaintiff is 
a qualified voter and for mandatory injunction against the 
chairman to enter the plaintiff’s name in the register of 
voters lies in a civil court. 1921 Cal. 85; 57 I. C. 9CK). 

Cl«v»es (d) to (flr).— The whole system of election is 
governed by rules made by Government under these clauses. 
Some of the judicial decisions dealing with election disputes 
are noted below under different heads. 

Validity of election rules.— On the construction of a 
corresponding provision in the U. P. Municipalities Act it 
was contended that the Government has no power to make 
rules regulating matters after the election and that Govern¬ 
ment has no power to regulate the hearing of petitions 
questioning the validity of elections. It was held that the 
words are wide enough to permit local Government to frame 
rules connected with election whether before or after the 
recording of votes and the declaration of the poll and that 
it was within the powers of Government to frame rules pro¬ 
viding for the decision of questions relating to the validity of 
election. 21 I. C. 57.5; 35 All. 578. 

Under a clause similar to S. 240 it has been held by 
Sadashiv Aiyer, J., that the Governor in Council has no 
power to make rules ousting the jurisdiction of the civil 
courts in the matter of enquiring into the validity or other¬ 
wise of elections relegating those matters to a special tribunal 
established for the purpose; while per contra it has been 
held that the Governor in Council has the power of making 
rules to provide for the whole scheme of elections and for 
the conduct of enquiries into complaints and objections to 
elections held or about to be held as well as into objections to 
the list of voters and such rules have the effect of taking 
away from the jurisdiction of civil courts the responsibili¬ 
ties of these matters. 59 I. C. 245. 

The validity of rules made by the Governor acting with 
his ministers under S. 176 (2), C P. Municipalities Act, con¬ 
ferring jurisdiction on judges of civil courts as civil courts 
to decide election disputes cannot under S. 52-B, Government 
of India Act (1919) be questioned in any legal proceedings 
on the ground that they do not relate to a transferred sub¬ 
ject, but are included in the provincial subject of administra¬ 
tion of justice which is a reserved subject. Cf. 1931 Nag. 82. 
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Validity of Election Rules—Doctrine of ultra vires.— Sefore 
a rule framed by a rule-making authority is declared ultra 
vires the court must be satisfied not only that it had no 
power to act under the pow'er under which it purported Jto 
axjt, but also that it had no power at all under any law to so 
act. If power can be found elsewhere than the section quot¬ 
ed, the rule will be referred to that power and held not to be 
ultra vires. 1924 Mad. 92; 45 Mad. L. J. 156; 76 I. C. 212. 

Validity of Election Rules - Ouster of jurisdiction of Civil 
Courts. —Local bodies being creatures of the statute and that 
statute having given power to the Go\'ernment to frame rules 
for the purpose of working the Act it is perfectly open to 
the Government to create a forum for the purpose of deciding 
disputes as to election directed to be carried out under the 
provisions of the Act. Where the Government in passing 
the Local Boards Act has n<’»t taken away any rights which 
had previously vested in the public, restrictions could be 
imposed by the Government acting on the rule-making power 
by an enactment which creates new rights so long as the 
rules are not repugnant to any of Ihe provisions of the Act. 
If power is given to make rules by the Act the fact that the 
Government purports to make rules under one section rather 
than another w'ould not be a ground for holding that the rules 
are ultra vires. If the rule is valid the Government has 
power to declare what shall be the nature and scope of the 
enquiry; 47 Mad. 325; 1924 Mad. 523; 78 I. C. 91. (Opinion 
of Sadashiv Iyer, J., expressed in 50 I. C. 245 disapproved.) 
See also 1933 Nag. 193. 

Jurisdiction of local Government to create Special Tri¬ 
bunals and to oust jurisdiction of Civil Courts. —The words to 
make laws for the peace and good Government of the terri¬ 
tories for the time being constituting that province ** in S. 79 
of the Government of India Act 1919 are very wide and include 
a power to direct that disputes of a particular kind shall be 
decided in a particular way and before a tribunal specially 
created for the purpose. 

The term “ Civil Courts” used in the Letters Patent, 
clause 11, does not cover a tribunal created under a particular 
statute for a particular purpose, e. <j., a court created under 
the U. P. Municipalities Act. 

A poveer of reference is not a modified form of appellate 
jurisdiction. A right of appeal is a right conferred on the 
suitor. A power of reference is a power vested in ihe court. 
11 lies in the sole discretion of the court to exercise or not 
to exercise it. An appeal pre-supposes a decree or order 
already passed against which the appeal is directed. The 
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power of reference is exercised while the ^ase is still pending 
in order to enable the court to arrive at a correct decision. 
A court to whom a reference can be made is not necessarily 
authorised to hear appeals from the court making a 
reference. 

The whole scheme of the Act and election rules clearly 
implies an intention that election of any person as a 
member of the board shall only be challenged by an election 
petition presented in accordance with rules under the Act 
and no suit lies in civil court to challenge the same. Cf. 
47 All. 513; 1925 All. 380. 

Validity of Register. —Where the name of a candidate is 
not clearly recorded in the register of voters and was correct¬ 
ed at the revision no objection can be taken to the election 
of such a candidate on the ground that the name of the can¬ 
didate ought not to appear on the electoral poll. The validity 
of the registers cannot be questioned bv election petition. 
Cf. 85 I. C. 322; 47 Mad. L. J. 795; 1925“^Mad. 1(50. 

Dates for Election. —Rules providing for fixing of dates 
for election are not mandatory but only directory and if the 
election for some reasons cannot be held at the dates indicat¬ 
ed in the absence of any specific provision to the contrary it 
will not be illegal to fix some other dates for election, 1927 
Mad. 22; 99 I. C. 18. 

Where power vests in local Government for fixing fresh 
dates for election bn the happening of a contingency the local 
Government has power to fix a series of fresh dates from 
time to time or as the occasion may require. 1927 Mad. 22; 
99 I. C. 1^. 

Nomination.— Nomination paper should be self-contained 
and complete and should contain all the matters which are 
specified in the rules, one of them being the name and des¬ 
cription of the candidate. If more than one nomination 
paper is submitted each must be complete in itself and defects 
of one paper cannot be made up from the entries of another. 

A nomination paper which omits the name of the candidate 
or his description is not valid. Omission cannot be supplied 
by a separate letter accompanying the nomination paper. 
Cf. 48 I. C. 314. 

If there is a mistake in the form of the nomination 

g ipers, the nomination itself could not be rendered invalid. 

ee Marion v. Gorrillf 23 Q. B. D. 139. A candidate whose 
nomination is invalid cannot, of course, be elected even 
although he received a majority of votes: Brown v. Penn 
53 J. P. 167. If a qualified candidate and an unqualified one 
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be aonunated for one seat and the latter be elected, the court 
in setting aside the election will not treat the votes given as 
thrown away and declare the former elected. There must 
be a rresh election. Hobbs v. Morey. (1904) 1KB 74- 
Boyce v. mate, (1905) 92 L T. 240. ^ • o. 


^ Nomination paper—Improper rejection. —Where the re¬ 
jection 01 the nomination paper on the ground that it did 
not give the number of the ward for which the candidates 
decided to stand; and in the other case on the ground that 
the thumb mark of the seconder of the candidate has not 
been attested: //e/rf, the rejection of the nomination paper 

was not in law justified. 47 Mad. 585; 1923 Mad 475- 
Mad. L. J. 23. xau. 40 


+ 1 . ^!*r*"****°r"o question whether 

the addition of Rai Bahadur’s title to the applicant’s name 

was a sufficient description within the meaning of election 
rules was kept open. Cf. 48 I. C. 73o, 22 C. W. N. 951. 

Rejection of nomination of a candidate not on the new 
Electoral Roll. -The president of a Union Panchavat issued 
a notice for the election to be held, and fixed a day for nomi¬ 
nations. On the same day a new election roll was" published 
which omitted the name of the petitioner apparently on the 
ground that he had not paid his taxes. Tlie date for the 
scrutiny of nominations was fixed a few days later. On that 
day, the President scrutinized the nominations on the footing 
of the new electoral roll, and rejected the fietitiimer’s nomu 
nation as he was not on thi; electoral roll; 


Held, t lat the decision of the president was a minister¬ 
ial act and not a judicial one. And even if it be held that 
his act in rejecting the nomination was judicial, still his act 
was in accordance with rules and there was no fault to find 
with it. There was no ground, therefore, for the issue of a 
writ of certiorari. The petitioner’s remedy was bv wav of 
election petition. 192S Mad. 1271; 50 Mad. L. ,T. 162. ^ 

Nomination paper — Signature of proposer and approver_ 

What is contemplated by rule 2 of Schedule V of the Cal¬ 
cutta Municipal Act is that a nomination paper should be 
self-contained and complete and that the nomination paper 
which is presented by the candidate must contain all the 
matters which are specified in the rule, one of them being 
the description of the candidate. ® 


It is clear from the wording of clause (rf) of the rule 
that if a person signs the nomination paper of a candidate, 
either as proposer or seconder, he cannot also sign it as an 
approver. 
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The name of a firm which is not the signature of an in¬ 
dividual voter is not a go<'>d signature of an approver under 
clause {d) of the rule. 

The intention of the rule is that a nomination paper in 
order to be valid should, among other matters, contain the 
name of the candidate, and the names of the proposer and 
seconder, and tiien the names of the approvers. 

Pkr AVoftmmFF, .7.—Under rule 2 of Schedule V of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act alternitive nomination papers may 
be sent to the chairman, so that if one is held, either in 
whole or in part, to be invalid, the other may be used. In 
such case, however, each nomination paj)er should be com¬ 
plete in itself, 

A candidate may send in a nomination paper with names 
of more than 18 voters as mentioned in the rule, in order 
to meet the case of possible objections to any of the voters 
whose names appear upon the paj'or. In such case, more 
than one nomination paper may l>e used but the papers muvst 
be connected by placing on eacli paper the name, description 
and address of the candidate as appearing in the first 
paper. 48 I. C. 314; 46 Cal. llfi. 

Election order revisable.— In cases of gross miscarriage 
of justice, the High Court, as the court of supervision, 
would have power to revise the lowtm court’s order on an 
election petition. Though the statutory tribunal to give a final 
decision with regard to the election may be the lower court, 
still if the High Court sliould find on revision that, by reason 
of any misdirection of itself or misconstruction of any im¬ 
portant provision of law or rule, the decision of the lower 
court has been a decision on a basis dilferent from that con¬ 
templated by the statutory provisions, then the High (7oux't 
W’ould, apart altogether from any <piestion of jurisdiction or 
material irregularity affecting il. have the power- to revise- (he 
order. 1927 Mad. 93.5. 

Rale as to reception of nomination paper by president not 
mandatory. — The provision with regard to the presidemt and 
not the vice-president being an autliorit.v. for tlie purpose of 
presenting nomination papers and scrutinizing then), cannot 
be regarded as mandatory, and any infringement of the pro 
vision can only he an irregularity which would he available 
for setting aside the election only if and when it sliould he 
made out that such irregularity affected the result of the 
election. 1927 Mad. 935. 

Civil suit where nomination improperly rejected.— The 

general right of being nominated to stand as a candidate for 
municipal election is a legal character, this legal character is 
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itself the creation of a speciiie statute, the Madras District 
Municipalities Act of 1920; and it is settled law that where 
a statute itself sets up a proper tri bunal for trjing cases of 
the infringement of the riglit to such a legal character and 
that tribunal has functioned judicially, the civil court will 
have no jurisdiction. The local Government is the final ^ 
arbiter for deciding what the rules mean, and the civil court 
cannot ordinarily be asked to decide whether the local 
Government's interpretation of its own rules is right or 
wrong. But where the proper tribunal has declined juris¬ 
diction and the aggrieved party is thus bereft of his statutory 
and constitutional remedy it is the province of the civil court 
of equity, to fill the vacuum created and to exercise the 
jurisdiction which the proper tribunal has failed to exercise. 
It cannot be admitted that the order of the chairman in the 
matter of interpretation of the rules is absolutely final. The 
correct principle is that when a duly constituted tribunal has 
refused to try the question of the right of a party to the 
legal character of one entitled to be nominated to stand as 
candidate for an election, and th<‘re is no other remedy avail¬ 
able, the ordinary civil court has jurisdiction to entertain a 
suit for that relief and the right to grant proper temporary 
injunction restraining matters in status quo ante until the 
suit is tried. Whore the election has taken pla^the remedy 
of the candidate whose nomination paner has iSHn wrongly 
rejected by the chairman is to file election petition to the 
proper tribunal appointed under the rules but not a civil 
suit he can not restrain the elected candidate from doing his 
duties as a commissioner. 47 Mad. 5So; 1923 Mad. 47o; 45 
Mad. L. J. 23; 73 1.0. 619. 

Suit for damages for improper rejection of a nomination 
paper; liability of Board. - if a man entitled to vote or to be a 
candidate at an election is wrongftjliy deprived of that right, 
an action for damages lies agiinst the person so depriving him. 
(i Smith’s** Leading Oa-^es ” 295 foil.) But if the act by 
which the right is interfered witli is an act done in a judicial 
capacity no action lies unless the act is done nialicioiisly which 
in this context really means dishonesty. 1923 Mad. 475; 
45 Mad. L. J. 23; 73 1 C. 619. 

If any duly <iualilied citizen or person entitled to be upon 
the electoral ridl of any constituency is omitted from such roll 
so as to be deprived of his right to vote and so as to give the 
the returning ollicer an adequate ground for refusing him the 
right to vote on election day when the matter has to be decided 
summarily, and that refusal or omission from the roll, as the 
ease may * be, turns out on investigation to be wrongful, he 
has suffered a legal wrong; he has been deprived of a right 
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recognized by law, and he has against the person so depriving 
him a rem edy by what has always been called ** an action on 
the case ’* for nominal damages for the right that he has lost, 
which may, at the discretion of the court be punitive or 
exemplary as the conduct is the result of some malicious and 
wicked intention; and also for any pecuniary expense to which 
he may have been reasonably put as a result of the wrong 
done, for example, efforts to replace his name on the roll. 

Where such an action is brought against a municipal 
board tlie complaint being that the list of candidates had been 
so tampered with as to depriv'e the plaintiff of his right to offer 
himself as a candidate, the question of the corporate liability 
of the board and the individual liability of its officers or 
servants must be determined according to tlie general law of 
principal and agent* 44 All. 202; 1922 All. 1. 

Subscribing of nomination paper.— In respect of a single 
vacancy to represent a constituency there were three candi¬ 
dates for an election, the plaintiff and defendant being two 
of them. After defendant’s nomination papers w’as hied 
three nomination papers proposing the plaintiff w’ere filed. 
Out of these one was rejected as the proposer had also sub- 
bribed the earlier nomination paper of defendant No. 2. 
The second was rejected because the seconder had as pro¬ 
poser subscribed the nomination paper of defcn.iant No. j. 
Xhe third was also rejected on the ground that the same voter 
who had subscribed as proposer of plaintiff’s second nomi¬ 
nation paper had also subscribed as proposer of third nomi¬ 
nation paper. The president txsing of opinion that the 
moment the voter subscribed paper No. 2 his right became 
completely exhausted and he had no further right to sign his 
name on any subsequent nomination paper. Plaintiff sued 
for a declaration that he was validly nominated and for an 
injunction restraining the president from holding an election: 

Heldf that w'here the rules enact that no voter shall be at 
liberty to nominate more candidates than there are vacancies, 
what is sought to be prevented is that no voter shall nominate 
a larger number of candidates than there are vacancies and 
not that a voter shall be forbidden from subscribing more 
than one nomination paper in favour of the same candidate. 
There was but one vacancy and the voter put forward but 
one candidate. 1929 Mad. 607; 118 I. C. 780. 

Nomination papers to be signed by candidates.— Signature 
of the candidate on such iK)mination papers is essential. An 
authorized agent cannot sign on his behalf. 1926 Mad. 319* 
92 h C. 119. 
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OmissuHi of tii« OMne of a candidate from Uct of valid 
nominations pubUsbed in accordance with the rules.— Inclu¬ 
sion of such name before election relates back to the date on 
which nominations were published. An election was held to 
Jill up certain vacancies in the membership of a taluq board 
and in the list of persons whose nomination was declared to Ife 
valid published before ten days of election, the name of a 
candidate was not included as his nomination was rejected by 
the election president as invalid. Thereupon the candidate 
filed a suit against the election president and obtained a 
declaration that he was a duly qualified candidate for election 
and an injunction was issued restraining the defendant from 
holding the election on the appointed date without including 
the plaintiff’s name as a duly nominated candidate in the 
ballot papers: Held that the inclusion of the candidate’s 
name as a valid nominated candidate by virtue of the declara¬ 
tion by court related back to the date on which the nomina¬ 
tion was published. 1927 Mad. 540; 101 I. C. 100. 

Poll. - The poll is to commence at the prescribed time; 
and no more ballot papers should t>e issued after the pres¬ 
cribed time. The opening and closing the poll at improper 
hours where not done corruptly has been held not to vitiate 
the election, the election not being shown to be affected 
by it. 

V'otes given before or after polling hours cannot be 
received, are void and will be struck off on a scrutiny. If 
there are mistakes in a ballot paper, the voter may treat it 
as a spoilt ballot paper, and obtain another and vote again, 
and the putting of the ballot paper into the box would seem 
to be the final act of voting. 

Withdrawal during: polling.— Where for one seat there 
are two candidates and one of them withdraws during the 
progress of the polling, an immediate declaration that the 
other candidate is duly elected is valid. 

A candidate can just as well withdraw during polling as 
he can before commencement of polling. A candidate can also 
withdraw’ after the election. 4o All. 685 ; 74 L C. 24; 1924 
All. 134. 

At a municipal election candidates are under the rules 
entitled to withdraw’ at any time before the closing of the 
poll Cf. 1926 Cal 1016; 91 I- C. 722. 

Transgression of rules.— Rule 17 of the rules framed by 
the local Government under the Bengal Municipal Act to 
regulate municipal elections is not a mandatory rule, and 
an election is not necessarily void because of an infringement 
of i^at rule. But Wie burden-rests upon tfeose who maintain 
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the validity of an election, notwithstanding an infraction 
of the rule, to show that the result was not affected by the 
infringement. 

Where owing to a transgression of the rule more than 
one-half of the constituency did not vote at an election and 
it was not shown tliat the result of the election had not in 
fact been affected, the election was set aside as contrary to 
law. 53 I. C. 741. 

The principles applicable to questions of the invalidity 
of elections by reason of the infringement of election rules 
were lucidly stated by Kennedy and Darling, JJ., in the 
Islington cose (l90l) 5 (I’M. and *H. iJo. 

An election ought not to be held void by reason of 
transgressions of the law, committed without any corrupt 
motive by the returning officer or his subordinates in the 
conduct of the election, where the court is satisfied tliat the 
election was, notwithstanding those transgressions, an election 
really and in substance conducted under the existing election 
law, and that the result of the election, that is, tlie success 
of the one candidate over the other, was not, and c(mld not 
have been, affected by those transgressions. If, on the other 
hand, the transgression of the law by the ollicials being 
admitted, the court sees that the effect of the transgressions 
was such that the election was not really conducted under 
the existing election laws, or it is open to reasonable doubt 
whether those transgressions may not have affected the 
result, and it is uncertain whether the candidate who has 
been returned has really been elected by the majority of 
persons voting in accordance with the laws in force relating 
to elections, the court is then bound to declare the election 
void. 47 Cal. 524, 53 J. C. 741. 

Not allowing the candidate’s agent to be present before 
the palling i)lticer at the time when the illiterate voters 
ask the assistance of the polling officer for the purposes of 
markiiig the ballot pa{K*rs does not vitiate the election. 
1929 Mad. 391; 113 1. C. 548. 

Breach of rules does not render election invalid unless 
results nsaterially affected. —A breach of the election rules 
wdll not in itself justify an election court holding that the 
election is invalid and must be set aside but it must be 
further proved that breach of the rules materially aliected 
the result of the election. Where the law authorizes a fresh 
election to be held in the expectation of the office of a 
member falling vacant on a future date it must be taken to 
ipean that the fresh election will take ejBfeot only from the 
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date of the creation of the vacancy. 1927 Mad, 546; 52 
Mad. L. J. 309; 101 I. C. 100. 

Result not materially affected. 1925 Mad. 877; 4S 
Mad. L. J. 696; 90 I. C. 368. 

Material Irregularity—Revision, — Under the Madras rulef 
no breach of the rules, whether mandatory or directory, 
shall invalidate an election unless the result of the election 
has been materially affected by such breach. 

When dealing with an election enquiry of this kind, the 
judge sits as a court subordinate to High Court and there¬ 
fore S. 115 applies. 

What is a “ material irregularity *’ is a matter in itself 
undefitiable and must be decided on the facts in each ease. 
So far as it may be negatively defined, it is not a mere 
mistake of fact or law unless that mistake has occasioned a 
wrong assumption or refusal of .jurisdiction since a court 
which has .jurisdiction to decide a case on a point of fact or 
law, has jurisdiction to give a wrong as well as a right 
decision on their point. 

But when there is jurisdiction and that jurisdiction has 
not been exercised or has been illegally or irregularly 
exercised, S. 115 will apply. 1923 Mad. 254; 72 I. C. 902. 

.V, li. —The general rnles of elfX-tions in Ihe Pnn.iab do not contain 
any rules for (inestioning the validity of any election held xin<ier the 
rnh's even, th 'ngh tie* rnles may havt* l>een transgressed. The elec¬ 
tion I'an only !«■ s'’t asid*- for corrupt practices nnder tlie Oxrrnpt 
Practicf* Rnlt’s. It w.aiM thus ajuieir if the derisions are to lie 
strictly foIUnve<l that ttie <^’I<*ction cannot be set .aside hy civil court 
even if the rules ha\e iK>t been fo11owe<l. 

Rule 32 of General Election Rules—Validity of votes.— 

A vote is not invalid and should not be rejected on the 
sole ground that it does not bear the polling officer’s initials 
even thougli it is proved that in all other respects it is a 
properly rei*.orded vote by dtily ({ualified voter. 

Rule 32 is not a mandatory rule the infringement of 
which will render the vote necessarily invalid. The rule is 
evidently itileinled to identify the ballot paper as one given 
out by the polling officer. If the paper can be so identified 
by «xther evidence the absence of their initials may be dis¬ 
regarded. Cf. 1924 Mad. 38; 45 Mad. L. J. 329; 73 I. C. 540. 

Validity of votes —The name of the candidate for whom 
the vote was not east being struck out on the voting paper 
does not invalidate the vote. The appearance of tracing of 
some letters under the cross mark made on the voting paper 
against the name of one of the candidates does not invalidate 
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the vote unless tine marks are such that the voter may be 
identified from them. Where the cross mark is bisected by 
the line between the names of the candidates no clear 
intention of the vote having been cast in favour of one 
candidate or the other can be gathered that vote should be 
excluded from the votes counted. The presence of writing 
other than the cross mark would invalidate the vote only if it 
should be found that the writing is a mark by which Uii 
voter may be afterwards identified. It must be either a 
mark which on the face of it shows or may show the person 
who has voted or with regard to which there is evidence on 
the record which shows that the mark was put in there by 
some pre-arrangement or conspiracy by reason whereof 1^ 
looking at the mark one will be in a position to say that it 
is the vote of such and such person. In other cases also if 
the intention that the voter should be identified could be 
gathered from the mere appearance of the writing, the vote 
will be rejected. 1925 Mad. 614; 87 I. C. 216. 

Marking of voting papers in the presence of candidates — 
Role 33.— There is no provision in the rules insisting on 
the absence of the candidates or their agents from the place 
where the ballot paper is marked by the polling officer in 
the case of an illiterate voter and therefore the marking in 
their presence cannot be said to be a violation of any of 
the rules. 1927 Mad. 1000; 1(6 I. C. 129. 

Ballot paper marking.— Putting not only the serial number 
on the back of ballot paper but also the voter’s own number 
on the electoral roll nmders election invalid. Rule 17* 
of Madras Election Rules does not require that the identifica¬ 
tion shall be made but merely that there is a possibility of 
such identification by reason of the mark, Cf. 46 Mad. L. .7. 
494; 1924 Mad. 764; 80 I. O. 401. 

The placing by the polling officer of his initials on the 
face of the ballot paper does not contrav'ene rule 3 7* 

and does not by itself invalidate the vote. The serial mimber 
printed on the ballot paper is not a mark by which the voter 
may be identified within the meaning of rule 18. The placing 
of such initials does not in any way facilitate the identifica¬ 
tion of a particular voter and consequently tlie provisions 
of rule 18 are not thereby infringed. Cf. 46 Mad. L. J. 491; 
80 I. C. 673; 1924 Mad. 766. 

When the question was whether a ballot paper which 
contained a cross in column 2 instead of in column 3 of the 
ballot paper was valid: Held, that it was purely a question 


• Cf. Rules n? and 33 of the Punjab General Election Rules, 1,930. 
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of fact and according to election rules for decision of disputes, 
the judge’s order on it is hnal. 19i9 Mad. 793; 121 1. C. 32. 

Where a court held that the marking of ballot paper by 
tlie polling officer secretly and without allowing the candi¬ 
dates or their agents to sec how the marks were made in 
contravention of rule 33 (2) of Punjab Election Rules 
for the conduct of elections, it did not act with material 
irregularity in the exercise of its jurisdiction, nor assumed 
jurisdiction which it did not possess; so its order was not 
revisable. Before election can be set aside the court must 
come to a finding whether the result of the election would 
have been different had the irregularity not occurred. 
When such finding is wanting, tnat<*rial irregularitv is com¬ 
mitted. C/. l;)29 Mad. 257; 119 1. C. 145. 

In an election two memliers by previous arrangement 
with a candidate used blue pencils to assure him that they 
had voted for him and election was sought to be cancelled 
on the ground that the secrecy of the ballot was vhdated: 

Held, that unless it could be proved that the use of blue 
pencils indicated the persons who used them, the election 
would not be rendered invalid. 

Botta fide variation in the system of drawing lots does 
not invalidate an election. In an election in drawing lots 
use of double sy.stem of slips, one set being marked with 
the names of candidates and the other set having one paper 
marked with a cross to imlicale the }>rize and the other a 
blank, had to be resortetl to, the system being such that the 
successful candidate was not necessarily the first drawn; 

Held, that tliis was not such a variation as to invalidate 
the election. 1930 Mad, 97 ; 120 I. C. b51 ; 57 Mad. L. 3. 481. 

Crow mark by a voter. - A v’oter who w’rites the name 
of a candidate for whom he gives his vote instead of writing 
the cross mark ctmimits a breach of the election rules. The 
rule is mandatory and the votf should be rejected, 1925 
Mad. 1173; 90 I. C. 1055. 

The principles applicable to quest ions of the invalidity 
of elections by reason of the infringement of election 
rules w'ere lucidly stated by Kennedy and Darling, JJ., 
in the Islington case (infra) : — 

Right of a person to stand as candidate. —Unless the 
name of the candidate is entered in the list of voters he is 
not entitled to vote for election nor is he qualified to be 
elected. 53 Cal. 570; 3 926 Cal. 1070. 

Right to canvass is not a part of franchise of a voter, right 
to nominate is.— A right to ciinvass for or against the camii- 
daie cannot be regaro^ as a special right of a voter and much 



less aa a part of the franchise of a voter. If indeed it be a 
t\^\. IX18 a n^t whidh a voter enjoys or has with a thousand 
of others who are non-voters and it is imjwssibJe to re¬ 
cognize or give effect to any such right in iaw. J9J7 
Mad. 22; 9U 1,0. 18. 

, The right to nominate a candidate is undoubtedly a part 
of the franchise and the denial of that right does constitute 
a denial of the franchise. 1927 Mad. 22; 99 1. C. 18. 

Suits for declaration.— A suit for declaration that plaintiff 
is qualified to vote and to stand as a candidate for election 
and for a declaration that at the election he was duly 
elected, being of a civil nature is maintainable in a civil 
court. 

The w’ords “ legal character ” in S. 42 of tlie Specific 
Relief Act are wide enough to include the right of 
franchise and also the right of being elected as a municipal 
commissioner. 24 Cal. 107. 

Where a plaintiff sued for a declaration of his right to 
hav^e his name entered in the list of persons entitled to be 
candidates for election as memljors of a municipal board and 
brought his suit against the board in its corporate capacity, 
it was held that such a suit would not lie against the board, 
even if, which was not decided, it might be against the 
revising authority, by the irregular action of which, it was 
alleged, the plaintiff’s name had been excluded from the list 
of candidates. 22 All. 143. 

The plaintiff offered himself as a candidate to be elected 
a member in the municipal elections, but his name was not 
included in the list of candidates publishe<l by the Receiving 
Officer appointed by the Collector under District Municipal 
Election Rules. Plaintiff thereupon brought a suit against 
the municipality for a declaration that he was entitled 
to be elected a member at the elections and for an injunction 
restraining the municipality from holding the elections 
without accepting him as a candidate and without receiving 
the votes of his voters: 

Held the suit for a declaration could not lie against the 
municipality because the municipality neither denied nor 
was interested to deny the eliaracter or right wliich the 
plaintiff sought to estabbah. It was the Receiving Officer 
that Avas concerned with that question and over him the 
municipality had no control. 

The claim for an injunction could not be sustained 
against the municipality when it ha^l done no wrong and 
had jwpopoeed to proceed in accordance with the rules. 30 
Bom. 40^. 
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A declaration can be granted to plaintiff that the election 
of the opposite parly is illegal and void but where it is 
found that the election itself is void, a further declaration 
that plaintiff is duly elected cannot be granted to plaintiff. 
1926 Cal. 1070; 53 Cal. 570. 

Suits for declaration —Temporary injunctions. — Where it is 
clear that if the new board is not legally constituted, its acts 
will be ultra vires, and that if it be restrained from function¬ 
ing, the duties of the board cannot be carried on at all, 
the chairman and the vice-ehaii'man of the old board 
should continue to perform their routine duties until the 
new board begins to function, and in such a ease the balance 
of convenience is on the side of a person who has brought 
a suit for a declaration that tlie election to the board is 
illegal and for injunction to prevent the board functioning 
temporary injunction sli.iuld, therefore, be granted. 1929 
Sindh 224. 

Temporary injunctions in suits relating to elections.— See 

1924 Lah. 633 and 1923 hah. 47. 

Temporary injunctions against holding elections.— A voter 

has no cause of action to ('tbtain a tempi'»rary injunction to 
restrain the ollicer h-ilding an election on the ground that 
the notilication for h<Hding the election was not properly 
notilied. No mischief is caused to a voter by such election. 
1926 Mad. 1147; 97 1. C. 172. 

It is impossible to lay down an exhaustive rule but 
generally speaking, injunction should be cunlined to preserv. 
ing a </M(7 ante to i)reventing damage or loss to the 

property in suit or In averting substantial injury. No such 
conditions arise when the court is moved not to reinstate 
the unseated councillor hut to unseat the councillor 
declared elected in his stead and thus create vacancy in the 
municipal council pending a civil litigation in respect of 
that matter. In such case there is no gromid for inter¬ 
ference. 1926 Mad. 131; 90 1. C. 819. 

Temporary injunction pending an enquiry into election 
pstition. I’ending an enquiry into an objection to an 
election the district judge cannot grant an interim injunction 
restraining the candidate whose election is in question from 
taking his seat on the municipal board. Such a power is 
not one \ested inherently in any court trying a suit or 
making an inquiry. Rule 6* of the rules framed under the 
Act, extend only the procedure for the trial of suits and not 
incidental remedies provided for in C, P. C. 1924 Mad. 797; 
80 T. C. 664. 


*Cf. Rule 83 (3) of the Punjab Geueml Election Rules, 
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Injunction to restrain election. —Though a candidate for 
election to a local boanl like any one else has a right to 
pursue his legal remedies, whatever they may be, save in 
exceptional circumstances, it is an abuse for a candidate 
who for some reason is shut out, to make his pursuit of his 
remedies in the civil courts a weapon for dislocating the 
electoral machinery and stopping an election. In the absence 
of any special reasons an order for injunction for that 
purpose should not be granted. 1933 Mad. i03. 

Jurisdiction of Civil Courts to question validity of elec¬ 
tions. —Where a special tribunal, out of the ordinary course 
is appointed by an Act, to determine questions as to rights 
which are the creati<nis of that Act, then except so far as 
otherwise expressly provided or necessarily implied, that 
tribunal's jurisdiction to determine those questions is 
exclusive. 

It is an essential condition of those tights that they 
should be determined in the manner prescribed hv the Act 
to which they owe their existence. In such a case there 
is no ouster of jurisdiction of ordinary courts for tlicy 
never had any. 

The jurisdiction of the courts can be excluded not only 
by express words but also by implication; 31 Bom. 604; 1926 
Mad. 798; Where a new duty or cause of action is created 
by statute and a special jurisdiction out of th(‘ course of 
common law is preserii>ed there is no ouster of jurisdiction 
for they never had any. 12 I. C. 311; o6 Mad. 120. 

Under S. 33 of City of the Bombay Municipal Act, 1888. 
an applicant can questi(m the election of every candi¬ 
date on the ground that the election as a whole was invalid, 
for the section, after spi^cifying two permissible grounds of 
objection provides that the validity of any election may he 
questioned for any other cause. 

It is clear that the word “ election” in the section is 
designed to express something wider than a legally valid 
election. 31 Bom. 604; see also 21 Bom. 279. 

The validity of an election can only be (jue.stioned by a 
“ I>etition ” presentexl in accordance with rules made by 
local Government under S. 187, U. P Act, J of 1900; a 
regular suit will not lie. 21 1. C. or)'). 

In the absence of a rule made by the local Government 
under the provisions of S. 240 of the Act a civil court 
could not have authority to set aside a municipal election 
made under the provisions of that Act. The power to do 
a,ets apd to perform the functions vested in municipal bodies 
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by this Act is a power which belong to the sovereign 
authority. The creation of municipal bwiio?, and the vest¬ 
ing them with the powers that they . possess under Local 
Act, TII of 1911 can only be considered to be a delegation 
of powers by tlie sovereign authority, and the appointment 
by means of election of a member of a municipal committee* 
under the Act is one method by which sovereign authority 
delegates a portion of its inherent powers to an individual. 

S. 42 of the Specific Relief Act em|wwers the civil 
courts to give relief by way of declaration in certain 
class of eases. But a defeated candidate cannot ask for a 
declaration that he has Ix'en impropierly defeated by the 
existence of irregularities. The words “ entitled to any legal 
character cannot be considered to cover such a case. Ibid. 

Remedy. When the legislature has prescribed a parti¬ 
cular method for the redress of an alleged wrong that 
method alone is opien to the aggrieved party and in such a case 
the civil euirt has no jurisdiction to deal with the matter 
reserved by the legislature to a specially appointed tribunal. 
Hence the jurisdiction of the civil court to try a suit challeng¬ 
ing tlie validity of the election of a chairman of a district 
board is impliedly barred by S. 35 (3), District Boards Act 
and even an arbitraiy disregai'd by the local Government 
of the mandatory provisions of that section by refusing to 
appoint a tribunal to decide the (juestion, does not bring into 
play the jurisdiction of the civil court. 1933 All. 358. 

The Distinct Boards Act is a self-contained Act 
containing exhaustive provisions for the constitution of 
boards for tlie preparation of electoral rolls, for the elec- 
tion of members and chairman of the board, for the manner 
in which the validity of the election of members and 
chairman can be called into question, and the tribunal by 
which such questions are to be determined. 

If the. law is clear it is the duty of the court to give 
effect to it without attempting to in<iuire into the reasons 
for the enactment. 1933 All. 3-58. 

An elected candidate whose election has subsequently 
been set asi<le by an authority other than a civil court might 
be in a piosition to get relief under S. 42 to sue for a declara¬ 
tion that he was duly elected ace^^rding to rules. Cj. 18 I. C. 
122 . 

Where a municipal election ought to have been held 
under rules framed by Government in 1910, but under a 
direction from Government it was held under rules framed 
in 1884 and one of the candidates sued to have election of 
the other candidate declared void as being contrary to law; 
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Held, (1) that the suit was one of a civil nature and 
maintainable in a civil court especially as under the rules 
of 1910 the validity of election could be decided by a com¬ 
petent court—meaning civil court. 35 All. 308; 20 I. 0. 
490; 

Held (2) the direction of the Government not being one 
of the rules framed in 1910 under the existing Act was 
ultra vires and tlie election in compliance with that direction 
was contrary to law. 20 I. C. 490; 35 All. 30y. 

Note. —Under the Bengal Municipal Act, vide S. 15 of 
Act, III of 1SS4, the election can be questioned in a civil court 
inspite of the decision of district magistrate appointed under 
the rules as the final authority for deciding election disputes. 
Cf. 1931 Cal. 30; 58 Cal. 87. 

Election. —In Calcutta it has been held that courts have 
jurisdiction to restrain a suit t)y a voter to have it declared 
that he is a qualified voter and for mandatory injunction 
directing the officer to insert his^name in the voter’s register. 
57 I. C. 960; 1921 Cal. 95. 

Interference with li*t of candidates. —No order can be 
made under S. 45 of the Specific Relief Act, unless, amongst 
other things, it is shown that the doing, or the fin-bearing 
to do, an act by any person holding a public office or by any 
corporation or inferior court, is clearly incumbent f)n such 
person or court, in his or its public character, or t)n such 
corporation in its corporate ch-aracter. Where the chair¬ 
man of a municipality is under no obligation to ex<'rcise any 
judicial discretion or to take any judicial action with regard 
to the preparation of list of candidates, he cannot be ordered 
to show' cause why a particular person sliould not be remov¬ 
ed from the list of candidates prepared bv him. 19 Cal. 192; 
22 Cal. 717. 

In 34 Bom. 659 the High Court, under S. 45 of .Act, I of 
1877, interfered with the decision of the lowrer court and 
directed the judge of the lower court to proceed in accord¬ 
ance with law. 

Jarisdiction of High Court to interfere in orders passed by 
Election Court.— A civil court exercising special jurisdiction 
may be persona designata and w'hether it will be so or not will 
have to be inferred from a consideration of the special 
powers exercised and the special functions performed by the 
civil court. 

When by an Act of the legislature a new authority is 
constituted for the purpose of determining questions concern¬ 
ing rights which are themselves tlie creation of the Act and 
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the judge or presiding officer of a court as distinct from the 
court itself is directed to perform the functions of the newly 
created authority then it must be presumed, unless the con¬ 
trary is expressly enacted or necessarily implied, that the in¬ 
tention of the legislature was the judge or presiding officer 
should perform those functions as a persona designate and not‘ 
as a court. Such a presumption is stronger in the case of a 
court like the Rangoon Small Cause Court which consists of 
plurality of judges when only one particular judge is vested 
with the new powers. 

High Court has no jurisdiction to inlerfeie in revision 
with the orders passed by the chief judge of a Small Cause 
Court, Rangoon, in the exercise of the powers conferred upon 
him by S. 14 of the Rangoon Municipal Act. Cf. 1926 Rang. 
25; 911. C. 550; 3 Rang. 5uU, 

The commissioners appointed to decide election petitions 
with their place of sitting in Itangoou are persons holding a 
public oftice of a temporary nature and therefore the High 
Court has jurisdiction to entbree them to do a certain act if 
it affects property, franchise or personal right of any person, 
and if it is clearly incumbent on the commissioners. Under 
the rules the commissioners are the sole authority to inter¬ 
pret any questit^n arising on the construction of the rules, and 
these rules do not give any olJier authority the power to 
question that decision. Neither do the rules nor any general 
provision of law give the High Court, either by way of revi¬ 
sion or ai>peal, any power to review that decision. It is not 
for the High Court to decide whether the commissioners’ 
ruling on a particular question was right or wrong, unless 
it is wrong and so perverse as to amount to a refusal to 
exercise a jurisdiction clearly given by the rules. 

Where therefore, the commissioners decided that a party 
substituted in place of a returned candidate whose election 
was challenged by an unsuccessful candidate cannot show 
that he himself used corrupt practices; 

Held, that the High Court could not interfere. l927 
Rang. 324; Wo J. C. 4J8. 

Right of appeal or revision. —The hearing of a petition 
of objections by the defeated candidate is not a suit but only 
a miscellaneous proceedings. No right of appeal exists un¬ 
less expressed by the Civil Procedure Code or any other 
legal enactment.* 18 I. C. 122. 

The special authority hearing the petitions is not a court 
within the meaning of the word in S. 622, C. P. O-, 1882, and 
the High Court has no jurisdiction to revise an order passed 
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by such authority rejecting an application to set aside an 
election. 21 Bom. 279. 

A district magistrate when acting under the election 
rules will be a “ court ” within the meaning of S. 195 (&) of 
the Criminal Procedure C'ode and a prosecution for attempt¬ 
ing to fabricate false evidence before the district magistrate 
when acting in this capacity cannot lie without a sanction 
under S. 195. 18 I. 0. 408. 

The decision of an election petition though heard by a 
munsiff is not appealable, though the decision of the munsilT 
was not declared final. 21 I. O. 575; 33 All, 578. 

A separate suit will not lie. 21 1. O. 655; 12 All. L. J. 

439. 

A district magistrate authorized under election rules to 
hold an enquiry and decide whether a particular candidate is 
fit to stand for election to a municipal couiicil is not a cour-t 
subject to the superintend(*nce of the High (Jourt and High 
Court will not interfere in revision with an order passed by 
him. Where quasi judicial functions are delegated to ollicers 
whose decisions are ordinarily subject to the revisional power 
of High Court, they are not with reference to the delegated 
power, necessarily subject to courts. 25 I. C. 345; 36 Mad. 
581. 

The magistrate or judge hearing petitions for election 
under the election rules does not act as a court and his 
order is not subject to revision by High Court however 
illegal the order may be. 70 I. C. 780. See, however, a ease 
noted below. 

The district judge hearing election petition under the 
Madras Local Boards Act of 19^0 is a court and not a per¬ 
sona designata, and his orders are subject to the revisional 
jurisdiction of the High Court, Final, in the order, means not 
open to appeal. It does not take away the revisional jurisdic¬ 
tion. 71 X- C. 1039; 1923 Mad. 192. 

Deputy Commissioner hearing objections to the nomina¬ 
tion of candidates or hearing election f)etition is not a court 
and the High Court will have no jurisdiction to revise his 
orders passed under election rules or corrupt practice rules. 
Cf. 21 Bom. 279. 

Under U. P. Municipality Act, 1 of 1900, the election rules 
provided for hearing of (objections to the validity of an elec¬ 
tion by a competent court. The words “ competent court ” 
have been loeld to mean a civil court. But Uic order of 
such a court is not a decree and is not therefore api>ealable. 
T|ie court is invested with a special jurisdiction under the 
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rules, and but for these rules the court could not have any 
authority to set aside a municipal election made under the 
provision of the Act. The hearing of the petition under the 
rules is not a suit but only a miscellaneous proceedings. 

Similarly in 201. C. 497, 35 All. 450 it was held that 
the order of the civil court appointed under rules to hear 
election petition is not a decree and hence not appealable. 

A .iudge appointed to hear election petition is not a 
court wdthin the meaning of S. 115, C. P. O., and hence no 
revision lies. 1923 Bom. 421; 73 1. C. 133; j923 Mad. 169; 
70 I. C. 780; 47 Mad. 369; 1924 Mad. 561; 78 I. C. 98; 1933 
]^m. 105. 

A sub-judge deciding an election dispute under rule 18 of 
the rules framed under S. 176 (2) [C/. S. 240 (2) (v) of 
Punjab Municipal Act] as amemled by U. P. Municipal Act, 
1922 (1) is not a persona designata, but a Court subject to the 
revisional jurisdiction of the Judicial Comissioner’s Court has, 
therefore, jurisdiction to revise orders passed by the Court of 
the Sub-Judge, First Class, on municipal election petitions. 
1931 Nag. 82. 

District judge under Burma Kural Self-Government 
Election Rules is not a court but a persona designata, 1929 
Rang. 352. 

See 1933 Rang. 41; contra 1933 Rang. 2. 

Election Commissioner is not a court within the mean¬ 
ing of S. 115, Civil Procedure Code but is a persona desig- 
nata SO that the High Court has no jurisdiction to revise his 
orders refusing to set aside an election. 1926 Bom. 344; 
50 Bom. 357; 94 T. C. 660. 

Where by statute matters are referred to the deter¬ 
mination of a court of Record with no further provision 
the necessary implication is that tlie court will deteimine the 
matters as a court, its jurisdiction is enlarged but all the 
incidents of such jurisdiction including the right of appeal 
from its decision remain the same. 1924 Mad. 56i; 78 
I. C. 98. 

Final decasion is revisable for want of jurisdiction.— Final 
means not open to appeal, ibid. 

Cf. C. I'. Code, S. 115. Final decision is revisable for 
W’ant of jurisdiction. Ibid. 

District Judge whether Court. —Whei^ by erroneous con¬ 
struction of rule 10^ of the Transitory Rules taken with 


^ liule extending the berm of existing president and other 
members. 
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S. 55,^ of Madras Act, XIV of 1920 clause 2 («/) the district 
judge assumed jurisdiction to declare the membership of 0 
as void and as a necessary consequence, his presidentship 
and he then went on to declare that V was duly elected, with¬ 
out giving any one an opportunity to show tliat his election 
was vitiated by the commission of election offences as alleged 
in the written statement of G; 

Held, that that amounts to acting with material irregu¬ 
larity or illegality in the exercise of his jurisdiction. To 
assume jurisdiction, to do a certain act by taking an erroneous 
view of law when there is really no jurisdiction, raises a ease 
for interference under S. 115, C. F. 0. Both in the ease 
of S. 578 and in that of the election rules, jurisdiction is 
given to the district court and is really a supplemental 
jurisdiction conferred on an existing tribunal and as the 
district court is subordinate to the High Court and subject 
to its appellate jurisdiction, it is open to High Court to 
revise its orders both under S. 115, C. P. C., and under 
S. 107 of the Government of India Act. The provision in 
rule 12, clause (3), that orders under sub rules 1 and 2 shall 
be final is not a bar to the exercise of the revisional powers. 
Full effect can be given to the provision by holding that it 
prevents Interference with the order bv wav of appeal or bv 
suit. 

When revisional powers are intended to be taken away, 
it has always been held that it must be done by express 
words to tiiat effect. Finality can be attached only to 
orders passed with jurisdiction as those without jurisdiction 
are really nullities. It seems clear from the rules that the 
district judge and the subordinate judge are given jurisdic¬ 
tion under them not us mere persona designata but as the 
presiding oflScers of their respective courts and they act as 
cx)urts in their inquiry into such petitions; 1923 Mad. 192, 
7ll. C. 1039; 46 Mad 536. If a district judge is acting 
within jurisdiction his orders are not open to revision even if 
his orders are erroneous. 1933 Mad. 260. 

Suit to challenge election.— It can only be challenged by 
an election petition. 1925 All. 380; 47 All. 513. 

Jurisdiction of Civil Courts to conduct enquiries relating to 
elections.— Where thiee candidates offered themselves for 
election to a taluq board, and on the day fixed for scrutinv 
of nomination papers the president of the board rejected 
the nomination paper of one candidate on the ground that 

^ Section 55 lays down disqualifications of candidates and 
empowers District Judge to decide questions of disqualifications. 
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he was an honorary magistrate and the other withdrew, 
consequently the third candidate was deemed to be elected. 
The defeated candidate filed a suit in the munsifC’s court 
against the president and the successful candidate for a de¬ 
claration that he was a duly nominated candidate: Held, that 
under the rules for the conduct of enquiries relating to 
elections the jurisdiction of civil court was barred. 1928 
Mad. 253; 108 I. C. 212. 

Status of rile returning officer. - “ The returning officer is 
to a certain degree a ministenal one, but he is not so to all 
intents and purposes; neither is he wholly a judicial officer, 
his duties are neither entirely ministerial nor wholly judicial; 
they are of a mixed nature. It cannot be contended that he 
is to exercise no judgment, no discretion whatsoever . . . 

the greatest confusion would prevail if such a discretion 
were not to be exercised. On the other hand, the officer 
could not discharge his duty without great peril and 
apprehension, if, in conse(iuenee of a mistake, he became 
liable to an action.” (Extract from 2 Stark 577 quoted in 31 
Bom., p. 44.) 

In the absence of malice no suit for damages lies against 
the returning officer. 31 Bom. 37. 

Where tlie officer refused to register the name of a voter 
in voter’s register and did not allow him to vote at the 
election, it was held that he was liable to damages, unless he 
acted in goo<l faith which implied <lue care and diligence. 31 
I. C. 322. 

The function of the returning officer in deciding a ques¬ 
tion as to the eligibility of a candidate for election is in the 
nature of a judicial function and his decision is in the nature 
of a judicial decision. 

If the tribunal has exerci.sed the discretion entrusted to 
it hona fide not iniluenced by extraneous or irrelevant 
considerations and not arbitrarily or illegally, the civil courts 
cannot interfere, they are not a court of appeal from the 
tribunal but they have power to prevent the intentional 
usurpation or mistaken assumption of a jurisdiction beyond 
that given to the tribunal by law also refusal of their true 
jurisdiction by the adoption of extraneous consideration in 
arriving at their conclusion or deciding a pennt other than that 
brought before them in which cases the courts have regarded 
them as declining jurisdiction. 51 Cal. 279; 1924 Cal. 761. 

Decirion of returning officer as to validity of a vok«. 
Jurisdictiwi of election court to go behind the decision of 
returning ol^er. —Where the voting papers of two voters 
bei^des the cross mark against the name of the candidate 



844 


[See. 240. 

showed lines scoring out the names of the other candidates 
and the returning officer did not take these votes into 
consideration in the candidate’s favour apparently because of 
these lines and the election court held them to be valid in 
respect of these lines, held the election court had jurisdic¬ 
tion to go behind the decision of the returning officer in a 
matter of this kind and that there was neither lack of juris¬ 
diction nor irregular exercise of jurisdiction which would 
give the High Court authority to interfere under S. 115. 

All that the polling officer has to see wffien the voter 
presents himself to him is whether the name of the voter 
is on the roll. He need not wait to the end of the day in 
respect of every vote in order to see if anyone else of the 
same name appears and claims that he is the voter on the 
roll. 1925 Mad. 1207; 90 I. C. 771; 49 Mad. L. J. 381. 

Corrapt and iliesal practices at elections. — An election of 
councillors must be free; and subject to this and to certain 
well defined restrictions, every candidate at an election has the 
same right, up to and including the day of the poll, to take 
all proper legitimate measures to canvass the electorate and 
persuade them to vote for him. And all persons may legally 
use their legitimate inlluence to persuade the electors to 
vote for such persons as they think fit and the ordinary 
methods which prevail at election times, up to and including 
the day of poll, of persuading the electors holding- 
meetings, posting placards, distributing handbills, and 
so on, are i^rfeetly lawful, subject to certain well- 
defined restrictions. So likewise and upon the same condi¬ 
tions, the canvassing of voters which has for its chief end 
the bringing of every supporter to the poll, or the asking 
them to record tlxur votes in favour of any particular candi¬ 
date, is perfectly lawful in itself. Compulsory levies to 
obtain representation on municipal bodies is illegal. The 
election of any catulidate as cH)uneillor may \ye avoided if that 
candidate by himself or his agents has been guilty of a 
corrupt or an illegal practice. The v arious Acts or Rules 
thereunder contain distinct provi.sions prohibiting corrupt 
practices at election and disqualifying persons convicted of 
havdng had recourse to corrupt practices from being quali¬ 
fied to vote for a prescribed number of years. Reference 
should ali^ be made to the recent Imlian Election Offences 
and Inquiries Act, 1920. It is not law’ful for any person 
who is qualified or who claims to be qualified to vote at any 
election to accept or obtain, or agree to accept or attempt 
to obtain, for himself or for any c>ther person, any grati¬ 
fication for voting or forbearing to vote at any election; and 
no person can, by any gift or reward, or agreement or 
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security for any gift or reward, corrupt or procure or offer 
to corrupt or procure, any one to v’ote or forbear to vote 
at any election. What is prohibited is illegal gratification 
or a promise of individual profit. This does not include a 
promise to vote for or against any particular municipal 
measure. (Aiyangar^s “ Law of Municipal Corporations 
p. 93.) 

The Punjab Corrupt Practices at Election Rules deal in 
detail what is meant by a corrupt practice. This definition 
follows the English decisions according to which corrupt 
practice means (1) treating, (2) undue influence, (3) bribery, 
(4) personation and (5) aiding, abetting, counselling and 
procuring the offence of personation, and (6) publication of 
false statements. Illegal practice is not provided for. 

The gist of the offence in corrupt practices is the cor¬ 
rupt inducement to vote or refrain from voting, which may 
lie given at any time, although for obvious reasons it is 
usually given at or shortly before the election. In one 
case, treating ctommitted more than a year before the 
election was held to avoid the election. There cannot be 
corrupt practice without an intention; but with reference to 
illegal practices, whatever the intention may be, it could 
be committed. 

As observed by Field, J., a corrupt practice is a thing 
the mind goes along with. An illegal practice is a thing 
the legislature is determined to prevent whether it is done 
honestly or dishonestly.” Barrow-in-Furness 4 O^M and 
H. 77. 

In order to constitute impersonation under corrupt 
practice rules mens rea is an essential ingredient. 

If in an election a person whose name is on the register 
is shown not to have voted and it is also shown that a vote 
has been recorded in his name and no fraud is shown on the 
part of the candidate in whose favour the vote is recorded 
or his agents, the vote should be struck off on scrutiny but 
the election cannot be set aside on that ground alone. 

A petition under corrupt practice rules cannot be treated 
as a suit. 

Influencing of individual voters avoids an election only 
when commit!cd by a candidate or his agents and not 
otherwise. 

In order to avoid an election on the ground of intimid¬ 
ation and undue influence, it must be shown either (1) that 
tJie voting or violence was instigated by the candidate or 
his agetits for whom he is responsible or (2) that it pr^- 
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vailed to such an extent as to prevent the election from 
being an entirely free election. 46 I. C. 7i9. 

Bribery, treating, undue influence and personation are 
all dealt with in detail in Rogers on “ Elections,” Vol. II, 
pp. 399—543. The olTer of a bribe without acceptance would 
be a sufficient act of corruption. A promise to give refresh¬ 
ments to induce a voter to vote or refrain from voting is 
bribery. So also promises of situation. What is bribery 
before the voter has voted is not bribery if done after the 
voter has voted unless it is shown to have been done corruptly. 
In Cooper V. Slade, (1856) 25 L. J. Q. B. 329, Alderson, B., in 
delivering the judgment of the Court of Exchequer Chamber, 
said: ‘We Ihink the word ‘ corruptly ’ has a delinite meaning. 
If for instance, there had been a previous unlawful promise 
conditional on the voter voting, or if there had been a previous 
understanding to that etTeet, of a corrupt bargain for the 
future, we think the ease would have been within the statute. 
But w'e are clearly of opinion that merely paying the travel¬ 
ling expenses honestly, with no previous engagement, is not 
prohibited.” The promise to a voter of his travelling ex 
penses conditionally on his coming and voting for the 
promisor would amount to a corrupt practice. But a 
promise of travelling expenses not so conditioned is not. An 
unconditional promise of travelling expenses to a voter to go 
to a place of voting vcith leave to him to vote as and how he 
likes is not a promise of money to induce the voter to vote, 
being neither a promise to offer benelit not tlirectly to cause 
it. Payment of train fare and carriage expenses by a candi¬ 
date to voters who liad undertaken to vote for him is 
prohibited; and the burden lies on the candidate so paying 
of proving that the payments were otherwise than in return 
for votes. So also payments for a streamer. “ Corruptly ” 
means an act done by a man knowing that he is doing what 
is wrong and doing it with an evil object. Aiyangar, 

“ Law on Municipal ('iorporations ” pp. 99—100. 

The payment of carriage hire for voters is not a valu¬ 
able consideration within the meaning of S. 22 (4), of the 
Bombay District Municipal Act unless the free conveyances 
are supplied in exchange for a promise to vote for the candi¬ 
date who supplies them. 49 1. C. 394. 

Loans.— Loans of money to a voter or to a person likely 
to influence him are placed on the some footing as regards 
the lender as absolute gifts. Colourable payments made to 
voters for loss of time are illegal. 

Relief. - A single act of bribery, however trifling the 
gmount^ will avoid an election. Freedom of election is at 
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common law essential to the validity of an election. Gener¬ 
ally, if this freedom be by any means prevented, the election 
is void at common law. An election is, therefore, avoided by 
general bribery although not brought home to the candidates 
or his agents. But an election will not be avoided upon this 
ground unless the bribery is shown to have been so extensivQ, 
that there could not have been a free election. 

Treating. - Treating, which is giving meat or drink, enter¬ 
tainment or provision, goes more successfully by practice 
than bribery and a little amount produces a great deal of 
popularity. Different considerations apply to it than to 
bribery, because men often give drinks but not money. In 
bribery, there is a corrupt contract between tlie voter and 
the candidate for the purchase of a vote; but in treating, 
there is no such contract. There must a corrupt intention 
manifest. “ The mere exercise of hospitality is not an offence: 
but if, that guise of hospitality is made use of for a purpose 
which in the mind of the legislature is corrupt, for the 
purpose of inducing a man to vote otherwise than he would 
vote, either to vote in favour of the person who engages liis 
feelings by giving him a handsome treat, or to refrain from 
voting for the man who would not do it, the legislature has 
said by express enactment, independently of the question of 
bribery, that that is an offence.” And the question of corrupt 
treating is in all eases a question of fact. 

Generally, treating may avoid an election although not 
brought home to the candidate or Jiis agents; and an election 
will be avoided if treating is siiown have been so extensive 
that there could not have been a free election. 

Undue influence.— Undue influence was deflned by 
Willes, J , in the Lichfield case 1 O’lVI. and H. 2o to be the 
using any violence or threatening any damage, or resorting 
to any fraudulent contrivance to restrain the liberty of a 
voter, so as either to comfwl or frighten him into voting or 
abstaining from voting otherwise than he freely wills.” And 
again at p. 28, he said : “ The law cannot strike at the 

existence of influence. The law can no more take away from 
a man, who has properly, or who can give employment, the in¬ 
sensible but powerful influence he has over tliose whom he can 
benefit by the jiroper use of his wealth, than law could take 
away his* honesty, good feeling, etc., or any other qualities 
w'hich giv’e a man influence over his fellows. It is the abuse of 
influence with which alone the law’ can deal. It is only abused 
in eases of this kin<l, where an inducement is held out by a 

f iromise to induce voters to vote or not to vote at an election.” 
t is only the undue influence of individual voters that can 
invalidate an election. 
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PersonaUcm. —A person would be guilty of the offence 
of personation who at an election applies for a ballot paper in 
the name of some other person or of a fictitious person who 
having voted once applies again for a ballot paper in his own 
name. Generally, personation would also avoid an election if 
it is brought home to candidate or his agents. 

Where a person appears before the identifying o)fiieer and 
giving a false name applies for a slip to be used for applying 
for the ballot paper but does not enter polling officer’s room, 
only makes preparation to apply for ballot paper and is not 
guilty under rule 75 (vt) of the Punjab Election Rules, 

Cf. 1929 Mad. 489 ^2); 115 I. C. 813. 

In the Municipal Electoral Roll, Mohd. Din, son of 
Fakir Mohd. was recorded as a person entitled to vote. The 
accused Mohd. Din whose father’s name was admittedly 
Abdulla asked for a ballot paper in the name of Mohd. Din, 
son of Fakir Mohd., and when questioned he asserted more 
than once that his father’s name was Fakir Mohd. the conten¬ 
tion that the officer who prepared electoral roll, intended to 
put the accused on the register and that Mohd. Din, son of 
Fakir Mohd. had no existence at all was not proved: Held, 
that the accused was guilty of personation. 1929 Lah. 52, 
117 I. C. 883. 

In order to constitute impersonation ntens rca is an 
essential ingredient. 

If in an election a person whose name is on the register 
is shown not to have voted and it is also shown that a vote 
has been recorded in his name and no fraud is shown on the 
part of the candidate in whose favour the vote is recorded oi 
on the part of his agents, the vote should be struck off on the 
scrutiny but the election cannot be set aside on thal 
ground alone. 

An application under S. 56 of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act for setting aside an election cannot be treated as a suit 
46 I. C. 729. 


Intimidation and rioting avoid an election. —Influencing of.. 
individual voters avoids an election on the ground of intimida¬ 
tion and undue influence; it must be shown either (i) that the 
rioting or violence was instigated by the candidate or his' 
agents for whom he is responsible, or (2) that it prevailed to ' 
such an extent as to prevent the election from being an 
entirely free election. 46 I. 0. 729 j 22 C. W. N. 678, 
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Corrupt practices by candidate «r bis airent. ~A candidate 
and his agent had reason to believe that there was no im¬ 
posture at the time when votera came forward to apply for, 
voting papers in the name of persons who were proved to be 
dead. When rival candidate challenged their identity the 
candidate merely stood by and the agent identified the voter : 
Held, that there was no corrupt practice by either the candi¬ 
date or the agent whose connivance for procuring the 
application is material and a greater degree of knowledge of 
the truth on their part must be proved in order to establish 
connivance. The section need not be construed strictly. 
1921) Cal. 137. 

Illegal gratification to voters. -On general principles, as 
well as under rule 19 of the rules framed by the local Govern¬ 
ment for the conduct of elections under S. i of the Religious 
Endowments Act, XX of 18(> I, a candidate can be held to *lgive 
consideration in return for a vole” only when such consider- 
ration passes as the result of a bargain. 

Payment of train fare, and carriage expenses by a 
candidate to voters who had undertaken to vote for him will 
disqualify him from being elected under the rule. 

It will be otherwise where the provision for payment is 
a unilateral act which might be accepted and acted upon or 
ignored by the other j»arty. 

The burden lies on the candidate so paying of proving 
that the payments wen,* otherwise than in return for votes. 
29 Mad. mi; I.') Mad. L. ,1. 419. 

Recount.— Where a miscount is alleged by the petitioner 
and his application is supported by a veriiied petition, and the 
court is satisfied that there is a reasonable ground for the 
petitioner’s belief that tliere has been a miscount, the court 
has jurisdiction to grant a recount. J930 Mad. 195. 

Rule 33 (1) of General Election Rules. — A candidate for 
election as a mnniciptl commissioner is not entitled to be 
present in th.it part of the polling station where votes are 
actually recorded. Rights of candidates or electors which are 
rights expressly given by statute do not carry with them any 
rights under natural law not tciven bv statutory law. Cf. 28 
C; W. N. 832; 82 I. C. 101; 1921 Cal. 1070. 

Election of Presidsnt. - The special officer had finished 
the election of elected members and the nomination of nomi¬ 
nated members was also done, but no president had yet been 
elected; 

Held, that the board was not fully constituted without 
electing the president and that therefore the special officer 
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was hot yet rendered functus officio and so could preside 
over meetings held before that time and w'as fully entitled to 
adjourn the meetings fixed from a certain date to another. 
1930 Mad. 97; 120 1. C. 851. 

Election of President of a new Municipal Beard — Jurisdic> 
cion of Court to question the validity of the election.— It is 
not the intention of the legislature to set up the divisional 
commissioner as the person finally to decide questions of fran¬ 
chise to the exclusion of the ordinary civil courts’ rights to 
decide such questions and the civil courts are not debarred 
from exercising their ordinary powers to try all suits under 
their general power under S. 9, Civil Procedure Code, 
including a suit to contest the validity of an election. 1926 
Cal. 279; 52 CaL 943. 

Note. —Under the peculiar provisions of the municipal 
law in Bengal such suits are competent there; they are not 
competent in the Punjab. 

Meeting regarding the election of President. —The meeting 
for the election of the president is different from an ordin¬ 
ary meeting of the board, the regulation of which meeting 
is prescribed by rules made under S. 31. The rules under 
tiie latter section have nii application at all to the meetings 
held under the presidentship of the Deputy Commissioner 
for the election of a new president after a general election. 
C/. 1926 Cal. 279; 52 Cal. 943. 

Election without oath— The election of the president of a 
union board held when the members of the board have not 
taken the oath of allegiance is invalid. 1525 Mad, 1152, 87 
I. C. 825. 

Where elected members of a ccuncil are authorized to 
elect two members to the legislative assembly, they can 
exercise the right of vote even if they have not yet taken the 
oath of allegiance. 

That it was only for the purf)ose of exercising the 
legislative functions that the oath of allegiance was required 
and the mere fact of omission to take the oath of allegiance 
did not ipso facto cause the member of a local council to 
vacate his seat or make him incompetent to vote f.^r the 
election of members to the Imperial Legislative Council; 20 
I. C. 676; 41 Cal. 384. 

Election to be set aside as a whole. —Where two or more 
persons out of a total number of candidates are required to 
be elected from a particular constituency at one election, 
although other candidates may not have contributed to the 
irregularity, if the election of one is set aside it is just and 
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fair ttiat the election of the others also should be set aside. 
1926 Cal. 1070; 1931 Cal. 3(i. 

Seting aside election—Under the rules the judge has a 
discretion either to order a fresh election or to declare some 
other party to the petition duly elected. The latter course 
is appropriate only when the enquiry has been confined to 
mere technical questions about the admissibility of certain 
votes but when there are charges and counter-charges of 
corruption it would be unwise to declare some other party 
elected and a fresh election should be ordered. 1928 Mad. 
1129. 

Fresh election.—Where a candidate was unseated owing 
to disqualilieation not known to all or any of the voters 
fresh election should be held and seat should not be given to 
the next man. 48 Mad. r)09; 1925 Mad. 1119. 

Petition for setting aside election of President.—Rules 
make provisions for both eases, that is, where there are only 
two candidates and where there are more than two. 1926 
Mad. 947; 97 1. C. 450. 

No election petition lies when there is only one candi¬ 
date. The return of a solitary candidate is not strictly 
speaking an election by the electors, for the electors would 
have no say whatever in the matter. 50 Mad. 951; 1926 Mad. 
86 . 

Election rules—Petition to the officer having Jurisdic¬ 
tion.—Rules do not say that the petition can be presented to 
the district or suboriliuate judge having jurisidiction over 
the election or over any place where any act included in the 
term ‘‘ election ’ is done, but merely to the district or sub¬ 
ordinate judge having jurisidiction,’’ that means having 
jurisidiction over the place of the acts or omissions complain¬ 
ed of. 1930 Mad. 832; j 28 I. O. 146; 59 Mad. L. J. 194. 

Cost in election petitions.—The special tribunal con¬ 
stituted to hear a petition recommended that the election of 
the candidate be declared void. They also recommended costs 
against him. The Governor set aside the election but made 
no order as to costs. The Governor subsequently supplied 
the omission by issuing a fresh notification directing the 
payment of costs as recommended by the commissioners: 

Held, that the omission in the first notification was due 
to an over-sight. The subsequent notification is’in fact a con¬ 
tinuation of the first and the two should be considered as 
constituting one order passed in accordance with the report. 
The second notification was therefore intra vires. 1928 Rang, 
29 ?. .. 
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Where no right to relief is alleged to exist against a 
person, he is not a proper party, and an order making him 
liable for costs cannot he supported lV)oO Mad. 195; 58 Mad. 
L. J. 118. 

Costs in election petitions when awarded without power.— 

Where under election rules the magistrate is not empowered 
to award costs in deciding an election petition, his order is 
without jurisdiction and the person whose property is 
attached in executing such order is entitled to bring a suit 
for the removal of the attachment treating the order of the 
magistrate as not binding on him. I’S All. 475. 

Failure to deposit money with petition.—The Act 
expressly lays down that unless the deposit is made at the time 
of the presentation of the petition it thall be dismissed and 
that only on C(.)mpliance with the provisions of such rule the 
judge shall proceed to encjuire into the petition. The language 
is very clear and mandatory in its charac.ter anti unless the 
condition is complied with, the pet tion must be rejected. 1923 
Mad. 490; 72 1. C. 449. 

To apply the maxim that action of court should not preju¬ 
dice any party, it must possible to hold that the failure to 
comply with the rule of law was due to the action of the 
court and not to any default of the party, llbid. 

In the above case the money could not be deposited in 
tlie bank as the chalan could not be ready in time and it was 
contended on the alx)ve maxim that action of court should not 
prejudice any party, 

S. 27 of the Calcutta Municipal Act, III of 1923, is man¬ 
datory, and its plain sense is that within three days of the 
nomination the candidate must pay the deposit money, other¬ 
wise his nomination is rendered void. 

The last date lixed for the filing of the nomination 
^pers w'as 27th February 1927. As 27th February was a 
Sunday, the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 
published a notice in the Statesman to the etfeet that 27th 
February being Sunday, the deposit money of the candidates, 
ordinarily due on the 1st March under S. 27 (3) of the Act, 
would be received up to 5 p. m. of 2nd March. A, a candidate 
for election, paid the de|X)sit money on 2nd March. The 
scrutiny of the nomination was held on 3rd Mawjh. A’s 
nomination was accepted as a valid one and he was duly 
elected as councillor for the corporation. 

Held the nomination was void: 

Because the improper rejection of a nomination at the 
scrutiny, for any of the reasons contained in rule 15, is made 
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a ground for disputing the election, it is not the reasonable 
and correct inference to be drawn from the words of the 
section that the improper acceptance of a nomination which 
had been rendered void is not an admissible ground for the 
purposes of S. 46 of the above Act. * 

Every word prima facie is to be construed in its primary 
and natural sense, unless a secondary or more limited sense 
is required by the subject or the context. 

The rule of construction which is called the ejusdem 
generis doctrine or sonietiuies noseitur socus is one, which 
ought to be applied with great caution because it implies a 
departure from the natural meaning of words in order to 
pve them a meaning which may or may not have been the 
intention of the legislature. 1928 Cal. 20;>: 109 J. 0. 739: 
oo Cal. 173. 

Forfeiture of deposit — candidate for election obtaining 
less than required minimum votes.— A, a c-.andidate for munici¬ 
pal election got less than the minimum fraction of votes re¬ 
corded which is preseritjed by rule 34. Hut the election was 
suhsequenlly fpiashed as being void ab initio on the ground 
that the ballot papers had no official marks as required by 
rule 45, all of them being thus invalid. A filed a suit for 
refund of deposit: 

He/d, that A did not forfeit his deposit. All the ballot 
papers l>eiug invalid there was no valid vote cast at all, and 
it could not be said that A received less than the requisite 
minimum fraction of the h)tal number of votes validlv 
polled: 

Held also, that a forfeiture could, however, take place 
if the election was set aside cm a ground personal to the 
elected candidate and a fresh election was ordered 1932 
All. i;.8; 135 J. C. 240; 54 All. 112. 

Offences in connection with preparation of roll.— Even 
after the electoral loll is final and con)pleted, any question 
relating to the offences committed under S. 52* and S. oof 
of the Madras District Municipal Act can be gone into by a 
court and enquiry made regarding them. To hold other¬ 
wise would be incorrect, as then there would be no scope for 
the operation of those sections. 1929 Mad. 910; 122 I. C. 33. 

Claim for re-election. —Where the law provided that the 
retiring councillor if willing to serve shall be deemed to 
have been re-elected if no councillor is elected at an ordinary 


• Securing entry in electoral roll by deceitful means. 
1 Offence of fraudulent voting and personation. 
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election, it was held that a candidate cannot claim to be 
deemed to have been elected where no valid election takes 
place and where owing to serious defects in the procedure 
for holding elections, elections are void. 1928 Mad. 141: 
106 I. C. 205. 

Prosecution of—Tahsildar as a polling oflScer.— -Prosecution 
of such officer does not require sanction under S. 197, Cri¬ 
minal Procedure Code, for prosecution for committing any 
oiTence under the election rules. 1928 Mad. 161: 
51 Mad. 259. 

Specific remedy.— Where the statute itself gives remedy 
for an infraetion of any of its provisions it is not open to 
the court to hold that another remedy not specifically pro¬ 
vided for is open. 1928 Mad. 641, 110 1. O. 765. 

Election petition presentation.— Election petition present¬ 
ed to a joint magistrate who forwarded the petition to the 
Collector so as to reach him in time, is good where there is a 
recognized practice that petitions for Collectors are presented 
to joint magistrates. Verification of such petitions is not 
required. 45 All. 685; 1924 All. 567. 

Election petition—Parties. —It is competent for an 
unsuccessful candidate at a municipal election, petitioning 
against the election of more than one successful candidate, 
to join in one petition a claim that all or any of the 
candidates, being more than one, be unseated. 52 I. C. 67; 

■ 4l All. 646. 

Election petition—Particulars of false personation. —Where 
a plaintiff seeks to set aside a municipal election on the 
ground that the defendant was guilty of misc.onduct in the 
course of the election by procuring persons to personate 
dead or absent voters, he can furnish particular instances of 
personation even after the expiration of fifteen days from the 
date of the election. There is nothing in the rules w'hich 
requires that ail the particulars should be specified in the 
petition. 16 I. C. 191; 34 All. 649. 

Oection enquiry to be rejected in limini .— Unless the 
objections raised in the election petitions can be brought 
under one or other of the three sub-clauses of rule 11, the 
election petition should be rejected in limini. Where the only 
point taken in the petitions to contest a municipal election was 
that the candidates who had been declared elected had been 
wrongly put upon the electoral roll because they had not 
paid their taxes and that one of them was not a resident 
within the municipality; 

Held, that the objection to the election w£w not a valid 
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Heldt also that for the purposes of an election a roll has 
to be settled and after that is settled, it must be taken as 
settled for all purposes of the election up to the very end till 
it is finally declared who the properly elected candidate is. 
1925 Mad. 707; 87 I. C. 113. 

Transfer of raquiry. —See 1927 Mad. 536; 50 Mad. 654. 

Amendmcmt of petitions. — The tribunal should be guided 
w^herever possible in its proeed\ire by the provisions of the 
Civil Procedure Code. It is obvious that it would be a great 
hampering to the course of justice if in a proper ease in the 
proper civil courts the learned judge was not allowed to 
entertain an amendment in accordance with the evidence. 
Where only vague objections are raised against an election 
petition without giving any particulars the objections cannot 
be gone into. 1926 Mad, 1043. 

Inspection of badlot papers. — The power of ordering the 
inspection of ballot papers should Ix^ exercised by the election 
court with the greatest circumspection. If it is necessary 
to find the ballot paper the search must l)e conducted by the 
judge himself or by the subordinates in w’hose partiality he 
has complete confidence. The parties themselves should 
never have access to the general contents of the ballot bags. 
This irregularity does not, however, vitiate the enquiry. 1928 
Mad. 1129; 110 I. C. 342, 

Addition of votes. —The election court can reject votes 
but it cannot also add votes. 1928 Mad. 1129. 

Extent of election enquiry.— The phrase ‘‘ improper recep¬ 
tion or refusal” in rule < 5 (r) means only improper acceptance 
of a vote which is on the face of it invalid, or refusal to accept 
as proper a vote which is really proper, but there is no 
question of the lawfulness of the vote and questions as to the 
qualifications of a member cannot thus be raised in an enquiry 
relating to the election of the president. 

The rules prescribe the forum for the determination of 
such questions and in the absence of an enquiry under those 
provisions the court which holds the election enquiry must 
accept the persons who act as members. As members it is not 
the policy of the Act or the rules framed under it to allow 
such an objection to be raised in an election enquiry which is 
confined according to rules to irregularities and illegalities in 
the conduct of the election itself, and not anything antecedent 
to it. Cf. 1928 Mad 1077; 115 I. C. 59. 

The election of a president is not a corporate action of 
the board. 176*d. 
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It is outside the province of an election court to allow 
any candidate to examine the vt)tes to show how the voters 
voted. The court is only entitled to consider the correct 
reception and the correct refusal of the votes. <Ibid. 

Disqualification of a candidate.— A disqualification can be 
made a ground for petition impugning the election under 
rules 1 and 1} of the rules for the decision of disputes as 
to the validity of election held under the Madras Municipal 
Act. The rules framed for the conduct of elections of 
municipal councillors assume that nomination of candidates 
is included in the election. The word “ election ” includes 
both nomination and the poll. 52 Mad. 732; l92.') Mad. 727; 
119 I. O. 597. 

Rule 76 of Election Rules.— Where three candidates 
offered themselves for an election of a taluk board, on the 
day fixed for the scrutiny of nomination pipers, the president 
of the taluk board rejected the nomination paper of one 
candidate on the ground that he was an honorary magistrate, 
and the other withdrew; consequently the third candidate 
was deemed to be elected. The defeated candidat.e filed a 
suit in the district munsif’s court against the president 
and the successful candidate for a declaration that he was a 
duly nominated candidate: 

Heldf that under rule 1 of the rules for the conduct of 
enquiries relating to elections the jurisdiction of the civil 
court to entertain the suit was barred. 1928 Mad. 253. 

Election. —The term ‘‘ election*’ embraces the whole 
procedure where an “ elected member ” is returned, 
whether or not it be found necessary to take a poll. 1928 
Mad. 253; 108 T. O. 212. 

Takinflr part in ballot. Where a person w’hoso name 
had been duly proposed and seconded, iiimself {)residod at 
the meeting and conducted the ballot, opened tlu; ballot box, 
counted the votes an<l acted as returning officer: Held 
this is taking part in a ballot,” The phrase is not res¬ 
tricted to the mere act of voting. 

The rule has clearly been framed to carry out the 
salutary principle that no man shall be a judge in his own 
cause, and that it should not Ik.' in the power of one vitally 
interested in the result to decide such (piestions intimate¬ 
ly affecting the result, e.g., the validity of a particular vote 
as the officer presiding at the Ijallot has to decide. 1923 
Mad. 254 ; 72 I. C. 902. 

Revision.—The order of an election court is revisable by 
High Court, the judge is not a persona designata. 1927 Mad. 
921; 105 I. C. 216. 
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An Election Commmissioner is not amenable to the 
Jurisdiction of the High Court and his orders are not open 
to revision under S. 115, C. P. C. Cf. 1924 All. 684; 83 
I. C. 654. 

Clause (n).—This clause has been amended by Act II 
of 1923- The rules for the employment and dismissal of 
municipal engineers made by local Government before 
present amendment were tdira vires. Those rules will now 
be valid under the amended clause. 

Section 240 (3) - Account Code. Account Code as 
published has under S. i40 as much the force of law 
as the Act itself. Where, according to the rules, the right 
of an exporter of goods to get refund depends upon his adopt¬ 
ing the procedure for obtaining a refund, his failure to comply 
with that procelure prevents him fro n putting any claim to 
the refund in the civil court. Under the rules goods must 
ordinarily be produced at the octroi office for veriiication un¬ 
less the applicant for the refund shows sufficient reason for 
their inspection elsewhere. The right of an exporter to 
refund is not an absolute right. It is a qualified right, and 
dependant upon his adopting the procedure prescribed for 
obtaining a refund. 1926 All. 5l7; 24 All, L. J. 605; 

96 I. C. 5. 

Breach of rules of Account Code made under a repealed 
Act will still be punishable by virtue of the General Clauses 
Act. 43 T. C. 440. 

S. 240-A.— Ad l'’d by S. 8 of the Punjab Municipal 
Amendment Act, f of 1!)25 has been omitted in view of intro¬ 
duction of Chapter XIV. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

SxiAT.r, Tow-ss. 

241. (1) The local Government majr, by notification, 

declare that, with respect to some or all of the matters upon 
which a municipal fund may be expended under Section 52, 
improved arrangements are required within a specified area, 
which, nevertheless, it is not expedient to constitute as a 
municipality. 

(2) An area in regard to which a notification has been 
issued under sub-section (1) is hereinafter called a notified 
area. 

(3) No area shall be made a notified area if it contains 
more than ten thousand inhabitants according to the returns 
of the most recent official census, or unless it contains a town 
or baaar and is not a purely stgrioaltural village. 


Const it 
of nu 
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^ . tSdO. 242 

Note*. 

S. 210 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law:— 

S. 388, Behar and Orissa Munici • S. 240, Central Provinces Muni- 
pal Act, VII of 1922. cipal Act, II of 1922. 

S. 178, Bombay Act, III of 1901. S. 337, U P. Municipalities Act, 
S. 210, Burma Municipal Act, III II of 1916. 
of 1898. 

242. (1) The loeid Goverament may— 

(a) impose in any notified area [without the previous 
sanction of the Governor General] any tax which 
could be imposed there by the committee [under the 
provisions of Section 61 whether with or without such 
sanction] if the notified area were a municipality: 
Provided that any tax imposed on buildings and lands 
shall not be subject to the maximum limits prescribed 
by [sub-clause (a), clause (1) of Section 61]; 
Provided also that a tax payable by the owner may 
be made payable by the occupier ; 

(b) apply or adapt to the notified area for the assessment 
and recovery of any tax imposed under clause (a) 
any of the provisions of this Act, or any rules for 
the time being in force, with respect to the Msessment 
and recovery of any tax imposed under this Act; 

(c) arrange for the due expenditure of the proceeds of 
taxes imposed under clause (a) and for the prepara¬ 
tion and maintenance of proper accounts ; 

(d) appoint a committee of one or more persons for the 
purposes of clauses (b) and (r); 

(e) appoint a president of such committee, and fix the 
term of office of member or president of the commit¬ 
tee; 

(/) extend to any notified area the provisions of any 
section of this Act subject to such restrictions and 
■ modifications, if any, as the local Government may 
think fit. 

(2) The proceeds of any tax levied in any notified area 
under thiS'section shall be expendcxl only in some manner in 
which the municipal fund of such notified area might be expend¬ 
ed if the notified area were a municipality. 

Notes. 

S. 211 of the old Act, Provisos to clause (a) are new. 
First proviso to-elaose {a) has been amended ‘ by Act II of 
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1923, the amendment is necessitated .by new provisions of 
S. 61 • * 

Recent changes.— The words within the brackets were 
inserted by S. 9 of the Punjab Municipal Amendment Act, 

1925. 

This amendment was necessitated by the decision 
reported in 4 Lah. 442 which now becomes obsolete. 

Analogous Law:- 

S. 188, Bombay Municipal Act, of 1898. 

Ill of 1901. S. 241, Central Provinces Munici- 

S. 388, U. P. Municipal Act, II of pal Act, II of 1922. 

1916. ' S. 389, Bihar and Oriasa Miinici- 

S. 211, Burma MunicipalAct, III ' Act, VII of 1922, 

Powers of local GoTcrnment to impose taxes. —The powers 
conferred on the local Government by S. L'4J with regard 
to notified areas are limited to the imposition of taxes des¬ 
cribed in S. 61-B, and the sanction of the Governor-General 
in Council is an indispensable preliminary condition for their 
inposition. A notilication which is not necessary under the 
Act shall not be conclusive evidence that the tax was imposed 
in accordance with the provisions of the Act. 1927 Lah. 140; 

100 1. 0.420. 

Presumption under Section 62, Clause (12).— Where sub¬ 
section 12 of S. 62 has not been extended to a notified area no 
presumption of legality of the tax can arise. Under S. 242 
the Government can imjwse taxes without any previous 
notification; where a notification is not necessary under the 
Act it cannot be conclusive evidence of the legal imposition of 
the tax. 1927 Lah. 140; 100 I. C. 426. 

Imposition of taxes requiring previous sanction of Governor^ 

General - The section does not empower the local Government 
to impose any tax which a committee could not impose without 
the previous sanction of the Governor-General in Council. 

4 Lah. 442; 1924 Lah. 361. 

Note,—Thet law has now been changed, vide S. 9 of Act 
1 of 1925. 

243. For the purposes of any section of this Act which may Application 
be extended to a notified area, the committee iqipointed for such 
area under Section 242 shall be deemed to be a municipality. ^ 

Notes. 

S. 212 of the old Act. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 189, Bombay Municipal Act, 

III of 1901. 

S. 338, Q; P. MunicipaUtie'^ Act, 

II of 1916. 


S. 212, Burma Municipal Act, III 
of 1898. 

S. 242. Central Provinces Munici¬ 
pal Act, II of 1922, 
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tSec. 24, 245 & 46 

244. The local Government may at any time cancel or 
modify any notification under Section 240 or any order under 
Section 242. 

Notes. 

S. 213 of the old Act. 

Analogous Latv:—S. 190, Bombay Act, III of 1901. 

245. When by reason of any order of cancellation under 
the last foregoing section any notified area ceases to be notified, 
the unexpended proceeds of any taxes levied therein under 
Section 242 shall be applied as the local Government may 
think fit. 

Notes. 

S. 214 of the old Act. 

Analogous Lazo: — 

S. 191, Bombay Municipal Act, S. 21'1, Burma Municipal Act, 
III of 1901. llloflb98. 

S. 339, U. P. Mnnicipalitie.'^ Act, S. 24 {, Cenli’a! Provinces Miinici- 
II of 1916. f)al Act, 11 of 1922. 

•CHAPTER XIV. 

Mi Nicii'AL Election Ixqi'Iiuks. 

Definition. 246. In this chapter unless there is anything repugnant in 

the subject or context — 

(a) *' Commission" means a person or persons appointed 
by the local Government to hold an inquiry in res* 
pact of an election under this Act. 

(h) ** Costs " means all costs, charges and expenses of or 
incidental to an inquiry. 

(c) ** Election " means any election held under the pro¬ 
visions of this Act or of any rules made there¬ 
under. 

{d) "Inquiry " means an inquiry in respect of an electirm 
by the commission. 

(e) " Pleader ” means any person entitled to appear and 
plead for another in a civil court and includes an 
advocate, a vakil, and an attorney of a high court. 
Notes. 

This chapter was introduced by S. 95 of the Punjab 
Municipal Amendment Act, III of 1933. Some of the matters 


*The whole of this Chapter has been addel by S 95 of the Punjab 
Amendment Act, III of 1933. 
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geo. 24*^, 248 & 249.J 

were provided under election rules framed under S. 240. 
These rules did not provide for procedure to be followed by 
the commission appointed by the local Government to hold 
inquiries into election petitions. 

For matters detailed in S. 248 there was no provision 
under the rules though the rules laid down that the enquiry 
shall be held in accordance with procedure applicable to trial 
of civil suits. 

247. The local Government may appoint a Commiasion 
consisting of one or more persons to hold an inquiry. 


248. In respect of the following matters a Conunission shall 
have the powers which are vested in a court under the Code of 
Civil Procedure, 1908, when trying a suit:— 

(a) discovery and inspection, 

(f>) enforcing the attendance of witnesses, and requiring the 
deposit of their expenses, 

(d) compelling the production of documents, 

(c) examining witnesses on oath, 

(e) granting adjournments, 

(/) reception of evidence taken on affidavit, and 

{g) issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses; 

and may summon and examine suo motu any person whose evi> 
dence appears to be mate: ial; and shall be deemed to be a 
civil court within the meaning of Sections 480 and 482 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. 

Notes. 

Ss. 480 and 482 of Cr, F. Code deal with contempt of 
court. These sections are nifidc applicable to commissions who 
are treated as civil courts for purposes of contempt of court 
offences. 

Analogous Law .— ' 

S. 15 (2), l^mbay Municipal , S. ;57 (2', Bengal Municipal Act, 
Boroughs Act, 1925. XV of 1922. 

249. The provisions of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, 
shall subject to the provisions of this Chapter, be deemed to 
Apply in all respects to an inquiry. 

Notes. 

The rules made under S. 240 though they provided for 
the application of the Civil Procedure Code to the enquiry 
were generally silent as to rules of evidence applicable. This 
section makes the provisions of the Indian Evitlenee Act, 1872, 
applicable to enquiries to be held under this Chapter. 
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250. fb>twithstandmg nlything in any enactment to the 
contrary, no document shall be inadmissible in evidence on the 
ground that it is not duly stamped or registered. 

Notes. 

This provision makes admissible documents which would 
not be admitted in evidence in proceedings before civil 
courts. As the enquiry is generally directed against corrupt 
practices in vogue in elections no documents are shut out so 
that all cases of corrupt practices may be fully enquired into. 

251. (1) No witness shall be excused from answering any 
question relating to any matter relevant to a matter in issue in 
an inqiury upon the ground that the answer to such question 
will incriminate or may tend, directly or indirectly, to incrimi* 
nate him, or that it will expose, or tend, directly or indirectly to 
expose him to a penalty or forfeiture of any kind: 

Provided that— 

(t) no person who has voted at an election shall be re¬ 
quired to state for whom he has voted; sind 

(ts) a witness who, in the opinion of the Commission, has 
answered truly all questions which he has been 
required by the said Commission to answer shall be 
entitled to receive a certificate of indemnity and 
such certificate may be pleaded by such person in 
any court and shall be deemed to be a full and 
complete defence to or upon any charge under 
Chapter IX-A of the Indian Penal Code arising out 
of the matter to which such certificate relates, nor 
shall any such answer be admissible in evidence 
against him in any suit or other proceeding. 

(2) Nothing in sub*section (1) shall be deemed to relieve a 
person receiving a certificate of indemnity from any disquali¬ 
fication in connection with an election imposed by any law or 
any rule having the force of law. 

Notes. 

Subject to the provisions of the chapter.— S. 251 does not 
make S. 132 of the Evidence Act, 1872, applicable to the 
enquiry in its entirety. Certain modilications of S. 132 are 
made. 

252. Any appearance, application or act before the Com¬ 
mission may be made or done by the patty in person or by a 
Pleader duly ap.jointed to act on his behalf : 

Provided that any such appearance shall, if the Commission 
so directs, be made by the party in person. 
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' Notes. 

Civil Procedure Court Orders 3 and 4 have been ma4e 
applicable. 

253. The reasonable expenses incurred by any pmon in*' 
attending to give evidence may be allowed by the Commission 
to such person, and shall, unless the Commission otherwise directs 
be deemed to be part of the costs. 

254. At the conclusion of the inquiry the Commission shall 
submit a report of its findings to the local Government, if the 
inquiry concerns an election held in a municipality of the first 
class, and to the Commissioner in any other case, and such re> 
port shall include the opinion of the Commission on the amount 
of costs, including counsel’s fees as the Commission may deem fit 
to be paid, and the persons by whom and to whom such costs 
shall be pud. 

255. On receiving the report of the Commission the local 
Government in the case of an election held in a municipality of 
the first class, and the Commissioner in any other case, shall pass 
orders either declaring the candidate duly elected or declaring 
the election to be void, and such orders shall be notified in the 
Gazette. Such orders shall be final and shall specify the amount 
of costs to be paid, and the person or persons by whom and to 
whom such costs shall be paid: 

Provided that the Commissioner or the local Government be¬ 
fore passing final orders may remand any case for further in¬ 
quiry or refer any point arising in any case to a civil court for 
opinion; and the civil court shall deal with any case forwarded 
to it as nearly as may be according to the procedure applicable 
under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, to the hearing of 
appeals. 

Final .—See Notes under section 225 and notes on pp.— 

Under the existing rules this reference was made to the 
district .iudge. 

256. A certified copy of any order passed by the local 
Government or by the Commissioner under section 255 regarding 
the cost of the inquiry may be produced before the principal 
civil court of original jurisdiction within the local limits of whose 
jurisdiction any person directed by such order to pay any sum 
of money has a place of residence or business, and such court 
shall execute such order or cause it to be executed in the 
manner and by the same procedure as if it were a decree for the 
payment of money made by itself in a suit. 
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[See. 257 « 25a 
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257. (1) Every officer, clerk, agent or other person who 
performs any duties in connection with the recording or counting 
of votes at an election shall maintain and aid in maintaining the 
secrecy of the voting and shall not (except for some purpose 
authorized by or under any law) communicate to suiy person any 
-information calculated to violate such secrecy. 

(2) Any person who wilfully acts in contravention of the 
provisions of this section shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term not exceeding three months, or with 
fine, or with both. 

Notes. 

Cf. S. 31 of the Bengal Munieipal Act, 1932. 

258. The Local Government may make rules consistent 
with this act, to carry out the purposes of this Chapter, and all 
such rules shall be subject to previous publication. 


SCBEDULE. 

\Vtde Skotkin 2 (O'l 
EnaciiiieiUs repealed. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

Year. 

No. 

1 

i Subject or short title. 

Extent of repeal 



.Ic/i of the Governor- 
General in Council 


18G1 

XX 

The Punjab Municipal Act. 

The whole Act. 

1896 

■ i 

xvrn 

1 

The Punjab .Municipal 
Amendment .Xct. 

Acts of the Lieutenani- 
(lovernor of the Punjab. 

The whole Act. 

1900 

III 

The Punjab .Municipal Act 
Amendment Act. 

The whole Act. 

1905 

I 

Act to amend certain j 
segtions of the Punjab 
District Boards Act, 
1883, and the Punjab 
Municipal Act of 1891. 

Sections 3 and 4. 



Objects and Reasons of Act III of 1911. 


Report of Select Committee and Amending Acts. 
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STATEMENT OP OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

The law relating to municipal self-government in the 
Punjab is contained in the Punjab Municipal Act, XX of 189,1, 
as amended by Act XVllI of 1896, Punjab Act III of 190Q, 
and Act I of 1905. Jt is proposed to repeal these enaetmenj^ 
and to substitute the present Bill, , *** 

2. An alteration of the existing laws is necessitated by 
the following considerations. Experienew has shown that 
the Act of 1891 is in some respects faulty in drafting and 
clumsy in arrangement, fn many cases doubts have been 
thrown upon the intention of the legislature, and in the 
present Bill the opportunity has been taken to resolve all 
such cases of doubt as have been brought under the consider¬ 
ation of Government 

3. In the second place, the advance, which has taken 
place during the period for which the existing law has been 
in force in the ideal of local self-government, has made it 
necessary to grant to municipalities and to the local Govern¬ 
ment more extended powers over matters affecting the 
health and comfort of the public. It will be found that the 
power n )W proposed to be taken does not, except in a very 
few eases, extend beyond power already taken in other 
enactments in force in Britisli India or in rules made there¬ 
under. 

4. The main points on which it has been found desirable 
to amend the existing Act are the following: — 

(o) Under the existing definition of annual value in 

S. 3 of Act XX of 1891, difficulties have arisen regarding the 
calculation of the deduction to be, made from gross rental. 
While the principle of exempting furniture in such assess¬ 
ments has been maintained and gross rental retained as the 
general basis of valuation, provision has been made to regu¬ 
larize the various deductions made in practice by different 
municipalities on account of the rent of furniture. The in¬ 
come-tax rules have been followed as a precedent for allow¬ 
ing a deduction on account of repairs and of the up-keep of 
land let with a building. 

(&) The alterations proposed in the provisions (clauses 
6 to 12) dealing with the constitutions of committees have 
been put forward in the light of experience. It has been 
found that the existing law which restricts the appointment 
of salaried officers of Government to local bodies operates to 
deprive committees of a most useful class of members, and 
it is proposed to limit the restriction to the ease of ex-officio 
seat?. 
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(t) The eofltSmied increase in the amount and complexity 
of the general administration of the large towns of the pro¬ 
vince has proved that it is impossible to cope with the mass 
of current matters of routine w’ithout having recourse to 
delegation. Amendments have been proposed providing for 
(«) the delegation of executive duties, (m) the exercise of 
statutory powers by members and otBeers of the committee, 
and (Hi) the delegation of the whole powers of a committee, 
to be exercised within a specified area, to a sub-committee. 
As regards {»)> the alterations proposed are purely verbal. 
As to (ii), the legality of the exercise, by an individual 
officer or member otherwise than in cases of emergency, of 
the statutory powers of the committee has been questioned 
in the courts, and as such exercise is in all large towns a 
matter of practical necessity, its legality has been placed on 
a legal footing in eases where the liberty of the individual 
is not seriously affected. Thirdly, it has been considered 
desirable to provide for eases w'here, as in the case of a civil 
station, the needs of a definite area can best be dealt with by 
its own representatives. 

(d) Constant difficulties have been experienced in deter¬ 
mining whether, in suits to eject trespassers from nasul 
properties in charge of local bodies, the Secretary of State 
should or should not be the plaintiff. The intention of 
Government at the time when such properties were localized 
is perfectly manifest: the localization scheme was not in any 
way to affect the proprietary right of Government. In view, 
however, of the wording of S. 70 of the Act of 1891, which 
reproduced a similar provision in that of 1884, the relative 
positions of Government and of local bodies in respect to 
such properties are not free from doubt. The fact that the 
existing law provides that all properties transferred to local 
bodies shall vest in them and belong to them might be held 
to defeat the manifest intention of Government to retain its 
proprietary right in nazul properties. The alterations pro¬ 
posed in clause 51 of the draft Bill will, it is anticipated, 
make it clear that any property transferred in the future, 
unless transferred in full proprietary right, will vest in the 
committee only to the extent that it will be held for manage¬ 
ment and control. 

(e) Doubts have been entertained as to whether taxa¬ 
tion assessed on the consumption of water, or partly on the 
eonsumpitton and partly on the rental of the house supplied, 
can be justified under the wording of the Act. Section 44 
provides in general terms for the imposition of a water-tax, 
while Section 120-H refers only to the charges for connec¬ 
tions and not for the water supplied through sudh co]piee>r 
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UotiM, It has therefore been thoxight advisable to plaee the 
legality of such charges on a secure basis and to j^ve to <K»a- 
mittees, as in Chapter VII, the facilities of rv?covery proyide4 
by the Act whether a water-tax is imposed by a percentage 
on the rental or payments are demanded according to tpe 
amount of the water consumed. 

(/) Clauses 147 and 148 restricting the areas in which 
disreputable women or disorderly houses shall be permitted 
and providing for the removal of such establishments from the 
vicinity of educational seminaries and military locations, 
have been drafted in response to the expressed complaints of 
local bodies and educational and military authorities, as the 
existing law does m^t give adequate facilities for dealing 
with this evil. Clause 148 follows the recent legislation 
undertaken in Bengal in 1906 in the Bengal Disorderly 
Houses Act. 

(g) As doubts have arisen in regard to the interpreta¬ 
tion of (he existing sections relating to the erection and re¬ 
erection of buildings, tlie opportunity has been taken to em¬ 
phasize clearly the provisions of the law, and also to make it 
clear that sanction to such buildings may be refused in tbe 
interests of the public for the reservation of open sites and 
the prevention of overcrowding independently of the undesir¬ 
ability of any particular building in question. 

REPORT OP THE SELECT COMMITTEE. 

On thc Bu-r. to make better Paovrsiov kor the ADMrNisTRATiON 

OF MlINIClPAIJTlES IN THE PUNJAB 

We the undersigned members of the Select Committee to 
which the Bill to make better provisions for the administra¬ 
tion of municipalities in the Punjab was referred have con¬ 
sidered the provisions of the Bill and the opinions thereon 
which have been submitted by Government officials, munici¬ 
pal committees and members of the public, and have now 1±ie 
honour to submit this our reptirt, with the Bill as amended 
by us annexed thereto. 

The alterations necessary to give effect to our recommen¬ 
dations are indicated by italics in the Bill as printed. 

Clause 3.— Annual value*’ —In deference to a protest 
from Simla an explanation has been added to the effect that 
a tax primarily payable by the owner shall not be included 
in the gross annual rent if it is shifted by the owner by agree¬ 
ment on to the tenant. This restores the practice which was 
universally observed until a year or two ago. Other minor 
changes have been made in the definition of “ annual value.*' 

Building” —We have brought walls and wells into the 
definition, -r"’"''*■ .- — 
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"'Infecttovs disease.'* —The definition has been extended so 
as to include plague. 

"Street."— Much of the criticism of the definition included 
in the Bill and of the clauses of the Bill which relate to 
streets has been met by the expedient borrowed from the 
Bombay District Municipalities Act of distinguishing in the 
definition betw'een streets and public streets. In the clauses 
of the Bill which confer or imply a rigid of proprietorship 
vested in the commitee the expression “public street " is 
used. 

A definition of “ vehicle ” has been added. 

Chapter TJ .— We have brought together in a single 
chapter all the provisions of the Act on the subject of the 
constitution of the municipalities, and w’e have removed from 
Chapter XII of the Bill and placed in this chapter as a more 
logical arrangement the clauses of the Bill which relate to 
the alteration of municipal limits and the withdrawal of the 
Act from municipal areas. 

Clause 16.—We are of opinion that the abuse of his 
position as a member should be included among the. grounds 
justifying removal from the committee and have provided 
accordingly. 

Clause 20.—The 4th siib-clause of the corresponding 
clause of the Bill as introduced has been omitted as unneces¬ 
sary. 

Clause 21.—It has been made clear that the president’s 
term of office may not extend bey()n<i the term of his member¬ 
ship. With regard to the term t>f office of vice-presidents 
the provisions of section IG (1) of the existing Act have 
been restored. 

Clause 31.—We have empowered the committee to regu¬ 
late by bye-law the executive powers of its officers and 
servants and to provide for appeals against their executive 
orders and the orders of the sub committees. Statutory 
powers are conferred by the Act itself and by delegation 
under the Act. 

Clause 33.—In our opinion the delegation of the statu¬ 
tory powders of the committee to an individual member who 
is not the president or the vice-president is undesirable, and 
we have amended the clause accordingly. We have also 
added wrords to make it clear that delegation may be limited 
to particular classes of cases arising under the sections 
specified. 

Clause 45.—The duty of the committee to give notice 
befre discharge has been made reciprocal. 
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Clause 52.—To obviate possible audit objections recogni¬ 
tion is given to existing practice by including the establish¬ 
ment and maintenance of public j^rks and gardens among 
the objects upon which the municipal fund may be spent. 

Clause 55.—Words have been added which will enable 
the committee with due sanction to deposit money at interest 
with banks. 

Clause qQ {2). —The words “otherwise than by sale” 
have been added because in the opinion of majority of the 
Select Committee immovable property purchased outright by 
the committee should not be liable to resumption by Govern¬ 
ment on terms differing from those which would be applicable 
in the case of resumption from a private purchaser. 

Clause 61 (i?) (a). —We are averse to the abolition of 
the maximum limit for taxes on buildings and lands, but 
recognising that the existing limits, in so far as they are 
defined with reference to annual value, are too low, we have 
raised them. The liability of the owner for taxes on build¬ 
ings has in the case of tenants in perpetuity, that is to say, 
occupancy tenants, been shifted on to such tenants, in accord¬ 
ance with what is believed to be universal practice. 

Clause 6i.—In deference to numerous objections w^e have 
provided that the period within which objections to new 
taxes may be lodged shall be increased from 14 to^30 days. 

Clause (j6. —We have made provision for the assessment 
of yearly taxes by the financial as -well as by the calendar 
year,—an arrangement which will suit the requirements 
of many committees. 

Clause 68.—The words which we have added will relieve 
the committee of the unnecessary obligation of giving notice 
of revision of assessment to persons whose taxes are re¬ 
assessed at the old rates. 

Clause 69.— The wording of the clause as framed was 
calculated to prejudice bom fide objections to assessment. We 
have altered the clause so as to eonSne its scope to defects 
of form. 

Clause 77.—In this clause ar)d in clause 78 we have made 
it clear that evasion of octroi is punishable whether it is 
the committee or a lessee of octroi that is dafrauded. We 
have also made punishable the communication of false 
information no less than the refusal to communicate 
information. 

Clause 84.—The addition made in the Bill as introduced 
to the proviso of sub-section (1) of section 52 of the existing 
^ct is considered unnecessary, aiHi has been struck out. 
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W« {xtade provision in this elaaae and clause 86 
for the casea of elfums or refunds of taxes. 

Clause 99.—The corresponding clause of the Bill as 
introduced provided that all communication pipes and fittings 
installed at the expense of a consumer of water should 
vest in the conuriitee. This provision has met witli con¬ 
siderable criticism, in deference to which we have omitted 
it. 

We have also omitted clause 98 of the Bill as introduced 
as we are of opinion tlmt the taking of water from un¬ 
authorized sources is a matter which should be regulated 
by l^e-law under clause 188 (vi). 

Clause 110.—To the existing provision for the muzzling 
of dangerous dogs we have added a clause providing for a 
general muzzling order during a rataes scare. 

Clause 113.—The alteration which Ave have made is 
designed only to remove an obscurity of meaning in the 
corresponding clause of the Bill as introduced. 

Clause 121.—The clause as originally framed did not 
require licenses for premises used for dangerous or offensive 
tra^s other than for such premises as might be so used 
for the first time after the coming into force of this Act. 
The obligation to take out a license has however been 
operative since the Act of 1891 was passed, and the clause 
has accordingly been altered so as to maintain this obli¬ 
gation, only such premises being excepted as were already 
in use when the Act of lb9l came into force. Brickfields, 
on account of the danger to public health which arises from 
the collection of di*ainage water in their excavations, have 
been included in the list of dangerous trades, but only new 
brickfields will be subject to the license procedure. 

Clause 122. —The Government of India having brought 
to fiotiee the danger from fire arising from cinematograph 
performances, provision has been made for the licensing of 
premises for such performances and other dramatic per¬ 
formances generally. 

Clause 152.—A mistake in punctuation has been correct¬ 
ed and the clause has been re-arranged so as to nmke it 
clear that the powers of the committee over disorderly 
houses and prostitutes do not extend to entire suppression 
and banishment, but only to the prevention of their location 
in particular parts of the municipality. Clause 149 of the 
Bill as introduced which subjected to a penalty soliciting 
for purposes of prostitution has been struck out as unneces¬ 
sary i» tfcbe- jCaarftamstaaaoea of this provkioe. 
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Clause 157.—We desire to bring home to parents their 
responsibility for permitting the streets to be defiled by 
their children in the manner which is only too customary 
in many of our towns, and we have drafted a new clause 
aimed against this nuisance. 

C/aMjg 171.—The clause as framed was confined in its 
operation to private streets. In practice it is considered 
desirable that proprietors of buildings abutting on all un¬ 
metalled roads should bear the initial cost of metalling them 
even though they may be public streets within the definition, 
and we have provided accordingly. 

Clause 77.—In the Bill as introduced and in Section 
168 of the existing Act the extinguishing of a lamp in the 
street is an offence. We have added words to make the in¬ 
tention clear. 

Clause 182. - The clause has been altered with a view to 
rendering it ineunibimt in all eases to obtain the sanction of 
the committee to the picketing of animals in the streets. 
The practice of tying up cattle in public thoroughfares is 
much too common and requires to be remedied. 

Clause 183.—The majority of the committees prefer the 
provisions of Section 1'9 of the existing Act under which 
the obligation to provide lights for vehicles is dispensed 
with when there is sufficient moonlight to render lights 
unnecessary. 

Clause l88 - In the opinion of the Select Committee, the 
powers conferred by the existing Act upon the committees 
of the hill municipalities to make bye-laws for the licensing 
of stables, cow-h<^uses and enclosures for sheep and goats 
and for the regulation of the traffic in the streets should be 
general for all eommittees. We have provided accordingly. 
On the other hand, we have struck out the clause empower¬ 
ing committees to make bye-laws for the assessment and 
collection of the taxes, as this is a subject which is dealt with 
by rules made by the local Government. 

Clause 189.—We have recast the provisions of the Bill on 
the subject of the regulation of buildings, and in conformity 
with universal practice have inserted in the Bill itself, 
instead of leaving the matter to be dealt with in bye-laws, the 
obligation to obtain sanction to the erection of building and 
to give ncdice of i)itention' to build. JThe manner of. tj^Q, 
notice and the details to be furnished "tKerewith arelen. 
for regulation by biejaw, . “ . ^ ’ 

193.—In deference to the weight of opinion we 
have reduced from 3 monthe to 2 months the period within 
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which comaiittees must decide whether to sanction or refuse 
to sanction an application for permission to erect a building. 

We have a'so made it clear that the provision regard¬ 
ing refusal to sanction the erection of a building on the 
ground of the existence of a dispute as to title applies only 
to such dispute between the applicant and the committee 
itself. 

Clause 228.— The explanation iti the corresponding clause 
of the Bill as introduced to the eiTect that “ information ” 
included a police report has been omitted as unnecessary. 

Clause 240,—As piunted out by the Accountant-General 
the explanation regarding the Municipal Account Code was 
misplaced in this clause. This we have remedied. We have 
added a provision which will enable the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioners if authorized by riiles to initiate prosecutions for 
corrupt practices. We have borrowed a useful provision 
from the Cantonment Act of 1910, to enable Government 
limit the scope and generality of its rules under this clause. 

Clause 242.—A new proviso has been added to sub-clause 
(1), consequent upon the restoration in the taxation chapter 
of maximum limits for taxes on property. In the ease of 
notified areas where no octroi is collected and annual values 
are as a rule very low it will often be necessary to impose 
house taxes at rates exceeding those permitted bv clause 
61 (B) (a). 

There are several sections of the existing Act and of the 
Bill as introduced in which it i.s provided that the section 
will not apply to any municipality until it has been specially 
extended thereto by the local Government. In our opinion 
the time has now come for the exorcise of powers under 
those sections by all committees without being specially 
authorized by local Government and we have accordingly 
omitted the following clauses and sub-clauses of the Bill 
as introflueed:— 

Clause G9 (4) —(dn the subject of the registration of 
titles to property. 

Clause 91—On the subject of the prevention of fire. 

Clause 148 (2)—On the 8ub.ject of the control of dis¬ 
orderly houses. 

Clause 18.3 (o)—On the subject of bye-laws relating to 
boundary walls and hedges. 

Clause 192 (2) f — On the subject of the manufacture 
^ and preparation and sale of food and 
Clause 193 (3) drinh. 
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Many other minor amendments, the object of which is 
obvious, are included in italics in the annexed copy of the 
Bill. 


The amendments now proposed do not in our opinion so 
alter the Bill as to require its re publication. 

The Bill was published in the Punjab Ga::ette, English 
and Urdu, on the 26th August 1910. 

M. W. Fkston. Sur/fAN Sinuh. 


A. Mkukuith. 


Haki (’hand.* 


R. H;:MriiuKYs. KnwA.rA Yusak SnAH.t 

0. (.T, Pahsons. Khwaja Ahau Shah.J 

Muhammai> Shafi. Shaiu La(..5 

The 8th March, 191]. 

* I agree generally ev.c-pl with clause-. 124 and iOC> for the following rea- 
sons — 

Clause 124 ^In my opmuon no written permission should be recjuired to use 
stcMtn whistle and steam trumpet tor rh ' parposn of summ )nin^ w >rkmen and 
persons emploved at iaci ines, l ir iht; tactory owners will suffer considerably if the 
permission is withli^dd bv the commissioner. 

Clause 196 —The clause as framed will operate very hardly on landowners 
in thi>» country Tv)depnse an owner of land of the right to make use of it 
without paying compensation for the damage done to him will be very inequit¬ 
able. 

HARI CHAND. 


t I entirely agree with the report except on one point, 

I would hkc to add clause 159 to the clauses mentioned in clause 33 of the Rill 
which deals with delegation of certain powers and functions of committees to 
prtjsident, vice-president or a sub-committee, m order to make it really workable in 
large municipalities. 

KHWAJA YUSAF SHAH. 

J1 cannot concur in the addition of the proviso proposed by the Select Com¬ 
mittee to be added to clause .MO thereof, which runs thus 

“Rrovided that aiiv’ ta\ imp.ised on budding'^ and lands shall not be subject to 
the maximum limit-> pivscnberl by Section 61 i-J (fd 

The addition of siuh a proviso IS not justifiable for the following reasons.-- 
(1) that tlie inhabitants ol rural areas aie noi so well-to-do as the resiclents ol 
large town?, or cities are , (J) that it is essentially necessary to observe leniencv in 
taxing the poorer classes , and (3) that there mast be placed a maximum limit on 
the tax which should in no case exceed the one prescribed by clause i3 [a). 

AHAD SHAH. 


^ Note of Dissent. 

1 regret 1 am unable to agree with imijonty of tlie Select Committee wdh 
respec t to som > pnn isums of ihis Hdl The Hill practically reproduces the pre- 
senM’miiab Municipal Act XX ot l«9l. with ctnUam minor alterations made ui 
order to remove the defects discoveied m the w^orking of the Act No new pro¬ 
visions have been added in order to make an ativance in local self-gov ernmeni and 
thus to carry out (he rcctinimendations of the Decentralization Commi^^ion 
ihouuht the Bill aitordod am excellent opportunity for that purpose, but it nas 
not been availed of The ^ew changes as regards matters of principle 
been made by tlu present Bill seem to me to go m the opposite direction and are 
not likely to advance local ^ell-government. 



^6 


REPOUtr OP dELEOT COMMITTEE 


The specific suggestions as to the clauses of the Bill are as follows — 
h W siib-6ection (2) of the Section 5 of the present Act 

s otiJd be re-enacted. It places restrictions on the power of the local Govern¬ 
ment to reduce the proportion of the elected members after it has been once 


CUua* 16 (6) .—The wording as it stands at present will include those per¬ 
sons who may be dismissed from service for^Vauses other than those involving 
moral defect. 

Clausa 20, Xhe words “and that the local Government may, by notifica- 
tiv>n, exclude any committee from the operation ot this sub-section’' should be 
omitted. The provisions requiring the approval of the local Government or 
Commissioner to the election of the president is a sufficient safeguard 

Ckiita 34. —1 am opposed to this clause which is not to be found in the present 
Act. No case has been made out lor this extraordinary provision. 

Clause 40. —This clause should be omitted 

Clause 41. This is a retrograde step. It requires a municipal committee 
to dismiss Its employe at the bidding of the Commissioner or the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner. A similar provision existed in the Municipal Ihil of 1884/ but after 
consideration was omitte<.l by tlie then Select Committee as undesirable and 
interfering wuth the powers ol the municipal committee I do not understand 
why a provision which was deliberately rejected in 1884 should be introduced 
m 1911. I consider the clause as objectionable. 

Clause 42 •!his clause should be either omitted altogether or confined to 

Ihc committees of the second class 

Clause 122 ---The words “ and no dramatic performance or pantomime" 
s iould be omitted from sub-vsection (1). and necessarv amendment be made in 
sub-section 2. 

Clause 124 -—This clause, m the interests of mdustiy and trade, should be 
omitted 


Clause 207 —This clause is new aud should be omitted. The provisions of the 
Indian Penal Code are sufficient lor tiie object aimed at. 


Clausa 233 -There is no neceh^ity 
the Deputy Commisbioner, and the clause 
Sion should be made to the ellecl that the 
action to the committee 


for giving tins extraordinary power to 
siioiild be left out In anv case, provi- 
Depuiy Commissioner should report Ins 


SHADI LAL 
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THE PUNJAB MUNICIPAL (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1923. 

Punjab Act II of 

(Received the assent of Governor on 28th March 1923 and that of 
the Governor-General on the 24th April 1923, It was fresh 
published on 4th May 1923.) 

An Act to amend the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911. 

Whkkeas it is expedient to amend the law relating to 
municipalities in the Punjab in the manner hereinafter 
appearing and whehkam the previous sanction of the Governor- 
General has been obtained under sub-section (3) of Section 
bO-A of the Government of India Act, ir is ukreby enacteu 
as follows:— 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Punjab Municipal 
(Amendment) Act, 1923. 

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the local 
Government may by notification appoint in this behalf. 

2 . The sections referred to by number hereinafter 
mean the sections as so numbered in the Punjab Municipal 
Act, 1911, unless it appear to the contrary. 

3. (1) In clause (2) of Section 3 the words “the 
whole or any part of *’ shall be inserted between the word 
“ means ’’ and the word “ any.’^ 

(2) In clause (7) of the same section a comma followed 
by the word “ tuberculosis ” shall be inserted after the word 
“ small pox.” 

(3) In clause (lO) of the same section the words, figures, 
letters and brackets “ Section 16-B (A) and ” shall be omitted; 
for the word “chapter ” the w’ord “ chapters ” shall be sub¬ 
stituted; and after the figure “V” the word and figures 
“ and IX ” shall be inserted. 

(4) At the end of the same section the following new 
clauses shall be added, namely:— 

“ (15) ‘ Medical Officer of Health ’ shall include an 
Assistant Director of Public Health and such other person as 
the local Government may by notification appoint as Medical 
Officer of Health, and 

“ (16) ‘ factory * shall have the meaning assigned to it in 
the Indian Factories Act, 1911.” 

4. In Section 11 for the word “three” the word 
“ five ” shall be substituted. 

5. In the proviso to Section 12 the words “ who are 
salaried officers of the Government ” shall be omitted and 
for the words “ one-third ” shall be substituted the words 
“ one*fourth.” 
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section. 


Oath of 
llegiance. 


Amendment 
ifSecton 16. 


6, After Section 12, the following new section shall he 
inserted, namely:— 

“ 12-A. Notwithstanding anything contained in the 
Indian Oaths Act, 1873, every person who is elected or a|)- 
pointed to be a member of a municipal committee shall be¬ 
fore taking his seat take or make, at a meeting of the said 
committee, an oath or alHrmation of his allegiance to the 
Crown, in the following form, namely:— 

“ I, A. B., having been a member of this com¬ 

mittee do solemnly swear (or allirm) that 1 will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to His Majesty the King-Einperor 
of India, his heirs and successors, and that 1 will faithfully 
discharge the duty upon which 1 am about to enter.” 

“ Provided that— 

“ (a) if any such p<‘rson omits or refuses to take or 
make such oath or affirmation his electi(>n or 
appointment as the case may be shall be deemed 
to be invalid; 

“ (6) in the ease of such invalid election the person if 
any who obtained the next largest number of 
votes from amongst those who failed to secure 
election, shall be deemed to have been duly 
elected, or, if the election w^as uncontested, a 
fresh election shall be held, or in the case of 
such inv ulid appointment the local Government 
shall appoint another person in the manner 
prescribed in S. 12; 

‘‘ (f) no person whose election or appointment has been 
deemed to be invalid under this section shall 
be eligible for election or appointment to any 
committee for a period of two years from the 
date on which he ought to have taken or made 
such oath or affirmation.” 

7. (l)ln clause (c) of sub-section (1) of S. 16 between 
the word “ has ” and the word •• absented,” the words “ with¬ 
out reasonable cause in the opinion of the local Government” 
shall be inserted. 

(2) To the same sub-section shall be added the following 
proviso, namely 

‘‘ Provided that when the local Government pn)])Oses 
to take action under the foregoing provisions of this section 
an opportunity of explanation shall be given to the member 
concerned.” 
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8. For Section 19, the following section shall be substi¬ 
tuted, namely:— 

“ 19. Every oflicer or servant employed by the com¬ 
mittee, whether for the whole or part of his time, and every 
member of the committee shall be deemed to be a public 
servant within the meaning of Section of the Indian Penal 
Code.” 

9. For sub-section (1) of Section 32 shall be substituted 
the following sub-section, namely— 

“ (1) In the ease of municipalities of the second class, 
the powers and functions of the local Govern¬ 
ment under Section 12 in regard to the appoint¬ 
ment of members of committees, under clause 
{b) of Section 14, under Sections 15 and 17 and 
under sub section (2) of Section 31, and, in the 
case of notiiied areas, the powders and functions 
of the local Government under Section 242 in 
regard to the appointment of members of com¬ 
mittees may be delegated by the local Govern¬ 
ment to the Commissioner of the Division,” 

10 . In Section 33— 

(1) Between the word “ delegate ” and the word “ to ” 
the brackets and letter “ (a) ” shall be inserted. 

(2) Between the word ‘‘vice-president ” and the word 
“ or ” the words “ the secretary ” shall be inserted. 

(3) Bet\^een the iigures 115 and the ligures 117 the 
(igures and letter 1 l.'i-A and between the figures US and 
the ligures 122, the figures 119 shall be inserted; for the 
letter (o) after the figures 16J, the letter (c) shall be sub¬ 
stituted; Ix'tween the figures 170 and the figures 173 the 
wonls, letters and figures “sub-sections (1) and (2) of 
170-A ” shall be iaserted; betw'een the figures 211 and the 
figures 212, the word and ” shall be omitted; between the 
figures 2l2 and the word “in ” the word and figures “ and 
220 ” shall be inserted. 

(4) Between the figures ‘‘ 212 ” and the word in ” the 
following letters, words and ligures shall be inserted, 
namely:— 

“(b) the Medical Officer of Health, all or any of the 
powers conferred upon the committee under Sections 3!>, lOo, 
109,113,1J4,115,115-A, no, 117, 1 Id, 119, 125, 126, 128, 
131,142, 143, clauses {b) and (c) of 145, 149,160, 203, 204, 
clause (&) of 205, 206, 208 and 211, and the pow'ers con¬ 
ferred on the committee under Section 212 so far as they may 
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Amendment 
Section 38. 


Amendment 
Section 39. 


be applicable to the Civil Surgeon of the District or to any 
officer of the Department of Public Instruction all or any of 
the powers conferred upon the committee under Section 39’*. 

11 . In sub-section (2) of Section 38 for the word “pay” 
the word “ remuneration ” shall be substituted. 

12 . In Section 39 for the word “ pay ** the word “ re¬ 
muneration ” shall be substituted. 


amendment 
Section 43. 

amendment 
Section 44. 


amendment 
Section 55. 


13. In clause (6) of sub-section (2) of S. 43 for the 
word “ ten ” the word “ twenty ” shall be substituted. 

14. For sub-section (2) of Section 44 shall be substi¬ 
tuted the following sub-section, namely :— 

“ (2) In the absence of a written contract to the 
contrary, the committee may dispense with the services of 
any such person by giving the local Government one 
month’s previous notice.” 

15. (1) In sub-section (1) of Section 55 after the word 
“ India ” shall be inserted a comma, and for the remaining 
portion of the sub-section shall be substituted the following 
words, namely “ or invest it in such other securities or 
place it in such other manner as the local Government may 
approve in this behalf and with the previous sanction of the 
Commissioner vary such investment or placement for others 
of like nature.” 


(2) In sub-section (21 of the same section the w’ord 
“ such ” shall be substituted for the word “ the ” between 
the word “ from ” and the word “ securities ’’ and between 
the word “ securities ” and the word '* and ” shall be insert¬ 
ed the w’ords “ or placements.” 

Alteration 16. Por Section 61, the following section shall be sub- 
,ecuon6i. stituted, namely !- 

'‘61. Subject to any general or special orders w^hich the 
local Government may make in this behalf, and to the rules, 
any committee may, from time to time, for the purp<^)ses of 
this Act, and in the manner directed by this Act, impose in 
the whole or any part of the municipality any of the follow¬ 
ing taxes, namely:— 

“ (1) (fl) A tax, payable by the owner, on buildings and 
lands— 


“ (i) not exceeding twelve-and-a-half per centum on 
the annual value; 

“ («) not exceeding in the municipalities of Simla, 
Dharamsala, Dalhousie and Murree, one anna 
and four pies, and elsewhere one anna, per 
square yard of the ground area; or 
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“ (iw) not exceeding in the municipalities of Simla, 
Dharamsala, Dalhousie and Murree, four 
rupees, and elsewhere three rupees, per run¬ 
ning foot of frontage in streets or bazaars ; 

“ Provided that in the whole or any part of the munici¬ 
pality of Simla there may be imposed both a tax on build¬ 
ings and a tax on lands : 

“Provided further that in the case of lands and buildings 
occupied by tenants in perpetuity, the tax shall be payable 
by such tenants. 

“(&) a tax on persons practising any profession or art or 
carrying on any trade or calling in the munici¬ 
pality ; 

“(c) a tax, payable by the owmer on all or any vehi¬ 
cles, animals used for riding, driving, draught 
or burden, and dogs, when such vehicles, 
animals used as aforesaid, and dogs are kept 
within the municipality ; 

“(d) a tax, of the nature of a toll, on vehicles and ani¬ 
mals used as aforesaid entering the municipality ; 

“Provided that— 

“(«■) no such tax shall be levied in respect of any 
vehicle or animal for which a tax is paid under 
clause (c), 

“(«) any owner of such vehicle or animal may com¬ 
pound for the tax by paying the corresponding 
tax under clause (c) if such tax is in force in 
the municipality ; 

**(e) a tax, payable by the employer, on menial domestic 
servants ; 

“(/) a tax, payable by the occupier of any building in 
respect of whicli the committee has, in exercise 
of the powers conferred by Sections 159 to 165 
of this Act undertaken the house-scavenging: 

“Provided that a committee shall not impose any tax 
without the previous sanction of the local Government 
when— 

“(t) it consists of members less than three-fourths of 
w'hom have been elected, or 

“(»*) its cash balances have, at any time within the 
three months preceding the date of the passing 
of the resolution imposing the tax, fallen below 
Rs. 20,000 or one-tenth of the income accrued 
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in the previous financial year whichever amount 
shall be less. 

“ (2) Save as provided in the foregoing clause, with the 
previous sanction of the local Government any other tax 
which under rules made under clause (a) of sub-section (3) 
of Section 80-A of the Government of India Act a local Gov¬ 
ernment may be authorized to impose by any law made by 
the local legislature without the previous sanction of the 
Governor- General. 

“ (3) With the previous sanction of the local Govern¬ 
ment and of the Governor-General in Council, any tax.” 

17. (1) In sub section (4) of Section 62 for the words 
forward its proposal to the local Government, with the 

objections (if any) which have been submitted as aforesaid, 
and its decision thereupon” shall be substituted the 
following 

“ (a) in the ease of a tax falling under clause (1) of 
Section 61, direct that the tax be imposed, and 
shall forward a copy of its order to that effect 
to the local Government ; 

“ (&) in the case f»f any other tax, forward its proposals 
to the local (Government with the objections 
(if any) which have been submitted as aforesaid 
and its decision thereon.” 

(2) In sub-section (5) of the same section, for the 
word “ such ” the word “ a ” shall be substituted and be¬ 
tween the word “proposal ” and the word “may” the 
words “ forwarded under clause (b) of sub section (4) ” 
shall be inserted. 

(3) In sub-section (7) of the same section— 

(a) for the words “ When any prop )sal of a committee 
has been sanctioned by the local Government, 
or by the local Government and the Governor- 
General in Council as the ease may be ” shall 
be substituted the following words, namely :— 

“ (fl) when a copy of aji order under clause (a) of 
sub section (4) has been received ; or 

“ (&) when a proposal has been sanctioned under 
sub-section (o) or sub-section (6) ” ; 

{b) between the word “such ” and the word “pro¬ 
posal ” the words “ order or ■*’ shall be inserted. 

18. In Section 68 the words “ for the whole or any part 
of the municipality ” shall be inserted between the word 
“ prepare ” and the word “ a ”. 
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19. In Section 74— 

(1) in sub section (1) the words “ and the transferee ” 
shall be inserted between the word “transferer” and the 
word “ shall 

(2) After sub-section (2) the following new sub-section 
shall be inserted, namely : - 

“ (3) Whenever the title to or over any building or land 
has devolved upon any person by inheritance, the heir shall 
within three months of the date of the death of the former 
owner give notice in writing of such inheritance to the com¬ 
mittee.” 

(3) The brackets and ligure “ (4) ” shall be substituted 
for the brackets and figure “ (3) ”, and in the sub-section 
so renumbered the words “or heir” shall be inserted 
between the word “ transferee ” and the word “ for 

20. In Section 76 between the word “ octroi ” and the 
W'ord “limits ” the words “or terminal tax” shall be 
inserted, 

21 . Tn sub-section (1) of Section 77 between the word 
“octroi ” and the word “ limits ” the words “ or terminal 
tax ” should be ins(>rt<‘<l. 

22 . In Section 78— 

(1) the brackets and figure “ (1) ” before the word 
“ if ” shall be omitted. 

(2) for the word “ goods ” wherever it occurs the 
words ‘‘ animals oi- arficles ” shall be substituted, 

(3) between the words “ the octroi ” and the word 
“boundary ” wherever they occur the words '* or terminal 
tax ” shall be inserted. 

(4) sub-section (2) shall be omitted. 

23. A fter Section 78, the following new sections shall 
be inserted, namely :— 

“78-A. When a cantonment authority, with the sanc¬ 
tion of the Governor-General in Council or any municipal 
committee or small towns committee has agreed wth the 
committee of an ad.ioining municipality or small town that 
in consideration of the payment of a lump sum or otherwise 
the same octroi or terminal tax limits shall be established 
^r tlie contracting parties the committee may fix limits 
under Section 188 so as to include so much of the area 
controlled by the said contracting parties as it may deem 
necessary, and shall have the same powders of collecting 
octroi or terminal tax on animals or articles brought within 
such limits ; and the provisions of this Act relating to 
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octroi and terminal tax shall apply in the same way as if the 
said limits were wholly comprised in the area of the muni¬ 
cipality. 

“ 78-B. When terminal tax is leviable on animals or 
articles conveyed out of the terminal tax limits the provisions 
of Sections 76, 77, 78 and 78-A shall be deemed, so far as 
may be, to apply in respect of the animals or articles so 
conveyed.” 

24. (1) Section Si shall be renumbered sub-section (1) 
of Section 81, and to it shall be added the following words, 
namely:— 

“ The ci^ts of such proceedings shall be recoverable 
from the defaulter in the same manner as the 
said arrears.” 

(2) To the same section shall te added the following 
sub-section, namely:— 

“ (2) An application made under sub section (1) 
shall be in writing and shall be signed by the 
president, a vice-president or the secretary 
of the committee, but it shall not be necessary 
to present it in person.” 

25. For Section 90 the following shall be substituted, 
namely:— 

“ 96. (1) The committee may, and when the lo(^l 
Government so directs shall, provide the area under its 
control or any part thereof with a supply of wholesome 
water suflBeient for public and domestic purpt)ses. 

“ (2) For the purpose of providing such supply within 
the municipality the committee shall cause such tanks, 
reservoirs, engines, pipes, taps, and other works as may he 
necessary to be constructed or maintained, whether within 
or without th^ manicipality; and shall erect sufficient stand¬ 
pipes or other conveniences for the gratuitous supply of 
water to the public. 

“ (3) When required by the Medical Officer of Health, 
the committee shall arrange for the examination of water 
supplied for human consumption for the purpose of 
determining whether the water is wholesome.” 

26. (1) In sub section (1) of Section 107 the words 
“ Civil Surgeon or ” between the word “ the ” and the word 
“ Health ” shall be omitted and for the words “ health 
officer ” the words “ Medical Officer of Health ” ehall he 
9 ab 9 tituted. 
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(2) In sub section (3) of the same section between the 
word ** Act ” and the word “ without th^ words “ without 
a eertiScate from the Medical Officer of Health to be confirmed 
by a resolution of the committee that such burial or burning 
ground is not prejudicial to the public health or,” shall l>e 
inserted. 

27. In Section 115, between the word “ owner ” and 
the word “or ” the word “ part-owner ” shall be inserted. 

28. After Section 115, the following new section shall 
be inserted, namely:— 

“115-A. The committee may by notice require the 
owner or occupier of any land on which cattle or other 
animals are habitually tethered to have the same properly 
paved or drained or both.” 

29^ In Section 120, the words “ Sanitary Commissioner 
or the Civil Surgeon or,” shall be omitted and for the words 
“ health officer ” the words “ Mediecil Officer of Health ” 
shall be substituted. 

30. In sub-section (1) of Section 121— 

(1) for the semi-colon after the word “ tallow ” shall 
be substituted a comma followed by the words “ dressing 
raw hides ”. 

(2) between the words “ engine house ” and the word 
“or ” the word “ store-house ” shall be inserted and a 
comma shall be placed after the words “ engine house”. 

(3) between the word ‘‘ smells ” and the word 
noises ” the word “ gases ” shall be inserted. 

(4) between the words “ trade in ” and tlic word 
“ hay ” the words “ unslaked lime ” shall be inserted. 

31, After Section 121, tiie following new section shall 
be inserted, namely:— 

“121-A. (1) Within any municipality to which this 

section shall have been exton led by the local Government 
no person shall use as a factory any place which has not 
previously been so used without having obtained the consent 
of the committee. 

“ (2) The consent of the committee may be given with¬ 
out condition or subject to the. condition that tlie owner or 
user of the said factory shall provide adequate housing 
accommodation for labourers employed in the factory or for 
any proportion or class of such labourers: 

“ Provided that the consent of the committee shall not be 
withheld for any reason except the refusal of such owner or 
uaer to comply with sudti condition; 
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“ Provided further that if the committee neglect or omit 
to give their consent within a period of two months from 
the date of application, such consent shall be deemed to 
have been given without condition.” 

32. In each sub-section of Section 122 between the 
word “ dramatic ” and the word “ performance ” the words 
“ or circus ” shall be inserted. 

33. For sub-section (1) of Section 124 shall be sub¬ 
stituted the following sub-section, namely:— 

“ (1) No person shall use or employ in any factory or 
other place any steam whistle or steam trumpet for the 
purpose of summoning or dismissing workmen or persons 
employed without the written permission of the committee 
in granting which the committee may impose such conditions 
as it may deem proper as to the times at which the whistle 
or trumpet may be used.” 

34. In sub-section (2) of Section 128 for the word 
“ twenty ’* the word “ fifty ” shall be substituted. 

35. (1) Section 13.') shall be renumbered sub-section 
(1) of Section 135 and the following sub-section shall be 
added, namely: 

“ (2) any person acting in contravention of the terms 
of sub-section (1) shall be punishable witii a fine not exceed¬ 
ing fifty rupees.” 

(2) In the same section the word “ ferrule ” shall be 
inserted between the word “ pipe ” and the word “ drain”. 

36. In Section 136 the words In municipalities to 
which the provisions of this section may at any time, by 
notification, be extended by the local Government” shall 
be omitted. 

37. In sub section (2) of Section 140 between the word 
“ paved ” and the word with ” the words “ by the owner or 
part-owner of such building ” shall be inserted and for the 
word “ them ” between the word “ by ” and the word “ and ” 
the words “ the committee ” shall be substituted. 

38. In Section 141, between the word “ fails ” and the 
word to ” the word “ forthwith ” shall be inserted and 
between the word “ to ” and the word “or ” the words“ the 
Medical Officer of Health ” shall be substituted for the wonls 
“ to such officer as the committee may direct 

39. In Section 145 for the words “ In any municipality 
to which this section may be extended 1^ the local Govern¬ 
ment, the committee may ” the words “ The committee may, 
and when the local Government so directs, shall ’ ’ shall 1^ 
9 ubstit;uted. 
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40 . In Section 149 the words “ civil surgeon or ” 
between the word “ the ” and the word “ health ” shall be 
omitted and for the words “ health officer ” wherever they 
occur the words “ Medical Officer of Health shall be sub¬ 
stituted. 

41 . At the end of Section 150 the following proviso 
shall be added, namely: — 

“ Provided that this section shall not apply to those 
areas to which the local Government has directed or may 
direct that the Punjab Adulteration of Pood Act, 1919, shall 
apply.’ 

42 . In Section 156, for the words whoever, without 
the permission of the committee, or in disregard of its orders, 
throws or deposits or permits his servants or members of 
his household under his control to throw or deposit earth 
or materials of any description, or refuse, rubbish or offens¬ 
ive matter of any kind, upon any street or into any public 
sewer or drain or any drain communicating therewith ” the 
follov^ing words shall be substituted, namely; — 

The occupier of any building or land from which any 
offensive matter, rubbish, nightsoil or carcase is thrown or 
deposited on any part of a public place or street or into any 
public sewer or drain or into any drain communicating 
with a public sewer or drain without the pei’mission of the 
committee or in disobedience of its orders.” 

43 . To Section 165, shall be added the following new 
sub-section, namely; - 

“ (3) should any sweeper (other than a customary 
sweeper) who is under contract to do the house-scavenging 
of a house or building disiv'ntiuue to do such house-scaveng¬ 
ing without having given 14 days’ notice to his enjployer or 
without reasonable cause, he shall on conviction be punish¬ 
able with a fine which may extenrl to ten rupees.'* 

44 . For Section 169, the following shall be substituted, 
namely:— 

“ 169. The committee— 

“(o) may lay out and make a new public street and 
construct tunnels and other works subsidiary 
thereto and 

“(6) may widen, lengthen, extend, enlarge, raise or 
k)wer the level of or otherwise improve any ex¬ 
isting public street vested in the committee, and 

“(c) may close temporarily any public street or any 
part thereof for any public purpose, and 
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“(</) may turn, divert, discontinue or close any public 
street so vested, and 

‘*(e) may provide within its discretion building sites of 
such dimensions as it deems fit, to abut on or 
adjoin any public street made, widened, length¬ 
ened, extended, enlarged, improved, or the level 
of which has been raised or lowered by the 
committee under clauses (a) and (b) or by the 
local Government, and 

“(/) subject to the provisions of any rule prescribing 
the conditions on which property may be aaiuired 
by the committee, may acquire any land along 
with the building thereon, which it deems neces¬ 
sary for the purpose of any scheme or work 
undertaken or projected in exercise of the powers 
conferred under the preceding clauses, and 

“(ty) subject to the provisions of any rule prescribing 
the conditions on vvhicl) property vested in the 
committee may be transferred, may lease, sell 
or otherwise dispose of any property acquired 
by the committee under clause (/), or any land 
used by the committee for a puWic street and 
no longer required therefor, and in doing so 
may impose any condition as to the removal of 
any building existing thereon, as to the descrip¬ 
tion of any new building to be erected thereon, 
as to the period within which such new building 
shall be completed, and as to any other matter 
that it deems lit.” 

sections. 4S. After Section 170, the following new sections shall 
be added, namely 

/er to “ 170-A. (3) No person shall cut down any trees or cut 

re pro- off a branch of titiy tree, or creed or demolish any building 
s”dunnB OF part of a building, or alter or ropai r the outside of any 
iff down building, where such action is of a nature to cause obstruc- 
o*r*”dr danger or annoyance, or risk of obstruction, danger or 

hn p{ annoyance, to any person using a street, without the previous 
ings. permission in writing of the committee. 

“(2) The committee may at any time by notice require 
that any person doing or proposing to do any of the acts 
referred to in sub-section (1) shall refrain from beginning or 
continuing the act unless he puis up, maintains and provides 
from sunset to sunrise with sufficient lighting such hoard¬ 
ings oj screens as are s|)eciiied or described in the notice and 
may further at any time by notice require tiie removal, 
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within a time to be specified in the notice, of any hoarding or 
screen erected in anticipation or in pursuance of any of the 
said acts. 

“(3) Whoever contravenes the provisions of sub-section 
(1) or fails to comply with the terms of a notice under sub¬ 
section (2) shall be punishable with fine which may extend 
to fifty rupees and when the contravention or non-compli¬ 
ance is a continuing one with a further fine which may extend 
to five rupees for every day after the first during which the 
contravention or non-compliance continues. 

“170-B. (1) No person shall lay out or make or com¬ 
mence to lay out or make a street without the sanction of 
the committee; 

“(2) Every person wiio intends to lay out or make a 
street shall give notice in writing to the committee of such 
intention; 

“(3) Where a committee has issued an order under clause 
(6) of Section 170-C no notice under sub-section (2) shall be 
deemed to be valid until the particulars required under 
such order have been furnished to the satisfaction of the 
committee. 

“ 170-C. The committee may, within one month of the 
receipt of the notice required by sub-section (2) of Section 
170-B, issue— 

“(o) an order directing that for a period therein speci¬ 
fied, which shall not be longer than one month 
from the date of such order the intended work 
shall not be proceeded with, or 

“(&) an order requiring further particulars. 

“ 170-D. Within tw'o months after the receipt of the 
notice required by sub-section (2) of Section 170-B, the com¬ 
mittee may refuse to sanction the proposed street, or may 
sanction it either absolutely or subject to such written direc¬ 
tions as to level, metalling, paving, means of drainage, direc¬ 
tion and width as the committee may deem fit to issue, and 
the person laying out or making such street shall comply 
wfith the sanction of the committee in every particular; 

“ Provided that should the committee neglect or omit for 
two months after the receipt of such notice, or if an order 
has been issued under clause (6) of Section 170-C, fail within 
the period specified in such order, to make and deliver to the 
person w'ho lias given such notice an order of sanction or 
refusal in respect thereof, it shall be deemed to have sanc¬ 
tioned the proposed street absolutely. 


Notice to be 
given and 
sanction ob¬ 
tained befc re 
m a k i n g a 
street. 


Order o f 
committee on 
notice being 
given under 
Section 170- 
B. 


Sanction 
of committee 
with regard 
to new street. 



8&0 PUNJAB MUNICIPAL AMENDMENT ACT, 1S23 


Duration oi 
sanction. 


“ 170.E. Every sanction for the laying out or making 
of a street which shall be given, or be deemed to have been 
given, by a committee, shall remain in force for one year 
only from the date of such sanction. Should the laying out 
or making of the street not have bt^en commenced within the 
said period of one year, the sanction shall be deemed to have 
lapsed; but such lapse shall not bar any subsequent appli¬ 
cation for fresh sanction under the foregoing provisions of 
this Act. 


“ Explanation. —A street shall be deemed to be made or 
laid out when it is demarcated on the ground by permanent 
boundary-marks. 

Penalty. „ 170- F, Whoever begins, continues or completes the 

laying out or making of a street without giving the notice 
required by Section 170-B or in contravention of any written 
directions made under Section 170-D, or of any bye-law 
or provision of this Act, shall be liable to a fine which 
may extend to live hundred rupees. 

Notice t o “ 170-0. In any cast' where the committee considers that 
owner of land any land is being or has been laid out as a street without 
under street, (he notice required by Section 170-B, having been given or 
in contravention of any written direction made by the com- 
.mittee under Section IfO-B, or of any bye-law or provision 
of this Act, the committee may, by notice in writing, require 
the owner of the land to alter the street in such manner as 
it deems necessary and the owner or occupier of any build¬ 
ing which is being or has been built on or along the street 
to alter or demolish such building.” 


Amendment 46. In sub section (1) of Section 172, the w’ord “ any ” 
of Section ghall be substituted for the word “ a ” between the word 
“ at ” and the word “ point 


Amenrlmt nt 
o f Section 

X73, 


47. (1) In clause (c) of sub-jscetion (1) of Section 173 

between the W'ord “ deposits ” and ifie word “ building ” 
shall be inserted the w'ords “ or causes to be deposited ”. 


(2) Between the word “ subsidence '* in clause (d) of 
the same sub section and the word “ shall ” shall be inserted 
a new clause (e), namely: -- 

“(e) erects or sets up any fence, post, stall or 
scaffolding in any public street.” 


(3) In clause (i) of sub-section (2) of the same section 
between the word “ police ”and the word “ any ” the words 
“ or any other agency ” and after the word “ merchandise ” 
the woi^s “ and any such fence, post, stall or scaffolding ” 
shall be inserted. 
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(4) In elanse («) of the same sub-seetion the words 
“ and the expense of such restoration shall be reeoverable 
from the offender " shall be omitted. 

(5) To the same sub-section shall be added the word 
“ and ” and the following new clause, namely:— 

** (in) recover the expenses incurred by the committee 
under this sub-section from the offender.” 

48. Section 183 shall i)e renumbered subsection ( 1 ) of'^'s^tton 
of Section 183, and the following sub-section shall be added, 183 . 
namely: — 

“ (2) Whoever, in driving, leading or propelling a 
vehicle along a street, fails without reasonable excuse — 

“ (a) to keep to the left, or 

“ {b) where he is passing a vehicle going in the same 
direction, to keep to the right of that vehicle, 
shall liable to a fine which may extend to 
twenty rupees.” 

Exception. —This sulvsection shall not apply to a 
municipality wholly or in part situated in a hilly tract.” 

49. (1) The brackets and figure “(1)” prefixed to Amendment 

Section 183 shall be omitted. jgg Section 

(2) In clause {d) of the same section the following 
new sub-clause shall be inserted after sub-clause {*»), 
namely: — 

{iv) for the scavenging, removal and disposal of all 
rubbish, filth, nightsoil, sullage or sewage in 
such buildings.” 

(3) In the same clause, sub-clauses, (tV) and (v) shall 
be renumbered {v) and {vi), respectively. 

(4) In sub-clause (r) of the same section a comma shall 
be inserted after the words “ flour mills ” followed by the 
words “ food grain godowns, disptmsing chemist’s shop ”. 

(5) To the same clause shall be added the following 
new sub-clause, namely:— 

“ (m) for the licensing, inspection and proper regulation 
of theatres and other places of public resort, 
recreation or amusement.” 

(6) In clause (.< 7 ) of the same section for the words 
“ goods or animals ” the words “ animals or articles ” shall 
be substituted, and the words or exported therefrom ” 
shall be added after the word “ municipality ”, 
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(7) In clause (A) of the same section the word “ or ” 
between the word “ sheep ” and the word “ goats shall be 
omitted, and after the word * goats " shall be added the 
words “ or swine, and regulate the grant and withdrawal of 
such licenses 

(8) After clause (j) of the same section shall be 
inserted the following new clauses, namely:— 

“ (f) render licenses necessary for hand-carts used for 
hawking articles for sale; 

“ (m) regulate the conditions on which permission may be 
given under sub-section ( 1 ) of Section 173 and 
provide for the levy of fees and rent for such per¬ 
mission, and 

(9) Clause (/) of the same section shall be relettered (t?). 

50. To sub-section (3) of Section 189, the following new 
clause shall be added, namely:— 

“ (r) where the building appears likely to be used as a 
factory, require the provision of adequate housing accom¬ 
modation in connection therewith.” 

51. .( 1 ) In clause (/) of Section 190 the word “ and ” 
after the word “ consist ” shall be omitted. 

(2) In clause ( 3 ) of the same section, for the full stop 
after the word “ fire ” shall be substituted a semi-colon fol¬ 
lowed by the word “ and” and the following new sub section, 
namely;— 

“ ih) for godow'ns intended for the storage of food-grains 
in excess of fifty maunds, the materials and 
method of construction to be used in order to 
render them rat-proof.” 

52. (1) In Section 193 between the word ‘‘ committee ” 
and the word *■ neglect ” the words ‘‘ in any ease except that in 
which notice has been given of an intention to build upon 
land belonging to the committee ” shall be inserted. 

(2) In the Explanation to the same section for the words 
either on grouqds affecting the particular building or in 
pursuance of a general scheme sanctioned by the Commis¬ 
sioner restricting the erection or re-erection of buildings or 
any class of buildings within specified limits for the preven¬ 
tion of overcrowding, or in the interests of the residents 
within such limits or for any other public purpose. Per¬ 
mission may also be refused in any case in which ” shall be 
substituted the following, namely: - 

“ (t) for any reason, it may deem to be just and 
sufficient as affecting the said building) or 
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“ (*V) in pursuance of a general scheme sanctioned by 
the Commissioner restricting the erection or 
re-erection of buildings or any class of build- 
ings- 

“ (fl) for the prevention of overcrowding, or 

“ (6) in the interests of the residents within 
such limits, or 

** (c) in the interests of the public generally, or 
(d) for any other public purpose. 

The committee may also refuse permission if 

53 In Section 135 for the words “ a reasonable time ** 
betw^een the w'ord ** within*’ and the word “require ’’the 
words “ six months ” shall be substituted. 

54. After Section 195 shall be added the following new 
section, namely:— 

“195 A. (1) Where a buildinsr is begun as described 
in Section 195 but not completed, the eommi^e may within 
six months by notice require the building operations to be dis¬ 
continued from the date of the service of such notice. 

“ (2) Any person failing to comply with the terras of 
such notice shall be punishable with a fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees and w’hen the non-compliance 
is a continuing one, with a further fine which may extend 
to fifty rupees for every day after the first during which the 
non-compliance continues.” 

55. (1) In clause (a) of Section 197 between the word 
“ manufacture ” and the w’ord “or ” shall be inserted a 
comma followed by the w'ord “ sale ” and between the word 
“ preparation ’ ’ and the w'ord “ for ’* shall be inserted the 
words “ or exposure ”, 

(2) Clauses (&) and (d) of the same section shall be 
omitted, and clauses (c), (e), (/) and (fj) shall be re-lettered 
(b), (c), (d) and (<?) respectively: 

(3) In clauses (e) and (/) of the same section, now re¬ 
lettered (f) and (d), respectively, between the w’ord “ milk ” 
and the word “ butter ” in each clause the word “ and ” 
shall be omitted, and after the word ** butter ” in each 
clause shall be inserted a comma followed by the words “ ghi, 
curd, meat, game, fish and poultry ”. 

(4) For clause (g) of the same section now re-lettered 
(e) the following shall be substituted, namely, “make regula¬ 
tions for the grant and withdrawal of licenses and the levying 
of fees therefor under this section,” 
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(5) In the proviso to the same section the words and 
letter “ or clause (d) ” between the words and letter “ clause 
(a) '' and the word “ of " shall be omitted. 

(6) To the same section shall be added the following 
additional proviso, namely:— 

“Provided further that nothing herein contained shall 
affect the operation of Section 43 of the Punjab Laws Act, 
l872j and the rules made thereunder.” 

56. After Section 197 shall be added the following new 
section, namely : — 

“ 197-A. No wild bird or animal in respect of which any 
close time has been notified by the local Government under 
Section 3 of the Wild Birds and Animals Protection Act, 1912, 
shall whether dead or alive be possessed or sold during such 
close time within any municipality; and no such bird or 
animal shall at any other time be sold within any municipality 
except under an annual license to be granted by the com¬ 
mittee: provided that these prohibitions shall not extend to 
wild birds or animals possessed or sold as pets.” 

57. In Section 208 for the words “ health offieer” the 
words “ Medical Officer of Health ” shall be substituted, and 
the brackets and figure “(1)” after the figures “188 ” shall 
be omitted. 

58. (1) In sub-section (1) of Section 215 between the 
words “ behalf and ” and the word “ may ” the words “ every 
such notice and every order made under Section 1!J3 ” shall 
be inserted. 

(2) To the same sub section the following proviso shall 
be add^, namely: - 

“Provided that such notice may be signed by the Medical 
Officer of Health when it is issued by the committee under 
any section of this Act under which power may be delegated 
to the Medical Officer of Health under clause (b) of Section 33 
and has been so delegated.” 

59. After Section 219 the following new section shall 
be inserted, namely:— 

“ 219-A. Every person convicted of an ofTonce under 
this Act on account of any act or omission, shall, notwithstand¬ 
ing any punishment to which he may have been sentenced for 
such offence, pay compensation, the amount of which shall 1^ 
determined by the Ma^strate before whom he was so con¬ 
victed, to the committee for any damage that may have 
occurred to any property of the committee, in consequence of 
such act or omission. 
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60. In Section 221 the words “ one hundred ” shall be 
substituted for the word “ fifty 

61. To Section 222 the following new sub section shall 
be added, namely;— 

“ (6) Where under Section 113 or Section 114 the 
committee has executed any w’ork, the cost thereof may be 
recovered from the owner or occupier in connection with w’ork 
done under Section 113, and from the owner in connection 
with work done under Section 114, in the manner herein 
provided for the recovery of the cost of work from a default¬ 
ing owner or occupier and subject to the provisions herein 
contained.” 

62. In sub-section (1) of Section 223 between the word 
“ receiving ” and the words the rent ” shall be inserted a 
comma followed by the words “ or being entitled to receive”, 
and for the words or of his being as agent or trustee the 
person w’ho would receive the rent if the property were let 
to a tenant ” between the word “ trustee ” and the words 
“ would under ” shall be substituted the words “ of a person 
or society ” and between the word “ property ” and the word 
“ for ” the word “ and ” shall be omitted. 

63. In sub-section (2) of Section 224 between the word 
‘ to ” and the word “ any ” the words “ or in respect of ” 
shall be inserted. 

64. In clause (c) of sub-section (1) of Section 225 for 
the word “or ” shall be substituted a comma followed by the 
figures “ 121 *’ and a comma, and for the comma after the 
figures “ 123 ” shall be substituted the word and figures 
« or 124”. 

65. In the Explanation to Section 228 between the word 
“vice-president ” and the word “or ” the 'words “ Medical 
Officer of Health ” shall be inserted. 

66. In sub-section (1) of Section 229 between th<; word 
“ vice-president ** and the word “ or ” a comma followed 
by the words “ Medical Officer of Health ” shall be inserted. 

67. (1) In sub-section (1) of Section 240 for the words 
“ for which it considers that a form should be provided and 
may make rules consistent with this Act, ” the words “ and 
may make any rules consistent with this Act to carry out 
the purposes thereof and in particular and without prejudice 
to the generality of the foregoing power may make rules ” 
shall be substituted. 

(2) For clause («) of the same sub-section the follow¬ 
ing clause shall be substituted, namely;— 
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“ («) as to the procedure to be observed for the employ¬ 
ment, punishment, suspension or removal of officers and 
servants of tJie committee and as to appeal from orders of 
punishment or removal.” 

(3) In clause (.s) of the same sub-section for the word 
“ goods wherever it occurs the words animals or articles” 
shall be substituted. 

68 . In the proviso to clause (a) of sub-section (1) of 
Section 242 for the figures, letters and brackets “ 61-B (o) ” 
shall be substituted the words, figures, letters and brackets 
“ sub-clause (a) of clause (L) of Section 61.” 



tHE PUNJAB MUNICIPAL AMENDMENT ACT, 1925. 

The PiiNjAB Act, i oi’ 1925. 

[Received the assent of the Governor on the 22nd March, 1925, 

and that of the Governor-General on the 5th April, 1925.] 

An Act further to amend the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911. 

Whkbeas it is necessary and expedient further to amend 
the Punjab Municipal Act, l9ll, inthe manner hereinafter 
appearing, and wnKREAb the previous sanction of the Gover¬ 
nor-General under sub-section (3) of Section 80-A of the 
Government of India Act has been obtained, it is hkrkbv 

KNACTED as follOWS ; — 

1 . (J) This Act may be called the Punjab Municipal 
(Amendment) Act, 1925. 

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the local 
Government may by notification appoint in this behalf. 

2. In Section 4 of the I’unjab Municipal Act, 1911 
(hereinafter referred to as the said Act),— 

(i) for sub-section (1) the following sub-section shall 
be substituted, namely 

** (1) The local Government may by notification propose 
any local area to be a municipality under 
this Act: 

“ Provided that no military cantonment or part of 
a military cantonment shall, without the consent 
of the Governor-General in Council, be includ¬ 
ed in any such area.” 

(«) after sub-section (7) the following new sub-sections 
shall be inserted, namely:— 

“ (7-a) When a local area, the whole or part of which 
was a notified area under this Act, is declared 
to be a municipality under this section the 
municipal committee shall be deemed to be 
the perpetual successor of such notified area 
committee in respect of all its rules, bye-laws, 
taxes and all other matters whatsoever. 

“ {?-b) When a local area, the whole or part of which was 
a small town under the Punjab Small Towns 
Act, 1921, is declared to be a municipality 
under this section, the municipal committee 
shall be deemed to be the perpetual successor of 
such small town committee in respect of all its 
rules, bye-laws, taxes and all other matters 
whatsoever,*^ 
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3. To sub-clause (&) of clause (1) of Section 

the said Act the following Explanation shall be added, 
namely:— 

'* Explanation. —A Government official or person holding 
an office under the local Government or the 
Government of India or a local authority shall be 
deemed to be practising a profession within the 
meaning of this sub-clanse/’ 

4 . In clause (o) of sub-section (2) of Section 70 of the 
said Act for the words, letters and brackets under clause 
(B) (/) the words, figures, letters and brackets ‘ under 
sub-clauses, (c), (d) and (e) of clause (J) and under clauses 
(2) and (5)” shall be substituted. 

5. In sub-section (J) of Section 72 of the said Act for 
tlie words, figures, letters and brackets “ Section 61, division 
IB), clause (a) or (/i)'' the words, figures, letters and 
brackets “sub-clause (o) of clause (1) of Section 61 ” shall 
be substituted, 

6 . In Section 188 of the said Act, - 

(*) to clause (<) the following words shill be added, 
namely: 

“ and prescribe the conditions for the grant and re¬ 
vocation of such licenses. ” 

(h) for clause («) the following clause shall be sub¬ 
stituted, namely;— 

“(«) regulate the conditions on which and the periods 
for which permission may be given under sub 
section (1) of Section 172 and subsection (1) of 
Section 17i>, and provide for the levy of fees and 
rents for such permission; and ” 

7 . In Section 240 of said Act,— 

(») for subsection (2) the following sub-section shall be 
substituted, namely ; — 

“(2) Rules under clause (ff) of subsection (i) may 
among other matters provide— 

“{*) for the delinition of the practices at elections held 
under the provisions of this Act wffiich are to 
be deemed to be corrupt; 

“(«) for the investigation of allegations of corrupt 
practices; 

“(w) for making void the election of any person proved 
to the satisfaction of Ihe local Government 
in the case of a municipality of the first class, 
or of the Commissioner ‘ in the ease of a muni¬ 
cipality of the second class, to have been gitQty 
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6t a (Sorropt praetice or to have connived at or 
abetted the commission of a corrupt practice or 
whose agent has been so proved guilty, or the 
result of whose election has been materially 
affected by the breach of any law or rule for 
the time being in force ; 

“ (iv) for rendering incapable of municipal office either 
permanently or for a term of years any person 
who may have been proved guilty as aforesaid 
of a corrupt practice or of conniving at or 
abetting the same; 

“ (v) for prescribing the authority by which questions 
relating to the matters referred to in clauses (d), 
((?), and (/) of sub-section (1) shall be determin¬ 
ed; and 

“ (vi) for authorizing courts to take cognizance of the 
breach of any such rules on the complaint of the 
rieputy Commissioner or some person authorised 
in writing by the Deputy Commissioner.” 

(«) in sub section (4) for the word, brackets and 
letter “ clause (rl” the word, brackets and letters “ clauses 
(m) and u'l” shall be substituted, and for the word fifty ” 
the words “ live hundred ” shall be substituted. 

8 . Section 8 adding S. 240-has been repealed by 
Amendment Act, III of 1933. 

9. In clause (a) of sub-section (1) of Section 242 of 
the said Act between tlie words “ notified area ” and the 
words “ any tax ” the words “ without the previous sanction 
of the Governor-General in Council ” shall be inserted and 
after the word “ committee ” the words “ under the 
provisions of Section (il whether with or without such 
sanction ” shall be inserted, 

A'otc.—This amendment fias been rendered necessary by the 
ruling of the Lahore High Court reported in 4 I,. 442 (=A.I.R. 1924 
Lah. 361, P. B. The aliove decision of the High Court becomes iHw 
obsolete. 

10 . In Section 244 of the said Act for the figures 
“ 240 ” the figures 241 ” shall be substituted. 

11. In Section 245 of the said Act to the opening 
words shall be prefixed the following words, figures, letter 
and brackets, namely:— 

“ Save as provided in sub-section (7-a) of Section 4 of 
this Act.” 

12. The amendments made in the said Act by Sections 
2 and 11 shall have effect as if they had been made on the 
first day of October 1911, and the amendments made by 
Sections 3 and 9 shall have effect as if they had been made on 
the ninth day of May 1923, 
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THE PUNJAB MUNICIPAL AMENDMENT ACT, 1926. 

Thk Punjab Aot, XV of 1926. 

[Received the assent of the Governor on the 25th October 1926 and 
of the Governor-General on 26th Xovember 1926 and was 

published in the Punjab Gazette of 10th December 1926.] 

An Act to amend the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911. 

Wherkas it is expedient to amend the Punjab Municipal 
Act, 1911, in the manner hereinafter appearing, it is hkbkbv 
ENAOTso as follows; - 

1. This Act may be called the Punjab Municipal 
(Amendment) Act, 1926. 

2. In Section 3 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911 
(hereinafter referred to as the said Act) after clause (4) 
the following new clause shall be inserted, namely:— 

“ (4a) ‘ Deputy Commissioner ’ includes any ofScor or 
officers at any time appointed by the local 
Government to perform in any local area the 
functions of a Deputy Commissioner under this 
Act.” 

3. In Section 93 of the said Act, between the words the 
committee may ” and the word “ establish ” the following 
words shall be inserted, namely:— 

and if the local Government so directs, shall 

4. In the sub-section (I) of Section 94 of the said Act 
the brackets and w'ords “(if direct'd so to do by a Magistrate 
or the Secretary or a member of commiltee) ’’shall be omitt¬ 
ed, and for the words “ above the rank of constable ” the 
words not below the rank of Sub-Inspector ” shall lie 
substituted. 

5. In Section 188 of the said Act— 

(») in clause {b) for the w'ords ‘‘ and the loads to be 
carried by such (pnveyanees, animals, or persons w’hen hired 
within the municipality for a period not exceeding twenty- 
four hours, or for a service which would ordinarily be per¬ 
formed within twenty-four hours ” the following words shall 
be substituted, namely 

“and limit the load which may be carried by any 
carriage, cart, or other conveyance, plying for hire, 
ynthin the limits of the municip^lit^” ^ ^ 
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(if) after sub-clause (vU) of clause (e) the following 
new sub-clause shall be added, namely: - 

“ {viii) for the inspection and proper regulation of 
channels which are supplied with water from 
any canal to which either the Northern India 
Canals and Drainage Act, 1873, or the Punjab 
Minor Canals Act, 1905, applies.” 

6 . In Section 195 of the said Act, for the words 
“ within six months ” the following words shall be substitut¬ 
ed, namely:— 

“ to the owner within 6 months from the commence¬ 
ment of the building or from the contraven¬ 
tion of Ihe terms of any sanction, or of any 
bye-law framed under Section 190, as the 
ease may be.” 

7. In Section 195-A of the said Act, for the words 
“ witliin six months by notice ” the following words shall be 
substituted, namely;— 

“ by notice, to be delivered to the owner within six 
months from the commencement of the build¬ 
ing, or from the contravention of the terms of 
any sanction, or of any bye law framed under 
Section 190, as the case may be,” 

8. At the end of sub-section (1) of Section 231 of the 
said Act the following proviso shall be added, namely:— 

“ Provided that the powers of a Commissioner or 
Deputy Commissioner under clause (a) may 
be exercised by any other officer or officers 
empowered by the local Government in this 
behalf by a general or special order.” 

9. After clause {<j) of Section 240 of the said Act the 
following new clause shall be inserted, namely:— 

“ {qq) for the regulation of contracts with electric 
supply companies for the supply of electrical 
energy.” 
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THE PUNJAB MUNICIPAL AND SMALL tOWNS 
AMENDING ACT 1929. 

Th!c Punjab Acr of 1929. 

[^Received the assent of His Excellency the Governor on the 30th 
July 1929 and that of His Excellency the Viceroy and Acting 

Governor General on the 24th August 1929 and was first 
published in the Punjab Gazette Extraoi^inary 
of the 31st August 1929,'] 

An Act further to amend the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, 
and the Punjab Small Towns Act, 1921. 

Whereas it is expedient further to amend the Punjab 
Municipal Act, 1911, and the Punjab Small Towns Act, 1921 
in the manner hereinafter appearing, it is hereby enacted as 
follows:— 

1. This Act may be called the Punjab Municipal and 
Small Towns Amending Act, 1929. 

2. In Section 4 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911— 

(t) in sub-section (7a) the following words and figures 
shall be added at the end, namely:— 

“ and the notified area committee shall continue 
in office, and shall, notwithstanding any thing 
contained in this Act, be deemed to be the 
municipal committee, until the appointment 
and election of members is notified by the local 
Government under Section 12. ” 

(ij) in sub-section (7b) the following words and figures 
shall be added at the end, namely:— 

“ and the small town committee shall continue 
in office, and shall, notwithstanding anything 
contained in this Act, be deemed to be the 
municipal committee, until the appointment 
and election of members is notified by the 
local Government under Section 12, ” 

3. In the Punjab Small Towns Act, 1921 

(i) after sub-section (4) of Section 3, the following 
new sub-section shall be inserted, namely:— 

“ (5) The local Government may at any time 
cancel or modify any notification issued under 
this section. ” 

(«) after sub-section (3) of Section 4, the following 
new sub-sections shall be inserted, namely:— 

“ (4) When a local area, the whole or part of 
which w^ notified area, under the Punjab 
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Municipal Act, 1911, is declared to be a small 
town under Section 3, the notified area com¬ 
mittee shall continue in office, and shall not¬ 
withstanding anything contained in this Act, 
be deemed to be the small town committee, 
until the appointment and election of members 
is notified by the Commissioner in the 
Gazette under sub-section (3). 

“ (5) The local Government may at any time cancel 
or modify any notification issued under this 
section. 

“ (6) The Commissioner may at any time cancel or 
modify any notification issued under sub¬ 
section (3).” 
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THE PUNJAB MUNICIPAL AMENDMENT ACT, 1933. 

Thk Punjab Act, III of 193H. 

[Received the assent of His Excellency the Governor on the 
April 1933, and that of His Excellency the Viceroy and 
Governor-General on the 27th May, 1933, and was first 

published in the Punjab Gazette of the 16th June 1933,] 

An Act further to amend the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911. 

■Whkkeas it is expedient further to amend the Punjab 
Municipal Act, 1911, for the purpose and in the manner 
hereinafter appearing, and svhkuk.as the previous sanction of 
the Governor-General, under sub-section (3) of Section 80-A 
of the Government of India Act, has been obtained, it is 

HEKEUY ENACTED aS follOWS; — 

1 . (1) This Act may be called the Punjab Municipal 
(Amendment) Act, 1933. 

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the local 
Government may by notification appoint in this behalf. 

2 . In clause (2) of Section 1 of the Punjab Municipal 
Act, 1911 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), for the 
word Lieutenant-Governor ” the word “Government” 
shall be substituted. 

3. In Section 3 of the said Act— 

(i) for clause (2) the following clause shall be substitut¬ 
ed, namely:— 

“ (2) ‘ building ’ means any shop, house, hut, outhouse, 
shed or stable, whether used for the purpose of human 
habitation or otherwise and whether of masonry, bricks, 
wood, mud, thatch, metal or any other material whatever ; 
and includes a wall and a well: ” 

(«) after clause (2), the following new clause shall be 
inserted:— 

“ {2a) ‘ building line ’ means a line beyond which the 
outer face or any part of an external wall of a building may not 
project in the direction of any street, existing or proposed: ” 

{Hi) for clause {4a), the following clauses shall be 
substituted, namely:— 

“ {4a) ‘ Deputy Commissioner ’ or ‘ Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner of the district' includes Additional Deputy Com¬ 
missioner, Joint Deputy Commissioner or any person or 
persons at any time appointed by the local Government to 
perform in any district or districts the functions of a Deputv 
Commissioner under this Act: ^ ^ 
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“ Provided that no official shall be so appointed unless he 
has for three yp;irs exercised the powers of a magistrate of 
the first class. 

«(4J) ‘ Coniniissi<mer ’ or ‘ Commissioner of the division ’ 
includes Additi'Hial Commissioner, Joint Commissioner or 
any person or persons at any time appointed by the local 
Government h) p erform in any division or divisions the fune 
lions of a Commissioner under this Act: 

“ Provided that no official shall be so appointed unless he 
has for five years exercised the powers of a magistrate of 
the first class. ’ ’ 

(tV) for Claus ‘ ( J), the following clause shall be sub¬ 
stituted, namely: - 

“(13) (o) ‘Street’ shall mean any road, foot-way. 
square, court, alley, or passage, accessible, whether perma¬ 
nently or temporarily, h) th(^ public, and whether a thorough¬ 
fare or not ; 

“ and shall include ('very vacant space, notwithstanding 
that it may be private projierty and partly or wholly 
obstructed by any gate, post, chain or other barrier, if 
houses, shops or other buildings abut thereon, and if it is 
used by any pet sons as a means of access to or from any 
public place or thoroughfare, whether such persons be 
(Xjcupiers of such buildings or not, but shall not include any 
part of such space which the occupier of any such building 
has a right at all hours to prevent all other persons from 
using as aforesaid; 

and shall include also the drains or gutters therein, 
or on either side, and the land, whether covered or not 
by any pavement, verandah or other erection, up to the 
boundary of any abutting property not aeciessible to 
the public : 

'• (b) ' public street ' shall mean any street - 

“ (t) heretofortf levelled, paved, metalled, channelled, 
sewered or repaired out of municipal 
or other public funds, unless befime snch 
work was carried out there was an agreenwnt 
with the proprietor that the street shouht not 
thereby become a public street, or unless such 
work was done witnout the implied or express 
con.sent of the proprietor ; or 

“ (tt) which, under the provisions of Section 171, is 
declared by the committee to be, or under 

any other provision of this Act becomes, a 

public street; ” 
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(v) for clause (15), the following clause shall be sub¬ 
stituted, namely:— 

“ (15) ‘ Medical Officer of Health * means such person 
as the committee has appointed Medical Officer of Health, or 
such person as the local Government may by notification 
appoint Medical Officer of Health, or. failing such appoint¬ 
ment, the District Medical Officer of Health.” 

(vi) after clause (IG), the following new clauses shall 
be inserted, namely: — 

“(17) ‘public place* means a space which is open 
to the use or enjoyment of the public, whether or 
not private property and whether or not vested in the 
committee. 

“ (18) (fl) ‘ built area ’ is that portion of a municipality 
of w’hich the greater part has been developed as a business 
or residential area. 

“ (b) ‘ unbuilt area ’ is an area within the municipal 
limits which is declared to be such at a special meeting of 
the committee by a resolution confirmed by the local 
Government, or which is notified as such by the local 
Government.*’ 

on*°"-A Section 12-A shall be omitted. 

3 Punjab 

'cipaf 

1911 

^ndment 5. In Section 13 of the said Act— 

i’unjah (i) For sufescction (1) the following subsection 
'‘P»' shall be substituted, namely:— 

“ (1) If a member of committee is appointed by office, 
the person for the time being holding the office shall be a 
member of the committee utitil the loc.al Government shall 
otherwise direct, or until there has Ikhmi issued a notification 
of elections after a general election.” 

(it) After sul>seetion (4) the following subsection 
shall be added as sub-section (5), namely;-- 

“ (5) When as the result of an emjuiry held under 
Chapter XIV an order declaring the election of any member 
void has been notified, such member shall forthwith C/Case to 
be a member of the committee.” 

ution 6. For Section 15 of the said Act, the following section 
sec- shall be substituted, namely; — 

»f the 
Mu- 
Act, 
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“15. If a member of a committee wishes to resign 
his office he shall submit an application in writing through 
the Deputy Commissioner to the local Government. If such 
resignation is accepted, it shall be notified in the gazette on 
a date not less than 15 days and not more than 60 days 
after the receipt of the said member’s application by the 
Deputy Commissioner whereupon the member shall de deem¬ 
ed to have vacated his seat; 

“ Provided that if a member who has submitted an appli¬ 
cation to resign wishes to withdraw his resignation he may 
apply to the Deputy Commissioner within 15 days of the 
receipt by the Deputy Commissioner of his application to 
resign, and the application to resign shall then be deemed to 
have been withdrawn,” 

7. (1) In sub section (1) of Section 16 of the said Act— 

(t) for sub clause (e) the following suDelausc shall be 
substituted, namely:— 

“(e) if, in the <»pinion of the local Government, he 
has llagrantly abused his position as a 

member of the committee or has through negli¬ 
gence or misconduct been responsible for the loss, 
or misapplication of any money or pro|)erty of 
the comroittoe. 

(«) sub-clause (/) shall be omitted and sub-clause 
(ff) relettered sub-clause (f ); 

(itt) in the same sul)-se.ction i'>etween clause (er), as 
relettered (/) and the jiroviso the following clause shall be 
inserted, namely:— 

“ (q) if, being a legal practitioner, he acts or appears 
in any legal proceeding on behalf of any person 
against the committee, or on behalf of or against 
the Crow’n or the Secretary of State for India 
in Council W’here in the opinion of the local 
Government such action or appearance is contrary 
to the interests of the committee:” 

(»V) I'or the proviso to the same sub-section the follow¬ 
ing proviso shall be substituted, namely: - 

“ Provided that l)efore the Iwal (-lovernment notifies 
the removal of a member under this section the 
reasons for his proposed removal shall be com¬ 
municated to the member concerned, and he shall 
be given an opportunity of tendering an explana¬ 
tion in writing; and 

(2) For sub-section (2) of the same section the 
following sub-section shall be substituted, namely:- 
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(2) A person removed under this section or whose 
seat has been vacated under the provisions of Section 14 {e) 
or whose election or appointment has teen deemed to be 
invalid under the provisions of sub-section (2) of Section 
24, or whose election has teen declared void for corrupt 
practices or intimidation under Ihe provisions of Section 
255, or whose election the local Government has under 
Section 24 refused to notify, shall be disqualified for election 
for a period not exceeding five years; 

“ Provided that a person whose election or appointment 
has been deemed to be invalid under the provisions of 
sub-section (2) of Section 24, shall not te disqualified for 
election or appointment for a jjeritxl ex(;eeding two years 
from the date of dtejualification.” 

8. In sub section (1) of Section 17 of the said Act 
between the w'ords “ elected member ” and ihe words “ a new 
member ” the words “ or by the vacation of his seat under 
the provisions of sub-section (5) of Section 13,” shall te 
inserted. 

9. For section 22 of the said Act, the following section 
shall be substituted, namely:— 


“ 22. Whene\'er a president or vice-president vacates 
his seat or tenders in writing to the itommittee his resig¬ 
nation of his office, he shall \acate his office; and any presi¬ 
dent or vice-president may be removed from office by the 
local Government on the ground of abuse of his powders 
or of habitual failure to perform his duties or in pursuance 
of a resolution requesting his removal passed by two-thirds 
of the members of the committee: 

“ Provided that before the local Government notifies his 
removal, the reason for his proposed removal shall be 
communicated to him by means of a registered letter in 
which he shall he invited to tender within twenty one days 
an explanation in writing, and, if no such explanation is 
received in the office of the Secretary, Transferred 
Departments, within twenty-one days of the despatch of the 
said registered letter, the local Government may proceed 
to notify his removal. ’ ’ 

10 . For Section 24 of the said Act the following section 
shall be substituted, namely: - 
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“24. (1) Every election and appointment of a member 

or president of a committee shall be notified, in the case of a 
municipality of the first class, by the local Government, and 
in the case of a municipality of the second class, by the 
Commissioner of the division, and no member shall enter 
upon his duties until his election or appointment has been so 
notified and until, notwithstanding anything contained in the 
Indian Oaths Act, 1873, he has taken or made, at a meeting 
of the committee, an oath or affirmation of his allegiance 
to the Crown, in the following form, namely:— 

‘ I, A, B., having been elected (or appointed) a member 

of the munieix)al committee of_do solemnly swear 

(or affirm) that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance 
to His Majesty the King-Emperor of India, his heirs and 
successors, and that 1 will faithfully discharge the duty upon 
which I am about to enter.’ 

“(2) If any such person onnts or refuses to take or 
make the oath or affirmation as required by sub-section (J) 
within three months of the dab' of the notification of his 
election or appointment, his election or appointment, as the 
ease may be, shall be deemed to lie invalid unless the local 
Government for any reason which it may consider sufficient 
extends the period witliin which such oath or affirmation 
may be taken or made. 

“ (3) If an election is deemed to lie invalid under the 
provisions of sub-section (2) a fn'sh election shall be held; 
and if an appointment is deemed to be invalid under the 
provisions of sub-section (2) the local Government shall 
appoint another person: 

“ Provided that the local Government or, in the east' of 
any municipality of the second class the Commissioner, with 
the previous sanction of the local Government, njay refuse 
to notify the election as member of any person who could be 
removed from office by the Uical Government under any of 
the provisions of Section 16, or of any person whom the 
local Government for any reason which it may deem 
to affect the public interests may consider to be unfitted to 
be a member of the committee and upon such refusal, the 
election of such jierson shall be void.” 

11. In clause (2) of Section 25 of the said Act, after 
the word “ absence ” the words “ or during the vacancy of 
his ottice ” shall be inserted. 

12 . After sub-section (2) of Section 26 of the said Act, 
the following sub-section shall be inserted, namely;:— 
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“ (3) when a special and an ordinary meeting are called 
for the same day, the special meeting shall be held as soon as 
the necessary quorum is present.’' 

13. (a) In sub-section (1) of Section 31 of the said 
A ct""“ 

(i) for the words from ‘‘ Every committee ” to “ rules as 
to the following words shall be sul)stituted, namely: — 

“ Every committee may, from time to time, and shall, 
if so required by the local Government, 
provide by bye laws consistent with this Act 
and with the. rules for ”. 

(it) after clause (</) of tJie same sub-section, the 
following new clause sJiall be insertiHl, namely:— 

(i??) conditions on which registers, documents, 
maps and plans of the committee may be 
inspected by tlie public, and copies of them 
supplied, and the fees payable for such 
inspection or for the supply of such copies;” 

(b) for sub-section (2), of the same section the follow¬ 
ing sub-section shall be substituted, namely: — 

(2) No bye-law made under clause (r) or clause (d) or 
clause (/) of sub section (1) shall take effect until it has 
been approved by the local Government.” 

14. In Seetiou 32 of the .sakl Act, in sub-section (l)— 

(1) between the. \M)r<l “ committees ” and the w’oi’d 
‘‘ under ” occurring in line 4 the words, ligures, and brackets 
“ under sul)-section (1) of Section 13 ” shall lie inserted; 

(2) between the figures “31 ” and the word “and” 
occurring in line 5 the words and figures “ and under Section 
41 ” shall be inserted, and 

(3) for the words “the Commissioner of the Division” 
the words “ any person ” shall be substituted. 

15. For Section .‘^3 of the said Act the following 
section shall be substituted, namely:— 


“33. (1) Notwithstanding anything in this Act, every 
committee may, subject to the provisions of Section 46, with 
the previous sanction of the local Government in the ease of 
the first class, and of the Commissioner in the ease of those 
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of the seconed class, by resolution, delegate: — 

fa) to the president, a vice-president, the secretary 
or a sub-committee all or any of the powers con¬ 
ferred upon the committee by sections 39, 72, 
75,77,97,98,101,105, 10,(1), 110,113, 114, 
115,115-A, Il7,118, 119, 122, 124, l26, 127, 
128,129,130,131,140, 142,143, l45, (&) and 
(c), 106, 169 (c), 170, 170-A (1) and (2), 172 
(2), 173, 176, 191, 19)-A, 203 to 208 (both 
inclusive), 210, 211, 212 and 220; 

“(h) t(') the Medical Officer of Health all or any of 
the powers conferred upon the committee under 
Sections 39,105,109, 113,114,115, il5-A, llG, 
117, 118,119, 125,126, 12s, 131, ]42,143,144, 
14), [clauses (6) and (c)], 146,149, 155, 156, 
157, 166, 182, 203, 204, 205, [clamsc (ft)!, 206, 
208, 211, and 212; 

“(c) and to the Inspector-(leneral of Civil Hospitals, 
Civil Surgeon of the district or any officer of 
the Department of Public Instruction or Public 
Health or all or any of the powers conferred 
upon the committee under Section 39, 

“ (d) and to the Munieif'al Engineer the powers con¬ 
ferred upon the committee under Section 195-A, 
and under Section 195, except to the extent 
that compt)sition under that section shall re- 
ijuire the sanction of the committee 

in respect of all or particular classes of cases arising under 
these sections, and for the whole or any part of the munici¬ 
pality, and may, by resolution, withdraw the powers so 
delegated. 

(2) the delegation by the committee of any power 
under sub section ( 1 ) may be made subject to the condition 
that all or any or-dors made in pursuance of such delegation 
shall be subject Id the riirht of appeal to, or revision by, the 
committee within such j;K'rio<.l as may by bve-law be prescrib¬ 
ed.” 

16. For Sectii)!! 35 of the said Act. the following section 
shall be substituted, namely: — 

“ 35. (1) On the occurrence or threatened occurrence of 

any event involving or likely to involve extensive damage 
to property or danger to human life or grave inconvenience 
to the public, the president or, in the absence of the president 
or during the vacancy of his office, a vice-president may, if in 
his opinion there is an emergency necessitating action before 
he matter can be considered by the committee, direct the 
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execution of any such work or the doing of any such aed 
which the committee is empowered to execute or do, as the 
emergency shall in his opinion justify or require, and may 
direct that the expense of executing such work or doing such 
act be paid from the municipal fund: 

“ Provided that every such action taken under this section 
shall be reported to the committee at its next meeting. 

“ (21 The president or vice-president shall not act under 
this section in contravention of any order of the committee. 

“ (3) The president or in his absence or during the vacancy 
of his office a vice-president may prohibit, until the matter 
has been considered by the committee, the doing of any act 
which is in his opinion undesirable in the public interest: 

“ Provided that the act is one which the committee has 
power to prohibit. 

“(4) No direction given in this section shall be questioned 
in any court on the ground that the ease was not one of 
emergency.” 

17. Sub-section (2) of Section 3S of the said Act shall 
be renumbered sub-section (.3) of that section, and for sub¬ 
section (1) of that section the following sub-sections shall 
be substituted, namely: — 

“ (i) Every committee shall, from time to time, at a 
special meeting, appoint, subject to the approval of the local 
Government in the ease of a municipality of the first class and 
of the Commissioner in the ease of municipality of the second 
class, one of its meml)ers, or any other person, to be its 
Secretary, and may. at a like meeting, suspend, remove, dismiss 
or otherwise puni.sh any person so appointed; 

“ (2) The committee may, and shall when so required by 
the local (Government appoint at a special meeting a person 
or persons approved by the local Gf)vernment to be its 
Medical Officer of Flealth or Engineer, and may assign to him 
or them such remuneration as it may think fit, and may, at a 
special meeting, remove or dismiss any person so appointed!: 

“ Provided that a Medical Officer of Health towards 
whose emoluments a contribution is made by the local 
Government shall not be appointed or dismissed without the 
previous sanction of the local Government.” 

18. For Section 39 of the said Act, the following section 
shall be substituted, namely:— 

“ 39. Subject to the provisions of this Act and the rules 
arkl bye-laws made thereunder, a committee may, and if so 
required by the local (Government shall, employ other 
officers and servants, and may assign to such officers and 
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servants sneh remuneration as it may think fit, and may 
suspend, remove, dismiss, or otherwise punish any officer or 
servant so appointed. 

19 . For Section 41 of the said Act the following section 
shall be substituted, namely: — 

“ 41. If in the opinion of the local Government any 
officer or servant of the committee is negligent in the dis¬ 
charge of his duties, the committee shall, on the requirement 
of the local Government, suspend, fine or otherwise punish 
him; and if in the opinion of the local Government he is 
unfit for his employment, the committee shall dismiss him.” 

20 . For clauses {b) and (c) of sub-section (2), 
Section 43 of the said Act, the following clauses shall be 
substituted, namely: 

“(ft) if his pay is less than twenty rupees a month, 
either permit him to contribute to a provident or 
annuity fund established under (c) or grant him 
a gratuity on retirement; and 

“(c) if his pay is over twenty rupees a month establish 
and maintain a provident or annuity fund, and 
compel him to contribute thereto.” 

21. For sub-section (2) of Section 45 of the said Act 
the following sub section shall be substituted, namely:— 

“ (2) should any officer or servant employed by a com¬ 
mittee, in the absence of a written contract authorising him 
so to do, and without reasonable cause, resign his employ¬ 
ment or absent himself from his duties without giving one 
month’s notice to the committee he shall be liable to forfeit 
a sum not exceeding one month’s w’ages out of any wages 
due to him, and if no wages, or less than one month’s wages, 
are due to him, he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
Avages for one month or an amount equal to the difference 
between one month’s wages and the wages due to him, which 
shall be recoverable in the manner provided by Section 81.” 

22 . For sub-section (1) of Section 48 of the said Act, 
the following sub-seetion shall be substituted, namely: - 

“(1) If any member, officer or servant of a committee 
or of a joint committee, without the previous permission in 
writing* of the Commissioner voluntarily renders himself 
interested in any contract made with that committee, or if 
within one month of his becoming interested in any such 
contract he neither resigns nor obtains the permission in 
writing of the Commissioner for his remaining a member, 
officer or servant of the committee inspite of his interest in 
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such contract, he shall be deemed to have committed an 
offence under Section 168 of the Indian Penal Code: 

“ Provided that for the purposes of this sub-section 
a person who has been elected but whose election has not been 
notified shall be deemed to be a member.” 

23 . For Section 50 of tlie said Act, the following section 
shall be substituted, namely;— 

the^em^rs ** ) Every ])erson shall be liable for the loss, 

of the com- Waste or misapplication of any money or other property 
mittee. belonging to a committee, if such loss, waste or misapplication 
is reported by the Examiner of Local Fund Accounts or 
other audit authority empowered by the local Government 
in this behalf to be a direct consequence of his neglect or 
misconduct in the performance of his duties while a member 
of the committee; and he may after being given an opjwr- 
tunity, by notice served in the manner provided for the 
service of summonses in the Civil Procedure Code, to show 
cause by written or oral representation why he should not be 
required to make good the Ic^ss, be surcharged with the value 
of such property or the amount of sueli money by the Deputy 
Commissioner, or, if the Deputy Commissioner is a member 
of the municipal committee, by the Commissioner, and if the 
amount is not paid within fourteen days from the expiry of 
the period of appeal prescribed by sub-section (2) the 
Collector at the request of the Deputy Commissioner or 
Commissioner, as the case may be, shall proceed forthwith 
to recover the amount as if it were an arrear of land 
revenue, and have it credited to the municipal fund. 

“ (2) The person against whom an order under clause 
(n is made may, within thirty days of the notification of 
such order, appeal to the Commissioner from the order of the 
Deputy Commissioner, or, if the order has been passed by 
the Commissioner, to the local Government, who shall 
appoint an officer to hear the app*al; and the appellate 
authority shall have the power of confirming, modifying or 
disallowing the surcharge: 

“ Provided that no person shall under this section be 
called upon to show cause after the expiry of a period of 
four years from the occurrence of such loss, waste or mis- 
application or after the expiry of one year from the time of 
his ceasing to be a member; 

“ Provided further that nothing in this section shall be 
deemed to debar the aggrieved party from seeking a remedy 
in a civil court against an order made under clause (1).” 

24 . For Section 51 of the said Act, the following section 
shall be substituted, namely;— 
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"51. There shall be formed for each municipality a 
municipal fund, and there shall be placed to the credit 
thereof— 

“ (o) all sums received by, or on behalf of the commit¬ 
tee under this Act or otherwise ; and 

“ (6) the balance (if any) standing at the credit of the 
municipal fund of the municipality at the com¬ 
mencement of this Act.’* 

25 . (1) (j) In sub-section (1) of Section 52 of the 

said Act, clause (h) shall be relettered as (c) and in clause 
(c> as relettered for the word “secondly” the word 
“ thirdly ” shall be substituted, and between clauses (c) 
and (c) as relettered, the following shall be inserted as 
clause (ft), namely:— 

“ (6) secondly, such sum as the committee may be 
required by the local Government to con¬ 
tribute towards the cost of such Local Self- 
Government Board or Inspectorate as the 
local Government may establish, for the 
purpose of advising, assisting and supervising 
the work of Municipal Committees and other 
local bodies: 

“ Provided that such sum shall not exceed an amount 
equal to one per cent, of the income for the financial year pre¬ 
ceding the year, in which the committee is called upon to 
make the contribution,” 

(it) For clause (r) of the same sub-section the following 
clauses shall be substituted, namely:— 

“ (d) fourthly, such sum as may be required to pay the 
expenses incurred in auditing the accounts of the 
committee, and such portion of the cost of any 
public expenditure by the Government of India or 
the local Government as may be held by the local 
Government to be equitably payable by the com¬ 
mittee in return for services rendered to it; ” 

(iii) After clause fd) as relettered of the same sub¬ 
section the followi ng clauses shall be inserted, namely:— 

“(c) fifthly, such sum as the committee may be required 
by the local Government to contribute towards 
the maintenance of pauper lunatics or pauper 
lepers sent from any place in the province to 
mental hospitals or public asylums whether in 
or outside the province; 
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“ (/) sixthly, such sum as may be due to Government in 
respect of the cost of maintenance by Govern¬ 
ment, on behalf of the committee, of water-works, 
drainage, sewage or otiier works/’ 

(2) After sub-section (2) of the same section, the follow¬ 
ing sub-sections shall be inserted, namely:— 

** (3) Notwithstanding anything contained in the fore¬ 
going sub-sections of this Act no charges or expenses shall be 
paid from the municipal fund incidental to any matter which 
has been specifically declared by the local Government by 
general or special order to be a matter in regard to which 
no expenditure shall be met from the municipal fund. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Act and the rules 
and bye-laws made thereunder it shall be the duty of the 
president and of any member presiding at any meeting of the 
committee or of a sub-committee to disallow the consideration 
or discussion of any matter for which provision is not made 
in Section 52 or any other section of the Act.” 

26. For sub-section (2) of Section 54 of the said Act, 
the following sub-section shall be substituted, namely; ~ 

“ (2) In places where there is no such treasury, sub¬ 
treasury or bank, the municipal fund may with the previous 
sanction of the Commissioner be deposited with any banker, 
or person acting as a banker, and who has given such security 
for the safe custody and repayment on demand of the fund 
so depoated as the Commissioner may in each case think 
suflSicient.” 

27. For sub-section (1) of Section 55 of the said Act, 
the following sub-section shall be substituted, namely 

“ (1) A committee may, with tlie previous sanction of 
the Commissioner, invest any portion of its municipal fund 
in securities of the Government of India, or invest it in such 
othet* securities or place it in such other manner as the local 
Government may approve in this behalf, and vary such invest¬ 
ment or placement for others of like nature.” 

28. (1) In sub-section (1) of Section 56 of the said 

Aot : - ’■ 

(i) For clause (c) the following clause shall be sub¬ 
stituted, namely :— 

“ (c) all public sewers and drains, and all sewers, 
drains, culverts and water courses in or under 
any public street, or constructed by or for the 
committee along side any public street, and all 
works, materials and things appertainingtereto; ” 
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(«) for clause (g) the following clause shall be sustitu- 
ted, namely:— 

“ (g) all public streets, not being land owned by Govern¬ 
ment, and the pavenients, stones and other materi¬ 
als thereof, and also tiees growing on, and 
erections, materials, implements and things 
provided for, such streets.” 

(2) After sub-section (2) of the same section, the follow¬ 
ing sub-section shall be inserted, namely: - 

“ (3) The committee shall maintain a register and a map 
of all immf»vable property of which it is the proprietor, or 
which vests in it, or which it holds in trust for the local 
Gos'ernment.” 

29 . (i) In the Explanation to clause (?>) of sub-section 
(1) of Section HI of the said Act between the word “ local ” 
and the word “ authority ” the words‘‘or other public” 
shall be inserted ; 

(«) clause (d) of the same sub-section shall be omitted 
and clauses (e) and (/) shall be relettered clauses (d) and (e) 
respectively ; and 

(Hi) after clause (e) of the same sub-section, the follow¬ 
ing clause shall be inserted, namely:— 

“ (/) a tax payable by persons presenting building 
applications to the committee. ” 

30 . For Section 62 of the said Act, the following section 
shall be substituted, namely: — 

“ 62. (1) A committee may, at a special meeting, pass a 

resolution to propose the imposition of any tax under 
Section 61. 

“(2) When such a resolution has been passed the com¬ 
mittee sliall publish a notice, defining the class of persons or 
description of property proposed to be taxed, the amount or 
rate of tlie tax to be imposed, and the system of assessment 
to be adopted. 

“(3) Any inhabitant objecting to the proposed tax may, 
witliin thirty days from the publication of the said notice, 
submit his objection in writing to the committee ; and the 
committee shall at a special meeting take his objection into 
consideration. 

“(4) If the committee decides to amend its proposals or 
any of them, it shall publish amended proposals, along with a 
notice indicating that they are in modification of those 
previously puldished for objection, 
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“(5) Any objections which may within thirty days be 
received to the amended proposals shall be dealt with in the 
manner prescribed in sub-section (3). 

“(6) When the committee has finally settled its proposals, 

it shall if the proposed tax falls under clauses (&) to (/) of 
sub-section (1) of Section 6L direct that the tax be imposed, 
and shall forward a copy of its order to that etfeet through 
the Commissioner to the local Government and if the 
proposed tax falls under any other provision, it shall submit 
its proposals together with the objection if any made in 
connection therewith, to tlie Commissioner. 

“(7) If the projwsed tax falls under clause (a) of sub¬ 
section (1) of Section 61, the Commissioner, after considering 
the objections received under sub-sections (3) and (o), may 
either refuse to sanction the proposals or return them to the 
committee for further consideration, or sanction them without 
modification or with such modification not involving an 
increase of the amount to be imposed, as he deems fit, 
forwarding to the local Government a copy of the proposals 
and his or<ier of sanction ; and if the tax falls under 
sub-section (2) or (3) of Section 61, the Commissioner shall 
submit the proposals and objetttions with his recommendations 
to the local Government. 

**(8) The local Government on receiving proposals for 
taxation under sub-section (2) or (3) may sanction or refuse 
to sanction the same, or return them to the committee for 
further consideration. 

*'(9) When any such proposal which requires the further 
sanction of the Governor-General in Council, lias been 
sanctioned by the local Government, it shall submit the same 
to the Governor-General in Council, with the objections (if 
any) received through tlie committee ; and the Governor- 
General in Council may sanction thi* projiosal, or refuse to 
sanction it, or return it to the local Government for further 
consideration. 

“(10) (o) When a copy of an order under sub-sections (6) 
and (7) has been received, or, 

“(ft) w’hen a proj:wsal has lieen sanctioned under sub¬ 
section (S) or sub-section (9), the local Government shall 
notify the imposition of the tax in accordance vnth such 
order or proposal, and shall in the notification specify a 
date not less than three months from the date of the 
notification, on which the tax shall come into force. 

“(11) A tax leviable by the year shall come into force 
on the first day of January or on the first day of April or 
on the first day of July, or on the first day of October 
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in any year, and if it comes into force on any other than 
the first day of the year by which it is leviable shall be 
leviable by the quarter till the first day of such year then 
next ensuing. 

“(12) A notification of the imposition of a tax under 
this Act shall be conclusive evidence that the tax has been 
imposed in accordance with the provisions of the Act. ” 

31 . For Section 78-A of the said Act, the following 
section shall be substituted, namely ; — 

“78-A. (1) When a committee, with the sanction of 
the local Government has agreed with a Cantonment 
Authority or the Committee of an adjoining Small Town 
or an area notified under Section 241 that in consideration 
of the payment of a lump sum or otherwise the same limits 
for octroi or terminal tax or any toll or tax shall be estab¬ 
lished for the contracting parties, the committee may fix 
limits under Section 188 so as to include so much of the 
area controlled by the said contracting parties as it may 
deem necessary, and shall have the powers of collecting such 
toll or tax or octroi or terminal tax on animals or articles 
brought within such limits, and the provisions of this Act 
for the assessment and collection of such tax or toll or 
octroi or terminal tax shall apply in the same way as if 
the said limits were wholly comprised in the area of the 
municipality. 

“(2) The total of the proceeds of such taxes or tolls 
made in the joint area of the municipality and cantonment or 
small town or notified area and the cost thereby incurred 
shall l)e apportioned between tlie municipal fund and the 
fund subject to the control of the Cantonment Authority 
or the Committee of the Small Town or Notified Area in 
such proportion as shall have been determined by the agree¬ 
ment. ” 

32 . In sub-section (1) of Section 81 of the said Act 
for the word ‘ or between the words “ water rate ” and 
the word “ fee ’’ the word “ rent shall be substituted. 

33 . After Section 8l of the said Act the following 
new section shall be in.serted, namely :— 

“ 81-A. When a committee has made over to Govern¬ 
ment its water works for maintenance, any arrear of water 
tax and water rate or both due to the committee under 
this Act, may be recovered by the local Government on 
behalf of the committee as arrears of land revenue. ’’ 

34 . For sub-section (2) of Section 98 of the said 
Act, the following sub-section shall be substituted, 
namely;— 
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“ (2) For all water supplied under sub-section (1) 
payment shall be made at a rate not less than the rate 
prescribed under sub-section (2) of Section 97. ” 

35 . (1) In Section 107 of the said Act— 

(i) for sub-section (1) the following sub-section shall be 
substituted, namely: — 

“ (1) The committee may by public notice order anvl, if 
so directed by the local Government, shall within one month 
of the notification of such direction be deemed to have or¬ 
dered, any burial or burning ground situate within munici¬ 
pal limits or within one mile thereof which is certified by 
the Medical Officer of Health to be dangerous to the health 
of persons living in the neighbourhood to be closed, from a 
date to be specified in the notice, and shall in such case, if no 
suitable place for burial or burning exists within a reason¬ 
able distance, provide a fitting place for the purpose.’’ 

(m) for sub-section (3) the following sub-section shall 
be substituted, namely;— 

“ (3) No burial or burning ground, whether public or 
private, shall be made or formed after the commencement 
of this Act except with the sanction in writing of the com¬ 
mittee which shall not be granted unless the Medical Officer 
of Health has certified in writing for the information of the 
committee that such burial or burning ground is not pre¬ 
judicial to public health. 

“ Provided that no such burial or burning ground shall be 
made or formed, except with the sanction of the local Gov¬ 
ernment. ’ * 

36 . For Section 114 of the said Act the following 
section shall be substituted, namely:— 

“114. Should any building, wall or structure, or any¬ 
thing affixed thereto, or any bank or tree, be deemed by the 
committee to be in a ruinous state or in any way dangerous, 
or there be any fallen building or debris or other material 
which is unsightly or is likely to be in any way injurious to 
health, it may, by notice, require the owner thereof either to 
remove the same or to cause such repairs to be made to the 
building, wall, structure or bank, as the committee may con¬ 
sider necessary for the public safety, and should it appear to 
be necessary in order to prevent imminent danger, the com¬ 
mittee shall forthwith take such steps, at the expense of the 
owner, to avert the danger as may be necessary.” 

37 . For Section 116 of the said Act, the following sec¬ 
tion shall be substituted, namely: - 
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“ U6. Should any building, or any part of any prohibit u 
building, appear to the committee to be unfit for human for hum 
habitation in consequence of the want of proper means buii^ngs” 
of drainage or ventilation or any sufficient reason, the gt for sn 
committee may, by notice, prohibit the owner or occupier use. 
thereof from using the same for human habitation, or 
suffering it to be so used, until it has been rendered fit 
for such use to the satisfaction of the committee, and no such 
owner or occupier shall inhabit such building or suffer it to 
be inhabited until the committee shall have informed in 
writing the owner or occupier that the prohibition has been 
withdrawn 


38 . In Section 118 of the said Act, the full stop shall be 
changed into a comma, and the following words inserted 
thereafter, namely: — 

or are in any way offensive or in.iurious to health.” 
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39 . For Section 120 of the said Act, the following 
section shall be substituted, namely: — 

“120. (1) If the Medical Officer of Health certifies 

that the cultivation of any description of crop or the 
use of any kind of manure or the irrigation of land in any 
specified manner,— 

“ (a) in any place within the limits of any municipality, 
is in.iurious or facilitates practices which are 
in.iurious Ip the health of persons dwelling in the 
neighbourhood; or 

“ (&) in any place within or beyond the limits of any 
municipality is likely to contaminate the water 
supply of such municipality or otherwise render 
it unfit for drinking purposes; 

the committee may prohibit the cultivation of such crop, 
the use of such manure or the employment of the method 
of irrigation, so reported to be in.iurious, or impose such 
conditions with respect thereto as may prevent such injury 
or contamination: 
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Provided that if it is notified by the local Government 
that the cultivation of such crop, the use of such manure, or 
the employment of such method of irrigation is prohibited 
or conditions are imposed with respect thereto, the committee 
shall be deemed to have ordered such prohibition, or imposed 
such conditions, and shall issue notices in accordance with the 
notification; 

“ Provided also that, when on any land to which such pro¬ 
hibition applies the act prohibited has been practised during 
the five years next preceding the prohibition in the ordinary 
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course of husbandry, .compensation ^hall be paid from the 
^unieipal fund to all persons interested therein for any 
damage caused to them by the effect of such prohibition. 

“ (2) Should any person fail within six months from the 
date of its service to comply with a prohibitory notice issued 
under sub-section (/) he shall be punishable with fine which 
may extend to fifty rupees and with a further fine W'hieh 
may extend to five rupees for every day during which the 
offence is continued.’* 

In Section 121 of the said Act, between the word 
“ brick-kiln, ” and the word “ pottery ” the word “ charcoal- 
kiln,’’ shall be inserted. 

41 . For sub-section (7) of Section 123 of the said Act 
the following sub-section shall be substituted, namely:— 

“ (J) Whenever it appears that any place registered or 
licensed under the preceding sections is a nuisance to the 
neighbourhood or likely to be dangerous to life, health or 
property, the committee may, and if so required by the local 
Government shall, by notice require the occupier thereof 
lo discontinue the use of such place, or to effect such alter- 
rataons, additions or improvements as will, in the opinion of 
the committee, render it no longer a nuisance or dangerous.” 

42 . For sub-section (I) of Section 124 the following 
shall be substituted, naraelj:— 

“ (1) No person shall use or employ in any factory or 
other place any whistle or truin}«t, or any other mechanical 
contrivance which emits an offensive noise for the purpose of 
summoning or dismissing workmen or persons employed, nor 
shall any person by means of any contrivance increase the 
noise emitted in any such factor^’ or place by the exhaust 
pipe of any engine, without the written iH^mussion of the 
committee, in granting which, the committee may imjxise such 
conditions as it may deem proper, restricting the times at 
which such whistle or trumpet, or (^ther cotitrivance mav be 
used. ” * 

And in sub-section (3) of the same section for the words 
“ any steam whistle or steam trumpet ” there shall be 
substituted the following, namely:— 

“ any whistle, trumpet or other contrivance.” 

43 . In Section 125 of the said Act: — 

(i) the proviso to sub-section (2) shall be omitted- and 
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“ (4) The committee may, and when required by the 
local Government shall provide latrines and urinals for 
the use of the public.” 

44 . For Section 129 of the said Act, the following 
section shall be substituted, namely: — 

“ 129. Whoever without the permission of the 
committee, causes or knowingly or negligently allows the 
contents of any sink, sewer or cesspool or any other offensive 
matter, to flow, drain or be put up >n any street or public 
place, or into any irrigation channel or any sewer or drain 
not set apart for the purpose, shall be punishable with fine 
which may extend to twenty rupees. ” 

48. For sub-section (I) of Section 140 of the said Act, 
the following sub-section shall be substituted, namely:— 

“ (1) The committee may, by notice, require the 
owner of any building or land in any street to put up‘ 
and keep in good condition proper troughs and pipes for 
receiving and carrying water and sullage from the building 
or land and for discharging the same so as not to inconveni¬ 
ence persons passing along the street.” 

46 . In Seidion 141 of the said Act, for the words 
from “ fails forthwith ” to “ fifty rupees ” between clause 
(e) and the proviso thereof the following words shall be 
substituted, namely:— 

“ fails forthwith to give information, or knowingly gives 
false information to tlie Medical (lllieer of Health or to any 
officer to wiiom the committee may require information to be 
given respecting the existence of such disease, shall be punish¬ 
able with fine which may extend to fifty rupees. ” 

47 . (1) Section 142 shall be renumbered as sub¬ 
section (1) of Section 142, and in that sub-section as re- 
numbered— 

(t) in clause (b) after the word “ sarai ” the words 
and commas, “ hotel, boarding house ” shall b:' inserted, and 

(») for clause (c) the following clause shall be substi¬ 
tuted, namely:— 

“ (c) living in a room or house which he neither owns 
nor pays rent for, nor occupies as the guest or 
relative of any person who owns or pays rent 
for it, or ” 

(2) To the same section the following sub-section shall 
be added, namely : — 

12) The committee shall, if required by the local 
Govetriment erect an infectious diseases hdspital of such 
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type and dimendons as liie local Government shall deem 
expedient.” 

48 . For Section 143 of the said Act, the following sec¬ 
tion shall be substituted, namely 

infTOtion « 143 . If the committee is of opinion that the cleansing 
trUciS** or disinfecting of a building or any part thereof, or of any 
article therein, which is likely to retain infection, will tend 
to prevent or cheek the spread of any disease, it may, by 
notice, require the owner or occupier to cleanse or disinfect 
the same, or to destroy such article, in the manner and within 
the time prescribed in such notice,” 

49 . For Section 147 of the said Act, the following 
section shall be substituted, namely; — 

ping of “ 147. Whoever keeps any swine or other animals in 
Jb so as disregard of any orders wtiich the committee may give to 
• hMjm' prevent them from becoming a nuisance, or so as to be 
injurious to the health of the inhabitants or of animals shall 
be punishable with line which may extend to twenty rupees 
and to lifty rupees for every such subsequent olTence. 

ndraent SO. In the proviso to sub-seetu)n (2) of Section 150 

words and tigures Punjab 
b Mu- Adulteration of Food Act, 1919, ' the words and figures 
1 Act. “The Punjab Pure Pood Act, 1929,” shall be substituted. 

51 . For Section l57 of the said Act, the following 
section shall be substituted, namely:— 

liciting “ 157. (.1) Whoever, in any street or public place wdthin 

the municipality, begs importunately for alms, or exposes, or 
exhibits, with the object of exciting charity, any deformity 
or disease, or any offensive sore or wound, shall be punish¬ 
able with imprisonment of either description, which may 
extend to three months, or with a fine not exceeding fi^y 
rupees, or with both, provided that — 

“ (o) in the ease of a first offence, the court may, if it 
thinks fit, instead of sentencing the convict to 
any punishment, release him after due admoni¬ 
tion; 

“ (b) in any ease, the court may, if it is satisfied of 
the inability of the convict to earn a livelihood, 
owing to physical infirmity or debility, and if 
the person in charge of any poor house in the 
municipality certifies that he is willing to receive 
him, direct that the convict be received into 
such poor house, after being released on enter¬ 
ing into a bond, with or without sureties, to 
appear and receive sentence, when called upon 
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during such period, not exceeding three years, 
as the court may direct, 

‘ (2) Notwithstanding anything contaiDed in the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1889, an offence punishable under this 
section shall be cognizable; and notwithstanding anything 
contained in this Act, a court may take cognizance of such 
an offence in the manner provided by 190 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898." 

52 . For Section 15J of the said Act, the following section 
shall be substituted, namely— 

“ 152. (1) The committee may, by jmblic notice, pro- Tower ove 

hibit in any specified part of the municipality— toaLs ^ 

“ (a) the keeping of a brothel; prostitutes 

“ (6) the residence of any person who practises 
prostitution. 

« (2) Whoever after the date spoeitied in the public 
notice issued under sub-section (I) - 

(t?) keeps or manages or acts or assists in the manage¬ 
ment of a brothel within the prohibited area, or 

« (6) Leing the tenant, lessee or occupier of any 
premises knowingly permits such premises or 
any part thereof to be used as a brothel or for 
the purpose of habitual prostitution within 
the prohibited area, or 

“ (c) being tlie lessor or landlord, of any premises, or 
the agent to such lessor or landlord, lets the 
same or any part thereof, within the prohilated 
area with the knowledge that such prenaises or 
some part thei-eof, within the prohibited area 
with the knowledge that such premises or some 
part thereof, are, or is used as a brothel, or 
for the purposes of habitual prostitution’ or 
is wilfully a party to the continued use of such 
premises as a brothel or for the purposes of 
habitual prostitution, or 

“ (d) being a practising prostitute resides within the 
prohibited area, 

shall be punishable with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine 
which may extend tc' one hundred rupees or with both, and 
in the case of a continuing offence with an additional line 
not exceeding ten rupees for every day after the first dur¬ 
ing which the offence continues." 
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53. For Section 156 of the said Act, the following 
section shall be substituted, namely:— 

“ 156. Wlioever, without the permission of the com- 
mitlee or in disregard of its orders, throws or deposits, or 
permits his servants or raeml)ers of his household under his 
control to throw or deposit earth or materials of any 
description, or refuse, rubbish or olTensive matter of any 
kind upon any street or public place or into any irrigation 
channel or public sewer or public drain or into any drain 
communicating with an irrigation channel or a public sewer 
or public drain, shall be punishable with line which may 
extend to twenty rupees.” 

54 . For sub-section (2) of Section 159 of the said Act, 
the following sub-section shall be substituted, namely:— 

“(il) The committee may by public notice, except in 
eases to which Section 166 is applicable, undertake the 
house-scavenging of any houses or buildings in the munici¬ 
pality from any date not less than two months after issue 
of the notice.” 

55 . For Section l66 of tlie said Act, the following 
section shall be substituted, namely:— 

“ 166. (1) Should any person, who himself or any 

member of whose family residing with him cultivates land 
within municipal limits or in a village within tw’o miles from 
the municipal limits, fail to provide for the proper house¬ 
scavenging of any house or building occupied by him within 
the limits of the municipality, the committee may complain 
to a magistrate. 

‘‘ (2) The magistrate receiving the complaint shall hold 
an enquiry, and, should it appear to him that such person 
has not provided for the proper house-scavenging of the 
house or nuilding, he may pass an order empowering the 
committee to undertake the same, and thereupon the com¬ 
mittee shall be entitled to undertake such house scavenging.” 

56 . For sub-section (1) of Section 167 of the said Act, 
the following sub-section shall be substituted, namely:— 

“ (1) The committee may, and shall when so required 
by the local Government, fix premises, with the approval of 
the Deputy Commissioner either within or without the limits 
of the municipality, for the slaughter of animals for sale, or 
of any specified description of such animals, and may, with 
the like approval, grant and withdraw licenses for the use 
of such premises, or, if they belong to the committee, charge 
rent or fees for the use of the same," 
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<fi7. For clause {g) of Section lfi9 of the said Act, the 
following clause shall be substituted, namely:i69 of the 

* • Punjab Mu- 

[g) subject to the provisions of any rules prescribing nicipai Act. 
tiie conditions on which property vesting in the committee 
may be transferred, may lease, sell or otherwise dispose of 
any property acquired by the committee under clause (/); 
or any land vesting in and used by the committee for a public 
street and no longer required therefor, and in so doing may 
impose conditions regulating the removal and construction 
of buildings upon it and the othsr uses to which such land 
may be put: 

“ Pro\ided that land owned by proprietors other than 
the local Government shall become the absolute property 
of the committee after it has continuously vested in the 
committee for use as a public street for a period of twenty- 
five years; but that the jfossession of such land that ceases 
to be required for use as a |xibHc street before the expiry 
(^f twenty-five years fr.im the time tiiatit became, vested in 
the committee shall be transferred to the proprietor tiiereof, 
on payment by him of reasonable compensation to the com¬ 
mittee for improvements of such land, and subject to such 
restrictions as the committee may impose on tlie future use 
of such land, and that should the proprietor be unable or 
unwilling to pay the amount of such compensation the 
committee may, subject to such conditions as it may deem 
lit, sell the land, and shall pay to the owner the proceeds, 
if any. over and above the amount of sncli compensation, 
which shall be paid into the municipal fund, or may dispose 
of it in such manner as it may deem fit.” 


58. Section 170 of the said Act shall be omitted. 

59. Section 170-A of the said Act shall be renumbered 
as Section 170. 

60. Sections 170-B, 170-0, 170-D, 170-K and 170.P of 
the said Act shall be renumbered as Sections 170-A, 170-B, 
170-0, 170-1) and 170-E, respectively, 

61. For Section 170-G of the said Act the 'following 
section shall be substituted, namely:— 

“ 170-F. In any case w’here the committee considers 
that any land is Ijeing or has been laid out as a street with¬ 
out the notice required by Section 170-A having In'en given 
or in contravention of any written direction made by the 
committee under Section 170-B, or of any bye-law or provi¬ 
sion of this Act, the committee may, by notice in writing, 
require the owner of the land to alter the street in sucb 
manner as it deems necessary.” 
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62 . For Section 171 of the said Act, the following 
Power to shall be sutetitated, namely:— 

faTr^s o*f *‘171. (1) (a) When the municipal committee considers 
rtroets and that in any street other than a public street, or in any part 
o declare of such Street Within the municipality, it is necessary, for 
wbiic **'^*^** pnblic health, convenience or safety, that any worik 
should be done for the levelling, paving, metalling, flagging, 
channelling, draining, lighting or cleaning thereof, the 
municipal committee may by written notice require the 
owners of such street or part thereof, to carry out such 
work in a manner and within a time to be specified in such 
notice; and 

“ f Should the owner refuse or should he fail to carry 
Out the work within the time specified, the committee may, 
by written notice, require the owners of the land or buildings 
fronting, adjoining or abutting upon such street or part 
thereof to carry out the w'ork in such manner and within 
such time as may be specified in the notice 

“(21 If compliance with the terms of the notice issued 
under clause fl>) of sub-section (I) is not effected within 
the time specified, the committee may, if it thinks lit, itself 
execute the work, and may recover under the provisions of 
Section 81 the expenses incurred in doing so in such propor¬ 
tions as it may deem equitable from the owner of the street 
and the persons served with a notice under clause (i) of 
sub-section (1). 

“ (3) After such work has been carried out by the per¬ 
sons served with a notice under clause (b) of sub section (1) 
or as provided in sub-section (2) by the commitU'e at the 
expense of such persons and the owner of the street, the 
street or part thereof, in which such work has been done, 
may. and on the requisition of the owmer or owners of the 
major portion of the said street or part thereof, or on the 
requisition of a majority of the persons served with a notice 
under clause (fe) of sub-section (1), shall l)e declared by a 
public notice to be put up therein by the committee to l>e a 
public street and shall vest in the committee. 

“ (4) A committee may at any time, by notice fixed up in 
any street or part thereof not maintainable by the committee, 
give intimation of their intention to declare the same a public 
street, and unless within one month next after such notice 
has been so put up, the owner or any one of several owmers 
of such street or such part of a street lodge objection thereto 
at the^ municipal office, the municipal committee may, by 
notice in writing, put up in such street, or such part, declare 
(he same to be a public street vested in the committee. 
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“ (5) This section shall not take effect in any munici¬ 
pality until it has been specially extended thereto by the 
local Government, of its own motion or at the request of the 
committee.’' 

63 . For Section 172 of the said Act the following 
section shall be substituted, namely:— 

“172. (1) Whoever without the written permission of 
the committee makes any immovable encroachment on or 
under any street, om over or under any sew’er, or w'ater- 
eourse, or erects or re-ereets any immovable overhanging 
structure projecting into a street at any iK»int above the said 
ground level, shall be punishable with a fine which may ex¬ 
tend to fifty rupees. 

“ (2) The committee may, by notice, require the owner or 
occupier of any building to remove or alter, within a specified 
lime not exceeding six weeks, such immovable encroachment 
or over hanging structure as aforesaid, and no compensation 
shall be claimable in ix^six’ctof such removal or alteration: 

“Provided that if a period of more than three years has 
elapsed from the completion oi' the encroachment or overhang¬ 
ing structure, no prosecution shall lie under sub-section (1 ); 
nor shall such encroachment or overhanging structure be 
required to be removed or altered without payment of 
reasonable compensation.” 

64 . For Section 173 of the said Act, the following 
section shall be substituted, namely: — 

“ 173. (1) The committee may grant permission in writ¬ 
ing, on such conditions as it may deem lit for the safety or 
convenience of persons passing by, or dwelling or working 
in the neighbourhood, and may charge fees for such permis- 
sion, and may at its discretion withdraw the permission, to 
any person to— 

“(o) place in front of any building any movable 
encroachment upon the ground level of any 
public street or over or on any sewer, drain or 
watercourse or any niovable overhanging structure 
projecting into such public street at a pennt above 
the said ground level, 

“(ft) take up or alter the pavement or other materi¬ 
als for the fences or posts of any public street, 

“(c) deposit or cause to be deposited building materi¬ 
als, goods for sale, or other articles on any public 
street, or 
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“(d) make any hole or excavation on, in or under 
any street, or remove materials from beneath 
any street, so as to cause risk of subsidence, or 

“(e) erect or set up any fence, post, stall or scaffolding 
in any public street. 

“ (2) Whoever does any of the acts mentioned in sub¬ 
section (1) without the written permission of the committee 
shall be punishable with line which may extend to fifty rupees 
and the committee or the secretary of the committee or the 
Medical Officer of Health or any person authorised by the 
committee may— 

“(»■) after reasonable opportunity has been given to 
the ow’ner to remove his material and he has failed 
to do so, remove or cause to be removed by the 
police, or any other agency, any such movable 
encroachments or oveiiianging structures and any 
such materials, goods or articles of merchandise 
and any such fence, })ost, stall, or scaffolding, 

“(h) and take measures to restore the stmd to the 
condition it was in before any such alteration, 
excavation or damage. 

“ (3) If the material specilieil in clause (t) of sub-section 
(j^) has not been claimed by the owner within a fortnight of 
its ha\ing been deposited for safe custody by the committee, 
or if the owner shall fail to [lay to the committee the actual 
cost of removal or deposit in safe custody, the committee may 
have the material sold by auction at the risk of the owner, 
and the balance c/f the proceeds of such sale shall after 
deduction of the expenditure incurred by the committee be 
paid to the owner, or if the owner cannot be found, or refuses 
to accept payment the balance shall be kept in deposit by the 
committee until claimed at the risk of the person entitled 
thereto, and if no claim is made within two years the com¬ 
mittee may credit the amount to the municipal fund. 

“Explanation.—For the purposes of this section ‘ movable 
encroachment ’ includes a seat or settee, and ‘ movable over¬ 
hanging structure’ includes an awning of any material.” 

65. For sub-section (1) of Section 174 of the said Act, 
the following sub section shall be substituted, namely; — 

“ (1) Should any house, shop, wall or other building or 
part of a building project beyond the regular line of a street, 
either existing or determined on for the future, or beyond 
the front of the building on either side thereof, the committee 
may, whenever such house, shop, wall or other building or 
part thereof, has been either entirely or in greater part 
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taken down or burned down, or has fallen down/by notice 
require such building or part when being re-built to be set 
back to or towards the said regular line or the front of the 
adjoining buildings; and the portion of the land added to the 
street by such setting back or removal shall become 
part of the street and shall vest in the committee: 

“ Provided that the committee shall make full compensa¬ 
tion to the owner of the building, or of the land thus vacated 
for any damage it may sustain in consequence of the building 
or any part thereof being set back for any damage he may 
sustain in consequence of his building or any part thereof 
being set back.” 

66 . After Section 174 of the said Act, the following 
new section shall be inserted, namely;— 

** 174-A. Notwithstanding anything contained in Sec¬ 
tions 172,173, or 174 or in clause («) of Section 183, and 
subject to any general or special order that the local 
Government may make in this behalf if any street, being 
the property of the. local Government and not having been 
transferred by it. vests in local Government— 

“(o) the cmunittee .shall not, in respect of such street, 
grant permissiini to do any act the doing of which 
witliont the written ftcrrnission of the committee 
is pnni.shahlo under Section 172 or Section 173 or 
allow any building to lie set forward under the 
provisions of sub-section (2) of Section 174, except 
with the sanefton of the local Government which 
may he given in respect of a class of cases generally 
or in respect of a particular case; 

“(&) the committee shall, if so rt'quired by the local 
Gov'crnment, exercise the power conferred upon it 
by sub section (2) of Section 172 or sub-section 
(2) of Section 173 or sub-section (1) of Section 
174 or clause {u) of Section 18S or any bye-law 
made in exercise of the power conferred by clause 
(m) of Section 188 in respect of any encroachment 
or ov’erhanging structure on or over such street 
or any materials, goods or articles of merchandise 
deposited on such street, or any fence, post, stall 
or scaffolding erected or set up in any such street 
or in respect of any building or part of a building 
which projects beyond the regular line of such 
street.” 

67. For Section 175 of the said Act, the following sec- 

shall be 80l»Ututed, namely J— 


Special pro- 
vision regard¬ 
ing streets 
belonging to 
(Government. 
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Removal or 
alteration of 
any Balcony, 
projection or 
struc t u r e , 
etc,, on pay¬ 
ment of com¬ 
pensation 


Amendment 
o f Section 
178 01 the 

Punjab Mu¬ 
nicipal Act. 


“ 175. The committee may, subject to the payment of 
reasonable compensation, by notice, require the owner or 
occupier of any building within a period of not less than six 
weeks, to be specified in such notice, to remove or alter any 
balcony, projection, structure or verandah, erected with the 
sanction of the committee, overhanging, projecting into or 
encroaching on anv street or into or on any drain, sewer or 
aqueduct iiierein.” 

68. Section 178 of the said Act shall be num¬ 
bered as sub-section (1) of Section 178 and the following 
shall be added as sub-section (2) of that section, namely:— 

“ (2) Notwithstanding anything contained in Section 
228 a court may take cognizance of an offence under sub¬ 
section (1) of this section upon the complaint of toe owner 
or occupier or other per’son in charge of the property in 
respect of which such offence is alleged to have been 
committed.” 


Amendment 
o f Section 
132 of the 
Punjab Mu¬ 
nicipal Act, 
191] 


69. Section 182 of the said Act shall be renumbered 
as sub-section (1) of Section 182, and to that section as 
renumbered the following sub-section shall be added, 
namelv:— 


Amendment 
o f Section 
183 of the 
Panjah Mu¬ 
nicipal Art, 
1911 


“ (2) Any animal found picked, tethered or straying 
on any public street without the permission of the committee 
may be removed to a pound by any officer or servant of the 
committee or by a police officer." 

70. For sub-section (1> of Section 183 of the said Act. 
the following sub-section shall be substituted, namely:— 

“ (1) Whoever drives or propels any vehicle not 
properly supplied with lights in any street during the 
period from half an hour after sunset to half an hour tefore 
sunrise, shall be punishable with fine which may extend to 
fifty rupees. 


Amendment 71. In Section 188 of the said Act— 

m oT^'the (*} words “ any committee may by bye-law” 

Punjab Mu- preceding clause (a), the following words shall be substi- 
mcipai Act, tuted, namely 

“ a committee may, and shall, if so required by the 
local Government by bye-law,— ". 

(it) for that portion of clause (fe), which precedes 
the first proviso, the following shall be substituted, namely:— 

“ (b) limit the rates which may be demanded for toe 
hire of any carnage, earl, or other conveyance, 
or of animals hired to carry loads or persons, 
or for toe services of persons hired to cari^ 
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loads or to impel or carry such conveyances, 
and limit the loads which may be carried by 
any animal, or carriage, cart, or other convey¬ 
ance, plying for hire, within the limits of the 
municipality:” 

(nt) after sub-clause (0 of clause {d) the following 
subclause shall be inserted, namely:— 

“ (ia) for the licensing of hotels and lodging-houses 
and for the fees payable for such licences 
and the conditions on which they may be 
granted or revoked." 

(iV) for sub clause (/) of clause (e) the following sub 
clause shall be substituted, namely:— 

“(i) for the inspection and proper regulation of 
encamping grounds, pounds, serais, bakeries. 
a*rated water, factories, ice factories, dhobis^ 
ghats, flour mills, food-grain godowns, 
dispensing chemists’ shops, slaughter-houses, 
and places licensed under Section 121.” 

for clause (m) the following clause shall be sub 
stituted, namely:— 

“(;«) regulate the collection, storage, preservation 
from pollution and use of rain water, and the 
carrying out of the provisions of Sections 96 
to 105”; and 

(vi) for clause (p) the following shall be substituted, 
namely:— 

“(/>) regulate or prohibit any description of trafBe 
in the streets and provide for the reduction 
of noise caused thereby." 

(vH) for clause (t) the following clause shall be sub 
stituted, namely:— 

“ (/) render licenses necessary for hand carts employed 
for transport, or hawking articles for sale, and 
for the persons using such hand carts, and 
prescribe the conditions for the grant and 
revocation of such licenses.” 

72 . For subsection (.3) of Section 189 of the said Act, 
the following subsection shall be substituted, namely;— of 

189 

« (3) A committee shall by bye-law— Pun 

“ (a) prescribe the manner in which notice- of tlie “gl'j 
intention to erect or re erect a building shall 
be given to the eompoittee j 
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« (6) require that with every sueh notice shall be 
furnished a site plan of the land on which 
it is intended to erect or re-erect such building 
and a plan and specification of the building, 
of such character and with sueh details as 
the bye-law may require ; 

“ (f) where the building appears likely to be used as 
a factory, require the provision of adequate 
housing* accommodation in connection there- 
with/' 

For Section 190 of the said Act, the following 
foi^Sec- section shall be substituted, namely: — 

190 of 
Punjab 
aic i p a I 
. 1911. 

ower of '<190. (1) The committee may, and if so required 

mittee U) jjy Government shall, by bye-laws regulate in 

if respect of the erection or re-ereclion of any building within 

tion ^ or the municipality or pari thereof— 

din«s “ (a) the materials and method of construction to be 

used for external and party walls, roofs, floors, 
stair-cases, lifts, fire-places and chimneys; 

“ (&) the materials and melhod of construction and 
position of fire-places, chimneys, drains, 
latrines, privies, urinals and cess-pools; 

“ (c) the height and slope of the roof above tlie up¬ 
per-most floor upon which human beings are to 
live or cooking operations are to be carried on: 

(d) the ventilation and the space to be left about 
the building to secure the free circulation of 
air and for the prevention of fire; 

“ (e) the line of frontage where the building abuts on 
a street ; 

** (/) the number and height of storeys of which the 
building may consist ; 

(g) the means to be provided for egress from the 
building in ease of fire ; 

“ (ft) the materials and method of construction to be 
used for godowms intended for the storage 
of food-grains in excess of fifty maunds, in 
order to render them rat-proof ; 

" (»■) the minimum^ dimensions of rooms intended 
for as living rooms or sleeping rooms j 
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" (/) ttie ventilation of t'ooms and the minimum 
dimensions of doors or windows or either of 
both ; 

" (it) the position and dimensions of projections be¬ 
yond the outer face of any external wall of 
a building ; and 

(0 the height of factory chimneys and the provision 
to be made for consumption of smoke arising 
from the combustible used in any fire-place or 
furnace in a factory. 

"(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in Section 
193, no person shall erect or re-erc*ct any building in 
contravention of any bye-law made under Section (1).” 

74. For Section 192 of the said Act, the following 
section shall be substituted, namely : ~ 


“192. (1) The cf)mmittee may, and if so required 
by the (Commissioner shall, within six months of tlie date 
of such requisitiot), draw up a building scheme for built 
areas, and a town planning scheme for unbuilt areas, which 
may among other things provide for the following matters, 
namely:— 

" (a) the restriction of the erection or re-erection of 
buildings or any class of buildings in the 
whole or any part of the municipality and 
of the use to*which they may be put ; 

“ (b) the prescription of a building line on either 
side or both sides of any street existing or 
proposed ; and 

" (c) the amount of land in such unbuilt area which 
shall be transferred to tlie committee for 
public purposes including use as public streets 
by owners of land either on payment of com¬ 
pensation or otherwise, provided that the 
total amount so transferred shall not ex¬ 
ceed forty per (?ent., and tlie amount trans¬ 
ferred without payment shall not exceed 
twenty per cent, of any one owner’s land 
within the municipal area. 

“ (2) When a scheme has been drawn up under the 
provisions of sub-section (1) the committee shall give 
public notice of such scheme and shall at the same time 


Substit 
oi a nev 
tion for 
tion 1*) 
the Pi 
Munic i 
Act, 191 

Build 

fccheine. 
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intimate a date not less than thirty days from the date 
of such notice by which any |)erson may submit to the 
committee in writing any objection or suggestion with 
regard to such scheme vrhich he may wisli to make. 

” (3) The committee shall consider every objection or 
suggestion with regard to the scheme which may be 
received by the date intimated under the provisions of 
sub-section (2) and may modify the scheme in consequence 
of any such objection or suggestion and shall then forward 
such scheme as originally drawn up or as modified to the 
Commissioner, who may, if he thinks fit, return it to the 
committee for reconsideration and resubmission by a speed 
fied date ; and the Commissioner shall submit the plan as 
forwarded, or as resubmitted, as the case may be, with his 
opinion to the local Government, who may sanction such 
scheme, or niay refuse to sanction it or may return it 
to the committee for reconsideration and resubmission by 
a specified date. 

“ (4) If a committee fails to submit a scheme within 
six months of being required to do so under sub-section 
(1) or fails to resubmit a scheme by a specilied date when 
required to do so under sub-section (3) or resubmits a 
scheme which is not approved by the local Government, 
the Commissioner may draw up a scheme of which public 
notice shall be given by notification and by publication 
within the municipality together with an intimation of 
the date by which any person may submit in writing to 
the Commissioner any objection or suggestion w'hieh he 
may wish to make, and the Commissioner shall forward 
with his opinion any such objection or suggestion to the 
local Government, and the local Government may sanc¬ 
tion such scheme as originally notified or modified in 
consequence of any such objection or suggestion, as the 
local Government may think lit; and the cost of such 
scheme or such portion of the cost as the local Govern¬ 
ment may deem fit shall be defrayed from the municipal 
fund. 

(5) When sanctioning a scheme the local Government 
may impose conditions for the submission of periodical re¬ 
ports on the progress of the scheme to the Commissioner 
or to the local Government, and for the inspection and 
supervision of the scheme by the local Government.” 

7S. After Section 192 of the said Act, the follow¬ 
ing section shall be inserted, namely ;— 
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“ 192-A. If under the provisions of any scheme sane- J 
tinned under Section 192 the erection or re-erection of build- re-erect ion o 
ings in a specified area for a special sp^ified purpose is a building o» 
prohibited, any person who after such scheme is sanctioned i „! 

uses any building for such purpose shall and unless it scheme unde 
was used for this purpose before the scheme was secmni^a 
sanctioned on conviction by a magistrate be liable to 
fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, and if 
after such conviction he continues to use such building for 
such purpose he shall be liable to fine which may extend 
to fifty rupees for every day during which such use con¬ 
tinues. ” 

76. For Section 193 of the said Act, the following sec- subsututi 
tion shall be substituted, namely :— £o7s 

tion 193 
tlie Pun 
Munic i p 
Act. 1911. 

“ l93. (1) The committee shall refuse to sanction Power 
the erection or ro-erection of any building in contravention committee 
of any bye-law made under sub-section (i) of Section 190 
or in contravention of any scheme sanctioned under sub- tion or 
section (3) or sub-section (4) of Section 192, unless it be 
necessary to sanction the erection of a building in contra- * 
vention of such a scheme owing to the committee’s inability 
to pay compensation as required by Section 174 for the 
setting back of a building. 

“ (2) The committee may refuse to sanction the erection 
or re-erection of any building for any other reason, to be 
communicated in W'riting to the applicant, which it deems 
to be just and sufficient as affecting such building, or if the 
land, on which it is proposed to erect or re-ereet such build¬ 
ing, is Government prof)erty or vests in the committee, and 
the consent of Government or the committee has not been 
obtained, or if the title to the land is in dispute betw'een such 
person and the committee or the Government. 

“(3) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (l) the 
committee may sanction the erection or re-erection of any 
building either absolutely or subject to such modifications 
in accoTOance with the bye-laws and rules as it may deem fit. 

“ (4) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section 
(1) or sub-section (2) but subject to the provisions of sub¬ 
section (2) of Section 190, if the committee neglects or omits, 
within sixty days of the receipt from any person of a valid 
notice of such person’s intention to erect or re-erect a 
building, or within one hundred and twenty days, if the notice 
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relates to a building on the same or part of the same site, 
on which sanction for the erection of a building has been 
refused within the previous twelve months ; to pass orders 
sanctioning or refusing to sanction such erection or re-erec¬ 
tion, such erection or re-erection shall, unless the land on 
which it is proposed to erect or re-erect such buildings 
belongs to or vests in the committee, be deemed to have been 
sanctioned, except in so far as it may contravene any bye¬ 
law, or any building or town planning scheme sanctioned 
under Section 192: 

“ Provided that should a resolution conveying or refusing 
such sanction be suspended under Section 232, the period 
prescribed by clause (4) shall commence to run afresh from 
the date of communication of fi nal orders by the Commis¬ 
sioner or the local Government under Section 235; 

“Provided further that if not less than one-iifth of the 
members present vote against a resolution conveying 
sanction, the sanction shall be deemed not to have been 
conveyed until after the lapse of fourteen days from the pass¬ 
ing of the resolution.” 

77 After Section 193 of the said Act, the following 
section shall be inserted, namely: — 


“ 193-A. If at any time before the completion of a 
building of which the erection has been sanctioned under 
Section 193 the committee finds that any modification of the 
sanctioned plan is necessary, the committee may, subject to 
compensation for any loss to which the owner may be put, 
direct that the building be modilie ! accordingly.” 

78. For Section 1!)4 of the said Act the following 
section shall be substituted, namely: - 


“ 194. Every sanction for the erection or re-erection of 
any building which shall be given or be deemed to have been 
given, by a committee, shall remain in force for one year only 
from the date of such sanction, or for such longer period 
as the committee may have allowed when conveying sanction 
under Section 189. Should the erection or n^-erection of 
the building not have lieen commenced within one year and 
completed within two years or such longer period as may 
have been allowed by the committee the sanction shall bie 
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deemed to have lapsed; but such lapse shall not bar any sub¬ 
sequent application for fresh sanction under the foregoing 
provisions of the Act." 

79. For Section 195 of the said Act, the following 
section shall be substituted, namely:— 


*• 195. Should a building be begun, erected or re- 
erected— 

" (o) without sanction as required by Section 189(1); or 

" (/>) without notice as re(iuired by Section 189 (2); or 

" (c) when sanction has been refused, 

the committee may by notice delivered to the owner 
within six months from the completion of the building require 
the building to be altered or deniolished as it may deem 
necessary within the period specified in sucii notice; and 
should be begun or er-erected— 

" (d) in contravention of the terms of any sanction 
granted; or 

"(f) when the sanction has lapsed; or 

“ (/) in contravention of any bye-law made under Section 
l!)0;or, in the case of a building of which the 
erection has been deemed to be sanctioned under 
Section 193 (4), if it contravenes any bye-law 
or any scheme sanctioned under Section 192 

the committee may by notice to be delivered to the owner 
within six months from the completion of the building re¬ 
quire the building to be altered in such manner as it may 
deem necessary, within the period specified in such notice; 

" Provided that the committee may, instead of requiring 
the alteration or demolition of any such building, accept by 
way of compensation such sum as it may deem reasonable; 

Provided also that the committee shall require a build¬ 
ing to be demolislied or altered so far as is necessary to 
avoid contravention of a building scheme drawn up under 
Section 192.'’ 

80. For sub-section (2) and the proviso to Section 196 
of the said Act, the following sub-section and proviso shall be 
substituted, namely: — 
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“ (2) The committee shall make reasonable compensa¬ 
tion to the owner for any damage or loss which he may 
sustain in consequence of the prohibition of the re erection 
of any building or part of a building except in so far as the 
prohibition is necessary under any bye-law: 

Provided that committee shall make full compensation 
to the owner for any damage ho may sustain in consequence 
of his building or any part thereof being set back, unless for 
a period of three years or more immediately preceding such 
notice the building has by reason of its being in a ruinous 
or dangerous condition become unfit for human habitation 
or unless an order of prohibition issued under Section 110 
has been and still is in force in respect of such building.” 

Substitution 81 . For Section 197 of the said Act the following 
f a new sec- gection shall be substituted, namely:— 

ion for Sec- 
ion 197 of 
he Punjab 
lanic i p a 1 
.ct, 1911. 

“ 197. The committee may, and shall if so required by 
the local Government, by bye-law— 

" (a) prohibit the manufacture, sale, or preparation or 
exposure for sale, of any specilied articles of food 
or drink, in any place or premises not licensed by 
the committee: 

“ (b) regulate the hours and manner of transport 
within the municipality of any specified articles 
of food or drink, and prescribe the route by which 
such articles shall be carried; 

“ (c) prohibit the sale of milk, butter, ghi, curd, meat, 
game, fish and poultry by persons not lieensefl 
by the committee; 

“ (d) prohibit the import inti) the municipality for sale 
of milk, cream, butter, ghi, curd, meat, game, fish 
and iMultry by persons not licensed by the 
committee; 

“ (e) make regulations for the grant and withdrawal of 
licenses and the levying of fees therefor under 
this section: 

“ Provided that no person shall be punishable for breach 
of any bye-law made under clause (o) of this section by 
reason of the continuance of such manufacture, preparation 
or exposure for sale, or sale upon any premises which are, 
at the time of the making of such bye law, used for audb 
purpose until he has received from the eoipmittee six month?’ 
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notice in writing to discontinue such manufacture, prepara¬ 
tion or exposure for such sale, or such sale in such premises: 

“ Provided further that nothing herein contained shall 
affect the operation of Section 43 of the Punjab Laws Act, 
1872, and the rules made thereunder.” 

82 . In Section 205 of the said Act, after clause (c) the 
following clause shall be inserted, namely:— 

“(d) to enter into any building or on any land for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether any building is 
being or has been erected or re-erected without 
sanction or in contravention of any sanction given 
by the committee or of any bye-laws made under 
Section 190 or of any scheme sanctioned under 
Section 192 and to take such measurements and 
do any other such acts as may be necessary for 
such purpose.” 

83 . For sub-section (1) of Section 211 of the said Act, 
the following sub-section shall be substituted, namely: — 

“ (1) The Medical (Officer of Health or any other 
officer authorised by the committee may enter, at any time, 
after three hours’ notice, into any building or premises in 
which any infectious disease is reported or suspected to exist, 
for the purpose of inspecting such building or premises.” 

84 . For sub-section (2) of Section 224 of the said Act, 
the following sub-section shall Ik* substituted, namely: - 

“ (2) Should any dispute, for the settlement of which 
no express provisi(m is made by any other section, arise 
touching the amount of any compensation which the commit¬ 
tee is by this Act required to pay or empowered to receive 
for injury to or in resj;)ect of any building or land, it shall 
be settled in such manner as the parties may agree, or, in 
default of agreement, in the manner provided by the Land 
Acquisition Act, 1894, with rtfferenee to the acquisition of 
and payment of compensation for land for public purposes 
80 far as it can be made applicable.” 

85 . For clause (b) of sub section ( 1 ) of Section 225 of 
the said Act, tlie following clause shall be substituted, 
namely 

“ (&) by a notice from a committee under Section 171 
requiring a street to be drained, levelled, paved, 
flagged, metalled or provided with proper means 
of lighting, or declaring a street to be a public 
street, or under Section 195 requiring the altersh 
Hon or demoUtion of a building, or ” 
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86. In the Explanation to Section 288 of the said Act, 
in first line between the word “ authorize " and the word 
“ persons ” the word “ any shall be inserted, and for the 
word “ persons * ' the word “ person ” shall be substituted, 
and between the word “ person” as substituted and the 
words “ to make" the following shall be inserted, namely:— 

“ and shall be deemed to have authorized any person 
appointed to this end by the local Government ” 

87 . In Section 22i) of the said Act, after sub-section 
(4), the following sub-section sliall be added, namely:— 

(.j) If the committee has not authorized any of the 
officers specified in sub-section (1), it shall, if so required 
by the (^Commissioner, give such authorisation to any of the 
officers specified in sub-section (1), and shall not withdraw 
authorisation given on such requisition wdthout the sanction 
of the Commissioner.” 

88. For Section 231 of the said Act the following 
section shall be substituted, namely: — 


“231. (1) The Commissioner or the Deputy Commis¬ 

sioner within their respective charges, or any official not 
below the rank of Extra Assistant (.^>mmi3sioner authorized 
in writing by the Oornnnssioner in the case of municipalities 
of the first class or the Deputy Commissioner in the case of 
municipalities of the second class or any person empowered 
by the local Government in this behalf by a general or 
special order, may:— 

" (fl) enter on, inspect and survey, or cause to be 
entered on, inspected and surveyed, any immov¬ 
able property occupied by any committee or 
joint committee, or any w'ork in progress under 
its direction; 

“ (^) by order in writing addressed to the secretary call 
for and inspect or cause to be inspected any book 
or document in the possession or under the con¬ 
trol of any committee or joint committee and the 
member or servant of the committee in possession 
of such book or di^euraent shall immediately 
place such book or document at the disposal of 
the secretary, who shall immediately comply with 
such order and shall immediately inform the 
President of Uie requisition. He shall also bring 
the matter to the notice of tl»e committee at its 
pieeting next following. 
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" (^) order in writing addressed to the secretary 
require any such committee or joint committee to 
furnish within a specified period such statements, 
accounts, reports and copies of documents relat¬ 
ing to the proceedings or duties of the committee 
as he may think fit to call for; 

"(d) inquire generally into the affairs of a committee 
or joint committee with a view to ascertaining 
whether a municipality is being satisfactorily 
administered, and for the purposes of such in¬ 
quiry make use of any property of the committee, 
and of the powers mentioned in clauses (o), (fc) 
and (t), and the members, officers, and servants 
of the committee shall render such assistance in 
the inquiry as may be deemed necessary. 

" Explanation. - {!) Any person so empowered shall be 
deemed to be a public servant within the meaning of Section 2 L 
of the Indian Penal Code, 

“f2) The Commissioner or the Deputy Commissioner may 
record in writing for the considerati(ui of any such committee 
or joint committee any observations that he may think proper 
in regard to the proceedings or duties of the committee. 

“ (3) Every committee shall submit such periodical re¬ 
ports to the Deputy Commissioner or other authority as the 
local Government may direct.” 

89 . For Section 232 of the said Act the following section 
shall be substituted, namely •— 


‘‘ 232. The Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner may, 
by order in writing, suspend the execution of any resolution 
or order of a committee or joint committee, or prohibit the 
doing of any Act which is aUnit to be done, or is being done 
in pursuance of or under C(wer of this Act, or in pursuance 
of any sanction or permission granted by the committee in 
the exercise of its powers under the Act, if. in his opinion, 
the resolution, order or act is in cxee.ss of the powers con¬ 
ferred by law or contrary to the interests of the public or 
likely to cause w’aste or damage of municipal funds or pro- 
}K’rty, or the execution of the resolution or order, or the 
doing of the act, is likely Iai lead to a breach of the peace, to 
encourage lawlessness or to cause injury or annoyance to 
the public or to any class or body of persons." 
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Amendment 90. Por sub-section (1) of Sectioii 234 of said Aet, the 
>34 o/*^*tbe following sub-section shall be substituted, namely 

i’ \ct' “ When the Commissioner, after due enquiry, is satis- 
Hciiw . c, ^ committee of the first class has made default in 

performing any duty imposed upon it by this Act, or by any 
order or rule under this Act, he may, by an order in writing, 
fix a period for the jicrformance of tliat duty ; and, should it 
not be performed within the period so fixed, hemayapp/mt 
some person to perform it, and may direct that the expense 
thereof shall be paid within such time as he may fix by the 
committee.” 


Amendment sub-sectioti (2) of Section 236 of the said Act 

o f Section the following sub-seetion shall bo substituted, namely;— 

Punjab Mu- “ (2) The local Government may exercise all powers 
mcipai Act, ncccssary for the performance of this duty and may among 
other things, by onder in writing, annul or modify any pro¬ 
ceeding which it may consider not to be in conformity with 
law or with such rules as aforesaid, or for the reasons which 
would in its opinion justify an order by the Commissioner or 
Deputy Commissioner under Section 232.” 

Subsliiutu n 92. For Section 237 of the said Act the following section 
of a u .w sec- gj^all be substituted, namely;— 

tion for Sec¬ 
tion .^37 of 
the Punjab 
Munic 1 p a 1 
Act, 1911, 
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“ 237. Notwithstanding anything in this Act, the local 
Government shall have the })ower of reversing or modifying 
any order cf any officer of Ihc local Government passed or 
purporting to have been passed under this Act, if it considers 
it to be not in accordance with the said Act or the rules or 
to be for any reason inexpedient, and generally for carrying 
out the purposes of this Act the local Government shall exer¬ 
cise over its officers and the Commissioner shall exercise over 
the Deputy Commissioner all powers of superintendence, 
direction and control.” 


Amendment 93, (1) In Section 240 of the said Act - 

2 W 'the (ti) for clause {g) the following clause shall be substi- 
Acl taled, namely:- 

“ (<?) regulating the procedure for elections under 
this Act, the contribution towards election ex¬ 
penses by candidates, the deposit tif seeufity 
by candidates and the conditions of forfeiture 
of such deposits; ” 



MUSttClPAL AMEltDliiEi^rT Agt, 1933 945 

(») for clause (?) the following clause shall be substitu* 
ted, namely:— 

(?) for the preparation of plans and estimates 
for works partly or wholly to be constructed 
at the expense of committees, and for the pre¬ 
paration and periodical revision of maps and 
registers made under sub-section (3) of Section 
56 for the authorities by which and the condi¬ 
tions, subject to which such plans, estimates, 
maps and re^sters are to be prepared and 
sanctioned;” 

(m) After clause (rs) the following clause shall be in¬ 
serted, namely:— 

“ {czs) for the same purposes as those for which a 
committee may make bye-laws under the pro¬ 
visions of Sections 31,188,189, 190 or 197; 

(2) After sub-section (6) the following sub-section shall 
be added, namely:— 

“ (7) Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained 
the local Government shall not make rules under clause {azz) 
of sub-section (1) for a municipality unless the committee 
has been required by the local Government to make bye-laws 
under Section 31, Section 188, Section 189, Section 190 or 
Section 197 and has failed to make any such bye-laws, or 
having made them lias failed to obtain their confirmation by 
the local Government as required by sub-section (l)of Section 
201 within nine months of the date of the order of the local 
Government requiring them to be made, and any rules made 
by the local government under clause (irara) of sub-section 
(2) shall have effect as if they were, and shall be deemed 
for all purposes to be, bye-laws made by the committee. ” 

94. Section 240-A of the said Act shall be omitted. 


95. After Section 245 of the said Act, the following 
new’ chapter shall be added, namely:— 

‘ CHAPTBIR XIV. 

Mi'NICIPAL ElKCTIOS iNQriElfiiS. 

246» In this eliapter unless there is anything repugnant 
in the subject or context— 

commission” means a jjerson or persons appoiut- 
, ed by the local Government to hold an inquiry 
; in respect of an election under this Act. ' 
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* (h) “ edsts ” means all costs, charges and exj^oses of 
or incidental to an inquiry, 

‘ (<^) '* election means any election held under the 
provisions of this Act or of any rules made 
thereunder, 

‘(d) “inquiry” means an inquiry in respect of an 
election by the Commission, 

‘ («) “ pleader ” means any person entitled to appear 
and plead for another in civil court, and in¬ 
cludes an advcx-'ate, a vakil, and an attorney of 
a High Court. 

‘ 247. The local Government may appoint a Commission 
consisting of one or more persons to hold an inquiry. 

‘ 248. In respect of the following matters a Commission 
shall have the powers w^hich are vested in a Court under the 
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, when trying a suit:— 

‘ (a) discovery and insiicetion, 

‘ (&) enforcing the attcndaua' of witnesses and requir¬ 
ing the deposit of their exjx'nses, 

‘(c) compelling the production of documents, 
examining witnesses on oath, 

‘ (c) granting adjournments, 

‘ (/) reception of evidence taken on affidavit, and 

^ {g) issuing commissions for the examination of 
witnesses; 

and may summon and examine suo motu any person whose 
evidence appears to be material ; and shall be deemed to be 
a Civil Court within the meaning of Sections 4b0 and 482 
of the Code of Criniinal Procedure, 

‘ 249. The provisions of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, 
shall, subject to the provisions of this Chapter, be deemed 
to apply in all respects to an inquiry. 

‘ 250. Notwithstanding anything in any enactment to 
the contrary, no document shall be inadmissible in evidence 
on the ground that it is not duly stamped or registered. 

‘ 251. (1) No witness shall be excused from answering 

any question relating to any matter relevant to a matter in 
issue in an inquiry upon the ground that the answer to 
such question will incriminate or may tend, directly or in¬ 
directly to incriminate him, or that it will expose, or tend, 
^reetty or indirectly, to expose him to a penalty or for¬ 
feiture of any kind : 
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* Pit)vided 

* (>) no persan who has voted at an election shall be 

required to state for whom he has voted ; and 

* («■) a witness who, in the opimon of the Commis¬ 

sion, has answered truly all quesUons which 
he has been required by the said Commission 
to answer shall be entitled to receive a eerti- 
hoate of indemnity and such certificate may 
be pleaded by such person in any court 
and shall be deemed to be a full and complete 
defence to or ujwn any charge under Chapter 
IX-A of the Indian Penal Code ariinng out 
of the matter to which such certificate re¬ 
lates. nor shall any such answer be admisasr 
ble in evidence against him in any suit or 
other proceeding. 

‘ (2) Nothing in sub section (1) shall be deemed to 
relieve a person receiving a certificate of indemnity from 
any disqualification in connection with an election imposed 
by any law or any rule having the force of law. 

‘ 252. Any appearance, application or act before the Appearan 
Commission may be made or done by the party in person or or AcTbef* 
by a pleader duly appointed to act on his behalf ; Commissic 

‘ Provided that any such appearance shall, if the Com¬ 
mission so directs, be made by the party in person. 

‘ 253. The reasonable expenses incurred by any person . ^xpop 
in attending to give evidence may be allowed by the Com- attending 
mission to such person, and shall, unless the Commission give evid«i 
otherwise directs, be deemed to be part of the costs. ^ P"* 

costs* 

* 254. At the conclusion of the inquiry the Commission Report 
shall submit a report of its findings to the local Govern- com»^ 
ment, if tlie inquiry concerns an election held in a munici¬ 
pality of the first class, and to the Commissioner in any 

other case, and such report shall include the opimon of the 
Commission on the amount of costs, including eounsePs 
fees as the Commission may deem fit, to be paid, and the 
persons by whom and to whom such costs shall be paid. 

‘ 255. On receiving the report of the Commission the Comm 
local Government in the case of an election held in a muni- sioner • 
cipality of the first class, and the Commissioner in any 
omer ease, shall pass orders either declaring the candidate agree m e. 
duly elected or declanng the election to be void, and sudi 
orders diall be notified in the Gazette. Such orders ^all be mia-ion 
final and sliaU specify tiie amount of costs to be pmd, and pass <»d 
the person or persons by whom and to whom such costs 
shall be paid : 
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* Provided that the Commissioner or the loeal Govern¬ 
ment before jmssing final orders may remand any case for 
fairer inquiry or refer any point arising in any ease to a 
dvil court for opinion ; and the <avil court shall deal 
with any case forwarded to it as nearly as may be accord¬ 
ing^ to the procedure applicable under the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 19(]^, to the hearing of appeals. 

‘ 256. A certified copy of any order passed by the loeal 
Government or by the Commissioner under Section 255 re¬ 
garding the cost of the inquiry may be produced before the 
}Haneipal civil court of original jurisdiction within the 
local limits of whose jurisdiction any person directed by 
such order to pay any sum of money has a place of resi¬ 
dence or business, and such court shall execute such order 
or cause it to be executed in the same manner and by the 
same procedure as if it were a decree for the payment of 
money made by itself in a suit. 

‘257. (1) Every officer, clerk, agent or other person 

who performs any duties in connection with the recording 
or counting of votes at an election shall maintain and aid 
in maintaining the secrecy of the voting and shall not 
(except for some purpose authorized by or under any law) 
communicate to any person any information calculated to 
violate such secrecy, 

‘ (2) Any person w'ho wilfully acta in contravention of 
the provisions of this section shall be punished with imprison¬ 
ment of either description for a term not exceeding three 
months, or with fine, or with both. 

‘2,’)8. The local Government may make rules con¬ 
sistent with this act, to carry out the purposes of this 
chapter, and all such rules shall be subject to previous publi¬ 
cation. ’ 

Stateni«Bt of objects and reasons. The main objects of the 
Bill are to give the loeal Government through its officers 
power to see that both the spirit and the letter of the Act 
are more strictly observed by members and servants of 
committees than has heretofore been the ease, and also to 
solve the housing and sanitation problems of municipalities 
both by enforcing more strictly the responsibility of commit¬ 
tees for the regulation of. buildings and by giving to the 
local Government and to committees wider powers to frame 
and enforce building and town planning schemes. At the 
same time opportunity is being taken of" amending sections 
which experience has proved to be defective and decisions of 
the High Court have shown to be unsatisfactorily worded. 

GOKAL CHAND NARANG, 
Member Ip-dbarge, 

Notes op elapses aye omitted, 



THE PUNJAB MUNICIPAL (EXECUTIVE 
OinCER) ACT, 1931. 

The Punjab Act, II on IWI. 

[Received the assent of His Excellency the Governor on the 2nd 
July 1931, and that of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor 
General on the 2nd September 1931, and was first published 

in the Punjab Gazette, Extraordinary, of the 
18lh September 1931.1 

An Act to phovide for the appointment and powers of Ex¬ 
ecutive Offiobks in Municipalities in the Punjab and 
FOR THAT purpose TO AMEND THE PUNJAB MUNICIPAL ACT, 1911. 

Whf.rras it it expedient to provide for &e q>pomt* 
ment and powers of Executive Officers in municqialities in the 
Punjab and to am«id the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, for 
tibat purpose, it is hereby enacted at follows :— 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Punjab Municipal 
(Executive Officer) Act, 1931. 

(2) It may by notification be extended by the local 
Govonment to any mimicipality in the Punjab. 

(3) It shall come into force on radb date at the local 
Govmnment may, by mrtification, appoint in this behalf. 

Notes. 

Extension.— The Act was extended to the following 
municipalities, vide Notification No. 31221, dated 21st October 
1931:—Arabala, Lahore, Amritsar. .Tullundur, Multan, 
Sialkote, Khem Karan, Bhawani. Later on by a further 
Notification No. 35421 dated 9th November 1932 the Act 
was extended to Kasur. 

Clause 3.— The Act came into force on 16th October 1931 
vide Punjab Government (Tjegislative Department) Notifica¬ 
tion No. 30693 dated 14th October 1931. 

2. In this Act unless there is something repugnant in the 
subject or the context— 

(a) ** contract *’ includes a transfer of property ; 

{b) ** the committee’’** means the municipal committee 
to which the Act has been, by notification, ex¬ 
tended ; 

(c) ** the Municipal Act **, means the Punjab Municipal 
Act, 1911. 

Notes. 

ConfaracL— The definition is not restrictive, as the use of 
the word “include ” shows. For the definition of the term, 
ffe Section 2 (h) of the Indian Contract 4ct, 
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AM»,^^r/io^sa/3p. SSoftheManidp^iAet 
Trmmim of property*—5V# Section 5 of the Transfer of 
Property Act Under this Act the word Contract in 
eludesTransfer 

3. (1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary con¬ 

tained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Municipal Act, the com¬ 
mittee shall by resolution to be passed, by not less than five- 
eighths of the total number of members constituting the committee 
for the time being, at a meeting convened for the purpose of 
appointing an Executive Officer at which no other business may 
be transacted, appoint, within three months from the^ date of 
the notification issued under sub-section (2) of Section 1, a 
person, with the approval of the local Government as Exe¬ 
cutive Officer, for a renewable period of five years on such 
rate of pay not exceeding one thousand and five hundred rupees 
inclusive of all allowances, as it may deem fit : 

Provided that if the appointment is renewed the maximum 
salary inclusive of all allowances shall not exceed Rs. 2,000. 

(2) If at the meeting convened for the purpose of 
appointing an Executive Officer a resolution of appointment 
cannot be passed through failure of any candidate, to secure the 
prescribed five-eighths majority, the chairman shall, on requisi¬ 
tion made in writing by not less than one-third of the total 
number of members constituting the committee for the time 
being, convene another meeting to be held within fourteen 
days: 

Provided always that such meeting shall be held within 
three months from the date of the notification issued under sub¬ 
section (2) of Section 1. 

(3) The resolution of appointment of an Executive Officer, 
whether considered at an adjourned meeting or at a meeting con¬ 
vened under sub-section (<?), shall not be deemed to be passed 
unless by the majority prescribed in sub-section ( 7 ). 

(4) If the committee fails to appoint an Executive Officer 
within three months from the date of notification issued under 
sub-section (2) of Section 1, the local Government may appoint 
any person as Executive Officer of the committee for a renew¬ 
able period not exceeding five years on such rate of monthly 
pay not exceeding Rs. 1,500 inclusive of all allowances as it 
may deem fit : 

Provided that if the appointment is renewed the maximum 
salary inclusive of all allowances shall not exceed Rs. 2,000. 

(5) When a member of the committee is appointed Exe* 
cttttve Officer, be shall on his appointment cease to be a mem¬ 
ber of the committee. 
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(<$) Tbc remunarstion oi tveh Exacwtive Officer tliall be 
pesreMa bjr ffie committee firom llie mmiic4>el fund. 

(7) The Executive Officer may at any time be suspended 
brom office by tbe local Government and shall be so suspaaded 
ca removed if at a meeting of tbe committee convened to con¬ 
sider the question of his suspension or removal not less than 
five^e^hths of the^ total number of membera constituting the 
committee for the^ time being vote in favour of his suspansion 
removal, and if the Executive ^Eicer is suspended the com¬ 
mittee shall appoint some person with the sqiproval of the 
local Government to officiate as Executive Officer. 

(<?) Leave may be granted to the Executive Officer by 
the committee, and whenever such leave is granted for a period 
exceeding one month the committee shall appoint some perscm, 
with the approval of locsd Governromit, to officiate as Execu¬ 
tive Officer: 

Provided Uuit if the period of leave does not exceed one 
month the President or in his absence the Vice-President shall 
Mrffiiottt remuneration exercise the powers of Executive Officer 
for tbe period of such leave. 

(V) Whenever an Executive Officer dies, resigns or is 
removed the committee shall, within three months of his death, 
resignation or removal, appoint another person to be Excscutive 
Officer in the manner provided in sub-sections (1) to (3), and 
if the committee fails to appoint such a person within such 
period the local Government may appoint such a person in the 
manner provided in sub-section (4): 

Provided that the President or in his absence the Vice- 
President shall, without remuneration, exercise the powers of 
Executive Officer until smother Executive Officer is appointed. 

Notes. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 67 (1) (in FV-n^dl Muni- Act, III of 1923. 

cipal Act, XV of 1932. S. 13, Cantonment Act, 11 of 

Ss. 20 & 21, JVehar and t'nssa 1924. 

Munici^val Act, 1922. Ss. 7, 8 & 13, Madras City Muni- 

S. 33, Bondiay Municipal cipal Act, 1919. 

Boroughs Act, 1927). S, 12-C, Madras District Munici- 

Ss. 186-A & 186-C, Bombay Dif!- < pal Act, V of 1920. 

trict Municipal Act, 111 of S. 27, Rangoon t^ity Municipal 
1901. Act, 1922. 

Ss. 54 & 57, Bombay City Muni- Ss. 57 & 65, U. R- Municipalities 
cipal Act, III of 1888. j Act, 1916. 

S. 51, Calcutta City Municipal { 

ClattBe 1.— This lays down the procedure for the appoint¬ 
ment of the Executive Officer for the committee to which the 
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Act is extended. The meeting convened for the purpose is 
not to be governed by Sections 26 and 27 of the Municif^l 
Act. The meeting convened for the appointment of the 
Elxecutive Officer is neither an ordinary meeting nor a special 
meeting, as contemplated by S. 26 of the Municipal Act. 
The quorum for such a meeting is a special quorum and not 
one contemplated by Section 27 of the Municipal Act. 

The appointment of an Executive Officer is not peculiar 
to the Punjab and some corresponding officer such as Muni¬ 
cipal Commissioner, Chief Officer, Executive Authority or 
the Chairman witli similar powers is required to be appoint¬ 
ed under other provincial and presidency towns municipal 
Acts, as the examination of the corresponding provisions will 
show. Under Bengal Municipal Act, vide Section 67 (1){«') of 
Act kv of 1932, the committees have power to appoint an 
Ex^utive Officer and in the absence of such appointment the 
chairman exercises the powder of Executive Officer. Under 
Behar and Orissa Municipal Act the Chairman of the Munici¬ 
pal Board is the corresponding officer. Under Bombay 
District Municipal Act, the municipal commissioner is the 
corresponding officer while under the Madras Municipal 
City Act, the corresjrKmding officer is designated simply 
“Commissioner.” Under the Bombay Municipal Boroughs' 
Act, the corresponding official is called the “ chief officer.” 
Under Calcutta Municipal Act, such an officer is called the 
“Chief Executive Officer” while under Madras District Muni¬ 
cipal Act, the Commissioner is the corresponding officer. In 
Rangoon, he is styled simply a “commissioner*’. In U. P. 
the corresponding officer like the Punjab is called the 
“ Executive Officer.” 

The method of appointment, however, differs in different 
provinces and presidency Towns. In Bombay city and 
Madras city the appointment is made by Governor in Coun¬ 
cil. Under Madras District Municipal Act the appointment 
in "the first instance is vested in the Governor in Council, 
while under l^ngal Municipal Act and Bombay Borouglis 
Municipal Act, appointment vests in the Committee. For 
dismissal a certain majority generally two-thirds of the 
whole committee is required. In Rangoon, appointment and 
dismissal vest in the corporation. In the Punjab the appoint¬ 
ment in the first instance vests in the committee if a speci¬ 
fied majority of the whole committee votes for the appoint¬ 
ment. Such appointment requires the approval of the local 
Government. If at the first meeting a candidate fails to 
secure ibe required majority an opportunity is again afford¬ 
ed for another meeting to be held for the pur^e within 
a prescribed time. If within the prescribed time the Com- 
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mittee fails to appoint the Executive Offie-er by the 
requisite majority of votes, then the local Government steps 
in and appoints one. 

Prescribed majcNrity.-- Fractions cannot be disregarded. 
In case of Lahore, the total strength of the members is 45 
and five-eighths of the required majority will be 28|. Twenty- 
eight cannot be taken as a preserited majority, twenty-nine 
will/ therefore, constitute the required majority. 

Period of oppoaitmeiit. —The period of appointment is 
not to exceed five years and this period is renewable. 

Clouse 7. —The removal or suf^nsion vests in the 
local Government while the local Government will have 
to suspend or remove an Executive Officer, if so required by 
a majority of five-eighths of the total number of members 
constituting the committee. 

The examination of the corresponding provisions as 
given under an analogous law will show that similar powder 
of dismissal vests in two-thirds majority of the whole com¬ 
mittee. In the case of Rangoon it is three-fifths. 

Clause 8.— Where an Executive Officer is granted leave 
not exceeding one month, the office devolves on President 
or in his absence on the Vice-President hut the President 
or the Vice-President cannot get any remuneration. If 
the period of leave exceeds one month, an officiating appoint¬ 
ment will have to be made with the approval of the local 
Government. Officiating appointment is not required to be 
governed by clauses (1) and (3) of the section. 

Clause 9. - In the ease of death, resignation or removal 
of the Executive (ffficer, however, a new Executive Officer 
will have to be appointed within three months. This new 
appointment is to be made in accordance with the procedure 
laid down in clauses (1) and (3) of Section 3. Till the 
new appointment is made and approved, the President and 
in his absence the Vice-President will officiate as Executive 
Officer without remuneration. 

4. In m municipuiitjr in which an Executire Officer has 
been appointed— 

(a) the executive power for the purpose of carrying 

on the administration of the municipality shall, 
subject to the provisions of this Act and of any 
rules made under this Act, or under the Munkipal 
Act, vest in the Executive Officer; 

(b) the powers conferred and duties imposed upon, the 

functions vested in, and the objections to be 
tendered and notice given to, the committee under 


Powers of 
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the tections of the Municipal Act mentimied in 
schedule I, shall not bs exercised or performed 
by, vested in, or be tendered or given to, the 
committee, but may be exercised or riiall be per¬ 
formed by, or shall vest in, or shall be tendered 
or given to, the Executive Officer, provided 
diat— 

(t) the power conferred by Section 39 of the Munici¬ 
pal Act shall not be exercised by the Executive 
OfBcer and may be exercised by the committee 
in respect of the appointment of any officer or 
servant of the committee to a post for which 
the monthly remuneration exceeds Rs. 45 in the 
case of the municipality of Lahore and Rs. 25 
in the case of other municipalities, and in 
respect of the power of removal or dismissal of 
any officer or servant whose monthly remunera¬ 
tion exceeds Rs. 45, provided that the Exe¬ 
cutive Officer shall dismiss an employee if 
required by the committee to do so; 

(t») the power to revise the valuation and assess¬ 
ment conferred by Section 65 of the Municipal 
Act and the power to amend the assessmmit Ibt 
conferred by sub-clause (1) of Section 67 of 
the Municipal Act shall be exercised by a sub¬ 
committee consisting of the Executive Officer 
and two members of the committee appointed 
by the committee for the purpose; 

(Hi) th« power of the Executive Officer to withhold 
the grant of a license for any of the trades or 
purposes specified in Sections 121, 122 of the 
Municipal Act or to withhold a written permission 
under Section 124 of the Municipal Act may 
by bye-law be made subject to revisicm by 
the committee; 

(iv) ffie exercise or discharge by the Executive Offi- 
eer of any power, duty or function dius confer¬ 
red, imposed or vested in him, shall be subject 
to such restrictions, limitations and conditions 
as may be imposed by any rules made by the 
local Government under the Municipal Act 
upon the exercise or discharge of such power, 
duty or function by the committee; 

(c) the Municipal Act shall be deemed to have been amen¬ 
ded in the manner set fqrth jn schedule II; 
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(d) no lqr»4aws mconsistont with thb Act diall be made 
by the committee in exercise of tihe powers conferred 
Iqr Section 31 of the Miioicipel Act And, if any such 
by««laws have been made, they shidl be deemed to 
have been cancelled to the extent to which they are 
dms inconsistent; 

(«) if in any bye-law made by the commfttee in exercise 
of the powers conferred by Section 188, 189, 197 
or 198 or in any rule made in exercise of the powers 
conferred by Section 3 of the Hackney Carriage Act, 
1879, it is provided that notice shall be g i v e n to or 
licences granted by the committee, snch bye-law or 
rule shall be deemed to have been ammided so as to 
provide that subject to bye-laws made under the 
Municipal Act or rule made under this Act such 
notice shall be given to, or such license granted by, 
the Executive Officer. 

Notes. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 68, Bengal Municipal Act, S. ^> 2 , Calcutta City Municipal 
XV of 1932. j Act, m of 1923. 

S. 37 (2), Behar and Orissa 9, 23 & 90, Madras City 
Municipal Act, 1922. j Municif>al Act, 1919. 

Ss. 30 (2) & 34, Bombay Muni- i S. 6, J3-A & 19, Madras District 
cipal Boroughs Act, 1925. f Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Ss. 186-G, 186-J. L., tiombay i S. 27 & Schedule Chaj^r IV, 

District Municipal Act, III of Rule 3, Rangoon City Mu- 
1901. nicipal Act, 1922. 

Ss. 4, 64 (3), 80, A (2), S3 S. 60, 61 & 112, Schedule II U.P. 
Bombay City Municipal Act, Municipalities Act, 1916. 

Ill of 1888. 

Executive Power.— This .Act or the Municipal Act no¬ 
where defines what powers are executive aud what powers 
are legislative or deliberative. Some idea of the executive 
powers can be formed from the powers to be exercised 
the functions v’^ested in and duties imposed on, Exeeutave 
Oracers under sections detailed in scnedule I. Besides 
vesting executive powers in Executive Officers, certain 
deliberative jxiwers have also been conferr^ on the 
Executive Ollicer. In order to render such exercise the act 
of the committee the right of appeal or revision to the 
council h^ been conferred. Similarly, powers to be 
exercised by or duties to be discharged and functions to vest 
in, the Executive Officer arc futher subject to to w 
made by local Oovernment under Section 11. The right 
of appointment and dismissal of Municipal Staff is ^.nerally 
^ven to the executive side of the municipal administration, 
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Un^r tlie Act this right has been conferred upon Executive 
Officer under certain limitations. 

Under Section 31, clauses (/), (^f), and {h), of the 
Municipal Act, the committees were empowered to frame 
bye-laws as to executive powera of sub-committees, presi¬ 
dents or vice-presidents, and as to the executive powers 
of officers and servants, while tlie right of appeal against 
such executive orders could also be given under these %e. 
laws. All such bye-laws, if inconsistent with the provisions 
of this Act, shall be deemed to be cancelled. Committees 
to which, this Act is applied, will have no powers to frame 
bye-laws vesting executive powers in sub-committees or presi- 
dents or vice-presidents or in any servant or officer. 

Appointment of aub-eommittees — The committees are 
still empowered to appoint sub-committees to report to 
committee on such matters as do not vest in ttie Executive 
Officers but such committees cannot be invested with any 
executive powders or with powers, duties or functions which 
are required to be exercised or discharged by or vest itj 
the Executive Officers. 

Bye-lawt deemed to be cancelled.— All existing bye-laws 
w'hieh are inconsistent with the Executive Officer’s Act must 
be deemed to be cancelled. For instance, Bye-laws Nos. 39, 
40, 41, parts ol 42, 43, 45, 47, 50 & 52 of the Lahore Muni¬ 
cipal Committee’s business bye-laws must lx* taken to have 
been cancelled. 

Clause (c).—Similarly, some of the bye-laws under Ss. 
188, ls9,197 or 198 or Rules under Section 3 of Hackney 
Carriage Act, 1879, provide for the giving of notice to 
committee or for grant of license by committee. These 
must be deemed to have been amended ‘so as to provide for 
the giving of notice to the Executive Officers or for the 
grant of license by the Executive Officer. 

Pranimption regarding exercise of powers by Execative 
Officers. There is a presumption that the powers granted 
will not be abused. See Notes on p. 428. 

Grant erf license to regulate trade.— icr notes under S 121 
of the Municipal Act, pp. 424-44. 


Executive 
>fficer t o 
*ave powers 
Secretary. 


S. The Execative Officer may exercise all or any of tba 
powm evened upon the Secretary of the committee by the 
Mumcipal Art or by any rule or bye-law made thereunder or 
under any other Act. 

Notes. 

Anfilagous Law :— 

€/, &h^ule 1, chapter VI of Rangoon City Municipal Act, 
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Powers of Secretary.— Under tiie Municipal Act, Sections 
94, 173 and 215 confer upon the Secretary certain powers. 
These will also vest in the Executiver Officer. Similarly, 
powers conferred by any rule or bye-law made under the 
Municipal Act or under any other Act may also be exercised 
by the Executive Officer. 

6. (1) Every contract to be entered into by the com* 

mittee shall be made on behalf of the committee by the 
Exeentive Officer: 

Provided that the Executive Officer shall be bound by any 
resolution of the committee fixing terms, rates or maximum 
prices in the particular case or any class of cases. 

- {2) No contract affecting immovable property or involv 
ing a sum exceeding such sum as the committee may fix shall 
be made by the Executive Officer unless it has been sanctioned 
by the committee. 

(J) Every contract made by the Executive Officer shall 
be reported to the committee within fifteen dajrs of its being 
made. 

(4) Every contract made by the Executive Officer on 
behalf of the committee shall be entered into in such manner 
and form as would bind him if it were made on his own 
behalf and may in like manner and form be varied or dis. 
charged: 

Provided that every contract involving a sum mueeding 
one hundred rupees or affecting immovable property shall be 
in writing and shall be sealed with the common seal of the 
committee. 

(5) Tbe common seal of the committee shall remain in 
the custody of the Executive Officer and shall not' be affixed 
to any contract or other instrument except in the presence of 
the Executive Officer who shall sign thp contract in token that 
the same was sealed in his presence. 

((5) No contract executed othervrise than as provided in 
this section shall be binding on the committee; 

Provided that, when work is given on contract at unit 
rates and the number of units is not precisely determinable, the 
contract shall not be deemed to contravene the provisions of 
^s section merely by reason of the fact that the pecuniary 
limits prmcribed m sub-section (2) or sub-section {4) are 
•vmitually eweaded. 


Contract 
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Notes. 

Analogous Law :— 

Ss. 48 (4) 48 (6) & 49, j Sa.80, 81 & 83, Ma<^^a8^ity Mu- 

Bombay Manicipal Boroughs , ntcipal Act, 1919. 

Act, 1925. i Ss. 68 & 69, Madras District 

Ss. (2) 180-N, 186-0, Bombay ! Municipal Act, 1920. 

District Municipal Act, III of | S. 177, Schedule 1, Chapter VI, 
1920. ( Rules 1-6, Rangoon City 

Ss. 69 (c) (</), 70 & 71, Bom- Municipal Act, 1922. 

bay City Municipal Act, III Ss. 97 & 98, U. P. Municipalities 
of 1888. Act, 1916. 

Notea. 

Sections 46 and 47 of the Municipal Act must be deemed 
to have been omitted. In case of municipalities to which thj 
Executive Officer’s Act is extended contracts and transfers 
will be governed by S. 6. Instead of the committee making 
contracts and observing the formalities required to be 
observed under Ss. 46 and 47 of the Municipal Act, every, 
contract shall be made by the Executive Officer, who is 
required to observe the provisions and formalities laid 
down in this section. 

Sanction. —No contract affecting immovable property 
can be made by an Executive Officer unless the committee 
sanctioned such a contract. Similarly, the Executive 
Officer cannot enter into any contract involving any sum 
exceeding the sum fixed by the committee for contracts to 
entered by the Executive Officer. 

CUiue 4.—This clause lays down the formalities to be 
observed by Executive Officers in making the contracts. 
These formalities are mandatory, and unless the contract is. 
made in accordance with these formalities, a contract will 
not be binding on the committee. For Notes see commentary 
on Ss. 46 and 47 of the Municipal Act, pp. 192- 217. 

Clause 5.— There is no corresponding provision in the 
Municipal Act. The Executive Officers Act requires an 
additional formality which is not specifically required under 
the Municipal Act. 

Liability of the committee. —If the contract does not 
comply witffi the formalities, the contract cannot be enforced 
against the committee. See Notes under Section 47 of the 
Municipal Act. 

Clause e.^See notes on pages 206 and 207 of thus book. 

Proviso.— There is no corresponding provision under the 
Municipal Act. The judicial decision.s regarding the 
value of contract recognize the principle of this provision. 

notes on pp. 211 and 212, under the heading “Limit 
of valued 
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7. (1) The committee may delegate the powers conferred 

upon it by Section 39 of Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, to the Civil 
Surgeon of the District or to an officer of the Department of 
Public Instruction. 

7. {2) The Executive Officer may with the previous 
sanction of the committee and shall, if so required by tl^ com¬ 
mittee, delegate to any other officer or servant of tibe committee 
all or any of the powers, duties or functions conferred or im¬ 
posed upon or vested in him by Section 4, 5 or 6, except 
the powers, duties or functions conferred or inqiosed 
upon or vested in the committee by Sections 63, 64, 65, 66, 
67, 68, 72, 73, 74, 75. 76, 77, 80, 81, 82, 189, 193, 195, 
195-A or 229 of the Municipal Act:— or to the Civil Surgeon of 
the District or to an officer of the Department of Public 'Instruc¬ 
tion, the powers under Section 3^^ of the Punjab Municipal Act, 
1911 conferred upon him by Section f: 


Provided that— 

(a) such delegation shall be in writing and shall specify 
the name or official designation of the person to 
whom the delegation is made; 

{b) the executive officer shall not, except to the Civil 
Surgeon of the district or to an officer of the Depart¬ 
ment of Public 'Instruction delegate his power to 
make appointments to offices carrying a remunera¬ 
tion of more than fifteen rupees per mensem or to 
remove or dismiss any employee holding an dffice 
carrying such remuneration; 

(c) the executive officer shall not delegate his power to 

make contracts involving an expmiditnre exceed¬ 
ing one hundred rupees or to acquire, sell or lease 
immovable property or to dispose of movable pro¬ 
perty of a value exceeding fifty rupees; and 

(d) the exercise or discharge by an officer or servuit of 

any power, duty or function delegated to him shall 
be subject to such restrictions, limitations and con¬ 
ditions if any, u may be laid down by the execu¬ 
tive officer, and shall also be subject to his cimtrol 
and revision, but the delegation shall not divest 
the executive officw of such powers^ duties qr 
functions, 


Delegatk 
of powers I 
the Fxecuti* 
Officers 



960 THE PUN. MUN. EXBCUTIYE OPPIOBR ACT, 1931 


Notes. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 53, Bengal Municipal Act; XV Municipal Act, III of 1923. 

of 1932. Ss. 16, & 17, Madras City Muni- 

S* 25, Behar and Orissa Munici- cipal Act, 1919. 

pal Act, 1922. S. 18, Madras District Municipal 

Ss. 34 (i)(c), Bombay Municipal Act, V of 1920. 

Boroughs Act, 19_'5. i Ss. 27 (5), Schedule V—1, 

S. 186-M, Bombay District Muni- i Rangoon City Municipal Act, 
cipal Act, ni of 1901. 1922. 

S. 68, Bombay City Municipal S. 62, U. P. Municipalities Act, 
Act, ni of 1888. 1916. 

Ss. 12 (3) (4), Calcutta City 

Notes. 

Tt is proposed to amend this section by making the above 
section as sub section 2 of Section 7 and sub-section (1), 
printed in italics, is proposed to be added under the Punjab 
Municipal Executive Amendment Bill as published in the 
Punjab Government Gazette Notification No. 147, dated filh 
February, 1934. The word committee appears to Ix^ a mis- 
take for the words “ executive officer ” as S. 33 of the Muni¬ 
cipal Act already empowers committees to delegate powers 
under S. 33 to these officers. Similarly, the words in italics 
are proposed to be added to the original sections colon and 
dash being replased by a comma. Clause (5) is {)roposed to 
be amended by the addition of words in italics. 

Delegation -—Under Section 33 of the Municipal Act 
certain powers under specific sections can be delegated to 
tiie sub-committees and certain officers specifie*i therein. 
In municipalities to which this Act is ma»le applicable, Sec¬ 
tion 33 must be deemed to be omitted. This Act vests all 
these and other powers in the Executive Officer who is 
further empowered to delegate some of these powers to any 
other servant or officer. 

Ddegation in writing.— Oral delegation is not possible 
and will be illegal. See 20 Cal. 44H, 1926 Bom. 77 and 
Notes under S. 33 of the Municipal Act. 

Sab-dmne (d).—This clause recognises the general 
principle that the delegation of any powder is subject to an 
implied power of resumption at any time. By delegation 
Executive Officer does not vacate his power to act. He is 
still seized of powers over matters delegated to servants or 
officers. Orders passed by the executive officer with reference 
to matters delegated are valid without any special recall of 
dele^tion. Cf. Hulh v. Clarke (1S90), 25 Q. B. D. 391. 

Valid delegation. —Where a statute expressly or by im¬ 
plication leaves the determination of certain matters to a 
particular officer or body created by it, the latter has no 
power to delegate his or its authority on matters within his 
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or its competence to a third person: 40 Mad. 125. And 
where any of these powers are delegated in pursuance of the 
statute empowering the executive officer or corporate body 
to delegate such powers, the provisions of the statute should 
be carefully observed or else the delegation would be void. 

66 I. C. 4^8. 

The powers of tiie executive officer must be strictly 
construed and what is not permitted to him should be taken 
as forbidden. Cf. 36 Mad. 113. 

8. Notwithatanding anything contained in the Municipal I’reparaiion 
Account Code, the Executive Officer shall be reaponable for UadKet. 
the preparation and submisaion to the committee of the annual 
estimate of income and expenditure, and, if it is in his opinion 
necessary or expedient to vary taxation or to rtuse loans, shall 
submit his proposals in regard thereto. 

Notes. 

Analogous Law: — 

S. 125, Bombay City Municipal 5.154, Madras City Municipal 
Act, in of 1888. Act, 1919. 

S. 93, Calcutta City Municipal S. 33of Madras District Muni« 

Act, III of 1923. cipal Act, 1920. 

Budget. —It is the name applied to an account of the ways 
and means by which the income and expenditure for a 
definite period are to be balanced. It is an instrument 
devised to give the direct representatives of the people 
control over administrative officers. All the municipal 
corporations are required to prepare and submit to local 
Government or Conunissioners a budget containing detailed 
estimate of income and expenditure showing for ensuing 
year together with proposals as to the amount of taxes to be 
levied or loans to be raised for the pur|)ose of meeting such 
expenditure. Kecent policy has been to give the municipal 
corporations full }X)wers to frame and adjust their budgets 
in any way they like subject to certain restrictions and Siey 
have to abide by tlie budget as finally approved or modified. 

Provisions are also made for the preparation and submission 
of supplementary budget and for altering the budget and 
no payment of any sum out of the municipal fund can be 
made or authorised unless the said payment is coxered by 
an allotment under a grant in the budget and a sufficient 
balance of such grant is still available. (Aiyangar’s ‘ Munici¬ 
pal Corporations ” p. 224.) 

In the Account Code specific provisions are made as 
regards the form of budget and date of submission. In 
municipalities to which the Executive Officer’s Act applies 
it is now the duty of the executive officer to prepare and 
submit the budget to the committee. He is also emjK>were4 
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to vary taxation or to raise loans He is not the final authori¬ 
ty for sanction; his proposals and suggestions have to 
be considered by the committee. Their acee'ptanee, modin- 
cation or rejection rests with the committee. 

attendance 9* (1) The Executive Officer shall have the right to 

aeetings. meetings of the committee except a meeting convened 

for the purpose of considering the question of hit snspenskm or 
removal and of any sub-committee and to take part m duous- 
sions, bnt shall not have the right to move any resolution or to 
vote. 

(2) He shffll attend any meeting of the committee or of 
a mb-committee if required to do so by the President. 

Notes. 

Analogous Law :— 

S. 68, Bengal Municipal Act, XV .\ct, TII of 1923. 

of 1932. 33, Madras City Municipal 

S. 36, Bombay Municipal Bor- Act, 1919. 

oughs Act, 1920. S. IS-A of Madras District 

S. 26-A, Bombay District Munici- Municipal Act, 1920. 

pal Act, III of 1901. S. 21, Rangoon Oity Municipal 

, S. 36 (<), ^mbay City Munici- Art, 1922. 

pal Act, III of 1888. S. 64, U. P. Municipalities Act, 

S. 52. Calcutta City Municipal 1916. 

Notes. 

In view of the prevailing conliict beiw(?en tlic members 
and the executive officer, the latter seldom exercises thi.s 
right and only does so when the attendaniie is absolutely 
necessary. 

In ease he is required to attend by the President, he 
must arrange to attend. He has no right, of voting, as he 
is not a member of the committee, though he can make a 
statement for the consideration of the committee. 

Control by 10. The local Government, the Commissitmer and the 

vernmznt Deputy Commissioner shall have in respect of the Executive 
Officer all the powers of control, inspection, requisition, suspen¬ 
sion and all ether powers whatsoever that are cimferred upon 
them respectively in respect of the committee by Chaptcar XII of 
the Municipal Act. 

Notes. 

Chapter 12, Sections 231-237 of Municipal Act, empower 
local ^vernment, Commissioners and Deputy Commissioners 
to exercise power of control over committees. Similar powers 
of control, inspection and suspension have been given by the 
Act over executive officers. 

Power of II, The local Government may, after previous pubKca- 

t'rTraate tlou, make rides eonsislent with tfan Act and wiffi ffie Municipal 
lies. /^(t to carry out the purposes of this Act: 
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Provided that befmre maktas aiijr rules under the lurovisions 
(rf this^ section, the local Government shall, in addition to 
observing die procedure laid down in Section 21 of the Punjab 
Genwral ClauMs Act, 1898, pidblish by notMcafion a dradt of 
the pr<q;>osed rules for the information of persons likely to be 
affected thereby, at least thirty days before a meeting of the 
Punjab Legislative Council. The local Government shall defer 
consideration of such rules until after the mcetimj of (he f^nnfab 
Legislative Council next folloiving the publication of the draft, in 
order to give any member of the Council an opportunity to 
introduce a motion for discussing the draft. 

Notes. 

It is proposed to amend the proviso to this section by 
substituting the folU)wing words for the words printed in 
italics {7nde Section 3 of the Amendment Bill published in 
Punjab Government Gazette, dated Kith February 1934 : — 

“ The local Oovernment in order to give members of the 
(Council an opportunity for moving a motion for discussing the 
draft, shall defer final publications of the rules, until after 
the exi>iry of the date fixed for the consideration of a motion 
for such discussion: provided that notice of such motion has 
been given before the tirst meeting of the council held after 
the expiry of thirty days from the publication of the 
draft. ’ * 


SOHKDULE f. 

1 Vide ClwVrsR (h) OF SECTION 4.] 

Sections of the Punjab Municipal Act. 1^11. 

Sections 30, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, SO, 81, 
82, sub-section (31 of Section 96, sub-section (1) of Section 
07, Sections 09, 100, 101,103, 105,109,115, llo-A, 116, 117, 
118, 119, sub-sections (1) and (2) of Section 121, Sections 
122,124,125,126, 127, 128,129, 130, 131, 134, 135, sub-sec. 
lion (1) of Section 140, Sections 143, 143, clauses (61and(c) 
of Section 145, Sections 149, 154, 156, 166, clause (r) of 
Section 169, Sections 170, 170-A, sub-section (2) of Section 
172, Sections 173, 176,177.182, sub-seetions (1),(2) and (4) 
of Section 189. Sections 191,193-A, 197-A, 220 and sub-sec¬ 
tion (3) of Section 223. 
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SCHEDULE II. 

1 Vide ctiAt;sK (c.) ov .section 4.| 

The Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, shall be deemed to be 
amended as follows, namely:— 

1. Sections 33, 46 and 47 shall be deemed to be omitted. 

' 2. In Section 3 the following new clause shall be deem¬ 
ed to be inserted after clause (o), namely: 

“ (5o) ‘ Executive Oilicer ’ means an Executive Officer 
appointed under the provisions of the Punjab Municipal 
(Executive Officer) Act, 1931.’* 

3. For Section 35 the following section shall be deemed 
to be substituted, namely:— 

‘*35. (1) On the occurrence or the threatened occurrence 
of any sudden accident or unforeseen event involving or 
likely to involve extensive damage to any property of the 
committee or damage to human life the President or the 
Executive Officer or in the absence of the President or 
Elxecutive Officer or during the vacancy of his office a Vice- 
President may direct the execution of any work or the doing 
of any act which the committee is empowered to execute or 
do as the emergency shall in his opinion justify or require: 

Provided that every such action taken under this section 
shall be reported to the next following meeting of the com¬ 
mittee. 

“ (2) The President or the Executive Officer or in the 
absence of the President or during the vacancy of his office 
a Vice-President or Executive Officer shall not act under this 
section in contravention of any order of the committee. 

“ (3) The F*resident or the Elxecutive Officer or in the 
absence of the President or during the vacancy of his 
office a Vice-President may prohibit, until the matter has 
been considered by the committee, the doing of any act which 
is in his opinion undesirable in the public interest: 

“ Provided that the act is one which the committee has 
power to prohilat, 

“ (4) No direction given under this section shall be 
questioned in any court on the ground that the case was not 
one‘ of emergency." 

Notes. 

It is proposed to amend Section 35, and the amended 
Section will read as follows:— 

35. (1) On the occurrence or threatened occurrence of any 

sudden accident or event involving or likely to invole extensive 
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damage to property or danger to human life or grave inconvenience 
to the public, the president or the Executive Officer, or in the absence 
of the president or during the vacancy of hia office, a vice-president 
may, if in his opinion there is an emergency necessitating action 
before the matter can be considered by the committee, direct the ex¬ 
ecution of any such work or the doing of any such act which the 
committee is empowered to execute or do, as the emergency shall in 
his opinion justify or require, and may direct that the expense of 
executing such work or doing such act be paid from the municipal 
fund : 

Provided that every such action taken under this section shall be 
reported to the committee at its next meeting. 

(2) The president or vice-president or Executive Officer shall 
not act under this section in contravention of any onler of the 
committee. 

(3) The president or the Executive Officer or in the absence of 
the president or during the vacancy of Ins offictia vice-president may 
prohibit, until the matter has lieen considered by the committee, the 
doing of any act which is ifi his opinion undesirable in the public 
interest: provided that the act is one which the committee has power 
to prohibit. 

(4) No direction given in this section shall be questioned in 
any Court on the ground that tlie case was not one of emergency. 

4. In section 41 tiie following further proviso shall be 
deemed to be added at the end. namely: — 

“ Provided further that the power conferred by this 
section shall not be exercised in respect of an Executive 
Officer appointed under the provisions of the Punjab 
Municipal (Executive Officer) Act, 1931.” 

Note*. —In the Amendment Bill this item is proposed to 
be omitted. 

5. In sub section (1) of Section (J6 the words “ Execut¬ 
ive Officer shall be deemed to be substituted for the words 
“ signatures of not less than two members of the committee.” 

6 After sub section (.')) of Section 72 the following 
new sub section shall be deemed to be added:— 

“ (6) The enquiry necessary for a decision whether any 
relief shall be granted under this section shall 
be held by the Executive Officer who shall make 
such recommendation to the committee as he 
may deem proper: 

“ Provided that the committee shall not grant any remis¬ 
sion of tax unless such remission is recommended by the 
Executive Officer.” 
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7. In Bub-seetion (2) of Section 77 the words “ the 
fSxeeutive Officer” shall be deemed to be substituted for the 
words “ a member of the committee or the Secretary.” 

8. In sub-section (2) of Section 81 the words " Execut¬ 
ive Officer " shall be deemed to be substituted for the words 
“ President and Vice-President or the Secretary.” 

9. In the proviso to Section 82 the words “ Executive 
Officer” shall be deemed to be substituted for the words 
“President or Vice-President. ” 

10. In Section 113 for the words “ by notice ” tiie words 
“ order the Executive Officer by notice to ” shall be deemed 
to be substituted and for the words “ it to be necessary in 
order to prevent imminent danger, it shall forthwith take 
such steps to avert the danger as may be necessary” the 
following words shall be deemed to be substituted, namely: — 

“ the Executive Officer that the danger to such jiersons 
from any such building, well, tank, reservoir, pool, depres¬ 
sion or excavation is imminent, he shall forthwith take such 
steps to avert such danger as may appear to him to be 
necessary and as may be approved by the President: 

“ Provided that any action taken by the Executive Oi'ficer 
under this section shall be reported to the committee at the 
next following meeting.’'’ 

11. In Section 114 for the words “ by notice ” the 
words “ order the Executive ()ffieer by notice to ” shall ^ 
deemed to be substituted and for the wf)rds “ be necessary in 
order to prevent imminent danger the committee shall forth¬ 
with take such steps, at the expense of the owner, to avert 
the danger as may be necessary the following words shall 
be deemed to be substituted, namely:— 

“ the Executive Officer that the danger from any such 
building, wall, structure, thing, bank or tree is imminent he 
shall forthwith take such steps, at the expense of the owner, 
to avert the danger as may appear to him to be necessary 
and as may be approved by the President: 

“ Provided that any action taken by the Executive (Officer 
under this section shall be reported to* the committee, at its 
next following meeting.” 

12. In sub-sections (1), (21 and (4) of Section 1S9 for 
the word“ committee ” the words « Executive Officer ” shall 
be deemed to be substituted, and the following words and 
figures shall be deemed to be added at the end of sub-section 
(1), namely :— 
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“ Provided that the Executive Officer shall not, without 
the approval of the committee, sanction the erection or re¬ 
erection of any building which involves any projection or 
encroachment over or upon any land vested in the committee 
or any land, the property of Government, which has been 
transferred to the committee for management; 

“ Provided further that if the Executive Officer refuses 
to sanction the erection or re-erection by any person of any 
building except on the ground that such erection or re-erec¬ 
tion would be in contravention of any bye-law or of any 
general scheme sanctioned by the Commissioner restricting the 
erection or re-erection of buildings or any class of buildings, 
such person may, within fifteen days from the date of the 
service of the Executive Officer’s order refusing to sanction 
such erection or re-erection, appeal to tlie committee, and 
the committee’s decision shall, subject to the provisions of 
Sections 22, 232 and 236, be final,” 

13. (a) In Section 193 the words “ or Executive oHicer, 

as the ease may be ” shall be inserted in the following 
places:— 

(1) between the words “the tvjmmittee " and the 

W’ords “ may refuse 

(2) between the words “ the cimimittee ” and the 

words “ as granted ", 

(3) in the proviso between the words “the committee” 

and the words “ in any case ", 

(4) in the explanation between the words “ the com¬ 

mittee ■" and the wor<ls “ may refuse ", 

(5) at the end of the explanation between the wortis 

" the committee " and the word “ may also 

refuse 

(b) The words “ or he, as the case may be " shall be in¬ 
serted in the following places;— 

(1) between the words “ as it " and the words “ may 

deem”, 

(2) in the proviso between the words “it” and 

“ shall be deemed”, 

(3) in explanation (1) between the words “ it” and 

“ may deem”. 

Notes. 

It is proposed to substitute the following for the 
above item No, 13. 
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^ item 13 io Scliedute II of the said Act the following shall be 
substituted, namely : — 

“ 13 U) In Section 193 the words ‘ or the Executive Officer, as 
the case may be ’ shall be inserted in the following places, 
namely :— 

(t) in sub^section (1) between the words ‘ the committee and 
the word ‘shall 

(ii) in sob-section (2) between the words Hhe o^m^ittee 
where they first occur and the words ‘ may refuse ; 

(tti) in sub-sec.tion (3) lietween the word ‘ committee ’ ami the 
word * may’, where it first occurs ; 

(iv) in sub-section (4 U)etween the words ‘the committ^^’ 
where they first occur and the wonis ‘ neglects or omits ; 

ib) In tlie same section the words ' or he, as the case may be,’ 
shall te inserted in the following places, namely: —• 

(i) in sub-section (2) tetween the word ‘ it where it first 
occurs and the word ‘ deems ’; 

*(ii) in sub-section (3) lietween the word ‘ it ’ and the word 
‘ may ’ where it last occurs. 

14. In Section 194 after the word “ committee ” the 
words or by the Executive Officer shall be deemed to be 
inserted. 

Note*.— It is proposed to substitute the following item 
for the above item:— 

For item 14 in Sche.lule If of tlie said Act, the following sliall 
te substituted, namely 

“In Section 194 the words ‘ or the Executive Officer, as the case 
be ’ shall be inserted after the word ‘ rommittet-’ wherever it occurs.” 

15 In Section 195 for the word “ committee ” wherever 
it occurs, except in the last proviso, the words “ Executive 
Officer *' shall be deemed to be substituted, and the following 
proviso shall be deemed to be added at the end, namely;— 

‘‘ Provided further that if any notice is issued by the Ex¬ 
ecutive Officer under tliis section on the ground that a build- 
ins: has been begun or has been erected in contravention of 
the terms of any sanction granted or in contravention of 
any bye-law made under Section 190 the person to whom the 
notice is issued njay, within fifteen days from the date of ser¬ 
vice of such notice, appeal to the committee, and, subject to 
the provisions of Sections 225, 232 and 236, the decision of the 
committee shall be final. 

Notes. —It is proposed to amend the above item as follows: 

In item 15 in Schedule II of the said Act, for the word.*? “ Ia.st 
proviso” the words “ first proviso ” shall be substituted. 
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Note. —Under General Clauses Act this amendment has already 
been incorporated in the Municipal Act as amended by this Act. 

The word “it” also requires tf) be substituted by the 
word “ him.” 

16. In the following sub sections and sections the words 
“ or Executive Officer ’* shall be deemed to be inserted after 
the words “ the committee ” ; — 

(o) sub-section (i) of Section 203, sub-section (1) of 
Section 204, Section 205, Section 206, sub-section 
(1) of Section 207, Section 208, sub-section (1) of 
Section 210, sub-section (J) of Section 211, Section 
212 . 

(6) In Section 208 as amended between the words 
“it”and“in^’ the words “or him” shall be 
deemed to be inserted. 

Notes. The similar amendment of Section 207 seems to 
be necessary. 

17. For sub-section (i) of Section 215 the following 
sub-section shall be deemed to be substituted ;— 

“ 215. (i) Every notice issued under this Actor under 

any rule or bye-law, by a committee or by its Executive 
Officer or by the person authorised by the committee or by the 
Executive Officer, shall be in writing signed by the Executive 
Officer or by any person authorized in this behalf, and 
every such notice and every order made under Section 
193 may be served on the person to whom it is addi-essed or 
delivered or left at his usual place of abode or business 
with some adult male member or servant of his family or if 
it cannot be so served may be affixed to some conspicuous 
part of his place of abode or business. 

The proviso to the sub-section shall be deemed to be 
omitted. 

18. (1) In clause (b) of snb-scction (1) oi Section 225 
between the word “ or ” and the word “ under ” the words 
“ by a notice from the Executive (ifficer” shall be deemed to 
be inserted. 

(2) In clause, (c) of sub-section (1) of Section 225 bet¬ 
ween the word “ committee ” and the word '• under ” the 
words “ or an Executive Officer ” shall be decerned to be in- 
wserted, and for the word it ” shall b(' deemed to l)e substi¬ 
tuted the word “ them ”. 

19. (1) In Section 228 between the words “ committee” 
and “ or some person ” the vyords ‘‘ or its Executive Officer” 
shall be deemed to be inserted; and between the words “ com- 
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mittee and “ in this behalf ** the words ‘ or by the Execu¬ 
tive OflSicer ’’shall be deemed to be inserted. 

(2) In the Explanation of Section 228 at the commence¬ 
ment between the words “ committee ” and “may authorize” 
the words or its Executive Officer ” shall be deemed to be 
inserted. 

20. In sub-section (1) of Section 229 between the words 
“Xio6-President ” and ‘^Medical Officer of Health ” the 
wor^s “ Executive Officer ” shall be deemed to be inserted. 

The amendments in paras. 1 to 20 have been incor¬ 
porated in the Municipal Act; some of the proposed amend¬ 
ments have also been incorporated under General Clauses 
Act. 


Draft Rules. — Propt)scd under Section 11 of the Executive 
Officer Act, vide P. G. Notification No. 3360, dated the 30th 
January 1934, 

1. The Executive Officer is the principal Executive 
Officer of ^e Municipal Committee and all other servants of 
the Committee are subordinate to him. 

2. The Executive Officer shall be responsible for the 
general control of the Municipal Office. In particular, he shall 
see that adequate measures are taken against the loss or 
mislaying of, or tampering with, office files, shall issue orders 
for this purpose, and shall see that the servants of the 
Committee comply with those orders. He shall see that all files 
are paged and indexe<l and that no file is taken from the 
Record Room without a receipt being given for it and placed 
on a register maintained for the purpose. 

3. The BiXecutive Officer shall not order the transfer of 
municipal employees without the orders of the Municipal 
Committee, unless the employee is transferred within the 
same department and is drawing a salary of not more than 
one hundred rupees. 

4. (a) When the Executive (Officer takes action under 
rule 3 of the rules regulating the dismissal of employees, 
published with Punjab Government Notification No. 4421, of 
February the 17th, 1925, he shall himself conduct the inquiry 
if he has power to dismiss the employee. He shall report for 
the information of the Municipal Committee all orders of 
dismissal passed by himself. 

(&) When the Municipal Committee takes action under 
the rules aforesaid against an employee whom the Executive 
Officer has not the power to dismiss, the Committee shall 
have the inquiry under rule 3 aonducted by the Executive 
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Officer unless the Commitftee by a R^^solhtion decides that the 
inquiry should be held by some person or persons other than 
the Executive Officer. 

5. All communications addressed on behalf of the Muni¬ 
cipal Committee to the local Government or to the Officers 
of the local Government shall be signed by the Executive 
Officer. He shall be responsible for seeing that communi¬ 
cations addressed through him to the Committee by the 
local Government or the officers of the local Government 
are dealt with promptly and efficiently, that the intentions 
of the Committee in regard to matters requiring a reference 
to Government are correctly conveyed, and that all important 
Corresmndence between Government and the Committee 
is laid before the President and the Committee for informa¬ 
tion or action as the circumstances may require. 

6. The Executive Officer in discharge of his responsi¬ 
bility for preparing an<l submitting to the Committee the 
annual estimates of inw^me and expenditure, shall submit his 
proposals to the Committee on or before the 7th January 
each year and at the same time shall send a copy direct to 
the Deputy Commissioner. He shall inform the Deputy 
(vOramissioner of the final proposals of the Committee: 
provided that if the (’ornmittee has not framed final proposals 
on or before the 25th of February, he shall at once inform 
the Deputy Commissioner accordingly, and at tlie same time 
shall communicate to him any modifications which the Finance 
Subcommittee may ha\e proposed and any modifications 
which he may himself have proposed to the (Committee. 

7. The Executive Officer shall be responsible for carry¬ 
ing out, either himself or under his orders, all auctions for 
the disposal, either by sale or lease or otherwise, of municipal 
property. 



Act No. II of 1922* 

the PUNJAB small TOWNS ACT, 1922. 

As amended by Act IV of 1925, Act XIV of 1926 
& Act IV of 1929. 

Passed by the Lewishative Codncil of the ftovBHNoa 
OF THE PxfN.TAIi. 

[Receiv0d the assent of the Governor of the Punjab on the 5th 
December 1^21 and that of the Governor-General on the 
25th January 1922, and published in Part I of the 
Punjab Gazette dated the 17th March 1922.1 
.in Act to make better provision for the Administration 
of the Small Towns in the Punjab. 

CHAPTER I. 


Short title, 
xtent and 
omme n e e - 
nent 


Definitions, 


Preuminauv. 

Whebeas it is expedient to make better provision for 
the administration of Small Towns in the Punjab and 
WHEREAS the previous sanction of the Governor-General has 
been obtained under Section 85-A (.3) of the Government of 
India Act, Pr ct hereby enacted as follows: — 

1 . (1) This Act mav be called the Punjab Small Towns 
Act, 1922. 

(2) It extends to the Punjab, and it shall come into 
force on such date as may be notified in this behalf by the 
local Government in the Punjab Gazette. 

Note. —^The Act came into force on 7th May 1923, Fide Punjab 
Notification No. 15144, dated the 7th May 1923. 

2 . In this Act, unless there is something repugnant in 
the subject or context- 

fa) “ annual value ” means the gross annual rent at 
which any house or land may reasonably be expected to let 
from year to year; 

{b) house ” includes any shop, warehouse, factory, 
office or business premises; 

(c) “ building " includes any house, portion of a house, 
and a wall, well, which is not used for agricultural purposes, 
tank or reservoir; 

(d) “ erection or re-erection of buildings ” includes any 
alteration of or addition to any building except ordinary 
repairs. 

(e) “ a small town” means any local area shown in the 
returns of the last official census to contain fewer than ten 
thousand inhabitants which the local Government may 
declare to be a small town for the purposes of this Act. 


• As altered by Legislative Department Notification No. 6, dated 
13th May 1922. 
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*(/) [“ Deputy Commissioner ” includes any officer or 
officers at any time specially appointed by local Government 
to perform in any local area the functions of a Deputy 
Commissioner under this Act.] 

Notes.— Annual value.—C/, Section 3 (1) pf the Munici¬ 
pal Act. For the purposes of this Act the definition is very 
simple. For notes see S. 3 (1) of the Municipal Act, 
pp. 10-20. So far as deductions for repairs are concerned no 
provision is made. Taxes jjaid by a tenant will be calculated 
as part of the rent. Proviso as regards niachinery will also 
be inapplicable. 

Include.— notes on meaning of the word “include 
on p. 38 of the Municipal Act. 

Clause (d).—The definition is not restrictive. See Notes 
on Section 3 (.)) of the Municipal Act, pp. 37-43. 

Building.— S'rc Notes under Section 3 (2) of the Munici¬ 
pal Act, pp. 20-2. 

The definition is not restrictive and the word will have 
its ordinary dictionary meaning an<i will include structures 
specifically included. The definition in the Municipal Act is 
very wide and covers structures, c. ft., thatch or wooden shed 
wrhile the definition in this Act will not cover such 
structures. 

CHAPTER II. 

Constitution ok Smali. Towns am» Town ComiiTTEEs, 

ANU THE AI’I'I'INTMENT OK SeHVANTs. 

3. (1) The local Government may by notification in the 

Punjab Gasetie and by proclamation in the area concerned— 

(fl) propose to declare any towm, village, suburb, bazar 
or inhabited place or any area included in a colony 
as defined in Section 3 of the Colonization of 
Government Lands (Punjab) .Act, 1912, to be a 
“ small town” for the purposes of this Act, and may 
for the purpose of the proposed declaration unite 
the whole or any {.xirtion of any town, village, 
suburb, bazar or inhabited place with the whole 
or any portion of any other tow’n, village, suburb, 
bazar or inhabited place; 

{b) define the limits of any small town for the like 
purposes: provided that a town already having a 
Municipality shall not be declared a small towm 
within the meaning of this Act. 

* Added by Section 2 of Punjab Small Town Amendment Act. 
XIV of 1926. 


Piocedure 
constituting 
small town. 
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corporation 
the Com- 
ttee 


(2) Should any inhabitant desire to object to a noti¬ 
fication issued under sub-section (1) he may, within three 
months from the date of its publication, submit his objection 
in writing, through the Deputy Commissioner, to the local 
Government and the local Government shall take his objec¬ 
tion into consideration. 

(3) When three months from the date of the publication 
have expired, and the local Government has considered and 
passed orders on such objections as may have been submitted 
to it the local Government may, by notification, declare the 
local area to be, for the purposes of this Act, a “small town.” 

[(3-a) When a local area, the whole or part of which 
was a notified area under the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, is 
declared to be a small town under this section, the Small Towm 
Committee shall be deemed to be the perpetual successor of 
such Notified Area Committee, in resi»?ct of all its rules, bye¬ 
laws, taxes and all other matters whatsoever to the extent to 
w'hieh they are lawful for a small town under this or any 
other Act.”] 

(4) The local Government may by notification, direct 
that all or any of the rules made under this Act which are in 
force in any “ small town ” in the Punjab shall, with such 
exceptions and adaptations as may be considered necessary, 
apply to the local area constitute(l a “ small town ” under 
this section, and such rules shall forthwith apply to such 

small town” without further pul)lication. 

®[(5) The local Government may at any time cancel or 
modify any notification issued under this section.] 

Notes. — Cf. Section 4 of the Municipal Act, IDII as 
amended and see notes thereon. 

Clause (3-a) vras added by Section 2 of amendment of 
1925 and by Section 12 this is given a retrospective effect 
with the result that the amendment must be taken to be a 
part of the original Act wiiich came into force on 7th May 
1923. 

4. (1) There shall be established for each small town 
a committee, to be known as the Town Committee, consist¬ 
ing of such number of memliers not less than five as the 
local Government may fix. 

^Added by Section 2 of Punjab Small Town Amendment Act, 
1925. 

•Added by Section 3 of Punjab Municipal & Small Town 
Amendment Act, 1929. 
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(2) EJvery such committee shall consist of members 
elects from the inhabitants of the town ip accordance with 
rules made by the local Government under this Act, and of 
members appointed by the Commissioner by name or by 
office: 

Provided that the appointed members shall not exceed 
one-fourth of the whole. 

* “[Provided further that if any seat on a Small Town 
Committee is required to be filled by election and a member 
is for any reason not elected for it, the Commissioner may 
till that seat by appointment.*’] 

(3) The appointment and election of members shall be 
notified by the Commissioner in the Punjab Gazette. 

®[(4) When a local area the whole or part of which 
was a notified area under Punjab Municipal Act, iPll, is 
declared to be a small town under Section 3, the notified area 
committee shall continue in office, and shall, notwithstanding 
anything contained in this Act, be deemed to be the Small 
Town (.\>mmittee, until tlie appointment and election of 
memliers is notified by the Commissioner in the Gazette 
under sub-section (3)] 

(5) The local Government may at any time cancel or 
modify any notification issued under this section. 

((i) The Commissii:>ner may at any time cancel or modi¬ 
fy any notification issued under sub-section (3).] 

Notes. — Cj. Sections 11, 12 of the Municipal Act. 

»[“4-A. Notwithstanding anything contained in the ' 
Indian Oaths Act, 1873, every person who is elected or 
appointed to be a member of a Small Town Committee shall 
before taking his seat take or make, at a meeting of the said 
committee, an oath of affirmation of his allegiance to the 
Crown, in the following manner, namely: — 

“ ‘ 1, A B, having been elected appointed a member ot this 
committee do solemnly swear (or affirm) allegi¬ 
ance to His Majesty the King-Emperor of India, 
his heirs and successors, and that I will faithfully 
discharge the duty upon which I am about 
enter.’ 


’Added bv Section 3 of Punjab Small Town Amendment Act, 
1925. 

“Adileil by Section 3 of Punjab Municipal & Small Town 
A mendment Act, 1929. 

'Added by Section 4 of the Punjab Small Town Amendment 
A 1925. 
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“ Provided that -- 

“ (*) if any*Sueh person omits or refuses to take or make 
such oath or affirmation, his election or appoint¬ 
ment, as the ease may be, shall be deemed to be 
invalid; 

(«) in the ease of such invalid election the person, if 
any, who obtained the next largest number of 
votes from amongst those who failed to' secure 
election shall be deemed to have been duly elected, 
or if the election was uneontested a fresh election 
shall be held, or in the case of such invalid appoint¬ 
ment the Commissioner shall appoint another 
person in the manner prescribed in sub-section (2) 
of Section 4, and in such ease the proviso to sub¬ 
section (2) of Section 4 shall not apply; 

“ (tit) no person whose election or appointment has been 
deemed to be in%’alid under this section shall be 
eligible for election or appointment to any Small 
Town Committee for a period of tw'o years from 
the date on wJiich he ought to have taken or made 
such oath or affirmation/*] 

Notes. — Cf. Section 24 of the Municipal Act and notes 
thereon at p. 111. 

The method of taking oath is prescribed in General 
EHection Rules, vide Rule 34-A. 

Failure to take oath—jrc Notes on p. 173. 

S. Every committee shall be a body corporatt* by the 
name of the Tt>wn Committee of the small town and shall 
have perpetual succession and a common seal, witli power 
to acquire property, both movable and immovable, and, 
subject to the provisions of this .\ct or of any rules made 
thereunder, to transfer any property held by i‘t, to contract 
and to do all other things necessary for the purp)se of its 
constitution: and may sue and Ije sued in its corpcjrate name. 

Notes. —This corresponds to Section 18 of the Municipal 
Act. This section makes the towm committees bodies corpor¬ 
ate. For full discussion of the subject see Notes under 
Section 18 of the Municipal Act, pp. 87—105. 

, (1) If a member of a committee is appointed by 
office, the person for the time being holding the office shall be 
a memoer of the committee until the Commissioner shall 
otherwise direct, 

(2) The term of office of all other meml)er8 shall be 
three years: 
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, 1 , 

‘ that on eom^detion of the term an outgoing 

sen^ber shall, unless the local Ooverinnent otherwise 
dhpeet^ continue in office until the election or appointment 
jf4. thte saeeennr is notified.] 

(3) An outgoing member shall, if otherwise qualified, 
M B^n eligible for appointment or election. 

Ni^cs.—^This section corresponds to Section 13 of the 
Municipal Act. See notes on pp. 78-9. 

•[6-A. (t) Any member of committee who may wish 
to resign may forward his written resignation through the 
prosadent of the committee to the Deputy Ocmamissioner 
within whose jurisdiction the Small Town lies. 

(2) When the acceptance of the resignation by the 
Conundssioner has been communicated to the conunittee, the 
member shall be deemed to have vacated his seat] 

Nples.— Cf, Section 15 of the Punjab Municipal Act.— 
See Notes on p. 81. There is no power given for with¬ 
drawal. 

7. The local Government may remove any member of 
a committee who is in its opinion unfit to act or persistently 
remiss in the discharge of his duties as a member *[and 
any ^rson so removed shall not be eligible for election cw 
a^K^tment as a member of a committee for a period of five 
y^rs from the date of his removal. 

Noto.—C/. Section 16 of the Municipal Act. Though 
the section does not give details of all the causes which may 
lead to the removal of any member, the w^ords are wide 
enough to empower local Government to remove members 
for causes enumerated under Section 16 of the Municipal 
Act. No opportunity for explanation is afforded to Sie 
member before his removal. For Notes see Section 16 of 
the Muttieipal Act. 

8 . Upon the death, resignation or removal of any 
member his place shall be filled by appointment or by election 
according as such member was an appointed or elected 
member. The term of office of a member so appointed or 
elected shall be the unexfared portion of the term of office 
of the member in whose place be has been appointed or 
elected. 


* Added by Section 3 of the Ptin.iab Small Town Amendment Act, 
1926. 

* Added by S^tion 4 of the Punjab Small Town Antendment 
Act, 1926. 

5 Ad^ by Section 5 of the Punjab Small Town Amenilmeiit 
Act, 19S®. • . ; . 
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N^.-5‘e« Section 17 of the Municipal Act acKl^ notes 
thereunder. The Government has not retained such' wide 
powers, as it possesses under Section 17 Of the Municipal 
Act Want of such wide powers may prove embarrassing in 
certain cases. 

9. (1) The committee shall elect one of its'owo 
pembers to be President subject to the approval of the 

and Vice- Commissioner: 

President 

Provided that in case of the Commissioner’s refusal to 
accord approval, the matter shall be referred to the local 
Government for decision. 

(2) A committee may also elect one of its members to 
be Vice-President. 


(3) The term of office as President or Vice-President of 
every member nominated or elected as such shall be the 
remainder of such member’s term of office as a member. 


Notes. —The above section corresponds to Sections 20 and 
2l of the Municipal Act. Provisions of those sections, 
however, differ materially from the provisions of this section. 
In all cases it is the committee alone who is required to elect 
its president. In ease the election is not approved by Govern¬ 
ment the committee shall have to elect another member. 
Conduct of ’ 10 . Every committee shall meet at least once a month 

ismess. transaction of business The President or in hiS 

absence the Vice-President shall preside as Cbfurman at all 
meetings, and if there be no President or Vice-President 
then such one of their number as the members present may 
elect shall preside as Chairman. The Chairman of the meet¬ 
ing shali have a casting vote in the event of the votes of the 
members present being equally divided on any question 
which may come before the meeting. 

Note*.— This section corresponds to Sections 25 (1), ^ 
and ^ of the Punjab Municipal Act. There is no specific 
provision for decision by majority of votes. Such matt^ 
will be governed by rules to be made by local Government 
under Section 51 or by Common Law. 


Emp I o y - 
m e n t of 
officers and 
servants and 
powers o f 
the Depaty 
ComiSH i o n - 
er to require 


For notes under this section see notes under Sections 25i 
28 and 29 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 

.. . H. A committee shall employ such officers and servantii 

at such remuneration, if any, as may be necessary for the 
efficient execution of its duties: 

Provided that— 

(1) if in the opinion of tiie Deputy Commissioner, for 
reasons to be stated in writing, any officer or servant, employ* 
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committee is unfit for bis employment the com- 
lihall on the requirement of ithe Deputy Cqmmisdoner 
diatnisshim; 

i (2): if in the opinion of the Deputy Commissioner, for 
^reasons to be stated in writing, the number of persons en^ 
ployed by a committee or, the remuneration ass^ned by we 
committee to those persons is excessive the committee shall on 
the requirement of the Deputy Commissioner reduce the 
number of those persons or the renumeration, as the case 
may be. 

. Notes. -^First clause corresponds to Sections 38 & 39 of 
the Municipal Act while the proviso corresponds to Sections 
,41 and 42 of the said Act. For Notes see comments under Ss. 

38 and 39 and Ss. 41 and 42. 

12 . (1) Any sweeper employed by a committee who, in 

.absence of a written contract authorising him to do so and classes o { 

without reasonable cause, absents himself from his duties or 

resigns his employment without giving one mouth’s notice to 

the committee, or who neglects or refuses to perform his 

duties or any of them, shall be liable to fine which may 

extend to twenty rupees or to imprisonment which may 

extend to two months. 

(2) The local Government may by notification direct 
that on and from a date to be specified in the notification 
the provirions of sub-section (1) with respect to sweepers 
shall apply also to any specific class of servants employed 
by a committee whose functions intimately concern the 
publie health or safety. 

Notes.— C/. Section 45 of the Municipal Act. See Notes 
onpp. 190-2. 

13. A committee may, subject to such conditions as EstaWish- 
the locaJ Government may prescribe, establish a provident 

fund and compel all its officers and servants in receipt of 
a salary of not less than twenty rupees a month to contri¬ 
bute thereto. 

Notes. -C/. Section 43 (2) (c). 

14. (1) A committee may grant to its officers and Powers of 
servants ■ leave,' absentee and acting allowances and „ "w *the 
gratuities on retirement subject to any rules which the conditionB 
local Government may make in this behalf. 

(2) Subject to any rules which the local Govern- servants, 
mentjpay raake in this behalf, a committee may suspend 
or disnrias any of its (^cbrs or servants. - 



m 


Constitution 
of the town 
fund. 


Application 
of the town 
fund. 


THE PBIMAS «BWJtLT» 1»W3Sr8 193i2[ 

Noie*.—;Clause (3) corresponds to SeetioB 43 (2J tif tifcie 
Muiiieipal Act; clause (fi) corresponds partly to Se^ioaS^ 

For Notes see pp. 181-5 and 189. 

Ddegatioii-S'^e Section 42 veMch empowers town 
committees to delegate their powers under teis section to 
Pr^dents and Vice-Presidents, 

CHAPTER III. 

Tub Town Fund and Pbopebty 

15. There shall be formed for ea<di small town a town 
fond, and there shall be placed to the credit thereof— 

(a) all sums received by or on behalf of the coinmitr 
tee under this Act or otherwise; 

(t) all fines realised in cases in which proswotions 
for offences committed within the limits of tl» 
small town are instituted under this Act, Or 
the rules thereunder, or under Section 34 of the 
Police Act, 1861, or under ttie Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1890, or under any 
other Act or rules made under it in whi^ pro¬ 
vision is made for the credit of such fines lo a 
town fund; , 

(c) where the small town has been established instead 
of a notified area, the balance, if any, standing 
to the credit of the fund of notified area. 

[•••]* 

Notes. -C/. Section 51 of the Municipal Act and 
jQotes thereunder. Notified areas constituted under the 
Punjab Municipal Act are being converted into small towns 
and under clause (c) funds of the notified areas will vest 
in the small towns substituted in their places. 

Under devolution rules these fines cannot now be crecftt- 
ed to Municipal Fund. 

16. Subject to any rules which the local Government 
may make in this behalf, the town fund shall be under the 
control of the committee, and may be applied to —“ 

(a) the re-payment of the principal and interest of 
any sum advanced as a loan by the local Govero-^ 
ment to the committee for the purposes of the 
Act; ■ 


* wards “ as the case may b»‘’ were Emitted by SsctUnr 6 
of the Punjab Small Town Anwidment Act, 1935, .■ ;; 
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AOS* 

m tibfi ptynaent ol ih& 4 »lary, a^^aneea and gra- 
, , . oa,.j:«tireinent of toe establishment enter- 

* talned by the eonunittee undfii’ this Act and of any 

eontributions to a provident, food estabbibed 
under ^tion 13 which the. rules jre^ating such 

recjuirej ^ 

Lc\ *tbe payment of expenses incurred in the main^ 
“ ^nan<» of public roads within the limita.; of t^ 
small town, not being roads of which the mainten- 
is undertaken by the GIpverhinent or by toe 
i* ' " ■ IJistrict Board; - > , , - 

id) the payment of expenses incurred in toe mainten¬ 
ance of Wldings the property of or vested ip 

* toe committee; 

(#) the payment of expenses iasurred in proyidiiag. 
' jforthe supply, storage and preservation from 
pollution of water for the use of men or ani. 
mals; 

(/) the payment of the expenses incurred in carrying 
out the sanitation, drainage, lighting and gene¬ 
rally in the improvement of the small town or in 
promoting the education, safety, health, welfare 
' or convenience of the inhabitants of toe small 

' town; 

(g) the payment of any other charges which the 
local Government naay declare to be charg^. 
to the payment of which the town fuijd may dr 
shall be applied. 

Notes. —The section to a certain extent is based on 
Section 52 of the Punjab Municipal Act. The objects, on 
which the Town Funds can be spent, are necessarily 
limitedi Clause (/) is very general in its terms and many 
public purposes, not specifically mentioned, can be covered’ 
by this clause while under clause n^ny , other objects 
can be indicated by Government in which the fund may 
or shall be spent. 

For Notes see commentary under Section 52 of the 
Punjab Municipal Act. 

j Cost maiatMiance of lunatics.—The detention of 
lunatics in a Mental Hosirital and toe cost of their mainten¬ 
ance is covered by the objects m^utioned in .Section 16. 

The Small Town Committee is entitled to spend toe 
funds on toe cost of maintenance of lunatics, but it is not 
bppipd ,to‘"<^i^ Hepcc toC'committee is n(^ liable to. the 

already incurred. - •« . 
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j Sddibn ’SS iiiei^iy regulates tiie powers of the cohunittee 
for irauifig (MCdcfirB for sanitary or other purposes and does not 
ki any way affeet the scope of the power of the committee 
hnderSeetaoni 16. 

Thd Words ‘'District funds’^ in rule 185 of the rulesfrim¬ 
ed by the Punjab GoVennment under Lunacy Act* Section 
91 f2) do. not include the funds of the Small Town Cmumit- 
tee. l9^Lah.l48. 

’ ’ , *17^ (1) In places where there is a Government Treasury 
dr sulhtreasuiy the town fund shall be kept in such treasury 
or sub-treasury. 

I (2) In places where there is no such treasury or sub- 
tlreasury, the town fond may be ‘[kept in a 6k)vemment 
treasury or sub-treasury at any other place in the District 
drj debated with ad^ banker or person acting as a banker 

has security for the safe custody and re¬ 

payment On demand of the fund as the Commissioner may in 
ea^ case consider fit, or such other arrangement may be 
made for its' safe custo<ly as the local Government may in 
each case approve. 

. Note*.— Cf. S. 54 of the Municipal Act. The amendment 
^ retrospective effect. See Section 10 of Act XIV of 1926. 
Thfe amendment must be deemed to have come into force on 
7th May 1923, 

'' |8. The committee may invest or may deposit in a Bank 

ihy , portion of the town fond in any manner whidi the 
Ineai Government may approve, 

N(^«.— Cf. Section 55 of the Municipal Act. 

r 19. Subject to any special reservations made or to any 
special perditions imposed by the local Government, ^ 
following property shall vest in and be under ttie control of 
the committee, ttiat is to say— 


(o) all land or other property transferred to the com¬ 
mittee by the Secretary of State for India In 
Council for local public purposes, and all public 
streets »[not being streets or roads in the chanre 
of Public Works Departmentj; 

(^) Where the small town has been established instead 
of a notified area, all property ‘[not being streets 
or roads in the charge of the Public Works Depart- 
.. ment] previously vested in the notified ar^/ or 


r.i 


/Added Section 5 of the Small Towns Amendment Act. 19M 
* Added hrSed^ dof the Sma& Towim. a.*'taint. 



: ■ . »odk poii^ thereof a«. Uie loeal Q^vernment^ may 

•^... • . 'dirtct; . ' , \ ^ 

' “ vlfttr 

(r) 2^ dixBi, dirt, dung, aahes, refuse, animal matter or f 

filili or rabUsh of any kiiid, or dead bodies of ' 

animals, collected by tite committee from the 
streets, houses, privies, sewers, eesapQQla.or else- 

, . where. . 

. Section 56 of the Punjab MuDi<^pf^ Act. 

It will be noticed that the properties vested in the town 
committees are very limited. 

Pot* Notes see Section 56 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 

20. Where any immovable propeirty is transferred c«»ndi 
otherwise than by sale by the local Government to Govern^! 
a committee for public purposes, it shall be deemed property i 
to a condition of the transfer unless specially pro- ^ 
vided to the contrary, that, should the property be at any 

time resumed by the Government, the compensation payable 
therefor shall, notwithstanding anything to the contrary 
in the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, in no case exceed the 
amount, if any, paid to the Government for the transfer, 
together with the cost or the present value, whichever shall 
be less, of any buildings erected or other works executed on 
the land by the committee. 

Notes.— This reproduces clause (2) of Section 56 of the 
Municipal Act. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Taxation, 

21. Subject to any rules which the local Government Taxes w 
may make in this behalf, and in accordance with the o^r 
pt^visions of this Act, the committee may impose any one or 

more of the following taxes: - 

(o) A town-rate in the form of a tax— 

(«) upon all owners or occupiers of houses or lands 
within the limits of the small towh assened -accord- 
. ing to the annual value of such, houses pr^^ands: 
provided that if any land is assessed to the local 
‘ *[ratej under the Pun jab • Ifistriet Boards Act, 

1883, the amount of the; rate so assessed shall’ he 
deducted from tiie tax assessed on scidi lai^ uader 
/ this section; . n • 

' Substituted for the word "rates*’ by Sectum 7 Ppqjab %^Il 
fbws Amendment Act, 1925. , , , . 
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■ '■ (H) apcrit ■ iril ' residents of Uae Mnall to^ assessed 
aeeording to their «arcumstances: provided that the 
- . , . amount assessed on any one- person aoeordii^ to his 

eiinumatapces shall not exceed Bs. 7-8 ; per montii 
in any one small town. 

■' ' ' - 

(а) A person whether he be a Governra^ht secant or 
» ■ - * not shall be considered to be a resident of n • small 

town if he resides or carries on buriness or ‘worto 
for gain or practises any profession <m* art within 
the limits of the small town: providi^ that no 
woman, or child under the age of 21 yea^s not 

' being the owner of a house or land wittrai the 
' limits of a small toWn, shall for the purjpose of 

this section be deemed to be the rerident of a small 
~ ' , town. 

(б) A tax upon persons including Government servants 

who practise any specified profession or art. 
carry on any specified business, trade or calling in 
the small town. 

(c) A tax payable by the owner on all or a®^ veineleB, 
. animus used for riding, draught or burden or dogs 

when such vehicles or animals or dogs are kept 
, within the limits of the small town: provided that 
no tax shall be payable on vehicles or animjds used 
mainly for agricultural purposes. 

Notes*— See Section 61 of the Punjab Municipal Act as 
amended by Act II of 1923 and III of 1933. Subject to any 
rules made by local Government the small town committee 
is authorised to impose any one or more of the three taxes 
. enumerated ip the section, without any previous sanction of 
. the local government unless such 'sanction is requited by 
rules made by local Government. No restriction as , regards 
cash balances or the proportion of elected members or the 
town committee is lakl down unless like Section 6i of the 
. Pupgab M«mieipal Act surii restrictions are imposed ,1^. rules 
to be made local Government 

;; . Seii Rules made by local Government on pp; 292^. 

■ Towb irateu—This is imposed on either, owners or 
’oioehinttrs of hiouses or lands, situate within town limits 
-.'afeeording to ttie anPuU value of the bouses or lands or (2) 
on all residents according to their circumManceB.^ It would 
appear diat residents who are also owners or occuisers 
^l»«dah6ri hbttee«'*Baay be Subject ^ to ^bie' toww rate both 

under clauses and (it). '•'•i . ... i . y. ? 
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RMidhanee.— In every case residence is a question of fact 
and it must depend upon the particular circmmstanees in each 
case. The general practice is to accept as the person’s 
residence the place wnere thron^out the year yon would 
ordinarily expect him to be found. The term residence is 
naturally a flexible one, but in the case of traders carryii^ on 
business it is manifestly their place where they earn a living 
and do their daily wort: nor does that place cease to be their 
reridence merely because for purposes of rest or recreation 
or family ties, they occarionally return to the family home 
wlwre they and their families have been brought up. 1924 
All. 669. 

Town rate imder S. 21 (a) (ft) —This is know as Haisiat Tax. 

Corcometaneet. - The words used in the Bengal Municipal 
Act, Section 85, are “circumstances and property^ but in view 
of the fact that a townsman may be rated on his immovable 
property under clause (i) the w'ord pro{>erty is not used 
along with circumstances. This will, however, not make any 
difference. In 41 Cal. 168 it was held that “ circumstances” 
is equivalent to “ means ” and the circumstances outside the 
town limits cannot be considered and it will be on tlie town 
committee to prove the value of the circumstances 27 
Cal. 849; 39 Cal. 141. 

The following rulings on Section 85 of the Bengal Act, 
1884, which corresponds partly with the provisions of this 
Act may be usefully consulted and taken as guides for inter¬ 
pretation of this section:— 

The word “ circumstances ” in Section 85, clause (1) of 
the Act, includes income earned by resUient tax-payers from 
outside the limits of the municipality; such income brought 
from outside to be spent and enjoyed within the municipality 
is part of the “ circumstances ” of the resident tax-payer, 
and is liable to assessment under Section 8.5. 27 Cal. 849; 
disi. in 25 C. W. N. 47. 

In an action for recovery of tax it is open to the assessee 
to urge in defence that the assessment is not in conform¬ 
ity with statutory provisions and ultra vires; the question 
can be opened by a civil court. The decision of the^ Com¬ 
missioner under Section 111 of the Bengal Act, .1884 is final 
only, when the assessment is made in accordance with 
Section 85. An assessment of tax under Section 85 (a) 
with reference to property and income of an assessee outside 
the munieil^lity is ultra vires. 23 C. W. N. 475; 50 I. C. 394. 

The word “ circumstance” in Section 8.5 of the Act is 
equivalent to “means’ ’ so that the taxation should be accord- 
ing to the means and property of the rate-payer within the* 
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municipality. It was hgld the circumstances $pd pro¬ 
perty meant tfee whole amount earned by the assessee and not 
what he spent: 35 Cal. 859. The assessment of value 
of the circumstances and property of the rate-payer for the 
purpose of Section 85 of the Act cannot be done by the 
courts but only by the machinery provided by the Act itself. 
The non-disclosure by the-municipality of the basis of rate¬ 
payer’s assessment; raises a prima facie ease that elements 
other than the circumstances and property have been taken 
into consideration and that the assessment is illegal. 41 
Cal, 16S; 17 C. W. N. 1230; 19 Cal. L. J. 205 ; 20 I. C. 264. 

Income derived by a person residing within the munici¬ 
pality from a zemindari outside the municipality is .not 
“ circumstances and property within the municipality” with¬ 
in the meaning of Section 85. 4 Pat. L. J. 673; 54 I. C. 
227. 

Amount deposited in the Post Office Savings Bank 
and in other Savings Banks in the municipal area is 
property within the municipality within the meaning of 
the words as used in Section So* (o), Bengal Municipal 
Act. Introduction of the word circumstances in the section 
is not intended to restrict the terra property but to widen 
the scope of the section and although it is not easy to define 
what the circumstances are, still the amounts which pass 
through the limits of the municipality and are available to 
the persons taxed at any moment and the fact that the 
persons are wealthy zamindars cannot be altogether ignored 
while estimating the circumstances and propertv. 1929 
Cal. 452 (2); 56 Cal. 46. 

It is not possible to define what is included in the term 
circumstances and social position but for the purposes of this 
ease it may be said that the outgoings under the head refer¬ 
red to above are matters recjuiring consideration in deter¬ 
mining the tax-paying capacity of the appellant and there¬ 
fore the income tax paid and house rent and insurance 
premia should be deducted from the salary. 1928 Nag. 71. 

When the Act speaks of circumstances within certain 
limits it means circumstances within those limits and not 
property giving rise to them and circumstances arising out 
of agricultural property are in this respect not different from 
drcumstances arising out of other kinds of property. Mfll- 
ijr«4rar».villages outside the limits of the municipality cannot, 
be circumstances within the limits of the municipality. 1928 
Nag. 243; 107 I. C. 902. 

• Corresponds to Section 21 (o) (it) of the Punjab Small Towns 
Act of 1922, 
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liaUity for order to enforce tl^e lialnlity of a 

person to be assessed with tax under Section 85 of the 
Bengal Municipal Act, the municipality must show that he 
pot only has a tK>lding within the limits of the municipality, 
but that he has circumstances or property within those limits. 
The fact that he is in receipt of an income from property 
situate outside, the limits of the municipality and spends that 
income within those limits would not satisfy the require¬ 
ments of the section. The word “ within” in Section 85 of 
the Bengal Municipal Act refers not only to property but 
also to circumstances 56 I. 0. 821. 

Under Section 85 of the Bengal Municipal Act, both the 
circumstances and the proj^rty of the person must be with¬ 
in ^e municipality, according to which he is ti) be taxed. • 

Therefore, where a person’s total income of property 
situate within and outside a municipality was taken into con¬ 
sideration in imposing a tax upon him: Held, that the assess¬ 
ment was invalid. 12 1. C. 32. 

Section 85 (o) of the said Act is not limited to a ease 
where only one person occupies an entire holding, where the 
possession of a holding by each of the several persons is 
actual and as of right, and where a personal tax is in opera¬ 
tion, each is subject to assessment according to his “ circum¬ 
stances and property ” wnthin the municipality, Where sale 
proceeds of tea grown outside the municipality are brought 
and placed in a bank to the credit of a corporation within me 
municipality they are their “ circumstances and property’* 
within the municipality and liable to be assessed to tax under 
Section 85 (o) of the Act. 34 Cal. L. J. 283. 

^ Within the municipality** in Section 85 govern both 
“circumstances” and “property” and the word “ circum¬ 
stances” must be interpreted as equivalent to “means’*. 
V^en a tax-payer resident within the municipality brings to 
his residence his income, no matter where earned or from 
what source derived, the income thus brought, to be spent 
and enjoyed within the municipality, becomes part of his 
“ means” or “ circumstances” within the municipality and 
liable to assessment under Section 85 of the Act. 48 Cal. 
443; 25 C. W. N. 47; 61 1. C. 511; 1922 Cal. 46. 

In assessing tax under Section 85 (a), the proTOrty and 
nwsans of the assesses outside the municipal limits should not 
be cohf^der^. The test to measure the means is to see 
what is earned within the municipality. 32 Cal. L. J, 210; 
25 C. W. N. 45; 60 Iv O. 284. 
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under Section 61 of the Punjab Municipal Act, pp. 306—310. 

Government servants have been specifically included in 
view of the judicial opinion expressed in 44 T. u. 910 though 
it may be still doubted whether a judicial officer can be said 
to carry on a profession. 

Taxon vehicles.— Notes under Section 61 of the 
Punjab Municipal Act, p. 311. 

Profession tax and income-tax.— Tf it is not fixed at a flat 
rate for a particular profession, calling or a trade but varies 
according the income of each individual assessee it is in the 
nature of a tax on income and can only be imposed vdth the 
prerious sanction of the Governor-General in Council and if 
ms is not done the assessees are not legally liable to pay it. 
1928 Lah. 332; 9 Lah. 424. 

Resistance or obstruction to a warrant issued for realiz. 
ing such tax does not constitute an offence under Section 
225 (b) of the Penal Code as the impoation is not lawful. 
9 Lah. 424. 

Haisiat Tax. —The question of liability mentioned in Sec¬ 
tion 83 of C. P. Act, 1922.' is not the question of the amount 
fixed in respect of the liability but of a person’s liability to 
pay the tax at all. According to the principle of assessment 
&e relative t^-paying capacity, that is the circumstances, 
social position and the size of the family of each person lia¬ 
ble to be taxed, mu'^t be considered. The measure of the 
tax paying capacity of a Government servant who has no 
o^er income or property in the municipality does not de¬ 
pend wholly upon the amount fixed as his salary. The tax 
is intended to be elastic and contemplates greater nicety of 
adjustment to the means of the payer than is usually possi¬ 
ble in the matter of taxation. 1928 Nag. 71. 

Occupatioii of a holding.— Any order to render a person 
amenable to a personal tax imposed upon a person occupying 
holding connotes actual possession by the person liable to be 
assessed or by his servant or agent "in furtherance of the 
duties which such servant or agent was engaged to perform 
for the assessee. Such possession must be beneficial to the 
assessee. It must be intended that the possession should be 
continuous and not merely casual or intermittant and the 
assessee or joint assessee of the holding must be entitled to 
exclusive use and enjoyment of the holding as of right and 
not on sufferance free from interference from outsiders and, 


^ Corresponds to Section 84 of the Punjab Muaicifsa! Act. 
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without the twer ftiad en^Qrtneni hettig subject to a fianunoant 
right of i^tduUoo or ocMittiol bf the party who pat them in 
poaBCMGlon or any other person. 1928 Oal, 832 ; 55 CiU. 
1268. 

It is the mode of user and not the len^ of the term 
that dethrmines whether or not the occapation is such that 
the person oecuj^ng the holding is liable to assessment. In 
order to consUtute m occapation as a servant it must be an 
occapation ancillary to the performance of the daties wlurii 
the occuiner was engaged to perform. 

Where a Headmaster of a High School resided for some 
time in the attached Hostel with the permission of the 
School Committee and lived as an ordinary boarder under 
the Superintendent subject to the usual terms of boarding 
and lo^ng but was not entitled to the use of any particu¬ 
lar seat or bed and was also liable to have his seat chan^ 
at any time as the Superintendent might direct, held that 
the Headmaster did not occupy a holding within Section 85 
(a), Bengal Act and was not liable to be assessed. 1928 
Cal. 832 ; 55 Oal. 1266. 


The petitioners were ijaradars of a certain place 
described as a cattle market within the municipality 
and they made their collection of rent and carried on their 
bustness on the holding in respect of which the assessment 
had been made although they resided elsewhere. In that 
h(dding a cattle market was held on hat days and the holding 
remained vacant on other days. The persons who sold their 
wares in the market were a sort of licensees under the 
petitioner. The municipality brought a suit against the 
petitinnm* to recover tax under Section 85 {a). It was con¬ 
tended that this personal tax could not be levied as they 
were not occupiers of the holding: Held the ijaradars were 
the persons who really occupied the holding within the 
municipaUty. 1928 Ol. 591; 32 C. W. N. 1170. 

22. The committee may impose — 

(a) with the previous sanction of the local Govern¬ 
ment, any tax scheduled as exempted from the 
j^visions of sub-section (3) (o) of Section 
80-A of the Government of India Act by 
r^es made under the said Act 


Taxes wh 
may be 
posed V 
sanction 
Govern me 


(fr) with the previous sanction of the Govemor- 
Qeaeral in Council any other tax. 

Notes,— This corresponds to sub-section (8) of Section 
61 of the Punjab Muaielpai Act. See Notes and the Schedule 
of Taxes on pp, 292—314. 
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23; 5(1) ‘ Bve^«omtnifctee-wbi 0 h ttecidw to fiihpo^ a 
town jatein thef'f#m of a tax apoa the ownfere or occu^era 
of houses or lands within the limits of the small town, ander 
Section 21 (a) {») shall, subject to such rules as the Ideal 
government may make,in this tehalf, as soon as may be, 
pi^jpare an assessment, i^t of aU', houses or lai^^ l^icordit^ 
to me annuaiyalue of which the tax is to be, ini^i^d.. 

(2) Every assessment list prepared under; sub-section 
(1) shall contain the follovinng particulars-^ ' : 

(a) a description of the property sufficient for its 

identification; f 

(b) the name of the ownelf* Or ocCdpier; and 

(r) the annual value of the property. 

Nertes.— C/. Section 63 of the Punjab Murtieipal Act and 
notes thereunder. 

24. (1) Every committee which decides to impose a 
town rate in the form of tax upon all residents of the* small 
town assessed according to their circumstances, under 
Section 21 (a) («) shall, subject to such rules as the local 
Government may make in this behalf, as soon as may be, 
prepare an assessment list of all residents of the sm^l town. 

(2) The tax shall be assessed in the following manner :— 
For each person liable to asse&sment a u nit* to be called toe 
assessment unit, shall be fixed,' the amount of which shall 
indicate the relative tax-paying capacity of such persons in 
comparison with other assessees. The total amount payable 
by any a^ssee will then be his assessment unit mulUplied 
by a given factor which shall be the same for all assessees 
and shall determined as hereinafter provided with refer¬ 
ence to tlie total amount to be raised from the tax. 

(3) Every assessment list pr^red under sub-section 
(1) shall contain the following particulars; - 

(a) The names of the persons upon whom, the tax 
is to be imposed; and ' 

, (&) The amount ofassessment unit at which each 

, such person is sissessed. 

Notes. —The'aasessnlfent unit ^xed will be variable in toe 
case of esMsh assessees ao(!ording to his paying cto^aciiy. The 
assessment list will Jonly give this-* uhit asr against each 
assess^. ,The actual .amoui]^ to he ^id.by ea4l* will be this 
unit'HiullipUedi.by a-given/factor. jRhto-ftwtor will 4}e toe 
same in case of all toe assessees, •■i , .«■ , ! . , , , 



25. /(I) A «opy of assessment list prepared undjBf 

Seetipn 23 f»' Section 24 shall be posted fd; the pl^ of meet¬ 
ing of the committee in a p^ition accessible to the pnfalic. and 
sddli posting shall be proclaimed by beat of drum. ., 

(2) 'Any person whose name ay paars on 'an a^essinent 
list may, VBithin SOdays of 'the date on which the copy of 
such list was posted under sub-section (l)j make objection’in 
writing to . the committee against the assessed annual value of 
his property, or against the amount of the assessment unit 
at which he is assessed. The committee shall consider any 
such objection received by the due date, and, after hearing 
the objector or his authorized agent, shall record such order 
on the objection as it may think fit. 

(3) Any person who has made an objection- under sub¬ 
section (2) and is dissatisfied with the order passed thereon 
by the committee may, within 15 days of the date of the proi 
nouncement of such order, appeal against such order 
to the Deputy Commissioner, whose decision on such appeal 
shall be final: provided that for sufficient cause 4>own 
the Deputy Commissioner niay hear an appear preferred after 
the lapse of 15 days from the date of the pronouncement of 
such order. 

(4) The Deputy Commissioner may delegate his powers 
under spb-section (3) to any A^istant Collector of the Ist 
grade. 

(5) NO'court-fee shall be payable on an appeal presented 
under sub-section (3) of this section. 

Noti».-C/. Sections 65 and 66 of Punjab Municipal Act. 

Clause 3 corresponds to Section 84 of the Municipal Act. 

For Notes set cohimentary undei' Sections 65, 66 and 84 
of the Municipal Act. 

26. (1) Every assessment list prepared under Section 
23 or 24 and modified in accordance with any orders that 
may W passed under Section 25 shall remain in force for 
a period of five years: prox'ided that the committee niay^ at 
any time amend an assessment list by inserting or omitting 
the nan^ of any person whose name ought to have been or 
ought to be, inserted or omitted, or by inserting or omitting 
any properly which ought to have been, or ought to be, in¬ 
serts or omitted, or by altering the assessed annual value 
of any property which has been erroneously assessed 
through fraud, accident or mistake, whether on the part of 
the committee or of the .assessee, after giving notice to any 
person aiffeoted by the amendment of a time, not less thsn 
one month from the date of service of such notice, at w.hkh 
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' ' tile amendment is to be made, and such peiwm may, before 
tbe time fi:Md in suc^ notice, make objection to sodh am^* 
ment in writii^ to the committee and may apo^ againstany 
order passed by the committee on OTch (Ejection in 
manner Imd down in Section 25, and the provisions of Section 
25 atoll, a» nearly as may be, apply to the disposal of any 
such objection or appeal. 

(2y Every person whose name appears in sm a«»ea8ment 
liM i^all be furnished by the commit!^, free of dbarge, with 
a copy of tiie entry relatii^ to such person in the assessment 
list in its final form after such modifications have been made 
as may be necessitated by any order passed under Section 2& 
or clause (I) of this section. 

jffote*.—C/. Sections 66 and 67 of the Punjab Municipal 
Act. Under ^tion 66 the assessment list remains in force 
for one year but can be amended. 

See Notes under Sections 66 and 67. 

Amount to 27 . (X) Every committee which has decided to impose 
own^-'r a fe ^ rate under Section 2l [a) shall on or before the first 
:ach year to day of January in each year determine the amount to be 
ie sanctioned ;^^i8ed by means of the towo-ratc in such year: provided that 
Deputy Com* in the case of a town-rate imposed in the form of a tax on 
nisBioner. tiw owncTS Of occuiners of houscs or lands within the limits 
of the small-town, the amount to be raised by the means of 
the town-rate in any year shall be such that the percental of 
assessed annual value payable by each person whose name 
appears in the assessment list shall not exceed 12^. 

(2) Every committee which has decided to impose a 
town-rate shall, when it submits its budget for the ensuing 
financial year as required by Section 46 of the Act, report to 
tiie Deputy Commissioner the amount which it has decided to 
raise by means of the town-rate. The amount of town-rate 
which is actually to be raised in the ensuing financial year 
shall be the amount entered in the budget as finally sanc¬ 
tioned by the Deputy Commissioner under Section 46 of this 
Act. 

NotM.~ The amount of taxes to be levied will depend on 
. the budget expenditure as sanctioned by the Deputy Com- 

misstoiJ^r. "Whatever the amount provided in the budget 
for expenditure for the ensuing year the taxes on touses and 
lands to be collected from each inhabitant cannot exceed 124 
per cent, on the annual value of lands and buildinffB of eadi 
inhabitant in the town. 

Town committee when sutanitting its budget propcwals 
has to report to Deputy CcHnmissioner the amount of town- 
rales it naui decided to raise. 
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2S. When the amount of the town-rate to be raised in 
the ensuiiigfinancial year has been finally d,etermined under 
sub-aection (2) of Section 27— 

(1) the committee shall give public notice- 

fa) of the percentage of assessed annual value payable 
by each person whose name appears in assessment 
list, where the town-rate has been imposed in the 
form of a tax on the owners or occupiers of houses 
or lands within the limits of the small town; or 

(b) of the number of assessment units payable by each 
person whose name appears in the assessment list, 
in cases where the town-rate has been imposed in 
the form of a tax upon all residents of the small 
town; 

2) the committee shall cause to be delivered to each 
iPHto on the assessment list a bill for the amount of town- 
rawror which'lie is liable; 

(3) the amount of town rate for which a person is 
liable as shown in the Mil delivered to him under sub-section 
(2) shall be payable in such instalments, and each instalment 
shall become due on such date as the committee may by 
resolution in that behalf prescribe, and every bill delivered 
under sub-section (2) shall indicate the amount of the instal¬ 
ments and the dates on which they are due: provided that any 
person who so desires may pay the whole amount for which 
he is liable in one instalment in advance. 

Notes. —When the budget is sanctioned by the Deputy 
Commissioner then the town committee is in a position to 
know their requirements and are therefore required to in¬ 
form the tax payers that they have to pay so much per cent, 
on the assessed annual value of the property or the number 
of assessment units each has to pay. After public notice 
has been given then a Mil for the tax due from each assessee 
has to be delivered to him and he will be required to pay the 
taxes due in such instalments and on such dates as will be 
fixed by the town committee by resolution. 

29. (1) A committee may pass a resolution to propose 
the imposition of a tax under Section 22 of this Act. 

(2) When such a resolution has been passed the com- 
mittee rfiall publish a notice, defining the class of persons or 
description of property to be taxed, the rate of the tax to be 
imposed and the system of assessment to be adopted. 


Publication 
o f annual 
rate of town- 
rate and pro¬ 
cedure for 
making de¬ 
mand. 


Procedo r e 
for imposition 
of taxes other 
than a town- 
rate. 



I^tKedu r e 
for making 
demands in 
respect of 
taxes other 
than a town- 
rate. 


9^ THE njN.rAB «MALL it)WS ACT, 1922 

(3) Any inhabitant of the small town objecting t6 the 
proposed tax may within thirty days from publication 
of fte said notice submit his objection in writing to the com¬ 
mittee ; and the committee shall take his objection into con¬ 
sideration. 

(4) If no such objection is received within the said period, 
or if all such objections, having been considered, are deemed 
to be insufficient, the committee may forward its proposal to 
the local Government, with the objections, if any, which have 
been submitted as aforesaid, and its decision thereon. 

(5) The local Government on receiving such proposal 
may sanction or refuse to sanction the same, or return it to 
the committee for further consideration. 

(6) When any such proposal of the committee has been 
sanctioned by the local Government, the latter shall notify 
the imposition of the tax in accordance with such proposal, 
and shall specify a date on which the tax shall come into force. 

{7) A notification of the imposition of a tax under this 
Act shall be conclusive evidence that the tax has been imposed 
in accordance with the provisions of this Act. 

(8) Every tax imposed under this section shall remain 
in force until it is cancelled by a notification of the local 
Government. 

Notes.— Cf. Section 62 of the Municipal Act and Notes 
thereunder. 

30. (1) If a tax is imposed under Section 21 (h) or 
(c), the committee shall deliver a bill to every person by 
whom the tax is payable for the amount of tax payable. 

(2) Such tax shall be payable in such instalments and 
each instalment shall he due on such date as the committee 
may by resolution in that behalf prescribe, and every bill 
delivered under sub-section (1) shall indicate the amount 
of the instalments and the dates on which they are due : pro¬ 
vided that any person who so desires may pay the whole, 
amount for which he is liable in one instalment in advance. 

(3) If a tax is imposed under Section 22 the local 
Government shall by rule prescribe the metho<l by which 
such tax shall be assessed and collected. 

Notes. - Cf. Sections 79 and 80 of the Puiyab Municipal 
Act and see Notes under those sections, 
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! 31* If any person fails to pay any tax, or any instalr 
ment of any tax, or any fee or any other sum due to the 
committee under this Act, or due to the committee as rent 
for any immovable property vested in or under the control 
of the committee, on or before the date on which payment is 
due, the committee shall, ordinarily within fifteen days after 
such date, cause a writ of demand to be served on such ^r- 
som or delivered at or affixed to his place of residence with¬ 
in the small town, or addressed by registered post to such 
place of residence or any other place where he may bo 
known to reside. Any postal charges incurred ^[and any fee 
leviable for the writ of demand] under this section may be 
added to the arrear claimed and recovered as such. 

Note*.— C/. Section SO of Punjab Muniei|:ml Act and 
Notes thereunder. 

32. Arrears of any tax or of any instalment of any 
tax or of any fee or of any otlier sum due to the committee 
under this Act or of any sum due as rent for any immov¬ 
able property vested in or under the control of the com¬ 
mittee, may be recux'ered on the expiry of three weeks from 
the date of the issue of writ of dernand under Section 31 
on application to a magistrate having jurisdiction within 
the limits of the small town or in any other place within 
the Punjab w’here the defaulter may for the time being 
reside, by the attachment and sale of any movable property 
belonging to such defaulter and within the limits of such 
magistrate’s jurisdiction. 

Note*.— This corresponds to Section 81 of the Municipal 
Act as amended recently. Rent of immovable property can 
be recovered by application. The word “ due ” is used 
instead of the word “ claimable. ’ ’ 

It is questionable whether the jurisdiction of the magis¬ 
trates will be only ministerial as has been held to be under 
the corresponding provisions of the Municipal Act. The 
committee will ha\e to prove that the sums demanded are 
due and the magistrate will have to determine the amount 
due in each case. In case of recoveries of rent the magis¬ 
trates may have to decide intricate (lucstions of riglits 
before ordering attachment. 

33. Subject to (wnfirmation by the Deputy (lonimis- 
sioner in the case of individuals and by the Commissioner in 

case of classes of persons the committee may exempt any 


’Added by Section 7 of Punjab Small Town Amendnte^it Act, 

1926. 
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person or class of persons in whole or in part from the pay¬ 
ment of any tax. 

Notes*— C/. Section 70 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 
1911 and for Notes see the commentary on pp. 334-5. 


CHAPTER V. 

PowBRS KOfi Sanitary and othke purposes 
Exciusi o n 34 ^ In any small town any matter, which under the 
tion of provisions of this Act comes within the scope of the 
District authority of the town committee and which in accordance 
Boards Section 20 of the Punjab District Boards Act, 1883, is 

under the control and administration of the District Board, 
may notwithstanding anything in the said section, be placed 
by order of the Commissioner of the Division under the 
control and administration of the town committee and there¬ 
upon the district board shall cease to exercise control 
thereof. 

Notes.—Scope of the authority of the town conoaittee.— 

See Section lU of the Act which indicates the scope of the 
authority of the town committee. 

Section 20 of the District Board Act is as follows:— 

20. (1) The following mailer's shall, subject to such exceptions 
and conditions a.s the local Government may make or impose, be 
under the control and administration of each district board within the 
area subject to its authority:— 

(а) the management of all property vested in the district 

board; 

(б) the construction, repair and maintenance of public roads and 

other means of aimmuiiication; 

(c) the establishment, management, maintenance and visiting of 

public hospitals, dispensaries, sarais and schools, and the 

construction and repair of all buildings connected with 

these institutions; 

(d) the training of teachers and the establishment of scholar¬ 

ships; 

(e) the supply, storage and preservation from pollution of 

water for drinking, cooking and bathing purposes ; and 

(/) the planting and preseri'ation of trees; 

(2) The local Government may direct that any of the following 
matters shall, subject to such exceptions and conditions as it may 
make and impo%, be under the control and administration of a 
district board within the area subject to its authcoity 
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(g) the management of any property vested in His Majesty; 

{h) the establishmentt maintenance, visiting and management of 
markets, rest-houses, encamping-grounds and other public 
institutions, and the construction and repair of all build¬ 
ings connected with these institutions; 

(t) the construction and repair of embankments, and the supply 
storage and control of water for agricultural purposes; 

(j) the preservation and reclamation of soil, and the drainage 
and reclamation of swamps ; 

(fc) the construction, repair and maintenance of famine preven¬ 
tive works and the establishment and maintenance of such 
relief-works, relit f-houses and other measures in time of 
famine or scarcity as may be entrusted to the charge of 
the board by the local Government; 

(l) the registration of births, marriagCvS and deaths; 

(m) fairs and agricultural shows and industrial exhibitions; 

(n) the establishment and management of pounds including, 

where the Cattle-Trespass Act, 1871 is in force, such 
functions of the k^cal Government and the Magistrate of 
the district under that Act as may be transferred to the 
board by the local Government; 

(«) the management of such public ferries as may be entrusted 
to the charge of the board under Section 7-A of the 
Northern India Ferries Act, 1878, as amended by this 
Act; 

(p) any other local works or measures likely to promote the 
health, comfort, convenience and interests of the public or 
the agricultural or industrial prosperity of the country ; 
and 

{q) any other matters which the local Government may declare 
to be fit and proiier matters to be taken under the control 
and administration of the board. 

(3) The local Government may cancel or modify any direction 
given by it under sub-section (2). 

(4) A district board shall, so far as the funds at its disposal 
permit, make due provision for all matters placed under its control 
or administration by or under this section. 

It will be seen that the scope of the authority of district 
boards is much wider; only such matters out of several 
matters mentioned in Section 30 can be placed under the 
control of the small town committee which are also within 
the scope of Section 16 of the Small Town Act. 



908 mil FtfKjm SMALL mwm Acr, 1922 

. Powers of 3^ Subj6et to tbe provisions of Seotion 34 and to any 
^**^1®** which the local Government may make in this beh^f a 
ami other committee may, and on tlie requirement of the Deputy Com- 
purpoht'h. misaoner, shall, by general or special order in writing, 
provide for all or any of the Following matters:— 

(o) the protection from pollution, the purification and 
periodical examination of all sources of water^ 
used for drinking purposes; 

(i) the prohibition of the removal or use lor drinking 
purposes of any water from any source when such 
removal or use causes or is likely to cause disease 
or injury to healtli, and the prevention of such 
removal or use by the filling in of any well, tank 
or other receptacle or by any other method that 
may be considered advisable; 

(c) the setting apart of suitable places for bathing, for 

washing and watering animals and for washing 
clothes; 

(d) the disposal of corpses by burning and burial; 

((?) the disposal of mad and stray dogs; 

(f) prohibition of the deposit oi‘ manure, rubbish, 
ollensive matter or the dead bodies of animals, 
except in places fixed by the committee; 

(f/) the regulation of offensive or dangerous callings or 
trades; 

(/») the repair or removal of dangerous or ruinous 
buildings; 

(t) the removal of noxious vegetation; 

(/) the cleansing of any filthy building or land, and the 
closing of any building not fit for human 
habitation; 

(^) the disinfection of any building or article which the 
committee may consider necessary in order to pre¬ 
vent the spread of any infectious or contagious 
disease; 

(/) the setting apart and regulation of places for the 
slaughter of animals intended for sale; 


^Substituted for ‘wateis’ Section 8 of the Punjab Small Town 
Amendment Act, 1925. 
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(«) *[“the prevention or removal of any movable or 
immovable encroachment over any street, drain, 
sewer or channel and the recovery of the expenses 
incurred by such prevention or removal or in rec¬ 
tifying: any damage caused to the street, drain, 
sewer or channel such prevention or removal;”] 

(w) the regulation of the erection or re-erection of 
buildings ‘[including the prevention of the erection 
or re-erection of any building for any reason the 
committee may deem to be just and sufficient or in 
pursuance of a general scheme sanctioned by the 
(Commissioner restricting the erection or re¬ 
erection of buildings, or any class of buildings] ; 

(») the provision, repair or removal of drains, privies 
and latrines; 

(o) the prohibition of driving any vehicle after dark 
without proper lights; 

(/>) the licensing of premises for the manufacture, pre¬ 
paration for sale or sale of article of food or 
drink, and the regulation of the transport within 
the small town of articles of food and drink; 

(< 7 ) the licensing of vehicles kept or plying for hire, the 
control of traffic, the setting apart of places where 
vehicles plying for hire may stand; 

(r) the prohibition of the picketing of cattle in any 
street or public place; 

(j) the setting apart of places for the excavation of 
earth for building or making bricks; 

(t) tlie prohibition of brick-kilns and potters^ kilns in 

any specified area; 

(u) licensing of store houses for any explosive or for 

petndeum or any inflammable oil or spirit ; 

(r) licensing of yards or depot for trade in hay, 
straw, thatching grass, wood, charcoal or coal, or 
other dangerously inflammable material ; 

(w) the prohibition of the keeping of a brothel or the 
residence of a public prostitute in any specified 
part of the towm ; 


‘Added by Section S of the Punjab Small Town Amendment 
Act, 1925 . 
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{x) ‘[the proper registration of births and deaths] ; 

(y). *the licensing of persons selling or importing for 
sale milk, butter, ghee, curd, meat, game, fish and 
poultry, 

Nottoi.—It will be seen the duties laid on the town com¬ 
mittees are discretionary but they can be made obligatory 
at the requirement of the Deputy Commissioner. 

As regards distinction between discretionary and obliga¬ 
tory duties of committee see Notes on p. 451 of the Municipal 
Act. 

Clauses (o) and (b).—Cf. the provisions of Sections 96, 
103, 104,128,131,149 and S. 188 {e) (vi) of the Municipal 
Act and Notes under those sections. 

Clause (f).—C/. Section 106 of the Munici{»l Act and 
see Notes under that section. 

Clause (d).— Cf. Sections 107 and 188 (e) (v) of Munici¬ 
pal Act and Notes under those sections. 

Clause (e).~Cf. Sections 109, llO and Section 188 (jj of 
Munidpal Act. 

Claiue (f).—Cf. provisions of Sections 108,154,168 of 
the Municipal Act and see Notes under those sections. 

Clause (f/). - Cf. provisions of Section 121 of the Munici¬ 
pal Act and see Notes under that section. See Notes on 
power of regulation and scope of power of regulation on 
pp. 635 and 637 of Municipal Act. 

Clause (h).--Cf. provisions of Sections 113, Il4 and see 
Notes under those sections. 

Clause (i)~cf. provision of Section 117 of Municipal 
Act and see Notes thereunder. 

pause provisions of Sections 115 and 116 of 

Municipal Act and see Notes under those sections. 

Ckuse {k).-Gf. the provisions of Sections 143,14.) of 
Municipal Act and see Notes under those sections. 

Clause il).—Cf. See Sections 167 and 188 (^) (/) of the 
Municipal Act and see Notes under those sections. 

Clause (Ii)—Cf, Sections 172, 173 and 219.A. 


‘ Added by Section 8 of the Punjab Small Town Amendment 
Act, 1925. 

• Added by Section 8 of the Punjab Small Town Amendment 
Acti 1926. 
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diliMi the provi^ons of Sections 174, l8p, 193 

aiad 1^ of Municipal Act. t 

CAnne (n).- Cf. Sections 125, 126,127,128 of the Muni¬ 
cipal Act and see Notes under those various sections. 

Clause {9).—Cf. provisions of Section 183 of Municipal 
Act. * 


Qanse ((>).■—Cf. Sections 188 {e) and 197. 

Clause (?).— Cf. Section 188, clauses (a), (b) and (p) of 
Municipal Act and see Notes under those provisions. 

Clause (r).— Cf. Section 182 of the Municipal Act. 

Clause (j).—There is no corresponding provisions in 
MuniciiaJ Act. Cf., however, Sections 173 and 198 of that 
Act. 

Clause (t).— Cf. Section 121 (2)—Under clause (g) 
such places may be regulated. This provision will empower 
the town committees to restrict these trades to specified por¬ 
tions of the town. 

Clauses (u) and (v).— Cf. Section 121 of Municipal Act 
and Notes thereunder. 

Cbttse {w).—Cf. Section 152 of Municipal Act. 

Clause {x).~Cf. S. 188 (c) of Municipal Act. 

Clause (y)—Cf. S. 197 of Municipal Act and see Notes 
under Section 197. 


This section is very general in its terms and does not 
give any indication of the nature and extent of regulations 
and restrictions which may be imposed under this section. 

These will depend upon the circumstances of each town and 
need not as elaborate as similar regulations under the 
Municipal Act. 

In the Model General Orders framed under Section 195, 
it will be noticed that no provision is made for issue of notice 
requirii^ the demolition of re-erect ion of buildings. There¬ 
fore under the existing general orders a person re-erecting 
his building can not be dealt with under the existing model 
orders. The town committees will be powerless to deal 
with buildings re-erected. Sec U*32 fjah. 597. 

36. (1) Before making any general order under 
Section 35 the committee shall give public notice of its inten> for*^mak?ng 
tion to make such general order. Any inhabitant of the small gene r a i 
totiro may within thirty days of the publication of such 
notice stttenit an objection to such general order in wiiting 
^ the ccanmittee. Oh the expiry of thirty days frcun the 
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of such poblication the committee shall t^e into con¬ 
sideration any objections which may have been received ai^ 
'tnjay make such amendments of the general order as it may 
deem fit and shall then submit the general order as amended] 
together with the objections, if any, which have been receiv¬ 
ed, through the Deputy Commissioner, to the Commit; 
sioner who may sanction or refuse to sanction the issue of 
such general order *[or return it to the committee for fur¬ 
ther consideration], 

(2J A general order sanctioned under sub section (1) 
shall be published in such manner as may be prescribed in 
the roles made by the local Government under this Act. 

Note*.— C/. Sections 200 and 201 of the Municipal Act. 

It will be seen that the order as such by the committee 
had to be sanctioned or refused before the amendment of ^e 
Section. Power is now reserved to sanction general ordera 
with modifications. The town committees have been authorized 
to alter the general order published to meet the objections 
received since publication. If the order on receipt of objec¬ 
tion is found ohiectionable, the modified order will not 
require to be published again. 

Commissioners have no power to cancel general orders 
which have been sanctioned. The town committee will have 
power to vary or cancel such orders with approval of 
commissioners, 

37. Any person to whom any special order has been 
issued by the committee, the President or the Vice-President 
under Section 35 may within fifteen days of the date of such 
si^cial order appeal apinst such order to the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner whose decision on such appeal shall be final and 
shall not be called in question in any Court : provided that 
no appeal shall lie from any special order passed by a com¬ 
mittee, the President or the Vice-President under clause (e) 
or {k) of Section 35; provided further that in the case of 
any special order issued by the committee, the President 
or the Vice-President on the requirement of the Deputy 
Commissioner, the appeal, if any, shall lie to the Commis¬ 
sioner whose decision shall be final. 

Notes.— Section 35 deals both with special and general 
! orders. As regards general orders the provision under Sec¬ 
tion 36 provides a sufficient safeguard against any arUtrary 


^ ^ *ISnbrtituted by''Section'9 of the Punjab Small Town Amend¬ 
ing Act, .926 for words shall then submit such general order'*. 
Added by Section 9 of Punjab Small Town Amendment Act, 

1926. 
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action of the town committee and affords an opportunity to 
tile inhabitants to raise their voice against any abuse of thO 
powers town committees. Section ;i7 affords a right of 
appeal vumn special orders are issued against any individual. 
Though Section 35 speaks of orders issued by committees, 
this section also speaks of orders issued by President or 
Vice-President as powers under Section 35 can be delegated 
to President and Vice-President by Section 42. 

38. Any person who commits a breach of any general 
or special order made by a committee under Section 35 and 
duly upheld by competent authority shall be liable on con¬ 
viction to a fine which may extend to twenty rupees and 
when the breach is a continuing breach to a further fine 
which may amount to two rupees for every day after the first 
daring which the breach continues. 

Notes.— C/. the provisions of Sections 199 and 219 of the 
Municipal Act. For Notes see those sections. Penalties 
provided are much lighter than those under the Munici¬ 
pal Act 

39. A committee may for the purpose of carrying out, 
establishing or maintaining any system of dramage, sewer¬ 
age or water-supply carry any pipe, drain, sewer or chan¬ 
nel of any land into, through, across, under, over or up the 
side of any land or building whatever situate within the 
limits of the small town, and may at all times do all acts and 
things which may be necessary or expedient for repairing or 
maintaining any such pipe, drain, sevrer or channel : pro¬ 
vided that¬ 
ch*) reasonable notice shall be given to the owner or 

occupier of any such land or building ; and 

{b) reasonable compensation shall be paid to the owner 
or occupier for any damage sustained by him and 
directly occasioned by the carrying out of any 
such operations or for any substantial interference 
with the rights of such owner or occupier to the 
due enjoyment of such land or building; 

(c) in the event of any dispute as to the notice to be 
given or the compensation to be paid, the matter 
sliall be referred by the committee to the Deputy 
Commissioner whose decision shall be final. 

Notes.— This corresponds to the provisions of Sections 
132 and 133 of the Punjab Municipal Act. The section is, 
however, differently worded and some of the clauses as to 
causing as little damage as possible do not find a place in the 
section. Even without this provision the town committed 
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must cause a$ little damage in,carrying out tiieir works as 
potssiUe. 

Disputes as to notice and amount of co nponsition arc 
to be decided by Deputy Commissioner whose decision is 
made final. 

For Notes under this section see the Notes under Secf- 
tions 132 and 133 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 

40. A committee may attach to the outside of any 
building brackets for lamps or name-plates of streets, and 
may cause a number to be affixed to every house in the small 
town for the purpose of identifying it, and any person who 
wilfully disturbs, defaces or destroys any such bracket, name¬ 
plate or number shall be liable on conviction to a fine 
which may extend to twenty rupees. 

Note*.— This section comprises the provisions of Sections 
176,177 and 179 of the Municipal Act 

41. (t) A committee may charge fees for— 

(o) vehicle licences; 

(6) the use of slaughter-houses and markets ; 

(c) the use of stands for public vehicles and of cart- 

stands ; 

(d) licenses or premises for the manufacture, pre- 

paration for sale or sale of articles of food or 
drink ; 

{e) the temporary or permanent occupation of any 
portion of a public street ; 

(/) water supplied by private connections ; 

(y) licenses for store houses fur any explosive or for 
petroleum or any inflammable oil or spirit ; 

(ft) licenses for yards or depot for trade in hay, 
straw, thatching grass, wood, charcoal or coal, or 
other dangerously inflammable material. 

(2) The rates of the fees to be charged must in each 
ease be approved by the Commissioner. 

Notes. —This is a general provision enabling town com¬ 
mittees to levy fees for licenses and for the of town 
properties and for services rendered. The fees and rates 
will require the previous approval of the Commissioner. 

danM (a).—Cf. Section 188 (a) of Municipal Act. 

Claase {b).— Cf. Sections 167 and 188 {e) («). 

Clame (c).—This gives greater powers to the town eora- 
qjjl-tees than those possessed by the municipal eommitteea 
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0Mid) C/. Seetloti 173 of Munieipa} Act aikl set 

ttioreuwen 

tlie municipal committees have now pOwer to charge fee 
for pemanent occupation of streets. The ^nt of such 
to committees as these will enable mem to have 
effective control over immovable encroachments which 
amount to permanent occupation of puMie streets. 

Streets or public streets are not defined in the Act and 
must therefore be understood in their ordinary dictionary 
meaning. For what constitutes streets or public streets see 
Notes under Section 3 (12) of the Municipal Act. 

Clause {f),—Cf. the provisions of Sections 97 and 98. 

Clauses {g) and (A).— Cf, Section 121 (3) of the Muni¬ 
cipal Act. 

42. A committee may, with the sanction of the Commis¬ 
sioner, delegate any of its powers under Section 11 or 14 or 
35, in respect of special orders only to its President or Vice- 
Preadent. 

Notes. — Cf. the provisions of Section 33 of the Municipal 
Act and see the Notes thereunder. 

43. When any land whether within or without the 
limits of the small town, is required for the purposes of Ms 
Act, the local Government may, at the request of the com¬ 
mittee, proceed to acquire it under the provisions of the 
Land Acquisition Act, 1894 ; and on payment by the com¬ 
mittee of the compensation awarded under that Act, and any 
other charges incurred in acquiring the land, the land shall 
vest in the committee. 

Notes.— C/. Section 58 of the Punjab Municipal Act. 

44 . A committee, or with the authorization of the 
committee, the President or Vice-President of a committee, 
may accept from anv person against whom a reasonaUe 
suspicion exists that he has committed an offence puni^- 
able under this Act or under any rule made under this Act, 
a dum of money by w’ay of composition for such offence. 
On payment of such sum no further proceedings shall be 
taken against such perasn in respect of such offence. 

Notes,- Cf. Section 229 of the Punjab Municipal Act 
and see Notes thereunder. The composition of an offence 
will not permit the offender to continue the offence. 

If the offender is again found to commit the offence he 
can be prosecuted or the fresh offence can be compounded, 


Power t* 
delegat- 
c c r t A i 
powers. 


Acquisitio 
of land. 


Compo $ 
tion of offei 
ces. 



4i»tbority 
lor prosecu- 
ticm. 


Prcp'a r a- 
tiott of an¬ 
nual budget 




Power t c) 
s u s p e n d 
action of a 
committee 


Power to 
provide fijr 
the perform¬ 
ance of duti¬ 
es in case of 
default ot a 

comnwttce^ 
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1 45, No court ahall take co^izance of ^ny offence imnish- 

able under this Act or under any rule made under ttiis Act, 
except on «ie complaint of the committee or of some person 
autiiorized by name or office by the committee in this behalf. 

Notes.— This corresponds to Section 228 of the Municipal 
Act; ste Notes under that section. 

Prosecution instituted by a person not duly authorized 
cannot be ratified by subsequent authorization. Bowver &c. 
Limited v. Mathur (1919) 5 L. S. G. R. 90. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Control and General Pro visions, 

46. (1) Subject to any rules which the local Govern¬ 
ment may make in this behalf every committee shall on or 
before the tenth day of January each year submit to the 
Deputy Commissioner an estimate of its income and expen 
diture during the ensuing financial year. Such estimate shall 
be called the annual budget of the small town. 

Deputy Commissioner may sanction the budget 
so submitted or may return it for reconsideration bv the 
committee. 


(3) Except with the sanction of the Deputy Commis- 
sioner no committee shall incur expenditure in excess of the 
^penditure provided for in the budget as finally sanctioned 
by the Commissioner. 

Notes.— This matter is governed by account code so far 
as committees are concerned. 


47. The Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner may 
by order in writing suspend the execution of any resolution 
or order of a committee if in his opinion such resolution or 
order is in excess of the powers conferred on the committee 
by law or if the execution of such resolution or order is 
likely to lead to a breach of the peace or to cause injury or 
annoyance to the public or to any class or body of persons. 


Notes.— This section corresponds somewhat to the 
visions of Section 232 of the Punjab Municipal Act 
Notes under Section 232. 


pro- 

See 


11 /c^ronail-tee neglects or refuses to perform anv 
prescribed duty, the Deputy Conmiissioner may perform 
or cause to be performed such duty, anything done ^y the 
Deputy Commissioner in exercise of the power conferred 
by this section shall be considered to have been done by the 
conunixt66* ' / ♦ 
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Notes.— C/. Section 234 of the Punjab Municipal Act 
ahd see Notes under that section^ 

49._ (1) If in the opinion of the local Government a , 

committee persistently makes defaults in the performance 
of the duties imposed on it or exceeds or abuses its powers, suspsnd a 
the local Government may, by notification, in which the committee, 
reasons for so doing shall bie stated, declare the committee 
to be suspended. 

( 2 ) If a committee is suspended the following 
consequences shall ensue:— 

(o) All members of the committee shall, from the 
date of the notification, vacate their seats. 

{b) All powers and duties of the committee may, 
until the committee is reconstituted, be 
exercised and performed by such a person or 
persons as the local Government may ap¬ 
point in this behalf. 

(c) All property vested in the committee shall, 
until the committee is reconstituted, vest in 
the local Government. 

(3) The local Government may at any time consti¬ 
tute another committee in the place of any committee 
suspended under this section. 

Note*.— C/. Section 238 of the Punjab Municipal Act 

80. ‘[Subject to the provisions of sub-section (7«&) of Applies 
Section 4 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911], when any 

area ceases to be a small town for the purposes of this Act, any are: 
the balance of the town fund, if any, shall be applied for the ceases to 
benefit of the inhabitants of the said area in such manner “ 
as tiie local Government may direct 

Note*.— C/. Section 10 of the Punjab Municipal Act 

81. (1) The local Government may make rules 

applicable to all or any small town— ernment t 

*[(o) for determining the mode and time of appoint- 
ment or election of members of Small Town Committees, 
the term of office, allowances (if any) and the qualifications 
and disqualifications of such members, and the qualifications 
and disqualifications of voters and generally for regulating 
all elections under this Act;] 

‘ Prefixed by Section 9 of the Punjab Small Town Amendment 

^^‘^Sulwtitoted by Section 10 of the Punjab Small Town AmendU 
nteoi Acti 1925. 
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(b) as to tile traimction of business by eomnuttees, 

the accounts to be kept, and the retnrns, staiementa 
and reports to be submitted; 

(c) regulating ilie establishment of provident funds; 

(d) r^ulating the appointment, dismissal or suspension 

by committees of their officers and servants and tl^ 
grant of leave, absentee and acting allowance, and 
gratuities on retirement to such officers and ser¬ 
vants; provided that these conditions of leave, 
allowances and gratuities shall not, save with the 
special sanction of the Governor-General in Council 
be more favourable than those prescribed for 
Government servants; 

(«) as to the assessment and collection of taxes; 

(/) as to the powers and duties of committees with res¬ 
pect to matters provided for in Section 35 of this 
Act; 

(fir) generally to regulate the powers and duties of com- 
mittees and to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

*[(2) rules under clause (a) of sub-section (1) may 
among other matters provide— 

(0 for the definition of the practices at elections held 
under the proviaons of this Act which are to deem¬ 
ed to be corrupt; 

(if) for investigation of allegations of corrupt practices; 

(iff) for making void the election of any person proved 
to the satisfaction of the local Government to have 
been guilty of a corrupt practice or to have con¬ 
nived at or abetted the commission of a corrupt 
pratice or whose agent has been so proved guilty 
or the results of whose election has been materially 
affected by the breach of any law or rule for the 
time being in force; 

(iv) for rendering incapable of office on a Small Town 
Committee either permanently or for a term of 
years any persons who may have been proved 
^ilty as aforesaid of a corrupt practice or of con¬ 
niving or abetting the same; 

{v) for prescribing the authority by which questions re¬ 
lating to the matters referred to in claqs© (a) of 
sub-section (i) shall be determined; and 


* Inserted by Section 10 of tfje Punjab Small Town Amendmeiit 
Aet, 3925. 
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f Cju* a^Uv^flg ^mri9 to ts^ tipgnleaQQS 0f ^ 
breach of Any such rules on the complaint of the 
Deputy Commissioner or some ^rson aulhonsed 
in writing by the Deputy Commissioner;] 

(3) In making rules under ‘[clauses (a) and (e) of sub¬ 
section (!>] the local Government may direct that the 
hreaeh of any such rule shall be punishable with tine which 
may extend to fifty rupees. 

Note*.— Cf. Section 240 of the Municipal A.ot and Notes 
thereunder. 

■£32. The local Government may invest any person 
or pem)ns authorised by it to hold an inquiry into the con¬ 
duct of an election or into allegations of corrupt practices 
or intimidation at an election with all or any of the powers 
conferred upon CommissioTiers appointed to hold an inquiry 
into an election by the provisions of Part II of the Indian 
Election Offences and Inquiries Act, 1920, and may prescribe 
the procedure to be followed, and provide for the execution 
of any order as to costs passed by such person or persons in 
such inquiry.] 

Notes.— Cf. Section 247 and Chapter XIV of the Municipal 
Act. 


* Substituted hy Sactkm 10 Uii) of the Punjab Small Town 
Amendment Act, 1925. 

• Added by Section 11 of the Punjab Small Town Ametadment 
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Act, 1921 
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THE PUNJAB SMALL TOWNS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 19M$, 

Thk Punjab Act, iv of 1925. 

[deceived the assent of the Governor on the 22nd March 1925, 
and that of the Governor-General on 22nd April IP25.] 

An Act to amend the Punjab Small Towns Act, 1921K 

WasBBAs it is expedient that certain amendments ^11 
be made in the Punjab Small Towns Act, 1921*, in the manner 
hereinafter appearing, and whrbbas the previous sanction of 
the Governor-tieneral under sub-section (3) of Seiotion 80-A 
of the (Government of India Act has been obtained,, it is 

HEBBBY KNACTEO 88 follOWS : — 

1 . (1) This Act may be called the Punjab Small Towns 
(Amendment) Act, 1925. 

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the local 
Government may by notification appoint in this behalf. 

2 . After sub-section (3) of Section 3 of the Punjab 
Small Towns Act, 1921 (hereinafter referred to as the said 
Act), the following new sub-section shall be inserted, 
namely:— 

“ (3-<i) When a local area, the whole or part of which 
was a notified area under the Punjab Munici|»l 
Act, 1911, is declared to be a small town under 
this section, the Small Town Committee shall be 
deemed to be the perpetual successor of such 
Notified Area Committee in respect of all its rales, 
bye-laws, taxes and all other matters whatsoever 
to the extent to which they are lawful for a small 
town under this or any other Act, ” 

3. To sub-section (2) of Section 4 of the said Act, the 
following further proviso shall be added, namely: — 

Provided further that if any seat on a Small Town 
Committee is required to be filled by election and 
a member is for any reason not elected for it, the 
Commissioner may fill that seat by appointment. ” 

4. After Section 4 of the said Act, the follovfing new 
section shall be inserted, namely:— 

“ i-A. Notwilhstan^ng anything contained in the 
Indian Oaths Act, 1873 every person who 
is elected or appointed to be a member of a 
Small Town Committee shall before taking 
his seat take or make, at a meeting of the 
said committee, an oath of affinnaUon of 
his allegiance to the Crown, in the following 
. manner, namely:— 

.««« to 1922 and ref^es to Act 1921 should he lead as 
1922 throQihout. 
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“ * I, A B, having a member of this commit¬ 

tee do solemn]^ swear (or affirm) that I 
will be faiUifal and bear tihie allegiance to 
His Majesty the King-Emperor of India, 
his heirs and successors, and that I will 
faithfully discharge the duty upon which I 
am about to enter.' 

** Provided that 

“ (») if any such person omits or refuses to take or 
make such oath or affirmation, his election 
or appointment, as the case may be, shall be 
deemed to be invsdid; 

“ (*») in the case of such invalid election the person, 
if any, who obtained the next lar^t number 
of votes from amongst those who failed to 
secure election shall be deemed to have been 
dtily elected, or if the election was uncontested 
a fresh election shall be held, or in the case 
of sudi invalid appointment the Commisaoner 
shall appoint another person in the manner 
prescribed in sub-section (2) of Section 4, and 
in such case the proviso to sub-section (2) of 
Section 4 shall not apply ; 

“ («) no person whose election or appointment has 
been deemed to be invalid under this section 
shall eligible for election or appointment 
to any Small Town Committee for a period 
of two years from the date on which he 
ought to have taken or made such oath or 
affirmation.” 

8. To Section 7 of the said Act, the following words « ««> J 

shall added, namely Section 7 C 

“ and any person so removed shall not be eligible 

for election or appointment as a member of Act, lost, 
a committee for a period of five years from the 
date of his removal.” 

6. In clause (c) of Section 15 of the said Act, the 

words ** as tte case may be ” shall be omitted. secuon 15 . 

the Pttni* 
Small Tonv= 
Act, 1921* 

7 . In sub-section {*) of clause (a) of Section 21 of Amen< 
the said Act, for the word « rates between the word 

local and th^ word under the word rate shall be the Punjc» 
substituted. 



iOlS Tlil l>. S. ¥. idis 


Amen d* 
d^ent of 
Section 35 of 
the Punjab 
Small Towns 
Act. 1921. 


Amend- 
ment of 
Section 50 of 
the Punjab 
Small Towns 
Act. 1921, 


Amend- 
ment of 
Section 51 of 
the Punjab 
Small Towns 
Act. 1921. 


a. lo Seotaon 35 of Uie 5aid — 

(»l m<daase (o) for the word “ waters ” the word 
^ water ” «^all be subslatuted, 

(H) afti^ clause (4), the following new clause shall be 
inserted, nau^ly:— 

the prevention or removal of any movable or 
immovable encroachment over any street, 
drain, sewer or channel and the recovery of 
the expenses incurred by such prevention or 
removal or in rectifying any damage caused 
to the street, drain, sewer or channel by such 
prevention or removal," 

{Hi) in clause {m) after the word ‘ buildings the 
following words shall be inserted, namely:— 

including the prevention of the erection or re- 
ereetion of any building for any reason the 
committee may deem t(.> be just and suflSeient 
or in pursuance of a general scheme sanc¬ 
tioned by the Commissioner restricting the 
erection or re-erection of buildings, or any 
class of buildings,” 

(w) After clause («), the following new clause shall 
be inserted, namely:— 

“ (jr) the proper registration of births and deaths”. 

9. In Section 50 of the said Act, to the opening 
Wotds shall be prefixed the following words, figures, letter 
and brackets, namely 

“ Subject to the pro^sions of sub section (l-b) of Section 
4 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911.” 

10 . In Section 51 of the said Act.,— 

(i) for clause (a) of sub-section (1) the following clause 
shall be substituted, namely ;— 

“ for determining the mode and time of appointment 
or election of members of Small Town Com¬ 
mittees, the term of office, allowances (if any) 
and the qualifications and disqualifications of 
such members, and the qualifications and disquali¬ 
fications of voters and generally for regulating 
all elections under this Act; ” 

(«.) after sub-sectton(l), the following new mb-seetion 
shall be inserted, namely 


“(2) rules under clause (o) of sub-section (1) may 
among other matters provide— 
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“ tise pnw^ces at held 

ander the provie^ne of this Act which are to be 
deeniedto be corrupt; 

“ (») for investigation of allegations of corrupt 
praetaees: 

“ {w) for maMhg void the election of any person 
proved to the satisfaction of the local Govern¬ 
ment to have been guilty of a corrupt practice 
or to have connived at or abetted the commission 
of a corrupt practice or whose agent has been 
so proved guilty or tlie results of whose election 
has been materially affected by the breach of any 
law or rule for the time being in force ; 

“ (iv) for rendering incapable of office on a Small Town 
Committee either permanently or for a tenn of 
years smy persons who may have been proved 
guilty as aforesiud of a corrupt practice or of 
conniving at or abetting the same ; 

(v) for prescribing the authority by which questions 
relating to the matters referred to in clause 
(») of sub-section (1) shall be determined ; and 

“ (w) for authorising courts to take cognisance of the 
breach of any such rules on tiie complaint of the 
Deputjr Commissioner or some person authorised 
in writing by the Deputy Commissioner ; 

“ (v«) Sub section (2) shall be renumbered sub-section 
(3), and, in that sub-section, as renumbered, 
few the word, figure, letters and brackets 
“sub-section (1), (a), (/)’* the words, figure, 
letters and brackets “ clauses (a) and (e) of 
sub-section (1) ” shall be substituted. 

11. After Section 51 of the said Act, the following 
new section shaU be inserted, namely :— 

^52. Tbe local Government may invest any person 
«r persons authorised by it to hold an inquiry into the 
‘conduet of an election or into allegations of corrupt practices 
or intimidation at an election with all or any of the powers 
inferred upon Cmnmissioners appointed to hold an inquiry 
into an election by the provisions of Part II of the Indian 
£Itection Offences and Inquiries Act» 1920, and may pres¬ 
cribe the procedure to be followed, and provide for the 
execution of any order as to costs passed by such person or 
persons in such inquiry.’* 

12 . The amendment made in the said Act by Section 2 
^all have eff^st as if it had been made on the 7th day of 
May, I923w 
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THE PUNJAB SMALL TOWNS AMENDMENT 
ACT, im 

Thb Punjab Act, xiv of 1926. 

[Receivtd the assent of the Governor on the 25th October 1926f 
and of the Governor-General on the 24th November .1926 
and was published in the Punjab Qassette 
of 10th December 1926.] 

An Act to amend the Punjab Small Towns Act, 1921 

Wheebas it is expedient further to amend the Punjab 
Small Towns Act, 1921, in the manner hereinafter appearing, 

IT IS HKBBBY ENAOTBD aS follOWSI — 

1. This Act may be called the Punjab Small Towns 
(Amendment) Act, 1926. 

Z. To Section 2 of the Punjab Small Towns Act, 1921 
(hereinafter referred to as the said Act) the following clause 
shall be added, namely 

“(/) ‘ Deputy Commissioner ’ includes any officer or 
officers at any time specially appointed by 
the local Government to perform in any local 
area tlie functions of a Deputy Commissioner 
under this Act.'' 

3. To sub-section (6) of Section 6 of the said Act the 
following proviso shall added, namely:— 

provided that on completion of the term an outgoing 
member shall, unless the local Government 
otherwise directs, continue in office until the elec¬ 
tion or appointment of his successor is notilied.*’ 

4 . After Section 6 of the said Act the following new 
section shall be inserted, namely 

(1) Any member of committee who may wish to 
resign may forward his written resignation 
through the president of the committee to the 
Deputy Commissioner within whose jurisdiction 
the small town lies. 

**(2) When the acceptance of the resignation by the 
Commissioner has been communicated to the 
committee, the member shall be deemed to have 
vacated his seat.” 

5. In sub-section (2) of Section 17 of the said Act, 
between the words “ may be ” and the word « deposited ” toe 
following words shall be inserted, namely 

“ kept in a Government treasury or sub treasury 
at any other place in the district oyr”. . 
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4, in sertion 19 of the said Act:— 

(j) to clause (a) tl^ following words shall be added, 

namely:— 

not being streets or roads in the charge of the 
Public Works DepartoenP’. 

(U) in clause (b) after the word “ property ” the 
following words shall be inserted, namely:— 

“ not being streets or roads in the charge of the 
Public Works Department'’. 

7 . In Ihe last sentence of Section 31 of the said Act, 
after the words “ charges incurred ” the following wor^ 
shall be inserted, namely:— 

“ and any fee leviable for the writ of demand". 

8. To Section 35 of the said Act the following clause 
shall be added, namely:— 

“ (y) the licensing of persons selling or importing for 
sale milk, butter, ghi, curd, meat, game, fish and 
poultry." 

9 . In sub-section (1) of Section 36 of the said Act, for 
the words “ shall then subnut such general order " the worfs 
“ may make such amendments of the general order as it may 
d^m fit and shall then submit the general order as so amend¬ 
ed " £^11 be substituted, and to the stid sub-section the 
following words shall be added at the end, namely:— 

“ or return it to the committee for further 
consideration." 

10 . The amendments made in the said Act by Section 
6 dmll have effect as if they had been made on the seventh 
day of May 1923; provided that this Act shall notin any way 
operate to extinguish any right lawfully acquired from a town 
committee after the commencement of the said Act. 


Amen d 
m e n t o t 
Section 19^ 
the Pttiijat 
Small Towne 
Act, 1921, 
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RULES UNDER SECTION m APPLICABLE TQ,, 
ALL MUNICIPALITIES, 

Published by Punjab Government Notification No. ifiPSlt 
dated 16th July 1918, as amended by Notifications Na. 23240, dated 
18th December 1918, No, 7782, dated 12th March 1920, No. 19677, 
dated 26th July 1923 and No 21199, dated 29th August 1923 ; No, 
27356, dated 21sl November 1923, No. 13919, dated 2nd June 
1925 and corrected by No. 13998, dated 2nd Jnne 1925 with subse¬ 
quent amendments. 

G«ne ra 1 1. Every committee shall observe those general princi- 

a^^s^tr a^ ^ which Government has approved in the several de- 

Sor approt partments of administration. 

ed by Gov- 
emment to be 
obeyed. 

Channel of 2. Committees shall correspond with the local Gtovern- 
s p on- ment and its officers only througn the Deputy Commissioner, 
Cwninen t who wiU be guided by departmental rules in conducting such 
Thd Its correspondence. 

3, (1) In the ease of the municipal committees of Simla, 
in ^^mh Dharamsala, Dalhousie and Murree, all business shall be 
business to transacted and proceedings recorded in the English language, 
^ prM^d- notices shall be issued in both English and Urdu, 

in® record- (2) In the csse of all other municipal committees 
notices buaness may be conducted in English or Urdu, but proceed, 
issued. ings shall be recorded in the lar^uage in which business is 
conducted. Notices shall be issued in both English and 
Urdu unless the Commissioner of the di^sion directs that 
they shall be issued in Urdu only. 

3-A. No member of a committee shall be present at or 
vo^ or take any other part in any proceeding of a committee 
and sub-ooromittee relating to a matter in which he or either 
of Ms parents or any other descendant of eitter of his 
parents or the husband or wife as may be of any such 
descendant has direct or indirect pecuniary interest. 

Note.—A member of Municipal Committee, who is a candidate 
for appointment to the post of Executive Officer, is precluded from 
being present or taking part or voting at a meeting of the committee 
if and wten the question of the appointment of an Executive Officer 
is being considered. 

(Punjab Government Letter No. 12641/L. S. 6., dated the 11th 
April 1932.) 

*3.B, No person, who is either a parent or descendant 
ofa member of a municipal committee, or descendant of any 

^Added by Punjab Government N<Hiflcation No. 850/L. S. G. 
OomtB., dated the IKh January 1^33. 
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parent of such member, or the husband or wife of such 
members, or a descendant or a parent of the husband or wife 
of such member, or a descendant of any eueh parent last 
referred to, shall be appointed as an officer or servant of 
such municipal committee without the previous sanction of 
the Deputy Commissioner. 

*3-C. No matter shall be included in the agenda for 
any meeting of committee or sub-committee, nor be discussed 
at any such meeting, which is not connected with the func¬ 
tions and duties of committee as prescribed by the Punjab 
Municipal Act, 1911, and it shall be the duty of the president 
or of the presiding member to disallow inclusion in the 
agenda and to refuse to permit at a meeting the discussion 
of any such matter: Provided that the president may, at 
his discretion, permit an exception to this rule, if the discus¬ 
sion of such matter appears to him to be in the public 
interests and not in any way likely to impede the administra¬ 
tion or to promote or encourage lawlessness, or to cause 
communal discord or to be for any other reason undesir¬ 
able. 

4. An abstract of the minutes of each meeting of a com¬ 
mittee shall be affixed in some conspicuous spot accessible to 
the public at the place of meeting of the committee, and a 
copy of such abstract shall be supplied to the manager of 
every newspaper which is publish^ within the limits of the 
district in which the municipality is situated. 

4«A. (1) The oath or affirmation of allegiance prescrib¬ 
ed in Section 12-A of the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, shall 
be administered by the Deputy Commissioner or any other 
gazetted officer appointed by him in the ease of a newly 
appointed or newly elected committee and by the chairman 
of the meeting in other eases, 

(2) The administration of the oath or affirmation under 
clause (1) of this rule shall be recorded as a part of the pro¬ 
ceedings in the minutes of the meeting. 

Note.—Section 12-A has been deleted and reference must be 
taken to Section 24 of the Act. 

5. In every case in which public notice is to be given 
by a committee in exercise of a power conferred or in dis¬ 
charge of an obligation imposed by the Punjab Municipal 
Act, 1911, or by any rule or bye-law made thereunder, such 
notice shall be published by proclamation, and a copy of such 
notice shall be affixed in some conspicuous spot accessible to 


*Added by Government Notification No, 7100 (L S, G. Gomts.) 
dated the 29th February 1932. 
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the pablie at the place of meeting of the committee. A copy 
of each notice shall also be supplied to the manager of every 
newspaper which is publidied within the limits of the district 
in vdiich the municipality is situated. 

6. (1) In every ease in which a committee propos^ to 
impose any tax under Section 61 of the Punjab Municip^ 
Act, 1911, or to make bye-laws under any section of the said 
Act or any rules under any other Act under which a munici¬ 
pal committee is empowered to make rules, it shall give 
notice of its intention in the manner prescribed for the publi¬ 
cation of public notices in rule 5. 

(2) When any such proposals are forwarded for sanc¬ 
tion or confirmation to the appropriate authority, they shall 
be accompanied by a statement that the provisions of clause 
(1) of this rule have been complied with. 

7. The fee leviable for a notice of demand served under 
Section 80 (2) of the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, as later 
amended shall be four annas for every notice so issued. 

8. (1) Every committee shall as soon as possible after 
the close of each official year prepare in such forms as may 
from time to time be prescribed by the local Government 
such returns as may from time to time be so prescribed with 
regard to the constitution of the committee and the accounts 
of its income, expenditure, balances and liabilities or any 
other matter, together with a report on the woi4cing of the 
committee in such form as may from time to time be so pre¬ 
scribed. 

(2) One copy of the returns so prepared shall be submit¬ 
ted direct to Government through the Deputy Commissioner 
by the 15th day of May in each year and a second copy shall 
be forwarded through the Deputy Commissioner to uie Com¬ 
missioner. 

(3) The annual report on the working of committee 
shall be submitted to the Deputy Commissioner, together 
with the copy of the returns forwarded for submission to the 
Commissioner. 

9. (1) Reward for the destruction of snakes witMn 
municipal limits shall be paid only on the order of the pre¬ 
sident, a vice-president or the secretary of the committee.. 

(2) Every committee shall maintain a register of re¬ 
wards paid for the detraction of snakes in we following 
fonn:— 
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Register of retuards for snakes. 


1 

2 

1 3 4' 

) 

5 

Number and 

Name, caste, 

1 

Amount of Signature or 

Initial of officer 

Description 0 / 
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ment. 


9-A. (1) No committee shall pay to any member travel- 
lia^ allowance on account of a journey undertaken on munici¬ 
pal business unless— 

(o) in the case of a journey performed within the 
district in which Oie municijpality is situated or of 
a journey to a place outside such district, the 
travelling allowance payable in respect of which 
does not exceed fifty rupees, the committee has 
passed a resolution sanctioning Ihe undertaking 
of such journey, or 

(6) in the case of any other journey the previous sanc¬ 
tion of Deputy Commissioner has been obtained 
for such journey to be undertaken. 

*(2) The travelling allowance payable shall not exceeed 
the amount that would have been payable in respect of the 
journey had such a member been a Government servant in 
Grade III of the grades prescribed by rule 215 of the Punjab 
Government, Travelling Allowance Rules. 

II.—-TiUi MANAOBMENr OF MUNICIPAl. PbOPERTIKS AND OK 
Pbovincial Pbopketies vndeb the control of 
Municipal Committee. 

1. No land, the property of a municipal committee shall 
be alienated permanently or for a term exceeding ten years 
except with the previous sanction of the Commissioner of the 
Division or in exercise of powers specially conferred upon a 
committee by these rules or any other anlhority of the local 
Government. 

No<«.—Commissioner shoaLl not sanction alienation of any land 
for purposes of building a factory without comulting Director of 
Industries, Punjab as to the conditions on which sanction should be 
accorded. 


*Added by Punjab Government Notification No. 13919, dated 2nd 
June 1925 and amended by rule XII10 (4) of the Municijial Account 
Code. 
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^-A_Where previous to the passing of the Punjab 

Municipal (Amendment) Act, 1933, a municipal committee 
has acknowledged the rights of private owners of property 
vesting in the committee, whether by agreement or by a 
resolution not subsequently cancelled, the committee shall not 
without the previous sanction of the local Government lease, 
sell or otherwise transfer any such property except in 
accordance with the terms of the resolution of the agreement 
as the case may be. 

®2. (1) Every municipal committee in charge of nazul 
properties of Government shall maintain a rej^ster in form 
34 prescribed by rule 188 of the Punjab Municipal Account 
Code and if the amount of such properties is large shall also 
maintain a large scale map with index showing the poffltion 
of such properties. 

(2) No municipal committee shall lease nasul properties 
of Government in its charge for a term exceeding five years 
without the previous sanction of the Deputy Commissioner 
or for a term exceeding ten years without the previous sanc¬ 
tion of the Commissioner. 

(3) No municipal committee shall sell nasul properties 
of Government in its charge without the previous sanction of 
Government. Applications for such sanction should be sub¬ 
mitted to Government through Deputy Commissioner and 
Commissioner in the form appended to this rule, accompanied 
when necessary by a rough plan. When the sale has been 
completed the statement should be re-submitted to Govern¬ 
ment, for confirmation of sale, with the result of the sale 
detailed on the reverse provided that if the property is sold 
by auction and the price realized is not less than 75 per 
cent, of the price accepted by the Gove^’nment when the pro¬ 
posals for sale were submitted for sanction, the sale may be 
confirmed by the Commissioner without further reference to 
Government. 


^Added by Punjab Government Notification No. 30160, dated the 
2lgt November, 1933. 

• Amended by Punjab Government Notification 21286, dated 
26th July 1926, and as amended by the Municipal Account Code of 
1930. 
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{Orders of the Local Government.) 

1. “ Nazul land ’ ’ means Government land situated within a muni¬ 
cipal area. I^and vested in, or in posaesison of a municiiSal committee 
must therefore be either (a) Nazul or (6) acquired by purchase. The 
presumption is that the land is Nazul unless it can be shown that it 
has been acquired by purchase. 

(Punjab Government Finance Department letter No. 10712/L. 
S. G. dated the 5th April, 1927.) 

2. ^ (1) “ Nazul ” includes (infer alia) any immovable property 
belonging to Government within the limits of a municipality or notified 
area and not definitely assigned to the charge of a Departmoit other 
than the Revenue Department: 

Provided that— 

(i) The definition will not apply to lands in new cokny towns, 
that is to say, to lands in any place which had not been 
constituted a municipality or notified area before the 
cdlooy was started. 





102^ aCNERAL ADMXNISTBATION KITtES 


(t«) Nt>r will it apply to lands comprised in any extension (made 
subsequent to a colony being started) of the limits of 
existing municipalities and notified areas in cokaiy tracts. 

(in) Nor will it apply to any unalienated lands in towns of the 
older colonies, unless such lands were situated within the 
limits of a municipality or notified area prior to the 
commencement of colonization operations. 

(2) . The sale-proceeds of Nazul lands will be credited to 
Government and classified under the head “ XXXV—Miscellaneous— 
Ehctraordinary items” and will be wholly Imperial or wholly Provincial 
according as they are in excess of Rs. 10,000 or otherwise. 

(Punjab Government, letter No. 6066-(Pinl.), dated the 22nd 
March 1917.) 

(3) . The local Government has issued the following instruc¬ 
tions in regard to the principles which local officers should observe in 
naJdng recommendations regarding the action of Government in cases 
of encroachments on Nazul land vested in local bodies. Tlie instructions 
distinguish between encroachments of more than 30 and less than 30 
years respectively since the legal position of the Government is 
different in the two cases. 

(a) In the case of encroachments which date back more than 30 
years and less than 60 years, Government has liberty of action. 

(t) In cases where the land encroached upon should clearly be 
restored to its original purpose, and Government can 
make no other use of it, Government should lodge a civil 
suit provided that the local body agrees in writing to pay 
to Government the cost of litigation whether the suit be 
successful or not. ^ If the local body declines to give an 
undertaking to this effect, no action need be taken. 

(ti) In cases where it is not necessary to restore the land to its 
original u^ the acti(m of Government wilt be determined 
by expediency and its own interest. If a compromise 
cannot be reached with the encroacher, either for purchase 
or lease of the land encroached upon, the civil suit should 
be lodged: provided that a suit is likely to be successful 
and that the value of the land is sufiScient to compensate 
for the trouble and odium involved. The cost of the suit 
will be paid by Grovemment and the sale-proceeds or the 
income of the land will be credited to Go\'emment. 

(b) In the ca.se of encroachments which date back less than 30 
years Goveniment should take direct action only after the reasonable 
opportunity bas been given to the local body to take acticm. When an 
encroachment is discovered, the local body should be ^ven full in¬ 
formation in regard to it and should be asked to state within a speci¬ 
fied time which ordiiarily should not exceed six months, firstly 
whether it considers it necessary that the land encroached upon 
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should be restored to the former use so ttiat it may coatinue to vest 
in the local body, and secondly if it so considers, whether it is pre- 
I»redtolod|^ a civil suit against the encroacher within a specified 
time which should ordinarily not exceed 12 months. At the same 
time the local body should be infcsmed that if it di^ not desire the 
restoration of the property to its former use or if it is ^ prepared 
to lodge a civil suit for the purpose within the time specitied, Gov^- 
ment as owner of tl^ laud will regard itself as free to take such actkxi 
as it may consider proper. 

(c) If the reply of the local body is to the effect that it does 
not consider it necessary to restore the land encroached upon, to its 
former use, the action of Gtovemment will be determined by the consid* 
erations noentioned in sub-para (o' (ii) of this paragraph. If a civil 
suit is lodged the Gbvernment will make the local l^y a pro'forvm 
party, but the Government will need the cost of litigation and will 
take the benefit consequent on a successful issue. 

(d) If the local body refuses or fails to lodge a civil suit with¬ 
in the period specified then the action of Government will be deter¬ 
mined by the same considerations as are indicated above; but it will 
not except in special cases be prepared to take action where the land 
encroached upon should be restored to its original purpose. 

[Punjab Government Finance Department letter No. I0712/I*. 
S. G. (Laund Administration) dated 5th April 1927.] 

iVofs.— These instructions can only apply when the land encroached 
upon is a part of a street. In the case of encroachments on Nazvl 
lands other than “ streets ’ ’ limitation for its removal is 12 years 
so far as rights of committees are concerned and not 30 yeare as 
seems to have been assumed. 

3. Every committee incharge of a staging bungalow 
shall be bound to observe the rules with regard to staging 
bungalows laid down in Punjab Government Consolidab^ 
Circular No. 28, paragraphs 15 and 16, and no committee 
shall charge any traveller a fee in excess of the scale permit- 
ted by paragraph 17 and rule 25 of paragraph 16 of the 
said circular. 

4. (1) Every committee to which any property of 
Government has teen transferred for management, shall 
keep a proforma account of the income derived from such pro¬ 
perty including any grant received from the Government in 
respect thereof and of the expenditure thereon, and shall be 
responsible for the annual re^irs required for such property 
and for special repairs to tiie amount of the balance, if any, 
of income over expenditure since the property was transfer¬ 
red as shown in the pro forma account 

(2V No committee to whom any jnroperty of Government 
has teen transferred for management cause any repairs 
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or alterations to such property to be earned out in a style 
differing from that of the original work without the consent 
of the local Government in the l^blic Works Department. 

*(3) No committee in whom any land of Government 
vests or to whom any land of Government has been transfer- 
ed for management shall cause or suffer any buildings of a 
pemanent nature to be constructed on such land, or shall 
cause or suffer such land to be diverted permanently from its 
existing use without the consent of the local Government, 

Orders of the Local Government. 

The planting of gardens on Government lands on which such 
gardens did not exist when the lands were made over to local body, 
amounts to permanent diversion from the existing use, and therefore 
die consent of Gk)vemment to such diversion is necessary. (Punjab 
Government letter 51S/Ij. S. G. dated 6th January 1932.) 

•Paht III. 

1. (*) These rules may be called the Municipal Work 
Rules, *1925. 

(it) They shall come into force on the 6th day of 
Mareh 1925. 

2. In these rules, unless a different intention appears 
from the subject or context, the expression— 

(a) “ The Act means the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911. 

(&) “ Sanitary Board” means the Sanitary Board for 
the Punjab for the time being constituted under 
the orders of local Government. 

(f) “ Sanitary Engineer ” means the Engineer appoint¬ 
ed by the local Government to the Sanitary 
Board, and includes an En^neer for the time 
being discharging the duties of that office. 

(d) “ Sanitary projects ” and “ Sanitary works ” res¬ 
pectively, include all projects and works— 

(i) connected with the collection, storage, protection, 
supply, distribution and regulation of water 
for drinking and flushing; 


Notification No. 30031, dated 23rd November 

1927. 

•Substituted by P.G. Notification No. 5690, dated 4th March 1925 
as corrected by P. G. Notification No. 11900, dated 6th May 1925. 
•Added by P. G. Notification No. 12159, dated 19th April 1927. 
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l^ff) opnoaeted witli drainage, sewerage or the utaliza- 
tion of sewerage; ' 

(in) connecsled with the reflation of the sanitation of 
streets, slaugbter-muses, markets, lodging 
houses serais, bathing ghats and other pub^ 
places; or 

(iv) subsidiary to or connected with or relating to the 
construction and maintenance of water and 
flood and draini^e channels and sewers and 
street gutters; 

(e) “ Administrative approval*’ means a pronouncement 

by the authority empowered by these rules ttoat a 
projected work is suitable and desirable. 

(f) “Technical sanction” means the sanction of the 

autlrority empowered by these rules to the detail, 
ed plans and estimates of a projected work. 

(y) “ Electricity Board ” means the Punjab Electricity 
Board appointed by the local Qovermnent by 
resolution No. 1566-G., dated the 6th May 1922, 
Or for the time being constituted under the 
orders of the local Government. 

(h) “ Electrical Engineer” means an engineer appointed 
by the local Government to discharge the duties 
of Electrical Engineer and Electric Inspector 
under its authority. 

(*) Electrical works” and “Electrical projects’’include 
all works and projects for the generation, 
distribution or utilization of electrical energy 
for any purpose except the transmission of a 
message. 


3. For the purposes of these rules every committee 
shall be deemed to belong to the class notified under sub-sec¬ 
tion (6) of Section 4 of the Act: provided that for the pur- 
pc»e of the grant of technical sanction the local Govern¬ 
ment shall have power after consulting the Committee to 
I'eduee a first class Municipal Committee to the second class 
in ^ event of its entertaining’ an inadequate^ engineering 


Classifica¬ 
tion of Com¬ 
mittees 


• 4 . 

4. (») No original woi* shall be undertaken by a first Limitation 
clMs committee if it involves an expenditure of Us. ^,000 or f , 
moij, or by a second class Committee if it involves ah Wc- 
lahOiture of Ra. 15,000 or more without the administrative trative a p - 
•pproval of higher authority. p«»vai. 
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(«) If “the proposed expenditure exceeds Rs. 50,000 in 
the case of a samtary work the administrative approval of 
the Sanitary Board and in the case of other works tiiat of 
^iovernment in the Local Self-Government Department shall 
he obtained. If the proposed ex^nditure is Rs. 50,000 or less 
the higher authority whose administrative approval is requir¬ 
ed under sub-rule (i) shall be the Commissioner.*^ 

{Ui) Before according such administrative approval the 
authority concerned shall satisfy itself by a reference to 
Government in the Local Self-Government Department or 
o^rwise, that— 

{a) funds for the execution of the work are likely to be 
forthcoming within the next two years, and 

(6) funds to an amount approved by the authority 
according technical sanction are likely to be 
forthcoming annually for maintenance after 
completion of the work. 

5. (») In cases other than those provided for by rules 4 
and 9 no original work shall be undertaken by a committee 
until administrative approval has been accorded to the work 
by formal resolution of Ihe Conunittee, 

(it) No committee shall accord administrative approval 
to an original work unless surii rough estimates and plans 
have been submitted to it as may be required by the authority 
whose technical sanction to the work is necessary under 
these rules. 

(Hi) Before according such administrative approval the 
Committee shall satisfy itself that— 

(o) funds for the execution of the work are likely to be 
forthcoming within the next two years, and 

(i) funds to an amount approved by the authority 
according technical sanction are likely to te 
forth-coming for annual maintenance after 
completion of the work. 

’ “ 6. (1) No original work shall be undertaken by a 
first class committee if it involves an expenditure of five 
thousand rupees or more or by a second class committee if 
it involves an expenditure of two thousand five hundred 
rupees or more, unless the technical sanction of the compet- 


dated* iSSf^ril 1927 Government Notification Na 12150, 
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authority has previously been obtained as provided in 
suli^nite (2). 

; (2) The authority competent to j^rant technical sanc¬ 
tion for an origitml work shall be 

(a) in the case of an electrical work, the Electrical 
Engineer to the Punjab Government; 

(ft) in Ihe case of a sanitary work:— 

(») the Sanitary Engineer to Government, Puiijah, 
if the expenditure involved is five thousand 
rupees or more; or 

(»*) the Executive Sanitary Engineer, if the expen¬ 
diture involved is less than five thousand 
rupees; 

(c) in the case of any other work — 

(*) the Superintending Engineer, Public Works De¬ 
partment, BuUmngs and Roads Branch, if the 
expenditure involved is five thousand rupees 
or more; or 

(»») the Executive Engineer, Public Works Depart¬ 
ment, Buildings and Roads Branch, if the ex¬ 
penditure involved is less than five thousand 
rupees; 

Provided that if Government standard plans and rates 
approv^ by the Executive Engineer are adopted by the 
Committee for any work other than an electrical or sani¬ 
tary work it shall not be necessary to obtain technical sanc; 
tion for such work; 

Provided further that no officer of the Public Works 
Department shall accord technical sanction for any work of 
which the estimated cost is in excess of the cost of a work 
for wMch he is empowered to give technical sanction urder the 
rules of that department, without the previous approval of the 
higher authority empowered to give technical sanction under 
those rules. 

(3) The Committee shall be bound <lurlng the execu¬ 
tion of a work falling under sub-rule (1) or sub-rule (2) of 
this rule, to give effect to all mo<lifications and to conform 
to all conditions imposed by the sanctioning authority with 
regard to such work. 

(4) The local Government may, in the case of any Com* 
raittee, on such conditions as it may deem lit to prescribe and 
for a period not exceeding three^ years, raise by notification 
the limits of exi^enditnre prescribed in clauses (1) and (2) 
of this rule. 
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* 7. H the detailed estimates of any project, nsliSi pre¬ 

pared exceed the amount administratively approved by 10 per 
cent or mcare, or if it becomes ap^ent during the execution 
of any work ti>at the amount administratively ‘approved wiE 
be exceeded by 10 per cent, or more owing to increase of 
rates or other causes the revised administrative approval of 
the ccanpetent authority to the increased expenditure shall be 
o^in^ without delay. Similarly revised administrative 
apprcwal t^ll be obtained to important modifications of the 
imopojttl originally approved, even thongh the cost tiiereof 
may be covered by savings on other items. 

8. If the local Government, the Sanitaj^ Board, the 
Electricity Board or any other Board or authority established 
by the local Government is to contribute any portion of the 
cost of work, administrative approval and technical sanction 
shall be accorded by such authority as the local government 
or the authority concerned may appoint in this behalf, any. 
tiring 4o the contrary in these rules notwithstanding. 

(Note.—See Punjab Government Notification No. 29736, dated 24th 
October 1928.) 

9. In eases other than those provided for in rules 6 and 
■8 no original work shall be undertaken by a committee with¬ 
out the technical sanction of the Municipal Engineer, or, if 
there is no Municipal Engineer, of such person as the Com¬ 
missioner may appoint in this behalf. 

>9-A. No committee shall enter into any agreement 
with any El^tric Supply Company for the punAase of 
electrical energy or for the supply of any material or ,tbe 
maintenance of any works for the purpose of or relatii^ to 
the supply of such ener^, unless the terms on w’huih such 
energy or such material is to be supplied or such works are 
to be maintained by such company have been approved by 
the local Government; and every application for such approval 
shall be forwarded to the local Government throqgh the 
Deputy Commissioner, the Commissioner and the Electri^ 
Engineer. 

10. (*) Every application from a committee for a grant- 
in-aid for an original work shall be submitted with a eopy-of 
the order of administrative approval or with an application 
for administrative approval as the case may be tWugb the 
Commissioner (o) to the Sanitary or Electricity ^ard for 
sanitary or electrical works, and (&) to the local Government 
for other works. 


^Added by Punjab Government Notification No. 16049, dated 31at 
May 1927. 



W) No »BcbjgraBA*m4iid adudl be credited to tbe munjcip^l 
fnm wtii jH^eeiibed edooinistrative appxyval and tocht^l 
aanetion is aeecK’ded to the work for whi^ the i^raat-iO’atd is 
sotighi: provided that the Sanitary Boai^ may credit a ^aot- ' 
io-^d in advance of technical sanction if for any spwial. reason 
it deans it advi^We to begin the woric on the rough project. 

\iii) 'Pie eomndttee shall not permit a work for winch a 
grant-in-aid has been promised or given to be started without 
wie previous sanction of the authority which has promised or 
given sudi grant-in-aid. 

11. No person shall be appointed by a oommmittee as its 
Jdmiieipal Engineer if he does not possess at least the follow, 
ing tewoksal qualifications 

(a) In the case of a brat class Committee such qualifi¬ 
cations as are prescribed by the local Government 
for the recruitment of officers to the Provincial 
Engineering Service and in addition 10 years’ 
professional standing; 

In the case of a second class Committee such 
qualifications as are required for the Punjab Sub¬ 
ordinate Engineering Service, and in addition a 
three years’ professional standing: providoi that 
a first class Committee with the previous sanc¬ 
tion of the local Government and a second iClass 
Committee with the previous sanction of the Com¬ 
missioner, may, subject to siwh conditions as may 
be prescribed, appoint an engineer who doos not 
poss^ these qualifications: 

‘^Provided that nothing contained in this rule shall 
apply to the temporary appointment as municipal engineer 
<of any person for a period or periods not exceeding in the 
aggregate three months. 

12. No person shall be appointed by a Committee to 
any office connected with sanitary or other works, other than 
the office of Municipal Engineer the proper disehaige of 
which requires the exercise of professional skill if he does 
not possess such qualifications as the local Government may 
from time to time by general or special order prescribe. 

13. (1) Preliminary surveys, plans, specifications and 
estimates for works diall ordinarily be prepared by the 
Municipal Engineer. 

(2) When a Municipal Committee resolves not to employ 
its own permanent agency for the preparation of the preli- 


’Added by Punjab Government Notification No. 34900, dated 
27th Nbvetql^ 1928. 


Qualilica' 
t i o n of 
Munici pal 
Engineer. 


Qualt6« 
lion of ot* 
Engineerin 
Staff. 


Prepaiat- 
o f preli« 
nary pla 
etc. 



1030 OssiiifiiLiOMiimm 

minary surveya, plans, specifications and estimates for any 
reject which requires tl|ie administrative approval of ifigher 
authority under these rules, it ehall apply to that atttkifrity 
Preparation necessapy professioDJti staff to prepare all prelitni- 

0 £ detailed nary surveys, {dans, specifications and ^timates. 

SSution "o1 14. (1) If technical sanction to a project is within the 

powers of the Municipal Engineer, he shall be deemed 
emupetent to prepare the detail^ surveys, plans, specifica- 
tions and estimates and execute the work. 

(2) If the technical sanction of higher authoiity is 
required the Municipal Committee may resolve to worts 
through its own engineering staff and shall in that ease 
obtain a written certificate from the Sanitary En^neer in 
the case of sanitary works, from the Electrical En^neer in 
the ease of electrical works and from the Superintending 
Engineer in the case of other works to the effect that the 
said staff is competent to prepare the detailed plans, speci¬ 
fications, surveys and estimates and to execute the work. 

(3) If the certificate required under suUrule (2) of this 
rule is not given, the Municipal Committee shall have the 
said surveys, plans, specifications and the estimates carried 
out by the Sanitary, Electrical or Superintending Engineers 
as the case may be, or by some person or persons nominated 
by them and it shall not employ any other agency without 
their prerious consent in writing. 

*15. The Committee shall pay to Government on 
account of services rendered by officers of the Public Works 
Department including the Sanitary Engineer but excluding 
the Electrical Engineer for whose services the scale of fees 
payable was notified in Notification No. 820-6/6976, dated 
the 31 st July 1922, and No. 829-6/14216 (Industries), 
dated 8th May 1923, the fees detailed in the following table, 
namely:— 


‘Amended by Punjab Government Notification 21168, dated 10th 
August 1927. 
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loai 


0 'iisJcription of work. 


For visiting a site anJ 
giving advice prepa- 
ratory to design *_ 


If tbe fsstimated 
cost of the ‘Work 
is less than Ks. 

I 10.0Q0-- 


If the esUniated 
cost of work 
is from Ks 10.000 
to Rs. 29>999. 


If the estimated 
I cost of the work 
is Rs. 30,000 cir 
I over. 


For the preparation 
of preliminary, 
and estimates by cubic 
measurement or other¬ 
wise. _ 


-V^avellinK allowanceliccording to Government rules 
iplus a fee of r“ 50 for each day or .part of a day. 

I per cent, of 
the estimated 


Ij per cent, of 
the estimated cost. 


1 per cent. of 
the estimated cost. 


t cost. 


! 


For the preparation 
of general drawing 
plans,* estimates, eleva¬ 
tions. sections and 
spemficati^n _ 


1 per cent, of the \ ij p«r cent, of the 
estimated cost. 1 estimated cost. 


I per cent, of 
the estimated 
cost. 


For the preparation 
of half inch, full size 
and other detail draw¬ 
ings^___ 


li per cent of 1 1 per cent, of the J pe.rcem of the 

the entimated costi estimated cost , estimated cost. 


For interviews and 
correspondence w i th 

the Engineer in charge 
of construction to an 
extent not amounting 
to supervision . . — 


Ij per cent of 
the estimated cost. 


1 per cent of the 
estimated cost 


j per cent, of 
the estimated 
cost. 


3 per cent, of the 
estimated cost 


For the supervision i 
of construction in- ! 
eluding periodical j 

inspection to the ex- 1 
tent necessary to en- | 
sure efiScient c onstruc* 
tion and the issue of 
all necessary orders 
regarding the work 
and the tendering of 
advice during execu¬ 
tion.___ 

For the preparation, 
plans and estimates 
and construction through 
the staff of the Public 
Works Department. 

tFor preparation of a plan of the town 

where none already exists, and such prepara- 
tion is an essential preliminary to 
tion of the plans and estimate for the work 
under consideration . 


i pei cent of the 
estimated cost. 


2 per cent, of 
the estimated 
cost. 


Full departmental charge-^. 


Such sum as may be agrtied up¬ 
on in such case before the pre¬ 
paration of the plan is taken in 
hand. 


•Added lay Punjab Government NotificaUon No. 12159, dated 

t A^ed by Punjab Government Notification No. 36225, dated 
]>seenfi>er 1930. 


6th 


dDjab Edu- 
tion Code 
-idi&g o ti 
>mmjtteesc 


]|Q33 ^ai^jnpuuf. 

.*16. The «oauiuttee shi^il pay to Qovemnent oaiioiioaQi 

of services rendered by the Consulting Architect to Govern^ 
meat Punjab, flie fees detailed in the lollowing table, name* 
lys—. 


Description of work 

If the estimated 
cost of the work 
is less than Rs. 
10,000, 

If the estimated 
cost of the work 
is Rs. 10,000 or 
more, but less 
than Rs. 30.000. 

If the estimated 
cost of the work 
is Rs. 30,000 or 
, more. 

For visiting a site and 
giving advice prepara¬ 
tory to desigir or during I 
execution of work. 

Travelling allowance according to Government ruiea 
plus a fee of 50 rupees for each day or part of a day, 

For the preparation 
of preliminary plans 
and estimates by 

cubic measurement or 
otherwise 

2i per cent of the- Ij per cent, of the 
estimated cost. ' estimated cost 

Zi per cent, of tbej li per cent, of the , 
estimated cost. ' estimated cost. ! 

1 i 

j li per cent, of 

1 the estimated 
cost. 

1 

For the preparation 
of general plans, eleva¬ 
tions. sections and speci¬ 
fications. 

li per cent, of 

1 the estimated 
cost. 

For the preparation 
of half inch, full size 
and other detailed draw¬ 
ing. 

per cent, of thei 
estimated cost , 

Ij per cent, of the 
estimated cost. 

! 

li per cent, of 
the estimated 
cost 

For correspondence 

and interviews with 
the Engineer in charge 
of construction to an 
extent, not amounting 
to supervision, 

per cend of the 
estimated cost. 

1 

I 

1 

i 

! 

i 

1| per cent, of the 
estimated cost 

1 

liper cent of 

1 the estimated 
cost. 


IV-PtTBLIC InSTHUCTION. 

1. Every Committee shall be bound by the rules con¬ 
tained in the Punjab Education Code for the time teing in 
force so far as they apply to local bodies. 

'Added by Punjab Government Notification 21168, dated 10th 
August 1927 and corrected by Notification No. 36836, dated 13tfi 
Dewmber 1930. ' 





Gawur«l ElectiM ftd«i «ivlie«ble to Mualeq^Mlitin In; 
the Paiiji&, vtdo Notifiention No. 18030 of 280i 
MiV 1930, M snhteqaently amended. 

RULES. 

Part I. 

1. (1) Theae rules may be called the Municipal Elee^ 
tion Rules, 1930. 

(2) They shall come into force on the first day of 
October, 1930. 

2. In these rules unless there is anything repujjjnant in 
the subject or context— 

(o) “ Constituency ” means a class or ward, for the r^ 
presentation of which a member or members is 
or are to be or has or have been elected under 
these rules ; 

*(oa) “ Gazetted Officer ” means a Government servant 
belonging to any all-India specialist or provin¬ 
cial service or any other Government servant 
holding a post which may have been declared by 
competent authority to be a gazetted post. 

{b) “ Newly constituted committee ” means a commit¬ 
tee of which the members have been elected at a 
general election or appointed about the time of a 
general election, but have not yet taken their 
seats; 

(c) “ Oath of allegiance means the oath of affirma¬ 

tion of allepance prescribed by Section 12-A® 
of the Act; 

(d) ** Roll ” means the roll of persons entitled to vote 

at an election under these rules; 

{«) “ The Act ” means the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911J 

’(f) “Treasury” means a Government Treasury of 
Sub-Treasury or a Bank to which the Govern¬ 
ment Treasury business has been made over. 

3. A general election shall, unless the local Govern¬ 
ment otherwise directs, be held for all seats on a committee 
that are to be filled by election on such date or dates as the 
Deputy Commissioner may determine, and notice of tiie date 


’ Added vide Punjab Government Notification No 34368, dated Ist 
November, 1932. 

* Should be read as Section 24. 
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Term o f 
o tti c e of 
m iinbers 


Administra¬ 
tion of oath 
of allegiance 


or dates so determined shall be published not less than six 
weeks before snefi date or the first of such dates by being 
posted at the office of the Deputy Commissioner and at the 
office of the municipal committee and at such other places as 
the Deputy Commissioner may direct: 

Provided that in the case of the committees of Simla, 
Murree, Dalhousie and Dharmsala such dates shsdl not be 
earlier than the fifteenth day of May or later than the thir- 
Ueth day of September; 

Provided further that the local Government may at any 
time not less than ten days before the first of the dates so de¬ 
termined direct that the elections shall be postponed to such 
other date or dates as may be prescribed not more than thirty 
days later than the date or dates originally determined, and 
no proceedings taken prior to the date of such direction 
shall be invalid merely on account of such postponement. 

* 3-A. If on the application of any party to an election 
petition local Government is satisfied that there are reason¬ 
able grounds for the transfer of a ease from the court of the 
commission appointed to hear the election petitions, it may 
make a fresh appointment as provided by sub-rule (2) above. 

Note. —This rule ought to follow role 82 and the reference 
to sub-rule (2) seems to refer to sub-rule of rule 82. 

4. Subject to the provisions of the Act, the term of 
office of a memter of a committee shall be three years from 
the date of taking his seat or until the date of the meeting 
appointed under the provisions of rule 5 for the admimstra- 
tion of the oath of allegiance to members of a newly consti¬ 
tuted committee, whichever period is less. 

* 5. (1) The Deputy Commissioner or any other Gazetted 
Officer appointed by him in this behalf, shall, as soon as 
possible, after the notifiealion of the appointment and 
election of members of such committee fix at 48 hours 
notice a date for the first meeting of the newly con.slituted 
committee, stating in such notice, that at such meeting, 
the oath of allegiance will be administered to the members 
present and that the President and the \ iee-President 
or the Vice-Presidents will be elected, the aforementioned 
officer presiding over such meeting until after tlie 
election of the President and Vice-President; and such 
meeting shall be deemed to be validly convened meeting 
of the committee notwithstanding anything contained 

'Added by Punjab Go\ eminent Notification No. 7566, dated 
15 th March 1933 reference to sub-rule ajipearR to be wronger the 
rule is misplaced and ought to follow rule 82. 

*Aine5ded by Notification No. 34268, Ist November 1932, 
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in any bye<lawa made under provisions of Section 31 of the 
Act and the administration of the oath of allegiance and the 
election of the President or Vice-Presidents diall be recorded 
as part of the proceedings in the minutes of the meeting. 

Amended by Notification No. 34368, dated 1st November 1932. 

(2) The oath of allegiance shall be administered to 
any member of a newly constituted committee who was not 
present at the meeting convened under the provisions of 
sub-rule (1) or to a member elected or appointed to fill a 
casual vacancy by the ehairntan of the meeting at ‘ which 
such member appears to take such oath. 

^ (3) The Deputy Commissioner may, in the absence or 
illness of both of the President and of the Vice-President or 
Vice-Presidents or if the offices of the President and Vice- 
President are vacant convene a meeting of the committee and 
the members present thereat shall elect a member to be a 
chairman of the meeting and may transact any business at 
such meeting of the committee notwithstanding anything con¬ 
tained in any bye-laws made under provisions of Section 31 
of the Act. 

6. No person shall be entitled to be entered as a voter 
on any roll unless he— 

(<*) is a male British subject or a male natural born 
subject of a State in India and had on the first 
day of the month in which the roll is published 
under the provisions of the sub-rule (1) of the 
rule 8 attained the age of 21 years; and 
provided that if at a special meeting of the com¬ 
mittee of which the electorate is communal re¬ 
solves that the franchise shall be extended to 
women, the local Government shall issue a notifi¬ 
cation to the effect that the word “ male ” shall 
be omitted from this clause in respect of the 
election of members of that committee; 

(b) has not been adjudged by a competent court to be 

of unsound mind; and 

(c) had in the case of municipalities other than thoee 

of Dalhousie, Dharmsala, Murree and Simla 
ordinarily resided or carried on business within 
the municipality for the twelve months preced¬ 
ing the first day of the month in which the 
mil is published under the pro\isions of sub-rule 
(1) of rule 8; and 


‘Amended by Notification No. 34268, dated Isi November, 1932, 
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(rf) is otherwise eligible under the spedtil rules apjjli* 
cable to the Municipal Committee for which the 
roll is being prepared, 

7. (1) Except with the sanction of the local Govern- 
■ ment which may be granted in respect of any person or class 
of persons, no person other than a British subject or a 
natural born subject of a State in India shall be eli^ble for 
election as a member of a municipal committee. 

(2) No person dial! be eligible for election as a member 
of a municipal committee who— 

(a) is not entered as a voter on a roll of a constituency 

in the municipality; or 

(b) is under contract as regards work to be done for, 

or goods to be supplied to, the municipal committee; 

or 

(c) receives any remuneration out of the municipal 

fund for services rendered to the municipal com¬ 
mittee ; or 

(^0 has, within live years from the date fixed for the 
nomination of candidates under the provisions of 
rule 15, been proscribed from Government employ¬ 
ment; or 

(^) has, at any time within five years from the date 
fixed for the nomination of candidates under the 
provisions of rule 15, been serving a sentence of 
imprisonment for a period exceeding one year; or 

(/) is an undischarged insolvent or being a discharged 
insolvent has not obtained from the court a certifi¬ 
cate that his insolvency was caused by misfortune 
without any misconduct on his part; or 
(S) is a whole-time salaried Government official ; or 
(h) cAnnot, or if he is blind, could not before he became 
blind, read and write, Urdu, English, Hindi (in 
Gevanagri script) or Punjabi (in Persian or 
Qurmukhi script): 

Prorided that the local Government may, in cases, not 
covered by Section 13 of the India Electoral Offences and 
Inquiries Act, 1920, exempt any person or class of persons 
from the disqualification contained in clause (b), (c), Id), 
(0 or (/), of this sub rule; 

^ Provided further that nothing contained in clause (c) 
shall debar a person who receives as president, salary sanc- 

’ Added, amended and -substituted by Notification No. 34368, dated 
ISt November, 1932. 
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tloned by the local Government under Section 53 of the Act 
from standing for election or re-election aiS the memter of 
the committee. 

* Explanation .— For the purposes of this sub-rule, a copyist 
who receives some Government fees of which the amount 
varies from month to month and a public prosecutor are not 
whole time salaried Government officials. 

^8. (1) The Deputy Commissioner shall cause a roll for 

each constituency of a municipality to be prepared in form 1 
and published at a convenient time not more than one 
hundred and twenty days before the date or the first of the 
dates fixed or to be fixed under the provisions of rule 3 for 
a general election, together with a notice intimating the date 
not less than twenty-one days from the date of the notice by 
udiieh objections or claims with regard to the rolls may be 
presented and the Revising Authority or Authorities to whom 
they may be presented. 

(2) The name of voters on the rolls shall be arranged in 
alphabetical order and numbered serially by constituencies, 

(3) Notwithstanding any thing contained in these rules 
or in any special rules applicable to any individual municipal 
committee, no persons shall be entitled to vote in respect of 
more than one alternative qualilication, or to give more than 
one vote, and no person shall be recorded as a voter in more 
than one electoral roll. 

(4) The name of every person who is entitled to be regis¬ 
tered as a voter on a roll shall in the first instance be enter¬ 
ed on the roll of the constituency in which he resided, pro¬ 
vided that if such person so desires his name shall be entered 
on the roll of the constituency, if any, w'herefrom he derives 
any part of his qualifications. 

(5) For the purposes of rule 6 and this rule a person 
may be presumed to reside in a constituency if he owns a 
residential house or a share in the residential house in the 
<*-onstituency; provided that the house has during the twelve 
months preceding the date of which the roll is published 
under the provisions of sub-rule (1) not been let on rent 
either in whole or in part. 

(G) Copies of the rolls and the notice shall be posted at 
the office of the Deputy Commissioner and at the. office of the 
committee and at such other places as the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner may determine and the copy shall be made available 
for sale at a price to be fixed by the Deputy Commissioner 

• * As amended by Notificatiw No. 34368, dated Isl November 1932, 
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and the proceeds of such a sale shall be credited to, Municipal 
Fund. 


* 9 . The Deputy Commissioner may appoint any Gazetted 
officer of Government to be a revising authority for the pur¬ 
pose of hearing claims or objections relating to Rolls and 
may specify the constituency or constituencies for which he 
shall be the revising authority. 

10 . (1) When a roll has been published under the pro¬ 
visions of rule 8, claims and objections relating to the in¬ 
clusion of names in, or their exclusion from, the roll may be 
presented to the appropriate Revising Authority named in 
the notice published with the roll by four o’clock of the after¬ 
noon of the date specilied in such notice provided that— 

(a) a claim shall not relate to more than one person, 
shall be in writing, shall be verified oy the claimant 
and shall be presented by him or by a duly 
authorized agenc appointed by authority in writing 
signed by the claimant and verihed by such agent 
and, if such agent is not a legal practitioner, by a 
magistrate, sub-registrar of the registration 
department, zaildar, lambardar or member of a 
local authority; and 

>(&) an objection shall not be made except by a person 
whose name is on a roll of the municipality, shall 
not relate to more than one person, shall be in 
writing, shall be verilied by the objector, shall be 
accompanied by a duplicate copy for service on the 
person to whom objection is taken and shall be 
presented by him personally or by an agent duly 
authorized in the manner prescribed in clause (aj 
together with a copy thereof. 

(2) If a claim or objection is presented by an agent tlie 
Revising Authority shall not receive it unless such agent has 
certified in writing that such claim or objection was signed 
by the claimant or objector in his presence, and that the 
person who so signed it is the person whom he represents 
himself to be in such claim or objection. 

(3) Any person whose name is entered on the roll of a 
constituency may by means of a claim apply to have his 
name transferred to the roll of another constituency if he 
owns a building or carries on business in such other consti- 

* Amended by Notification No. 34368, dated Ist November 1932. 



aBNERAL EU?r!TlON BULBS 


1039 


tuency, and such claim shall be pre^snted to the Revising 
Authority for such other constituency. , 

(4) The Revising Authority shall maintain a Register 
of Claims in form II and a Register of Objections in form 
III in which he shall cause to be entered at the time of its 
receipt particulars of every claim or objection, as the case 
may be, received. 

Note .—No stamp is necessary on a petition relating to claims and 
objections. 


Orders of focal Government. 

JV^ote.—The local Government has ruled that under rule 10 (l)(fl) 
of the Municipal Electioas Rules 1930, the verification of a claim by 
an Agent who is not a legal practitioner is necessary in addition to 
that bv a Magistrate or Sub-Registrar. (Punjab Government 
letter No. 21877/L.S.G.C., dated 22nd August 1933.) 

11. When a Re\ising Authority receives an ob,iection 
presented under the provisions of rule 10, he shall cause one 
copy of it to be served on the person to whom objection is 
taken, provided that if an objection or claim is presented by 
a person from whom he is not authorized to receive it under 
the provisions of rule 9, he shall return it to the person 
presenting it for presentation to the appropriate Revising 
Authority; and when the period prescribed for the presenta¬ 
tion of claims and objections has expired, he shall forthwith 
post at his office a list of all claims and objections received 
together with a notice showing the dates on which and the 
place at which such claims and objections will be heard, pro¬ 
vided that in no ease shall a date be fixed less then seven 
days or more than twenty-eight days from the date on which 
such list was posted. 

12. (1)* On the date and at the place fixed under the 
provisions of rule 11, the Revising Authority shall call up the 
claims or objections in the order in which they are entered in 
the list posted under the provisions of the said rule, shall 
dismiss any case in which the claimant or objector is not 
present or is not represented, and after hearing the parties 
concerned or their authorized agents and, in the ease of a 
claim, any person who objects to the admission of such claim, 
and such evidence as may be produced and may to him 
appear necessary, shall reject any claim or objection which 
does not comply with the provisions of clause (a) or clause 
(6) of proviso of sub-rule (1) of rule 10 or was received 
after four o’clock of the afternoon of the date specified in 

* Amended bv Notification No. 34368, dated the 1st November 
1932, 
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the notice pablished under the provisions of sub rale (1 )■ of 
rule 8 and shall pass such orders in any other ease as he 
may deem fit, 

^ (2) No appeal shall lie from the order of a Revirfng 
Authority passed under provisions of sub-rule (1), bat any 
person aggrieved may within three days from the date of 
such order apply to the Deputy Commissioner for revision 
of the orders and the Deputy Commissioner may confirm 
such order or set aside and pass such other orders with 
respect to the claim or objection as he may deem fit and 
such orders of the Deputy Commissioner shall be final. 

(3) Every order passed by a Revising Authority under 
sub-rule (1) and not set aside under sub-rule (2) and every 
order passed by the Deputy Commissioner under sub-rule 
(2) shall be final and shall not be called in question either 
by a Commission appointed under Part VI of these rules or 
by any court. 

13 . (1) A Revising Authority, as soon as he has dispos¬ 
ed of all claims and objections presented to him and in any 
ease not later than thirly days from the date by which under 
the provisions of sub-rule (1) of rule 8 claims and objections 
must be presented, shall forward a list of such claims and 
objections and of his orders accepting or rejecting them to 
the Deputy Commissioner, who shall cause the roll to be 
corrected accordingly and shall then either reprint and 
republish the roll so corrected, or if he deems fit, shall repub¬ 
lish the preliminary roll pablished under the provisions of 
sub rule (1) of rule 8, together with a list of additions and 
corrections: provided that in any ease copies duly corrected 
shall be made available for sale as soon as may be after 
republication has been made. 

(2) Any roll republished under the provisions of sub- 
rule (1) with or without a list of additions and corrections, 
as the case may ye, shall come into force from the date of 
such republication and shall continue in force until a fresh 
roll is prepared and republished under the provisions of sub¬ 
rule (1) for the purposes of the next general election of 
members: provided that the local Government may by notifi¬ 
cation direct the preparation in accordance with these rules 
of a fresh roll at any time. 


f'orreetjon 14 . (1) Any person whose name is on the roll of a con- 

o f clerical stitucncy may at any time bring to the notice of the Deputy 
inToii’s. C!oJMK|issioner by application in writing in any form any 
error in the entry in the roll relating to his name which is a 

^ Sotetituted by Notification *No, 34368, dated the 1st November 
1932. 
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clerieal error and tJie Deputy Oomtnissioner may at any 
time make or cause to be made sudi correction in roll as 
he may d^m necessary in respect of such dntry. 

(2) Any person whose name was entered on , a roll 
published under the provisions of sub-rule (1) of rule 8 may 
if his name is omitted from the roil republished under the 
provisions of sub-rule (1) of rule 13 and no order for such 
omission has been passed under the provisions of rule 12, 
apply to the Deputy Commissioner for the restoration of his 
nmne to such roll and the Deputy Commissioner shall cause 
his name to be restored accordingly. 

iVoie*—Under the Court P. es Act, 1870, it is not necessary to 
affix a stamp on an application presented under this rule. 

15. The Deputy Commissioner shall, by notice posted Dates, to be 
at his office and at the office of the committee, hx a date for 

the nomination of candidates for election, not less than e"s 

twenty days before the date fixed for the election, and not scratmy 

less than fifteen days after the publication of the "ions"”'""* 
notice and not less than seven days after- the republication of 
the roll under the proxisions of sub-rule (1) of rule 13, and 
a date not more than seven days after the date fixed for the 
nomination of candidates for the scrutiny of nominations. 

16. (t) Any pei’son not ineligible for membership of Nomination 
the committee under the provisions of rule 7 or of any other ^tes. 
rules or of the Act or of any otlrer Act may be nominated as 

a candidate for election, provided that on or before the date 
fixed for the nomination of candidates under the provisions 
of rule In, between the hours of eleven o’clock of the fore¬ 
noon and three o’clock of the afternoon he shall either in 
person or by his proposer and seconder together or by a duly 
authorized agent appointed by authority in writing signed 
by him and, unless such agent is a legal practitioner verified 
by a magistrate, sub-registrar of the registration depart¬ 
ment, zaildar, lambardar or member of a local authority, 
deliver to the Deputy Commissioner or to an Assistant Com¬ 
missioner or Extra Assistant Commissioner appointed by the 
Deputy Commissioner in this behalf, or, if the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner is aosent from the headquarters of the district 
and has made no such appointment, to any magistrate of the 
first class at such headquarters a nomination paper complet¬ 
ed in form IV appended to these rules and snl^rihed by tlie 
candidate himself as assenting to the nomination and by two ! 
persons, as proposer and seconder whose names are included 
in the roll of the constituency concerned republiahed under 
the provioOBS of sub-rale (1) of rule 13. 
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(2) No person shall sabseribe as proposer or seconder a 
number of nomination papers, greater than the number of 
members to be elected to represent the constituency in ques¬ 
tion, and if a person has subscribed, whether as a proposer or 
seconder a larger number of nomination papers, than there 
are vacancies to be filled, only those of the papers so sub¬ 
scribed which have been first received up to the number of 
such vacancies shall be deemed to be valid. 

(3) If any person is nominated as a candidate in more 
than one constituency he shaU, not later than the day succeed¬ 
ing the date on which the scrutiny of nominations of candi¬ 
dates under the provisions of rule 15 is concluded, intimate 
in writing to the Deputy Commissioner the constituency 
for which he wishes to stand, and his nomination for any 
other constituency shall thereupon be deemed to be cancelled : 
provided that if he fails to make such intimation^ the Deputy 
Commissioner shall cancel his nomination in respect of all 
such constituencies except one as he may deem fit. 

17. (1) Elach candidate nominated under the provisions 
of rule 16 shall at or before the time of the delivery of his 
nomination paper deposit or cause to be deposited with the 
Deputy Comtmssioner or other officer to whom the nomination 
paper has been delivered under the provisions of sub-rule (1) 
of rule 16, or in the treasury or a sub-treasury the sum of 
three hundred rupees if he is a candidate for election in a 
municipality specified in the Schedule to these rules or of 
one hundred and fifty rupees if he is a candidate for election 
in any other municipality, in cash or in Government Promis¬ 
sory Notes of equal value at the market rate of the day; and 
the nomination paper of a candidate shall not be deemed to 
have been duly presented unless such deposit has been made, 
provided that no more than one such deposit need be made by 
any candidate in respect of his candidature for any one eon 
stitueney. 

(2) If a candidate by whom or on whose behalf the de¬ 
posit referred to in sub rule (1) has been made withdraws his 
candidature within the time specified in rule 18, or if the no¬ 
mination of any such candidate is refused, the deposit shall be 
returned to the person by whom it was made, and if any can¬ 
didate dies before the commencement of the poll, any such 
deposit, if made by him, shall be returned to his legal repre¬ 
sentative or, if not made by the candidate, shall be returned 
to the person by whom it was made. 

(3) If a candidate by whom or on whose behalf the de- 
pomt referred to in sub-rule (1) has been made is not elected 
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the number of votes polled him does not exceed one- 
eighth of the total number of votes polled in the constituency 
concerned, the deposit shall be forfeited to the local Govern¬ 
ment. 

Explanation .—Por the purpose of this sub-rule the number of 
votes polled shall be deemed to be the number of ballot papers, other 
than spoilt, tendered or challenged ballot papers, counted. 

’ (4) If a candidate by whom or on whose behalf the de¬ 
posit referred to in sub-rule (1) has been made is elected or 
is not elected, the deposit shall, if it is not forfeited under 
sub-rule (3), be returned to the candidate or to the person 
who has made the deposit in his behalf, as the case may be, 
as soon as may be after the publication of the result of the 
election in the Gazette, 


* 18. Any candidate may withdraw his candidature by 
notice in writing subscribed by him and delivered to the 
Deputy Commissioner or other person authorized by the 
Deputy Commissioner to receive such notices, before three 
o’clock of the afternoon of the seventh day succeeding the date 
fixed under the provisions of rule 15 for the scrutiny of no¬ 
minations, and no person w’ho has thus withdrawn his eandi- 
dature shall be allowed to cancel his withdrawal or to be 
renominated as a candidate for the same election in the same 
constituency. 

19. The Deputy Commissioner shall, on the second day 
succeeding the date fixed for the nomination of candidates 
under the provisions of rule 15 post at his office and at the 
municipal office lists of all the candidates whose nomination 
papers have been presented under rule 16, together with des¬ 
criptions, amilar to those contained in the nomination papers, 
of the candidates and of the persons who have subscribed the 
nomination papers as proposers or seconders, 

20. On the date fixed for the scrutiny of nominations 
under the provisions of rule ] 5 the candidates, one proposer 
and one seconder of each candidate and one other person for 
eadi candidate duly authorized in writing by such candidate 
and no other person may attend at such time and place as ^e 
Deputy Commisaoner may appoint, and all reasonable facili¬ 
ties shall be given to them for examining the nomination 
papers of all candidates whose names are included in the list 
of candidates posted under the provisions of rule 19. 


* Amenckd by Notification No. 34368, dated Ist November 1932, 
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21 . (1.) On the date fixed for the scrutiny of nominations 
under the pro\dsions of rule ] 5, after facilities have been 
given for the examination of nomination papers under the 
provision of rule 20, an Assistant Commissioner or Extra- 
Assistant Commissioner appointed by the Deputy^ Com¬ 
missioner in this behalf, shall examine the nomination 
papers of all candidates whose names are included in the list 
of candidates posted under the provisions of rule 19, and 
shall decide all objections made to any nomination, and shall 
either on such objection or on his own motion after such 
summary enquiry, if any, as he may deem necessary, refuse 
any nomination if he is satisfied— 

(a) that the candidate was on the date fixed for the 

nomination of candidates ineligible for election 
under the provisions of rule 7 or of any other 
rules or of the Act or of any other Act and 
had not before that date been exempted by the 
local Government from any disqualification 
imposed upon him; 

(b) that a proposer or seconder was not qualified to 

subscribe the nomination paper under the pro¬ 
visions of rule 16; 

(c) that there has been any failure to comply with any 

of the provisions of rule 16 or 17; 

(d) that the candidate or any proposer or seconder 

is not identical with the person whose number 
on the roll is given in the nomination paper as 
the number of such candidate, proposer or 
seconder, as the case may be; 

(#) that the signahire of any candidate or of any 
proposer or sex*.onder is not genuine or has lx‘en 
obtained by force or fraud: 

Provided that nothing contained in clause (b), (c), (</) 
or (c) of his sub-rule shall be deemed to authoriae the 
refusal of the nomination of any candidate on the ground of 
any irr^fularity in respect of a nomination paper if 
the candidate has been duly nominated by means of another 
nomination paper, in respect of which no irregularity has 
been committed; 

Provided further, that no nomination shall be refused 
under clause (rf) of sub-rule if a summary enquiry is 
sufficient to establish the identity of the candidate, proposer 
and seconder with the {^rsons wlio subscribed the nomina¬ 
tion paper as such respectively. 
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(2) The officer appointed under the provisions of sub- 
rule (1) for the scrutiny of nomination papers shall endorse 
on ^h nomination pa{^r his decision accepting or rejecting 
it, and if he^ rejects it, he shall record in writing a brief 
statement of his reasons for so rejecting it. 

(3) A person aggrieved by any order jpassed by an 
Assistant Commissioner or Extra Assistant Commisaoner 
under sub-rule (1) or sob-rule (2) may within three days 
from the date of such order present, in person or by counsel 
f*r by a duly authorized agent appointed by authority in 
■writing signed by him and verified by a magistrate, sub- 
registrar of the registration department, saildar, lambardar 
or member of a local authority, to the Deputy Commissioner 
an application for revision of such order, provided that if the 
Deputy Commissioner is himself a member of the committee 
such application shall be presented to such other officer as tJie 
Commissioner may appoint in this behalf. 

(4) When any application for revision of an order has 
been submitted to the Deputy Commissioner or other officer 
appointed in this behalf under the provisions of sul^rule (3), 
the Deputy Commissioner or such other officer may, after 
hearing the applicant or his counsel, confirm such order, or 
after sending by registered post notices to the candidates for 
election from the constituency concerned intimating the date, 
not less than seven days from the date of the notices, on 
W’hich such application will be heard, may on such date, after 
hearing any representation which the applicant and any other 
such candidate as may appear, may make, confirm such order 
or may set it aside and pass such other order as he mav 
deem fit. 

22 . ( 1 ) On completion of the scrutiny of nominations Li.st of val 
and after the expiry of the period within which candidatures 

may be withdrawn under the provisions of rule 18, the up 
Deputy Commissioner shall forthwith prepare lists of valid 
nominations and cause them to be posted up at some conspicu¬ 
ous place in his office and at the municipal office. 

(2) Against each name in the list to be posted under the 
provisions of sub-rule (1) shall be placed a number of black 
dots which shall l>e different in the case of the name of each 
candidate for election in the same constituency, and at the 
foot of the list it shall be notified that the same number of 
dots will appear against the name of each candidate on the 
ballot papers as aj^ar against his name in the list. 

23. If a candidate dies before the poll and after the date Death of 
fixed for the nomination of candidates and his nomination is candidate? 
or has been accepted as valid by the officer appointed for the- ****’ ^ 
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scrutiny of nomination papers, all proceedings with reference 
to Uie election of a member in the constituency or constitu¬ 
encies in which he was a candidate other than the preparation 
of the roll shall be commenced anew in all respects as if for 
a fresh election; provided that no fresh nomination shall be 
necessary in the case of a candidate whose name is entered 
on a list of valid nominations posted under the provisions 
of rule 22. 

24. Subject to the provisions of rule 23, if the number 
of candidates validly nominated in any constituency is equal 
to or less than the number of members to be elected for such 
constituency, then such candidates shall be deemed to have 
been elected and if the number of such candidates is less 
than the namber of members to be elected, the Commissioner 
shall fix another date for the election of the remaining 
members, and if the number of candidates validly nominated 
for such further election is less than the number of members 
to be elected, the Deputy Commissioner shall report the 
matter to the local Government with a view to action being 
taken under clause (6) of Section 14 of the Act. 

25. If the number of candidates validly nominated in 
any constituency is greater than the number of members to 
be elected for such consfitueney, a poll sliall be taken on the 
date or dates fixed for the election. 

26. (1) The Deputy Commissioner shall select such 
number of polling stations as he may deem necessary, and 
shall, not less than seven days before the date or the first 
date of the dates fixed for the election, post at his oflQee and 
at the office of the committee a list showing the polling 
stations so selected, the polling area for which each such 
station has been selected and the hours, during which each 
such station shall remain open for the recording of votes, and 
no persons shall be permitted to record his vole except at the 
polling station of the area to which according to the roll he 
belong and within the period for which the polling station 
remains open. 

(2) The Deputy Commissioner shall appoint a preading 
officer and two polling officers for each polling station and 
such otiier persons (hereinafter referred to as polling assis¬ 
tants) to assist the presiding officer as he may deem necess¬ 
ary, and if before or at time of the poll the presiding officer 
or a polling officer or polling assistant refuses to act or be¬ 
comes incapable of acting as such, the Deputy Commissioner 
shall appoint another person to act as presiding officer, a 
polling officer or polling asfistant, as the ease may be, and 
the Deputy Commissioner may at any time, if he thinks fit. 
appoint any other person so to act in place of any person 
previously appoint^; 
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Provided that in case to whidi the provisions of sub-rale 
(2) of rule 33 have been applied by the local Government 
the Deputy Commissioner may if he thinks fit, appoint only 
one polling officer. 

(3) The presiding officer shall in addition to performing 
any other duties imposed upon him by these rules, be in 
general charge of all arrangements at the polling station and 
may issue orders as to the manner in which persons shall be 
admitted to the polling station and generally for the pre¬ 
servation of peace and order at or in the vicinity of the 
polling station 

27. (1) Deputy Commissioner shall provide at each 
polling stations materials sufficient for the purpose of en¬ 
abling voters to mark the ballot papers, instruments for 
stamping the official mark on such paj^rs, as many ballot 
boxes as may be necessary, and copies of the roil or of 
such part thereof as contains the names of the electors 
entitled to vote at such station. 

(2) The official mark shall be kept secret. 

28. Every ballot box shall be marked with the name or 
number of the polling station at which it is to be used and 
shall be so constructed that ballot papers can be introduced 
therein, but cannot be withdrawn without the box being 
unlocked. 

29. The presiding officer at a polling station, immediate¬ 
ly before the commencement of the poll, shall show the 
tallot box empty to such persons as may be present at such 
station so that they may see that it is empty, and shall there¬ 
upon forthwith lock it up and place upon it the seal provided 
for the purpose in such manner as to prevent its being opened 
without breaking such seal, and shall keep it so locked and 
sealed, and shall thereafter open the polling station for 
polling at the hour appointed under the provisions of sub-rule 
(1) of rule 26. 

30. (1) Voting shall be by ballot and every person 
wishing to record his vote shall do so in person, and not by 
proxy, by means of a ballot paper in form V on which against 
the name of each candidate shall be shown the same number 
of dots as were shown against his name in the list of valid 
nominations posted under the provisions of rule 22. 

(2) No person, after entering a polling station, shall 
exhibit to any polling muhatrir, assistant or officer any 
paper purporting to show the name or description of such 
|)erson. 
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31. At a»y tune before a ballot paper is d«Uv<©r0d .to 
aa eieetor, Uie presiding offi jer or a polling assistant may 
of bis own ancord if he has reason to doubt the identity of the 
elector or his right to vote at the polling station, and shall, if 
80 required by a candidate or his agent, put to the elector 
^e following questions:— 

(a) Are you the person enrolled as follows? {reading the 
whole entry relating to the elector from the roll) 

{b) Have you already voted at the present election 1' 

(e) Such other questions as he may deem tit or necessary; 
and the elector shall not be supplied with a ballot i»per unless 
he answers the first question in the affirmative and the 
second question in the negative or if he refuses to answer 
any other question put to him in pursuance of this rule. 

32. Immediately before he delivers a ballot paper to an 
elector the presiding officer or a polling assistant shall cause 
it to be stamped with the official mark and shall call out the 
number, name and description of the elector as given in the 
roll and shall cause the roll number of the elector to be 
entered on the counterfoil of the ballot paper and the signa¬ 
ture of the elector, or, if the elector is unable to affix his 
signature, a rolled impression of his left thumb, to be 
obtained on such counterfoil, and shall make a mark in a 
copy of the roll against the number of the elector to denote 
feat he has received his ballot pa^r but without indicating the 
particular ballot paper which he is to receive, and shall then 
iiafid the ballot paper to fee elector. 

33. (1) When an elector has received a ballot paper he 
skall forthwith proceed to the place set apart for the marking 
of tellot papers and shall mark a cross (x) in the square 
opposite to the name of the candidate for whom he votes, pro¬ 
vided feat if fee elector is illiterate, he may require a polling 
officer to mark the cross as directed by him and the polling 
officer riiall so mark the cross and after showing it to the 
other polling officer return the ballot paper to the elector; 
and when fee elector has marked a cross or caused it to be 
marked, he shall fold up the ballot paper and drop it into the 
ballot box and forthwith leave the filing station. 

(2) In fee case of elections to which this sub-rule has 
been specially applied by the local Government, a polling 
officer after marking the ballot paper shall show it to such 
candidates or their agents as may be present. 

Government orders under Ride 33. 

It is fee policy of the Government not to apply sub-ride 
(2) to my election except in response to the derire of a com* 
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miitee in a resolution. (Punjab Government letter No. 3387 
S. L. S.-G. dated 22nd July, 1933*) 

34. If a^rson representing hi m^lf to be a particular Tendered 
elector named on the roll applies for a_ ballot paper after 
another person has vote<i as such elector, the applicant shall, 

after duly answering such questions as the presiding officer 
may ask,* be entitled to mark a ballot paper in the same 
manner as any other voter: such ballot paper (hereinafter 
referred to as a tendered ballot paper) shall be of a colour 
different from the other ballot papers, and, instead of being 
put into Ihe ballot box, shall be given to a polling officer and 
endorsed by him with the name of the voter and his number 
on the roll and the name of the electoral area to which the 
roll relates and shall be set aside in a separate packet and 
shall not be counted; the name of the voter and his number 
in the roll and the name or number of the polling station to 
which the roll relates shall be entered in a list in form VI 
w'hich shall bear the heading “Tendered Votes List the 
person tendering such ballot paper shall sign his name and 
address thereon or affix his thumb impression against the entry 
in the list, and if he affixes his thumb impression the presiding 
officer shall sign his name across such impression. 

35. If any candidate or his agent declares and under- challenged 
takes to prove that any person by applying for a ballot ^per Votes. 

has committed the offence of pereonation, the presiding 
officer may retpure such person to state his name and address 
and shall then enter such name and address in the List of 
Challenged Votes in form VII and shall require such person 
to sign such entry, or if he is unable to write to affix his 
thumb impression thereto and the presiding officer shall sign 
his name across such impression, and may further require 
such person to produce evidence of identification, and if such 
person on being questioned in the manner provided in rule 
31, answers the first question in affirmative and the second 
question in the negative and replies satisfactorily to any 
other question put to him in pursuance of that rule and if 
having been required to produce evidence of identification be 
produces evidence which the presiding officer considers satis¬ 
factory, he shall be allowed to vote after he has been inform¬ 
ed of the penalty for personation and if the evidence of iden¬ 
tification is not considered satisfactory' he may be given a 
challenged ballot paper which shall be of a colour different 
from the colour of the other ballot papers and from the colour 
of the tendered ballot papers and instead of being put into the 
ballot box shall be given to a polling officer and endorsed by 
him with the name and number of the voter as entered in the 
list of Challenged Votes and the name of - the constituency 
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.tonceraed And shall be set aside in a separate package and 
shall not be counted. 

ballot ^ voter who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot 

paper in such a manner that it cannot conveniently be used 
as a ballot paper may, after delivering such ballot paper to 
the presiding officer and satisfying him of such inadvertency 
obtain another ballot paper in place of the spoilt paper, and 
the latter, together with its counterfoil shall be marked as 
cancelled. 

37. (I) The presiding officer shall on each day on which 
polling is to take place close the polling station at the hour 
appointed under the provisions of sub-rule (1) of rule 26, 
and no ballot paper shall be issued to any elector after such 
hour, but any elector who has already received a ballot paper 
shall be allowed a reasonable time within which to record his 
vote, provided that if for any reason it was not possible to 
open the polling station at the hour appointed under tfie pro¬ 
visions of sub-rule (1) of rule 26, or if by reason of disorder 
at the polling station or for any other reason the presiding 
officer deems it necessary to stop the polling for a certain 
time, the presiding officer shall keep the polling station open 
for a further period equal to the period that elapsed between 
the hour appointed for the opening of the polling station and 
the hour at which it was actually opened or the time during 
which polling was stopped as the ease may be. 

(2) If polling is to take place on more than one day at 
any polling station in respect of the election in any one 
constituency the presiding officer shall, after closing the 
polling station, cover the slit on the lid of ballot box used 
during the day with cloth and seal such cloth with the seal 
provided and shall then hand over the box to the officer in 
charge of the pidice station for safe custody. 

Declaration 38- As soon as possible after the close of the poll on 

of elected [^st day on which polling is to take place the presiding 

officer, in the presence of the polling officers and of such 
Jure ill case candidates or their agents, if any, as may be in attendance, 
of a tie. gjjail open the ballot box or ballot boxes and count the 
valid votes recorded for each candidate, rejecting as invalid 
any ballot paper which - 

(o) has not on it the official mark, or 

(b) has no vote recorded on it by means of a cross, 

or 

[c) is so marked that it is uncertain how the voter 

intended to vote, or 
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*(d) bears any mark other than the serial number 
printed thereon by which the voter can be 
identified. 

39. The candidate who is found to have obtained the 
greatest number of valid votes or, if more than one mem¬ 
ber is to be elected for the constituency, the candidates up 
to the number of members to be elected who are found to 
have obtained the greatest number of valid votes, shall be 
declared to have been elected : provided that if it is impossi¬ 
ble to determine which candidates or candidates has or have 
obtained the greatest number of votes owing to two or more 
candidates having obtained an equal number of votes, the 
presiding officer shall decide by lot which of such candidates 
shall be deemed to have been elected and shall declare him or 
them elected accordingly. 

40. When the counting of votes has been concluded and 
a declaration has been made as to which candidate or candi¬ 
dates has or have been elected the presiding officer shall 
forthwith prepare and forward to the Deputy Commissioner 
a return showing the names of the candidates, the number 
of votes recorded for each and the names of the candidates 
declared to have been elected, and the Deputy Commissioner 
shall forthwith post a copy of the return in a conspicuous 
place at his office and shall within one w’eek forward the 
name of the elected candidates together with the names of 
candidates deemed to have been elected under the provisions 
of rule 24 to the Commissioner with a view to their election 
being notified in the Ga^ette. 

41. The presiding officer shall seal up in separate pac¬ 
kets, on the outside of which shall be endorsed a description 
of their contents, and forward to the Deputy Commissioner— 

(fl) the ballot papers counted as valid; 

(b) the ballot papers re,iected as invalid: 

(c) the unissued ballot papers; 

(d) the tendered ballot papers; 

(tf) the challenged ballot papers; 

(/) the spoilt ballot ])apers; 

(y) the marked copy of the roll; 

ih) the counterfoils of the ballot papers; 

(t) the counterfoils of the tendered ballot papers; 
(/) the counterfoils of the challenged ballot papers; 
{k) the tender votes list; and 
(1) the list of challenged votes. 
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1 4 Mn(v‘I?.rAtioo No. 34368, dated 1st November 1932. 
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Custody of 42, (1) The Deputy Commissioner shall retain the pac- 
" kets forwarded to him under the provisions of rule 41 in his 
custody until the expiry of one year from the date of the 
election and shall then, subject to any direction to the con¬ 
trary made by the local Government or a competent court or 
a person or persons appointed to hold an enquiry into an 
election under Part VI of these rules, cause them to be des¬ 
troyed, 

(2) Any candidate may apply to the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner for a copy of the entries made in the List of Tendered 
Votes or in the list of Challenged Votes and such copy 
shall be supplied in accordance with the rules governing the 
supply of copies contained in Standing Order No. 5 of the 
Financial Commissioner. 


(3) Any candidate may apply to the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner for a copy of an electoral roll as marked under the 
provisions of rule 32 and such copy shall be supplied on 
receipt of the price of the roll as fixed under sub-rule (5) of 
rule 8, together with a fee of five rupees for every hundred 
marked names on the roll, and the marking of such copy of 
the marked roll shall be done by the Deputy Commissioner 
or by an Assistant Commissioner or Extra Assistant Com¬ 
missioner who as soon as he has marked such copy shall 
forthwith again seal up the original marked roll. 
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*43. When a vacancy occurs among the elected members 
of a committee either by the death, resignation or removal of 
any member and a new member has to be elected in his place 
in accordance with the provisions ol* sub-section (1) or sub¬ 
section (2) of of Section 17 of the Act, such election shall be 
conducted in the manner prescribed in these rules from rule 
15 onwards for a general election, and the date of the elec¬ 
tion shall be fixed as soon as maybe convenient after the 
occurrence of the vacancy, and the electoral roll in force 
under the provisions of rule 13 shall be deemed to be the 
electoral roll for the purpose of holding the election. 

44. If on account of illness, absence fro n head piarters 
or of any other reason the Deputy Commissioner is unable to 
perform any of his functions under these rales, he may by 
order in writing appoint any Assistant Commissioner or 
Extra Assistant Commissioner to perform such functions on 
his behalf. 


Final 45. If any question arises as to the interpretation of 
authority for these fules Otherwise than in connection with an election 
rnterpremiM petition, the question shall be referred to the local Govern- 
nites, ment whose decision shall be final. 

■ -I--— ... ' ' —-- --- . I. I I I, ' IM—« 

* Substituted by Notification No. 34368, dated Is) November 1933. 
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46. The local Government may, by notiQcation direct 
that the rules in this Part shall apply to any municipality or 
to any constituency in a municipality specified in such notifi¬ 
cation in place of rules 38 to 42 in Part I. 

47. As soon as possible after close of the poll on each 
day, except the last lay on which polling is to take place, the 
jresiding officer shall cover the slit in the lid of each ballot 
K)x used during the day with cloth and seal such cloth with 
,he seal provided and shall thereafter hand over the ballot 
) 0 xes to the officer in charge of the police station for safe 
custody until the conclusion of the poll. 

48. (1) As soon as possible after the close of the poll 
on the last day on which polling is to take place the presid¬ 
ing officer shall, in tlie presence of any candidates or their 
agents, who may be present, make up into separate parcels 
and seal with the seal provided— 

(a) each ballot-box used at the p>llin ^ statioi, unopen¬ 
ed but with the key attached and with the slit 
in the lid covered with cloth sealed with the seal 
provided; 

{&) the unissued ballot papers; 

(e) the tendered ballot papers; 

(d) the challenged ballot papers; 

{£f) the spnlt ballot papers; 

(/) the marked copy of the roll: 

(ff) the counterfoils of the ballot papers; 

(/i) the counterfoils of the tendered ballot papers; 

(t) the counterfoils of the challenged ballot papers; 

(;) the tendered votes list; and 
(k) the list of challenged votes. 

(2) On the outside of every parcel made under sub- 
rule (1) the presiding officer shall note the name of the poll¬ 
ing station and the nature of the contents of the parcel and 
shall then make all the parcels into one package and shall seal 
the package with the seal provided and mark on it the name 
and numter of the polling station and then forthwith make 
over the package to tlie police officer deputed to teke charge 
of it at the polling station who shall forward it with the least 
possible delay to the Deputy Commissioner; provided that if 
the number of ballot boxes used at the polling station is so 
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great as to make it difficult to close them all in one package, 
the presiding officer shall make such numbers of packages as 
may be convenient. 

(3) The presiding officer shall forward separately to 
the Deputy Commissioner an account of ballot papers in 
Form VIII, 

49. On a date and at a time and place appointed by him, 
of which notice shall be given in writing to each candidate, 
the Deputy Commissioner or an Assistant Commissioner or 
Extra Assistant Commissioner appointed by the Deputy 
Commissioner in this behalf, shall after the receipt of the 
package from all the polling stations in the constituency and 
in the presence of any candidate who wishes to watch the 
proceedings, or his agent, open each ballot box in turn and 
remove therefrom the ballot papers and with the help of such 
persons as may be appointed to assist in counting the votes 
shall count the valid votes recorded for each candidate, 
rejecting as invalid any ballot paper which — 

(a) has not on it the official mark, or 

(b) has no vote recorded on it by means of a cross, or 

(c) is so marked that it is uncertain how the voter 

intended to vote, or 

(d) bears any mark other than the number on its back 

by which the voter can be identified; 

and shall thereafter cheek the issued ballot papers with each 
presiding officer’s account of ballot pa))ers. 

50. The candidate who is found to have obtained the 
greatest number of valid votes or, if more than one member 
is to be elected for the constituency the candidates up to the 
number of members to be elected who are found to have 
obtained the greatest number of valid votes shall be declared 
to have been elected: provided that if it is impossible to 
determine which candidate or candidates has or have obtained 
the greatest number of votes, owing to two or more candi¬ 
dates having obtained an equal numljer of votes, the Deputy 
Commissioner shall decide by lot which of such candidates 
shall be deemed to have been elected, and shall declare him 
or them elected accordingly. 

‘ Si. When the counting of the votes has been concluded 
and it has been declared as to which candidate or candidates 
has or have been elected, a return showing the names of the 
candidates, the number of votes recorded for each and the 
nam es of the candidat es declared to have been elected, shall 

* 4 tnenr’led Iw Notification No.. 34368'i dated', Ist Ntwre-'-^’Ser 
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forthwith be prepared by or (inder the direction of the 
Deputy Commissioner who shall forthwith post a copy of the 
return in a conspicuous place at his office' and shall witMn 
one week forward the names of the elected candidates 
together with the names of candidates deemed to have been 
elected under the provisions of rule 24 to the Commissioner 
with a view to their election being notified in the Gazette. 

52. (1) The Deputy Commissioner or the Assistant 
Commissioner or Extra Assistant Commissioner appointed 
under rule 49 shall seal up the parcels of issued and unissued 
ballot papers, and such parcels together with all other parcels 
received from the polling station shall remain in the custody 
of the Deputy Commissioner until the expiry of one year 
from tlie date of the election and shall then, subject to any 
direction to the contrary made by the local Government or 
a competent court or a ^rson or persons appointed to hold 
an enquiry into an election under i*art VI of these rules, 
cause them to be destroyed. 

(2) Any candidate may apply to the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner for a copy of the entries made in the list of Ten¬ 
dered Votes or in the list of Challenged Votes and such 
copy shall be supplied in accordance with the rules govern¬ 
ing the supply of copies contained in Standing Order No. 5 
of the Financial Commissioners. 

(3) Any candidate may apply to the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner for a copy of an electoral roll as marked under the 
provisions of rule 32 and such copy shall be supplied on 
receipt of the price of the roll as fixed under sub-rule (5) of 
rule 8, together with a fee of five rupees for every hundred 
marked names on the roll, and the marking of such copy of 
the marked roll shall be done by the Deputy Commissioner 
or by an Assistant Commissioner or Extra Assistant Com¬ 
missioner who as soon as he has marked such copy shall 
forthwith again seal up the original marked roll. 

Part III. 

53. The local Government may, by notification, direct 
that the rules in this part shall apply to any municipality 
specified in such notification in place of sub-rule (2) of rule 
22 and roles 27 and 30 to 41 in Part I. 

54. (1) Voting shall be by ballot and every person 
wishing to record his vote shall do so in person, and not by 
proxy, by means of a ballot paper in Form IX on the inside 
of which shall be written or printed in English, Urdu, Hindi 
or Gurraukhi, the name of the candidate for whom he wi^es 
to vote. 
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(2) Tlie Deputy Commissioner shall have supplies of 
blank ballot papers made ready for distribution on or after 
the third day succeeding the date fixed for the scrutiny of 
nominations under the provision of rule 15, and on or after 
that date any elector who applies for ballot paper shall be 
supplied with one and any candidate whose name is entered 
on the list of valid nominations posted under the provisions 
of rule 22 shall be supplied with such number of ballot papers 
not exceeding twice the number of voters on the roll of the 
constituency in question as he may desire for distribu¬ 
tion to electors, provided that the candidate shall pay such 
price for the. ballot papers not exceeding three pies per paper 
as is fixed by the Deputy Commissioner. 

(3) Supplies of ballot papers shall also be made avail¬ 
able outside and in immediate vicinity of each polling station 
during the hours of polling and any person who applies for 
ia ballot paper shall be provided with one. 

55. (1) No person shall be permitted to enter a polling 
station except on production of a closed ballot paper, 

(2) Every elector on entering a polling station shall be 
directed to a polling clerk to whom he shall intimate his 
name and description, and if any person of such name and 
description is entered on the roll, the polling clerk shall write 
on a slip of paper the number of such person on the roll and 
the elector shall then take his ballot paper and the slip to the 
pres^ng officer or a polling officer or polling assistant who 
shall wwi out the number, name and description of the elector 
as enter^ in the roll and subject to the provisions of rule 56, 
57 and 58 shall then cause the signature of the elector, or, if 
the elector cannot write, his thumb impression to be taken on 
a foil in a ballot book in Form X and his number on the roll 
to b« entered on such foil, and shall then enter with blue pencil 
in the space provided for the purpose on the outside of the 
l^lot paper the book number and foil number of the ballot 
book on which the elector’s signature or thumb impression has 
been taken and after making a mark against his number on 
the roll shall return the ballot paper to the elector who, after 
dropping the ballot paper into the ballot box shall forthwith 
leave the polling station. 

(3) Every ballot book shall bear a book number and 
the foils in each book shall be numbered serially and before 
bringing a ballot book into use the presiding officer or polling 
dffieer shall note on the outside thereof the name, if any, and 
number of the polling station. 

56. At any time before causing the signature or thumb 
imj««ssion of an elector to be taken on a foil in ballot book 
tile presiding officer or a polling officer may of his own 
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accord if he has reason to doubt the identity of the elector or 
his Hght to vote at the polling station, and shall, if so 
required by a candidate or his agent, put to ' the elector the 
following questions 

(а) Are you the person enrolled as follows (reading the 

whole entry relating to the elector from the roll) ? 

(б) Have you already voted at the present election? 

(c) Such other questions as he may deem fit or neces¬ 
sary; and the elector shall not be permitted to record his vote 
unless he answers the first question in the affirmative and the 
second question in the negative, or if he refuses to answer 
any other question put to him in pursuance of this rule, 

57. If a person on presenting his ballot paper to the 
presiding officer represents himself to be a particular elector 
named on the roll after another person has voted as such 
elector the presiding officer or polling officer shall after put¬ 
ting to such person such questions as he may deem fit cause 
the signature of such person or, if such person cannot write, 
his thumb-impression to be taken on a tendered ballot book 
which shall be in Form X but of paper of a colour different 
from the colour of the paper of the ordinary ballot book, 
shall sign his name across such thumb impression, if any, and 
shall cause such person’s number on the roll to be entered on 
such foil and shall then enter with red pencil in the space 
provided for the purpose on the outside of the ballot paper 
the book number and foil number of the tendered ballot book 
on which such person’s signature or thumb impression has 
been taken, and after writing or stamping thereon, the words 
“ Tendered Vote ” shall set aside the ballot paper in a 
separate package and such ballot paper shall not be counted. 

58. If a candidate or his agent declares and undertakes 
to prove that any person by presenting his ballot paper and 
representing himself to be a particular elector on the roll has 
attempted to vote in the name of any other person whether 
living or dead, the presiding officer may require such person 
to state his name and address and shall then enter such name 
and address in the List of Challenged Votes in Form Vlf, 
and shall require such person to sign such entry, or, if he is 
unable to write, to affix his thurab-impression thereto, and 
shall sign his name across such thumb impression, if any, and 
may further require such person to produce evidence of 
identification, and if such person on being questioned in the 
manner provided in rule 56 answers the first question in the 
affirmative and the second question in the negative and replies 
satisfactonly to any other question put to him in pursuance 
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of Uiat rule, and having been required t@ jproduee evidence 
of identification he produces evidence whidi the pre8idii;|g 
oflieer considers satisfactory, the presiding officer shall proceed 
in the manner provided in sub-rule (2) of rule 55 and shall 
permit such person to record his vote, and, if evidience is not 
considered satisfactory, the presiding officer shall cause the 
signature of such person or, if such person cannot write, his 
thumb-impression to be taken on a foil in a challenged ballot 
book which shall be in Form X but of paper of a colour 
different from the colour of the ordinary ballot book and from 
the colour of the tendered ballot book, and shall then enter 
with blue or black ink in the space provided for the purpose 
on the outside of the ballot paper the book number and foil 
number of the challenged ballot book on which such person's 
signature or thumb-impression has been taken and after writ¬ 
ing or stamping thereon the words “ Challenged Vote ” shall 
place the ballot paper in a separate package and such ballot 
paper shall not be counted. 

59, (1) The presiding officer on each day on which 
polling is to take place shall close the polling station at 
the hour appointed under the provisions of sub rule (1) 
of rule 26 and no person shall be allowed to enter the 
polling station after such hour but any elector who has 
already entered the polling station shall be allowed a 
reasonable time within which to record his vote, provided 
tltet if for any reason it was not possible to open the polling 
station at the hour appointed under the provisions of sub¬ 
rule (1) of rule 26, or if by reason of disorder at the polling 
station or for any other reason the presiding officer deems 
it necessary to stop the polling for a certain time, the pre¬ 
siding officer shall keep the polling station open for a further 
period equal to the period that elapsed between the hour 
appointed for the opening of the polling station and the hour 
at which it was actually opened or the time during which 
polling was stopped, as the case may be. 

(2) If polling is to take place on more than one day at 
any polling station in respect of the election in any O" 
constituency the presiding officer shall, after closing ' 
polling station, cover the slit in the lid of the ballot box ’ 
during the day with cloth and seal such cloth with the seal 
provided and shall then hand over the box to t’ "' officer 
in charge of the police station for safe custody. 

60. As soon as possible after the close of the poll on 
the last day on which polling is to take place, the presiding 
officer, in the presence of the polling officers and of suda 
candidates or their agents, if any, as may be in attendance, 
shall open the ballot box or ballot boxes and after tearing off 





the perforated margins and the upper halves of the closed 
ballo| pSipers shall count the valid votes recorded for each 
rejecting as invalid any ballot paper which— 

(a) has DO vote recorded on it; or 

(&) has the names of more than one validly nominated 
candidate recorded on it; or 

(c) bears the name of a person who is not a validly 

nominated candidate; or 

(d) bears any mark other than the ballot book and fi»il 

numbers by which the elector can be identified. 

61. The candidate who is found to have obtained the 
palest number of valid votes or if more than one numter 
is to be elected for the constituency the candidates up to the 
number of members to be elected who are found to have 
obtained the greatest number of valid votes, shall be deelar- 
ed to have been elected; provided that if it is impossible to 
determine which candidate or candidates has or have obtain¬ 
ed the greatest number of votes, owing to two or more 
candidates having obtained an er 4 ual number of votes, the 
presiding officer shall decide by lot which of such candidates 
shall be deemed to have been elected and shall declare him 
or them electwi accordingly. 

62. When the counting of v’otes has been concluded and 
a declaration has been made as to which candidate or candi¬ 
dates has or have been elected, the presiding officer shall 
forthwith prepare and forward to the Deputy Commission¬ 
er a return showing the names of the candidates, the 
number of votes recorded for each and the names of the 
candidate or candidates declared to have been elected, and 
the Deputy Commissioner shall forthwith post a copy of the 
return in a conspicuous place at his office and shall within 
one week forw'ard the names of the elected candidates to¬ 
gether with the names of candidates deemed to have been 
elected under the provisions of rule 24 to the Commissioner 
TSith a view’ to their election being notilied in the Gazette. 

’ ^63. The presiding officer shall seal up in separate 
p^tvlts, on the outside of which shall be endorsed a descrip¬ 
tion of^’their contents, and forward to the Deputy Com- 
missibiw?^ 

(а) the ballot papers counted as valid; 

(б) the ballot papers rejected as invalid; 

(c) the tendered ballot papers; 

(d) the challenged ballot papers; 

(«) the marked copy of the roll; 

(/) the ballot books; 

(ff) the tendered ballot papers; 

(k) tJie challenged ballot nooks. 
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Part IV. 

64. The local Government may, by notification," direct 
that the rules in this Part shall apply to any municipality or 
any constituency in a municipality specified in such notifica¬ 
tion in place of rules 60 to 63 in Part III and rule 42 
in Part I. 


65. As soon as possible after the close of the poll on 
each day, except the last day on which polling is to take place, 
the presiding officer shall cover the slit in the lid of each 
ballot box used during the day with cloth and seal such cloth 
with the seal provided and shall thereafter hand over the 
ballot boxes to the officer in charge of the police station for 
safe custody until the conclusion of the poll. 


66 . (1) As soon as possible after the close of the poll 

on the last day on which polling is to take place the presiding 
officer shall, in the presence of any candidates, or their 
agents, who may be present, make up into separate parcels 
and seal with the seal provided— 

(o) each ballot box used at the polling station, unopen¬ 
ed but with the key attached and with the slit in 
the lid covered with cloth sealed with the seal 
provided; 

(&) the tendered ballot pajwrs; 

(c) the challenged ballot papers; 

(d) the marked copy of the roll; 

(c) the ballot books; 

(/) the tendered ballot Iwoks; 

(g) the challenged ballot books; 

(A) the list of challenged votes. 


(2) On the outside of every parcel made under sub-rule 
(1) the presiding officer shall note the name of the polling 
station and the nature of the contents of the parcel, and shall 


package and shall seal the 
mark on it the name and 
kail then forthwith make 


then make all the parcels into one 
package with the seal provided and 
number of the polling station and si 

over the packa^ to a police officer deputed to take charge of 
it at the polling station who shall forward it with the least 
possible delay to the Deputy Commissioner: provided that if 
the number of ballot boxes used at the polling station is so 
great as to make it difficult to close them all in one package 
the presiding officer shall m^e such number of pa<^ages as 
may be convenient. 
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(3) ISie presiding officer shall forward separately to 
the Deputy OonMnissioner an account of ballot papers in 
Form XL 

67. On a date and at a time and place appointed by him, cSto| 
of which notice shall be given in writing to each candidate, of ballot 
the Deputy Commissioner or an Assistant Commissioner or papers. 
Extra Assistant Commissioner appointed by the Deputy 
Commissioner in this behalf, shall after the receipt of the 
packages from all the polling stations in the constituency and 
in the presence of any candidate who wishes to watch the 
proceedings, or his agent, open each ballot box in turn and 
remove therefrom the ballot papers and with the help of such 
persons as may be appointed to assist to counting the votes 
shall tear off the perforated margins and the upper halves of 
the ballot papers, and count the valid votes recorded for each 
candidate, rejecting as invalid any ballot paper which — 

(a) has no vote recorded on it; or 
{b) has the names of more than one validly nominated 
candidate recorded on it; or 

(c) bears the name of a person who is not a validly 
nominated candidate ; or 


(d) bears on the inside any mark by which the elector 
can be identified; 

and thereafter shall open the packets of used, tendered 
and challenged ballot papers and count them and check the 
numbers of ballot papers, tendered ballot papers and 
challenged ballot papers with the numbers of used foils in the 
ballot books, tendered ballot books and challenged ballot 
books, respectively. 

68 . The candidate who is found to have obtained the Declaration 
greatest number of valid votes or, if more than one number of elected 
is to be elected for the constituency, the candidates up to toe and**'*^ 
number of members to be elected' who are found to have dure in case 
obtained the greatest number of valid votes shall be declared ‘>®' 
to have been elected: provided that if it is impossible to 
determine which candidate or candidates has or have obtained 
toe greatest number of votes owing to two or more candidates 
having obtained an equal number of votes, the Deputy 
Commissioner shall decide by lot which of such candidates 
shall be deemed to have been elected and shall declare him or 
them elected accordingly. 


69. When the counting of votes has been concluded and Return of 
a declaration has been made as to which candidate or candi- <^- 

dates has or have been elected a return showing the names 
of the candidates, toe number of votes recorded lor eadi ami i^puty com 
toe names of toe candidates declared to have, been eleete^. ‘^**®*®'*® 
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shall forthwith be pwpai^ by of under the direetion of the 
Deputy Oommissloner who shall forthwith post a cbpy of the 
return in a conspicuous place at his office and shall withih 
one week forward the name of the elected candidates, together 
with the name of candidates deemed to have been elected 
under the provisions of rule 24 to the Commissioner, with a 
view to their election being notified in the Gazette. 

E 70. (1) The Deputy Commissioner or the Assistant 
Commissioner or Elxtra Assistant Commissioner appointed 
under rule (57 shall seal up the parcels of used, tendered 
and challenged ballot papers and such parcels, together with 
all other parcels received from polling station, shall remain 
in the custody of the Deputy Commissioner until the expiry 
of one year from the date of the election and shall then, 
subject to any direction to the contrary made by the local 
Government or a competent court or a person or persona 
appointed to hold an enquiry into an election under Part VI 
of those rules, cause them to be destroyed. 

(2) Any candidate may apply to the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner for a copy of the entries made in the list of tendered 
votes or in the list of challenged votes and such copy shall 
be supplied in accordance with the rules governing the 
Supply of copies contained in Standing Order No. 5 of the 
Financial Commissioner. 

(3) Any candidate may apply to the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner for a copy of an electoral roll as marked under the 
provisons of rule 5') and such copy shall be supplied on 
receipt of the price of the roll fixe.! under the sub-rule (5) 
of rule 8, together with a fee of five rupees for every hundred 
marked names on the roll, and the marking of such copy 
of the marked roll shall be done by the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner or by Assistant Commissioner or Extra Assistant 
Commissioner, who as soon as he has marked such copy shall 
forthwith again seal up the original marked roll. 

Paht V. 

71. (1) No election of a president or vice-president 
of a committee shall be held at a meeting unless not less 
than forty-eight hours* notice of the holding of such meeting 
has been given to all members of the committee by delivery 
at their ordinary place of residence of a notice, which shall 
specify that such election is to take place at the meeting in 
question. 

(2) The person or persons elected shall, subject in the 
case of the election of a president to the provisibh of sub. 
^*^on (1) of Section 20 of the Aet^ assume office from the 

of eieetlcm. 
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72. Voting for the office of president or viee-ppesident ^ 
fiinll be by ballot, and if only one candidate for tiie office 

is tiie members present shall be required to vote 

by writing “ Yes” or “ No” on the b^ot pJ|per, and if a 
majority of votes is not in the affirmative, the election riisll 
be postponed to the next meeting of the committee when a 
farther ballot shall be taken in respect of sudi candidates as 
may then be proposed, and the chairman of the meeting 
shall not have a easting vote. 

73. (1) When the office of president or the office of M^od oi 

vice-president of a committee of which there is only one office p*^ 

of vice-president, has to be filled — vic^fp r ^ 

(o) if one candidate obtains more votes than any other, 
then such candidate shall be deemed to be elected; 

^(i) if two or more candidates obtain an equal number 
of votes, the chairman of tlie meeting shall at once 
decide between the candidates by drawing lots in 
the presence of the members attending the meeting. 

(2) When there are two offices (»f vice-president of a 
committee and both such offices have to be filled— 

(a) voting shall take place at the same election for 
both the offices of vice-president of the committee 
and each member of the committee shall record 
only one vote; 

(&) the two candidates who obtained the largest number 
of votes shall be deemed to be elected: provided 
that if, owing to the fact that two or more candi¬ 
dates have obtained an equal number of votes, it 
is impossible to decide which two candidates have 
obtained the largest number of votes the matter 
shall be decided by lot by the Deputy Commissioner- 
in the manner specified in clause (b) of sub-rule 
(1) of this rule; 

(c) the candidate obtaining the largest number of 
votes shall be deemed to have teen declared by 
the committee to be the senior vice-president, 
and the candidate obtaining the second largest 
number of votes shall be deemed to be the junior 
vice-president, provided that if both the candidates 
elected have obtained an equal number of votes, 
matter shall be decided by show of hands at a 
meeting presided over by the president, the presi¬ 
dent having a casting vote if me votes are other¬ 
wise equal. 

* Amended by Notification No. 34368, dated Ist November 19S2. 
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V9- 74, When there are two offi<^s of viee-president of a 

committee and one such olfice falls vacant, the vice-president 
remaining in office shall be deemed to be senior vice-president 
and an election shall be held in the manner specified in rule 
72 and sub-rule (1) of rule 73 to fill the office of junior vice- 
president. 

Part VI. 

'>eSnitions. 75. In this part unless there is anything repugnant in 
tiie subject or the context— 

(a) “ Corrupt practice ** means— 

(*) a gift, offer or promise by a candidate or an 
agent of a candidate, or by any other person 
with the connivance of a candidate or any 
such agent, of any gratification to any person 
whomsoever, with the object, directly or in¬ 
directly, of inducing a person to stand or not 
to stand as, or to withdraw from being, a 
candidate or an elector to vote or refrain from 
voting at an election, or as a reward to a 
person for having so stood or not stood or for 
having withdrawn his candidature, or an 
elector for having voted or refrained from 
voting; 

Explanation .—For the purpose of this clause the term ‘grati¬ 
fication’ is not restricted to pecuniary gratification or gratifications 
estimable in money, and includes all forms of entertainment and all 
forms of employment for reward; but it does not include the pay¬ 
ment of any expenses bona fide incurred at or for tlw purposes of 
siny election. 

(»*) any direct or indirect interference or attempt 
by interfere on the part of a candidate or an 

didate or a^nt of the candidate or of any other person 

with the connivance of the candidate or any 
such agent, with the free exercise of any 
electoral right; 

Explanation .— (1) Without prejudice to the generality of 
the provisions of this clause, any such f^rson as is refened to herein 
who threatens any candidate or voter or any person in whom a candi¬ 
date or voter is interested, with injury of any kind; or induces or 
attempts to induce a candidate or voter to believe that he or any 
person in whom is interested will become or will be rendered an 
obj«Jt of divine displeasure ot spiritual censure, shall be deemed to 
interfere with the free exercise of the electoral right of such can¬ 
didate or voter within the meaning of this clause; 

(2) a declaration of public policy or a promise of public action 
or the mere exercise of a legal right without intent to interfere witli 
an electoral right shall not be deemed to be interference within the 
meaning of this clause. 
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{*«) the proearing of, or the abetting or attempting to 

S rocure by a candidate or any agent of a candi- 
ate or by another person with the connivance 
of a candidate or any such agent, the appli¬ 
cation for or the presentation of a ballot 
paper by a person in the name of any o^er 
person, whether living or dead, or in a fictitious 
name, or the application for or presentation 
of a ballot paper by a person who has already 
voted once at an election in his own name at 
the same election; 

(iv) the publication by a candidate or any agent of 
a candidate, or by any other person with the 
connivance of the candidate or any such agent, 
of any statement of fact which is false and 
which he either believes to be false or does not 
believe to be true in relation to the peraonal 
character or conduct of any candidate or in 
relation to the candidature or withdrawal of 
any candidate, which statement is reasonably 
calculated to prejudice the prospects of such 
candidate's election; 

(v) any act specified in sub clause (i), («), (m) or 
(iv), when done by a person who is not a candi¬ 
date or an agent of a candidate or a person act¬ 
ing with the connivance of a candidate or such 
agent; 

{vi) the application for or presentation at an elec¬ 
tion of a ballot paper by a peraon in the name 
of any other person, whether living or dead, 
or in a fictitious name or in his own name 
after he has already voted at such election; 

(r«) the receipt of, or agreement to receive, any 
gratification, whether as a motive or a reward 
by a person to stand or not to stand as, or to 
withdraw from being, a candidate, or by any 
person whomsoever for himself or any other 
person for voting or refraining from voting, 
or for inducing or attempting to induce any 
elector to vote or refrain from voting or any 
candidate to withdraw his candidature. 

(6) * candidate ’ means a person who has been nomi¬ 
nated as a candidate at any election and includes 
a person, who when an election is in contem¬ 
plation, holds himself out as a prospective candi- 
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date thereat and is subsequently nominated as 
a ean^date at sudi election; 

(c) ‘ election ’ means the election of a member, president, 

or vice- president of a municipal committee; 

(d) ‘ elector ’ means a person whose name is registered 

on the roll of the constituency a^inst the return 
of a candidate to represent which a pitition is 
presented or, for the purpose of a petition agwnst 
the return of a president or a vice-president, a 
person whose name is registered on the roll of 
any constituency; 

(c) ‘ material irregularity ’ in the procedure of an elec¬ 
tion includes any such improper acceptance or 
refusal of any nomination or improper reception 
or refusal of a vote or reception of any vote 
which is void or non-compliance with the pro¬ 
visions of the Act or of the rules made there¬ 
under, or mistake in the use of any form annexed 
thereto as materially affects the result of an 
election. 

76 . No election shall be called in question except by an 
election petition presented in accordance with these rules. 

77 . An election petition against the return of a candi¬ 
date at a municipal election or against the return of a 
president or vice-president or against an unsuccessful 
candidate with a view to his disqualification under 
rule 92 on the ground of a corrupt practice or material 
irregularity in the procedure shall be in writing, signed by 
a person who was a candidate at the election or by not less 
than five electors, and the petition shall be presented to 
the Deputy Commissioner or an Assistant Commissioner 
or Kictra Assistant Commissioner appointed by the Deputy 
Commissioner in this behalf within fourteen days after the 
day on which the result of the election was declared, pro¬ 
vided that the limit of fourteen days prescribed by this rule 
may be extended by the Deputy Commissioner if there are in 
his opinion sufficient grounds for such extension. 

Explanation^-yFor the purpose of this rule in a constitueix^y in 
which a candiciate is deemed to be elected under the provisions of 
rule 24 the day on which the list of valid nomination is posted under 
the provisions of sub-rule (1) of rule 22 shall be deemed to be tlie 
day on which the result of the election was declared. 

78 . ( 1 ) The petition shall contain a statement in 
concise form of fhe material facts on which the petitioner 
relies and shall, where necessary, be divided into paragraphs 
numbered consecutively, and shall be signed by the petitioner 
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and verified in the manner prescribed for the verification of 
pleadings in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908. 

(2) The petition shall be accompanied by a list signed 
and verified in like manner setting forth full particulars of 
any corrupt practice which the petitioner alleges, including 
as full a statement as possible as to the names of the parties 
alleged to have committed any corrupt practice and the 
date and place of the commission of each such practice. 

(3) The Commission may upon such terms as to costs 
and otherwise as it may direct at any time allow the 
particulars included in the said list to be amended or order 
such further and better particulars in regard to any matter 
referred to therein to l)e furnished as may in its ofnuion 
be necessary for the purpose of ensuring fair and effectual 
trial of the petition : provided that particulars as to any 
additional corrupt practice not contained in the said list shall 
not be added by means of any such amendment. 

79. (1) At the time of, or before presenting an election 
petition, the petitioner or petitioners shall deposit in the 
treasury, or a sub treasury, if the election was an election 
of a member, president or vice-president of the committee 
of a municipality specified in the Schedule to these rules, 
five hundred rupees, or if the election was an election of a 
member, president or vice-president of the committee of any 
other municipality, two hundred and fifty rupees in cash or 
in Government Promissory Notes of equal value at the 
market rate of the day as security for all costs that may 
become payable by him or them. 

(2) If a petitioner by whom the deposit referred to in 
sub-rule (1) has been made withdraws his election petition 
as provided in rule 84, and in any other case after final 
orders have been passed on the election petition, the depoat 
shall, after such amount as may be ordered to be paid as 
costs, diarges and expenses has been deducted, be returned 
to the petitioner by whom it was made; and if the peti¬ 
tioner dies during the course of the enquiry into the 
election petition, any such deposit, if made by him, shall 
after the amount of such costs as may be ordered to be 
pmd have been deducted, be returned to his legal repre¬ 
sentative. 

(3) All applications for the refund of a deposit shall be 
made to the Deputy Commissioner who shall pass orders 
thereon in accordance with these rules. 

80. The Deputy Commissioner shall forward every 
deetion petition received by him under rule 77 to the local 
Government. 
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81. If any provisions of rule 77 or rule 79 have not 
been complied, with, the local Government shall paas an 
order dismissing tiie election petition, and such order shall 
be hnaL 

82. (1) If the election petition is not dismissed under 
rule 81» the local Government shall, appoint a person or 
arsons, hereinbefore and hereinafter referred to as tte 
Commission, to hold an enquiry into the allegations made in 
the election petition. 

(2) The local Government may ap^nt a person by 
name or by office to be a Commission under this rule, and 
if a person is appointed by virtue of his office the person 
for the time being holding the office shall be the Commission 
unless the local Government shall otherwise direct. 

(3) If a vacancy occurs in a Commission by reason of 
death, transfer, resignation or any other cause the local 
Government may make a fresh appointment as provided by 
clause (2) of this rule. 

(4) A change of incumbency in the Commission whether 
by reason of death, transfer, resignation or any other cause 
shall not invalidate any previous or subsequent proceedings 
in any matter pending before it, nor shall it be necessary 
for a Commission on account of such change to ^^jom- 
mence any inquiry into any matter pending before it for 
disposal. 

(5) The Commission shall cause to be served on each 
respondent a notice of the presentation of the petition, 
together with a copy of the petition, and shall summon each 
respondent and in his presence or if he fails to be present 
or in person or by counsel after summons has been duly 
served upon him, or in his absence shall make an enquiry 
regarding the corrupt practices or irregularities alleged to 
have been committed. 

83. (1) The enquiry shall be held in a place to which 
the public have free access and notice of the time and place 
of enquiry shall be given to the parties not less than iwven 
days l^fore the first day of the enquiry. 

(2) The place of enquiry shall be within the municipal, 
ity provided that the Commission may, on being satisfied 
that special circumstances exist rendering it desirable t^t 
^e enquiry should be held elsewhere, appoint some otiier 
convenient place for the enquiry. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of these rules every 
eleciton petition shall he enquired into as nearly as may be 
In accordance with the procedure applicaUe under the code 
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of Civil Procedure, 1908, to the trial of suits, provided that 
if the Conunission consist of more tlian 9ne person it shall 
only be necessary for it to make or cause to be made a 
memoranda of the substance of the evidence of any witness. 

84. (1) An election petition may be withdrawn only by Withdraws 

leave of the Commission or if an application for withdrawal pe‘>‘'on. 
is made before any Commission has been appointed, of the 
local Government. 

(2) If there are more petitioners than one, no applica¬ 
tion to withdraw a petition shall be made except with the 
consent of all the petitioners. 

(3) When an application of withdrawal is made to the 
Commission notice thereof fixing a date for the hearing of 
the application shall be given to all other parties to the 
petition and shall be published by being posted at the office 
of Deputy Commissioner and at the municipal office. 

(4) No application for withdrawal shall be granted if 
in the opinion of the local Government or of the Com¬ 
mission, as the case may be, such application has been 
induced by any bargain or consideration which ought not to 
be allowed. 

(5) If the application is granted— 

(o) the petitioner shall, where the application has been 
made to the Commission be ordered to pay the 
costs of the respondent theretofore incurred or 
such portion thereof as the Conunission may 
think fit; 

(&) notice of the withdrawal shall be published by 
being posted at the office of the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner and at the municipal office; 

(r) any person who might himself have been a petitioner 
may, within fourteen days from the date of such 
publication, apply to be substituted as petitioner 
in place of the party withdrawing and, upon 
compliance with the conditions of rule 79 as to 
security, shall be entitled to be so substituted 
and to continue the proceedings upon such terms 
as the local Government or the Commission may 
think fit 

(6) When an election petition is allowed by the Com¬ 
mission to be withdrawn the file of the procewiings shall be 
forwarded to the local Government for information. 
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85. (1) An election petition shall abate only on tine 
death of a sole petitioner or of the survivor of several 
petitioners. 

(2) Notice of the abatement of an election petition shall 
be published by the Commission or, if the petition abates 
tefore any Commission has been appointed, by the local 
Government by being posted at the office of the Deputy 
Commissioner and at the municipal office, 

(3) Any person who might himself have been a peti¬ 
tioner may’within fourteen days from the date of such 
publication, apply to be substituted as petitioner, and, upon 
compliance with the conditions of rule 79 as to security, 
shall be entitled to be so substituted and to continue the 
proceedings upon such terms as the local Government or 
tiie Commission may think fit. 

86. If before the conclusion pf the trial of an election 
petition the respondent dies or gives notice that he does 
not intend to oppose the petition the Commission shall cause 
notice of such event to be published by being posted at the 
office of the Deputy Commissioner and at the municipal 
office, and thereupon any person who might have been a 
petitioner may, within fourteen days from the date of such 
pubUcation, apply to be substituted for such respondent to 
oppose the petition and shall be entitled to continue the 
proceedings upon such terms as the Commission may 
think fit. 

87. (1) Save as hereinafter provided in these rules if 
in the opinion of the Commission— 

(а) the election of a returned candidate has been pro¬ 

cured, or induced or the result of the election has 
been materially affected, by a corrupt practice, or 

(б) any corrupt practice specified in sub-clause (i), (»i), 

{«») or (iv) of clause (a) of rule 75 has been 
committed, or 

(c) there has been any material irregularity, or 

(rf) the election has not been a free election by reason 
of the large number of eases in which the corrupt 
practices specified in sub-clause (*; or (it) of clause 
(o) of rule 75 have been committed by a candidate 
or an agent of a candidate or a person acting with 
the connivance of a candidate or such agent or any 
person who is not a candidate or an agent of such 
candi^te or a person acting with the connivance 
of a candidate or such agent, 

the Commisrion shall report ^at the election of the 
returned candidate should be deemed to be void. 
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(2) If tiie Commi»^on reports that a returned candidate 
has been guilty by an agent of any corrupt practice whidh 
does not amount to any form of bribery omer than treating 
as hereinafter explained or to the procuring or abetment of 
personation, and if the Commission further reports that the 
candidate has satisfied it that— 

(а) no corrupt practice was committed at such election 

by the candidate and the corrupt practices mention¬ 
ed in the report were committed eontrai^ to the 
orders and without the sanction or connivance of 
such candidate, and 

(б) such candidate took all reasonable means for pre¬ 

venting the commission of corrupt practices at such 
election, and 

(f) the corrupt practices mentioned in the said report 
were of a trivial, unimportant and limited charac¬ 
ter and did not materially affect the result of the 
election, and 

(d) in all other respects the election was free from any 
corrupt practice on the part of such candidate, 

then the Commission may report that the election of such 
candidate should not be deemed to be void. 

Explanation .—For the purpase of this sub-rule *' treating ” 
means the incurring in whole or in part by any person of the expense 
of giving or providing any food, drink, entertainment or provision to 
any person with tlie object directly or indirectly of inducing him or 
any other person to vote or refrain from voting or as a reward for 
havii:^ voted or refrained from voting. 

88. (1) At the conclusion of the inquiry the Commis¬ 
sion shall report whether the returned candidate has in its 
o^nnion been duly elected, and in so reporting shall have 
regard to the provision of rule 87. 

(2) The reasonable expenses incurred by any person in 
attending to give evidence may be allowed by the Commission 
to such person, and shall, unless the Commission otherwise 
direct, te deemed to be part of the costs. 

'(3) The report of the Commission shall contain 
definite finding regarding the amount of the cost tl^t 
should, in the opinion of the Commission, be allowed and 
the parties by whom and to whom such cost diould be 
paid and such particulars of the amount assessed as cost as 
are prescribed in tlie e^ase of civil suits shall be either 
specified in the Commission’s report or attached to the report 
in the form of a memorandum and the Commission may 
recommend that interests on cost at a rate not exceeding 

^ Amoided by Notiflcaticm No. 34308, dated 1st November, 1332. 
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six per cent, per annum, may be allowed and sueh interest 
shall be added to the cost. 

*(4) Before submitting the report the Commission shall 
fix date for the presence of the parties or their agents and 
shall announce the substance of the report including the 
finding on the question of costs to sueh of the parties or their 
agents as may be present on that date. 

* 89. Where any charge is made in an election petition of 
any corrupt practice, the Commission shall record in its 
report— 

(o) a finding whether a corrupt practice has or has not 
been proved to have been committed by any candi¬ 
date or any agent of a candidate or with the con¬ 
nivance of any candidate or any sueh agent, and 
the nature of such corrupt practice, and 

{b) the names of all persons (if any) who have been 
proved at the inquiry to have b^n guilty of any 
corrupt practice and the natur® of such corrupt 
practice with any sueh recommendations as they 
may desire to make for the exemption of any such 
persons from any disqualifications to which they 
may have become liable in this connection under 
these rules: 

Provided that no person shall be so named in the report 
unless he has been given a reasonable opportunity of showing 
cause why his name should not be so recorded, 

iyofe.—The procedure for the .submivS«ion of the report by the 
CemmivSsion and the pr&sing of the orders thereon is prescribed in 
S^tion 254 and 255 of the Act. 

90. If, as the result of an enquiry, it is established to 
the satisfaction of the Commissioner or the local Govern¬ 
ment or the District Judge, as the ease may be, that any 
person has been guilty of a corrupt practice other than a 
corrupt practice of the description referred to in sub-rule 
(2) of rule 87 and committed in circumstances in which the 
Commission may under the provisions of tiie said sub-rule 
find that an election should not be deemed to be void, the 
Commissioner if the enquiry related to an-election in a muni¬ 
cipality of the second class, or the local Government in any 
other ease, may declare that sueh person shall be iQeapaMe 
of being elected or nominated to membership or to any office 
whether honorary or paid of any local authority for a period 
whMsh may extend to five years. 


^ Atoencted by Notification No, 34368, dated let November 11*32. 
* Added by Notification No. 34122, dated 26th December, 1933- 
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90-A. When issuing final orders under rule 90 or 
rule* 91, the Commiasioner or the local Government, as the 
case may be, shall pass such orders regarding cost and the 
persons by and to whom such costs are to be paid as it may 
deem fit and sudi orders shall be final. (Added by Notification 
No. 36369, dated 1st November, 1932.) 

91. The Commissioner or the local Government may 
remand any case for further enquiry. 

92. The local Government may of its own motion 
direct an enquiry to be held into the conduct of any election 
if there is reason to suspect that a corrupt practice or 
material irregularity has been committed and the ease shall 
be dealt with so far as may be in the manner prescribed in 
these rules. 

93. When as a result of any enquiry under these rules 
the election of a candidate is declared void, tbe Commis¬ 
sioner or the local Government, as the case may be, shall 
direct that a new election shall be held, and, if in any case 
in which the Commissioner has passed orders but the 
candidate has already taken his seat on the committee, the 
Commissioner shall report the matter to the local Govern¬ 
ment with a view to the issue of a direction under clause (e) 
of Section 14 of the Act that the seat of such member shall 
be vacated: 

* Provided that if the Commission has found that there 
has been a mistake in the counting of votes or in the declara- 
tion of invalid votes, and that but for that mistake some 
candidate would have been declared successful, the Commis¬ 
sioner or the local Government, as the case may be, may. 
instead of directing that a new election shall be held declare 
that the candidate found to have the largest number of votes 
shall be declared to have been elected. 

94. If in any case i n respect of which the Commis¬ 
sioner has passed ’ orders a charge of corrupt practice is 
found to have been established, the Commissioner shall for¬ 
ward the record of such ease to the local Government for 
such action under Section 1,16 ot the.Code of Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure as may be deemed necessary. 


* This rule should be omitted as required by Notification No. 
4237, dated 6th February 1934. 

* Added by Notifioition No. 21442, dated I5th August 1933 
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Scbedule Rale 17 <1) 


1. 

Ambala, 

14. 

Karnal. 

2. 

Amritsar. 

15. 

Kasar. 

3. 

Batala. 

16. 

Ijahore. 

4. 

Bhivani. 

17. 

Ludhiana. 

5. 

Dalhoasie. 

18. 

Lyallpur. 

6. 

Dera Ghazi Khan. 

19. 

Multan. 

7. 

Perozepore, i 

20. 

Murree. 

a 

Gujranwala. 

21. 

Panipat. 

9. 

Gujrat. 

22. 

Rawalpndi. 

10. 

Hissar. 

23. 

Rewari. 

11. 

Hoshiarpur. 

24. 

Rohtak. 

12. 

Jang-cnm-Maghiana. 

25. 

Sialkot. 

13. 

Jullundur. 

26. 

Simla. 


All forms excopt Ko. I and IV have been omitted, 

FORM I. 

[Rur.E B.] 

Electoral BolL 

Municipality ____ 

Constituency {amrd or elasu) __________ 

f f 

Name and Place of resi- j Caste Occupation! ^Community 

father's name of tlence of elec- 1 of of i of 

elector ! tor j elector elector f elector. 

. _ ^ _ 

* Electors shall be numbered serially within constituencies. 

•Added by Oovemment (Punjab), Ifotification No. 24B68, dated 
the 1st November 1932. 
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FORM IV. 
lRm.Bl6(J).j 

NuminaUon Paper* ' 

Name of constituency ...*. 

Name of candidate... 

Father's name* * - -. 

Caste .. 

Occupation .*. 

Address.... 


Constituency on electoral roll of which the candidate is reg^ister- 
ed as an elector.*. 

Number of the candidate on the electoral roil of the constituency 

in which he is registered as an elector. 

Name of the proposer. 

Number of the proposer on the electoral roll of the constituency 

in which the candidate is a candidate for election. 

Signature of the proposer***-. 

Name of the seconder.. 

Number of the seconder on the electoral roll of the constituency 

in which the candidate is a candidate for election. 

Signature of the seconder.. 

Declaration hy Candidate. 

1 hereby declare that 1 agree to this nomination* 

Date. Signature of candidate. 

Nofe ^—This nomination paper will not be valid unless it is 
delivered to the Deputy Commissioner or other person autiiorized to 
receive it at his office before 3 i% M. on.19 , 

{To he filled in by Deputy ('ommiasioner or other authorized person 

Certificate of Defirefy» 

Serial No*** . 

This uuminatiou paper w'a.s d<*livored to me at luy officui at {datv 
and hour). 

Date. Signature of Deputy Cominissiuner 

or other authorized person* 

CerUjicait o f Seruiiuy^ 

fRuLK 21 {2)J. 

I have scruiinized the eligibility of the candidate), the proposer 
and seconder, and find that they are respectively qualitiod to stand 
for election, to propose and to second the nomination, and I therefore 
accept the nomination. 

Or 

I have scrutinized this nomination and reject it for the following 
reasons ;— 

Date. Signature of officer soruliniziiig 

the nommation. 
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Rules as to the procedure to be obsorved by Municipal 

Committees in dismissing their officers and servants and 
as to appeal from such orders. 

Punjab Government Notification 4421, dated 17ih February 1925. 

RULES. 

1. In these rules “ Dismissal ” means permanent removal from 
a sulwtantive appointment for misconduct or incompetence; and 
includes discharge for misconduct under sub-section (1) of Section 45 
of the Act. 

2. No officer or servant of a Committee shall be dismissed 
except alter an enquiry as provided in rule 3 : provided that no such 
enquiry shall be necessary if the accuseil is absconding or if he is to 
be dismissed on facts or inferences based on the tinilings of a Court. 

3. A definite charge shall l)e framed in writing in respect of 
each offence alleged against the officer or servant sought to be dis¬ 
missed The charge shall be explained to the accused and the evi¬ 
dence in support of it, and any evidence that the accused may adduce 
in his ^fence shall lie recorded in !iis presence and his defence taken 
down in writing. Each of the charges framed .shall be discussed and 
a finding shall be recordetl on each charge. 

4. An officer or servant dismisseti by less than a two-thirds 
majority of all the members, from a substantive appointment carry¬ 
ing a salary of twenty-one rui)ees per mensem or more may, within 
thirty days from the date of the order of dismissal, appeal to the Com¬ 
missioner if he has l)een dismiss^ by a Committee of the first class; 
or to the I)ep^lty Commissioner if he has been dismissed by a Com¬ 
mittee of the second class, unless the Ileputy Commissioner is himself 
a member of such Committee or the appointment in question is that 
of Secretary, Engineer or Medical Officer of Health, in which cases 
the appeal sliall lie to the Commissioner: 

Provided that nothing in this rule shall preclude a Committee 
from providing by resolution that appeals shall He to itself from 
orders of dismissal passed by any authority to which the Committee 
has delegated its powers under Section 33 or Section 34 of the Act. 
The orders of the Committee on such appeals sliall be deemed to be its 
original orders for ajipeal under this rule; but if the Committee has 
not provided for an appeal, the orders of such authority shall be deem¬ 
ed to be the orders of the Committee for appeal under this rule: 

Provided further that the ap^iellate authority may, if it thinks fit, 
extend in any par icular case the fieriod allowed by this rule for the 
presentation of appeals. 

5. Tlie order of the Commissioner or Deputy tlJommissioner, as 
the case may be, under rule 4, shall be final. 

6. These rules shall not apply to officers or servants of Govern¬ 
ment on foreign service with a Committee or to municipal watch¬ 
men ; and nothing in these rules shall affect the powers conferred on 
the Deputy Commissioner and the Commissioner by Sections 41 and 
42 of the Act. 
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* 7. When the Deputy Comnttssioner or the Oomtnissioner purposes 
to direct a committee to dismiss any person uncfer Section 41 of the 
Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, he sliall foil w the procedure prescrib¬ 
ed by rule 3 above. 

{Note, —In view of the amendment of Sections 41 and 32 the 
words any person authorized by - the local Gtovemment under 
Section 32 ” should be substituted for “ the Deputy Commissioner or 
the Commiasioner. '*) 

Electoral and General Rules applicable to Small 
Towns in the Punjab. 

Published by Punjab Government Notification No, 29388, dated 
13th December 1923, as subsequently amended. 

ELECTORAL RULES. 

1. Every small town shall be divided into two or more wards 
which shall be scheduled by notification under Section 4 of the Act- 

2. * Every male British subject or natural bom subject of a 
State in India, of sound mind, and not lei?s than 21 years of age, who 
during the twelve month.*? preceding the 1st day of December in the 
year in which the register of voters is prepared has ordinarily resid¬ 
ed or carried on business within the limits of the small towns shall 
be entitled to have his name registered as a voter in the small town 
if he— 

(а) pays in the small town Rs. 4 per annum or upwards as 

town rate or any other rate or tax payable under the Act; 
or 

(б) in a small town where no town rate lias been assessed, has 

an income of at lasist Rs. 15 per mensem; or 

(c) possesses immovable property situate within the limits of 

the small town of a value of not less than Rs. 200; or 

(d) pays not less than Re. 1 per mensem as rent for a house 

or part of a house situate within the limits of the small 
town; or 

(e) pays not less than Rs. 5 per annum as land revenue within 

the Tahsil wherein the .small town is situated; or 

(/) has passed the Matriculation and School Leaving Certificate 
or any equivalent examination recognised by the Punjab 
University or any Oriental Title Examination of the Punjab 
University. 

3. Every person entitled shall be roistered as a voter in zcccy 
one ward of the small town, namely, either in the ward where be re¬ 
sides, or at his choice in the ward, if any, wherefrom he derives any 
part of his qualification, but no one shall be entitled to give more 
than one vote, anything contained in rule 2 notwitlistanding. 

^ Amended by I^njab Crovernment Notification No. 30-250, dated the 16th 
September, 1932. 

* Amended by Punjab Government Notification No. 3742-A, dated 5th 
February 1924. 
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4. Where twp or more pereons are jointly qualified under rule 2 
(tf) or 2 (6) every such person shall be severally deemed qualified as 
a voter, provided he would be so qualified if his share was separate. 

5. Every person, who is qualified as a voter under these rules 
and is not ks^ than 25 years of age, shall be eligible for election as 
a nfjember of the Town Committee but no one shall be so eligible 
who-— 

(o) is under contract as regards work to be done for, or goods 
to be supplied to, the Town Committee; 

(6) receives any remuneration out of the Town Fund for ser¬ 
vices rendered to the Town Committee; 

(c) has been proscribed from Government employment within 
three years from the date of the election; 

*((i) has within the five years preceding the date of the election 
been sentaiced or subjected by any Court to imprisonment 
for a period exceeding three months, or been ortered by 
any Court to execute a bond for his good behaviour for a 
period exceeding three months; 

(e) has been adjudged an insolvent; 

•(/) is a whole time salaried servant to Government; 

•(gr) has within five years from the date of election been re¬ 
moved from the membership of a Municipal Committee or 
Notified Area Committee under Section 16 of the Punjab 
Municipal Act, 1911, or has been removed from the mem¬ 
bership of District Board under Section 14 of the Punjab 
District Boards Act, 1883, or has been removed from a 
panchajfat under Section 7 of the Punjab Village Pancha- 
yat Act, 1921: 

* Provided that the Commissioner may, in cases not covered by 
Section 13 of the Irklian Electoral Offences and Enquiries Act, 1920, 
exempt any person or class of persons from disqualification contained 
in clause (6), (s) or (d) of this rule. 

6. A general election shall be held for those seats on a Com¬ 
mittee which are to be filled by election on such date or dates (Ijet- 
ween the 10th day of April and the 10th day of May) as the Deputy 
Commissioner may determine. 

7. The Deputy Commissioner shall, by the 31st December, 
preceding a general election, cause to Ije prepared in Form I append¬ 
ed to these rules a separate register for each election ward of persons 
entitled to be registered as voters. 

8. As soon as the registers have been prepared under rule 7 
public notice of the fact shall be given, together with an intimation 
that the registers are open to inspection at the Town Office. 

* SwbstitutBd fc>r the original (,ul>-claiisf (</) by 1’. (;. Notn. .JJSOSS, dated .Jlst 
October, 1924. 

* Added by F C: Notn. No. 26-'<0, dated 16tb August J924. 

* Added by P. (i. Notn No. 6227, datetl IJth March 192i>, as corrected by 
No, v2y2, dated 6di April 1925. 

* Amended bj- P. G. Notn. No. 22988, dated 21i4t October 1924. 
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9. (i) Any person whose name is not entered in the register 
of voters and who claims to be registered as a voter and any person 
whose name is so entered and who <A>jects to the entry of the name 
of any other person, may, on or before the twentieth day of January, 
give notice in writing personally or through his representative of 
his claim or his objection, as may be to the l^pnty Cohimissioner 
or to an Assistant Commissioner or Extra Assistant Commissioner 
or Tahsildar appointed by the Deputy Commissioner in this 
behalf. 

(it) Every such claim or objection received on or before the 
dne date shall be enquired into by the Deputy Commissioner or by 
an Assistant Commissioner or Extra Assi^nt Commissioner or 
Tahsildar appointed by the Deputy Commissioner in this behalf, who 
after hearing the claimant or objector, or his representative and after 
taking such evidence as he may consider necessary may reject or 
admit such claim or objection. 

(ttt) No appeal shall lie from the order passed by the Deputy 
CJommissioner or an Assistant Commissioner or Extra Assistant 
Commissioner or Tahsildar acting under clause («) of this rule, but 
an order passed by such Assistant Commissioner or Extra Assistant 
Commissioner or Tahsildar shall be subject to revision by the 
Deputy Commissioner, provided that every application for revision 
must be submitted within three days of the date of the order to be 
revised. 

(iv) The Deputy CJommissioner shall, not later than the last day 
of February, cause the registers of voters to be conwted, if neces¬ 
sary, in accordance with any order passed under this rule. 

10. (t) The refpsters of voters prepared under role 7 and 
corrected, if necessary, under rule 9 (iv) shall be deemed to be the 
registers of persons entitled to vote with effect from the first day of 
April (following) until the last day of March in the following year, 
and no person shall be entitled to vote whose name is not enter^ in 
this register during that period. 

(it) The registers of voters shall be subjected to such correction 
yearly before the first day of April as may he necessary to bring 
them up to date, and shall after such correction be deemed to be the 
registers of persons entitled to vote with effect from that date until 
the last day of March in the following year. Claims to be registerr 
ed as a voter or objections to the entry of any person’s name in the 
register may be submitted at any time between the first and the 
twentieth day of January in each year, and shall he dealt with as 
nearly as may be in the manner prescribed for claims or objections 
submitted under rule 9 (i). 

11. (») On or before the fifteenth day of February preceding a 
general election the Deputy Commissioner shall issue public notice 
fixing the date or dates on which the elections shall ly* held for those 
seats which are to be filled by election and calling on candidates to 
submit their nomination papers to him on or before 4 p, m. on tlie 
last day of Pdtimary. 
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iii) Every candidate for election as the representative of any 
ward shall be tx>mmated by not leas than five registered voters belong¬ 
ing to the ward in question. Such nominations shall be made on 
Form II appended to these rules, which shall be subscribed by the 
nominators and also by the candidate in each case to indicate his 
assent to such nomination. The document shall contain such parti¬ 
culars of the nominators and the candidate as may be reasonably 
sufiScient for their identification. 

(i«) On or before the fifth day of March the Deputy Commie* 
sioner shall publish a notice containing a list of the candidates who 
have been nominated and intimating that the nomination papers may 
be scrutinised at his office on a date n )t later than the twelfth day of 
March to be specified in the notice, aud that any person may on that 
date submit in writing his objection to the regularity of any nomina¬ 
tion or the eligibility of any candidate. 

(tp) Every objection made under clause (m) of this rule and 
received on or before the due date shall be enquired into by the 
Eteputy Commissioner or by an Assistant Commissioner or Extra 
Assistant Commissioner or Tahsildar appointed by the Deputy 
Commi'sioner this behalf, who after hearing the objector or his 
representative and after taking such evidence as he may consider 
necessary, shall pass orders allowing or disallowing the candidature 
objected to; provided that if an objection is made on the score that 
the candidate is disqualified under sub clause (d) of rule 5 the 
Deputy Commissioner shall forthwith obtain the orders of the 
Commissioner as to whether the candidate in question shall be 
exempted from such disqualification and on receipt of such orders 
shall pass an order allowing or di.sallowing the candidature 
accordingly. 

(r) The Deputy Commissioner may also of his own motion 
pass an order disallowing any candidature if the nomination of the 
candidate was irregular or if that candidate was not eligible for 
ele ‘tion as a member under any rules for the time being in force 
in the small town in question; proviiled that if he considers any 
candidature should be disallowed on tire score that the candidate 
is disqualified under sub clause d) of rule 5 he shall proceed in the 
manner prescribed in clauseCi’p) of this rule on an objection to a 
candidature based on these reasons. 

(n) No appeal shall lie from any order passed by the Deputy 
Commissioner or by an Assistant Commissioner or Extra Assistant 
CommissionerorTahsildarimderclau.se (ir) or (/>) of this rule, but 
any such order passed by an Assistant Commissioner, or iLctra 
Assistant Commi-ssioner or Tahsildar shall be subject to revision 
by the Deputy Commissioner: provided that every application for 
revision must be submitted within three days of the date of the 
order to be revised. 

12. The Deputy Commissioner shall, at least one week before 
the date fixed for the election, publish a list of all candidates who, 
after the nomination papers have bwn scrutinised and the objec¬ 
tion. if any, received under rule II (m> have been enquired into, 
are found to have been validly nominated. 
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13. (i) If only one daly nominated candidate stands for election 
to any seat, !» shall be deemed to have been duly elected a menAer, 

(fO If more than (Hie duly nominated candidates stand for 
electicai to any ^at» a poll shall be taken oa the day fixed for the 
election in respect of that seat. 

(tit ) If at any time before the declaration of the poll a duly 
nominated <^ndi(]ate intimates to the^ Deputy Commissioner in 
writing that he withdraws from his candidature, his name shall be 
removed from the list of candidates. 

(«/>) If no candidate is validly nominated for election to any 
seat, the Deputy Commissioner shall fix a further date by which 
c andida tes for election may be nominated and shall proceed as nearly 
as may be in accordance with rale 11, with regard to the scrutiny 
of objections against such nominations. 

14. If under rule 13 {ii) a poll is to be taken in rei^pect of any 
seat, the Deputy Commissioner shall issue a notice at least one week 
before the date fixed for the election fixing the time or tinaes and 
place or places at which the poll shall be taken. Such places shall 
be known as “ polling stations 

15. Tlie Deputy Commissioner shall appc>int one or more persons 
of the position of a Gazetted Officer, or Tahsildar orNaib Tahsildar 
hereinafter termed '* the Returning Officer ’ * to preside over the 
election at each polling station, and such returning officers shall be 
assisted by one or more persons as may be considered necessa^. 
If there are more returning officers than one, the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner shall nominate one of these to be the first returning officer. 

16. The first returning officer shall be supplied with a copy 
of the register of voters and with a copy of the list of valid nomina¬ 
tions of candidates for election referred to in rule 12 

17. Voting shall be by ballot; ballot papers shall be ip form 
III appended to these rules; all votes shall be given in person at the 
polling station and no voting by proxy shall be allowed. 

18. (*) When a person presents himself to vote but not after¬ 
wards, the first returning o&cer may of his own accord, and shall 
if so required by the candidate or his agents, put to the perscm all or 
any of the following questions, the answers to which shall be 
recorc^ in writing and the record signed by the first returning 
officer and by the person who gives the answers— 

(а) Are you the person registered in the register of voters 

as follows {reading the whole entry from the 
register) f 

(б) Have you already voted at the present election? 

(c) Such other questions as he may think fit or necessary. 

(ii) No person required to answer any of these questions ^all 
be permitted to v(»te until he has answered it. 

iiii) Every person presenting himself to vote shall* if be be 
his name opposite the corresponding entry in the copy 
of the register of voters supplied to the first returning (fficer, or, 



^ ite lK'^tex«Ue. Ml aifiSK marie ;lliei«to, itn^ jjtwamce 

o£>^ilNri: 'rettHnl«!(?^<^9icer• 

:(♦«») !n»e ftrst retaimmg ^o^feer oliall 'then 4«ive to the in»ter a 
jMKHot .paper or papets ;beaeTtQg;«n official mailc* 

19. (») Hie voter on receiving the ballot paper shall nutlee a 
olon ajgjtiast <:the imme of )1 Ik» candidate .lor whom he votois ; he 
sl»H i^'his fnllot pa^er ninto a box provided fortthe purpose "lawe- 
imUm’ iealledlhe ballot box. 

(«) If a voter is unable to read and -vjrite, the returning 
officer ahaill cause the vote of such veter to be marked'on the ’ballot 
papm: in the.manner directed by sa<^ voter and the ballot papers to 
beifdaced in the-ballot box. 

20. Any ballot paper which is not duly marked or on which 
vt^es are given to more tlian one candidate or on which any mark 
has beesi’ma^ by-.which ttie voter may be identiOed shall be invalid. 

21. If a person representing himself to be a particular voter 
named in the voters’ register applies for a ballot paper after 
another x^Tson has voted as such voter the applicant Shall> after 
duly answering such questions as the returning officer may asfc> be 
entitled to'inatlc a ballot paper in the same manner as any other voter, 
but the ballot papCT shall be of a colour differing from the other 
ballot paper, and, instead of being put into the ballot box, shall be 
given to the first rettiming officer and endorsed by him with the 
name of the voter and his number in the voters’ register, and set 
aside in a separate packet, and shall not be counted by the returning 
officer. The sigtature or thumb impression of the voter shall not be 
m^ein the votera’register as provided in rule 18 (tiil but shall 
be made in a separate list containing a copy of the correspondii^ 
entry in the voters’ register and bearing the heading “ List of Tend- 
ered 'Votes.” 

23’. At the close of the poll, in the presence of the persons 
nominated to assist the returning officers and of such canffidat^ 
or their agents, if any, as may be in attendance, the returning 
crfHcer ^«tll— 

(o) open the ballot box and separate the ballot;papmu which 
they admit as valid from those which they deem invalid 
eu^XTsiog on .the latter the word “ rejiected ” and the 
ground of .r^ection; 

(b) count the valid votes given to each candidate; 

(c) prepare and certify as correct a return setting forth— 

,(t) the number of persons who presented themselves to 
vote ; 

(ti) the number of valid votes given for each candidate; 

iUi) the name of the candidate for whom mtwt ’<m1id votte 
were given; 

(ip), ibe oombw of ballot papem declared itrwtlid; and 
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(d) seal up ia separate packets the tendered ballot papers, the 
ba^ot papers admitted as valid, the ballot papers reject^ 

« a» invalid, fee cof^ of the vcrters* zes^stier referred to rule 
(if«^ asd ihe list of' teaidered votes prescribed in rule 
21 and record on each packet a descri|^ioo of its contents 
and the date of fee electimi to which it relates, together 
wife fee name of the class or name and number of the 
ward for a representative of which theelecti<m was held; 

(<e) permit any candidate or his agent to take a copy of, or an 
ejctract from, the return prescribed in clause (c) of this 
role. 

23. The Hist returning o^Bcer shall then forward the return 
and the i^ket of ballot papers and lists rdferred to in rule 21 to the 
Deputy Commissioner who shall cause a copy of the return pres¬ 
cribed in role 22 (c) to be published for general information. 

24. (i) The Deputy Commissioner shall retain for three months 
tlie packets of the ballot papers and lists forwarded to him by the 
first returning officer, and shall then, unless there appears to him to 
be good reasons for retaining them for a further period, cause feem 
to be destroyed. 

(ii) While the packets are in the custody of the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner they shall not be opened or their contents inspected except 
under bis written order or under the order of a Court enquirir^ into 
an election petition under any rules that may be in fcn>ce. 

25. If it is found that two or more candidates have polled an 
equal number of valid votes and tlie addition of a vote would entitle 
any of those persons to be declared to be elected, the first retumii^ 
officer shall decide by lots. 

26. The Deputy Commisstoi^r sbaU in due course forwani to 
the Commissioner the names of the candidates duly elected with a 
view to their election being notified in the Gazette. 

26‘-A. If any person is elected in more than one ward, he shall 
by notice in writing signed by him and delivered to the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner, within three days of pifelication of the etecdon in the 
Gazette choc^ for which of those wards he shall serve. M he does 
net deliver such notice within the time prescribed, the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner shall within six days from fee date of the publication of the 
eleciion, declare for which ward he shall serve; Such choice <«r 
declaration, as the case may be. sball be ctmdusive The prcrvisions 
of rate 27 shall ap|>ly to the reeuHiog vacancy or vacancies in the 
ward or wards not chosen <»r declared. 

27. When a vacancy occurs anxiog tte elected members of a 
Oammittee by death, resignation or removal and a new member has 
to be elected in his place in accordance with Section 8 of the Pon^b 
^all Towns Act, 1922, such election shall be conducted in the 
oinmner prescribed in these rales for a general election, save feat 
the date of the election shall be fixed as soon as may be convenient 
l4ter the occurrence of the vacancy. 
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28. (*) Any pelHm who— 

(а) makns op alters any register, list or other document in 

ooi^raventioa of these rules or causes a false entiy to be 
made in any sucli register, list or other document; or 

(б) wilfully makes a false answer to any question put to him 

under rule 18 u) ; or 

(c) obstructs any returning officer in the ccmduct of an election 

or in any way interferes with the examination and count¬ 
ing of ballot papers; or 

(d) defaces, injures, alters, disturbs or removes any copy, list, 

notice or other document posted anywhere under these 
rules; 

shall on conviction by a magistrate, be punishable with fine which 
may extend to fifty rupees. 

(ii) No Court shall take cognisance of any offence under these 
rules except njwn complaint made with the sanction in writing of the 
Deputy Commissioner. 

29. (t) Every petition against the return of any candidate at 

a small town election on the ground of corrupt practice' shall be ma^ 
in writing signed by a i)erson who was a candidate at the election or 
by not less than five voters and the jjetition shall l>e presented to the 
Deputy Commissioner within one week after the <^y on which the 
result of the election was declare.!. The t)elitiou shall specify the 
acts which the ob.iector or objectors allege to amount to corrnpt 
practice as affecti^ tl»e result of election, and which be or they are 
prepared to establish and shall on presentation be supported by a 
statement made on oath by each objector: 

Provided that on suflacieot cause being shown the limit of one 
w«k prescribed by this rule may be extended by the Deputy Cbm- 
missioner. 

(ii) Tlie Deputy Commissioner may either reject the petition 
after recording his reasons for so doing or make such inquiiy thereon 
as he deems fit either himself or tlirough any officer subordinate to 
him and not below the rank of a magistrate of the second class as he 
nay appoint in this behalf. If he fintls that any corrupt practice has 
been committ^, he shall submit the case to the Commissioner with a 
recommendation that action be teUien under Section 7 of the Act, 

30. If any person is convicted of an offence under Chapter IX-A 
o( the Indian Penal Cocte or if he has been removed from the Commit¬ 
tee in consequence of a rejwrt under paragraph 28 <rf tb^ rules his 
name, if on the voters' register, shall be removed therefrom and shall 
not be registered thereon for a period of five years from the date of 
the conviction or the report, as the case may be, or if not on the voters’ 
register shall not be so registered for a like period. 

* 30-A. The Commissioner may by notification alter all or anv 
of the dates or periods mentioned in rules 6, 7, 9, 10 and 11 in the 
case of any election. 

^^24 * I*unjab <;<.vcjnmcni Notificatton No 3742-A, tlatwl 5th Feb^niary 

The forms been omitted.J 



'tOffltSld EtMS'iO&AL Mlb GOftSTBaAL Btrus 1085 

Genwal Ridfl*. 

31. Bvei'y town committee shall observe those general imHu- 
ciples of whidh Qovemmeot has approved in the s^erad departments 
of aKlministraiitm. 

32. Ibwn Committees shall correspond with local Qovemment 
and its c^ers only through the Deputy Commissioner who will be 
guided by departmental rules in conducting such correspondence. 

33. All business shall be transacted in English or Urdu, but ptv>- 
oeedings shall be recorded in the language in which the business is 
transacted. Notice shall be issued in Urdu unless the Commissioner 
of the Division directs that they shall be issued in both English and 
Urdu. 

34. An abstract of the minutes of each meeting of the town 
committee shall be displayed in some conspicuous spot accessible to 
the public at the place of meeting of the town committee and a copy 
of such abstract shall be supplied on application to the manager of 
every newspaper which is published within the limits of the (^strict 
in which the Town Committee is situated. 

* 34-A. (1) The oath or affirmation of allegiance prescribed in 

Section 4-A of the Punjab Small Towns Act, 1921, shall be administered 
by the Deputy Commissioner or any other officer appointed by him in 
the case of members of a new committee assuming office consequent 
on a general election and by the chairman of the meeting in other 
cases. 

(2) The administration of oath or affirmation under clause (1) 
of this rule shall be recorded as a part of the proceedings in the 
minutes of the meeting. 

* 34-11. A copy of the each resolution passed at any meeting of a 
committee shall within three days from the date of the meeting be 
forwarded to the Deputy Commissioner. 

35. Every general order sanctioned under Section 36 of the Act 
shall be published in the Gazette. 

36. In every case in which public notice is to be given by a 
town committee in exercise of a power conferred or in discharge of 
an obligation imposed by the Punjab Small Towns Act, 1922, or by 
any rule or bye-law made thereunder, such notice shall be published 
by proclamation, and a copy of such notice shall be displayed in some 
consincuous spot accessible to the public at the place of meeting of the 
committee. A copy of such notice shall also be supplied to the 
manager of every newspaper which is published within the limits 
of the district in which the small town is situated. 

37. (i) Every town committee shall as soon as possible 
after the close of each financial year, prepare such reports and returns 
as may from time to time be prescribe by the local Gov^ment on 
the constitution of the commit^ and the accoimts of its income, 
expenditure, balances and liabilities or any other matter. 


‘ Added by P. G.'Notn. No 20982. dated 5th June 1929. 

• Inserted'by P. G. Notn. No. 3837, dated 27th November 1^9. 
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(«) One copy of the imports atid returns as prepared shall be 
submitted direct to Gk»vemm«it tlirough the Deputy Oommissioner 
by-the 15th day of Miy in each year and a second copy shall be 
forwarded through the Deputy Commissioner to the Commissioner; 

(m) The annual report on the working of Uie committee shall 
be submitted to tlie Deputy Commissioner together with the c<^y of 
the returns, forwarded for submission to the Commissioner. 

38; No land, * [which is the property of a town committee, or] 
which has vested in a town committee under Section 19 of 
the Act shall be alienated permanently or for a term exceeding 
ten years except with the previous sanction of the Commis¬ 
sioner of the Division or in exercise of the powers specialljj conferred 
upon a town committee by these rales or any other authority of the 
fcxal Government. 

* 38-A. No committee, in whom any land of Government vests or 
to whom any land of Government has been transferred for manage¬ 
ment, shall cause or suffer any building of a permanent nature to be 
constructed on such land, or shall cause or suffer such land to be 
diverted permanently from its existii^ use, without the consent of 
the local Government. 

» 3®-B. Every town committee shall maintain its water works, 
if any, to the satisfaction of the Superintending Ei^neer, Public 
Health Circle, Punjab, and shall make due prorision for keeping them 
in proper working order and in a state of constant repair. 

39. Every town committee shall be bound bjr the rules contained 
in the Punjab Education Code for the time being in force as far as 
they apply to the local bodies, 

40. No member of committee shall be present at or vote or take 
any other part in any proceedings of a committee or sub-committee 
relating to a matter in which he or either of his parents or any other 
descendant of either of his parents or the husband or wife, as the case 
may be, of any such descendant has a direct or indirect pecuniary 
interest. 

* 41. No annuity or gratuity on retirement and no leave, absentee 
or acting allowances to an oflBloer paid from a town fund slmll, with¬ 
out the express sanction of the local Government, exceed what would 
be admissible under the rules which apply to an officer paid from 
general revenues. 

■ 42. The fee leviable for a n<^ice of demand served under Sectkm 
31 of the Act shall be eight annas in the case of demand of five rupsea 
or less and one rupee in other causes for every notice so issued. 


^ Inserted by Tun jab Government Notification No. .72762. dateil the 31sit 
August 1933 

2 Added by l:\injab Government Notification No 30035, dateti 23rd November 
1927. 

•inserted Punjab Government Notification No 300(K*, dated 13th 

September 1932. 

4 Added by Punjab Government Notification No. 13506, 29th Novennber 1927. 
* Added by Punjab Government Notification No. 300.^5, dated 23rd 
Navembar I927y 
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ai^ ntoiaher, officer or servant of the committee or of ai^ other 
local aottiority wittiout the previous sanction irf Deputy Cwnnsissioner 
if the anoonot Of the revrard or honorarium does not exceed ten rupees 
or of the Commissioner if such amount exceeds ten rupees but does 
not exceed one year's salary of the officer or servant concerned or of 
the local Government in any other case. 


Rules re Appointment, Suspension or Dismissut of Offiems 
und Servants in Small Towns. Punjab Government Notification 
No. 9052, dated 3rd April 1925 as amended by Ponjab Government 
Notifications No. 21566, dated 16th August 1927, No. 3365, dated 20Ui 
Decembea* 1927, No. 17130 dated 18th June 1027 and No 5394, dated 
7th February 1911 and by subsequent notifications. 

RULES. 

1. In these rnles- 

(1) “to dismiss'' means permanently to remove from a substan¬ 
tive appointment for misconduct or incompetence. 

(2) “Sanitary works " include all works— 

(а) connectexl with the collection, storage, protection, su{^ly, 

distribution and regulation of water for drinking or 
flushing: 

(б) connected with drainage, sewerage or the utilization of 

sewerage; 

(c) connected with the sanitation of streets, slaughterhouses, 
markets, lodging houses, mrais-, bathing ghats and other 
public places; 

id) subsidiary to, or connected with, or relating to, the con¬ 
struction or maintenance of water and flood and drainage 
channels, sewers and street gutters. 

(3) “ The British Medical Act ” has the meaning assigned to it 
in Section 3 of the Punjab Medical Registration Act, 1916. 

2. (1) Except as provided in sub-rules ( 2 ) and (3) no person 
Shall be appointed as an officer or servant of a Town Committee, save 
in pursuance of a resolution of the Committee, and no officer or 
servant of a Town Committee .shall be suspended, dismissed or 
transferred from one appointment to another, save in pursuance of 
such a resolution. 

(21 If the Committee has, in exercise of the power conferred by 
Section 42 of the Act, delegated its power to the President or tlie Vice- 
President, the President or the Vice President may, in exercise of 
the power so delegated, by order appoint, dismiss or transfer from one 
appointment to anoU»r any officer or servant of the committee. 

(3) In cases of emergency, the President, or in his absence the 
Vice-President, may appoint or snapeod or transer from one appoint¬ 
ment to aootlier any officer or servant of the committee, subject to 
confirmation of such appointment, suspension or transfer by the 
committee at its next sub^uent meeting. 

S Added by Panjab Gtnemment Notification No. -KIOTO, dated 10th December 
1929. 
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* «-A. No pelPBcm, who is eittier a poretrt w deseokiai* of a 
meml^ «rf a town committee or a d^cendatiA of any f«mA of soeh 
inember> or the hosband or wife of such member ctf descendant) or a 
paremt of the husband or wife of such member or a deecotdifmt of 
any such parent last referred to, shall be appointed ns ad officser or 
servant of such town committee withoirt the jMevious sancticm <rf the 
Deputy Commissioner.” 

3. (1) When it is proposed to dismiss any officer or servant of a 

oOdunittee, the charges against him shall be framed in writing, and 
togetter with the evidence in support of tiiem, shall be explained to 
him; his statement and any evidence which he may produce in his 
defence shall be recorded, and a separate finding shall be recorded in 
respect of each charge. 

(2) Any officer or servant of a committee who has been dismissed 
may within thirty days of the dite of the resolution or order of 
dismissal appeal to Jhe Deputy Commissioner whose decision shall 
be final, provided that the Deputy Commissioner may, if he thinks 
fit for reaa)n8 to be recorded, admit an appeal lodged after tlie expiry 
of thirty days from the date of the resolution or order of dismissal. 

* (3) When the Deputy Commissioner requires a committee 
to dismiss any person under Section Jl of the Punjab Small Towns Act, 
1922, he shall follow the procedure prescribed by sub-rule (1) 
above. 

* 3-A. When the Deputy Commissioner proposes to direct a town 
cwnmittee to dismiss any person under Section 11 of the Punjab Small 
Towns Act, 1922, he shall follow the procedure prescribed by sub¬ 
rule (1) of the rule 3 above. 

4. No person shall be appointed by a committee as town 
engineer unless he possesses such qualifications as are prescribed for 
the Punjab Subordinate Engineering services, and has in addition 
three years' professional standing. 

5. No person shall be appointed by a Committee to any office, 
other than the office of town engineer, connected with sanitary or 
other works the proper discharge of which requires the exercise of 
professional skill unless he possesses such qualifications as the local 
Government may, from time to time, by general or special order, 
prescribe. 

6. No person shall be employed by a committee as Medical 
Officer of Health or Assistant Medical Officer of Health who does not 
possess— 

(a) a degree or diptoma entitling him to be be registered 
under the Punjab Medical Registration Act, 1916, or the 
British Medical Act; and 

* Suhbtitnted by t'unjab Government Notification No. 8V2. dated 11th lannarv 
1933. 

* Added by Punjab Government Notification No. 30253, dated ICth September 
■1932. 

* Inserted by Punjab Government Notification No. 5562. dated 24th February 
1933. 
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4g); ft qm1IAcektt<»in.|mblich<»lthentitU^ to be regie- 
ta«d ttader tbe British Medical Acts or graoted by a 
iwcM^^jsed lodiao uoiversity: 

* [ Provided that the local Gbvernment may exempt any town 
committee from tte operation of clause (ft).] 

7. No persMJ shall be employed by a committee as a Female 
Assistant Mraical OfiScer of Health unless she possesses the diploma 
of M. P. L. or a higher dipbma and is registered under the Punjab 
Medical Registration Act, 1916. 

* 8. (1) No person asserting himself to be a hakim or vaid 

shall be employed by a committee unless he— 

(o) has i»ssed one of the following examinations:— 

(i) the Hakim-i-Haziq of the Islamia CJollege, Lahore; 
(ti) the Zubdatul Hukama of the Islamia Ollege, Lahore; 
(tti) the Kaviraj of the D. A. V. College, Lahore; 

(iv) the Vaidya Vachaspati of the D. A. V. College, Lahore; 

(v) the Unani (Arabic) Pinal Pazil-i-Tib-o-Jirahat of 
the Ayurv'edic and Unani Tibbi College, Delhi; 

{vi) the Unani (Urdu) Pinal Kamil-Til>o-Jirahat of the 
Ayurvedic and Unani Tibbi College, Delhi; 

(oii) the Vedic (Sanskrit) Pinal Ayurvedachar^ Dhan- 
vantri of the Ayurvedic and Unani Tibbi CJollege, 
Delhi; or 

(ftti) the Vedic (Bhasha) Pinal Bishagacharya Dhan« 
vantri of the Ayurvedic and Unani Tibbi College, 
Delhi or 

(fr) the Haziqul-Hukma of the Bhupindra Tibbya College, 
Patiala. 

(a:) the Tabib-i Akmal of the Bhupindra Tibbya College, 
Patiala; or 

(6) is a registered medical practitioner not being in, or having 
been dismissed from, the service of Government; or 

(c) has a diploma showing that he has been the pui>i! of a 
practising hakim or vaid and has himself continuously 
and satisfactorily practised the profession for not less 
than seven years ; or 

id) is a Sanad holder of the Takmil-ul-Tib College, Luck¬ 
now. _ 

* Added by Punjab Government Notification No '-’‘'720. dated Uth July 
1932, 

•As amended by Punjab Government Notificatitnn No 715<.b. dated ZCtJi 
Pecember 1937 and No. 33651, dated 20tb December 1937. 
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(2) Exsotq^t ^th the previous saoctiou of the teckV €k>v«pn- 

BO person d^cribing himself to be a hakim or void shall^ be 

a remuQeiatioQ exceming fifty rupees per menseiPt and with¬ 
out such sanction no hakim or vtifd who has not one or oth^r of the 
qualifications specified in clauses (n) and (b) of sub-rule (X) shall 
be paid a remuneration e»5eeding twenty-five rupees per men¬ 
sem. 

(3) A committee may supplement Hit remuneration payable 
to a Aaim or void under sub-rule ^2) by the supply erf medioines 
either free or on commission sale. 

(4) Every hakim or void employed by a committee shall 
keep a register of patients and the Commissioner of the division or 
the Deputy Commissioner or Civil Simgeon of the District or the 
President or Secretary or any other person authorised to this effect 
by the committee may call for and inspect such register. 

*y. No town committee shall employ or continue to employ any 
person as a dispenser in any hospital or dispensaiy unless lie has 
undergone a course of three months’training at a hospital at the 
headquarters of a district or such other hospital as may be declared 
by Government to be a hospital at which such training may be 
undergone and has obtained a certificate from the Civil Surgeon 
certifying that he is fit for employment as a dispenser; 

Provided that any person who at the ti me this rule comes into 
force is employed as a dispenser may be retained in such employ¬ 
ment for a period of one year from such date, but shall not be 
retained in employment as a dispenser thereafter unless he has, in 
the meantime, undergone the course of training and obtained the 
certificate prescribed above or certified by the Civil Surgeon to be 
fit for employment as a dispenser without undergoing such course 
of training. 

10. No town committee shall appoint to the post of Sanitary 
Inspector any person wlio does not possess at least one of the follow¬ 
ing certificates— 

(а) The Punjab Sanitary Inspector’s Certificate; 

(б) The Bombay Sanitary Surveyor’s Certificate. 

(c) The Madras Sanitary Inspector’s Certificate. 

(<2) A certificate from the Royal Sanitary Institute, London. 

(e) A certificate from the Sanitary Inspectors* Association, 
London and whose name at the time of his appointment 
does not appear in the Register of Sanitary Inspectors 
maintained by the Director of Public Health, Punjab. 

11. The pay of SaniUry Inspector shall not be leas in either 
grade than the minimum of the scale prescribed below— 

Jst gra<^ Rs. 100 —5—150 per mensem 
2nd grade Rs. 50-4—90 „ : 


I Added by Punjab Government Notification No. 17110. dated ISth June 
^927 and Punjab Government Noufioation No. 13106. dated 9th April 1919. * 
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PMMrtded that a Saaitarj^ Inspect stekU a(^ be promoted to 
tbe 1st grade tiattl be has passed the preacdbed examination; 

provided further that a committee may grant' a conveyance 
allowmiee in addition to pay. 

12. No town committee shall employ a Sanitary Inspector on 
work other than sanitation, registration of vital statistics and the 
{neventionof encroachments on public property* except with the 
sanction of the Director of Public Health, Punjab. 

*13. Every Sanitary Inspector shall maintain a diary of 
sanitary reports and recommendations; and shall at such periods 
as may be pt«scribed by the Director of the Public Health submit 
his diary to the Medical O.TScer of Health of the Committee or 
where there is no such Medical Officer of Health to the District 
Medical Officer of Health who, after recording his remarks therein, 
shall forward the diary to the President of the Committee for 
orders: 

Provided that if any special report is submitted by a Sanitary 
Inspector, only an abstract of such report with the order, if any, shall 
be entered in the diary in the appropriate place. 

14. Eveiy Sanitary Inspector shall when required submit his 
diary to the Director of Pub'ic Health or any of his assistants. 

15. Every committee of a small town mentioned in Appendix 
A of these rules shall emp'oy at least one Saaitiry Inspector, 

16. The appointment and dismissal of a Sanitary Inspector by 
a town committee shall be subject to the approval of the Director 
of Public Health, Punjab, but in other respects Sanitary Inspectors 
shall be under the control of the local bodies which employ tliem. 


APPENDIX A. 


1. Bhalwal. 

6. 

Pattoki. 

2. Chakwal. 

7. 

Sillanwali. 

3. Qujarkhau. 

8. 

Tandlianwala. 

4. Hafizabad. 

9. 

Tarn Taran. 

5. Jarantvala. 

10. 

Toba Tek Singh. 


Note —Rules lO t ' 16 were added by Punjab Government Notifi¬ 
cation No. 19332, dated drd Jane 1928 and Na. 2701-S, dated 20th 
July 1928 and No. 23986, dated 15th August 1928. 


' iyoe«.—The diaries maintained under this rule shall be for the'week ending 
on Saturday and submitted to district Medical Officer of Health by Monday 
rr-orning following the week to which they relate The District Medi^ Officer 
of Health after persual of those diaries shall transmit them to tbe President, Small 
Town Committee concerned for recording his remarks thereon, (vide letter No. 
12572-760. dated 2Ut August 192) from Director of Public Health to all ComOlia- 
aionsrs of Divfeions. 
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BnmieM bye-laws appHeabie to all S-nallTowa CMBono^teet. 

(Punjab Governroast Notification No. 28468) dated 17th December 1924 
as amended by Pun^b (Government Notification No. 13632) dated 30th 
April 1927 Punjab (Government No. 12632) dated 30th April 1927» 
and Punjab (Government Notification 20105, dated 1st August 1927 
and subs^uent notifications). 

1. The President or, in his absence, the Vice-President or, if no 
President or Vice-President has yet been elected, the Secretary may 
convene a meeting of the committee at any time or place- 

1»A. These rules may be called the Small Towns Business Rules, 
1924. 

Note .—Section 10 of the Act requires that every committee shall 
meet at least once a month. 

2. (I) When a meeting is to be convened notice thereof shall 
be sent to every member ordinarily three clear days before the date 
of the meeting and in any case at leeist one clear day before such date. 

(2> Every such notice shall state the place, time and date fixed 
for the meeting and shall be signed by the President, Vice-President 
or Secretary. 

(3* Every such notice shall be accompaniel by a duly attested 
list of business hereafter called “the agenda” to be transacted at 
the meeting 

(4> If it is necessary to adjourn a meeting the Chairman of the 
meeting shall give notice at the place of meeting, of the place, time 
and date to which the meeting is adjourned, and notice thereof shall, 
as soon as may be, sent to every member of the committee not present 
at the meeting adjourned: provided that it shall_ be lawful for the 
President or it his absence, the Vice-President in an emergency to 
alter with due notice the place, time and date so fixed. 

3. (1) The agenda shall include every matter that any memter 

may desire to put before a meeting: provided tlaat a copy of the motion 
thereon signed by such member and by a seconder has been delivered 
to the Secretary of the committee at the committee’s ofQce at least 
seven clear days before the meeting: provided further that the 
President may, for reasons to be recorded in writing, refuse to permit 
any matter to be placed on the agenda if he considers that the 
matter is ons which the town committee is not concerned or is other¬ 
wise not suitable for discussion at a meeting of the committee; 

1 Provided further that no matter shall be included in the 
agenda for any meeting of a committee nor be discussed at any such 
meeting which Is not connected with the functions anl duties of com¬ 
mittees as prescribed by the Punjab Small Towns Act, 192 audit 
shall be the duty of the President to disallow the inclusion in the 
agenda of any such matter, and the President or the Chairman of the 
meeting shall refuse to permit at a meeting the discussion of any 
such matter; 

Provided further that the President or Chairman of a meeting 
may permit the discussion of any such matter if the discussion of 
such matter appears to him to be in the public interest and not in 
any way lik^y to impede the administration or to promote or 

* Subatitntcd by Punjab Government Notification No. 516 of 6tb January 
1.932. 
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eiBcoarag^ lawtesstiesa or to cause communal discord or to be for any 
other reason undesirable. 

(2) Any member aggrieved by the refusal of the President to 
allow any matter to be placed on the agenda may appeal to the Deputy' 
Clommissioner whose decision as to whether the matter may be so 
placed or not shall be final 

(31 The files of all cases on the agenda of a meeting phall be 
made available for inspection in the Secretary’s office immediately 
after the despatch of notices convening a meeting. 

(4) No business shall be transacted at any me^^ting of a com¬ 
mittee unless at least three members are present: provided that if at 
any meeting there is no quorum the Chairman may adjourn the 
meeting in accordance with the provisions of sub-rule f4) of rule 2 to 
a subsequent date and on such subsequent date the agenda may be 
disposed of whether a quorum is present or not. 

u. The proceedings of every meeting shall commence with a 
motion by the Chairman that the minutes of the previous meeting be 
confirmed. Such minutes shall ordinarily be taken as read, but if for 
any reason they have not been previously circulated to the members 
they shall be read before they are taken into consideration. Any mem¬ 
ber who was present at the previous meeting may object to the 
confirmation of the minutes by moving an amendment on the ground 
that any matter is not correctly recorded or expre^^sed. 

6. The items on the agenda shall then he dealt with sn the 
order in which they appear in the notice: provided that the Chairman 
with the consent of the majority of the members present, may vary 
such order or bring before the meeting any matter not included in 
the agenda. 

7. The Chairman shall decide all points of order or procerlure, 
and his decision shall be final. Whenever he rises to speak any 
member speaking shall resume his seat. 

8. If more than one member rise to speak at the same time, 
the Chairman shall name the member who is to speak. 

9. Members when speaking shall stand and address the Chairman 
and except on a point of order, or personal explanation, the member 
speaking shall not be interrupted by any member other than the 
Chairman. 

10. No speech shall be read. 

11. So far as is possible and consistent with the matter under 
discussion no member shall direct personal or objectionable remarks 
at any other member. For the purpose of this rule the ruling of the 
Chairman shall be final. 

12. A member desiring to raisse a point of order or make a 
personal explanation shall rise and address the Chairman. ^ The 
member speaking shall then give way, and remain seated until the 
CJhairman has decided the point raised: provided that the Chairman 
may permit any other member, including the member called, to speak 
on the said point. 

13^ If the meeting refuses to obey the ruling of the Chai];:man 
on any inatter he may adjourn it at once; and when ha has declared 
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ttie me^ng adjourned on this or any other ground, the suhs^uent 
proceedings of the meeting or any residue thereof shall be void and 
shall not appear in the tmnutes. 

14. The Chairman after calling the attention of the meeting 
to the conduct of a member vrho persists in stating or in arguing upon 
a matter which is, in the opinion of the Chairman, irrelevant or in 
repeating his own argumente or the arguments used by other mem¬ 
bers, may direct him to discontinue his sj^ech. 

15. The Chairman may name any unruly member for report to 
Government with a view to action being taken under Section 7 of the 
^^ct. 

16. The Chairman may direct any member, whme conduct is in 
his opinion grossly disorderly, to withdraw immediately from the 
meeting, and any member so ordered to withdraw shall do so foi^witli 
and shall, unless recalled by the Chairman, absent himself during the 
remaiod?r of the meeting. The Chairman may cause to be summari¬ 
ly removed any member who disobeys an order to withdraw under 
this rule. 

* 17. The President or the Vice-President shall on the appli^ 
cation of any ratepayer or his representative or agent, supply him 
with a copy in English, Roman Urdu or Vernacular, as the case may 
be, of any order passed by the town committee, on the payment of 
fees at the same rates as are prescribed from time to time for the 
supply of copies under Standing Order No. 5 of the Financial 
Commissioners. 


* Added hy Pimjab Goveraiaent Notidcatioa No. 20105. dated 1st Aucost 1927. 
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419 

— 

423 

119 

480 

127 

550 

170-F 



1100 


Baildinf^—conftf. 

power to regulate line of _ 

cases in which this power can be exercised 

measdng of regular line _ 

{Hrescriptionof regular line 

scope of {^er regulating line of building 

not to project besrond the houses in either side _ 

alteraition of the line of _ 

meaning of houses in either side of _ 

con^KSisation to be paid when a—is set back _ 

15 p. c. for compulsory acquisition is not payable 

nxHive for action under S. 174 _ 

princifdes of assessing _ 

extent of destruction necessary for exercise of power 

terms for bringing forward a _ 

time of action _ 

erected without sanction or against bye-laws, 

remedies of public against such _ 

power to attach brackets for lamps to _ 

to affix names of streets and number of buildings 

to _ 

to prevent roof, external wall of—being m ide of 

inflammable materials _ 

BO person to commence erection or re^rection 

of—without previous sanction _ 

power to make bye-laws as to mode of construc¬ 
tion of _ 

alteration or demolitition of—erected without or 

contrary to sanction _ 

power to regulate—over drains, etc. _ 

completion of _ 

Building line, definition of 

set l^k of 597 

damage by set back of __ 

extent of destruction necessary for exercise of 
powers under section 174 

bringing forward __ 

Building operations.* penalty for carrying them so as 

to cause danger _ 

power to stop 

Building regulations; object of 
infringement of 

binding on companies for erecting authorized works 

Buildi^ schemes; to be drawn up by committee _ 

various—under town im^nwement Act Z. 

use of a buildir^ against—punishable _ 

Built area and unbuilt area— ddShitioo of _ 

alteratitHi of _ 

Burial and burmag places: power of Municipal 

Committee as to regiflatioo oi _ 

noHi»P to ctose a buriial place—validity of __ 
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Sectimi. 

597 

174 

598 


599 


6i0 


597 


601 __ 

599 


598 


602 


603 


601 


601 


603 


603 

.— 

697 


611 

176 

613 

179 

614 

181 

6:o 

189 

665 

190 

703 

195 

460 

127 

702 


599 


601 

174 

601 

— 

602 

603 

603 

— 

617 

386 

715 

195.A 

653 

_ 

699 


661 


676 

192 

679 


682 

lai-A 
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405 

107 

407 





to 


pnsscribe 

^ 409 

408 

— 407 

407 
™133 408 

— 406 

— 409 

408 
780 

626 
407 

407 

408 
408 


uncter S. 133_ 

and Burning 


Burua *11(1 faumiag^ pUces^-confd. 
power of Mumcipal Committee 
routes for removal of corpses to 
necessity of such powers 
committee to provkte fitting places for 
power to close a burning ground 
burning place is not a public nuisance 

sale of fuel at _ 

Burial ground: a sacred place _ 

at a Inhibited place _ 

liability for causing nuisance by burning ghats _ 
power to make bye-iaws for controlling and regu¬ 
lating use of _ 

fitting place for burning and burying _ 

powers to close burying or burning ground _ 

cremation of dead bodies is not public nuisance_ 

sale of fuel at burning ground _ 

action under Section 133, Cr. P. C., regarding 
burning ground 
Magistrate can prevent use of 
Cr. P. C. 

Burning places. See Burial 
Places. 

Business : bye-laws for conduct of _ 

rules as to language in which to be transacted _ 

procedure for framing _ 

scope of _ 

Bye-law: definition of _ 

origin of the ^^ord _ 

distinction b. tween—and rule _ 

must not be ultra vires _ 

instances of %dtra vires _ 

ultra vires _ 

under general power _ 

empowering regulation can not prohibit _ 

power of making, discretionary 
cannot be delegated 

under Section 197 cannot {nohibit sale at a parti¬ 
cular place _ 

imposing fees and chages _ 

must be certain and positive _ 

must not be inconsistent _ 

must be general ~ 

must be reasonable _ 

must be made according to prescribed formalities 
presumed to be valid 

constructimi of bye-laws _ 

waiver of _ 

distinction between Law and Bye-law— _ 

made under wrong provisions though competent 

under another provision _ 

undkr repeated Act saved 2- 

jHtocedure for roaldng _ 

presomptiou as to 


408 

409 


137,149 
8i3 
23 
146 
22 
23 
23 
23 
23, 30 

29 

622 649 
26 
624 
€24 

718 

629 

£0 

30 
32 
32 
34 

34 

35 

36 
35 

29 

4 

23 725 
727 


SeotioB. 
108 . 


181 (e)(v) 


240(x) 

3<3) 


188 (v) 


2 

200 






Bye*law»— 

power of Committees to make 
for conduct of lousiness 
for miscellaneous matters 
as to mode of erection or re^rection of buildings 
as to manner in which notice of building to be given 
regulating manufacture and sale of food and drink 
additional bye-laws for hill Municipalities ^ 

power to provide penalty for infringement of _ 

power to dispense with _ 

breach of, by more than one person ^ 

no power to adjudicate as to breach _ 

validity subject to previous publication _ 

to be maide available for sale _ 

Camels : control of, in streets, &c. _ 

Cantonment ; not to be included in Municipality without 

consent of Governor-General in Council _ 

power to fix terminal or octroi limits so as to include 

part of _ 

not to be excluded from Municipality without pre¬ 
vious consent of Governor-General in Council _ 

Cantonment Authority: powers of, as to the appointment, 

&c., of joint-committees under Municipal Act _ 

settlement of disputes between Municipal Committe 
and 

Carcases: powers of Municipal Committees as to re¬ 
moval and deposit of _ 

private property in _ 

penalty for neglecting to arrange for disposal of _ 

removal and disposal of _ 

Carriages—See Vehicles. 

Carries on business, meaning of _ 

Cause of action, plff. must be confined to—disclosed in 

notice _ 

no fresh—given by reconsiderations 
Cattle stands—may be required to be paved and 
drained __ 

Census: Municipal Fund may be applied for taking of 

power to make bye-laws as to taking of _ 

Cesspools, meaning of __ 

Chairman: every meeting to have a _ 

to have casting vote 

qualifications of— _ 

presiding at his own election 
power and duties of 

must Act 6ono fide _ 

declaration of, not conclusive 

Glmirman of meeting to elect a Vice-President 

has no right to adjourn ™ 

most act bona fide _ , 

^k|E«ti<Mi of, cot ccMiclusive _]2 
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717 

lar 
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197 
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199 

674 
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200 

727 
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411 

111 

68 

— 

348 

78.A 

71 72 

— 

172 

36 

810 

239 

506 

154 

507 


526 

527 

168” 

45 

300 

238 


238 

— 

417 

I15A 

253 

52(2 i(t) 

619 188(c) 

452 


121 

28 

127 

29 

122 


123 


53—126 
126 
!7, 152 

««« 

lOS 

118 

126 

6,152 
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Page, SecUcai. 

Charitable piirposesr boildiog used for , 334 

Charitable institutions: grants-in-aid may be given 

to, from Municipal Fund _ 253 52(2) (d) 

Charitable purpOMS—building used for 334 _ 

Chemical Examiner—report of—not admissible in 

certain cases _ 496 


Chemists’ shops; bye-laws for regulating 


626 188(e) (f) 

Children, nuisance by 


511 

157 

Chief Court: when appeals against municipal 
may be referred to, its procedure 

taxation 

209 

84(2)&r3) 

Cinema, annual value of 


17 

Civil Court. See Jurisdiction^ 

Civil Procedure Code: section 91 

♦ • . 

281 


Cinematographs: exhibitiun of, without license prohibited 446 

*~122 

Circumstances—what are 

_ 

985 


Circus, performance of, without license 


446 

122 

Class of Municipalities first and second 


69 

4 

power to change, of Municipality 


70 

4 (8) 

Municipalities of 1st class, what are 


817 

Closing of streets 


531 


effect of 

,,,, _ 

552 


Closure, motion for 


156 



Collector: application to, for recovery of arrears of 


tax on immorable property _ 350 80 (3) 

-to recover the amount of surcharge _ 242 

C)ommencement oi Municipal Act, 1911 _ 1 

Commission, meaning of _ 860 246 

appointment of, for holding election enquiry ••• 861 247 

powers of commission _ 861 248 

Indian Evidence Act applicable to election enquiry_ 861 

Section 132 of Evidence Act not applicable 862 251 

appearance before 862 252 

reasonable expenses for appearance before . 863 253 

report of __ 863 254 

order of to be ex^uted by Civil Court 863 256 

Commissioner of Division; powers, dec., of, under 
Punjab Municijal Act, 1911. 

-to approve election of, or to appoint, President 

of 2nd class Municipal Committees 107 ^ 

-to notify elections and appointments in the case 

of 2nd claMi Municipalities 110 24 

-to exercise powers delegated by local Government 161 32 

del^fation of functions of local (3k»vernroent to ..... 161 32 

his sancticm required for delegation of powers to 
President or Vice-President, Secretary or 

Medical Officer of Healtii ]62 33 

his sanction required to appointment and remune¬ 
ration of outsider as Secretary to Municipal 175 


Committee — 176 38 (2) 

power to demand dismissal or punishment of 
officer or servant _ 185 41 




CMBCtiissiotte]* of Diviaioo—concW. 

power of, to intwfere to prtveot in 

eetabli^ment 

his permissicn saves from penalty member, 
<^cer or sermnt of Municipal Committee 
or Joint Committee interested in contract made 

with Committee _ 

it»y surcharge a member, officer or servant for 
loss or waste of municipal property or mis- 

application of money _ 

bis pteviovui sanction required to lease for collec¬ 
tion of octroi or toils _ 

his sanction required to payment from Munici- 

. pal Fund for objects outside Municipality _ 

to determine security to be given by custodian 

of Municipal Fund _ 

may sanction investment of Municipal Fund 
may sanction scale of fees for licenses of dangei^ 

ous and offensive trades _ 

appeal from orders of Municipal Committee 

when to lie to _ 

control exercisable by, under Municipal Act _ 

power to suspend action of Municipal or Joint 

Committee _ 

power to execute work in default of Municipal 

Committee, and to recover expenses thereof_ 

his action under Section 232 or 234 to be reported 

to local Gov'emment _ 

his general powers over Municipal Ownmittces _ 

dispute between Municipal Committees and 

other authorities when to be referred to _ 

rules Ss to power to be exercised by, under 
Secti(m-236 

general powers of local Government over 
Commissioners, and of Commissioners over 

I^pu^ Commissioners _ 

to p^ final orders on reports of election commis¬ 
sion _ 

or may remand any reports of commission fbr 
furUiar enquiry 

Committee, d^nitimi of _ 

See Mtmicipal Committees; Joint Committees; 
Sub-Committeee, 

Common seal, corporations express their will by 

Compensation : to be paid to owner sustaiohig 
damage- 

in certain cases where cultivation, &c., is pro* 
bibited on sanitary grouixte 
by Municipal Committee fm* land acquired 
for purpose of draining unwholesome tanks, 

&C. 

Imr rqpkufekm of line of buildings 


Page. Section. 

ise 

42 

217 

48 

242 

50 

362 

33 

252 

52 (2) 

268 

54 

269 

55 

425 

121 (3) 

783 

225 (1) 

801 

231 

803 

232 

805 

234 

807 

2^15 

807 

236 

810 

239 

810 

240 (to) 

806 

237 

863 

255 

863 


36 

3™ (4) 

96 

— 

424 

120(1) prov. 

464 

101 prov. 

597 

174 




Compen aa tion—ctmcZd. 

in certain caaes lor removal of obstrocttoo from . 

buildings -p. 

for rmoving immovable encroachments nxnre 
than three years old — 

court competent to decide the questicm of 
principles of assessing them 
15 p. c- fm* compulsory acquisiticn not payable ~~ 
in cons^uence of prohibition of re-erectira of 
building — 

payable by accused when offence causes 
damages 

payable to parties sustaining damages under 
Municipal Act, how assessed 
remedy under S. 224 not enforceable in certain 
cases _ 

See Damage. 

Complainant: person authorized under S. 228 
Composition for building without or against 
Sancton — 

Composition cannot be ordered by Magistrate under 

S. 195 

cannot be forced by committees — 

discretion of—should not be fettered 
Compromise of a claim is not a contract — 

Conduct of business, Committee to meet once a month 
for 

bye-laws for — 

Confirmation of bye-laws _ 

Confiscation of ownerless animals, bye-law as to — 

notice before con' scation _ 

Conflict between Municipal powers and court 
decree ^ ^ 

Connection with Municipal mains or drains not to be 
made without permission — 

—^may be established 

Committee may require, with Municipal mains or 
drains — 

rates and charges for, to be fixed — 

Cooatnrtion of Municipal statutes —3 

Municipal Act is a code — 

strict construcUon — 

of general grant of powers — 

of special and general grants — 

of bye-laws ~ 

of Municipal powers 
of fiscal enactments 

of statutes conferrii^ powers — 

of general and special Acts — 

function of court in — 

of powers under S. 172 — 


t*age. Sectaoo. 


605 


175 


566 17242) prov. 
606 

601 ~ 

602 


716 

196 

775 

219 A 

776 

224 

782 

_ 

795 


711 


797 


714 


714 


213 


112 

25 

137 

31 

726 

201 

622 

188 (r) 

647 

8 

— 

474 

135 

474 

136 

475 

336 

477 

189 

35 174 375 
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649 


649 


35 


91 


94,375 

816 


429 

_ 

571 


574 











€(ni#inaing breach, naeanii^ ol „ 

Contract: entered before repealed Act «. 

in of corporate powers 

mttficatkm of _ 

power' of Mtmicipal Committee as to making of _ 
personal liability of officers and servants for 
UabiUty of (^mmittees for, of officers and servants _ 
with manici pal officers is void 
power to, may be delegated — 

Monicipal fund inapplicable to contracts not auUioriz* 
ed by Act —1 

ratification of, entered into by servants — 

auction sate is _ 

mode of executing contracts and transfers 
mode is imperative — 

onus that contract complies with formalities 
as entered different from sanctioned contract 
English law on mode of executing 
instances of contracts not executed according to the 
prescribed mode — 

compliance with formalities, what is 
sufficient compliance with _ 

absence of formalities into, be specifically pleaded_ 

subsequent compliance 

not binding on the Committee if not executed accord¬ 
ing to prescribed mode — 

not complying vrith formalities binding on Com¬ 
mittees _1 

principle of quantum meruit inapplicable 
OMnmittees entitled to recover on contracts carried 

out by them _ 

of Edocation Sub-Committee are contracts of Com¬ 
mittee _ 

. dispensaticm or renrission is a _ 

value of contract __ 

when split up in parts _ 

executed and executory _ 

effect of variation on _ 

compromiae of claim is not a _ 

doctrine of part performance _ 

contracts, in the nature of standing offers _ 

strangna cannot challenge the validity of contracts 
forfeiture of (teposits „ 

posalty on member, officer or servant being interested 

in, made with Committee or Joint Committee _ 

Municipal officers cannot enter into, with committee 
between loc^ Government and Committee for pay¬ 
ment or services by latter in consideration of re¬ 
lief from police charges _ 

between owners and occupiers not affected by pro¬ 
visions of the Act as to recoveiy of expenses 
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99 


86 
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178 


179 


220 


192 

46 

f, 193 


193 

.. 

193 

_ 

194 

47 

196 


193 


194 


196 
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201 


205 


205 


211 


212 

— 

206 


)7, 208 


209 


209 


224 


211 


211 
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211 


212 


213 


213 
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214 


216 


217 


214 


217 

48 

219 


376 

88 

771 

252 (5) 






pi^visioas oi ^tioQs 65, 70 Indian C(»itract Act 
applicable to cwilracts • — 208 

not applicable in presence of sp^ial law — 209 

Conveyances—-See Vehiclet, 

Coolies : power to make bye-laws as to fares payable to, 

and loads to be carried by ” • 61S 

Cbrporalion—- 

under English Law _ 87 

characteristics of — 87 

extent and limitation of powers of — 91 

Striae of ultra vires of — 93 

notice of limitation of powers of _ 97 

scope of powers of _ 91 

rights givoi to, cannot be surrendered _ 97 

contracts in excess of powers of —,98 

powers of, ‘ presumed ’ to be known _ 97 

Municipal, what is — 88 

various kinds of 88 

advantages of Municipal 89 

Munici pal Committee is a body corporate _ 86 

dissolution of _ 76 

transfer of liability on dissolution _ 76 

defects of municipal 90 

corporation not a public servant _ 103 

criminal prosecution of —1027)103 

criminal liability of _ 103 

has power to acquire and hold property — 104 

suits by 2ind against corporations _ 105 

have no borrowing powers 286 

have no power to incur debts — 287 

permissive and obligatory duties of _ 451 

must keep strictly within its powers ^ — 102 

Corpses; peialty for burying in unauthorized places_ 405 

power to prescribe routes for their removal to 

burying or burning places — 409 

penalty for carrying, by prohibited routes or so as 

to cause annoyance 409 

Correspondence; power to make roles as to channels 

of, between Municipal Committees and Government 812 
Costs; in case of appeal against taxation _ 364 

recovery of 760 

by suit or application 765 

from owners or occupiers — 760 

liability of owners and tenants as between them _ 761 

Court to decide as to reasonable ti me 744 

Court fees, no court fee on municipal complaints — 491 

Cow-sheds may be inspected without notice _ 729 

Committees may prescribe licenses for _ 621 

Crimiml Procedure Code S. 197 _ 106 

Criminal Procedure Code S, 200 106 

sanction undter S. 197 not required for prosecution 

un^ S. 368 L P. C. ?24 


Section. 


188 m 


107 

108(1) 

108(2) 

240fp) 

65(2) 

225 

■^223 

219 

204 (21 
188 (A) 




1108 


Page. 

Crown bound to give notice of suit —, 230 

Cut dt sac is sb^^ _ 61 

dedication of _ 61 

may be a public street .™. 61 

Cultivation; ppwer to prohibit or regulate, so as not 

to be usurious to health _ 423 

D. 


Daily fine for continuing breach _ 751 

Danmge: liability of corporation for excavatira _ 589 

( ' liability for wrongful dismissal _ 1 ^ 

meaning of _ 769 

suit for, for wror^ful dismissal _ 184 

arising after notice of suit 239 

Mmmittee not liable for use of discretionary powers 768 

in the absence of default _ 771 

princ}|9es governing the liability for _ 769 

no Habitity for mere non-feasance 768 

for negligence in respect of lighting _ 779 

for actionable nuisance 780 

liability for negligence of servants _ 771,774 

of conti^tors _ 772 

for negligence of contractor’s sen’ants 775 

for improper rejection of nomination paper 827 

for negligence of independent contractors _ 775 

caused by bursting of pipes 774 

for negligence or misfeasance 776 

damage for location of refuse carts 259, 781 

Dangerous animals: disposal of mad and stray dogs 

and other animals 409 

mad dogs or animals may be destroyed _ 409 

Dangerous buildings and places : power of Municipal 
Committee to require them to be secured, removed 
or repaired and to take steps for averting imminent 
danger _ 411,413 

removal of dangerous wall, &c. 413,414 

requisites of a valid notice under Section 114 417 

. option of repairs 415 

, jurisdiction of Civil Courts to interfere with 

orders under Section 114 ... 415 


I^gerous Trades-See Offensive and Dangerous 
Trades 

Death—See Registraiion. 

Decree of court; no bar to action under Section 126 8 


Dedication ; presumption of _ 57 

dements of 58 

, acceptance by public nscessary 59 

oicul de sac __ 61 

by plotting and sate of new street _ 543 

streets (originate in 67 

limited dedicatiem 62 


Secern. 


120 


780 


109 

109 


113 & 114 






Defect io conatiiii^km (^ Committee or Jb!nt Commit¬ 
tee not to invalidate proceedings ~- 

of fcHW does not invalidate Mnnicipal Taxes ..L 
instances of defects of forms 

form does not invalidate notices _ 

Delegatim of powers : to President and Vice- 
President, SecretaT:y and M. O. H., M. B., &c— 

to Joint Committees _ 

to sub-committees _ 

scope of __ 

pinof of _ 

withdrawal of _ 

to Ward Sub Committees _ 

to make contracts on behalf of Municipal Commit¬ 
tee — 

to Commissioners of Divisions _ 

restriction on delegated powers _ 

Delegation without express power is not possible 
to be valid must comply with express provisions 
of statute 

powers and functions delegated must be exercised 

by delegatee _ 

oral delegation is invalid _ 

to decide whether a suit should be filed _ 

of powers under Section 39 

of authority to contract _ 

of power of making bye-laws 

Depression may be required to be filled up _ 

Deposit of takhtposh is no offence under Section 

156 _ 

Deputy Commissioner, definition of — 

Deputy Commissioner, power, &c., of— 

to certify date of affixing notification proposing to 

constitute a Municipality _ 

objections to alteration of Unfits of Municipality 

to be submitted through _ 

resolutions of Municipal Committee to be forwarded 
to _ 

may surcharge persons respcmsible for loss of 
property or money — 

appeals against Municipal taxation when to 
lie to ^ — 

appeals from orders of Municipal Committee 
when to lie to — 

control exercisable by, under Municipal Act — 
Municipal Committee to submit periodical reports 
to ^ —- 

power to suspend acticHi of Municipal or Joint 
Committee 

power to execute work of Municipal Committee 
- in case of emergency, and to recover expenses 
thereof — 
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Section* 

173 

37 

332 

69 

333 


739 

215(5) 

162 

33 

172 

36 

162 

33 

164 

_ 

164 


107 


167 

34 

192 

46 

161 

32 

164 


164 


164 


163 


165 


165 


181 


192 


624 


464 

131 

510 


37 

— 

69 

4 

71 

5 

132 

30(2) 

242 

— 

363 

84 

78J 

225 

801 

231 

801 

231(2) 

803 

232 

805 

233 



Ddjpi^y Comms^aaeF—concld, 

power to execute work iii default of Municipal. 

Cornmittee and to recover expenses thereof 
his.actioo umter Sections 232,233, aod 284 to be 
reported to, local Government 

general powers of, over Municipal CoiUmittee _ 

disputes between Municipal Committees and other 
authorities when to be referred to 
power to make rules as to powers to be exercised 

by, under ^tion 236 _ 

general powers of local Government and Commis- 
siCHier over _ 

See District Magistrate ; Collector. 

Detention of persons arrested for committing offence 
against Act or rules 

Dhobis* Ghat : power of committee to make bye-laws 

for regulation of _ 

Direction-posts: penalty for destroying 

Direct and indirect interest in contracts _ 

Disallowance-See Swrclkarpe. 

Discretion; exercise of, in granting license _ 

standing orders in matters of _ 

Disinfa:tion of buildings and articles _ 

provisions of places and appliances for _ 

Committee to provide places and appliances for 

disinfection of conveyances _ 

Dismissal of Municipal officers and servants ...1 

power of, does not include power of suspension 
—includes all lesser powers „ 

is subject to rules framed by Government 

jurisdiction of Courts to question _ 

damage for wrongful _ 

of Government serv'ants _ 

Disorderly houses; powers of Committee over what 

are _ 4 

use of house for singing, gramophone play to the 
annoyance of neighbours is 

Dispensaries: Municipal Fund applicable to cons¬ 
truct on of __ 

Dispensation of bye-laws _; 

or remission is a contract 
Disputes : reference and settlement of 
Disqualification of members under election or admi¬ 
nistrative rules _ 

Dissolution of corfwrations 

transfer of liability on _ 

Distress and sale; recovery of Municipal Taxes and 

other arrears by _ 

an ancient mode of collection 
recovery of money due under contract due under 
a lease . 
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239 
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237 
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177 

224 
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749 


482 

143 

484 
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484 

145 

1, 183 
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183 


183 
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252 
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212 

_ 

809 

238 

224 


76 
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76 


354 

81 

356 
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iltt 


and 

dqCB for aoctiOD — 

df iKtA for temporary oocupaticm — 

does under ^tion 97 i- 

District Board, powers of, as to appointment of 
Joint Committees “ ' . . r- 

sefttiement of disputes between Municipal Commit¬ 
tees and , .— 

EKstriot Magistrates to be consulted before settling 
strength and pay and allowances of Municipal 
Police — 

Municipal watchman to be under general control 
of 

approval of, required for places selected beyond 
municipal limits for deposit of filth and 
rubbish « . — 

-for premises selected by Committees fmr 

slaughterhouses — 

See Deputy Comtnifaioner. 

Doctrme of acquiescence cannot defeat clear provisions 
of law — 

of part performance not applicable to contracts 
under statute ^ — 

cannot over ride express provisions of law — 
Dogs: penalty for suffering them to be at large un¬ 
muzzled — 

mad and stray, may be destroyed — 

Dc^-tax: authorised 

Domestic purposes, meamng of — 

cases on meaning of — 

trade purposes — 

Doors, opening of — 

Drainge : loss of rights to 

Drains and drainage works, Municipal Fund 
applicaMe to construction of 
drains on sides cd street vest in committees 
public drains alongside street - 2' 

construction of, and sewers — 

construction of drains and sewers not tWigatory —2 
precautions during construction of drains — 

meaning (rf drain and sewer 

public, vested in Municipal Committees — 

power of Municipal Committee to regulate pro¬ 
jections and obstructions over drains „ 

compensati<»i to be paid when their renaoval is 
ordered in certain cases — 

loss of right to draiiatge — 

power of Municipal Conmiittee- 
to require ^wision or removal of drain — 
to require repaur or alteration of drains — 

. to regulate constructidd of drains 
. to dnl with unauthorized Imilding over 


Bage.' 'Sedi<sa.‘ 

388 — 

859 _ 

357 


172 

36 

809 . 

238 

876 

87(2) 

377 

89(l)(o) 

506 

154 

520 

167 

204 


214 


215 

— 

411 

110 

409 

109 

290 

61 (o) 

389 

97 

389 

393 


43 

_ 

531 

~ : 

252 


277 

^ * 

278 


252 

52(2)(u) 

L, 262 

262 


277 

mm 

270 

56(c) 

566 

172 

605 

176 

531 


449 

125 

458. 

1^ 

458 

126<2^ 

460.. 

187 
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DnUm ftod DraiiHkge-woria>~««mo2d. Pkge. Secttoo. 

to order removal or closiog of drain near eonrce 
of Mvater-sojl^ly — 461 128 

to require drainage^ &c.t oi unwholesome tanks, 

&C. 464 131 

savage not to be discharged ioto^ without per> 

mission 461 129 

IMudty for^ 

making or altering drains, without permission 

of Municipal Committee _ 463 130 

renewal of drains is not prohibited _ 464 

making or keeping drain, without permission 
of Municipal Committee near somee of water- 
suRply 461 128 

maldng immovable encroachment upon, without 

permission of Municipal Committee 566 172 

for nmking movable encroachment &c. .. 584 173 

dniinage of buildings, bye-laws as to _ 669 _ 

JOamatic performances prohibited wittout license_ 446 122 

Drugs: power to inspect places used for sale of, 

and to seise unwholesome or adulterated _ 731 206 

Dustbin is nc^ a part of street 510 __ 

Duties of Committee - 

cBstinction between permissive and obligatory_ 451 _ 

Dwelling places: precautions to be observed in 

entering for purposes of inspection 736 213 

E 


Education: Municipal Fund applicable to mainten¬ 
ance, <&c., of educational institutions _ 257 52(2)(e)(d) 

applicable to training of teachers and establish¬ 
ment ot scholarships ^ 253 52 (2) (e) 

Election of President — 107 _ 

of Vice President _ 107 _ 


can be challenged _ 108 

Election, meaning of 246, 860 

dates of, can be fixed from time to time _ 824 

by members without taki^ oath _ 850 

to be set aside as a whole in certain cases _ 851 


deposit for ^ — 

foneiture of deposits 

ballot papers, marking of _ 

markii^ in presence of candidates _ 

insjpectdon ef — 

taki% part in 

candidate or his agent guilty of corrupt practices— 
not entitled to be {resent where votes are recorded 
candidate not on voters' list not entitled to stand_ 


852 

85H 

832 

832 
856 
856 
849 
849 

833 


qualificaticms of a candidate —817, 819 

disqualifications of a candidate _^817, 819 

Civil (^urts, Jurisdiction of, to question vali^ty of—. 836 


in Bengal 


838 




' ■ iitl 


Pa^ Seetidd* 


to iiderfere in list of caodidates _ 838 

to inteiifere in orders of Civil Courts — 838 

to oondiict eoqoiriM relating to ' — 842 

to q<MS8ti<m the election of ^^sident __ 850 

Electixto Courta, CfOvernmeni is otmipetent to create 

special — ^33 

appeal or revision against orders of __826,840, 

857 

are not Judicial Courts — 857 

cannot question the decision of Returning Officer^ 844 

juiisdicticni of High Court to interfere with orders 
passed by — 838 

Ifaection enquiiy, extent of _ 855 

transfer of 865 

franchise, right to canvass is not _ 833 

—, right to nominate is _ 833 

Electimi, corrupt and illegal practices at _ 844 

bribery, avoids election 846 

ill^;al gratification to voters 849 

intimidation or rioting at — 848 

kans m: colourable payments to voters — 846 

personation _ 848 

treating 847 

undue influence ^ 847 

Election law as based on principles of majority .... 816 

nomination japer should be self-contained — 824 

im|»Y)per rejectiim of 825 

description in 825, 828 

signature in 825 

subscription of 828 

liatnlity of Board for rejection of 827 

omission of name of candidate from list of nomina* 

tion ^ 829 

iSIecti(Mi petition, presentment of 854 

parties to 854 

amendment of — 855 

particulars of corrupt practices to be furnished_ 854 

to be rejected i» limine in certain cases 854 

disqualification of a candidate is a ground for ^ 856 

claim for re-election — 853 

costs in —851,852 

deposit for 852 

foneiture of deposit _ 853 

tor setting aside the eleriion of President _, ^1 

to ofiicer having jurisdiction ^ 851 

Klection of President 849 

nature of meeting for ‘ _ 853 

8Uit-“When nominaticm paper improperly rejected 826 

for damages for improper rejection of nonunation 

papm* ^ 827 




S«lt9<^«oncZi2. 

for that plaintiff is duly aUfCted or 

qualiffed . — 

to challenge election , • 

tetnporaiy injunction in ^ — BSOj 

S^tion : Poll to commence at proper time 
withdrawal during poll 

polling officer — 

Returning Officer, status of — 

decision of—cannot be questioned by Klection Court 
Electoral Roll, preparation of — 

qualification of voters .~817; 

no person entitled to vote unless his name 
appears in —> 

finality of — 

validity of ^ 

offences in connection with preparation of 
Election rules, validity of —.822 

ousting jurisdiction of ordinary courts valid _ 

transgressitai of—election not invalidated by —830 
material irregularity in compliance witfi 
votes, validity of — 

addition or rejection of — 

right of a member of joint Hindu family to — 
residence is a necessary qualification for a 
Electricity Act, and powers under Ss. 172, 175 
Electric Supply Co. bound to obtain license under 
S. 121 

exempt fnun license 

bound by building regulations as regards 
building etc. — 

Elephants: control of, in streets, &c 

penalty for taking them along public roads cont¬ 
rary to orders of Municipal Committee _ 

Embsmkments: Municipal Fond applicable to con¬ 
struction, &C., of 

Emergency : extraordinary powers of President or 

Vice-President in case of _ 

abuse of twaergency powers 
eonOMnitti^’at powers to question 

to he repented to committee 
of — 

scU|ieof - — 

extrsKHTtfins^ powers of Deputy Commissioners 
in casern < — 

Eocamini^ ground } Municipal Ftmd applicable to 
establiMatnent, of 

power to mate bye-laws for inspection and 
regulaticni (ff 

Encroachment (immovable), projection^ power 
of removal of, in under or over sHeew or 
drains _ 


Page, 

834 

842 

886 

Seetton. 

829 

829 

854 

843 


844 

«»**»» 

817 

.818 


818 


820 

•MIltM 

824 


853 

,823 


823 

,831 


831 , 

WMM 

831 


855 

■ T , 

819 


819 

583 


429 


428 


661 


411 

Ill 

411 

112 

252 

52(2)(a) 

167 

35 

168 


170 


167 

35 

171 


172 

— 

805 

238 

253 

52(2)(c> 

566 

188 (s) 

566 

172 




im 


— c&ndd. 

people h&tMtmted to make eocroachments ' ^ — 

iia^r-grooiod etroctures can be dealt with as 
poRSOD mmposible for eocroachments 
. meaning of making or erecting 
distinction between stroctnres under Sections 172 
and 193 
meaning of 

bonlen of proof for — 

meaning of structure — 

suits for removal of, in public ways _ 

municipal committees alone competent to remove 

trespass cm streets 

suit not maintainable without proving special 

damage _ 

impcMition of conditions cm sanction of 
ccmditions if accepted, can be enforced 
notice requiring removal of — 

right of pereons dedicating the road to sue for 
removal 

redirection of tharas or encroachments on ground 
level of streets cannot be prevented 
interpretation of statntes regulating erection of 
encroachments 

no right of easements in _ 

old encroachments, &c. presumed to be lawful 
all encroachments &c., can be removed whether old 

or new _ 

constructions of powers under S. 172 _ 

projection, meaning of 

jurisdiction of courts to interfere with exercise of 
powers by committees 

power is not affected by clai m of adverse posses¬ 
sion — 

conflicting decisions on _ _ 

power of remm’al of obstructions and projections 

constructed with permission _ 

power to prevent re-erection of, and projections 

&C«, 

power to revoke sanction for projections etc. 

Encimcbment, (movable), may be permitted _ 

fees may be levied for such permission _ 

may be summai ily removed and deposited in safe 

custody _ 

goods etc., removed may be sold _ 

expenses of removal to be recovered out of sale 
proceeds — 

Act only provides against specific acts of encroach- 

nwHit _ 

necessary and temporary—on streets 

building matenals ^ 

{lenalty for, endraii^ and streets 


Page. 

Secteoia 

567 

568 


569 

670 


672 


570 

_ 

570 


572 


580 

— 

580 


580 


572 


574 


582 

— 

579 

— 

571 


571 


xi 


607 

— 

608 


574 

_ 

572 


576 


607 


607 


608 


610 


611 


611 


584 


584 


585 


585 

, — 

585 


588 


589 


590 


585 

1*73 
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fiocranb!imeiitB» (movable)— etmcld. Section 

placing of moras is encroachment ^ 595 — 

deposit of atlacles or building materials ~584,594 173 

taichiposh — 594 

plajdngof music — 596 ^ 

notice for removal <rf, not required — 597 _ 

encroacbmest is a public nuisance _ 595 ; _ 

proof (tf actual obstruction not required _ 595 _ 

pre 8 umpti<Mi as regards old ^ _ 607 _ 

enaoacbments old, and law of limitation „ 607 _ 

Endowments belonging to public institution, trans¬ 
ferred to Municipal Ciommittee to be held in 

trust _ 

fingineer, appiMntment of 
Etotry and inspection ; powers of Committee 

power to cause entry for taxation and valuation _. 
power to enter and inspect for discovery of 

vehicles or animals liable to taxation _ 

to enter Railway premises „ 

power to cause entry for inspection of drains, 
privies, and cesspools ^ 

general powers of entry _ 

power to inspect buildings and to require them to 
be cleansed __ 

power to enter and inspect land or buildings for 

measuring and other purposes _ 

power to enter and inspect places used for 
sale of food or drink for man 
po» er to cause entry for inspection of markets, 

&c., for inspection of weights and measures 733 

power to inspect places for illicit slaughter 
of animals ^ 733 

penalty for refusal to suffer entry or iniq)ection_ 734 

power of entry and inspection for search of inflam¬ 
mable and explosive articles 
power of entry for preventing disease 
precaution to te observed in entering dwellings 
Er^ion, &c., to erect or re*erect any building 

defined _ 37 3(5) 

temporary structure _ 39 _ 

additions im:luded _ 29 _ 

construction of walls _ ?9 3 

conversion of buildings _ 42 ZI 

material alteration affecting security _ 41 ZI 

material alterations, what are — 42 

opening of doors is . _ 43 _ 

distinctimi between reconstruction and repairs 42 _ 

erectiem of bmldin^ without deposit of {dans _ 712 ^ 

of latrines under miistppreheusion _ 711 _ 

Estimates of income and expenditure of Municipal Ck>mf 

mittees titles as to i^paration and sanctioning of 313 240(tt) 


281 

175 

341 

342 
468 

727 

728 

729 

730 


— 731 


57 

75 

75(b) 

203 

204 

205 

206 

207 

208 
209 



735 

210 

••MM 

736 

2il 


736 

213 


E8t(^)pri against munkip^ corporation 


.99,813 
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tttt 


Exandner of Local FwkI Accraot to report as to ioas* 
traato w n^aappticatioo <rf Manicipal foods 
Excavations: penalty for maldng, in streets — 

pemtistion for nmking — 

Commttiee may require to be filled up — 

■ lialnlity of Cwnmittee for e»».vaiiQn ^ ^ — 

<Mi private latKi fw dotneJrtic purpo^ is not illegal 
power to make rules fw* regulating or prohilMting 
the making c)f> in hill Municipalities — 

Execution of works by Committee in case of non-com¬ 
pliance with notice — 

B^utive Officers Act— — 

bye-laws incwaistent with, deemed to be cancelled,— 
amendments in Municipal Act — 

delegation of powers and functions under — 

appointment and dismissal of servants and officers — 
Committee cannot dismiss 

contract on behalf of committees to be entered in- 
toby — 

mode of making contracts under 

Executive officer, appointment and pay of _ 

Executive Officer defined _ 

extraordinary powers of 

all executive powers vest in ^ _ 

all powers of Secretary vest in _ 

to make contracts for committees _ 

delegation of powers by _ 

to jHupare bi^et _ 

may attend meeting but can not vote _ 

bound to att«id if required by president _ 

control of Government over _ 

local Governments can make rules _ 

Exemption: from taxation ^ 

(rf Government from taxation 

Exemption owing to destruction of property _ 

for future taxes _ 

of certain persons in array _ 

Government property not subject to — 

Exhibition, Industrial: charge on account of, to be met 

from Municipal Fund _ ^ _ 

s^ricultural, provision of police protection at _ 

power to make bye laws as to holding of _ 

Expenses: of work undertaken by Deputy Commissioner 
for Municipal Committee in case of emergency, re¬ 
covery of — 

by Cofuroiasioner or Deputy Oommi^ioner in default 

of Municipal Committee, recoveiy of _ 

of repairs of streets executed by committee 

plosives: definitioo bf ^ 

xr^^latiou bf ^re-homes for ^ 


242 

50 

584 

173 

584 


464 

131 

589 

722 

— 

721 

198 

756 


947 

158 


964 


266 


181 


186 

— 

195 


195 


950 


43 


168 


953 


956 


957 


959 


962 

962 


982 


962 


962 


333 

70 

297 


378 


339 


298 


299 

— 

253 

52(2)(i) 

378 

92 

620 

188(e) («,.) 

805 

233 

805 

244 

552 

171(2) 

44 

3(6) 

424 

121 








ScC^KXtl* 


pfpcdiitnticm of storage ol» ifi aaregtsteniiar uDliceasad 
bailding — 622 168 ( 9 ) 

definitioa of, in Indian Explosive Act ^44 

power to aeardi for — 785 210 

Epposnre for sale, naeaidng of _718,728 _ 


Factory, definiticMi of ^ ^ _ 67 

use of steam whistle in a, prohibited — 448 

use of factory without previous consent of Committee 

prohibited 444 

couitions for the use of places for new f^tories _ 444 

bousing accommodation for, may be required .... 650 

Fairs, charges on account of, to be met from Municipal 

Pond .... 253 

provision of police protection at _ 373 

power to levy fees at _ 618 

meaning of ^ 638 

Famine relief, may be provided from Municipal Fund 263 
Fares, for hire of carriages, &c., power to make bye¬ 
laws as to _618,624 

Pees: for bathing and washing places _ 401 

committee may charge fees for detention of dogs ... 409 

for licenses to carry on offensive and dangerous trades 425 
for licensing of hotels and lodging-houses 619 

of sale of articles oi food and drink __ 747 

levy of, fc»* license _ 629 

for license, court’s power to interfere in amount fixed 
as — 441 

excessive, ultra vires 442 

for use of slaughter-houses and places, power to 

cl»rge _ 520 

for the disposal of dead „ 525 

may be charged for permission to occupy street for 

boiling purposes or the like _ 534 

for defraying coats of sanitary arrangeraenis at 
fairs 618 

for licenses for vehicles, boats and animals plying 
for hire, power to make bye-laws as to 618 

for markets 620 

for permission to place movable encroachments 622 

-for permission for letting off fire Works &c. 621 

Filth and rubbish, collected from streets, &c,, vested in" 

Municipal Committee ___ 270 

power of Municipal Committee to order removal of 
receptacte for, when near source of water supply^. 46 
power of Municipal Committee as to removal 
deposit of _ 506 


306) 

124 

121.A 
121-A 
189(3)(c) 

52(2) ( 3 ) 
92 
187 

52(27 (/) 

188(5) 

106 

109(a) (n') 
121(3) 


tiot to be (tepomted cn public streets or places, (xr iwiio 
<b'ain% wtt^t permission of Municipal CcmiD^tixte 


m 


167(1) 

168 

173(1) 

187 

188(l)(a) 

188 (u) 

66 (d) 
128 
154 

m 





Httb Mid 

penalt;^ for noo-removal of _ 

. retentioo valuable rubtn^ _ 

See Boim-'Scavengmg, ’’ 

Fines; imposition of cutily fine is illegal in certain cases 
See PenaUie$. 

Fires: power to prohibit lighting of—within specified 

limits ^ _ 

See Fire brigade. 

Fire-arms: penalty for discharging so as to cause 
danger „ 

Fire-brigade; establishment and maintenance of 

power of members of, for suppression of fires _ 

charges for use of _ 

local Government may make rules as to _ 

Flesh, power to make bye-laws regtilating import, 
destruction and seizure of, when imported in 

contravention of bye-laws _ 

Flour mill, worked by engine a nuisance _ 

power to make bye-laws for regulation of _ 

Food and drink: Committee may make bye-laws to 
regulate preparation and sale and exposure for 
sale of articles for 

inteiMied for human consumption _ 

should not be destroyoi if not intended for __ 

foreign ingredients uiavoidably mixed _ 

person guilty under S. 150 
guilty knowledge not necessary 
adulteration of ghi 

article not adulterated but different from one 

demanded _4 

sale to tlie prejudice of purchaser _ 

milk, contents of genuine _ 

report of Chemical Examiner _ 

inspection and seizure of unwholesome _ 

sale of article of food and drink not of the nature 
&c., dematKled by purchaser 

meaning of _ 

s^e of adulterated mustard oil 

liability of master for acts of servants 

liability of servant does not cease — 

imture, substance and quality of, meaning of _ 

tincture of opium 

intended for human consamption —. 

FOTfeiture of deposit — 

Forms, power to frame, under Municipal Act 
Frontage, line of, can be regulated if building abuts a 
street — 

Function, Municipal, imperative and permissive 
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Section. 

508 

155 

515 

— 

T5l 
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613 

180 

617 

185 

379 

93 

379 

94 

381 


812 

240(m) 

621 

188(i) 

438 


626 

188 { 7 )(*) 

717 

197 

732 


732 


433 


489 


487 


490 


1,494 


491 


495 


496 


731 

206 

488 

150 

491 


490 


489 


490 


494 


491 


732 


214 


499 

240 

658 


255 


156 



Gag, motimi lor 




Games, peotUty for engagiog in games so as to cause 
dax^;«r — 

Oates vesting in Municip^ Committee _ 

General Clauses Act: liability under lepealed Act 
cofotinues ^ 

assessment under a new, Act is not a right 

acquired _ 

{xrosecution for offences under the repealed Act ■ ■ ■ 
Ghi is an article of food: article of food not to be 
destroyed if it can be dtspo^ of otherwise 
Gifts and grants in favour of Committee 

Godowns bye-laws for regulating, for food grains _ 

Government: not a necessary party _ 

in suits against committees _ 

riidit of, to stop or divert streets 

necessary party in suits questioning nomination of 

members _ 

power of, to demand dismissal and punishment of 

servants _ 

right of, to prevent extravagance _ 

cannot claim exemption from taxation _ 

Government: power of, to demaixl dismissal or punish¬ 
ment of s^'^mnts _ 

power of, to declare expenditure as appropriate 

charge on Municipal Ponds _ 

Government Buildings Act _ 

Government of India Act, rules under Section 80>A 
(3) 

Government Officer^ restriction as to appointment 

of, on Municipal Committees _ 

removal of, frcwn Municipal Committees _ 

employed under Act XUl of 1884 not to be dis¬ 
missed without sanction _ 

employed by Municipal Committees subscription 
towarck pensions or gratuities and leave 

allowances of _ 

Governor-General in Council: his consent required 
to inclusion of Cantonment in municipality ^ 
pre^ous.eonsent of, required to inclusion or ex- 
clusicm of Cantoiunent in or from Municipal¬ 
ity . _> 

previous sanction of, required to levy certain 

taxes _ 

procedure with regard to impositiwi of taxes 
requiring ccmaent of _ 

Grain, meani^g ^ 

Gross rent, meaning of ^ 

H 

Hamat tax cm income is illegal Act _ 

decree declaring, invalid _ 

Hand carts, bye-laws licensing of, used for transptnrt 
and hawking goods _ 
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Sectibn. 

617 

269 

185 

56(a) 
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323 
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732 

274 

620 

280 

388(e) (*) 

105 

204 


111 


185 

186 
297 


185 


298 

664 


292 


77 

56 

12 prov. 

16 (/) 

185 

40 

187 

43 

68 

4(1) 

71,72 

5,6 

291 


315 

636 

10 

62(9) 

313 

313 


622 

188 (#) 
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Seetiim. 


Hedges, ^wer of Mumcipal Comnaittee to require 
trirnmnig (tf 

Height, bnfe-laws regulating _ 

affd width of street 

Hmg^t and width df street __ 

High Court: wl^ appeals against taxation may be 
referred to' ' 

Highways. See P»Hic Street* 

^ OokM classiflcatiCHi of _ 

Hill lifOnicipalities, special power to make bye-laws for 

History of Municipal legislation in the Pohjab _ 

Hospitels, Municipal Fund applicable to construction, 

&c., of _ 

Housli^ accommodation, provision of, for factories_ 4 

House-scavenging, definition of 
tax inay imposed for 

circumstance:! under which Committee may un<fer- 

tafce _ 

saving in ' favour of customary sweepers and 
agriculturists 

Committee may continue, once undertaken _ 

bound to perform the duty properly 

pqwer of Muoicipal servants for hotrae-scavengdng 

purpc^s _ 

vesting in Committee of collections from 

failure to perform duty of, not pnnishable _ 

does not inclode removal of trade refuse 
refuse must he collected in receptacles for re¬ 
moval __ 

totl;ing not prohibited _ 

Hotel-tceepers, position of _ 


Immovable property, register and plan of, to be 
maintained — 

Include, meaning of — 

Income, means net income ^ — 

Incorporation of Municipal Committees 
Indian Penal Code Sec. 168 — 

officers and servants entering into contracts with 
committees guilty under S 168 I. P. C. 
offence under S. J 68 . not governed by S. 228 of 
the Municipal Act — 

Infection, articles retaining, to be asked to be des- 
tK^ , . — 

Infectious disease, definition of — 

certain dangerous diseases included — 

infc^ation ^ to be given to Committee or person 
authorised — 
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118 

fi73 

100 (/) 

674 

673 

363 

54 

721 

198 

3 

252 

52 (2) U) 

4 650 
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511 

158 

230 

«!(/) 

515 

159 

516 

166 

5l5 

I6t 

51.0 

162 

518 

163 

518 

164 

515 


511 


513 


514 


48 

— 

270 


38 


306 

86 

18 

221 

_ 

221 


482 


44 

3 (7) 

45 



478 


141 




lafeotknite diseaee^oneZii. 

removal of persMts Suffering from’. ; ^ 

infected hdilefe not to be let —_ 

. Buffing from, &c., not to do certain acts 

Inflammable fnaterials, power of Municipal Com¬ 
mittee for jpegulation of places for trading in^ 
bamboos aix^ hambop mats are ., 
woxi is . — 

power to prohibit collection of 
to direct that roofs and walls shall not be made 

j.pf ‘ . • . — 

to prohibit storage of, in excess in unregisiered 
or unlicensed premises 

;, power to search for — 

IjfealJltiMit, d^nitioQ of 

committee’s power to make rules far dividing, 
-a- into classes, and the number of represe ntatives 
' ‘ proper for each class .. > 

InjiHiction restraining criminal proceedings _ 

fn election cases r ~ •_ 

^mporary-, in election cases ^ 

suits for. in the case of practising prostitutes _ 

in cases where no right of appeal _ 

Inspection; minutes of proceedings of Municipal 
• . Committee to be made open to public inspection 
lists of assessment of immovable property for 
municipal taxation to be made open to public 
inspecticm 

of goods liable to octroi or terminal, tax _ 

of contents of packages, &c. _ 

rules as to municipal accounts to be open to, for 
tax-payers 

Inspector Greneral of Police to be consulted before 
settling strength, pay and allowances of Munici¬ 
pal Police _ 

Interest, claim of, against cmimittees 

members and employees to have no, in contracts_ 

interest in contracts, meaning of 

extent of, in.contracts _ 

Irregularities not to invalidate proceedings under 

Municipal Act _ 

inviting opinion by circulation proceedings' 
invalid 

defect in signature is mere irregularity _ 

rerolution not- separately put 
not invalid if notice defective, 

Irrigation: power to prohibit or regtilate irrigation 

', i when inj^ous to health , __ 

, J- 

Joint appointment of secreiAiy, &c, _ 

Joint ^mmittee, appointment of ' — 
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70 

343 

ri 

813 

240«> 

376 

87(2) 

210 


2 .1 

. * 

221 


221 


173 

37 

173 


173 


.173 


173 


423 

: i2i . 

jif 
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172 







acquisition 


defects in O3ostituti<xt of, not to invalidate pn> 
ceedinge ' —, ■ 

penalty otx member being interested in contract 
made with 

control exercisable by Commissioners and Deputy ‘ 

Commissioners over .. . - ..t _ 

power to suspend,action of . _ . 

Judge, disquali lication of' a member to act as __ 
chairman of committee cannot act as 
personal interest of, as member 

Jungle, power to require cuttujg. of. _ 

duties of JVlunicipalities with regard to .exercise of 

this power _ 

Jurisdiction of Courts — •' 

limited to decide whether the acticm was ultra 

vires _ 

civil courts can test’ the legality of actjcm of Muni¬ 
cipal Committees _ 

Civil Courts have no jurisdiction . to interfere 
with bona fide exercise of discretion — 

cannot question dismissal of Municipal servants_ 

cannot question 6onn fide exercise of power of 
acquisition 

Civil Court cannot restrain acquisition of 
land ' '■ — 

cannot question notification for - ■ . '_ 

to question imposition of tax _ 

when assessment vltra vires ■ 

where power not duly delegated — 

is barred to question, the’ legality taxes 
instances of such cases 

is not barred when the Committee acts ultra vires 
ouster of ordinary jurisdiction of Civil Courts — 
f ■ to review proceeding of Committees 

over exercise of police pjowera — 

• to interfere with Committee’s pow«-r8 under Sec¬ 
tions 113 & 114 


princii^ governing interference by Courts h^245,'273i 
^ 214.356 

Ip question the legality of notice — ■ 461 

Jurisdictkm of High Court—to interfere in orders of 

I Election Courts — 838 

Jurisdiction of local Governments tO create special . 

tribunals — .823 

Jurisdiction of Civil Courts— , ' 

■ to interfere in the power of. Committee under 

9.125, ~455,45fi 


fetJob. 


217 .. 

> 48 

801 

231 

8Q3 . 

232 

800. 

_ 

goo 

_ 

799 


421 

117 

421 

• • 1 - 

100 


100 


101 


183 

NMk«« 

286 


283 


284 


820 


3^9 

.. . 

330 


367 


367 


.368 


372 


415 


403 

— 

415 

441, 

448 

,273, 


,356 

- * 

461 


838 ' 


.823 :. 









Jurisdiction of Civil Courts - eoncZd. 

to interfere in CotnmUtee’s power to divert 
drainage 

-under S. 131. 

-S. 140 


Paffi. Saotiso. 


- 45S 


--s. 172 _ 

— -S, 175 

principles governing interference by courts 
to interfere when Committee's action is ultra 
vires under S. 152 

-under 6. J93 

-under S. 169 


478 
576 
611 
476 

500 
-686, 687 


to interfere in Committed power to require 
alteration or demolition of buildtngs _'107, 708 


to interfere in gmnt of licen^ under S. 188(A) _ 

to restrain criminal proceedings _ 

to question action under S. 232 _ 

to question validity of election _ 

to conduct enquiries relating to elections _ 

Jurisdiction of criminal courts 

to interfere in Committee’s powers under S. i31_ 

to question the reasonableness of notice _ 

Jurisdiction Of Magistrates to question Committee's 

decision _ 

of Small Cause Court re taxes 

K 

Kept within municipal limits, meaning of 

Keeping of animals 

Keeping of swine is a nuisance _ 

L 

Lamps and lamp-posts, penalty for disturbing or 
defacing 

Land, tax on, authorized _ 

appertaining to public tanks and wells, vested in 
Muntciptal Committees 

added to ^reet by regulation of line of building, 

vests in Municipal Cwnmittee _ 

power of Committee 

to sell land occupied by public streets closed 

by them . _ 

to enter oi^ for surveying and Other purposes 
to order cleansing, &c., of land kept in a filthy or 
unwhd^me state 

to require untenanted land becoming a nuisance 

to be enclosed _ 

Landlord and tenant, mutual liability for municipal 

requirements _ 

I jane is a narrow street 

having houses accessible fiom it 

Lai^uage to be used by Municipal Committees r power 
(0 make rulesas to 


643 

751 

804 

836 

842 

496 

756 


277 

314 

— 

311 

486 

486 


CO 

177 

61(0) 

270 

56(6) 

597 

174(1) 

527 

780 

169(p) 

205 

417 

115 

m 

119 

7^ 

63 

63 

222 

' 

813 

S40(a) 






Lapse of ssuiction of buildiag not commeoced within 

one year or completed within two years ^_ 

Latdnes and urinals, Municipal Fond applicatite to 

constnKtifm, <&c., of _ 

may be Inspect without giving previous 

notice ^ _ 

latrine, incluifes water closet and other conNrerSenc^ 

of the kind _ 

erection of, with Committee’s sanction 

can be demolished even if erected with per* 

mission _ 

litigation between owner and tenant no bar to 

demolition _ 

alteration of trap door of _ 

alteration of trap door in interests of oeighbours_ 
access to, cannot be provided 
general powers of committees as to _ 

poner of Municipal Committee 

to require provisiOT and regulation of _ 

may require to be repaired _ 

to order removal or closing of, near sonrce of 

water-supply _ 

penalty for making or keepit^ them near source 

of Water-supply _ 

Ijky out plans ^ ^ 

proposed roads in _ 

Lease, power to lease the collection of bctroi terminal 

tax and tolls _ 

power to tease the right to levy fees 

power to tease land acquired for public streets _ 

power to tease streets _ 

termination of, by proper notice — 

Lease not sanction^ at a meeting is ultra virts 

registered but not executed with required form¬ 
alities _ 


Pnge* 

7di 

252 

727 

452 

452 

452 

454 

454 

454 

455 

453 

458 

461 

461 

543 

62 

962 

588 

527 

591 

592 
193 


216 


Leave allowance. See Oificers and Servants. 

Leper asylums, grants-in aid may be giv«i to, from 

Municipal Fund _ 253 

Letting value, meanii^ of _ 10 

Ijevelliug of streets, meaning of _ 556 

Liability erf members of Municipal Committees for 

waste, Ac. *241 

personal liability of 243 

of Cbmmittee for change of ^de in streets _ 530 

of Committee few excavation in streets 589 

for non-sUpply <rf water 384 

Licences fta* carrying on of offensive and dangerous 

tradies, Anting of 424 

for use of slai^ters houses: power to grant and 
withdraw tb^ 520 

power to license 


cWCttOfr. 

104 

52(2)(«) 
208(3) 


125 

126 

128(1) 

128(2) 

63 

1«M9) 


52(2)(d) 

50 


121 

167(1) 




or preparation for 
plying for hire, 


iiiteoSe—eo»«^ 

povwrto Ikenss U a power o£ regulation and not 
power (tf probij^tioa 

^ ior places used for dangerous and offensive 

trades _ 

for. places used for nxH^ than one purpose ^ 

pitrfesston licen% does not exempt the hdder from 
license for dangerous trades 
for manufactoiy from which unwholesome smdl% 

■ &c., arise ^ 

for places used as a yard for trade _ 

for store-house . . 

powers to grant and refuse ^.A 

meaning of inflammable materials - _ 

does not entitle the holder to commit public 

nuisance _ 

penalty for using a place without license or 
registration _ 

for using i^w factories _ 

power to grant and withhold 
for premises for, manufacture 
»• ; sale of food or drinfe 

for vehicles, boats and animals 
powep to make bye-laws as to 
for stablee and cow-houses 
■ lor works auttorised under statutes 

will not justify creation of nuisance - _ 

License fee, repovery of _ 

difference ^ween, and taxation ■ . _ 

/ . must not beexcessive ^ 

levy of ^ 

Licensing poww is a power of regulation . 

Lighting of streets, Municipal, fund may be appUed 
“to _ 

ajqKiratus for public lighting vested in Munici¬ 
pal Committee _ 

power to attach to buildings, brackets for , 

•-. penality for destroying lamp-post or extinguish¬ 
ing li^ __ 

Limitation, operation of, on rights of Municipalities 

in streets _ 

Limitation Article 2 applicable _ 

for suits for refund of tax ^ 

for damages due to revocation of sanction . ^ 
for suit ; against Executive Ofiicer for recovery of 

loss 4. 

for recovery of salary ^ 

j for suits for damages 180, 230 

for suits for which notice is required 
^ { • for suits for salary and iMOvident fund 

for against taxation _ 


Page. Section. 


427 


424 

121 

431. 


431 

■ > ^ 

432 


433, . 

_ 

434 


,643 


4<3 

f Wi4aw«« * 

438 


425 

^21(5) 

444 

121-A 

17 525 


717 

197 

618. 

lS8(a) 

621 

188(A) 

429 

•mmm 

438 


359 - 


441 


442 


629 

_ 

427 

■ — 

253 

52(2)(6) 

270 

56 (c) 

611 

176 

612 

177 

. Vlt 

240 


340 


241 

— 

244 


180 


39, .240 

239 

_ 

240 


365 

.. 






lew,appeals Imn orders oljComoiHtee _ 

CKO iouatcipat powers , X 

ndtice of such llimta|ioa, ■ . 

for suit for pay _ 

for suit for ta»» . , ^ 

—and powew under Lectiotr 175 ' " __ 

alteration of Municipal ,. ^ 

,; for-octroi and terminal tax * ' ^ 

Loads :’power of CJommittee to raise _ 

a first char^ <» Municipal Fund , ^ _ 

Loqed Authorities Lexins Act not affected by Municipal 
*' Act _ 

Local Government- 

power of—over constitution of Committees '' _ 

to except! Munici^lities from operation of 

certain provision of the Act _ 

to withdraw Municipality from operation of ’the 
Act '■ _ 

of removal of members _ 

to fill casual vacancies ' ' _ 

to notify the eketion or appointment of members, 

president and vice president _ 

may refuse to notify election of members _ 

must approve bye-laws under S 31 
may direct the method of publicaticm of bye¬ 
laws • ' _ 

may delegate certain powers to Commissioners_ 

may direct that provision of Sec 45(3) shall apply 
also to specified class of servants 
power of, to exempt from taxation and to suspend 

levy of taxes _ 

may relieve'-Committees of police charges _ 

to maintain police establishment when -Committee 

relieved _ 

approval of, for framing rates for water-supply _ 

power of, to sanction a building scheme _ 

power of, to confirm and cancel bye-laws 

to appoint-dficers to hear appeals _ 

to confirm or to modify orders of Deputy Com¬ 
missioners and Commissioners 

over Committee and its officers _ 

general powers of, over Commissioners and 

Deputy ComraissicKiers _ 

power of; to supersede Committees for incompe- 

tency _ 

reference of certain disputes to •' __ 

peww of to make rules and frame forms „ _ 

power of, to frame rules having the force of 
bye-laws under S. 31)1^, 189,197,198,813 

power of, to<Mnstitate notifi^ areas' _ 

to impose taxation ‘ilt iidtified ueas _ 

.1) S-.i 


<Page^ 

783 

91, 

96 

.180 

314 

607 

n 


620 

286 

251 


286 


79 


74 


75 

79 

85 

no 

no 

138 

138 

161 

190 

335 

375 

376 
388 
676 
726 
783 

807 

h07 

808" 

809 

810 
811 

813 

857 

-868 


Sedtidit ' 
225 (1) 
,96 


5‘ 

188 (g) ' 

52(1)(a) 
60 
14 
9 

10 

16 

17 (2) 

24 ( 1 ) 
V4 (2) 
31 

31 (3) 

32 


71 

87 (1) 

88 ( 2 ) 
97 (i) 

192 

201 

225 (1) 

235 

236 

287 ^ 

238 

239 - 

240 

240(<(sS) 

241 

,.2427- 



Local Govemmonk^HMiicItl. 

to, regalateexpsttdttape of proceeds thereof — 
to discootKotae a^tiftei areas _ 

to paw final orders on the report of election 
Commi^sikm . — 

majr remand t(he report for further eoqiairy to 
Civil 06«rt — 

Lo(^l Self-Government Board, cost of, to be oontri- 
bnted — 

Inspectorate — 

Lod^ng^housea: power to make bye*laws for regulation 
of — 

meaninga of lodgings — 

baildinS occupied by members of more than one 
family ~ 

registration of — 

tenement building, whether a — 

ventilation of — 

M 


Page. 

838 

860 

863 

863 

262 

252 

619 

630 

632 

633 
632 
633 


Machinery: not to be considered in assessing annual 
value 

practice in EJngland as regards 
, over-head steel tank not 
terminal tax or octroi on 

Magistrate: goods liable to octroi or terminal tax 
may be taken before—for i nspection 
empower^ to recover taxes, fees, &c., under 
Municipal Act by distress and sale 
functions of 

order of, to be obtained for prolonged detentwHi of 
parson arrested under Municipal Act 
power of, for supression of fire 
cannot substitute hia own opinion for that of 
Committee — 

jurisdiction <rf, to act under S. 133 Cr. P. C. in 
regard to places licensed under S. 121 
is not competent to allow a building to stand 
cannot convict of offence not sanctioned 
disqualification of member to act as 
has no jurisdiction to levy penalty 
of fli»t class to inquire into complaints concerning 
brothels 

inquiry to be held by, when complaint made coa- 
cemng agriculturist failing to provide for 
house-scavenging 

inquiiy to he held by, when complaint made con¬ 
cerning ciwtomary sweeper 
adulterated drags may be referred to, for order •• 

• i^ipation to, for recovery by distress at|d sale of 
mqiieiises incurred under Municipni Act 
may ^uirq dfender to remedy Ixreaeli of Muptot- 
pal Rates 


10,13 

19 

20 
347 

343 

354 

356 


378 

379 

418 

444 
754 
794 
801 
753 


504 


519 

518 

731 

760 

728 


Section. 

242 

iU 


62(1)(6) 

188(d) 

633 

634 


77 (2) 

Si 

91(3)prov. 

94 


153 

166 

165 (2) 
206 

222 (4:) 
199 (2) 
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Page 

to determine amoaot of ccnnpanation for damage 
dcMie by offraders 753 

power of, to dispoee oi and oKUSscate Inflammable 
materials _ 735 

may decide whether time fixed in notice by Muni¬ 
cipal Committee for performance of its order is 

reasonable 744 

Magistrate or Judge who i<« a member of Com¬ 
mittee not deemed interested _ 7gS 

See District Magistrate. 

Majority of votes of members present to decide every 

question __127,152 

Makes or erects encroachment, meaning of 570 

Malice in exercise of powers _ 98 

Malicious prosecutions of Municipal Committee _ 102 

of sen’ant not po'sible _ i 02 

Management of public institutions 281 

Mandamus, power to issue $88 

Manure; power to prohibit or regulate use of, wljen 

injurious to heallh 423 

Market: Municipal Fund applicable to construc¬ 
tion, &c., of 253 

vesting in Municipal Committee 269 

power to inspect them 7^5 

to make bye laws as to inspection and regulation 

of — 620 

this power does not include power of license _ 639 

meaning of nmrket _637, 638 

public and private 639 

fees, rent and charges for 31 640 

market and fair 638 

Marriages. See Registration. 

Master aixl servant 

liability of master for acts of servant _ 489 

Meaning of 


' Se<U;ktae. 

219-A , 
210 (3) 

219 prov. 
230 


120 

52 ( 2 ) (e) 
56(a) 
210 

188(c) 


absence 121 

accessible to public 63 

amendments 154 

act 232,233 

purporting to be done in official capacity 233 

built and unbuilt area 68 

kept within limits 311 

clear days I 44 

commission 860 

explosive I 44 

erect or re-erect a building 37 

from year to year ™ 15 

factory 67 

.. - 311 

infectious disease 44 

include _ _. 38 

inhidHtant ^ 45 





il$d 


Mcami^E of—oondti. 

of calling ^ 

of cairying on a trade or profession — 

buil(£Qg 

, may reasonably be let — — 

machinery — — 

majority — — 

M^ical Officer of health — 

meeting — »~. 

misapplication — 

monicipality — — 

occupier — — 

occupation — — 

owner — — 

quorum — 

petroleum — — 

public place — — 

public purposes _ — 

remuneration — — 

street and public street ^ — 

vehicle — — 

Medical Officer of Health, definition of — — 

appointment of _ 

dismissal of — — 

certificate of, for prohibition of cultivation of 

crops, &c. 

delegation of certain powers to 
may be authorized to institute jHXisecutions 
Medical practitioner : bound under penalty to report 
cholera or small-pox cases — 

Meeting:there may be more than one meeting 
month 

ordinary or special 

buffiness to be transacted at special meeting 
time and place of 
who is to convene a meeting 
noeaning of 

one person cannot form a meeting 
requisite of a valid 

meeting without notice valid if all members 
present , 

must be properly authorized and convened 
majority of votes to decide every question before 
special meeting must be held as soon as quorum 
present 

notice of meeting 
roles as to issue of notice of 
agenda and its contents 
roles of procedure of debates at 
admisncm of press and public at 
privilege in speeches at 
quorum necessary for 
adjournment of, if quorum not foesent 


Page. 

308 

808 

20 

11 

19 

67 

67 

114 

251,257 

46 

46 

47 

48 
119 
44 
67 

255 

117 

51 

66 

67 

175 

176 

423 

162 

789 


Seetioih' 


m a 


are 


IS 


112 

115 

115 

139 

112 

114 

114 

114 

115 
139 
127 


115 

....239, 319 
..139,145 
-145,147 
_ 149 

158 

159 

116 
116 


120 

33 

228 


478 144 


25 

26 


162 


27 





tm 


A|«QtKig<^ooii«U<; 

have a chairmaa ' 

qpestloa before to be decided by majority 

ng^t of, to resciod _ 

Member : appcHotmOnt and election of _ 

prop^icn of appointed members ^ 

for Simla and J^hoiisie 

oath of allegiance by __ 

terra of office of _ 

notification fixing term of _ 

an outgoing member to continue in office till 

his successor is notified _ 

resignation of _ 

resigned, when deemed to vacate office _ 

removal of _ 

causes for removal of _ 

unjustifiable removal of _ 

procedure for filling causal vacancies _ 

member resigning disqualified to fill causal 
vacancy _ 

is a public servant _ 

election or appointment of, to be notified 
every, entitled to attend and take part in proceed¬ 
ings __ 

may be appointed secretary but without remunera* 

tion _ 

authority to contract may be delegated to 
member suppfj'ii^ bricks to a contractor is not 
interested without knowledge , 

member interested' in contract till his bills are 

not finally paid _ 

not to be present or t^e part in proceedings in 
which they or their relations are interested 
membera may be surcharged for waste or misappli¬ 
cation of municipal funds _ 

penalty on, interested in contract _ 

indirect interest of 

liability of, for loss and waste, &c. 

personal liability of _ 

when a, as magistrate not considered interested _ 

Minutes: record and publication of 3. 

difference between report and minutes H 

their contents and validity 

usual procedure as to ^ 

proof of “ 

confirmation of, not essential _ 

presumiXioQ failing __ 

publication 

signing of, by chairman 
not to be altered after signing 
are prima evidence * - II 

Milk :..atandard of genuineness _ 


Page 

Section. 

121 


127 


161 


7i 

12 

77 

... 

78 

... 

24 

... 

78 

13 

79 

... 

78 

•.. 

80 

16 

80 

15 (2) 

81 

16 

81 

... 

85 

... 

85 

17 

86 

• *. 

105 

19 

110 

«t « V 

142 

• • 4 

2i7 

. • • 

192 

46 

223 

• • ♦ 

223 

... 

225 

242 

. • ■ 

217 

225 

48 

241 

50 

243 

.. . 

798 

. . . 

132 

... 

132 


133 

... 

134 

... 

136 

... 

134 


137 


137 


134 

*«• 

135 

... 
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... 

495 
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Misapplication of Manicii»l Fund liability of 

members for • •• 241 

meaning of • • 244,257 

Misapplication, right of committee to sue for 244 

means expenditure ultra vires • ■ 251 

<rf municipal funds 251, 256 257 

discussion of political subject is not ••• 266 

excessive payment is 251 

doe to misconduct and negligence of persons, 249 

of Municipal Fund .... 251 

may be restrained 261 

right of Ocwnmittee to sue for 244 

Misfeasance, liablity for 263 

instances, of misfeasance in maintenance and repair 

of streets _ 263,266 

Monopoly, creation of, illegal 442 

Motion— 

of amendments 164 

previous question _ 153 

to proceed to next business 153 

of closure 156 

of adjournment 157 

Motive behind action is not relative 706 

Municijal Act, commencement of 1 

interpretation of 3 

extension to N. W. P. P 2 

changes and additions in 3 

subsequent amendments _ 1,2 

strict construction of 4 

benevolent construction of 4 

modifications of, as applicable to N. W. P. PiW'inceL.. 2 

Municipal legislation, history of 3 

Municipality; defined _ 46 

distinction between, and Committee 36 

procedure for constitution of _, 68 

classes of 69 

alteration of limits of 7 l, 72 

exclusion of local area from 72 

effect of such exclusion 73 

power to except, from unsuitable provisions of Act._ 74 

power to withdraw, from operation of Act 75 

transfer of liability of, withdrawn from operation of 
the Act 76 

Municipal Committee : must be established for each Mu* 

nicifKility 76 

constitution of 77 

not presided mvr by a duly elected or appmnted mem¬ 
ber is not validly constituted 77 

validly constituted even if some nwmbers not'ap* 
pointed 173 


liability of 

241 
244,257 
for ••• 244 

251 

251, 256 257 
266 




1133 


Mit^<%ai CSoostaittee— 


Page. Section. 


iimtUd if presided over ty a person iK>t duly elected 

president 108 

powerof Government over _ 79 

distinctitm between - and Municipality _ 36, 72 

is to cosieist of members appointed or elected or of 
both — 77 

estoppel against 99 

liability of--f<»* axitracts and torts of officers and ser¬ 
vants 179 

to employ secretary 175 

to employ other officers and servants _ 180 

incor^ration of— 86 

proposes of constitution of 101 

can be sued for malicious prosecution 102 

must be sued in corporate name 101 

is not a public servant _ _103, 107 

must meet at least once in a month _ 112 

may delegate certain powers to President, Vice-Presi¬ 
dent, Secretary or Medical Officer of Health and 

others ^ _ 162 

may appoint ward committees 167 

power to apportion delegated powers 164 

power of, how to be ejwrcised _ 170 

is trustee of all property and funds _ ^ 

to transfer property to Crown 286 

bound to maintain a register and plan of immovable 
property ^ ^ 270 

can accept gifts 274 

power to maintain suits In regard to public institu¬ 
tions 282 

is not subject to liabilities of institutions taken over 282 
power of—in laying and carrying of pipe, wires, 
drains, &c. 

exercise of powers under S. 132 does not amoi 
acquisition of land 

presumption as regards powers under S. 132 
power of-over surface of ground 
myment of compensation for exercise of this power 467 

notice before exercise of j ower 468 

power to be exercised with doe regard to private 

rights — 470 

no connection to^ be made without permission of _ 474 

can require drainage connection for sewerage _ 474 

may prescribe size of ferrules and establish meters 477 

power to execute works in event of non-ccnnpliance _ 756 

communications and connections to be subject to ins¬ 
pection and approval of ^ 477 

power of, over prostitutes and disorderly houses ^ 497 

power to fix pbces for deposit of rubbish, «£c. _ 506 

can be ordernl to remove encroachments from Govt, 
streets 604 


14 

12 


38 

39 
18 


25 


33 

34 


271 

59 


_ 467 

132 

to 


™ 471 


— 473 


— 473 

133 


132 prov. 


135 

135 

137 
220 

138 
152 
154 
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Moxticipal Food : exjieDse of urgent work undertaken by 
President or Vice-Presidait or Municipal Committee 
to be paid from 167 

constitution ^ 250 

application of __ 251 

custody of _ 268 

power to invest any portion of _ 269 

income i^ulting frotp such investment to be credited 

to the 269 

misapplication of 25 ], 257 

may be restrained 251 

cattoot be i^nt oh schools not approved by Govern¬ 
ment 257 

may be spent on improvements of streets 260 

locus standi of rate-payers to restrain misapulication 
of , 257 

applicable for acts and things likely to pronoote 

health, safety, convenience 267 

Government cannot declare any expenditure as an 

appropriate clarge on _ 262 

not applicaUe to supply of telephones to members _ 267 

payments on account of compensation to be met from 766 
power to make rules as to authority for payments 

■ from _ 812 

portion of, to be assigned for local area excluded from 

Municipality _ 74 

balance of, to vest in His Majesty when municipal 
area is wiUidrawn from operation of Municipal 

Act _ _ 75 

Municipal law; previous history of—in Punjab _ 2 

Municipal offence : breach of Section 48 is not a _ 221 

N. 




55(2) 


240 (fc) 


10 ( 2 ) 


Negligence—disregard of direction or overconfidence 


in honesty of others nmy amount to _ 244 

negligence may take many forms 249 

negligence and misfeasance, liability for 776 

negligence to take measures to prevent injury _ 778 

onus of _ _ 779 

liability of committee for, of independent con¬ 
tractor 775 

of extractor or his servants 775 

Nomination : suit questioning, of members _ 111 

Notice; no suit to be instituted against committee or its 

officers or servants wifiiout 225 

object of such notice 226 

cases in which—not required 226 

cases in which - necessary _ 231 

sufficiency of 236 

to be addressed to Ctomitoee 238 

result want notice 238 


plea want of notiee may be raised at any time 239 







2iiotioe^0on«^' *.. J^ge. 

for soit for refund of tax _ 240 

by one of the platntifls / _ 241 

waiver of 241 

of surcharge or disallowance 242 

of meetidgs for imposing taxes must be given to all 

members 319 

form, mode of issuing and service of _ 139 

want of, raiders meeting invalid _139,141 

of meeting should be frank, clear and free _ 142 

members should have notice of what is to be done 

at the meeting 141 

of special buaness 142 

details of notice required 142 

notice to member ill or beyond summoning 

distance _ 143 

clear days notice—meaning of 144 

notice of so many days at least _ 145 

no business can be transacted without 145 

under Section 189 (3) not valid unless full 

infommtion is supplied .... 675 

invalid issued by a Committee not validly con¬ 
stituted 79 

of meeting to be given to every member _ 1^ 

defective notice under S. I15 418 

validity of 418 

must be definite 404 

most conform to the terms of the section _. 453 

by sweepers before leaving service 190 

provisions re service of, not mandatory 146 

requirements of a valid, requiring alteration or 

demolition of building 712 

must give reasonable time for compliance where 
■ the Act fixes no such time . 737 

must be in writing ' 740 

meaning of writing _' "■ 740 

requirements of v^id, under Section 219 _' 747 

acquiescence in the disobedience of 750 

authentication, service and validity of „ 738 

mode of giving notice to owner or occupier of 

property ^ --.748 

when to be given to owner and occupier respect¬ 
ively _ 742 , 

service when addressee’s name <k>ubtful ... 7^ 

„ on a servant _ 742 

M on adult ™ * 740 

power to make rules as to publication of _' 813 

Notification not ddined _ 6 

of elections and appointments _ llO 

of the imposition of taxes is concltldve of the valid 

imposition _ 322 

Notified areas : constitution of 857 


iSedion, 


191 


214 

215 
. 217 

216 
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Notified At<ea—eefte2<t. 

power to impose taxation and regulate expenditi3 
application of the provisions of the Act to 
dtscontiniiaoce ol 
funds of—disccHitinued 
Nuisaoce» jintiflcatioo £<»* creating 
onus of justification 
arising from keeping animals 
arising frmn location of filth cart 
commission of, under Committee's order 
right of private person to restrain 
arising from tanks and wells 
created by stables 
by oil Engines 

by encroachment on public ro^ 
removal of, by committee at its own cost 
keeping of swine is a 
by children 

arising from slaughter-houses 
creating, by slaughter-ltotises 
actionable, by opening bui ning grounds 
Oath of allegiance by members 

effect of refusal or omission to take 
Obstructicnis. See Encroachment 

to exercise of powers under the Act 
to access to highway constitutes special damage 
necessaiy and temporary 
wilful, of Municipal servants in discharge of duty 
movable obstructions may be removed after reason¬ 
able opportunity to the owner to remove 
articles removed if not claimed within a fortnight 
may be sold 
by building materials 
customary right to 

deposit of articles on roads constitutes 
placing of mores 
playing of music 
right to restrain, right of access 
0(Xupati<H3, meaning of 

exclusive, necessaiy for ratability 
Occupier defined 

hotel-keepers, lodging-house-keepers included 
the term 

paeons living with, not 
Occupier liable to certain taxes 
Octroi. See Taxation. 

Offences, powers relating to crnnpounding of 
Offensive and dangerous trades, powers as to regu¬ 
lation 

power to prohibit mr regulate the carrying on of 
meaning of 

powers to prohibit cinematograph and 
dramatic performances 
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463 

131 
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780 
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585 
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Csltetisive and daagerous irad«i->conc2(2. 


power to prc^ibit use of steam whistle ^ 

Offietsive matter: mere dirty or waste water is not^_, 

places for deposit of—to be fixed _ 

must be removed or kept in proper receptacle 
Officers and servants of Committee are public ser¬ 
vants 

power to make bye-laws as to appointment, duties, 

leave, suspension, and removal of _ 

appointment and remuneration and removal of 
secretaiy 

appointment and remuneration of other officers and 
servants 

definite appointment of—necessary 

dismissal of _ 

misconduct of _ 

powers and rights and duties of _ 

committee can act through 

liability of _ 

liability of committee for contracts and torts of_ 

tenure of office by _ 

power of Commissioner to prevent extravagance 

in establishments _ 

Government may demand dismissal of _ 

should have no interest in contracts with com¬ 
mittees 

relation of, with municipal committee is 
fiduciary 

subscription towards pension or gratuity and leave 

allowances of Government officials _ 

provision of pensions, gratuities and leave allow¬ 
ances for others _ 

contribution towards pension, &c., in case of 
service partly under Government and partly 

under committee _ 

notice before discharge of 

penalty for residing without one monOi’s notice _ 

charge of establishment to be met from Municipal 
Fund 

penalty on officer or servant being interested in 

contract made with Committee _ 

notice to be given of suit against officer (rf Com¬ 
mittee _ 

purporting to act in official capacity _ 

power of local Government to make rules as to 
qualifications of persons appointed to offices 
requiring professional skill 
power to make rules as to procedure to be observed 

in dismissal, punishment removal of _ 

Oil Engines—xise of _ 

Open space: bye-law rc—in buildings „ 

Owner defined _ 
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154 
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155 

105 
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175 

38 

180 

39 

181 


180 


183 


178 


177 


177 


179 


177 


186 

42 

185 

41 

217 

44 

2i9 


187 

43 (1) 

187 

43 (2) 

190 

44 

190 

45 

190 


252 

52 (1) <c) 

217 

48 

225 

49 

235 


811 

240 (i) 

813 
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439 

670 
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Owner-coKcW. 

agent is an .... 49 

mortgagee with possession 49 

lessor trf vacant site is not _ 60 

receiver is not _ 50 

lessees and sob-lessees, position oi _ 49 

shebait n>t an 49 

not liable for failure to remove offensive matter 

when occupier is in possession 508 

owner of vacant land bound to prevent nuisance on 

his land 508 

onus on assesses that valuation has not increased_ 327 

rent farmer is 50 

owner of soil under public street _ 50 

owner includes part owner 51 


P. 


^tl(». 


Pardanashin woofien to be allowed to withdraw pend¬ 
ing inspection of dwelling-place under Municipal 
Act 

Part performance. See doctrine of part per¬ 
formance 

Party, Government not a necessary party _ 

Government is a necessary party in certain suits ... 

Pauper lunatics, expenses on account of, to be met 
from Municipal Fund 

Penalty: for sweeper or other municipal ser\’ant with¬ 
drawing from or neglecting duties 
on member, officer, or servant being interested in 
contract made with Municipal or Joint Com¬ 
mittee _ 

for omitting to furnish or furnishing false informa¬ 
tion as to liability to taxation 
for refusing to furnish or for furnishing false 
information as to contents, &c., of packages 

liable to octroi or terminal tax _ 

for evasion of octroi or terminal tax 
for carrying corpses along prohibited routes or so 
as to cause annoyance 

for suffering dogs to be at large, unmuzzled _ 

for taking elephants along public roads 
for not removing elephants or camel on approach 
of horse 

for carrying on cultivation, &c., injuriously to 
health, after prdiibition 

for offensive or dangerous trades without registra¬ 
tion or license _ 

after prohibition _ 

for using cinematc^raph or taking part in dramatic 
performance or circus on premises not licens¬ 
ed _ 

for usin^ ^am whistle, &c., without permission „ 
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213 

111 
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190 

45 

217 

48 

339 

73 

343 

77 

344 

78 

409 

108(2) 

411 

llO 

411 

112 

411 

111 

423 

120(2) 

425 

121(5) 

446 

123 

446 

122 

448 
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PtmVy—contd. 

t6r newly erecting wjy building over a drain, or 
sewer 

for making or keeping receptacle for filth n^r 
source of water-supply 

for discharging sewage into unauthorized places 
for making or altering drains without authority . 
for failing to report outbreak of cholera or smallpox 
for keeping or assisting in the management 
of brothels „ 

permitting the use of premises for brothels 
or for purposes of habitutal prostitutes 
for keeping animils so as to cause a nuisance or be 

injurious to health _ 

for feeding animals on deleterious substances 
for letting infected house 

for certain acts done by persons suffering from 
infectious diseases 

for selling food or drink not of the substance, &c., 
demanded — 

for begging in public streets — 

for disolieying notice prohibiting the residence of 

practising prostitutes or keeping of brothels _ 

for disobeying order to close brothel, &c, _ 

for allowing children to commit nuisance _ 

for non-remjval of filth and for keeping recep¬ 
tacles in a filthy state 

for depositing or throwing lilth, rubbish, &c., into 

unauthorized places _ 

for failure by customary sweeper to perform 

house-scavenging _ 

for failure of sweepers under contract to do house¬ 
scavenging without notice 
for letting premises for brothels or use of habi¬ 
tual prostitutes — 

for slaughtering animals at place not set apart 
for the purpose 

for neglecting to arrange for disposal of 
carcases —. 

for building immovable encroachments over 
and under streets or on drains 
for failure to ta'*e precautions in cutting trees 
or demolishing buildings 

for laying out streets or beginning to lay out 
street without sanction 

for obstructing, or encroaching upon streets, drains 
water-courses?, &c., — 

for bill sticking — 

for destroying direction posts or extinguishing 
light — 

for interfering with names of streets or numbers of 
buildings — 
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153 
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157 
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165 
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497 
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526 

168 

566 
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551 
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177 
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Penalty-^eoneld. 

for picketing animals or allowing them to stray, 

and for collecting carta in public places _ 

for driving vehicles without proper lights or on 

wrong sides _ 

for beating tomtoms, drums, &c. — 

for dischaxtring fire-arms, &c., and for engaging 

in games so as to cause injury to the public _ 

for quarrying, blasting, catting timber or building, 

so as to cause danger _ 

for disobedience of orders of Municipal Com¬ 
mittee _ 

for refusal to suflfer inspection and entry — 

for obstructing Municipal servants in discharge 
of t'leir duty 

for using building for prohibited purposes — 

Pensions to municipal employees 

to Government servants to be contributed 
Perishable articles, seized for recovery of octroi and 
tolls, power of speedy sale — 

Perpetual succe&sion 

Petroleum: definition of — 

definition in Indian Petroleum Act _ — 

Committee may prohibit storage of, in excess on 
unlicensed premises — 

regulation of store houses for — 

power to search for — 

Petrol pump is not a building — 

Plans and estimates for municipal works, power to 

make rules as to preparation and sanctioning of_ 

Plans for buildings to be deposited — 

Plying for hire: meaning of — 

place for 

owner and servant both liable for, without 
license 

owner liable for acts of sen'arts in ^ _ 

without owners knowledge by unlicensed di iver _ 

Police establishment: charges on account of, to be met 
from Municipal Fund 

to be maintained by Municipal Committee, unless 

relieved by local Gavemment _ 

Municipal Committee to settle their constitution, 

pay, leave allowances, gratuities, and pensions_ 

local Government may relieve Municipal Com¬ 
mittee from police charges and contract with 

it for payments or ser\'ic^ in lieu thereof _ 

local Governmeot in such case to maintain police 

establisliment _ , ^_ 

appointment, liabilities and duties of establish¬ 
ment of Municipal watchmen „ 

duties of establie^ment when enrolled under Act 
V of 1861 
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FoHce estafelfeiiimeot—concW. 

po^wera itid dirties of police in respect of offences 
against Municipal Act ami rules and assistance 
to Municipal authorities 

provision of police protection at fairs and exhibi¬ 
tions at cost of Committee _ 

Police officer may arrest vrithout warrant person 
obstructing municipal watchmen 
Political matters, discussion of 
Poll, demand for, need not be seconded 
Poor-house, Municipal Fund applicable to construction, 

&c., of _ 

Porters : po\frer to make bye-laws regulating loads and 
rates of hire _ 

power to make bye-laws rendering licenses necessary 

for _ 

power to make bye-laws fixing fees for such licenses 

Post, notice may be served through _ 

Pounds : Municiiial Fund applicable to establishment, 

&c., of _ 

power to make bye-laws for inspection and regula¬ 
tion of _ 

Powers of Committees to carry drains cables, wires 

through or over private properly _ 

previous notice to be given for doing so 
meaning of through or under 
extent of 

exercise of these powers does not amount to acquisi¬ 
tion _ 

Powers of Municipal Corporations : scope of extent and 
limitation of 

notice of limitation of powers _ 

presumption as regards ejctent of 

to acquire and hold property _ 

delegations of — — 

how to be exercised 
to create nuisances 
over construction of <lrains or sewers 
maintenance and repairs of streets 

-are called police powers of state 

exercise of, and jurisdiction of courts 
urrier Section 220 should lie used where delay will 
endanger health __ 

no presumption that powers will be abused 
President of Municipal Committee- - 

to be elected by Committee or appointed by local 

Government or Ommissioner _ 

may be elected or appointed ez o0cio _ 

election of, by members who have not taken oath _ 

term of office of _ 

censure of 

resigoaticni and removal of __ 
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261 
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402 


403 

__ 
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428 
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20 
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fiUiag of casaal vacancies 

electionsi and ap^intments to office of» to be notified - 
may convene meetings _ 

to preside at meetings 

power to make rules as to functions of __ 

extraordinary powers of, in case of emergency 
to sign omtracts and dei^s transferring property _ 
may order speedy sale of perishable articles seized 
for recovery of octroi or terminal tax and tolls 
salary of - payable from Municipal Fund with 
sanction of Government 
for constituting municipality 
Press and public may be admitted in meetings „ 

cannot claim admission as of right — 

Presumption regarding proceedings being regular 

regarding imposition of taxes ^ing regular — 

• if there is no record of minutes 
as regards assessment tests 

Prmnous question — 

Privilege in speeches ^ ^ 

Privies and cesspools: power of Municipal Committee 
over 

to require provision of — 

to require regulation of 

to require repair of, or closing of _ 

to regulate construction of 

to order removal or closing of, from neighbourhood 
of source of water-supply 
See Entry and Inspection. 

Procedure for building applications _ 

Proceedings of Committee: t;» be recorded and published 
cojiy of—to be sent to Deputy Commissioner 
inegularity not to invalidate _ 

presumed to be regular 

“public documente ” within meaning of Indian 
Evidence Act 
proof of 

language in which to be recorded _ 

Process for recovery of taxes payable by owner of im¬ 
movable property _ 

for recovery of octroi terminal tax and tolls 
Processions, use of streets for 
Procession, right to carry 
Profession, tax on, on persons authorized 

Profession tax: on partnership _ 

on bank carrying on business at several places 
when due 
meaning of trader 

on officer not residing in the Municipality _ 

liability of peraons carrying profession in 
different Municipalities ^ 


PagCi 

SectHM); 

119 

23 

110 

24 

Hi 

25 (2) 

121 

28 

137 

31 if, 

167 

194 

47 

361 82(2) prov. 

968 

53 

67 


158 


198 


319 
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137 
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125(3) 

458 
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461 
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132 
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173 
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813 

240(x) 

350 

80 

360 

82 

56 
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597 


290 
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303 


304 


309 

_ 

304 


307 
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tax-cOitc7d. PftgCk 

varying with ioco^ ia ultra vires 310 

varying with nature of tRide < _ 3 0 

liability of Insurance Company 307 

temple investing surplus funds — oOS 

carT^ingon trade—meaning of _„308, SlO 

public servants do not carry on profession _ 308 

ship owners _ 304 

place of business 305 

meaning of income of profession _ 305 

liability of forest officer conducting a depot 307 

a spiritual leader liable to _ 307 

liability of joint stock companies carrying on 

business through agents _ 04, 

303 

Projection. See Encr( achment. 

Property, certain, vested in Municipal Committees _ 269 

belonging to public institutions transferred to 
Municipal Committees to be hell by them in 
trust ^ 281 

vests in His Majesty when Committee is super¬ 
seded — 809 

portion of, to be assigned for local area excluded 

from Municipality .... 74 

to vest in His Majesty on Municipal area being 
witlidrawn from operation of Municipal Act_ 75 

Prosecution, of members requires government sanction 306 

Chairman of a municipal committee _ 106 

contents of complaints _ 792 

confirmation of, instituted witliout authority _ 795 

applicability of Cr. P. Code _.. 795 

-Penal Code to Municipal offences 795 

penal offences _ 795 

suspension of, spending appeal 788 

to instituted by Municipal Committee, or by 

some jierson authorized by the Committee _ 789 

object of tlie provision _ 790 

is not applicable to breach of Sec. 4 8 795 

cases of unauthorized prosecutions 790, 792, 793 793 

authority to be written _ 794 

authority against specified accused not necessary_ 794 

compensation for malicious and false _ 796 

lies in spite of issue of notice under S. 220 _ 757 

member of Municipal Committee, not to be con¬ 
sidered as interested in _ 798 

member (feemed to_ be interested when he h^ 

taken active part in the proceedings _ 799 

chairman not to act as judge in _ 800 

committee’s servant not to act as judge in 800. 

Prostitute : power to prohibit residence of practising 

or habitual _ 497 

habitual or practising _ 499 
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337, 

56 

57 (2) 
2o8(2)(c) 
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10 


226 

228 


230 


152 
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prostitutioQ, meaning of — 45)9 

diffei^nce between a prostitute and a public 
prostitute — 499 

prohibition for residence of a specified portion —501,003 
notice prohibiti^ should be absolute ^ — 002 

bye-laws prohibiting residence ultra vires — 503 

suits for, injunctions restraining Committees from 
issuing notice under S. 152 ^ — 500 

public notice for declaring certain portion pro¬ 
hibited for such residence — 497 

ingredients of prostitution _ — 499 

Provident Fund to be established by Committee — 187 

-Act, 1925 . — 388 

provisions of, may be applied to local aui hority — 189 

cannot be attached — 189 

niles in Municipal Account Code __ 189 

Publication of proceedings of Committee — 132 

of notification declaring town to be a Municipality 13 

of bye laws — 725 

valid, of bye-laws — 725 

.previous — 725 

of public notices _ 743 

Public Health, Municijm! Fund applicable to con¬ 
struction, &c., of institutions for the benefit of_ 270 

Public institution: Municipal Fund applicable to 

construction, &c., of _ 270 

management of, vested in Municipal Com¬ 
mittee _ ^ __ 281 

powers of committees with regard to public insti¬ 
tutions 282 

Public nuisance— 

bumii^ of dead bodies is not 408 

is not justified by holder of license _ 438 

an encroachment on public street is _ 577 

deposit of articles in public street is _ 595 

riglit of individual to sue for removal of encroach¬ 
ment without proving special damage _ 577 

Public notice to be given <rf time for revision of assess¬ 
ment list ^ ^ _ 324 

Public place; definition of 67 

a verandah private house is not a _ 510 

Public purposes, what are _ 255 

Public safety, meaning of 415 

Public servant: Municipal Commissioner included in, 

definition of _ J05 

Municipal servants and officers are _ 105 

summary trial of 107 

Public street! definition of ^ 51 

the phrase occurs in certain sections only _ 51 

and high ways 53 

Coke’s clasrifi^tion of highways 54 
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PobUe Street‘<-«Me{d. 
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are not eaiei»a>ts < 


85 


originates in dedication 


57 


proof of dedication 


57 


elemento<Mr 


58 


acceptance of, by public 


49 

M«Mk 

limited dedication 

_ 

62 


nature of the rights of the public in 


55 

■ 

distinction between, and street 


53 


streets which are not 


59 


streets heM to be 


60 


cul de sac is a 


60 

J. 

dedication of a 


61 

. . 

maintenance and repairs of 


263 


ownership of solum of 


276 

_ 

presumption of ownership in 

rrrT>. 

276 


power of Committees with re^fard to laying out or 



improving 

— 

527 

169 

to be exercised for public purposes 

MM 

529 

«MM» 

power of Committee to close or divert 


527 


does not include power to nairow 

•MM 

529 

MMM 

to provide building sites on such 


527 


to acquire and transfer building sites in such 

-- 

527 

_ 

power of sale of land forming public streets 

•M»M 

534 


liability for change of grade in 


530 

_ 

effect of closing of 


532 


power of Committee to abandon an old for new 


535 

_ 

right of private persons to sue for removal of obstruc- 



tioD in 


580 


rights of public in 


581 

MMM 

municipality alone competent to remove trespass on 

581 


lawful usar of 


596 

•MM 

right to carry processions in 


597 

_ 

Act governit^ the decision if a land is a public street 

66 


Street, 




Public ways are not easements 

_ 

55 


Public wells—what are 


279 


Public Works, charges for, to be met from Municipal 



Fund 


253 

52 (2) («) 

Purpcxrtiog to be done : meaning of Act 


. 233 


to be done in official capacity 


233 


officer-to act 


235 

* -■ 


Q 

Quarrying, povrer to make by«-laws fbr regulating, in 

hill municipalities ^ 721 198 

BO as to cause <knger, penalty for 617 186 

Quorum; necessaiy for traosactioo of businese at 

meeting 116 27 

—for special meeting 116 ^ 

may be fixed by rules under S. 81 117 ^ 



meaoing of 

necessary to conatitate — 

qnorom \#hepe it is not prescribed by statute — 
members incompetent to take part are not included 
members jweaent but refusing to take part are 
included 

absence of, renders business invalid — 

Railway; taxation of, property _ _ — 

orders of Government on taxation of Railway 
. property 

liability of, to taxes newly introduced 
power of Committees to enter land of, company 
Ratification of unauthorized contracts 
Receipts, power to make bye-laws as to granting of 
Receptacles for filth and rubbish, regulation of. 

See FUth and Rubbish. 

Recovery of taxes payable by the owner of property 
of t^es, fees and other money claimable by Muni¬ 
cipal Committee 

functions of Magistrate in recovering arrears 
taxes, (fee. 

claimable, meaning of 
rent cannot be recovered under S. 81 
doors of a house not movable property 
of octroi, terminal tax and tolls 
of cost of work executed under the Act 
Reference by apppellate authority to High Court 
to formulate exact point of law involved 
Re-erection cd building, what is 
Removal of members 

does not empower suspension 
Refuse ■ public and private 

removal of—necessary for sanitation 
trade refuse 
disposal Of 
misapparopriation of 

Registration of births, marriages and deaths: Munici¬ 
pal Fund applicable to 
power to make bye laws as to 

of places used for dangerous or offensive trades_ 

Regulation, power of _ 

scope of 

Remedy by mandamus _ 

remedies against u/ira vires exercise of power _ 

xrf public against building erected without sanction 
&c. 

‘ remedy in Civil Court in matters of election 
-remedies against refusal to sanction 
against uttru vires acts of corporations 
by ejectmeort for removal of obstructions 
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pnoctples governing statutory remedies 
Eent; money paid by occupier for owner 
recovered frcsn rent doe to latter 

Rent—recovery of _ 

due under S. 188 («) _ 

Repeal of Act: liability incurred not affected by ^ 

sancUon under repealed Act _ 

taxation uixier _ 

Repairs _ 

Reports: Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner may 
rec|uire Secretary of Committee w Joint Com¬ 
mittee to furnish reports, &c. _ 

Municipal Committee to submit periodical reports 

to Deputy Commissioner or other cfficers _ 

power to make rules as to the reports, &c., to be 

submitted by Municipal Committees _ 

Reservoirs for storage of rain water. See water 

supply _ 

Resignation of members _ 

members may withdraw, within certain time_ 

under English, is penal 

binds the giver _ 

may be refused _ 

on acceptance member ceases to hold office _ 

of President cannot be accepted by circulation 
voluntary 

Residing: meaning of 

Resolutions right to rescind _ 

reconsideration of _ 

exercising of powers by resolution _ 

Restoration of members does not restore office held by 

them _ 

Rest-houses: Municipal Fund applicable to construc¬ 
tion, &c., of _ 

Revision—of assessment 

to take place every year _ 

Effects a variety of persons _ 

Rights of way—classification of _ 

are not easements 
Rubbish. See Filth end Buhhish. 

Rules : defined — 

distinction between, and bye-law _ 

ultra vires - pri nci pies _ 

Srctions under which, made __ 

Rules under S. 80-A ( a) oi Government of India Act 

power to make, relating to miscellaneous matters_ 

relating to election enquiries 

general Administratiwi rules under Section 240 _ 

general election rules _ 

of procedure to be observed for dismissal of 
servants and tfficers ^ 
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electoral an} general, applicable to small towns ^ 1077 

of appointment and atsnussal of ofScera acd 
servants in small towns ^ 1<'87 

badness, appUcable to Town Committees _ 1092 
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7Sale of articles of food and drink to the prejudice of 


purchaser 488 

master liable for acts of servants _ 489 

guilty knowledge not essential for this offence _ 489 

to the prejudice of porchauser> meaning of _ 491 

nature, substance and quality of articles sold —. 494 

Sale of land forming a street 534 

Sanction: no building to be erected, &c., without _ 651 

powers of Committee to grant or refuse _ 683 

power of refusal _ 691 

grounds of refusal must not be ultra vires _ 690 

nature and extent of orders of sanction or refusal 694 

subject to condition 694 

no power to revoke 692 

period during which sanction to be given _ 683 

commencement of the period _ 694 


committees bound to communicate reasons for 

refusal 690 

deviations from 710 

grounds of refusal 696 

remedies against refusal 687 

lapse of sancticm 701 

restriction as to completi<m of building 701 

sanction with regard to a portion 706 

new street not to Ite laid out without _ 537 

period during which, to be given for new streets 537 

jurisdiction of courts to question refusal of _f'86, 687 
remedies against __688, 696 

of public against unauthorized sanction ^7 

principle governing powers of _688, 689 


powers of committees 
Section 190 


to—and bye laws under 


implied _ _ 

—revocation _ 

carries with it right to put up scaffolding _ 

by implication 

absolute or sitoject to conditions _ 

without reservation cannot be modified _ 

can be modified on i»ymait ^ compensation ^ 
not to be availed of for 14 days in certain cases _ 
nature or extent of orders for _ 

Sanitation: charges for, to be met from Mimicipal 
Bhmd ^ 

Sarais: Mumcipal Fund applicable to construction, 
pi — 


690 

693 
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693 
695 
695 
700 
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50 
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193 


193(4) 
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Savkit^o«eM< Page. 

povar to naake bye-la'ws as to iqspeeticKn and 

regnlatioa 620 

Saving Clause: ^ 4 

of, on pending cases ^ 6 

scope of 6 

dCect of, on contracts 6 

taxes levied under repealed Act ^ 7 

Saving clause and General Clauses Act _ 5 

Scavenging: Mtmicipal Fund applicable to charges 

for _ 252 

scavenging tax can be levied _ 290 

condition for imposition of 311 

meaning of house for scavenging tax _ 311 

Schemes : land may be acquired for 527 

meaning of 533 

schemes for built and unbuilt areas 676 

schemes under town improvement Acts 679 

refusal of plan in obedience to schemes sanctioned 
under S. 192 683 

lay out plans not necessary 543 

lay out plans and deprivation of owners of their 

rights in land laid out for roads _543, 544 

Schools: See Education. 


188(«) 

52(2)(«) 

16 i{/) 

193 


Secrecy of voting to be observed by all officers, clerks, 
agents &c., connected with recording or counting 

of votes _ 

penalty for breach of the above provision _ 

Secretary : appmntment of 

to attest transfer of immovable property _ 

may be authorized to institute prosecutions _ 

may be empowered to compound offences _ 

Servants of municijalities are public senairts _ 

Servants: tax authorized on menial or domestic _ 

obligation of, to discharge their duties _ 

.^titled to month’s notice before discharge _ 

wrongful suspension of _ 

dismissal of _ 

does not include power of suspmsion damages 

for wrongful dismissal _ 

measure of damages _ 

suit for damages _ 

miscondiKt, what is, of _ 

courts have no juris^cticm to interfere with dis* 

missal _ 

voluntary recugnation _ 

wrongful suspension of _ 

See poster and Servant. 

Setting back of projecting huikling _ 

Sewage : penalty for discharging it in unauthorized 
places _ 
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45 
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absence of drains does not justify the discharge 
coalition in case <d sewerage 
See FUth md Bvbhish, 

Sewered, meaning of ^ 

Sewers. See Drain* and Drainaye-works 
Shrubs, cutting of. See Trees and Shrubs 

Signing of contracts _ 

Simla House tax, practice of payment of taxes by 
tenants 

Slaughter-houses: vested in Municipal Committee _ 

nuisance arising from _ 

penalty for use of _ 

creation of nuisance by establishing _ 

approval of Deputy Commissioner for establishing 
effect of establishing a 

power of Municipal Committee over, to fix and 

abolish places for slaughter _ 

remo\’al of slaughter-house without fixing a cer¬ 
tain place _ 

power to grant and withdraw licenses for the use 
of such places, and charge fees for using the 

same _ 

to create nuisance by establishment of, not 
justified _ 

power to withhold license _ 

effect of establishment of _ 

to make bye-laws for inspection and regulation— 

of, when beyond municipal limits _ 

power to inspect them _ 

to make rules as to inspection and regulation of_ 

Slaughter at unauthorized places, penalty for _ 

Small Cause Court, jurisdiction of _ 

Small Towns, definition of _ 

annual value, definition of _ 

building, definition of _ 

commencement of—Act _ 

Committee, coratitution of _ 

Deinity Oxnmissioner may demand dismissal of 

servants of _ 

power of, to prevent ^ravagance _ 

appeals to, from special orders of _ 

sanction of, for amount of town rate to be raised 
confirmation of, naessary for exemption of indivi¬ 
duate from taxaticm _ 

budget to be submitted to, each year 

budget may be sanctioned or returned for recoi- 

sideration by ^ _ 

, power of, to suspend the execution of any resolu¬ 
tion or act ^ ^ _ 

for the performonce of duties in case of default 
Commissi oner to confirm exemptitm from taxaticm 
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206 _ 
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995 

33 
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SmftQ Tawas-HDcwraisMoner-^o*^^ 

pover of, to excltide jurisdictioo of District 

Boards _ 

to approve he appointment of president _ 

to sanction delegation of powers _ 

aiqiieal to local Government* when appointment 

not apinroved _ 

powers of, to suspend the e^i^nUon of resolution 

or Act, etc. _ 

constituticm of. Committee _ 

procedure for _ 

delegation of powers in favour of president and 

vice-president _ 

erection or re-erection of building, definition of _ 

fees; power to levy fee for certain tradra and other 

purposes _ 

general and special orders may be issued 

procedure for issuing _ 

appeals against special orders _ 

house, definition of 
iiKorporation of, Town Committee 
local Government may acquire land at request of „„ 
may direct the existing rules to apply to any, 
declared under the Act __ 

power of, to remove members _ 

to decide the appointment of president refused 

by Commissioner _ 

to prescribe conditions for establishment of 
Proivdent Fund 

to suspend Committee in certain cases 

effect of such suspension _ 

to make rules _ 

may appoint commission to enquire into conduct 
of elections ___ 

meeting of, committee to be held once a month 

president or vice-president to preside at _ 

Officers and servants, appointment and remuneration 
may be granted allowances, leave and gratuity™. 

penalty for sweeper leaving without notice _ 

for disobeying special orders _ 

for breach of rules made by Government 
for disturbing, defacing or destroying brackets 
lamps, name plates 

powers of, Committees in layii^, &c, of pipes 

wires cables &c. _ 

to attach brackets, name plates, &c. __ 

for sanitary and other public purposes ~ 
to issue general or sproial orders ™ 

president and vice-president elected or appoint^ 
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term of office of — 

to preside at meetings — 

det^^ion of powers to -a. 

may compound offences — 

properties of certain kinds to vest in, Committee 

conditions of transfer of, to committees _ 

inrosecution to be filed by persons authorised — 

provident fund to be established _ 

recovery of taxes and other sums _ 

of arrears of, by application to magistrates _ 

Taxation- 

power of, Committee to impose town rates and 

certain taxes _ 

procedure for imposing iaxes other than town 
rate ^ — 

imposition to be conclusive if notified _ 

power to exempt from _ 

power to impose any scheduled tax with sanction 

of local Government _ 

any tax with sanction of Governor-General in 

Council may be imposed _ 

assessment lists for town rates on lands _ 

assessment lists for town rates on residents 
procedure for imposing taxes other than town 

rates _ 

assessment lists to be published _ 

objections and appeals _ 

assessment to remain in force for five years _ 

copy of assessment list to be supplied _ 

committee to deliver bill for demand _ 
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991 
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exemption from _ 995 

Special damage—to be proved in case of obstruc¬ 
tion to public way _ 56 

Springs: vested in Municipal Committees _ 269 

Stable: may be inspected without previous notice _ 729 

grant or refusal of license for stables _ 643 

for 621 

committee may render license necessary 

use of—by lessee, owner liable _ 642 

bye*laws of Delhi regulating stables 612 

licensing of 642 

nuisance created by stables 643 

Standard weight, bye-laws as to 640 

Standing offers in contracts 216 

Statutory rights cannot be surrendered 97 

Statutes of mortnmin 104 

Steam whti^le or trumpet not to be used without per¬ 
mission 448 

penalty for usinf without permission 449 

Storage, what constitutes _ 434 

Stremns : vested in Municipal Committee _ 269 

Street : defined _ 51 
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diatiuction between * street’ and ‘public street’ 


63 
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63 

_ 

street are highways 

( 

53 

WM 

improvements of, not public 


260 

MW 

maintenance and repair of streets 

-rn 11 

263 


liability of committees for misfeasance 


263 


liability for accidents in streets 

-_263, 266 


due to want of repair or to defects in streets 

4 

263, 266 


lease of road sides does not create ownership 


281 

■ . 

streets not public 


59 

_( 

adverse possession of 

■MM 

43, 44 


dedicatitm—See Dedication 




extent and width of 

_ 

64, 280 


origin of 

_ 

57 

_ 

exclusive right to occupy a street 

_ 

62 


in lay out plans 


62 


spaces not held to be 

, 

63 


lane is a 

-MM* 

63 
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private property not a 


64 

_ _ 

municipal fund applicable to construction of streets 

252 


meaning of laying or making a new street 

MM« 

598 

■ .. 

appropriation of land to street uses 

-- 

544 


width and level of, laid out 


547 


necessary and temporary obstructions in streets_ 

589 

. 

powers of committees in connection with streets 


527 


—to establish and open streets 


529 


to narrow streets 


529 


to change grade 


530 


of closing of streets 


531 


power of Committee to allow temporary occupa¬ 




tion and excavation of 

MW 

584 

173 

breach of conditions of license for temporary 




occupation 

ww 

589 


control over-for deposit of ^terials 


590 


making or laying out of—without notice 

ww 

551 


what amounts to making or layic^ out 

_^ 

541 

i70-A 

liability of person making or laying out 


551 

170-E 

onus of proof regardi ng streets 


64 


order of committee on receipt of notice to make a 


546 

I 73 -B 

committee to sanction or refuse within 2 months 

_ 

547 


conditions of sanction 


547 


deviation from sanction 


556 


penalty for making &c , without sanction 

mmmmm 

551 

170-E 

notice requiring alteraation of street made with 
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out or against sanction 

1 — 

551 

170-P 

power of ^mmittee to require repair of 

••..M 

552 

171 

to declare—as public 

--343, 553 

171 

levelling, paying, sewering, &c., of 

--■1, 

551 

171 

committees may require owners to do 

M.M. 

551 


committee may do this work on default of 



owners 

MM 

551 


powers uixier S. 171 are continuing 

, 

555 


work for ligbtii]^ 

M. 

556 
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Street—coHcJd. 

teveUtt^ — 

widening — 

notice (or iaiprovement of streets — 

sufficiency ct notice _ 

power to agree with owners for improvements 
trader S. 171— 

recovery of expeiwes for — 

from owners in default — 

apportionment of expenses _ 

fronting, adjoining or abutting, meaning of — 

owners of lands let out for building purposes 

cannot be required to do the work _ 

street cannot be required to be levelled, &c. _ 

widing of, cannot b? required 
levelling, what it includes — 

lighting of, what it inclines _ 

notice, requistes of a valid —.556 

jurisdiction of Civil Court to interfere with exer¬ 
cise of powers under Section 171 _ 

to require removal of encroachments and projec¬ 
tions from _ 

streets betanging to Government—no permission 
under Section 172 & 173 to be given by 

committee ^ _ 

if required by Government committee to remo\'e 
encroachments and obstructions from such 
streets 

require removal of structures under streets — 

encroachment, meaning of _ 

old encroachment, meaning of _ 

lawful user of _ _ 

imposition of conditions for sanction under S 172 

acceptance of conditions makes them binding _ 

penalty for movable encroachments in _ 

penalty for making encroachments without per¬ 
mission on 

breaking open of _ 

sign-boards in 
power to b ase streets 
lease of roadside plots in streets 
power to terminate lease 
customary right to obstruct, not recogniyed 
right to carry processions in 
power of Committee to requiie protection of— 
during cutting of trees or demolition of 
taiildings 

lands appropriated to street user 
streets belonging to Govamment—committee 
have no right to allow encroachments in 
Strike of work by sweepers after insufficient notice 
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Snb-Cbmtnittee, power to make bye-laws as 
appointment and functions of 
powera cannot be delegated to under S. 3^1 
function of, is only recommendatory 
delegation of powers to 

Suits: by and against Committee to be brought 
its corporate name 

cannot be brought in the name of the Secretary, 
consequence of bringing in wrong name 
Special and general Acts 

Suit against Municipal Committee or itsoffi 
one month’s iwtice to be given 
notice not necessary in case of claims based 
contracts 

in suits for pc^sessioo or title 
in suits claiming two reliefs 
for refund of taxes 
cases in which notice neceesary 
notice is not necessary when the act 
purport to be done under the Act 
sufficiency of notice 
result of notice not being given 
damage arising after notice 
plea of want of, when to be taken 
as instituted premature—amended plaint 
crown also bound to give notice 
for declaration regarding encroaohment cannot 
contain a prayer for fixing compensation 
Supersession of Municipal Committees for incompe¬ 
tency, default, or abuse of power 
Surcharge against persons responsible for waste, loss or 

misapplication of Municipal pro perty or funds_ 

not to be made after four years 

remedy of aggrieved party against right of, and 

disallowance a very valuable right _ 

cases of disallowance and surcharge _ 


does 


to 
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242 
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245 
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Surrender of statutory rights 

....w 
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Suspension of members 


182 


Suspension of servants 


182 

... 

notice for 


182 


liability for wrongful 

... 

182 


Sweeper; rights of customary, saved 


51 1606 

customary, may be fined for failure to discharge 
duty ..... 

519 

165(2) 

entitled to notice or wages before bemz 
ed 

discharg- 

190 

,45 

penalty for withdrawing or neglect from 
resignation without notice 

duties or 

190 

45 
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Swtfeper—coftcW. 

cvtstotzary botind to give notice before leaving 
house scaveo^ng 
Sweepings, misapproi^iifiation of 
Swine ; ^wer of Municipal Committee to give direc¬ 
tions to prevent nuisance arising from keeping 
of 

keefnng of, is a nuisance 


Tanks: private, may be required to be repaired or 
cleansed &c. — 

Municipal Fund applicable to construction &c. 
Municipal Committee can require filling &c. of — 
dangerous, power to require to be secured 
Taxation, taxes levied under the repealed Act recover- 
' able by calendar year 
Municipal Committee’s power of 
change in Committee’s power of _ 

limitation on powers of _ 

mode of collecting 
liability of Railways to new taxes 
Roles under S. 80-A (3) of Government of India 
Act 

schedule of taxes Committees empowered to levy 
right of Government to claim exemption from 

Government Taxation Act _ 

orders of Government under the above Act 

liability of Government property to taxation _ 

of Railways 

tax on buildings or lands _ 

tax on buildings and lands 

lialulity of, of servants as occupier 

power to impose, does not give power to exempt _ 

procedure in imposing taxes _ 

in case Of enhancement _ 

must be strictly followed 

formalities for imposing taxes _ 

procedure for a new tax 

defect in „ 

failure to fix scale—tax ill^I __ 

provision re procedure directory or mandatory_ 

for enhancement is the same as for imposition of a 
new tax ^ ^ 

notice of meeting for imposition of tax must be 

given to all members _ 

objectiras to imposition most be forwarded to local 
Government 

presumption as to re^larity of procedure 
cQn8i{kration of objections __ 

omditiOT for legal imposition ' „ 

notification imposing tax conclusive _ 
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I'ajEatiot)— contd. 

Qotification of imposition of tax to be concltwive 
evidence that it was lighliy levied — 

conditions of legal imposition of 
tax payable half-yearly can be increased after the 
first instalment — 

presumption regarding regular imposition of taxes 

procedure for assessing immovable property _ 

power to abolish, reduce or suspend any tax — 
to exempt from or to compound 
of local Government to suspend levy of tax and to 
rescind suspension 

buildings used for charitable purposes are exempt 
construction of fiscal statutes 

notice of meetings for imposing taxes _ 

exemption of buildings used for charitable purposes 

vacancy and occupation of buildings liable to — 

permanent lessee not exempt 

taxes not invalid for defect of form, &c. 

taxation not to be questioned except under the Act._ 

jurisdiction of Civil Courts barred ^_ 

not barred when Committee exceeds its 

power _ _ 

appeals against taxation _ 

limitation of time for presenting appeal 
arrears of tax to be deposited before appeal 

is preferred ^ _ 

duty of furnishing true information as to liability 
to 

taxes on immovable property committee—to prepare 
assessment lists 

scheme of assessment _ 

committee to publish as^ssment lists; owners and 
occupiers may inspect and make extracts from 

the same ^ _ 

committee to give notice of time fixed for 
revising assessment lists _ 

assessment list presumed to be correct 
revision of assessment list 

need not be revised every year _ 

increment of assessment—onus 

a rate of tax continues unchanged for the year _ 

assessment vXtra vires _ 

r—list valid without signature 

objections to lists when to be made _ 

settlement of list and assessment of tax 

list when settled to be made open to public 

inspection _ _ 

committee may amend lists after notice _ 

objections to amendments to be heard _ 

assessment without disposal of objections _ 

revision of, owing to addition 
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THE PUNJAB municipal AMENDMENT ACT, 1934. 


PUNJAB ACT, I OP 1934. 

Received llie assent of His Excellency the Governor on the 

8 th March 1934 and that of His Excellency the Viceroy 
and Governor-General on the 28th March 1934. 

(It wu first puhUshed on 6th April 1934.) 

Act further to amend the Punjab Municipal Act, 

Whkrras it is expedient farther to amend the Punjab 
Municipal Act, 1911, for the purpose and in the manner 
hereinafter appearing: 

Tt ts HBRRTiy EKACTF.i) as follows:— 

1 . (1) This Act may be called the Punjab Municipal 

(Amendment) Act, 1934. 

(2) Tt shall come into force on such date as the 
local Government may by notification appoint 
in this behalf. 

2. (t) Tn sub-section (1) of section 13 of the Punjab 
Municipal Act, 1911 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), 
the followins: words shall be substituted for the words 
occurrinff after the word “ office where it occurs for the 
second time, namely:— 

“ shall, unless the local Government otherwise directs, 
be a member of the committee until the date fixed 
for the meeting: at which his sucAsessor is required 
to take the oath of allegiance.” 

(»t) For sub-section (3) of the same section the following 
sub-section shall be substituted, namely: — 

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section 
(2) or in any rules made by the local Government 
thereunder, an outgoing member shall, unless the 
local Government otherwise directs, continue in 
oflRee until the date fixed for the meeting at which 
his successor is required to take the oath of 
allegiance.” 

3. (/) A comma shall be inserted after the word 
“ section” in the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 16 of 
tlte said A.ct. 

(«y At the end of the same proviso, the semi-colon and 
the word “ and ” shall be omitted and a full stop be substi¬ 
tuted. 



4. (i) tn sub-section (2) of section 50 of the said A.e^ 
for the word ** clause ** the word “ siib-sec^on ** shall be 
substituted. 

(m 1 In the second proviso to sub-section (2) of the same 
section, for the word “ clause ” the word sub-section ” shall 
be substituted. 

5. In sub-section (1) of section 78-A of the said Act, 
between the words " small Town or ** and the words “ an area 
notified ** the words “ the Committee of ” shall be inserted. 

6. In sub-section (3) of section 170-A of the said Act, 
for the fissures and letter “ 170-C/' the figures and letters 
" 170-B *’ shall be substituted. 

7. In section 170-B of the said Act, for the figures and 
letter “ 170-B,** the figures and letter “ 170-A ’* shall be sub¬ 
stituted. 

8. In section 170-C of the said Act, for the figures and 
letters “ 170-B ” and “ 170-C,** the figures and letters 
“ 170-A " and “ 170-B ” shall be substitute, respectively. 

9. In section 170-E of the said Act, for the figures and 
letters “ 170-B *’ and “ 170-D/* the figures and letters 
“ 170-A ’* and “ 170-C *’ shall be substituted, respectively. 

10. In section IIO-P of the said Act, for the figures and 
letter “ 170 B,** the figures and letter “170-C** shall be 
. substituted. 

11. Tn the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 174 of 
the said Act, all the words between the word “ damage ’* 
where it first occurs and the words “ he may sustain ** shall 
be deleted, 

12. At the end of clause (/) of sub-section (1) of section 
190 of the said Act, the words “ or either of both ** shall be 
deleted and for the word “ or ** where it first occurs the word 
“ and ** shall be substituted. 

13. In clause (c) of sub-section (1) of section 192 of the 
said Act, the word “ twenty *’ for the word “ forty,’* the 
word “ ten ” for the word “ twenty ” and the words “ such 
unbuilt area *’ for the words “ the municipal area ” shall be 
substituted. 

14. In section 192-A of the said Act— 

(») the word “ and” between the word “ shall** and the 
word “ unless ” shall be omitted; 

(«) between the words “purpose shall” and the words 
“ and unless ** and after the words “ was sanction¬ 
ed ** commas shall be added; 

(»*) the word “ he ** where it last occurs shall be omitted. 
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la elaoBe id) of section 197 of the said Act, the 
woi^ “ ereana eliaU be spelt in ordinary type, and eoaunas 
^1] be inserted between the words ** sale .*’ and of/' and 
betw^een words ** cream and *• batter." ' 

In clause (w) of sub-section (1) of section 240 of the 
said Act, between the figures 236 ” and the semi-colon, the 
following words dimll be added, namely:— 

“ and the powers to be exercised by such Local Self- 
Government Board or Inspectorate as the local 
Government may establish." 

Moi *.—The amendments effected by this Act have been 
noted as proposed amendments in the Addenda and Corrigenda, 
and the amlngaity pointed in the existing section 192 has been 
removed by substituting the words “unbuilt area" for the 
last four words in section 192 (c). 


THE PUNJAB MUNICIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
(AMENCMMENT) act, 1934. 

PUNJAB ACT, II OP 1934. 

Received the Anent of His Excelkncy the Governor on the 
8 th Mardi 1934 end that of His Exedlency the Viceroy and 
Governor-Graeral on die 28^di March 1934. 

(It was first poh i is h e d on 6th April 1934). 

An Act to amend the Punjab Municipal {Executive Officer) 

Act, 1931. 

Whkbbas it is expedient to amend the Punjab Municipal 
(Bixecutive Offiwr) Act, 1931, for the purpose and in the 
manner hereinafter appearing: 

It is hebbby enacted as follows;— 

1 , (1) This Act may be called the Punjab Municipal 
Executive Officer (Amendment) Act, 1934. 

(2) It diall come into force on such date as the local 
Government may by notification appoint in this behalf. 

2. (*) Section 7 of the Punjab Municipal (EJxeeutive 
Officer) Act, 1931 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), 
shall be numbered as sub-section (2) of section 7, and the 
following shall be added as sub-section (1), namely:— 

** (1) The Committee may delegate the powers wnferred 
upon it by section 39 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 
1911, to the (3ivU Surgeon of the distiict or to an 
officer of the Department of Public Instruction," 
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(«) Insub-seetion (2), as renumbered, the colon 
dash at the end shall be replaced by a comma, and the 
following words inserted, namely:— 

** or to the Civil Surgeon of the district or to an officer 
of the Department of Public Instruction the powers 
under section 39 of the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911 
conferred upon him by section 4/’ and 

(Hi) In clause (b) of the pi’oviso to sub-section (21 of the 
said section, as re-numbered between the words “ shall not 
and the words “ delegate ” the following words and comma 
shall be inserted, namely:— 

“ except to the Civil Surgeon of the district or to an 
officer of the Department of Public Instruction.^' 

Note.— Section 38 is cancelled so far as Municipal Committees 
governed by Executive Officers Act are concerned. Such 
Municipal Committees have now been empowered to del^ate 
their powers under S. 39 to the Civil Surgeon or to an officer 
of the Department orPublie Instruction. The oj)inion expressed 
in notes on p. 960 that the word *• Committee ” is a mistake 
for Executive Officer "is not correct. 

3. In the proviso to section 11 of tb'’ Act, the 
following shall be substituted for the words oov,Ji-nng after 
the words “Legislative Council” where they first occur, 
namely:— 

“ The local Government, in order to give members of 
the Council an opportunity for movin,, «, motion 
for discussing the draft, shall defer final, .olicatioii 
of the rules until after the expiry of the date fixed 
for consideration of a motion for such discussion, 
provided that notice of such motion has been given 
before the first meeting of the Council held after . 
the expiry of thirty days from the publication of 
the draft.” 

4. For item 3 in Schedule IT of the said A- the 
following shall be substituted, namely:— 

« 3. In section 35, in sub-section (1), the words * or the 
Executive Officer ’ shall be added after the worf 
‘ president' where it first occurs; and in su^ection 
(2) the words ‘ or the Executive Officer ’ shall 
added after the word ‘ vice-president'; and iii 
sub-section (3) between the words ‘ the president 
or ' and the words ‘ or during ' the words ‘ in his 
• ' absence ’ shall be omitted and the words * ^e 

Executive Officer or in the absence of the president' 
shall be added,” 
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5. Item 4 in Schedule 11 of the said Act shall be omitted. 

6. For item 13 in Schedule 11 of the said Act the 
following shall be substituted, namely:— 

**13. (o) In section 193 the words ‘or the Executive 
Officer, as the case may be * shall be inserted in the 
following places, namely: — 

{i) in sub-section (1) between the words * the 
committee * and the word * shall ’; 

(m) in sub-section (2) between the words * the 
committee ’ where they first occur and the 
words * may refuse *; 

(Hi) in sub-section (3) between the word * com¬ 
mittee ' and the word ‘may’, where it first 
occurs ; 

(kf) in sub-section (4) between the words * the com¬ 
mittee ' where they first occur and the words 
* neglects or omits 

In the same section the wo^ds ‘ or he, as the case 
' may be,’ isJiall be inserted in the following places, 

"Wr subsection (2) between the word * it * where 
1 1 first occurs and the word * deems 

in subsection (3) between the word ‘it’ and 
. the word * may ’ where it last occurs.” 

‘!)r item 14 in Schedule II of the said Act, the 
shall be substituted, namely; — 

) section 194 the words * or the Executive Officer, as 
the case may be, ’ shall be inserted after the word 
* committee ’ wherever it occurs.” 




In item 15 in Schedule II of the said Act, for the 
* last proviso ” the words “first proviso” shall be 
, ated. 

ote .—The se amendments have been noted under the 
itive Officer’s Act as propose amendments. 
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